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NEWS RELEASE SUMMARY - July 14, 2011 

United States Attorney Laura E. Duffy announced that Robert McGill pled guilty today to second-

degree murder before United States District Judge Irma E. Gonzalez in federal court in San Diego. 

As acknowledged in his guilty plea, McGill admitted that on July 14, 2009, he deliberately and 

intentionally killed his wife, Shirley McGill, aboard the Carnival Cruise Lines Elation cruise ship. McGill 

has been in custody since his arrest by agents from the Federal Bureau of Investigation on July 16, 2009.  

A sentencing hearing is scheduled to be held on November 8, 2011, at 9:00 a.m., before Judge 

Gonzalez. 

This case is the product of an investigation by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

DEFENDANT Case Number: 09cr2856-IEG 

Robert McGill In Custody 

SUMMARY OF CHARGES IN GUILTY PLEA 

Title 18, United States Code, Sections 1111(b) and 7(8) 
Maximum penalties: Life in custody; $250,000 Fine 


