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OXFORD, GA MAN INDICTED FOR TRAFFICKING IN ILLICIT SOFTWARE

First Indictment Under New Federal Statute 
Criminalizing Trafficking in Illicit Labels 

Atlanta, GA -  JUSTIN E. HARRISON, 25, of Oxford, Georgia, has been indicted
by a federal grand jury on charges of Trafficking in Illicit Certificates of Authenticity
associated with copyrighted computer software. This is the first case charged using a
recently enacted federal statute intended to protect intellectual property.  HARRISON is
scheduled for an initial appearance, bond hearing and arraignment today.

“This case illustrates the illicit trade in intellectual property that is unfortunately
becoming rampant worldwide and in our own community,” United States Attorney David
E. Nahmias said.  “This is the first prosecution under a new federal statute that
criminalizes trafficking in illicit labels. Congress has provided another useful tool to
protect the intellectual property of our nation’s businesses, which has become one of our
country’s most valuable resources.”

According to United States Attorney Nahmias, the charges and other information
presented in court: HARRISON allegedly dealt in unauthorized computer software and
distributed Certificates of Authenticity intended to vouch for its authenticity.  In
particular, HARRISON is charged with trafficking in illicit Certificates of Authenticity
intended to be used with Microsoft Windows XP Professional and Windows 2000
Professional operating system software.

The indictment charges four counts of trafficking in illicit labels.  The charges
each carry a maximum sentence of five years in prison and a fine of up to $250,000.  The
indictment also seeks forfeiture of all proceeds of the alleged offenses, including
$226,257, 25 pairs of diamond earrings, 88 Citizen and Seiko watches, and 6 Sony Cyber
Shot cameras.

This case is being investigated by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.
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Assistant United States Attorneys Randy S. Chartash and Lawrence R.
Sommerfeld are prosecuting the case.

Members of the public are reminded that the indictment contains only allegations. 
A defendant is presumed innocent of the charges and it will be the government's burden
to prove a defendant's guilt beyond a reasonable doubt at trial.

For further information please contact David E. Nahmias (pronounced NAH-me-
us), United States Attorney or Charysse L. Alexander, Executive Assistant United States
Attorney, through Patrick Crosby, Public Affairs Officer, U.S. Attorney's Office, at (404)
581-6016.  The Internet address for the HomePage for the U.S. Attorney's Office for the
Northern District of Georgia is www.usdoj.gov/usao/gan.


