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MAN PLEADS GUILTY TO CONSPIRACY FOR PARTICIPATION IN
FRAUDULENT DRIVER’S LICENSE RING

Chinese National, Illegally in the United States, also Committed Aggravated I-D Theft

ATLANTA, GA - GUO XING SONG, a/k/a “Andi Chen,” 43, of Charlotte, North
Carolina, pleaded guilty today in federal district court to two charges in connection with
his participation in a fraudulent driver’s license ring, and to a charge of aggravated
identity theft in connection with the sale of a Social Security card issued to another
individual by the Social Security Administration. 
 

United States Attorney Sally Quillian Yates said, “This defendant, along with his
coconspirator who worked for Georgia Drivers' Services,  arranged for illegal Chinese
nationals to obtain Georgia drivers licenses without documentation and without even
taking the drivers' exam.  The customers paid $2000 to $3000 for real drivers’ licenses. 
Now the defendants face real time.”
   

According to United States Attorney Yates, the charges and other information
presented in court: SONG, who lived in Atlanta between 2001 and 2006, placed ads in a
Atlanta area Chinese language newspaper, claiming he could assist persons who did not
have documentation to obtain driver’s licenses in Georgia and other states. Persons
responding to the ads were instructed to meet SONG or a co-conspirator at a designated
location, usually a gas station or shopping center parking lot. They were then driven from
the Atlanta area to Georgia Driver’s Service locations in either Colquitt or Thomasville,
Georgia. The alleged co-conspirators in that part of the scheme, ZHONG LIANG LI, 34,
and his brother, ZHONG HUA LI, 31, formerly of Colquitt, Georgia, were indicted by a
federal grand jury on January 19, 2010, and are awaiting trial.

A co-defendant in the case who has already pleaded guilty, CLEVELAND
SPENCER, 47, of Thomasville, Georgia, is a former Georgia Driver’s examiner who
worked at those Driver’s Service locations. He admitted issuing driver’s licenses to
SONG’s customers without requiring any documentation showing legal residence in the
United States or the state of Georgia.  SPENCER also did not issue the required written
and road test examinations to SONG’s customers. SONG or his alleged co-conspirators
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paid SPENCER for fraudulently issuing the licenses. SPENCER reportedly received $250
to $400 per license. SONG’s customers paid SONG approximately $2,000 to $3,000 for
the licenses. Georgia Driver’s records indicate that approximately 300 licenses were
fraudulently issued. 

In December 2006, SONG sold a genuine Social Security card to a confidential
informant, who was purportedly buying it for a Chinese national who was illegally in the
United States.  The Social Security card actually belonged to an individual who had
previously been in the United States on a temporary work visa and returned to China.    

SPENCER pleaded guilty to the conspiracy on April 27, 2010, and is scheduled to
be sentenced on July 14, 2010, at 10:30 a.m.  

SONG was indicted on the charges on January 19, 2010. Today he pleaded guilty
to one count of conspiracy and one count of aggravated identity theft.  He could receive a
maximum possible sentence of up five years in prison on the conspiracy count, and faces
a minimum mandatory sentence of two years for the aggravated identity theft.  He also
faces a fine of up to $250,000 on each count.  In determining the actual sentence on the
conspiracy count, the Court will consider the United States Sentencing Guidelines, which
are not binding but provide appropriate sentencing ranges for most offenders.  

Sentencing is scheduled for September 2, 2010, at 10:30 a.m., before United States
District Judge Timothy C. Batten, Sr.

This case is being investigated by Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

Assistant United States Attorneys Teresa D. Hoyt and Stephen McClain are
prosecuting the case.

For further information please contact Sally Q. Yates, United States Attorney, or
Charysse L. Alexander, Executive Assistant United States Attorney, through Patrick
Crosby, Public Affairs Officer, U.S. Attorney's Office, at (404) 581-6016.  The Internet
address for the HomePage for the U.S. Attorney's Office for the Northern District of
Georgia is www.justice.gov/usao/gan.


