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ROGER STANLEY INDICTED FOR OBSTRUCTING SAFE ROAD 
PROBE OF SOS OFFICIAL’S PAYMENT FOR 1997 COSTA RICA TRIP 

CHICAGO -- Chicago area businessman Roger Stanley, a former Republican state 

representative who did business with the Illinois Secretary of State’s Office, was indicted today for 

obstruction of justice in connection with the four-year-old federal public corruption investigation 

known as Operation Safe Road, announced Patrick J. Fitzgerald, United States Attorney for the 

Northern District of Illinois. The single-count indictment alleges that, in response to a September 

2001 grand jury subpoena, Stanley caused to be created and provided a document indicating that a 

high-ranking Secretary of State official reimbursed Stanley $1,500 for expenses incurred relating 

to a 1997 trip to Costa Rica, when, in fact, Stanley knew that the official, identified only as 

“Individual A,” made no such payment or reimbursement to him for the trip. 

Stanley, 59, of Burr Ridge, will be summoned to appear for arraignment on today’s 

indictment at a later date in U.S. District Court. 

According to the indictment, Stanley owned or was affiliated with several businesses, 

including being sole shareholder of Universal Statistical, Inc., also known as Unistat, which 

provided direct mail services for political campaigns and governmental entities.  Beginning in 

August 1994, the SOS Office awarded direct mail-related contracts, for Stanley’s financial benefit, 

relating to the promotion and marketing of the Organ Donor Program, which was designed to 

develop public awareness for the cause of organ donations.  To conceal Stanley’s participation and 



financial benefit in the organ donor contracts, however, the contracts were awarded in the name of 

Grafcom, an entity known to Stanley. 

The indictment also alleges that on Dec. 31, 1996, the SOS Office authorized the hiring of 

Stanley as an employee of the office for the principal purpose of enhancing his state pension 

benefits, which were based on the length of his employment with the State of Illinois.  On Jan. 3, 

1997, Stanley was placed on the SOS Office payroll, where he remained until Feb. 14, 1997, when 

he resigned the position after having qualified for the enhanced pension benefits. 

During the time Stanley had a business relationship with the SOS Office, he provided free 

and heavily-subsidized vacations and related vacation benefits to Costa Rica; Door County, 

Wisconsin; and Lake Ontario, Canada, to one or more SOS Office officials, including Individual A, 

who was a guest of Stanley’s on a February 1997 Costa Rican trip, according to the indictment. 

Stanley paid for the principal expenses of Individual A on the February 1997 Costa Rican trip, 

including airfare, lodging, fishing and other expenses.  At no time did Individual A ever reimburse 

Stanley for expenses incurred on the 1997 trip, the charges allege. 

Since the spring of 1998, successive federal grand juries have continued the Operation Safe 

Road investigation, into allegations of official misconduct, corruption and fraudulent conduct 

relating to the SOS Office and certain individuals doing business with the SOS Office, including 

Stanley. On Sept. 25, 2001, Stanley’s principal business, Unistat, was served with a grand jury 

subpoena, requesting among other things all information relating to payments made by specified 

SOS Office officials, including Individual A, for trips to Door County, Lake Ontario and Costa Rica. 

On Sept. 25, 2001, Stanley personally received notice of the subpoena and allegedly caused 

to be gathered and created documents in response to the subpoena, including a document indicating 

that Individual A reimbursed Stanley $1,500 for expenses incurred relating to the 1997 Costa Rican 

trip. 
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The indictment alleges that on Jan. 22 of this year, Stanley corruptly endeavored to influence, 

obstruct, and impede the due administration of justice.  Stanley, knowing that his financial 

relationship with certain SOS Office officials, including Individual A, was material to the grand jury 

investigation, allegedly caused a Unistat employee to authenticate and describe a false and 

fraudulent document to federal investigators in response to the Sept. 25, 2001, subpoena.  The false 

and fraudulent document indicated that Individual A reimbursed defendant Stanley $1,500 for the 

1997 Costa Rican trip when, in fact, Stanley knew that Individual A made no payments or 

reimbursements to him for the trip. 

Mr. Fitzgerald announced the charges with Thomas J. Kneir, Special Agent-in-Charge of the 

Chicago Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation; Thomas P. Brady, Acting Inspector-in-

Charge of the Northern Illinois Division of the U.S. Postal Inspection Service; James W. Martin, 

Special Agent-in-Charge of the Internal Revenue Service Criminal Investigation Division; and 

Dieter Harper, Special Agent-in-Charge of the Midwest Region of the U.S. Department of 

Transportation Office of Inspector General. The investigation is continuing, they said. 

To date, 57 defendants have been charged, and 46 of them have been convicted, since 

Operation Safe Road began in 1998. The government is being represented by Assistant U.S. 

Attorneys Patrick M. Collins, Zachary T. Fardon and Joel R. Levin. 

If convicted, obstruction of justice carries a maximum penalty of 10 years in prison a 

maximum fine of $250,000, The Court, however, would determine the appropriate sentence to be 

imposed under the United States Sentencing Guidelines. 

The public is reminded that an indictment contains only charges and is not evidence of guilt. 

The defendant is presumed innocent and is entitled to a fair trial at which the government has the 

burden of proving guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. 

# # # # 
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