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June 16, 2009

SUPERSEDING INDICTMENT RETURNED AGAINST
LAKE IN THE HILLS MAN

ROCKFORD -PATRICK J. FITZGERALD, United States Attorney for the Northern
District of Illinois; and ROBERT D. GRANT, Special Agent-In-Charge of the Chicago
Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, today made the following announcement:

Today, a federal grand jury in Rockford returned a superseding indictment against
EDWARD F. BACHNER, 1V, 36, formerly of Lake in the Hills, Illinois, who was initially
charged and arrested on June 30, 2008, on federal charges that he possessed a neurotoxin,
Tetrodotoxin (TTX).

Bachner was indicted last summer on five counts of possessing a biological agent for
use as a weapon and five counts of possessing a biological agent without any justifiable
research or other peaceful purpose. He has pleaded not guilty to those charges and remains
in federal custody while the case is pending in Federal Court in Rockford. Today's
superseding indictment contains those same charges and adds six new counts: one count of
wire fraud alleging that Bachner engaged in a scheme to obtain TTX to kill his wife to collect
$20 million in life insurance proceeds; one count of soliciting another in 2005 to commit a
federal felony involving the use of force; one count of using an interstate facility for murder
for hire in 2005; and three counts of filing false claims for federal income tax refunds.

Bachner is scheduled to be arraigned on the superseding indictment at 11 a.m.
Thursday, June 18, before U.S. Magistrate Judge P. Michael Mahoney in U.S. District Court
in Rockford. The public is reminded that an indictment contains only allegations and is not
evidence of guilt. The defendant is presumed innocent and is entitled to a fair trial at which
the government has the burden of proving guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.
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