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January 19, 2011

MCHENRY COUNTY MAN CHARGED WITH
FEDERAL DRUG TRAFFICKING CHARGES

ROCKFORD --PATRICK J. FITZGERALD, United States Attorney for the Northern
District of Illinois, together with ANDREW L. TRAVER, Special Agent-In-Charge of the
Chicago Office of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives and KEITH
NYGREN, McHenry County Sheriff, today announced:

A federal grand jury in Rockford yesterday returned an indictment charging BRIAN
M. BLUM, 31, of McHenry, with two counts of distributing cocaine. If convicted of the
offenses charged, Blum may be sentenced up to 30 years of imprisonment, as well as a fine
of up to $2,000,000, for each count. Blum will be arraigned on January 19, 2011, at 10:30
a.m. before Magistrate Judge P. Michael Mahoney in the federal courthouse in Rockford.

The case was investigated by Special Agents of the Rockford Office of the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives and the McHenry County Sheriff’s Department
with the assistance of the United States Marshals Service. The case will be prosecuted in
federal court by Assistant United States Attorney Joseph C. Pedersen.

Members of the public are reminded that an indictment is only a charge and is not
evidence of guilt. The defendant is entitled to a fair trial at which the government has the
burden of proving that defendant’s guilt beyond a reasonable doubt.
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