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CHANNELVIEW MAN SENTENCED IN FEDERAL COURT FOR
 
DRUG CHARGES
 

Defendant receives 140 months in prison 

Lafayette, La.: United States Attorney Stephanie A. Finley announced today that 
Michael Behnkie, 33, of Channelview, Texas, was sentenced to 140 months in prison and 
five years supervised release on Monday, December 12, 2011. The sentence, which was 
handed down by U.S. District Judge Richard T. Haik, is a result of Behnkie’s plea of guilty 
to possession with intent to distribute cocaine. 

Behnkie pleaded guilty in July of 2011, to possession with the intent to distribute 
11.023 kilograms of cocaine. In documents filed with the court prior to sentencing, it was 
revealed that during a traffic stop of Behnkie’s vehicle, a Louisiana State Police officer 
discovered the cocaine in a hidden compartment built into the vehicle. The defendant 
admitted that this was his third time to drive from Houston to Baton Rouge to transport 
drugs. He was paid $1,000.00 each trip. On each occasion, Behnkie would park the vehicle 
behind a restaurant near an I-10 exit and leave the keys inside the vehicle. He would then 
remain in the restaurant for an hour and return to the vehicle once the cocaine had been 
removed. 

U.S. Attorney Finley stated: “Drug trafficking causes great harm and negatively 
impacts our communities. We will continue to aggressively prosecute and seek tough 
sentences for those who use our interstate highway to transport cocaine and other 
dangerous drugs.” 

This case was investigated by the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration and was 
prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorney Brett L. Grayson. 
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