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OCEAN CITY MAN SENTENCED TO 30 MONTHS IN PRISON FOR
CONSTRUCTING PIPE BOMBS

Also Threatened a Witness

Baltimore, Maryland - U.S. District Judge Richard D. Bennett sentenced Norman
Arnold, age 21, of Ocean City, Maryland today to 30 months in prison followed by 3 years of
supervised release for constructing pipe bombs, announced United States Attorney for the
District of Maryland Rod J. Rosenstein. 

According to his guilty plea, prior to September 11, 2008, Arnold bought PVC piping,
end caps and large amounts of fireworks.  He used the materials to make several pipe bombs in a
shed located in his backyard.  Arnold would place a fuse in the end of the pipe and blow it up. 
He blew up sections of the beach, as well as trash receptacles located on the beach.

Local law enforcement officers searched his residence on September 11, 2008 and 
seized: two pipe bombs, an end cap and two PVC pipes from the shed; and a bottle of smokeless
black powder and a fuse from a gun safe located in his bedroom. 

Arnold learned of a witness’s cooperation with the criminal investigation.  On November
10, 2008 he phoned the witness and threatened that the witness would “pay” for assisting in the
investigation.

United States Attorney Rod J. Rosenstein thanked the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives, the Ocean City Police Department and the Worcester County State’s
Attorney’s Office for their assistance in the investigation and prosecution.  Mr. Rosenstein
commended Assistant United States Attorney Rachel M. Yasser, who prosecuted the case.


