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NEWS RELEASE

United States Attorney Richard S. Hartunian announced today the sentencing of a Los

Angeles man for drug and money laundering offenses.   

Jimmie Henry, a/k/a “Cuz,” 42, of Los Angeles, California, formerly of Syracuse, New York,

was sentenced today by United States District Judge Norman A. Mordue to two sentences of 210

months imprisonment for his guilty pleas to conspiring to possess with intent to distribute and

distribute more than 5 kilograms of a mixture or substance containing cocaine, and concealment

money laundering.

Jimmie Henry was the leader of a large scale cocaine-by-mail conspiracy that operated

between approximately 2005 and August 8, 2008, in which at least up to 50 kilograms of cocaine

were mailed from California by Henry, or by those acting at his direction, to co-conspirators in

Syracuse, including Ernest Henry (Jimmy’s cousin) and Cindy Linder, who “caught” Jimmy’s

cocaine packages, and who had, in turn, recruited others, including Keahasia Delee, to “catch” the

cocaine packages for them.  After Ernest Henry and Cindy Linder received, or  “caught” the 

packages mailed by Jimmie Henry, using fictitious return addresses and sender’s names, they were

thereafter delivered to Syracuse area co-conspirators Lorenzo Knight, Deyon Smith, and others, who

had paid the purchase money for the cocaine in advance to Ernest Henry, who, in turn, mailed it

Jimmie in California.  Ernest Henry, Delee, Linder, Knight, and Smith have all been charged,

convicted, and sentenced by Judge Mordue for their respective roles in this conspiracy.

In addition to his cocaine conspiracy charge, Jimmie Henry was also charged with
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concealment money laundering, to which he had previously pled guilty.  In his plea agreement,

Henry admitted that he laundered $288,993, profit from his illegal cocaine venture, through a bank

account in Los Angeles established and maintained by his wife, Lanise Joiner, and Henry thereafter

used this money to buy and pay the mortgage for a house in the Los Angeles area for $1.125 million

dollars, which financial transactions Henry admitted conducting, in whole or in part, to conceal the

true nature and source of the money, which in fact was from the distribution of cocaine.  On the eve

of her October 2010 trial for money laundering offenses, Lanise Joiner pled guilty and admitted, in

a written plea agreement, that she had engaged in a money laundering conspiracy with Jimmie Henry

and that she had used approximately $80,000 of her husband’s drug proceeds, knowing the money

had come from some unlawful source, to make mortgage payments on the $1.125 million dollar

residence, and she further admitted these financial transactions were designed, in whole or in part,

to conceal the true nature and source of the money.  However, soon after the cocaine conspiracy

collapsed in August 2008, the Henry-Joiner residence was placed in foreclosure by the bank for  non-

payment of the $8000 mortgage payment, due monthly.  For her role in the concealment money

laundering scheme, Lanise Joiner was sentenced by Judge Mordue on January 30, 2012, to one year

imprisonment followed by two years of supervised release. 

The cocaine and concealment money laundering schemes unraveled in August 2008, when

a drug canine alerted to a suspicious package mailed to a Syracuse resident from a return address and

name in Los Angeles that turned out to be fictitious.  A warrant to search the package was obtained

and a subsequent search revealed one kilogram of cocaine, valued at approximately $28,000.  The

discovery led investigators to arrest of Ernest Henry, who had attempted to retrieve it at the post

office.  Subsequent investigation led to the discovery of the existence of an extensive cocaine-by-

mail conspiracy led by Jimmie Henry that operated for approximately three years between Los

Angeles and Syracuse, consisting of more than 5 criminal participants, involving the mailing of up
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to 50 kilograms of cocaine, and generating millions of dollars in cocaine proceeds for the

participants.

After serving his two 210 month sentences (Henry received one sentence for each count of

conviction, to be served concurrently), Henry will thereafter be placed on supervised release for 5

years. He was also ordered to pay a special assessment of $200.

The Jimmie Henry case was investigated by the Drug Enforcement Administration, the

United States Postal Service, and the Internal Revenue Service. 

The case was prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney Carl G. Eurenius, who can be reached

at 448-0672.


