
U.S. Department of Justice

United States Attorney

Eastern District of Pennsylvania

615 Chestnut Street
Suite 1250
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106-4476
(215) 861-8200

March 15, 2011

NEWS RELEASE

John Gassew was charged today in a superseding indictment1 with three counts of
committing a robbery which interfered with interstate commerce and three counts of using and
carrying a firearm during a crime of violence, announced United States Attorney Zane David
Memeger. 

INFORMATION REGARDING THE DEFENDANT

NAME ADDRESS AGE OR YEAR OF BIRTH

JOHN GASSEW Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 24

If convicted of all the charges against him, Gassew faces a maximum possible sentence
of lifetime imprisonment, and $1,500,000 in fines.

This prosecution is a result of an investigation conducted by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation in conjunction with the Philadelphia Police Department, and the Philadelphia
District Attorney’s Office.  It is being prosecuted by Assistant United States Attorneys 
Linwood C. Wright, Jr. and  Ewald Zittlau.
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1An Indictment is an accusation.  A defendant is presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty.
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