
                                                                        

United States Attorney John W. Vaudreuil
 
Western District of Wisconsin
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: DANIEL J. GRABER 
OCTOBER 26, 2010 PHONE: (608) 264-5158 
WWW.USDOJ.GOV/USAO/WIW TTY: (608) 264-5006 

DRUG KINGPIN RECEIVES 20 YEAR FEDERAL PRISON SENTENCE 

Madison, Wis. - John W. Vaudreuil, United States Attorney for the Western 
District of Wisconsin, announced that Lawrence Williams, 35, Chicago, was sentenced 
today by U.S. District Judge Barbara B. Crabb to 20 years in prison for conspiring to 
distribute crack cocaine and powder cocaine in the Wausau, Wis. area. Williams was 
convicted after a two-day jury trial in federal court in Madison in July. 

The indictment against Williams alleged that he conspired with Johnny Bruce 
Mathews to distribute crack cocaine and cocaine from March 2007 to April 2008. 
According to the indictment, Williams conspired to distribute in excess of 50 grams of 
crack cocaine and 500 grams of cocaine. 

Johnny Bruce Mathews pleaded guilty in U.S. District Court in Madison in 
January 2009 to possessing more than 50 grams of crack cocaine with intent to distribute 
in the Wausau area. Mathews was sentenced on April 6, 2009, to 20 years in prison 
without parole, followed by a 10-year term of supervised release. 

At Williams' trial, the government presented evidence that Williams cooked 
cocaine into crack cocaine for Mathews; created a code the two men used to 
communicate about their drug business over the phone; provided tips to Mathews on 
how to increase his sales efficiency in Wausau; advised how the drivers should act in 
the cars when transporting the cocaine from Chicago to Wausau; and advised Mathews 
on the use of cans with hidden compartments in them to store cash and cocaine.  

The government also presented evidence showing that in a one-year time span, 
Williams provided 33 kilograms of crack cocaine and 11 kilograms of cocaine to 
Mathews for resale in the Wausau area. During this same time period, Williams also 
sold at least six pounds of marijuana and 36 ounces of ecstasy to Mathews on a front for 
resale in Wausau. 

At today's sentencing, Judge Crabb informed Williams that she was enhancing 
his sentence because he possessed a firearm and acted as a leader and organizer of more 
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than five criminal participants. Judge Crabb told Williams, "You are obviously an 
intelligent man, why you could not direct your intelligence to a legal job is a loss for you 
and your son." 

The charges against Williams are the result of an investigation conducted by the 
Marathon County Special Investigation Unit (SIU) which is comprised of officers from 
the Marathon County Sheriff's Department, Wausau Police Department, and Everest 
Metro Police Department. 

United States Attorney Vaudreuil praised the efforts of the SIU team for their 
exceptional work on the Mathews and Williams cases. After Williams' sentencing, U.S. 
Attorney Vaudreuil presented SIU members of the Mathews/Williams prosecution 
team (Gary Schneck, Michael Lechleitner, and Nathan Pauls) with plaques 
acknowledging their extraordinary efforts in bringing two large-scale drug dealers to 
justice. 

At today's awards ceremony, Vaudreuil stated, "I commend the officers for their 
dedication, integrity, and willingness to work very, very hard.  The great success in this 
case -- working up the ladder from the local dealer to the source in Chicago -- is a classic 
example of what can be achieved through this office's partnership with excellent local 
law enforcement. The citizens of Marathon County are safer given your efforts and 
they should be proud to have you working for them. This office is proud to be your 
partner." 

Williams will now be transported to New York, where he is currently awaiting 
trial in U.S. District Court in Buffalo, on charges of conspiring to distribute in excess of 
five kilograms of cocaine from Chicago to Buffalo from August 2003 to September 2004. 
If convicted on those charges, Williams faces another mandatory minimum sentence of 
20 years in federal prison, and a maximum penalty of life. 

You are advised that a charge is merely an accusation and that a defendant is 
presumed innocent until and unless proven guilty. 
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