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Sceymcur . Dususman
Antitrust Division

U.S. bepartment of Justice
Washington, D. C. 20530
Tclephone: 739-4629

Earl J. Silbert

Unitcd States Attorney

3rd Street and Constitution
Avenue, N.W. .,

fWashington, D. C. 20001

Telephone: 426-7511

UNITED STATES

DISTRICT COURT

" POR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

-

)
) .
Plaintiff, ) . : _
) Civil Action No. Vé—llgz
V. )
) Filed: L- 25 - 176
AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION, ) :
: ) FOR INJUNCTIVE RELIEF
Defendant. )
COMPLAINT

The United States of America, plaintiff, by its . -

General of the United States,

‘attorneys, acting under the direction of the Attcrney

bfings this civil action

to obtain equitable relief against the above-named

defendant and cdmplains and alleges as follows:

I.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

1. This Complaint is fi

led under Section 4 of the

Act of Congresé of July 2, 1890,}§s'amended (15 U.s.c. §4),

pommonly known as the Sherman Act, 'in order to prevent and

restrain the continuing violation‘by the defendant, as

hercinafter alleged, of Secti
2. The dcfendant,  Ameri

an oflfrcoe, Lransaclts business

. .otrict of Columbia.

on 1 of said Act (15 U.S.C. §1).
can Bar Association, maintains

, and is found within thoe



II.
DEFENDANT
3. The American Bar Association ‘(hereinafter refcerred
to as "ARA") is made'thc'defendant herein. ABA is an
unincorporateé association havingiits principal placec of
busincs; in Chicago, Illinois. .Thé ABA's.membership>consists

primarily of attorneys. .

. III.

CO-CONSPIRATORS

4. Various persons and organizations, not made
defendants'herein, have participated as co—coﬁépirators in
the violation of Section 1 of the Sherman Act herceinafter
élleged and have performed acts and have made statementé in
furtherance thereof. Such co—coﬁspirators include, but are
not 1imited to, members of defendant ABA.

. . . iv_ .

TRADE AND COMMERCE

S. The ABA'S memberShip includes approximately 200,000
}aWyers located throughout the Uﬁi?ed étates. These lawyers
p;ovide legal services to individuals, corporations, and
other legal entities located throgghput the United States and
in foreign countries. These legal.ser%ices facilitate, direct,
and ghape'the conduct of interstate.and international business
aﬁa chtribute directly to the flow of personsl money,.goods,
and services in interstate ébmmerce.

6. 'ABA members pfovide‘legal_ser§i¢es to individuals,
corporations, and other entities in states other than the
one in which the mamber maintqiﬁé his principai place of

business. ABA members also provide legal services to indivi-

duals, corporations, and other entities who negotiate and
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otherwise deal with persons situated in states other than
thc onc in which the mcmber maintains his pr1nc1pa1 place
.of bu 1505 - In the course of prov1dlng legal services,
members of the ABA often travel from 'state. to state and make
.substantlal use of xnterstate m§1l and wire services in the
transportAof fﬁnds, documents,‘Eontracﬁé,,meﬁoianda, and
other communications throughout the Uﬁited States.

7. The activities of the defendant and its members,
as described herein, are within the flow of interstate
commerce, éndAhave a substantial effecﬁ upon. interstate
commerce. -
. v.

VIOLATION ALLEGED

8. For many years past, and continuing up to and

including the date of the filing of this Complaint, the

defendant and co-conspirators have been-engaged in a combina- -

tion aﬁd conspiracy in unreasoﬁable restraint of the aforesaid
trade and commerce in violation oﬁ.Sectiﬁn 1l of the She;maﬁ
Act. Said unlawful combination and.conspiracy is continuing
and will continue unless the rélief hereinafter prayed for
is granted.
of a cont1nu1ng agreement, unoerstandlng and concert of action
among the defendant and co-conspirators, the substantlal terms
of which have been and are: .'“
(a) That ﬁhe dcfcndaﬁt.adopt, pﬁblish

and distributc a Code of Professional Respcnsi-

bility containing provisions prohibiting lawyers
from engaging in price nﬁvortising‘and ofhcr

advertising about the availobility and cost of

J(“‘.}til :"'(\lh‘:‘j\.'k‘.ﬂ; ' “-—

- 9. The aforesaid combination and conspiracy has consisted

ISR P



—- ’ )
4 3
‘

(b) That the mcmbers of the ABA abide by
- * said provisions of the Code of Profcssional
"Responsibility;
(¢) That the defendant and éo—conspirétors
poliée said provisions of ;he Coéc‘of Professionai
Respohsibility. J .

10. For the purpose of effectuating the aforesaid combina-
tion and conspiracy, the defendant and co-conspirators have
-~ done those thipgs which, as hercinbefore alleged, they agreed

to do. ‘
VI.
EFFECTS
11.. The aforesaid combination and conSpiracy has had
the following effects, among others:
(a) - ?rice competition in the provision of
legal services has been restrained;_
. (b)"Pﬁreha$ers and potential pgrchasers'of
‘.legal services have been deprived of the opportunity
to -obtain information about the-cpst_and availability
of legal services; -
(c) Purchasers of legal serviceé have been

deprived of the benefits of free and open competition
in the sale of such services; - |
(d) _Lawycrs have been restained in their ability
to make legal services'readily and fully available to
consﬁmers;'_ |
PRAYER

 WHERET'ORE, plaintiff prays:

1. Tﬁat the Court.ndjudgg and decrcee-that the defendant
has cngaged in i unlawful 'cog.‘.!,winnt'j(vri_an(‘l c:onspi,raéy in
yreotraint of Uhe ';iff:L'Cf:Cl.‘:d rade and commcluoc in v.iu];.rl'.ion ol

Section 1 of Uhio Shoymaen Act. ) .-
-
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combination and conspiracy.

0 -«
2. That the dﬁfcndant, i£s officcré,'éovcrnors,'agcnt;,
cmployées, and all other persons acting or claiming to act on
its behalf be cnjoinéd and restrained Qrom coptinuing, maintain-
ing or rcncwing the aforcsaid combination and éonspiracy, and
from onturlng into, malntalnlng, or pdrthlpatlhg in any agrccment,

understandlng, plan, program or other arrangemcnt having the pur-

pose or effect of continuing, malntalnlng or renew1ng such

3. That the defendant be required to cancel those proviéions

of its Code of Professional ResponSLblllty and every other rule,

oplnlon, resolution, or statement of policy whlch have the purpose

or effect oﬁ suppressing or restricting advertising by lawyers.:
4. That the plaintiff have such other and further relief

a§ the nature of the case may require and the Court may deem

just and proper under the circumstances. '

5. That the plaintiff recover the costs of this suit.
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