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| NFORVATI ON

The United States of Anerica, acting through its attorneys,
char ges:

1. Manufacturers Corrugated Box Co., Inc. ("Manufacturers")
is hereby made a defendant on the charge stated bel ow.

DESCRI PTI ON OF THE OFFENSE

2. Beginning as early as April 1984 and continuing until at
| east July 1991, the exact dates being unknown to the United
States, the defendant and co-conspirators engaged in a conbination
and conspiracy in unreasonable restraint of interstate trade and
commerce in violation of Section 1 of the Sherman Act (15 U. S.C
81).

3. The aforesaid conbination and conspiracy consisted of a
conti nui ng agreenent, understandi ng, and concert of action anong
t he def endant and co-conspirators, the substantial terns of which
were to rig bids and allocate contracts for the supply of display

materials awarded by Philip Mrris, Inc.



4. For the purpose of formng and effectuating the aforesaid
conbi nati on and conspiracy, the defendant and co-conspirators did
t hose things which they conbi ned and conspired to do, including,
anong ot her things:

(a) designating which supplier of display materials

woul d be the | ow bidder on contracts awarded by Philip
Morris, Inc. and arranging for one or nore higher,
nonconpetitive price quotations or bids from other
suppliers to be submtted to Philip Mrris, Inc.; and

(b) maki ng substantial paynents of noney or

arrangi ng for substantial paynents of noney to be nade to
pur chasi ng agents at Philip Mrris, Inc. for their

assi stance in furthering the conspiracy.

DEFENDANT _AND CO- CONSPI RATORS

5. Manufacturers is incorporated in New York and has its
princi pal place of business in Maspeth, New York. Manufacturers
is a producer of point-of-purchase display materials. During the
period covered by this Information, Philip Mrris, Inc. was a
significant custonmer of Manufacturers.

6. \Wenever in this Information reference is made to any act,
deed, or transaction of any corporation, such allegation shall be
deened to nean that the corporation engaged in such act, deed, or
transaction by or through its officers, directors, agents,
enpl oyees, or other representatives while they were actively
engaged in the managenent, direction, control, or transaction of

its business or affairs.



7. Various persons and firnms, not nmade defendants herein,
partici pated as co-conspirators in the offense charged herein and
performed acts and nade statenents in furtherance thereof.

TRADE AND COMVERCE

8. Display materials are used by many manufacturers, anong
them cigarette, consuner health goods, food, |iquor and cosnetic
conpani es, as a neans of pronoting their products.

9. During the period covered by this Information, Philip
Morris, Inc. purchased substantial quantities of display materials
fromsuppliers |located throughout the United States. These
purchases were often nmade by issuing a contract to a supplier
after the supplier had submtted a witten price quotation or bid
pursuant to Philip Mrris, Inc.'s practice to seek at |l east three
conpetitive bids for sizable contracts.

10. Between April 1984 and July 1991, the defendant and
co-conspirators obtai ned a substantial nunber of contracts for
di splay materials fromPhilip Mourris, Inc. From 1987 through m d-
1991, Manufacturers obtained contracts for display materials from
Philip Morris, Inc. worth approxinmately thirty-one mllion dollars
($31, 000, 000) .

11. During the period covered by this Information, the
activities of the defendant and co-conspirators with respect to
the sale of display materials to Philip Mrris, Inc. were within
the flow of, and substantially affected, interstate conmerce.

DEFI NI T1 ON

12. "Display material s" nmeans the nmanufacture, assenbly, or



packagi ng of any printed point-of-purchase display material s,

including but not limted to display stands, posters, banners,

counter cards, or sell sheets,

used for the advertising or

pronoti on of consuner goods, primarily in retail stores.

JURI SDI CTl1 ON AND VENUE

13. The af oresaid conbi nati on and conspiracy was forned and

carried out, in part, within the Southern District of New York

within the five years preceding the filing of this Information.
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