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In the months since the 4.0 browsers shipped, a lot
has changed. Both vendors are closer to supporting
the emerging Document Object Model that will
allow true browser-independent dynamic HTML.
Microsoft has made a push toward cross-platform
compatibility by delivering Solaris, Win16, and Mac
versions of IE 4.x. Netscape has gone even farther
by opening its source code to the public. We've also
seen the browser makers take swift steps to fix a
number of bugs.

In short, both browscrs are better than they used to
be. But Netscape Communicator is our new choice.
We originally gave cur Editors' Choice award to
Internet Explorer based on its innovative features
and fast performance. Over time, however, our
experiences--and those of our readers--showed that
the demands IE 4.0 places on systems can cause
some serious problems. We saw and heard reports
of video errors, resource shortages, and--in a few
cases--system failures that forced Windows -

L

completely stable yet. So we pick Communicator
4.05 as our choice for Windows 95/Windows NT
4.0, despite TE 4.01's superior feature sct and its
performance edge.

S - . It is worth noting that the Mac, Windows 3.1, and
ynamic HTME 1_ng

Unix versions of 1E are basically free of the
problems that plague the Windows 95 version. Like
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all browsers, they have their quirks, but since they
can't manipulate the operating system to the same
degree as their Win95 counterpart, the potential for
damage is considerably smaller.

If you're on Windows 3.1 with limited resources, IE
4.x is a little easier on your system, and its mail
program is tough to beat. Like its IE for Mac
cousin, IE 4.x for Windows 3.1 has no built-in
HTML cditing or online conferencing tools, so
you'll have to go with Communicator if thosc things
are important to you. If you're really strapped for
resources, you might find that an alternative
browser like Opera is just what you need.

If you use a Macintosh, yours is a tough choice.
Internet Explorer uses less RAM, renders HTML
more quickly, and performs significantly better with
Java. Its mail client is vastly superior to
Communicator's as well. If you're a home user who
doesn't need conferencing or Wysiwyg authoring,
we'd suggest going with IE. If, on the other hand,
you're in a corporate setting and online conferencing
and integrated HTML editing are important 1o you,
Communicator is your only choice.

Microsofi has made a noble push into the UNIX
market, and we have every reason to believe that'll
continue. As it now stands, though, IE only
supports Solaris--and only as a Preview release.
While we're waiting on the true arrival of 1E 4.x for
UNIX, Communicator is still the only real choice.

Go to "Overview: Netscaps Communicator 4.05"
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Browsers

— —— It's getting harder
CUNNER ] Communioator 4x | g regmem%er this
far back, but just two years ago, these two browser
suites were really just browsers. And while both
suites now sport tons of nonbrowsecr features like
email and conferencing, they are--at their cores--still
all about browsing thc World Wide Web.

The latest thing in Wcb browsers is dynamic

HTML1.. With it, you can create the kinds of
multimedia-enriched, dynamic Web pages
previously only possible with a plug-in, a Java
applet, or an ActiveX control. Unfortunately, the
standards for dynamic HTML are still in flux. Until
the W3C comes out with the official standard, we're
stuck with incompatibilities between IE 4.x's version
of dynamic HTML and Communicator's.

While they may not yet agree on dynamic HTML,
both browsers have undergone some user interface
enhancements. Both products finally have toolbars
you can turn on or off with the click of a mouse.
And both now support our beloved IntelliMouse,
which makes scrolling through long Web pages so
much easicr (although Microsoft supports more of
its features than Netscape docs).

It's nice to see that as both Netscapc and Microsoft
beef up their browser suites, they haven't forgotten
about the browser itself.

. ra ERREEE BT 5 PR g R L E T T
| Browsers 1o: 7 Ponbimminisstobnione | SR Bploerds

User interface

Comextmenus ———— Yes_ R Yes, )
Joolwps . Yes_ SR <- N
Configumable toolbars Some Yes
ntellMouse support Yes Yo

Search enhanceisents No Search Bar

Oftline

browsing

Browsabls cache _ Mo Yo
Subscuptions Yes Yes -

Noatifieatuon Yen Yes o

HTML support

HTML. 32 Yes Yo

HTMIL editur Conwpusu FramtPage Laproe~s

Carcading sivile Yo Yes

shests

Pyuaac HTNL Lavertag Yes -

Fuil screen mode Yes Yes

Lavers Layer tag. Style ~neets

siyfe shects - .

Go 10 “Browsers,_Netscape Communcator 4.05"




LN L KEVIEWS - COINPATAUYC REVICW D - DS OI UC SUMU DIOWSED = IVIdI 8NA Iews

Jverview

L

Erowsets

|

MMa1l and news r:gu >

Conferencing

|

Authoring

|

g

Push

I-L
]
I

- Performance o=
| S—————-ludes|

Deskto
niegration

tv

Security

|

Exrensibility

L

Fiatfarm
upport

[

Stamlity

|

go

Cemparisen chart- -'-'}—-19,,

Decision Maker ;. 1——] g'o :

What bt il

the S0 Prowseré 7r—!gq )

punarnic HTML = === g;—

Mail and news

,wﬁi] -Internet Explorer 4.x ] :rrller:szgn‘gagst’h ¢
most important part of the Internct. Email is
currently the most common and direct form of push
technology--we get hundreds of little pieces of
information dropped into our electronic in-boxes
every day. And newsgroups offer a wealth of
information and opportunities for
community-building, both on the public Usenet and
in private newsgroups. But this incredible ocean of
information is getting more difficult to navigatec.
With varying degrecs of success, Netscape and
Microsofi have added features to their mail and
news clients to address the deluge.

It looks like we may have finally arrived at a
common solution for Internet address books:
Lightweight Directory Access Protocol (LDAP). An
LDARP server can store user information, such as
phone numbers and snail mail and email addresses.
Netscape's Messenger and Microsoft's Quilook
Express both act as LDAP clients, so corporations
standardizing on LDAP servers can easily set up one

- consistent, up-to-date address book that everyone in

the company can use. In fact, Web sites such as
Fourll run LDAP servers that the public can
access.

We're less pleased about HTML-formatted
messages. With both Messenger and Outlook
Express, HTML has become the standard way to
send formatted messages. You can send out plain
text messages for anyone still running
HTML-ignorant email packages and newsreaders.
But anyone who gets an HTML message in a
text-only client isn't going to be happy as they try to
separate the content from the code.

Neither Messenger nor Qutlook Express is really
ready to be a full-enterprise messaging client like
Lotus Notes or Novell Groupwise. But both are
clearly superior to their predecessors and show the
promise of standards-based messaging.
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rMaﬂ and news

Mail

IMAP Yo Yoo
L.DAp Yeas Yes
Oflipe reading Yo Tes
Oftline reph Yar Yes
Inbox Direct support Yes Yes
hilias Yes Yes
Multzple mn-boxes Yeu Yes
Create H AL mail Yo Yoo
Nested folders Yes Yer
News

Multiple news servers Yes Yo
Ofllme reading ’ . ’ . Y= Yo
Offline reph Y NS
Autormnaire threading Yeo e
Filtas | Yes i Yey
Message

security

Digital signatures Yo Yo
Tnenyption Reamires certificare Requrres certifivate

Go 1o "Muail and news: Netscape Communicator 4.05" @
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CINETSCAFE

ST T MICROSOFT ..
BOTH " - COMMUNICATOR. . -INTERNET. .
f - BRODUCTS < - oo @X o —EXPLORERTE.X.
- i .-- r——m st - Do e —0 e gt il -
¥
Overview :go AUthorlng
- —— You're never going
‘NINNER’ Communicator 4o -
Prowsers —— "mrnu'mcator il —‘ to COIlquC the
HTML authoring tools included with either of these
Matl 2na news browser suites for a serious Wysiwyvg HTML editor
— . . . ~r 1 =
that can create and maintain an entire Vveb site. The
Confersreng HTML capabilities are there largely to support
messaging--both Netscape Composcr and Microsoft
Authoring FrontPage Express help you create formatted cmail
¥ messages and newsgroup postings.
Fush r——_—-—, ™
As such, they support only the basics of HTML
Performance 151 editing: tables; text formatting, such as headings and
° fonts; and image and link insertions. Neither
resktn . .
“Integration rgm, authoring tool supports advanced features like style
sheets or frames. For those, you'll need a standalone
Seourity sl HTML editor.
Exzenzinthy — —— T — ST
T @ rﬁqtrnqriﬁg T L . Cey “Internet Exp!
Plziform Wysiwy g HTML cartor Yes
&ﬂh HTMI m emal Yeo
Tables Yes
Frames _ R
Objects ActiveN, Java
Imiage editing i No
Styie sheets : } No Ne
— Go to "Authoring: Netscape Communicator 4.05" g3
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Overview -ﬂ P us h
winneRr [———————— Wec're still not sure
(UNNER) rie 7 ] that push technology

Browsers : . N N X "

= is really the next big thing in Internet browsing. But
Man snd news clearly both Netscape and Microsoft have decided to
—N make a go of it--they both include push support in -

Conferencina_r—m their respective browser suites.

4uthorin The companies' different approaches to push clearly
“ . . - -
show their divergent philosophies. Netscape's

Fush &, Nelcaster is a Java- and JavaScript-based add-on for
the version of Navigator 4.x that comes with both the
Performanze g full Communicator suite and the standalone browser.
bestten Netcaster's separatc nature means Netscape can
integration g eventually deliver its push solution to all the platforms
where Navigator 4.x runs.

Security Eg 3

Microsoft has decided to marry its push solution

Extensibility 1 much more intimately to its browser, in the same way
P1atform that it has substantially incorporated its browser into
support___ g its operating system. IE 4.x's Active Channels are

inseparable from the browser itself: you subscribe to a
Sevility_ rgm channel as part of your Favorites. You can even
browsc the channels when IE 4.x is offline.

l -,F’ush ?-‘
HTML onth: clc~klo
Sereensaver mode

Subscriptions } Yes
Content providers ABC News, CNET PointCast, Bac LW el\

— Dc‘al\l\‘f‘l applets No ~ Yes
= Content sp.xl[uauon HTML, lavaSenpt CDF
Dunarnic HTML - "oy gel, Ofiline mede Yeu . Yes

Go to "Push” Netscape Conmmunicator 4.05" -
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Performance
Speed freaks, be

lﬂ'_“‘ﬁ{ Internet Explorer 4.x l wamed: these

bloated browsers are slower to launch than their
previous incarnations, but that's just the naturc of the
beast. However, both run Java applets more quickly,
which may or may not be so important as more and
more Web sites remove them. But if your intranet
applications rely on applets, you'll benefit from the
performance bump.

We tested using Pendragon Software's CaffeineMark
3.0, a popular Java benchmark, to test the speed of
both Netscape and Microsoft. Internet Explorer 4.x
handily beat Communicator 4.x on the test, by just
over 20 percent. With the releases of Communicator
4.04 and 4.05, Netscape has improved the speed at
which applets load, but the company still hasn't
completely closed the Java performance gap.

We also tried a simple large-image test. CNET has a
test page with links to GIFs of various sizes. You
click a link and time how long it takes for the browser
to load the page. To test these browsers, we choose
the largest test image. a 1.77MB GIF of Richard
Hart's smiling face. We tested early in the morning,
when essentially we were the only people on CNET's
internal network, to avoid introducing too much
variable delay from network traffic. Again, Intcrnet
Explorer beat Communicator each time we ran the
test.

Our final speed test was to see how fast both
browsers load and render IITML pages. We grabbed
a representative sample of pages off the Web and
created copies on an internal test server. We then
instrumented the pages with a JavaScript timer to see
how long it took to load each page. The number in
the table below represents the total load time for a set
of 8 pages, averaged over three runs. As with the
large-image test, we ran under near-ideal conditions
on our network, so your mileage will vary. But in"our
testing, Internet Explorer was consistently faster.

T L L, % e “-\-' S, T N _q
, Ferformance I Comnmtnicaton 4 . { Intzcngt-Explorer 9.
Speed
CaffeineMaik 30 *
Farge GIF download
f.oad HTAILL

713
16 5 seconds
26 & seoonds -

637
22 weoonls

33 4 seconds

* )
G arger vahie i hettety
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Qvorvices . I Extensibility
— Netsca
. — pe propelled
QUANNER] Tie . 7] multimedia on the

Erowsers

C———="%5  [nternet when it first introduced the plug-in

Meil and news architecture for Navigator 2.0. Using plug-ins,
=5 developers quickly added support for new media
Conferencing 1 types (such as sound, animation, and video) to what
= had been a basic text-and-graphics browser. The idea
caught on, and plug-ins became the de facto standard

for extending a browser's capabilities. Even 1E 3.x
Push g supports Netscape plug-ins.
Performance Then Java applets arrived on the scene. Like plug-ins,
A ~Jjava can add new features to plain browsers. But
eckiop

integrarion g unlike plug-ins, which you have to download and
install, Java applets install themselves on demand.
Security 5ot Microsoft saw the value of this approach and married
it to OLE technology to produce ActiveX Controls.
Evensibility gz, As with Java, ActiveX Controls download and install
Ctattem themselves automatically. However, they provide the
swpert performance of a plug-in. The downside: where Java
applets work on any Java-ready platform, ActiveX

Stability gl Controls run on Windows 95 and Windows NT 4.0
only, and their added functionality may come at a cost
_i.o—- tO security.

-2z That's where the situation has stood since the 3.x
,&‘SM'—H;TH browsers arrived, and not a whole lot has changed
- with the 4.x versions. Communicator 4.x supports a
new way to download applets and some changes to
- the JavaScript scripting language, while IE 4.x gets an
1 updated version of JavaScript and a new way to
""" package HTML pages called scriptlcts. Other than
that, extensibility for the two browsers remains
essentially on par.

“What shout i ..' .
the '-‘:U browsers?
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l Extensibility- °

i)

Java

Jr

Installable applets
Scripting
JavaSeript
VBSeriL

Other

Yos
IR

JavaSerpt 1 2
Ao
No

Plug-ins/ActiveX

Dyuanueally anstalled
Active document -
Multimedia
ANT
MPLEG
QuickTie
VRML

Streammg media

Other

Plug-in~
Yes

Yes
No
Yoo
—_— 20

ReziPlayer

Yeos
CAB

FCAMASenpt
Yes
ActiveX seripling

ActiveX Controls
Yo

Ye-_
Yes
Tos
.20
RealPlaver.
_ NeiShow
AIFF, WAV

A

Go 10 "Extcnsibility: Netscape Communicator 4.05" 3
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Platform support

Overview :_—-lg 5
Browssers : a0

— Netscape continues
GUNNER] -Communioator 45 | to be the clear leader
in terms of supporting a variety of operating systems.
The company has shipped versions of Communicator
on more than 16 different platforms, from Windows
3.1 to Linux to Power Mac. And Netscape has made

=

Conferencing -m
a point of keeping the feature sets nearly identical
Awhoring g across the board. Additionally, with Netscape's recent
decision to give away its source code to the public,
Pust g, Wemay soon see Communicator popping up on

everything from sct-top boxes to the Amiga.
Performsance Eﬂo
- Meanwhile, Microsoft has shown some interest in
D htearaticn g moving IE 4.x across platforms. Versions of IE 4.x
for the Mac, Windows 3.1, and Solaris are either

Security ol shipping or in public beta, with additional UNIX
support for AIX, HP-UX, and IRIX promised.
Edensibiity_r—gg1 Unfortunately, many of IE 4.x's features are Windows
rattorm 95/NT-specific (such as the Active Desktop) and
suppurt e , won't translate well--if at all--to other platforms.

Stapiity o Microsoft is closing the gap, but it's unlikely that
Redmond will ever catch Netscape in the
cross-platform competition.

Cemparison chga- '3——1-9'0- : —_

. k! 4 P T R RN ¥t W X
Decisien Maker =1 go1 form support © - : Jf,-jl I
L - '. T : Windows 3 !
what about Windows 93

ihe SObrowsers?rgel,  Wipdows NT 3.5x
AL Windows NT 40

- : _ Windows CE

PM‘L—_TEIJ _-\T.-I.E-ln[&_::&h_l\_Po:ac_rP(_“.-

) ’ Macmiosh (880¢3)

Solans

IRIX

HPUX

Othar Uiy

0s.2

Lanun

Go 10 "Platdonn suppog: Netscape Communicator 4.05” @
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Geervren = Performance
E____,W' NNER | [nternet Explorer 4.x" I Speed freaks, be
rowsers — — - warned: these
bloated browsers are slower to launch than their
Ml and news previous incarnations, but that's just the nature of the
beast. However, both run Java applets more quickly,
Conferencin which may or may not be so important as more and
% more Web sites remove them. But if your intranet
putroring g applications rely on applets, you'll benefit from the
performance bump.
Pusn -m

We tested using Pendragon Software's CaffeineMark
Performance 3.0, a popular Java benchmark, to test the speed of

. -

' ¥ both Netscape and Microsoft. Internet Explorer 4.x
Defﬁfé’g” ration —5z  handily beat Communicator 4.x on the test, by just

: over 20 percent. With the releases of Communicator
Security & 4.04 and 4.05, Netscape has improved the speed at
which applets load, but the company still hasn't

Exensitility_r—g1 completely closed the Java performance gap.
e g We also tried a simple large-image test. CNET has a

test page with links to GIFs of various sizes. You

stamity g click a link and time how long it takes for the browser
to load the page. To test thesc browsers, we choose
the largest test image, a 1.77MB GIF of Richard
Hart's smiling face. We tested early in the morming,
when essentially we were the only people on CNET's
internal network, to avoid introducing too much
variable delay from network traffic. Again, Internet
Explorer beat Communicator each time we ran the

il test.

Our final speed test was to see how fast both
browsers load and render HTML pages. We grabbed
a representative sample of pages off the Web and -
created copies on an internal test server. We then
instrumented the pages with a JavaScript timer to see
how long it took to load each page. The number in
the table below represents the total load time for a set
of 8 pages, averaged over three runs. As with the
large-image test, we ran under near-ideal conditions
on our network, so your mileage will vary. But in"our
testing, Internct Explorer was consistently faster.

A AR DR 2E s
, Ferformance l_"“_i;\:vr_mz_runw\ata:r G ’ “Internst Exploret 4»:{
Speed
CaflemeMardk 30 * 637 773
T arge Gil download 227 seeonids 16 5 seootids
load H A, 33 4 seaends 26 8 seoomds

" .
Larper value 1s beite
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Web White & 'SIGN UFTODAY
1998 Flection Information — WEB WHITE ang BLUE )

T
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COMPARISCING

Starting with "CNET rccommends,” you can read our in-depth
comparison between these two browser suites. We've also
gathered here, on one page, the major featurcs of both. Scan
the list to sce which one fits your needs. You can also try our
Decision Maker to help decide which one to download and
install as your default browscr.

v o T, )
I rpet_'.gxp‘_lore.ﬁﬁ.xji

I}Fﬁyserts—f Lo . T::.:_go'rmfzﬁ; eqorl
User interface

Context menus Yoo Yo

Tool ups A = Yes Yes

Configurable teolbas Sanmie Yee

IntelliMouse support Yos Yes

Offline

browsing

Brow sable cache L No Yes

Subscriplions i Yo Yoo

Noiifteation Yes Yes
— HTML support

HmLiz o . L Xe | XYes

HTML editar Commposer FromPage Express on

Windows 95 only
Cascading styvle

Yeu Yeg
sheets : L o oL
Pynamc 1HITML Yes i Yes
Fuli-~creen made Yoo Yo

T £ .

Layers Layer tag Siyle sheots

__style sheets
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[ _Mail nd news -

Mail

MaP Yoo Yes
LDhAP Yex Yes
Oitliue reading Yoo Yeu
Otthne reply Yes Yes
Inbox Direct support Yes Yes
Filters Yed Yes
Multple 18-boes Yus Yes
Creare H ML niail i Yeo B Yus
Nested folders Yes Yes
News

Multiple newes »en ers Yoo Yes
Ottling readin: _ Yeo Yos
Otfline reply Yeo oo Yes
Automang treading Yes Yen
Filiers } - Yes Yes
Message

security

Pignal signatures Yeu Yes
Encryption Kequrres certificate Requares cemiicate

Iternet Explorer. 4.
Audiy & video. Wimdows

eronféré;lbipg B

H.323 conterencing Audio
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Ohpeas Na ActiveX, Java
linage vditing No Nv

Style sheets No Nop
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Screensaver made Yes
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De-kiop applets No
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Remote desktop No
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(Windows 95/NT 4.4 only)
OLE ¢Windows 93/NT 4 0 OLE, ActiveX (Windows
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{Windows 95/NT 4 U only)
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Installable applets JAR
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Other No
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Dy namically installed Plug-ins
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Multimedia
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Yoo
Yes
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RewPlayer,
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Windows 3.1 . . o Yes
Windows 95 } Yes
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Windows NT40 7 Yes Yes )
Windows CE No - Yas
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AIX - Yeu Na
Lanux Yoo No
0SSz Yes No
Orher U Yo No
Souree coda avariable Yes No




CINI ) Keviews - COMparauve Keviews - Batlue ol e sSuma prowsers - Lonierencing nap 7/ wWww,cnel.Coly CORICNY K CVICW M _OMPAre/ ISTOWSCIS4/ssU 1 C.ntny

Paeven, ' . o Lo 2
1 -da .

N

“MICROSOFT =

3 e N ETSTARET
-GUMMUNICATC_JE

S INTERNET

EROSUCTS: - 70 hihiidax | T SEXELARER 9.
A\
Conferencing

.
Cyerviaw :\ a0

Audio- and
Browsers :gu especially

: : videoconferencing over the unpredictable bandwidth
Mzl and news of the Internet remains a black art. TCP/IP underlies
communications on the Internet, and it was never
Conferencing_r— fiesigned Fo support the kinds of demands placed on
- sl it by multimedta content.

W?NNER]l lnte'mét'Exp]orer4x l

&uthoring ‘ :__lgo

We'll sce changes in the coming years as Internct

Fush gl hardware improves to support new TCP/IP
extensions that will provide the assured bandwidth
Performance g required by voice and video. In the meantime, we
Descten think the latest vers-ions of Netscape Conference and
integration 51 Microsoft NetMceting make for almost tolerable
comumunications with today's network
Security gt infrastructure. But Internet confercncing is not quite

ready to replace the handset and POTS (plain old
Excensibility_r—g telephone system).

Platform

support__ However, if you have plenty of bandwidth, Internet
telephony can save time--and money. You can
Stadility gl communicate with others while sharing a

whiteboard or sending files back and forth. In the
case of NetMeeting, you can also videoconfercnce

Coranarison chart D and share app]iCﬂtiOnS.
Decicion Makey: 1t

For the moment, the conferencing components of IE
what ot 17— and Communicator are interesting add-ons, but they

ke 20 broweers™ 5oL, aren't really core components like the browsers or
.. the cmail clients.

1133 conterencing Andio Audio & video
Shared whitebwoard Ye~ Yoo
\pplication sharmg, Ao Y
Text chat Yeu Yes
Mulhipoint support No No

Go to "Conferencing: Netscape Communicator +05" Eé*‘
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Extensibility
2 Netscape propelled

WlNNERI . . .

Erow sers (NMERY e & - 2 | ultimedia on the

 —— ; : i
Internet when it first introduced the plug-in

architecture for Navigator 2.0. Using plug-ins,

|

M21l and news

developers quickly added support for new media
Conferensing types (such as sound, animation, and video) to what
had been a basic text-and-graphics browser. The idea
Authoring caught on, and plug-ins became the dc facto standard
% for extending a browser's capabilitics. Even IE 3 .x
Push i supports Netscape plug-ins.

Performance g Then Java applets arrived on the scenc. Like plirg ins,
Doriten Java can add new features to plain browsers. But
integrarion 5 unlike plug-ins, which you have to download and
install, Java applets install themselves on demand.
Microsoft saw the value of this approach and married
it to OLE technology to produce ActiveX Controls.
Exensibility g As with Java, ActiveX Controls download and install
eiattorm themselves automatically. However, they provide the
_ suppert 5 performance of a plug-in. The downside: where Java
applets work on any Java-ready platform, ActiveX

Secun :lu 5

|

Sty s Controls run on Windows 95 and Windows NT 4.0
only, and their added functionality may come at a cost
-. to security.

<= That's where the situation has stood since the 3.x
browsers arrived, and not a whole lot has changed
what s TTio- 1. with the 4.x versions. Communicator 4.x supports a
e S0browsers?rgel pew way to download applets and some changes to

~— the JavaScript scripting language, while 1E 4.x gets an
updated version of JavaScript and a new way to
package HTML pages called scriptlets. Other than
that, extensibility for the two browsers remains
essentially on par.

,.
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Java

nr Yoo Yes
lostallable epplets AR CAB
Scripting

JavaSenpt JavaSerpt 1.2 ECMASerpt
VBserip No ey

Other No AcnveX senipting

Plug-ins/ActiveX

Dynwngeally instalied Plug-n- ActiveX Controls
Active document. Yoo Yes
Multimedia

AV _ Yes Yes
MPEG Ne Yes
QuickTime . L Y Yes
VRMI, o 20 . 26

. P ReelPlayor.
‘.qu wming muedia le?f:xzu NetShow
Other . LAIFLWAY o AFE Wav
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Platform support
Netscape continucs

WINMER 11 ;o
CUNNER . | commupicitor 4.x ) to be the clear leader

in terms of supporting a varicty of operating systems.
The company has shipped versions of Communicator
on more than 16 different platforms, from Windows
3.1 to Linux to Power Mac. And Netscape has made
a point of keeping the feature sets nearly identical
across the board. Additionally, with Netscape's recent
decision to give away its source code to the public,
we may soon see Communicator popping up on
everything from set-top boxes to the Amiga.

Meanwhile, Microsoft has shown some interest in
moving IE 4.x across platforms. Versions of IE 4.x
for the Mac, Windows 3.1, and Solaris are either
shipping or in public beta, with additional UNIX
support for AlX, HP-UX, and IRTX promised.
Unfortunately, many of IE 4.x's features are Windows
95/NT-specific (such as the Active Desktop) and
won't translate well--if at all--to other platforms.

Microsoft is closing the gap, but it's unlikely that
Redmond will ever catch Netscape in the
cross-platform competition.

Mak : -
lII?1.=<:1519n M a_gr—-r-—-m
¥hat about

the 50 browsers? 'go—

Dunamie HIML % yaa)’
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Windows 3.1 Yo
Windows 93 ) “Yes
Windows NT 3.5x i Y
Wmndows NT 4.0 ) Yoo |
Windows CE No
Macmtosh (PowerPCy Yes
Aacintosh (680} Yo
Solans Yo
IRIX Yo~
HPUx Yo
Other Unsx Y
08?2 Yes

I mux Yo
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