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16. A “Web client” is software that, when running on a computer connected to the

Internet, sends information to and receives information from Web servers throughout the

Internet.  Web clients and servers transfer data using a standard known as the Hypertext Transfer

Protocol (“HTTP”).  A “Web browser” is a type of Web client that enables a user to select,

retrieve, and perceive resources on the Web.  In particular, Web browsers provide a way for a

user to view hypertext documents and follow the hyperlinks that connect them, typically by

moving the cursor over a link and depressing the mouse button.

17. Although certain Web browsers provided graphical user interfaces as far back as

1993, the first widely-popular graphical browser distributed for profit, called Navigator, was

brought to market by the Netscape Communications Corporation in December 1994.  Microsoft

introduced its browser, called Internet Explorer, in July 1995.

II. THE RELEVANT MARKET

18. Currently there are no products, nor are there likely to be any in the near future,

that a significant percentage of consumers world-wide could substitute for Intel-compatible PC

operating systems without incurring substantial costs.  Furthermore, no firm that does not

currently market Intel-compatible PC operating systems could start doing so in a way that would,

within a reasonably short period of time, present a significant percentage of consumers with a

viable alternative to existing Intel-compatible PC operating systems.  It follows that, if one firm

controlled the licensing of all Intel-compatible PC operating systems world-wide, it could set the

price of a license substantially above that which would be charged in a competitive market and

leave the price there for a significant period of time without losing so many customers as to make
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the action unprofitable.  Therefore, in determining the level of Microsoft’s market power, the

relevant market is the licensing of all Intel-compatible PC operating systems world-wide.

A. Demand Substitutability

1. Server Operating Systems

19. Consumers could not turn from Intel-compatible PC operating systems to Intel-

compatible server operating systems without incurring substantial costs, since the latter type of

system is sold at a significantly higher price than the former.  A consumer intent on acquiring a

server operating system would also have to buy a computer of substantially greater power and

price than an Intel-compatible PC, because server operating systems generally cannot function

properly on PC hardware.  The price of an Intel-compatible PC operating system accounts for

only a very small percentage of the price of an Intel-compatible PC system.  Thus, even a

substantial increase in the price of an Intel-compatible PC operating system above the

competitive level would result in only a trivial increase in the price of an Intel-compatible PC

system.  Very few consumers would purchase expensive servers in response to a trivial increase

in the price of an Intel-compatible PC system.  Furthermore, a consumer would not obtain a

satisfactory substitute for an Intel-compatible PC operating system even if he purchased a server,

since server operating systems lack the features — and support for the breadth of applications —

that induce users to purchase Intel-compatible PC operating systems.

2. Non-Intel-Compatible PC Operating Systems

20. Since only Intel-compatible PC operating systems will work with Intel-compatible

PCs, a consumer cannot opt for a non-Intel-compatible PC operating system without obtaining a

non-Intel-compatible PC.  Thus, for consumers who already own an Intel-compatible PC system,


