
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

DISTRICT OF PUERTO RICO 

UNlTED STA TES OF AMERICA 

V. 

EDGARDO SOLA COLON 

Defendant. 

The United States charges that 

INFORMATION 

COUNT ONE 

CASE NO.    24-

15 U.S.C. § 1 

(Conspiracy to Restrain Trade by Fixing Prices) 

Background 

At all times relevant to this Infonnation: 

1. Reinforcing bar, or Rebar, is a steel bar typically used as a tension device in

reinforced concrete and reinforced masonry sh11ctures to sh·engthen and aid the concrete under 

tension. Rebar was used extensively in the construction of domestic and commercial buildings in 

the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. Rebar is a commodity subject to price fluchrntions. 

2. The steel industry in Puerto Rico was heavily dependent on imported metal, both

from foreign nations and from the Continental U.S. According to the International Trade Council, 

https://thetradecouncil.com/the-major-imp01ts-of-pue1to-rico/, "Impo1ted iron and steel are crucial 

for Puerto Rico's consh11ction and manufacturing industries ... . Puerto Rico relies on imports to 

support infrashl1cture projects, housing constmction, and indush·ial activities." In particular, rebar 

sold in Puerto Rico was frequently manufactured elsewhere. For example, according to statistics 

compiled by the government of Puerto Rico, in 2019 the Commonwealth impmted from other 

countJies approximately 60.4 million kilograms ofrebar, including 29.6 million KGs from the 
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