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Bear species in Glacier Park
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Glacier National Park is home to two species of bears:

. Grizzly bears (Ursus arctos horribilis), also known

as brown bears.
. Black bears (Ursus americanus).

It's important to know that the color of a bear is not a
reliable way to determine its species. Grizzly bears can
range in color from blonde to black, and black bears
can also be brown, blonde, or even a blue-gray color
phase seen in Southeast Alaska called the glacier

bear.

Here are some key characteristics to help distinguish
between the two species:

Grizzly Bears:

. Size: Generally larger than black bears. Adult males
can weigh 400 to 500 pounds on average, but can
occasionally reach up to 661 pounds or more. They
stand 3.5 to 4.5 feet tall at the shoulder on all fours

and can be over 8 feet tall when standing on their
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Grizzly Bears:

Size: Generally larger than black bears. Adult males
can weigh 400 to 500 pounds on average, but can
occasionally reach up to 661 pounds or more. They
stand 3.5 to 4.5 feet tall at the shoulder on all fours
and can be over 8 feet tall when standing on their

hind legs.

Shoulder Hump: Have a distinct hump of muscle
between their shoulders.

Facial Profile: Their face appears "dished" or

concave.
Ears: Rounded.
Claws: Longer (about 2-4 inches) and straighter.

Temperament: Can be more aggressive than black
bears, especially females with cubs.

Habitat: Tend to dwell in more open terrain but can
also be found in dense forests.

Black Bears:

. Size: Smaller than grizzlies. Adult males typically
weigh between 180 and 250 pounds, sometimes up
to 400 pounds. Females weigh between 120 and
180 pounds. They stand about 3 feet tall at the

shoulder.
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nuMpPers can Tiuctuate as pears ao not aanere stricty
to park boundaries. Glacier is considered to have one
of the largest remaining grizzly bear populations in the
contiguous United States. ~

When visiting Glacier National Park, it is crucial to be
"Bear Aware" for both species. This includes:

Making noise while hiking to alert bears to your

presence.

Hiking in groups of three or more people.
Carrying bear spray and knowing how to use it.
Storing food properly to avoid attracting bears.

Maintaining a safe distance (at least 100 yards)

from bears and other wildlife,

Never running from a bear; instead, back away

slowly. ~

Being knowledgeable about the bears in Glacier
National Park and following safety guidelines is

essential for a safe and enjoyable visit.
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When visiting Glacier National Park, it is crucial to be

"Bear Aware" for both species. This includes:

Making noise while hiking to alert bears to your

presence.

Hiking in groups of three or more people.
Carrying bear spray and knowing how to use it.
Storing food properly to avoid attracting bears.

Maintaining a safe distance (at least 100 yards)

from bears and other wildlife.

Never running from a bear; instead, back away
slowly. ~

1. Staying Safe Around Bears - Bears (U.S.
National Park Service)

b WWWY.NPS5.gov
Being knowledgeable about the bears in Glacier

National Park and following safety guidelines is
essential for a safe and enjoyable visit.
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When visiting Glacier National Park, it is crucial to be

"Bear Aware" for both species. This includes:

Making noise while hiking to alert bears to your

presence.

Hiking in groups of three or more people.
Carrying bear spray and knowing how to use it.
Storing food properly to avoid attracting bears.

Maintaining a safe distance (at least 100 yards)

from bears and other wildlife.

Never running from a bear; instead, back away
slowly! =

1. Staying Safe Around Bears - Bears (U.S.
National Park Service)

b WWW.Nps.gov
Being knowledgeable about the bears in Glacier

National Park and following safety guidelines is
essential for a safe and enjoyable visit.
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Staying Safe Around Bears - Bears (U.5. National Park Se...
nps.gov/subjects/bears/safety.htm

NPS.gov / Home / Staying Safe Around Bears

Staying Sate Around Bears

A bear approaches a visitor along a road at Brooks Camp in Katmai

Mational Park and Preserve, Alaska.
NPS Photo / Jake Bortscheller
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: N . v Web sources
to park boundaries. Glacier is considered to have one

of the largest remaining grizzly bear populations in the
contiguous United States. ~ Wildlife in Glacier National Park glacier.org

When visiting Glacier National Park, it is crucial to be
"Bear Aware" for both species. This includes: Bears - Glacier National Park (U.S. National... WWW.NPSs.gov

Making noise while hiking to alert bears to your

Bear Identification - Missoula Bears missoulabears.on
presence. g

Hiking in groups of three or more people.
Black Bears vs. Grizzly Bears - What's the... bearaware.com
Carrying bear spray and knowing how to use it.

Storing food properly to avoid attracting bears. ~ Ask a Bear: Why Do Grizzlies Have... www.backpacker.com

Maintaining a safe distance (at least 100 yards)
from bears and other wildlife. Bear basics - Bears in the mountain natio..  parks.canada.ca

Never running from a bear; instead, back away
slowly. ~ ' How to Tell the Difference Betwe... greateryellowstone.org

Being knowledgeable about the bears in Glacier

: : : . : Bear Identification - Glacier Bay National Pa... WWWwW.Nps.gov
National Park and following safety guidelines is i ps-9

essential for a safe and enjoyable visit.
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Bear Identification (U.5. National Park Servi... WWW.Nps.gov

Characteristics of Bears in Yellowstone - Na... WWW.NPSs.gov

What You Need to Know... www.glacierparkcollection.com
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nuMpPers can Tiuctuate as pears ao not aanere stricty
to park boundaries. Glacier is considered to have one
of the largest remaining grizzly bear populations in the

contiguous United States. -~

When visiting Glacier National Park, it is crucial to be
"Bear Aware" for both species. This includes:

Making noise while hiking to alert bears to your

presence.
Hiking in groups of three or more people.

Carrying bear spray and knowing how to use it.
Storing food properly to avoid attracting bears.

Maintaining a safe distance (at least 100 yards)

from bears and other wildlife,

Never running from a bear; instead, back away

slowly. ~

Being knowledgeable about the bears in Glacier
National Park and following safety guidelines is

essential for a safe and enjoyable visit.
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Hiking in groups of three or more people.
Carrying bear spray and knowing how to use it.
Storing food properly to avoid attracting bears.

Maintaining a safe distance (at least 100 yards)
from bears and other wildlife.

Never running from a bear; instead, back away

slowly. ~

Being knowledgeable about the bears in Glacier
National Park and following safety guidelines is

essential for a safe and enjoyable visit.
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Search related topics
Q bear species in Glacier Park
Q grizzly bears in Glacier Park

Q,  black bears in Glacier Park
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Hiking in groups of three or more people.
Carrying bear spray and knowing how to use it.
Storing food properly to avoid attracting bears.

Maintaining a safe distance (at least 100 yards)

from bears and other wildlife.

Never running from a bear; instead, back away

slowly. ~

Being knowledgeable about the bears in Glacier
National Park and following safety guidelines is

essential for a safe and enjoyable visit.
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Hiking in groups of three or more people.
Carrying bear spray and knowing how to use it.
Storing food properly to avoid attracting bears. ~

Maintaining a safe distance (at least 100 yards)

from bears and other wildlife.

Never running from a bear; instead, back away

slowly. -

Being knowledgeable about the bears in Glacier
National Park and following safety guidelines is

essential for a safe and enjoyable visit.
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@ Google Search found similar content, like this:

WWW.Nps.gov

Secure all food and odorous items safely and pack out all
garbage. Other scented items include toiletries, feminine
products, sunscreen, etc.

Was this check helpful?
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- Hiking in groups of three or more people. i ! National Park Service
Carrying bear spray and knowing how to use it.
. Storing food properly to avoid attracting bears. ~

- Maintaining a safe distance (at least 100 yards)

from bears and other wildlife.

- Never running from a bear; instead, back away

slowly. National Park

Glacier wvontana

Being knowledgeable about the bears in Glacier
National Park and following safety guidelines is
ALERTS CALENDAR

essential for a safe and enjoyable visit. o Az
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PARK CLOSURES

e Going-to-the-Sun Road Seasonal

Closure
The Going-to-the-Sun Road is closed for

WWW.Nps.gov _ the season at Lake McDonald Lodge on the

Secure all food and odorous items safely and pack out all west side and 1.5 miles west of St. Mary
garbage. Other scented items include toiletries, feminine Visitor Center on the east side. Winter

products, sunscreen, etc. weather may change these locations at any

@ Google Search found similar content, like this:

time.
: .
Was this check helpful? More »
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Hiking in groups of three or more people.
g in group peop GO g|e

« Carrying bear spray and knowing how to use it.
. Storing food properly to avoid attracting bears. - Q, bear species in Glacier Park $

Maintaining a safe distance (at least 100 yards)

- All Ime Short vid Vid N
from bears and other wildlife. e s Sl L e

Never running from a bear; instead, back away ‘_ Al Overview
slowly. ~
Glacier National Park is
home to two species of
bears: grizzly bears and
black bears. The park pro-
Check Completed - Understand the results vides habitat for a large griz-
zly bear population, estimated at around
e g &G M O : 300 individuals, and a population of around

N S

Being knowledgeable about the bears in Glacier
National Park and following safety guidelines is
essential for a safe and enjoyable visit.
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Search related topics X

Q bear species in Glacier Park _

Q grizzly bears in Glacier Park

Show more w

Glacier is home to both grizzly and black
bears. The park provides the core of one of
the largest remaining grizzly bear populations
in the lower 48 states.

Q black bears in Glacier Park
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