
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

TAMPA DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff, 

-vs-

BETHLEHEM STEEL CORPORATION, 
et al. , 

Defendants. 

CASE NO. 74-435 Civ-T-H 

ORDER 

Before the court is a motion to enter judgment filed by the 

Government on October 26, 1979. 

A competitive impact statement was submitted to this Court 

on August 3, 1979 relating to a stipulation and proposed final 

judgment filed in this civil antitrust proceeding pursuant to 

15 USC §16(b) and (h). 

The proposed final judgment was entered on August 9, 1979 

but was subsequently withdrawn by Supplemental Order to afford 

the United States an opportunity to publish the proposed judgment 

in the Federal Register for the 60-day period required by §l6(b). 

Attached to the Government's present motion is an affidavit 

of compliance which states that all the requirements of §16 have 

now been met. 

Accordingly, the final judgment, originally filed on 

August 9, 1979 is hereby CONFIRMED and the Clerk is directed to 

REENTER the judgment as stipulated by the parties. The Court 

retains jurisdiction of this cause for a period of five (5) years 

from the date hereof but the Clerk is directed to close the file 

for administrative purposes. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

DONE and ORDERED at Tampa, Florida, this day 

of November, 1979. 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
MIDDLE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 

TAMPA DIVISION 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

BETHLEHEM STEEL CORPORATION, 
FLORIDA STEEL CORPORATION, 
LACLEDE STEEL COMPANY, and 
OWEN STEEL COMPANY OF FLORIDA, 

Defendants. 

Civil No. 74-435-CIV-T-H 

FINAL JUDGMENT 

Plaintiff, United States of America, having filed its 

Complaint herein on August 5, 1974, and plaintiff and the 

defendants, by their attorneys, having consented to the entry 

of this Final Judgment, without the trial or adjudication of 

any issue of fact or law herein, and without this Final Judgment 

constituting evidence or an admission by any party consenting 

hereto with respect to any such issue; 

NOW, THEREFORE, before the taking of any testimony and 

without trial or adjudication of any issue of fact or law herein, 

and upon the consent of the parties hereto, it is hereby: 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED as follows: 

I. 

This Court has jurisdiction of the subject matter of 

this action and of the parties hereto. The complaint states 

a claim upon which relief may be granted against the defendants 

under Section 1 of the Sherman Act (15 U.S.C. §1). 

II. 

As used in this Final Judgment: 

A. "Re-bar Materials" means fabricated reinforcing steel 

bar materials, including but not limited to 1/4 inch to 1-1/2 

inch round and deformed reinforcing steel bars, steel wire 



mesh in varying gauges, and steel bar supports and accessories, 

used in reinforced concrete construction projects. 

B. "Mill(s)" means a person engaged in the production 

and sale of mill length reinforcing steel bars and in the 

fabrication and sale of re-bar materials. 

C. "Independent Fabricator(s)" means a person not 

affiliated with a mill who is engaged in the purchase of mill 

length reinforcing steel bars and in the fabrication and sale 

of re-bar materials. 

D. "Construction projects" means any proposed public 

or private building, facility or installation and any proposed 

addition thereto which incorporates re-bar materials. 

E. "Companies owned or controlled" by a defendant's 

parent means any company in which 50% or more of the stock 

is owned directly or indirectly by said parent or said 

parent's shareholders and their families. 

III. 

The provisions of this Final Judgment shall apply to each 

of the defendants and shall also apply to each of their domestic 

subsidiaries, successors and assigns and their officers, directors, 

agents and employees, and to all other persons in active concert 

or participation with any of them who shall have received actual 

notice of this Final Judgment by personal service or otherwise; 

provided, however, that this Final Judgment shall not apply to 

transactions or activities solely between a defendant and its 

directors, officers, employees, parent companies, companies owned 

or controlled by said parent, subsidiaries, or any of them when 

acting in such capacity. 

IV. 

Each defendant is enjoined and restrained from directly or 

indirectly entering into, adhering to, maintaining, enforcing 

or claiming any rights under any contract, agreement, understanding, 
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combination or conspiracy with any other mill, independent 

fabricator or other person to: 

A. fix, maintain or stabilize prices, or any other term 

or condition for the sale of re-bar materials in the State of 

Florida to any third person; 

B. allocate, limit or divide customers, construction 

projects, territories or markets in the sale of re-bar materials 

in the State of Florida; or 

C. submit knowingly any fraudulent or collusive bid 

to supply re-bar materials to any governmental entity or person 

in the State of Florida. 

v. 

Nothing in this Final Judgment shall prohibit defendants 

from negotiating or entering into any bona fide and arms-length 

contract, agreement or understanding to sell or furnish re-bar 

materials to any mill, independent fabricator or competitor, or 

joint venture, subcontract or similar contract or agreement, to 

sell or furnish re-bar materials for any specific construction 

project, or from preparing or presenting, with any mill, independent 

fabricator or competitor, a joint bid or offer to sell re-bar 

materials for any specific construction project in the State of 

Florida, provided, however, that the intention or fact that a 

defendant plans to submit or enter into a joint venture, subcontract 

or similar agreement, or negotiate, prepare or present a joint bid 

or offer to sell re-bar materials for any construction project in 

the State of Florida with any other defendant, mill, independent 

fabricator or competitor is made known to the purchaser of 

said materials, in writing, prior to or at the time of submission 

of any joint bid or offer to sell re-bar materials for any 

specific construction project in the State of Florida. 
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VI. 

Each defendant is ordered and directed to take the 

affirmative steps enumerated below to ensure compliance with 

each provision of this Final Judgment: 

A. Each defendant shall advise each of its officers 

and employees, who sell re-bar materials, have responsibility 

for or authority over the sale of re-bar materials, or the 

establishment of prices therefor in the State of Florida, of 

their obligations under this Final Judgment and of the criminal 

penalties for violation of this Final Judgment; 

B. Each defendant shall conduct, at least once each 

year for five (5) years after the entry of this Final Judgment, 

meetings of its officers and employees described above to 

review the terms of this Final Judgment and the requirement 

to comply therewith. 

VII. 

For a period of five (5) years from the date of entry 

of this Final Judgment, each defendant is ordered to file, 

with this Court and the plaintiff on each anniversary date of 

this Final Judgment, a written statement signed by an officer, 

setting forth the steps it has taken during the prior year to 

comply with Paragraph VI of this Final Judgment. 

VIII. 

A. For the purpose of determining or securing compliance 

with this Final Judgment, any duly authorized representative 

of the Department of Justice shall, upon written request of 

the Attorney General or the Assistant Attorney General in charge 

of the Antitrust Division, and on reasonabie notice to any 

defendant made to its principal office, be permitted, subject 

to any legally recognized privilege: 

1. Access during the office hours of such 

defendant to inspect and copy all books, 

ledgers, accounts, correspondence, memoranda, 
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and other records and documents in the possession 

or under the control of such defendant relating 

to any matters contained in this Final Judgment; and 

2. Subject to the reasonable convenience of 

such defendant and without restraint or inter­

ference from it, to interview officers, directors, 

agents, partners, or employees of such defendant, 

who may have counsel present, regarding any such 

matters. 

B. A defendant, upon the written request of the Attorney 

General or the Assistant Attorney General in charge of the 

Antitrust Division, shall submit such reports in writing, under 

oath if requested, with respect to any of the matters contained 

in this Final Judgment as may from time to time be requested. 

No information or documents obtained by the means provided 

in this Section shall be divulged by any representative of the 

Department of Justice to any person other than a duly authorized 

representative of the Executive Branch of the United States, 

except in the course of legal proceedings to which the United 

States is a party, or for the purpose of securing compliance with 

this Final Judgment, or as otherwise required by law. 

If at any time information or documents are furnished by 

a defendant to plaintiff pursuant to this Section, such defendant 

represents and identifies in writing the material in any such 

information or documents of a type described in Rule 26(c) (7) 

of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, and said defendant marks 

each pertinent page of such material, "Subject to claim of 

protection under Rule 26(c) (7) of the Federal Rules of Civil 

Procedure," then ten (10) days notice shall be given by plaintiff 

to such defendant prior to divulging such material in any legal 

proceeding (other than a Grand Jury proceeding) to which the 

defendant is not a party. 
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IX. 

Jurisdiction is retained by this Court for the purpose 

of enabling any of the parties to this Final Judgment to 

apply to this Court at any time for such further orders and 

directions as may be necessary or appropriate for the construction 

or carrying out of any of the provisions herein, for the modification 

of any of the provisions contained herein, for the enforcement of 

compliance therewith and for the punishment of violations thereof. 

x. 

Entry of this Final Judgment is in the public interest. 

This Final Judgment re-entered by Order of the Court of November 7, 1979. 

DATED November 8, 1979 WESLEY R. THIES, CLERCK 

BY 

. 
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