
U. S. v. SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CHAPTER, 
NATIONAL ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS ASS'N. 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES FOR 
THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA, CENTRAL 
DIVISION. 

Civil Action No. 1678-H. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, PLAINTIFF 

VS. 

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CHAPTER, NATIONAL ELECTRI-
CAL CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION, LOCAL UNION NO. 413, 
INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL WORK-
ERS, HEUMPHREUS-SMITH ELECTRIC COMPANY, J. W. 
BALDWIN, A. F. DUNCAN, JOHN GOTCHEL, ELIOT HAB-
ERLITZ, HARVEY HAIVIMOND, DON HEUMPHREUS, J. HUR-
LEY, E. W. HUSTON, FRANK MARTIN, PERRY J. MARTIN-
SEN, MYRON W. RORERTSON, CLINTON W. SMITH, 
HARRY P. ALLEN, P. BRICE, R. A. BROCKMAN, LYNN 
GORDON, J. B. MAULHARDT, M. SAUNDERS, C. SIMON, J. 
SMEDELEY, DEFENDANTS. 

CONSENT DECREE. 

This cause coming on to be heard on the 4th day of 
August 1941, and the defendants having waived process 
and service and having appeared herein, 

And counsel for the defendants and said defendants 
and each of them having consented to the making and 
entering of this Decree upon condition that neither such 
consent nor this Decree shall constitute nor be considered 
an adjudication nor even an admission that the de-
fendants, or any of them, have in fact violated any 
statute of the United States of America, or of the State 
of California, 

Now, THEREFORE, before any testimony has been 
taken, and in accordance with said consent of counsel 
and of said defendants and each of them, it is hereby 



ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED AS FOLLOWS: 

(1) That the Court has jurisdiction of the subject 
matter hereof and of all the parties hereto, and that the 
Complaint states a cause of action against the defendants 
under the Act of Congress of July 2, 1890 entitled "An 
Act to Protect Trade and Commerce Against Unlawful 
Restraints and Monopolies," and acts amendatory there-
of and supplementary thereto. 

(2) That the defendants, and each of them (except 
the defendant union, its officers, agents, members and 
their successors), and all of their respective officers, 
directors, agents, servants, employees, and all persons 
acting or authorized to act on behalf of the defendants, 
or any of them, be and they hereby are perpetually en-
joined and restrained from carrying out or continuing, 
directly or indirectly, expressly or impliedly, the combin-
ation or conspiracy to restrain interstate trade and com-
merce in violation of the aforesaid act of Congress in 
electrical equipment and materials used in the electrical 
contracting business, as alleged in the Complaint herein, 
and from entering into or carrying out, by any means 
whatsoever, any combination or conspiracy of like char-
acter or effect, and, more particularly, (but the enumera-
tion following shall not detract from the inclusiveness 
of the foregoing), from doing, performing, or agreeing 
upon, entering upon, or carrying out any of the follow-
ing acts or things: 

(a) Agreeing to establish, fix, maintain, or increase 
the prices to be charged for the sale, installation, or 
repair of electrical systems and electrical equipment 
and materials, or establishing, fixing, maintaining, or 
increasing the prices to be charged for the sale, install-
ation, or repair of electrical systems and electrical 
equipment and materials; 

(b) exchanging with each other information re-
garding the quantities of materials and labor and the 
cost thereof necessary for the performance of con-
tracts calling for the sale, installation, or repair of 
electrical equipment and materials as defined in the  

Complaint herein, for the purpose of establishing, 
fixing, maintaining, or increasing the prices to be 
charged for the sale, installation, or repair of electrical 
systems and electrical equipment and materials; 

(c) creating, operating, or participating in the 
operation of any association of electrical contractors 
maintaining a bid depository or similar common 
agency for the deposit of bids, or similar device; 

(d) from entering into any agreement with any 
electrical workers' union or association, the purpose 
or effect of which is to prevent any electrical contrac-
tor from procuring union labor; 

(e) acting concertedly, or agreeing, to discrim-
inate against any member of a labor union because 
such member works or has worked for any competitor 
engaged in the electrical contracting business; 

(f) interfering or agreeing to interfere in any way 
with free and open competitive bidding on any and 
all construction projects in the Santa Barbara area; 

(g) aiding, abetting, inducing, or assisting, indi-
vidually or collectively, others to do any of the things 
which the defendants are herein restrained from 
doing. 

(3) Defendants, their officers, directors, and agents, 
their successors, and all persons acting under them, 
through or for defendants or their successors, or any of 
them, be, and they are hereby, individually and perpetu-
ally enjoined and restrained from engaging in any of 
the following specific acts and practices: 

(a) Making, collectively or individually, false and 
misleading statements to wholesalers, jobbers, or 
other suppliers of electrical equipment and materials 
concerning any competitor engaged in the electrical 
contracting business, with the intent and purpose of 
inducing such wholesaler, jobber, or supplier to refuse 
to furnish electrical equipment and materials to such 
competitor; 

(b) making, collectively or individually, false and 
misleading statements to general contractors, owners, 



or builders concerning the credit of any competitor en-
gaged in the electrical contracting business or his 
ability to obtain electrical equipment and materials, or 
his ability to obtain union labor, or any similar state-
ment, with the intent and for the purpose of inducing 
such general contractors, owners, and builders to re-
frain from awarding contracts for the sale, installa-
tion, or repair of electrical systems and electrical 
equipment and materials to such competitor; 

(c) performing any act, or attempting, individually
or collectively, to coerce or compel any competitor en-
gaged in the electrical contracting business, by threats
or otherwise, to join the defendant association or 
similar organization. 
(4) That the defendant union, its members, officers, 

agents, and all persons acting, or authorized to act, on 
behalf of said defendant, are hereby perpetually en-
joined from doing, performing, or agreeing upon, enter-
ing upon, or carrying out any of the following acts or 
things: 

(a) entering into or carrying out any agreement 
with any employers' association or group of em-
ployers to withhold union labor, or to otherwise dis-
criminate in the furnishing of union labor to any con-
tractors or sub-contractors who are able and willing 
to comply with and abide by union requirements con-
cerning wages, hours, working conditions and collec-
tive bargaining. Any existing agreement or under-
standing shall be null and void to the extent that it 
conflicts with the provisions of this Decree; 

(b) threatening to withhold, or withholding, union 
labor from any contractor or sub-contractor, or other-
wise discriminating, or threatening to discriminate, in 
the furnishing of union labor, for the purpose of in-
ducing such contractor or sub-contractor to carry out 
the policies of, or cooperate with, or join any associa-
tion or group of contractors or sub-contractors; 

(c) threatening to withhold, or withholding, union 
labor from any contractor or sub-contractor, or other- 

wise discriminating, or threatening to discriminate, 
in the furnishing of union labor, for the purpose of 
giving any group of contractors or sub-contractors an 
unfair competitive advantage over such contractor or 
sub-contractor; 

(d) aiding, abetting, inducing, or assisting others 
to do any of the things which any of these defendants 
are herein restrained from doing. 

(5) That for the purpose of securing compliance with 
this Decree, authorized representatives of the Depart-
ment of Justice shall, upon the request of the Attorney 
General, or an Assistant Attorney General, be permitted 
access within the office hours of the defendants, to all 
books, ledgers, accounts, correspondence, memoranda, 
and other records and documents in the possession or 
control of defendants relating to any of the matters 
contained in this Decree; that any authorized representa-
tive of the Department of Justice shall, subject to the 
reasonable convenience of the defendants, be permitted 
to interview officers or employees of the defendants, 
without interference, restraint, or limitation by defend-
ants; that defendants, upon the written request of the 
Attorney General, shall submit such reports with respect 
to any of the matters contained in this Decree, as may 
from time to time be necessary for the proper enforce-
ment of this Decree. 

(6) That jurisdiction of this cause be, and it hereby 
is, retained for the purpose of enforcing, enlarging, or 
modifying the terms of this Decree upon application of 
the plaintiff or any of the defendants. 

Dated at Los Angeles, California, this 4th day of 
August 1941. 

LEON R. YANKWICH, 
United States District Judge. 
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