
Chief,'Litigation'III'Section'

Antitrust'Division'

U.S.'Department'of'Justice'

450'5th'Street'NW,'Suite'4000'

Washington,'DC'20001'

'

Re:'Justice'Department'Review'of'the'ASCAP'and'BMI'Consent'Decrees'

'

To'the'Chief'of'the'Litigation'III'Section:'

'

Each'of'us'is'a'songwriter'and'a'member'of'ASCAP,'an'association'that'we'are'proud'to'be'a'part'of'and'that'we'

greatly'value.'

'

We'write'today'in'response'to'the'Justice'Department’s'request'for'public'comments'on'the'issue'of'whether'

ASCAP'and'BMI’s'consent'decrees'should'require'the'PROs'to'license'on'a'100%'basis,'as'opposed'to'fractionally'

licensing'jointlyTowned'songs,'which'has'been'the'historical'industry'practice.'It’s'critical'that'our'voices'are'

heard,'because'a'shift'to'100%'licensing'would'negatively'impact'our'creative'freedom,'our'ability'to'choose'

which'PRO'licenses'our'music'and,'ultimately,'our'livelihood'as'songwriters.'

'

Songwriters'are'the'ultimate'small'business'owners.'Many'of'us'have'families'that'depend'on'the'income'we'

receive'from'ASCAP.'We'have'carefully'chosen'ASCAP'as'our'PRO'for'multiple'reasons:'the'trusted'relationships'

we’ve'developed'there;'the'opportunities'ASCAP'provides'for'our'music'to'be'heard;'the'various'training'and'

networking'opportunities'ASCAP'provides;'and'ultimately,'the'way'ASCAP'values'our'music'and'fights'for'

writers'to'get'fees'that'reflect'the'fair'value'of'our'work.'

'

Like'most'modern'songwriters,'we'often'choose'to'collaborate'with'other'writers.'Just'recently,'every'song'in'

the'Top'10'on'Billboard’s'Pop,'Country,'Christian,'and'R&B/HipTHop'charts'was'the'result'of'collaboration.'If'the'

practice'of'100%'licensing'is'mandated'by'the'Justice'Department,'our'coTwritten'works'could'be'licensed'–'and'

we'could'be'paid'–'by'a'PRO'that'represents'our'coTwriters’'interest'in'our'songs.'The'licensing'fee'the'other'

PRO'charges'might'be'lower'than'the'one'ASCAP'has'negotiated'or'fought'for'in'rate'court,'and'despite'our'

chosen'affiliation,'we'would'have'to'accept'the'lower'fee.'Because'ASCAP'values'music'differently'than'other'

PROs,'we'also'wouldn’t'be'able'to'keep'the'benefits'of'ASCAP’s'specific'valuation'system.'

'

As'a'result,'having'our'work'licensed'by'a'different'organization'than'the'one'each'of'us'has'chosen'could'

dramatically'affect'our'income.'It'could'delay'and'potentially'lower'our'royalty'payments,'which'would'now'

have'to'flow'through'two'PROs.'Somehow'we'would'each'have'to'monitor'what'we'are'being'paid'by'a'PRO'we'

have'no'relationship'with,'figure'out'whether'they'have'missed'any'of'our'performances,'understand'how'and'

when'they'will'pay'us,'determine'whether'we'are'getting'our'fair'shares'of'bonuses'under'the'other'PRO’s'

distribution'system,'and'so'on.'For'these'reasons,'it'might'no'longer'be'financially'viable'for'any'of'us'to'

collaborate'with'a'writer'outside'of'ASCAP.'

'

It'also'might'not'be'creatively'viable'either.'Successful'songwriting'means'being'able'to'work'with'songwriters'

of'our'choosing,'regardless'of'their'PRO'affiliation.'If'the'100%'licensing'model'were'imposed'on'the'PROs,'in'

order'to'keep'our'work'entirely'within'ASCAP,'our'PRO'of'choice,'we'would'have'to'collaborate'only'with'fellow'

ASCAP'writers.'All'of'a'sudden,'our'individual'and'careful'choice'of'collaborator'would'not'be'driven'by'artistic'

chemistry'or'compatibility,'but'by'rules'imposed'by'the'government.'The'100%'licensing'model'allows'the'

government'to'interfere'with'the'creative'process'and'effectively'dictate'our'collaborators'and'our'licensing'

representatives.'

'

As'we'understand'it,'music'users'from'radio'to'digital'music'services'to'local'television'have'all'traditionally'

paid'the'PROs'according'to'their'respective'shares'of'the'music.'Similarly,'ASCAP'has'only'ever'paid'us'for'our'

shares'of'coTwritten'songs.'What'the'Justice'Department'is'contemplating'is'in'stark'contrast'with'how'the'PROs'

have'been'conducting'business'for'decades'and'would'wreak'havoc'in'the'songwriting'world.'

'

We'urge'you'to'carefully'consider'your'decision'and'take'seriously'the'impact'it'will'have'not'only'on'all'

songwriters'across'our'nation,'but'also'on'our'creative'contributions'to'American'culture'and'music'lovers'

around'the'world.'Without'the'freedom'to'collaborate'and'choose'representation,'the'profession'of'songwriting'

is'in'jeopardy,'as'is'the'music'that'touches'all'of'our'lives.'

'

Sincerely,'

'
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Ryan Payne

Carson Peaco

Terry Pearson

Peyton Pearson

Daniel Pearson

Eric Pederson

Randall Peede

Shemariah Peeples



Dean Pelley

Porfirio Pendas

Susan Penna

Victor Penniman

Eleanor Penridge

Bradford Penrod

Michelle Pereira

Carlos Perez

San;Miguel Perez;5;Rodriguez

Lawrence Perfetti

Jeff Perkins

Bill Perry

Brett Perry

Andrea Perry

Gordon Perry

Michael ;(Mical);Perry;(Peri)

Spencer Perskin

Joacim Persson

Andre Pessis

Andre Pessis

Jeff Peters

Gretchen Peters

Paul Peterson

Ronnie Peterson

Vito Petroccitto

Nyla Petruccione

Jeanne Pettit

George Pettus

angela pettus

Daniel Pham

Adam Phaneuf

Erik Philbrook

Gary Philips

Joe Phillips

Anne Phillips

Sam Phillips

Nataliya Phillips

Eric Phillips

Carol Phillips

Eric Phipps

Shamal Phipps

Kevin Phiri

Cyndy Pickersgill

Marcel Pieraerts

Adrian Pieragostino

Brian Pierce

Becky Pierson

Stan Pijewski

Nicholas Pike

Vargus Pike

William Pilipchuk

Sandra Piller



jhonny pimentel

Luis;Carlos Pinedo

Stephie Piper

Matthew Piper

janna piper

Chris Pisano

Clarence Pitre

Zeno Pittarelli

Danny;R Pittman

Marc Pittman

Andrew Plan

Alison Plante

Rachel;Platt Platt

Greg Pliska

Kevin Plummer

David Plummer

Amanda Ply

Dan Pokorni

Ruth Polcari

Chip Polk

Dometi Pongo

Henry Pool

Ginger Pooley

Dennis Poore

Viktor Popovics

Bill Popp

John Porter

Robert Porter

Dave Porter

Frank Potenza

Tero Potila

John Potoker

Daniel Potruch

john potts

Jeffrey Poulos

Clyde Pound

alan powell

Paige Powell

Derek Power

devin powers

Amy Powers

Donald Poythress

Janelle Pradia

James Pratt

Gregory Prechel

Joan Prefontaine

John Pregler

Stephen Prescott

James Preston

Robert;Mack Price

teran price

Marion Price



Matthew Price

Daimon Price

Jordan Prince

Erika Proctor

Carlena Prophet

Caleb Prusso

Gabriel Pulido

Rita Pulvirenti

Tremayne Punter

randon purcell

Christine Pureka

Tony Putrino

Jeffrey Pybus

Nathaniel Qahhaar

Raul Quines

Robert Quinn

Nancy Raabe

Leon;Luis Rabasa

Erin Rabitcheff

John Race

Theresa Radigan

Nathalie Raedler

Brian;Don Raine

Justin Raines

Benjamin Rait

Stephen Raley

Neil Rambaldi

Raymond Ramos

Ed Ramos

Jeremias Ramos

Dale Ramsey

Eric Ramsey

Lenora Rand

Denis Rand

Robert Randall

Robert Randolph

Anthony Ranere

Justin Ranes

Anthony Rankin

Kaveh Rastegar

Lisa Ratner

Todd Rattray

Diantha Rau

Laurel Ray

Chris Ray

Thomas Raymond

Mark Reback

Anthony Redd

Hayward Redd

Scott Reder

Norbert Reed

Devon Reed



Derek Reese

Sam Reeves

annabel regan

Bob Regan

Mark Regula

Robert Reich

Alex Reid

Jeremy Reid

Stephanie Reid

Scott Reinwand

Russell Reiter

Kathryn Rende

Bud Reneau

John Resto

Ryan Rettler

Deb Rew

Margo Rey

Edward Reyes

Joseph Reyna

Rosie Reyna

Harriet Reynolds

Jordan Reynolds

David Reynolds

Jeff Reynolds

James Rezac

Esther Rhatigan

Vivian Rhodes

Claude Rhodes

Sarah Rhodes

Jim Rhodes

G;Joseph Ribaudo

Jose Ribeiro

marc ribot

Kevin Ricard

Allison Rice

Taylor Rice

Pierre Richard

Denise;M. Richards

Laman Richards

Troy Richardson

Robert Richardson

Ronald Richerson

Graham Richman

Korey Richmond

Kevyn Richmond

Dean Rickard

Mareike Rickmeyer

Benjamin Rico

TAKEYA RIDEOUT

Amy Rieckelman

Christopher Rife

Ford Riley



Tim Riley

Greg Ripes

Denice Rippentrop

Carly Ritter

Oliver;A. Rivera

Russell Rivera

Phil Rizzo

Brent Roach

Dan Roark

Lindy Robbins

Amy Robbins5Wilson

Harrold Roberts

Ethan Roberts

Eric Roberts

rory robertson

Dale Robertson

Irene Robertson

Joshua Robich

Alexander Robinson

Matthew Robinson

Michael Robinson

Ellen Robinson

Brisn Robinson

curtis robinson

Ted Robinson,;Jr.

Darren Robison

Julio Rodriguez

Alfredo Rodriguez

Adrienne Roganti

Winston Rogers

Evan Rogers

Alli Rogers

Virginia Rogers

Phyllis Rogers

Jarrad Rogers

BRIAN ROHAN

David Rojas

Andrew Rollins

Paul Rolnick

Thomas Rolston

Anthony Rom

arnold roman

Frank Romano

Joe Romano

Leroy Romans

Olga Romazanova

Clive Romney

yuval ron

Michael Ronstadt

Peter Roos

Anne Roos

Mark Roos



Ned Rorem

shawn rorie

Claudio Rosati

Ellysa Rose

Earl Rose

Jon Rosenberg

Sigurd Rosnes

Rick Ross

Lewis Ross

Mark Ross

Brandon Ross

Heather Ross

Gregory Ross

Lewis Ross

Terri Ross

Michael Roth

Alan Roubik

Jason Rounsavall

Joyce Rouse

curtis roush

McKenna Rowe

Benjamin Rowell

Ryan Royals

Jinny Royer

ALFREDO RUBALCAVA

Jonathan Rubin

Chaim Rubinov

Jessica Rudman

Linda Ruesink

Jennifer Ruffalo

Collin Ruffino

Ernesto Ruiz

Adryan Russ

David Russell

Richard Russell

Reba Russell

Shawn Russell

steve russell

Rosina Russell

MARSHA RUSSELL

Rivers Rutherford

Gabriel Rutman

Deric Ruttan

Chilton Ryan

G S

Casey Sabol

Robert Safir

James Saft

Gabriel Saientz

Nickyves Saint5Albord

Junior Sainvil

John Salaway



Diana Salier

Sashay Salmon

Ruth Salomon

Fredric Salstrom

Justin Salter

Peggy Salvatore

Lou Samaniego

Don Sampson

justin sampson

Danny Samuel

Johnny Samuels

edward sanchez

Koichi Sanchez
Tillbjorn;Christoffer Sandberg

Kevin Sandbloom

Shanara Sanders

Mark;D Sanders

April Sanders

janet Sandoval

Eleonor Sandresky

ROCKWELL SANDS

Bobby Sandstrom

Vince SanFilippo

Eric Sanicola

jonathan sanson

Paul Santa;Maria

Phillip Santana

Jillian Santella

Jimmy Santis

David Saperstein

Justin Saragoza

Scott Saraniero

Kevin Savigar

Mike Sawitzke

Robert Sawtell

Nick Saya

Paul Scali

Kelli Scarr

David Scarzone

Nathaniel Scates

David Scatliffe

Karen Schauben

David Scheffler

Steven Scheifley

Sebastian Scheinhart

Jay Schell

Charles Schiermeyer

Don Schink

Ann Schiola

Paul Schlichting

Johnny Schmelling

William Schmidt



Robert Schmidt

William Schmidt

Mary Schneider

Marc Schneider

Jerry Schneyer

Harriet Schoch

Aron Schoenfeld

Sharon Schoenfeldt

David Schommer

Sarah Schonert

John Schrader

RANDY SCHRAGER

Ruth;Elaine Schram

Peter Schroeder
William;Robert Schuck;Jr.

Ralph Schuckett

Ron Schultz

Benjamin Schultz

William Schultz

William Schultz

Marc Schumann

Lindsey Schust

Mark Schuster

John Schutt

Alex Schwartz

Steven Schwarz

Kenny Scott

Ebony Scott

Oliver Scott

william scott

Leroy Scott

Scott Scott

MILTON SCOTT

Victoria Scott

LaTonya Scott

/tommy Scott

Dennis Scott

Galen Scroggins

Giampiero Scuderi

Randy Seale

Brent Sealey

Marvin Sears

Kevin Seaton

Terry Seay

Ron;K Sedgwick

Rick Sedley

Stephen Seegars

roxanne seeman

brad segal

Robert Segarra

David Seger

Bob Seger



Michael Seguin

Nancy;J Seibert

Jordan Seigel

Coreen Selmon

Lynne Sendejo

Patrick Sennello

Matt Serletic

Julia Serrago

Dan Seta

David Severance;III

Bri Shain

Melissa Shampine

Lizzie Shanks

Dan Shapiro

Richard Shapiro

Joshua Shar

Michael Sharbaugh

Sarah Sharp

Damon Sharpe

Victoria Sharpe

Garth Shaw

Ernesto SHAW

Angie Shaw

Gary Shaw

Patrick Shaw

DOUGLAS SHAWE

Patrick Shea

Dennis Shea

Timothy Sheehan

Phillip Sheeran

mike shelby

Ricky Shelton

Dylan Shepherd

Kim Sherman

Darryll Sherman

Leon Shernoff

David Sherr

John Sherwood

William Shideler

Joseph Shields

Robert Shiflett

Richard Shlosser

Michelle Shocked

Anedra Shockley

Gary Shoe

Paul Shonk

Ryan Shore

Terrence Short

Deena Shoshkes

A Shropshire

Shane Shu

Julie Shuman



Ruth Shyu

Marc Sibley

Sally Sidman

Dan Siegel

Steven Sienkiewicz

Stephen Sikora

Michael Sikorsky

Paul Silva

Julius Simmons

Lisa Simmons5Santa;Cruz

Corey Simon

Trevor Simoneau

Robert Simonton;Jr

Robert Simpson

James Sims

Rena Sinakin

Meredith Sincoff

Frank Singer

Roy Singer

Janice;Marie Singleton

David Singleton

Nathan Sink

Richard Sinsel

Cosmo Sinserella;a/k/a;Coz;Sincere

Gary Michael;Sintes

Genji Siraisi

Michael Sistad

Jayson Sites

peter sivo

Stefan Skarbek

Jennifer Skates

Drew Skinner

Lakisha Skinner

Robin Skye

Haylee Slaughter

Janelle Slavick

Colorado Slim

Eliot Sloan

Jonathan Sloate

Joe Slyzelia

Valerie Smalkin

Shartik Smalls

Jason Smallstey

Grigory Smirnov

Joshua Smith

Peter Smith

Evy Smith

Holly Smith

shawntayah smith

Joseph Smith

Nathaniel Smith

Robert Smith



Columbus Smith

Stanley Smith

Paul Smith

Keohen Smith

chad smith

Sandra Smith

MICHAEL SMITH

Mark Smith

Jonah Smith

Markeevius Smith

Jonah smith

Leo Smith

Rob Smith

Michael Smith

william smith

Robert Smith

Scott Smith

Jerry Smith

Nakisha Smith

Anthony Smith

David Smith

Clive Smith

Jason Smith

Michael Smith

Matthew Smith

Terry Smith;(Administrator)

Walter;L Smith;III

Damon Smith;III

Jeremy Smith5Sebasto

Mike Smyt

Peter Snell

Lisa Sniderman

Carolyn Snodgress

Daniel Snyder

Joshua Snyder

Daniel Snyder

Steven Sodders

juan soliz

Armin Solognier

Sunshine Sommers

Larry Soper

Cynthia Soroka5Dunn

Frank Sorrenti

Mark Sotira

CAROL SOTO

Jonathan Sousa

Keane Southard

Sharron Sowels

DAVID SPANGENBERG

Jesse Sparhawk

Asia Sparks

Timo Spekkens



Bonnie Sperzel

Helene SPIERMAN

Scott Spillman

Scott Spillman

Scott Spillman

Michael Spiropoulos

Jordan Spivack

Joseph Spoelstra

Ken Spooner

David Spradley

Bobby Springsteen

Lem Springsteen

Nicholas Sproul

Laurore St;Juste;III

Jennifer St.;Clair

Nancy stafford

Reggie Stafford

Darrin Stafford

Reginald Staggers

David Stal

Joshua Stallcop

George Stalling
Robert;and;Hannah Stallman

marcus stallworth

Jason Stallworth

Michael Standal

Bob/Robert Stander

Anine Stang

Jennifer Stasack

R Statkus

Ronal Steele

David Steele

PJ Steelman

Tiffany Steffens

Erik Steigen

Michael Steimel

Billy Steinberg

Greg Steinke

Greg Steinke

Neal Stephens

Kerry Stephens

Louis Stephens

Rodney Stepp

CLIVE STEVENS

James Stevens

Robert Stevens

Terry Stevenson

sid stevenson

Sherrona Steward

Don Stewart

Dee Stewart
Herbert;Loyd Stewart



James Stewart

Bobby Stewart

Russ Still

Ann Stockdale

Pat Stockdale

Giovanni Stockton5Rossini

Joerg Stoeffel

Thomas Stokes

Shauna Stoltz5Laurie

Gary Stolz

Brent Stoner

Candace Storch

Michele Stork

Patricia;Lee stotter

Jeff Stottlar

Thomas Stottlar

James Stout

Derrick Stout

Chanty Stovall

Curtis Stover

Jeremy Stover

Mark Stowe

Orlin Stoyanov

Suzanne Strickland

Joseph Strickland

Derek Stringer

Edgar;M. Struble

Cynthia Stuart

McKenzie Stubbert

thomas stubbs

Matthew Stull

Nathan Stumpff

Scott Sturgis

Jordan Suecof

William Sullivan

james sullivan

leslie summerfield

robert summers

Tyler Summers
Claude5Christian Surena

Cheyenne Surratt

Lucy Sustar

robert sutherland

Matthew Swalinkavich

Michael Swan

Kailey Swanson

KERN SWASEY

Luke Sweeney

Michael Sweet

Brad Sweet

Ann Sweeten

Stanley Swiniarski



Andrew Synowiec

Scott Szabo

Robert Szajner

Joseph Tabata

Giovanni Tabor

Janet Tache

Sarah Talbot5Haynes

Veronica Talton

Gabriel Tamasi

Israel Tanenbam

Nicolai Tanev

Matt Tarka

Allison Tartalia

Robert Tassi

Louis Tata

James Tatarelli

Diana Taub

Ebonie Tave

Jesse Taylor

INGRID TAYLOR

Marilyn Taylor

jeff taylor

Ken Taylor

Tommie Taylor

Augie Taylor

James Taylor

India Taylor

Chance Taylor

Darius Taylor

John Taylor

Karen Taylor5Good

Blake Tedder

Jonathan Tedeschi

Paul Teipe

Daniel Temkin

Jack Tempchin

Bobby Terry

Don Teschner

Lil;john Texada

Brett Tharp

Trace Thayer

Justin Thiele

Gerry Thomas

Mark Thomas

Andrew Thomas

Owen Thomas

Carlyn Thomas

April Thomas

Jesse Thomas

Nathan Thomas

Richard;Paul Thomas

Craig Thomas



Karen Thomas;(Komposer;MD)

Joseph Thomas;Jr

Tabias thompson

Jaida Thompson

Brittany Thompson

Andrea Thompson

Jim Thomson

Duane Thorpe

Allison Thrash

Mark Thurman

Cleven Ticeson

Josh Tiemann

Cameron Tilbury

Steven Tilbury

Nurit Tilles

Austin Tingle

Glenn Tinturin

Beka tischker

Jeremy Toback

Mike Todd

Gaye Tolan;Hatfield

terrell tolbert

Carlos Tomas

Stefano Tomaselli

Lindsay Tomasic

Jason Toney

Leroy Tonn

Teresa Topaz

Lisa Torban

Thomas Torhan

Mark Tornillo

Ann Torralba

Rafael Torres

John Torrieri

Jose;E Toscano

Jeff Toste

Nicolás Tovar

Erline Towner

Jahbari Townsend

Naim Travis

Desmond Travis

Mario Tremaine

Morry Trent

Scott Trieglaff

Kelly Triplett

Corey Tronchin

jake Troth

Damon Trotta

Michael Trowbridge

Tara Trudel

Alex Trujillo

Kasey Truman



Vasilios Tsantes

Adonis Tsilimparis

Rise Tucker

Raymond Tucker

Toucan Tunes

Janis Tunnell

Lawson Turner

Stephen Turner

Logan Turner

Thomas Turner

Douglas Turner

Eric Turner

Herbert Turner

Chad Turner

Lee;&;Dianne Turner

Larry Tuttle

Joseph Twist

MEGHAN TWITTY

Juliette Tworsey

micheal tyes

Dan Tyler

Kurt uenala

David Ulery
Meredythe;Dee Ulevitch5Winter

Angelika Ullrich

marti upson

Reno Ursal

Harry Urschel

A.J. Ursic,;Jr.

Ceri Usmar

Jared Valdry

Alisha Valdry

Robert Vale

Luisa Valentine

Nicolas Vallejo

Johnny Vallone

Jacqueline Van;Bierk

Rhon Van;Erman

Charlie Van;Kirk

Debra Van;Tongeren

David Vanacore

Matthew Vander;Boegh

Neil VanEerde

Kathyjo Varco

Gail Vareilles

Nick Vasallo

SACHAL VASANDANI

Pavan Vasdev

Sharon Vaughn

Otto Vavrin;II

Vincent Vazquez

Reedy Velasco



James Vellutato

Charles Venable

james verderame

J;Adrian Verkouteren

Charles Vernon

Rayvaughn Vernon

Rayvaughn Vernon

Robert Viccica

Richard Viers

Valerie Vigoda

Carlos Villalobos;Jr

Walter Vines

CARL VIPPERMAN

Orlando Vitto

Marcelo Viva

Jesse Voccia

Lauren Vogel

Eric Vogt

wilton vought

David Voyer

Terry VunCannon

Todd Vunderink

Joel Wachbrit

Drew Wagner

Robert Wait

basil waite

Vuyani Wakaba

Rory Walck

Laurel Walden

Charles Waldron

luke walker

Lisa Walker

Deanna Walker

Brandon Walker

Billie Walker

Shante Walker

JACK WALKER

Natalie Walker;Vierling

kevin wall

J Wallace

Chris Wallin

Sarah Wallin;Huff

John Walsh

James Walsh

Daniel Walter

Betsy Walter

Robert Walters

Steven Waltner

John Wangler

Martin Ward

charles ward

Judith;A Warden



John Ware

Anna Waronker

James Warsinske

Ron Wasserman

Crystal Waters

Jeff Waters

Debra Watson

Mark Watson

Larry Watson

Tony Watson

Alyce Waxman

Joshua Waxman

Rochelle Waxton

Jim Weatherly

Sarah Weaver

Justin Weaver

Allen Webb

Robert Webb

Tasso Webb

Ruth Weber

Tom Webster

Judy Webster

Colby Wedgeworth

Valentine Weeks

Paul Weimar

Mark Weinberg

Bradd Weinberg

David Weiner

Robert Weingart

Steve Weingart

Daniel Weinkauf

Edward Weinman

Peter Weis

William Weisbach

Greg Weiss

Akil Welch

David Weldon

Essence Weller

Eric Welsh

Amilcar Welton

Richard Wendel

Peggy Wendel

Albert Wendfeldt

Michael Wessner

John West

Larry West

Vernon West

Vince West

miriam Westercappel

Asa Westphal

Johan Wetterberg

Nathan Wey



Coles Whalen

Kevin Whalen

Jon Whaley

Kirk Whalum

Kelly Wheeler

Eric Whisnant

Edwin White

Matthew White

Phyllis White

David White

Richard White

LaMarcus White

Oliver White

Simone White

Mark White

Richard White

James White

Royce White

Thomas Whitlock

Horace Whittaker

Benjamin Whittier

Ryan Whittier

Matthew Wibby

Luke Wieting

danny wilde

David Wilder

delvin wiley

George Wilkins

Charles Williams

Dwayne Williams

Sprague Williams

Mark Williams

Travis Williams

Leslie Williams

darrell williams

Daniel Williams

Meredith Williams

Mark Williams

Paul Williams

aaron williams

Josh Williams

Karl Williams;(aka;Karl;Thaler)

Mike;L Williamson

Katie Williamson

Jake Williamson

Tramel Willis

P.;Andrew Willis

John Wilson

SUNNIE WILSON

Sam Wilson

Michael Wilson

Matthew Wilson



Anna Wilson

Kenneth Wilson

Daniel Wilson

Teri Wilson

JoAnn Wilson

Richard Wilson

Neil Wiltshire

Tully Winfield

Jeffrey Winslow

Shaun Wise

William Wisely

Craig Wiseman

Daniel Wisniewski

David Witham

Ken Withers

Nicole Witt

Allen Wittig

David Wohl

ROBERT;K WOLF

David Wolf

Paul Wolf

Alexander Wolfe

David Wolfert

Mark Wolfram

Matt Wolicki

jorge wolynski

Crystal Wood

Lauren Wood

Matthew Woodard

Nina Woodford

Richard Woolfolk

Alice Woolford

Bashful World

Michael Worth

Rick Worth

kristen woutersz

Colby Wright

David Wright

Clarice Wright

Dennis Wright

curtis wright

Amy Wurtz

Richard Wynne

Andrew Wysong

Nomi Yah

Paul Yaklich

Darrin Yarbrough

jenny yates

Steve York

jeffrey young

Alessandra Young

Clive Young



kenny young

Rodney Young

Maurice Young

Jeff Youngblood

Stanley Zabka

Adam Zadel

Giovanni Zampogna

Buddy Zappa

james zavala

Sergio Zavala

Alan Zavodsky

james zeidel

Jonathan Zeller

steve zelman
Ms.;Hadassah;Havivah Zeltzer

Debra Zemke

John Zicari

John Zielinski

Conrad Ziemba

Karl Ziemke

Neil Zimmerman

Paula Zimmerman

Kevin Zimmermann

Vladimir Zinkovsky

roy ziv

Amos Zollo

Jeff Zona

Andy Zuckerman

Zupe Zupe



Chief,'Litigation'III'Section'
Antitrust'Division'
U.S.'Department'of'Justice'
450'5th'Street'NW,'Suite'4000'
Washington,'DC'20001'
'
Re:'Justice'Department'Review'of'the'ASCAP'and'BMI'Consent'Decrees'
'
'
To'the'Chief'of'the'Litigation'III'Section:'
'
Each'of'us'is'a'music'publisher'and'a'member'of'ASCAP,'an'association'that'we'are'proud'to'be'a'part'of'and'that'
we'greatly'value.*'
'
We'write'today'in'response'to'the'Justice'Department’s'request'for'public'comments'on'the'issue'of'whether'
ASCAP'and'BMI’s'consent'decrees'should'require'the'PROs'to'license'on'a'100%'basis,'as'opposed'to'fractionally'
licensing'jointlyUowned'songs,'which'has'been'the'historical'industry'practice.'It’s'critical'that'our'voices'are'
heard,'because'a'shift'to'100%'licensing'would'negatively'impact'our'creative'freedom,'our'ability'to'choose'
which'PRO'licenses'our'music'and,'ultimately,'our'livelihood'as'songwriters.'
'
Songwriters'are'the'ultimate'small'business'owners.'Many'of'us'have'families'that'depend'on'the'income'we'
receive'from'ASCAP.'We'have'carefully'chosen'ASCAP'as'our'PRO'for'multiple'reasons:'the'trusted'relationships'
we’ve'developed'there;'the'opportunities'ASCAP'provides'for'our'music'to'be'heard;'the'various'training'and'
networking'opportunities'ASCAP'provides;'and'ultimately,'the'way'ASCAP'values'our'music'and'fights'for'
writers'to'get'fees'that'reflect'the'fair'value'of'our'work.'
'
Like'most'modern'songwriters,'we'often'choose'to'collaborate'with'other'writers.'Just'recently,'every'song'in'
the'Top'10'on'Billboard’s'Pop,'Country,'Christian,'and'R&B/HipUHop'charts'was'the'result'of'collaboration.'If'the'
practice'of'100%'licensing'is'mandated'by'the'Justice'Department,'our'coUwritten'works'could'be'licensed'–'and'
we'could'be'paid'–'by'a'PRO'that'represents'our'coUwriters’'interest'in'our'songs.'The'licensing'fee'the'other'
PRO'charges'might'be'lower'than'the'one'ASCAP'has'negotiated'or'fought'for'in'rate'court,'and'despite'our'
chosen'affiliation,'we'would'have'to'accept'the'lower'fee.'Because'ASCAP'values'music'differently'than'other'
PROs,'we'also'wouldn’t'be'able'to'keep'the'benefits'of'ASCAP’s'specific'valuation'system.'
'
As'a'result,'having'our'work'licensed'by'a'different'organization'than'the'one'each'of'us'has'chosen'could'
dramatically'affect'our'income.'It'could'delay'and'potentially'lower'our'royalty'payments,'which'would'now'
have'to'flow'through'two'PROs.'Somehow'we'would'each'have'to'monitor'what'we'are'being'paid'by'a'PRO'we'
have'no'relationship'with,'figure'out'whether'they'have'missed'any'of'our'performances,'understand'how'and'
when'they'will'pay'us,'determine'whether'we'are'getting'our'fair'shares'of'bonuses'under'the'other'PRO’s'
distribution'system,'and'so'on.'For'these'reasons,'it'might'no'longer'be'financially'viable'for'any'of'us'to'
collaborate'with'a'writer'outside'of'ASCAP.'
'
It'also'might'not'be'creatively'viable'either.'Successful'songwriting'means'being'able'to'work'with'songwriters'
of'our'choosing,'regardless'of'their'PRO'affiliation.'If'the'100%'licensing'model'were'imposed'on'the'PROs,'in'
order'to'keep'our'work'entirely'within'ASCAP,'our'PRO'of'choice,'we'would'have'to'collaborate'only'with'fellow'
ASCAP'writers.'All'of'a'sudden,'our'individual'and'careful'choice'of'collaborator'would'not'be'driven'by'artistic'
chemistry'or'compatibility,'but'by'rules'imposed'by'the'government.'The'100%'licensing'model'allows'the'
government'to'interfere'with'the'creative'process'and'effectively'dictate'our'collaborators'and'our'licensing'
representatives.'
'
As'we'understand'it,'music'users'from'radio'to'digital'music'services'to'local'television'have'all'traditionally'
paid'the'PROs'according'to'their'respective'shares'of'the'music.'Similarly,'ASCAP'has'only'ever'paid'us'for'our'
shares'of'coUwritten'songs.'What'the'Justice'Department'is'contemplating'is'in'stark'contrast'with'how'the'PROs'
have'been'conducting'business'for'decades'and'would'wreak'havoc'in'the'songwriting'world.'
'
We'urge'you'to'carefully'consider'your'decision'and'take'seriously'the'impact'it'will'have'not'only'on'all'
songwriters'across'our'nation,'but'also'on'our'creative'contributions'to'American'culture'and'music'lovers'
around'the'world.'Without'the'freedom'to'collaborate'and'choose'representation,'the'profession'of'songwriting'
is'in'jeopardy,'as'is'the'music'that'touches'all'of'our'lives.'
'
Sincerely,'
'

''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''''
*'Many'of'us'are'also'songwriters.'
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