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To Whom It May Concern: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Antitrust Division of the U.S. 
Department of Justice (DOJ) and the United States Department of Agriculture's (USDA) joint 
public workshop series that will begin in Iowa next year. 

I applaud the efforts of DOJ and U S D A in organizing workshops on agricultural research 
and opening them to the public, thereby providing a forum for the sharing of information among 
the agriculture sector and other interested parties. These workshops will be significant in 
addressing issues stemming from the advances made in agricultural research over the last one 
hundred years. 

Plant biotechnology continues to be adopted by farmers in increasing numbers since the 
first commercial biotech crops were grown in the mid 1990's. Farmers have become more aware 
of the benefits that planting biotech seeds can deliver in terms of improved traits such as insect 
resistance and herbicide tolerance. These traits combined with improvements in fertilizer and 
improved irrigation systems, among other innovations, have generated new hope for providing 
food security to the world. 

Seed companies are striving to produce the best new seed products to meet farmers' 
needs for products that they believe will allow them to derive a profit from their farm operations. 
For this reason, competition in the seed industry is thriving more than any other time in history. 
Seeds are being produced that give farmers the most favorable results. 

While agricultural research has increased crop yields and made it possible for millions to 
enjoy life without hunger, intellectual property protection plays a fundamental role in 
encouraging agricultural research and innovation. Intellectual property protection is essential in 
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rewarding innovation and ensuring that innovation continues in the plant science industry and 
others. 

Over the next 40 years, the world population is expected to grow to more than nine 
billion people. To meet the needs of this ever-growing population, consistent and adequate 
intellectual property protection is needed to encourage ongoing research and development of 
innovative products and technologies that will better serve farmers and benefit the world's 
population. 

Sincerely, 
. 

Todd P. Haymore 
Commissioner 

cc: The Honorable Robert S. Bloxom, Secretary, Dept. of Agriculture and Forestry 
Charles Green, Director, Division of Marketing 


