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IN HE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT JAN 16 2020 
FORT E WESTERN DISTRICT OF PENNSYL V ANJA "" , I 

V. 

RONNELL TAYLOR, JR:. 
MICHAEL GALANIS 
BARRY NEALER 

The grand jury charges that: 

Criminal No. 

(18 U.S.C. § 1349) 

[UNDER SEAL] 

INDICTMENT 

INTRODUCTION 

At all times material to this Indictment, unless otherwise alleged: 

CU:RK u.s, 01sm1cr COURT 
WEST, DIST, OF PENNSYLVANIA 

1. A "SIM Card," 1also known as «:l, Subscriber Identity Module, was a device placed 

inside a cell pho'ne so that it c~ make calls. 

2. A prepaid cell phone allowed a user to pay for usage in advance without 

,- establishing • contract with · \ service provider. users activated new prepaid cenPhones .b1 

msertmg a prepaid SIM Card 1.µto the cell phone and powering on the phone. Typically, durtn~ 
I ·' 

the activation process, the cell phone registered to t.he cell tower closest to where the cell phon, I 
. I . 

was located. I . . 
3.. Voi~e over Interal ~rotocol ("Vol~") ~as a technology that permitted user~ to 

make v01ce calls usmg a broadb~nd mtemet connect10n mstead of a regular ( or analog) phone hne. 
I , . 

VoIP providers routed incomihg and outgoing calls between the telephone network and the 
·. I . 

internet. 
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· 4. "IRS Impersonators" placed calls to victims in the United States and imperson~t , d 

employees from the United sktes Internal Revenue Service ("IRS"). The IRS hnpersonators 11ft 

voicemails instructing the t ctims to contact the IRS at specific phone numbers. When 

unsuspecting victims called the numbers provided, their calls were automatically forwarded L . '' I I 

· VoIP phone numbers and . routed to the IRS Impersonators, who then extorted money from t~e 

. . ·.. 11 d d bl victims to pay a ege tax e ts. , 

5. A cell tower, , so called a cell site, was equipment that provided connectivity fi r 

cell phones to the .telephone n~twork. 

COUNT ONE 
18 u.s.c. § 1349 

(Wire Fraud Conspiracy) 

The grand jury further aharges: 

I . . I 
6. Paragraphs 1 tmough 5 above are hereby re-alleged and incorporated by referenctp 

as if fully stated herein. 

THE SCHEME 

. . I 
• 7. From in and around March 2016, and continuing thereafter until in and around 

·. I J 
August 2017, in the Western District of Pennsylvania and elsewhere, the defendants, RONNEL 

1 

TAYLOR, JR., MICHAEL G~ ANIS, and BARRY NEALER, knowingly and willfully di4 
conspire, combine, confederate and agree with one another and other persons known and unknown 

I 

to the grand jury, tp commit an ! ffense against the United States, that is, wire fraud in violation o 
I . 

Title 18, United States Code, Sebtion 1343. 

2 
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I . 
I 

MANN"ER AND MEANS OF THE CONSPIRACY 

I ' . ' d . . I 
8. It was part of the conspiracy that, from in and around March 2016, an contmurng I . . i. 

thereafter until in and around August 2017, in the Western District of Pennsylvania, the defendanis, I . I 
' I . I RONNELL TAYLOR, JR. , \ICBA.EL GALANIS, and BARRY NEALER, activated SIM carj s 

and programmed prepaid cell phones to automatically forward calls to VoIP phone numbers, whi1h 

were then used by IRS Impersbnators to defraud victims in the United States. 
I . . 

9. It was further bart of the conspiracy that from in and around March 2016 and 
, I I 

continuing thereafter until in ahd around August 2017, the defendants, RONNELL TAYLOR, JR!., 
I . I 

MICHAEL GALANIS, and BtRR Y NEALER, inserted the SIM cards into cell phones, activat~d 

the cell phone number associated with the SIM cards, and programed the cell phone numbers tb 
· I . l 

automatically forward calls to f oIP phone numbers, which were then used by IRS Impersonatoris 

I 

to defraud individuals in the Uf ted States. 

I I 

10. It was further Rart of the conspiracy that from in and around }\1arch 2016 an! 

continuing thereafter until in J d around August 2017, the IRS hnpersonators placed Vo IP phont 

calls to victims in the United Stl tes using falsified caller ID to display the phone numbers from thk 
I I 

cell phones activated and progrbmed by the defendants, RONNELL TAYLOR, JR., MICHAE4 
I . . . I 

GALANIS, and BARRY NEALER. . _ 1

1 

11. It was further pl of the conspiracy that, from in and around March -2016 and 

continuing thereafter until in"'\~ around August 2017, the defendant, RONNELL TAYLOR, JR.I 
• I 

supplied the defendants, MICHAEL GALANIS and BARRY NEALER] 

I 

a. 

with prepaid SIM cards to activkte; 

3 

I 
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b. instructed the defendants, MICHAEL GALANIS and BARRY NEALE , 
. I 

on how to activate SIM cards, and the defendants, MICHAEL GALANIS and BARRY NEALEf, 

did in fact activate SIM cards i instructed by .the defendant, RONNELL TAYLOR, JR,; · I 

. c. instruct the defendants,.MICHAEL GALANIS and BARRY NEALEt 

on how to program the cell phlne numbers associated with the SIM cards to forward calls to Vo~P 

phone numbers; I 

d. , directed the defendants, MICHAEL GALANIS and BARRY NEALER, L 
I . . · ,. I 

to which VoIP phone numbers to forward calls from the activated cell phone numbers, and the 
, / I . 

defendants, MICHAEL GA IS and BARRY NEALER, did in fact program cell pho4e 

numbers to forward calls to VoIP phone numbers as directed by the defendant, RONNEL 
I 

TAYLOR, JR.; and 

e. paid th, defendants, MICHAEL GALANIS and BARRY NEALER, t 
I 

activate and program prepaid den phones. , 

I . . . - . 
12. It was further !art of the conspiracy. that from in and around March 2016, anU 

continuing the.reafter until in afd around August 2017, the defendant, RONNELL TAYLOR, JR, 

leased two mailboxes - Box 23~ and Box 245-,- from the UPS Store located, at 322 Mall Boulevar , 

Monroeville, Pennsylvania 15 J46 (the "UPS Store"). · 

13. It was further ~art ofth<; conspiracy that, from in and around March 2016, anf! 

continuing thereafter until in arid around August 2017, an eBay account registered to "Ron Taylor' 

placed approximately nine sepLate purchases of SIM cards and/or cell phones from eBay sellers, 

which were then delivered to ,ox 239 at the UPS Store. 

14. It was further part of the conspiracy that, in and around April 2016, the defendan 1, 
I . I 

RONNELL TAYLOR, JR., instructed the ~efendant, BARRY NEALER, t~ and the defendanJ 
I 
I 

4 

) 
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'BARRY NEALER, did in facl, retrieve packages containing SIM cards fro~ the boxes at the Js 
Store leased by the defendant,! RONNELL TAYLOR, JR. 

15. It was further ~art of the conspiracy that, on or about Marqh 7, 2016; cell pho!e 
I 

number (720) 431-6,109 was tctivated, and at or around said time, the cell phone registered to a 

cell tower located approximatfly 1.3 miles from the defendant RONNELL TAYLOR's residen9e 

I ' I located at 1001 Lauren Court, \Jeanette, Pennsylvania 15644. 

I I 

known ::·the ::: ;::: pj:i:::e:.:n~~i:: ::~: : a;::o::h :~
2
::~: b::i:: 

Impersonator using (720) 431 l6109. The IRS Impersonator directed Victim C.B. to wire mone~ 

to pay an alleged tax debt. Vicltim C.B. the,reafterwired at least approximately $7,000 as directe6 

by the IRS Imp~rsonator. , I . · . . I 
. I 

17. It was further p~ of the conspiracy that, on or about March 29, 2016, cell pho+ 

number (434) 865-0745 was a~tivated, and at or around said time, the cell phone registered to~ 

cell tower located less than on~ mile from the defendant BARRY NEALER' s residence located ~t 

3930 MomoeviUe Boulevard, ~omoeville, Pennsylvania 15146. 
I . 

18. It was further Part of the conspiracy that, on or about March 30, 2016, an individua~ 

known to the grand jury as "~1-ictim C.H.," who resided in Michigan, was called by an IRJ 
. . I 

Impersonator using (434) 86510745. The IRS Impersonator directed Victim C.H. to purch~se 
i I 

stored value cards to pay an al\leged tax debt. Victim C.H. thereafter purchased approxi~atel~ 
) I ,·, ' ' ' I 

$2,000 in stored value cards, and provided the numbers for the stored value cards to the IRS 
I · " I 

Impersonator. \ · ' [ 

19. It was further plrt of the conspiracy that, on or about May 2, 2016, cell phond 

I · . I 

number (270) 535-7405 was ac~i1vated, and at or around said time, the cell phoneJegistered to ai 

5 
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cell tower located approximatr ly one mile from th~ defendant MICHAEL GALANIS's residenbe 

located at 9101 Pine Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15239. I 
20. It was further iart of the conspiracy that, on or about May 6, 2016, an individUfil • 

known to the ~and jurj, as \ "Victim K.S .," who resided in .Florida, ~~ called by an I, S 

Impersonator usmg (270) 535-7405. The IRS Impersonator directed Victim K.S. to purcha~e 

I 
iTunes gift card. s .to p.ay an alle. ged tax debt. Victim K.S . thereafter purchased $2;000 in iTunls. 
gift cards, and provided the nJnbers for the gift cards to the IRS Impersonator. 

1 .. L . 

21. It was further Rart of the conspiracy that, on or about May 26, 2016, cell phone 

number (864) 634-3032 was a~ vated, and at or around said time, the cell phone registered to ~ 

cell tower loc. ated . approximalely one mile from the residence of the defendant, MICHAEt . 

GALANIS, located at 9101 PJ e Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 1523 9. . I 
22.· , It was furtlier pl rt of the conspiracy that, on or about June 2, 2016, an individua!l 

\ . I 
known to the grand j'ury as "Victim S.P. ," who resided in North Carolina, was called by an IRS 

Impersonator. using (864) 63413032. The IRS Impersonator directed Victim S.P. to purchas~ 
. I 

iTunes gift cards.to pay an alleged tax debt. Victim S.P. thereafter purchased app:roximately $2,50d 

in iTunes. gift c;~s, and providl d the numbers for the gift cards to the IRS Impersonator. · 
, I . . .. . 

23. It was further part of the conspiracy that, on or about June 30, 2016, cell phone 

number (413) 644-5381 was acfivated, and at or around said time, the cell phone registered to~ 

cell tower located approximat~lt one mile from the defendant MICHAEL GALANIS ' s residence 
. i 

located at 9101 Pine Street; Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15239. 

24. It was further pak of the conspiracy that, on or about July 1, 2016, an individual 

I . 
known to the grand jury as "Vk tim S.H.," who resided in Connecticut, was called by an IRS 

. . I 
Impersonator using (413) 644-5381. The IRS Impersonator directed Victim S.H. to purchase 

6 
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l I 

iTunes gift cards to pay an alleged tax debt. Victim S.H. thereafter purchased $3,000 in iTunes 
I . . . 

gift cards, and provided the nimbers for the gift cards to the IRS Impersonator. 

I • ·. , 
25. It was further :Aart of the conspiracy I that, on or about August 18, 2017, cell phoJe 

number (850) 570-1429 was lctivated, and at or aro~d said time, the cell phone registered to a 

cell tower locat~d approximajly 1.3 miles from the defendant RONNELL TAYLOR's residen.je 

located at 10oi Lauren Court, ~eanette, Pennsylvania 15644. . ·1 

I ', I 

26. It was further part of the conspiracy that, on or about August 18, 2017, an ind.ividu~l 
. I 

I 
known to the grand jury as "Victim J,H.," who . resided , in · Georgia, was called by an IRS 

. I 
Impersonator using (850) 570 1429. The IRS Impersonator instructed Victim J.H. to purchasie 

Target retail store gift cards to bay an alleged tax debt. Victim J.H. thereafter purchased $2,000 ih 
I . ' I 

Target gift cards, and provided\ the numbers for the gift cards to the IRS Impersonator. i 

I · . I 

27. It was further p<\lrt of the conspiracy that, on or about August 22, 2017, cell phonf 
I , 

number (702) 209-8887 was at tivated, and at or around said time, the cell phone registered to t 
I ' . I 

cell tower located approximately 1.3 miles fro. n;i the defendant RONNELL TAYLOR' s residenct 

located at I 00 I Lauren Court, l eanette, Pennsylvania 15644. · I 

_ 28. It was further par of the conspiracy that, on or about August 22, 2017, an individuaf 

known to the grand jury as "Victim L.H.," who resided in California, was called by an IR~ 
I · . - - - I 

Impersonator using (702) 209-~887. The IRS Impersonator direyted Victim L.H. to purchase gif\ 
i . ! 

cards to pay an alleged tax deb!. t. Victim L.H. then purchased gift cards and made wire baniJ 
- . I 

- I 

transfers totaling at least $70,010, as directed by IRS Impersonators. I 

I - - , 
29. It was further part of the conspiracy that, on or about August 24, 2017, cell phondl 

- - I -
number (509) 362-4064 was ac~ivated, and at or around said time, the cell phone registered to J 

I I 
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, ,. 
cell tower located approximat~ly 1.3 miles from the defendant RONNELL TAYLOR' s residen · e 

I 
at 1001 Lauren Court, Jeanette, Pennsylvania 15644. . 

3 0. It was further p~ of the conspiracy that, on or about August 25, 201 7, an individual 

known to the grand jury as "{ictim C.M." was called by the IRS Impersonator using (509) 36L 
i I 

4064. The IRS Impersonator t irected Victim C.M. to purchase Target retail store gift cards to pt y 

an alleged tax debt. Victim C.M. thereafter purchased at least $500 in Target retail store gift cards 

- ·. . I .. 
and provided the numbers for fhe gift cards to the IRS Impersonator. 

In violation of Title 181 United States Code, Section 1349. 

s~ 
United States Attorney 
PA Bar No. 88352 

A True Bill, 

8 
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