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VS.

LENNY S RANGEL,

Defendant.

INFORM ATION

The United States of Am erica charges that:

GENER AL ALLEGATIONS

At all tim es relevant to this lnformation:

Petréleos de Venezuela S.A. (CTDVSA'') was the state-owned and state-controlled

oil company in Venezuela. PDVSA was respcmsible for the exploration, production, refining,

transportation, and trade in energy resources in Venezuela and provided funding for other

operations of the Venezuelan governm ent.

PDVSA entered into various joint ventures with foreign oil companies to leverage

the expertise of those oil companies (the ûtPDVSA Subsidiaries'' or, individually, a tIPDVSA

Subsidiary''). PDVSA maintained a majority stake in, and largely controlled, the PDVSA

Subsidiaries and that control extended to the procurement process.

Petrocedeho S.A. (ûûpetrocedeiso'') was a PDVSA Subsidiary that consisted of a

combination of PDVSA and two European oil companies, with majority control belonging to
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PDVSA. Petrocedeho had a significant operating budget and awarded several hundred million

dollars in procurem ent contracts each year.

PDVSA and the PDVSA

tûinstrum entalities'' of the Venezuelan government as that term is used in the Foreign Corrupt

Practices Act (;$FCPA''), Title 15, United States Code, Section 78dd-2(h)(2)(A).

Subsidiaries, including Petrocedeho, were

Defendant LENNYS RANGEL was a Venezuelan citizen residing in Venezuela

through at least December 2017. RANGEL held various positions at the PDVSA Subsidiaries,

including as head of procurem ent for Petrocedeho. RANGEL was a Sûforeign official'' as that

term is used in the FCPA, Title 15, United States Code, Section 78dd-2(h)(2).

6. Contractor 1, an individual whose identity is known to the United States, owned

or controlled several companies, including Florida-registered companies, that supplied goods or

services to PDVSA and PDVSA Subsidiaries. Contractor 1 was an ofticer, director, em ployee,

and agent of a ûédom estic concern,'' and a stockholder acting cm behalf of a ûûdomestic concenan'' as

those terms are used in the FCPA, Title 15, United States Code, Section 78dd-2(h)(1).

CONSPIRACY TO CO M M IT M ONEY LAUNDERING

Beginning in or around M arch 2015, and continuing through at least 2017, in the Southel'n

District of Florida, and elsewhere, the defendant,

LENNYS R ANGEL,

did knowingly and willfully, that is, with the intent to further the objects of the conspiracy,

combine, conspire, confederate, and agree with others known and unknown to the United States,

including Contractor 1, to commit offenses against the United States, namely:

to klzowingly conduct a financialtransaction, which involved the proceeds of

specified unlawful activity, know ing the property involved in the financial transaction represented
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the proceeds of some form of unlawful activity, and knowing that the transaction was designed in

whole and in pal4 to conceal and disguise the nature, the location, the source, the om aership, and

the control Of the proceeds of said specified unlawful activity, in violation of Title 18, United

States Code, Section 1956(a)(1)(B)(i),' and

b. to knowingly transport, transm it, and transfer a m onetary instrument and funds

from a place in the United States to and through a place outside the United States and to a place in

the United States from and through a place outside the United States with the intent to prom ote the

carrying On of specified unlawful activity, in violation Of Title 18, United States Code, Section

1956(a)(2)(A).

It is further alleged that the specitied unlawful activity is the following: (a) bribery of a

foreign ofticial, a felony violation of the FCPA, Title 15, United States Code, Section 78dd-2, and

(b) offenses against a foreign nation, specitically Venezuela, involving bribery of a public ofticial,

as provided by Title 18, United States Code, Section 1956(c)(7)(B)(iv).

PURPO SE OF THE CONSPIR ACY

The purpose of the conspiracy was for LENNYS RANGEL and other co-

conspirators (including Contractor 1) to engage in financial transactions that concealed, disguised,

and prom oted bribe paym ents m ade for the benefit of RANGEL, all in an effort by the co-

conspirator contractors (including Contractor 1) to gain an illegal and improper advantage in

obtaining and retaining procurem ent contracts with PDVSA and the PDVSA Subsidiaries.
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M ANNER AND M EANS OF THE CONSPIM CY

The m anner and m eans by which LENNYS IG NGEL and her co-conspirators sought to

accomplish the objects and purpose of the conspiracy included, among other things, the following,

while in the Southern District of Florida and elsewhere.

LENNYS RANGEL received instructions from senior PDV SA officials to assist

and expedite the award of Petrocedeho contracts, which ultimately yielded benetits for those senior

PDVSA officials and other Venezuelan officials and generals.

LENNYS R ANGEL agreed to receive over five million dollars in bribes f'rom co-

conspirator contractors(including Contractor 1) in exchange for RANGEL'S assistance in

in connection with the award of Petrocedeho procurementobtaining an improper advantage

contracts.

LENNYS RANGEL and the co-conspirator contractors (including Contractor 1)

agreed to conceal, and did in fact conceal, the nature, source, and ownership of the bribes paid to

RANGEL by directing that they be made to bank accounts held in the nam e of R ANGEL'S

relatives and friends.

LENNYS RANGEL used proceeds of the bribes sent by co-conspirator contractors

(including Contractor 1) for her own personal benet-it, including the purchase of real estate in South

Florida.

OVERT ACTS

In furtherance of the conspiracy, and to accomplish the purpose and objects thereof,

LENNYS RANGEL and her co-conspirators com mitted and caused to be comm itted, in the

Southelm District of Florida and elsewhere, at least one of the following overt acts, among others:
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ln or around 2015, during a meeting in Venezuela at the hom e of a Venezuela

contracttm LENNYS R ANGEL received instructions from senior PDVSA officials to award

procurem ent contracts with Petrocedeho to specific contractors.

On or about M arch 24, 2016, Contractor 1 caused a wire transfer of $50,000 to be

transferred from a bank account of a Florida-registered company to a bank account of another

Florida-registered com pany for the benetit of LENNYS RANGEL.

On or about Septem ber 1, 2016, a co-conspirator contractor, whose identity is

known to the United States, caused a wire of $1,034,546 to be transferred from a bank account in

South Florida to a bank account in Panama controlled by a relative of LENNYS RANGEL (the

çûpanama Account).

On or about Decem ber 5, 20l 7, LENNYS RANGEL caused a wire transfer of

approximately $75,500 to be made from the Panama Account to a bank account in M iami, Florida,

for the purchase of an apartment in the Brickell area of M iami for the benefit of R ANG EL.

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 371.

FORFEITURE

(l8 tJ-s.c. j 98l(a)(l)(C))

The allegations contained in the lnform ation are re-alleged and incorporated by

reference as though fully set forth herein for the purpose of alleging forfeiture to the United States

of certain property in which the defendant, LENNYS R ANG EL, has an interest.

Upon conviction of a conspiracy to com mit a violation of Title 18, United States

Code, Section 1956(a), as alleged in this Information, the defendant, LENNYS RANGEL, shall

forfeit to the United States al1 property, real or personal, which constitutes or is derived from

proceeds traceable to such offense, pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Section 981(a)(1)(C).

The property subject to forfeiture includes, but is not limited to:
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A forfeiture moneyjudgment in the amount of at least $5,000,000.00,.

Condom inium Unit 2015 at 1001 S. M iam i Avenue, M iami, Florida 33130,*

b. $134,955.50 in United States currency from Banesco Panama account
#201801064092 in the nam e of Oil & Gas Supply Services S.A.;

net proceeds from the sale of real property located in Caracas, Venezuela, m ore

particularly described as:

Parcela de terreno distinguida con el nflmero cincotos), que
fonna pârate de la manzana dieztl 0) del plano general de la
urbanizacién Altamira, y a la construcciôn sobre ella existente y

hoy rem odelada distinguida con con el nflm ero treinta y dos

(32), antes conocida como quinta Cumana, ubicada en la avenida
San Juan Bosco, Jurisdicciôn de1 municipio Chacao de1 estado

M iranda. C6digo Catastral: 15-07-01-UO1-001-014-016-000-
. 1000-000,

d. net proceeds from the sale of real propel'ty located in Lecherias, Venezuela,

m ore particularly described as:

Parcela de terreno identiticada con los nflmeros 3-717, del plano

de la (antigua urbanizaci6n el Morro de Barcelona lll Etapa)
M unicipio Bolivar, hoy ciudad de Lecherias, M unicipio

Urbaneja del Estado Anzoategui. Ubicada en la calle Terapaima,
Urbanizaci6n el Morro, Tercera Etapa, Municipio Urbaneja,
Estado Anzoategui. Côdigo Catastral: 03-21-01-UR-06-14-03-
00-00-00,.2 and

l English translation'.

Number five (05), which is pa14 of block ten (10) of the general layout for
the Altam irano Developm ent, and the existing construction on it, now

remodeled, identitied as number thirty-two (32), previously known as
Quinta Cumana, located on San Juan Bosco Avenue within thejurisdiction
of the Chacao municipality in the state of M iranda, Real property identity

number 15-07-01-UO1-001-014-016-000-000-000.

2 English translation'.

Number 3-171, of the layout plans for the old developm ent tiM ol'ro de

Barcelona 1l1 Etapa'' on Terapaima Street of the Urbanjea Municipality in
the state of Anzoategui, Real property identity num ber 03-21-01-UR-06-

14-03-00-00-00.
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lf any of the property subject to forfeiture, as a result of any act or omission of the

defendant:

calm ot be located upon the exercise of due diligence;

has been transferred or sold to, or deposited with, a third party;

has been placed beyond the jurisdiction of the court;

has been substantially diminished in value; or

e. has been com mingled with other property which cannot be divided without

difficulty.

the United States shall be entitled to the forfeiture of substitute property under the provisions of

Title 21, United States Code, Section 853(p).
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Al1 pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Section 98 1(a)(1)(C), and the procedures set

forth in Title 21, United States Code, Section 853, as incorporated by Title 28, United States Code,

Section 2461(c).

l hs
ARIANA FAJARDO ORSHA

UN ITED STATES ATTORNEY
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

*

A .

M ICHAEL N . BERGER

ASSISTANT UN ITED STATES ATTORN EY

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

ROBERT Zm  UK CHIEF

CRIM INAL DIVISION, FRAUD SECTION

U.S. DEPARTM ENT OF JUSTICE

By: 'Z J'R -

&ZJOHN .ALEX ROM ANO

TRIAL ATTORNEY, FRAUD SECTION
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTH ERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

UNITED STATES OF AM ERICA CASE NO.

CERTIFICATE OF TRIAL ATTORNEY*

LENNYS RANGEL,

Defendant.
/ Superseding Case Information:

Court Division: (Select One)

X Adianai
FTL

New Defendantts)
Number of New Defendants
Total number of countsKey W est

W PB

Yes No

I do hereby certify that:

l have carefully considered the allegations of the indictment, the number of defendants, the number of probable
witnesses and the legal complexities of the Indictment/lnformation attached hereto.

l alp awarg that the information supplied on thij statement will be relied upon by the Judges of this Court in
settlpg thelr calendars and scheduling criminal trlals under the mandate of the Speedy Trial Act, Title 28 U.S.C.
Sectlon 3 16 1 .

lnterpreter: (Yes or No)
List language and/or dialect

This case will take 0

Please check appropriate category and type of offense listed below:

Yes
panlsh

days for the parties to try.

l
l l
l l l
IV
V

6. Has this case been previously filed in this District Court? (Yes or No) No
If yes:
Judge: Lenard Case No.
(Attach copy gf dispositive ordel)
Has a complalnt been filed in thls matter? (Yes or No)
If yes:
Magistrate Case No.
Related M iscellaneous numbers:

Defendantts) in federal custody as of
Defendantts) in state custody as of
Rule 20 from the lstnct o

(Check only one)

Petty
M inor
M isdem.
Felony

X- -

(Check only one)

0 to 5 days
6 to 10 days
l l to 20 days
2 1 to 60 days
6 l days and over

Does this case originate from a matter pending in the Northern Region of the U.S. Attorney's Oftice prior to
October 14, 2003? Yes X No

Does this case originate from a matter pending in the Central Region of the U.S. Attorney's Office prior to
September 1, 2007? Yes X No

M ICHAEL Nw
-
BERGER

ASSISTANT UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
Coud N0.A5501557

*penalty Sheetts) attached REV 4/8/08
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

PENALTY SHEET

Defendant's Nam c: LENNYS RANGEL

Case No:

Count #: 1

Conspiracy to Comm it an Offense Against the United States

Title 18, United States Code, Section 371

* M ax. Penalty: Five (5) Years' lmpzisonment

RRefers only to possible term of incarceration, does not include possible fines, restitution,

special assessments, parole term s, or forfeitures that m ay be applicable.

Case 1:19-cr-20726-JEM   Document 3   Entered on FLSD Docket 11/04/2019   Page 10 of 10


