
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

Case No.
18 U.S.C. j 1349
18 U.S.C. j 1347
18 U.S.C. j 982(a)(7)

UNITED STATES OF AM ERICA

VS.

ARIEL GONZALEZ and
LINDA TAYLO R,

Defendants.
/

INDICTM ENT

The Grand Jury charges that:

G ENER AL ALLEGATIO NS

At al1 times relevant to this lndictm ent:

Com m ercial lnsurance

Employers JetBlue Airways ('tJetBlue'') and AT&T lnc. C(AT&T'') offered

Administrative Selwices Only (û$ASO'') insurance plans to their employees. These employers

contracted with the commercial insurance company Blue Cross Blue Shield (IVBCBS'') to handle

the administrative tasks such as billing, elaims handling, and daim s paym ent with respect to claims

submitted on behalf of their em ployees. These ASO insuranee plans reimbursed BCBS for the

m oney BCBS paid out for health benefits for their employees.
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2. BCBS and the ASO insurance plans offered by JetBlue and AT&T managed by

BCBS were health care benetit program s, as detined in Title 18, United States Code, Section

24(b).

3. BCBS often m ade payments directly to physicians, medical clinics, or other health

care providers, rather than to the beneficiary who received the health care benefits, items, and

services. This occurred when the provider aceepted assignm ent of the right to paym ent from the

beneficialy.

4. To obtain payment for treatment or services provided to a beneficiary, physicians,

medical clinics, and other health care providers had to subm it itemized claim fonns to the

beneficiary's com mercial insurance plan. The claim form s were typically subm itted electronically

via the internet. The claim fonn required certain important information, including'. (a) the

beneficiary's name and Health Insurance Claim Number or other identitication number; (b) a

description of the health care benefit, item ,or service that Nvas provided or supplied to the

beneficiary', (c) the billing eodes for the benefit, item, or serviee; (d) the date upon which the

benefit, item, or service was provided or supplied to the beneficiary; and (e) the name of the

referring physician or other health care provider, as well as a unique identifying num ber, known

either as the Unique Physician ldentification Number (ûtUP1N'') or National Provider ldentifier

(tû11i là 1'')

W hen a provider subm itted a claim form to a comm ercial insuranee plan such as

those managed by BCBS, the provider certitied that the contents of the form were true, correct,

and complete, and that the fonn was prepared in com pliance with the applicable laws and

regulations concerning the subm ission of health care claim s. The provider also certitied that the

services being billed were medically necessary and were, in fad, provided as billed.
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did willfully, that is, with the intent to further the objed of the conspiraey, and knowingly combine,

conspire, confederate and agree with each other, Gabriel Lozada, Yohana Iriza, aIVa ûtYohana

Lozada,'' Anthony Lozada, and with others known and unknown to the Grand Jury, to commit an

offense against the United States, that is, to knowingly and willfully execute a scheme and artitice

to defraud a health care benefit program affecting commerce, as defined in Title 18, United States

Code, Section 24(b), that is, BCBS and ASO insurance plans managed by BCBS, and to obtain,

by means of m aterially false and fraudulent pretenses, representations, and prom ises, m oney and

property owned by, and under the eustody and eontrol of, said health eare benefit m ogram , in

connection with the delivery of and paym ent for health care benetits, item s, and services, in

violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1347.

PURPOSE OF THE CONSPIM CY

lt was a purpose of the conspiracy for the defendants and their co.conspirators to

unlawfully enrich themselves by, among other things: (a) offering and paying kickbacks and bribes

to patient recruiters in return for referring BCBS benetieiaries to Phoenix Rehab; (b) submitting

and causing the submission of false and fraudulent claims to BCBS; (c) concealing the submission

of false and fraudulent claims to BCBS; (d) concealing the receipt and transfer of the fraud

proceeds; and (e) diverting the fraud proceeds for their personal use and benetit, and the use and

benefit of others, and to further the conspiracy.

M ANNER AND M EANS OF THE CON SPIR ACY

The m anner and m eans by which the defendants and their co-conspirators sought to

accomplish the object and purpose of the conspiracy included, among others, the following:

4. Gabriel Lozada, Yohana Iriza, a/Va klYohana Lozada,'' and Anthony Lozada

offered and paid kickbacks and bribes to patient recruiters, including LINDA TAYLOR
, in return
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for referring BCBS beneficiaries to Phoenix Rehab to be used to submit false and fraudulent health

insurance claim s to BCBS for health care benefits that were medically unnecessary and not

provided to the beneficiaries as represented.

5. LINDA TAYLOR and Gabriel Lozada offered and paid kickbacks and bribes to

beneticiaries of BCBS and ASO insurance plans managed by BCBS in return for allowing Phoenix

Rehab to submit false and fraudulent health insurance claim s to BCBS for health care benefits that

were medically unnecessary and not provided to the beneficiaries as represented.

6. ARIEL GONZALEZ provided funding to Phoenix Rehab to further the fraud

scheme, including by taking out a business loan for Phoenix Rehab and by bringing large sums

of cash to his co-conspirators to pay kickbacks and bribes to patient recruiters and beneficiaries

of BCBS and A SO insurance plans managed by BCBS.

ARIEL G ONZALEZ, LINDA TAYLOR , Gabriel Lozada, Yohana lriza, a/k/a

ûtYohana Lozada,'' and Anthony Lozada subm itted and caused Phoenix Rehab to submit claims to

BCBS which falsely and fraudulently represented that various health eare benefits had been

provided by Phoenix Rehab to beneficiaries of BCBS and ASO insurance plans m anaged by

BCBS.

As a result of such false and fraudulent claim s, BCBS m ade payments to Phoenix

Rehab through the corporate bank accounts of Phoenix Rehab.

ARIEL GON ZALEZ, LINDA TAYLO R, Gabriel Lozada, Yohana Iriza, a/k/a

lsYohana Lozadar'' Anthony Lozada, and their co-conspirators used the proceeds of the health care

fraud for their personal use and benetit, the use and benefit of others, and to further the fraud.

All in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1349.
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COUNTS 2-5
H ealth Care Fraud
(18 U.S.C. j 1347)

The General Allegations section of this lndictment is re-alleged and incorporated

by reference as if fully set forth herein.

From in or around August 2018, and eontinuing through in or around September

2020, in M iam i-Dade and Broward Counties, in the Southern District of Florida, and elsewhere,

the defendants,

ARIEL GO NZALEZ and
LINDA TAYLOR,

in connection with the delivery of and payment for health care benefits, item s, and services, did

knowingly and willfully execute, and attempt to execute, a schem e and artifice to defraud a health

care benefit program affecting comm erce, as defined by Title l 8, United States Code, Section

24(b), that is, BCBS and ASO insurance plans managed by BCBS, and to obtain, by means of

materially false and fraudulent pretenses, representations, and promises, money and property

owned by, and under the custody and control of, said health care benefit program .

PURPOSE OF THE SCHEM E AND ARTIFICE

lt was a purpose of the schem e and artifice for the defendants and their accom plices

to unlawfully emich themselves by, among other things: (a) offering and paying kickbacks and

bribes to patient reeruiters in return for refening BCBS beneficiaries to Phoenix Rehab; (b)

submitting and causing the submission of false and fraudulent claims to BCBS; (c) concealing the

submission of false and fraudulent claims to BCBS; (d) concealing the receipt and transfer of the

fraud proceeds; and (e) diverting the fraud proceeds for their personal use and benefit, and the use

and benefit of others, and to further the fraud.
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M ANNER AND M EANS OF THE SCHEM E AND ARTIFICE

4. The allegations contained in paragraphs 4 through 8 of the M anner and M eans of

the Conspiracy section of Count 1 of this lndictm ent are realleged and incorporated by reference

as though fully set forth herein as a description of the scheme and artifice.

AVTS IN EXECUTION OF THE SCHEM E AND ARTIFICE

On or about the dates and for the defendants specitied below, in M iami-Dade and

Broward Counties, in the Southern Distrid of Florida, and elsewhere, the defendants, in

connection with the delivery of and paym ent for health care benefits, item s, and services, did

knowingly and w illfully execute, and attem pt to execute, the above-described schem e and artifice

to defraud a health care benetit program , in that the defendants caused the subm ission of claim s

to BCBS whieh falsely and fraudulently represented that physical therapy selwices had been

provided by Phoenix Rehab to beneficiaries of BCBS and ASO insurance plans managed by

BCBS, as set fol'th below:

Count Approx. Date Defendants Beneficiary Claim N um ber;
Claim Approx. Am ount
Received Claimed

ARIEL GONZALEZ 11100000748575579
;June 14

, 2019 and $1
,410LINDA TAYLOR

ARIEL G ONZALEZS
eptember 27, a v v u

. 
11100000769062034;

anq J.1.2019 $1
,740LINDA TAYLOR

November 22, xm sj
w 
c oxzAtuEz B.F. 11100000780710855;

2019 $1,560

M arch 6, j
. 
coxzAtzEz A.M . 11100000801639616;ARIE

2020 $1,560

ln violation of Title 18, United States Code, Sections 1347 and 2.
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FORFEITURE ALLEG ATIO NS

The allegations contained in this lndictment are hereby realleged and by this

reference fully incorporated herein for the purpose of alleging forfeiture to the United States of

America certain property in which the defendants, ARIEL GONZALEZ and LINDA TAYLO R,

have an interest.

Upon conviction of a violation of Title 1 8, United States Code, Section 1347, or a

conspiracy to com mit such offense, as alleged in this lndictment, the defendants shall forfeit to the

United States any property, real or personal, that constitutes or is derived, directly or indirectly,

from gross proceeds traceable to the comm ission of such violation, pursuant to Title 18, United

States Code, Sedion 982(a)(7).

lf any of the property subject to forfeiture, as a result of any act or omission of any

defendant:

(a) cannot be located upon the exercise of due diligence;

(b) has been transferred or sold to, or deposited with a third party;

has been placed beyond the jurisdiction of the Court',

has been substantially diminished in value; or

has been comm ingled with other property which calmot be subdivided

without difficulty;

the United Statcs shall be entitled to the forfeiture of substitute propel'ty under the provisions of

Title 21, United States Code, Section 853(p).

8
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All pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Sedion 982(a)(7), and the proeedures set forth

at Title 21, United States Code,

Section 982(b)(1).

Section 853, as incorporated by Title 18, United States Code,

A TRUE BILL

A ENZY L P INTE
UN1 ED STAT TTORNEY

FOREPERSON

x

.y  '
W ILL J. ROSENZW EIG
ASSISTANT UN ITED STATES ATTORNEY
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

UNITED STATES OF AM ERICA CASE NO.:

CERTIFICATE OF TRIAL ATTORNEY

Superseding Case lnform ation:
New Defendantts) (Yes or No)
Number of New Defendants
Total number of counts

ARIEL GONZALEZ, et al.

/
Defendants.

Court Division (select one)
(8i M iami r Key west r FTP
r FTL r W PB

l do hereby certify that:
1 . I have carefully considered the allegations of the indictment, the number of defendants, the number of probable

witnesses and the legal complexities of the lndictment/lnformation attached hereto.
l am aware that the information supjlied on this statement will be relied upon by the Judges of this Court in setting
their calendars and scheduling crimlnal trials under the mandate of the Speedy Trial Act, Title 28 U.S.C. (3 16 1 .

lnterpreter: (Yes or No) Yes
List Ianguage and/or dialect: spanish

4 days for the parties to try
.This case will take

Please check appropriate category and type of offense listed below:
(Check only one) (Check only one)
l ? 0 to 5 days L Petty
11 EI 6 to l 0 days U M inor
lll L 1 l to 20 days L Misdemeanor
IV EI 21 to 60 days R Felony
V L 61 days and over

Has this case been previously filed in this District Court? (Yes or No) X0
lf yes, Judge Case No.

Has a complaint been Gled in this matter? (Yes or No) No
If yes, M agistrate Case No.

8. Does this case relate to a previously filed matter in this District Court? (Yes or No) Yes
If yes, Judge Altman Case No. 22-c1--20562-R.KA

9. Defendantts) in federal custody as of
10. Defendantts) in state custody as of
1 1. Rule 20 from the District of
12. Is this a potential death penalty case? (Yes or No) No
l3. Does this case originate from a matter pending in the Northern Region of the U .S. Attorney's Office

prior to August 8, 2014 (Mag. Judge Shaniek Maynard? (Yes or No) No
Does this case originate from a matter pending in the Central Region of the U .S. Attorney's Office
prior to October 3, 2019 (Mag. Judge Jared Strauss? (Yes or No) No
Did this matter involve the participation of or consultation with now M agistrate Judge Eduardo 1. Sanchez
during his tenure at the U.S. Attorney's Office, which concluded on January 22

, 2023? NO

1i1 : ' . G' 'y -
W ill J. Rosenzweig
Assistant United States Attorney
Court ID No. A5502698
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT CO URT
SO UTH ERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

PENALTY SHEET

Defendant's Nam e: Ariel Gonzalez

Count #: 1

Conspiracy to Comm it Hea1th Care Fraud

Title 18s United States Codes Section 1349

* M ax. Term of Im prisonm ent: 10 Years
* Mandatory Min. Term of lmprisonment (if applicable): N/A
* M ax. Supervised Release: 3 Years
* M ax. Fine: $250,000 or Twice the Gross Gain or Loss Resulting from the Offense

Counts #: 2-5

Health Care Fraud

Title 18, United States Code. Section 1347

* M ax. Term of lm prisonm ent: 10 Years
* M andatory Min. Term of lmprisonment (if applicable): N/A
* M ax. Supervised Release: 3 Years
* M ax. Fine: $250,000 or Twice the Gross Gain or Loss Resulting from the Offense

*Refers only to possible term of incarceration, supervised release and fines. It does not include
restitution, special assessm ents, parole terms, or forfeitures that may be applicable.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTH ERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

PENALTY SHEET

Defendant's Nam e: Linda Taylor

Count #: l

Conspiracy to Com mit Health Care Fraud

Title 18, United States Code, Section 1349

* M ax. Term of lm prisonm ent: 10 Years
* Mandatory Min. Term of lmprisonment (if applicable): N/A
* M ax. Supervised Release: 3 Years
* M ax. Fine: $250,000 or Twice the Gross Gain or Loss Resulting from the Offense

Counts #: 2-3

Health Care Fraud

Title 18. United States Codes Section 1347

* M ax. Term of lm prisonm ent: 10 Years
* M andatory M in. Term of lmprisonment (if applicable): N/A
* M ax. Supervised Release: 3 Years
* M ax. Fine: $250,000 or Twice the Gross Gain or Loss Resulting from the Offense

WRefers only to possible term  of incarceration, supervised release and fines. lt does not include
restitution, special assessments, parole terms, or forfeitures that may be applicable.
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