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~ 37/ocma 

MMHHCTepCTBO viHOCTpaHHHX iUeJI Coroaa CoBeTCRIDC COI.\I'IaJl~CTt,fw 

tiecKHx PecnyoJtMK, cc1,1Jias-tch Ha HOTY IlocoJihCTBa Coe).\MHeHHEX llh1:~ 
'!'OB AMepvnrn: J,fi 22? · OT 24 qJeBpanH I9?8 ro,I\a,. Harrpas.n.HeT npM f:J:T( 

cJie,n.cTBeHHble MaTepuan:u no 'AeJ!Y no):tospenaeMoro BOeI-moro npec,l'j 
.HHRa CMopo~cRoro _(CMopo.n.ocKoro)· Il.B. • 

YcTaHOBneHo, qTo B PO.IJibf BTOpow MHpOBO~ BOMHbl CMopo~CKRK 
SIBJISLTICH HattaJibHHI<OM lllTBOa HaI~MOHaJIMCTHlieCIWrO Q)OptmpoBaHM.ff: 

"Ilo~eccKaa ce~b", yqacTBOBaBmero B npecTyn~eHM.HX rMT~epoaqea 
Ha ·TeppMTOpHH lliHTOMMpCKOM OOJiaCTU. Iloc~e paC(yop:MMpOBaHHH 
"Ilo.necer-coj;f ceqJ.1", B I943 I"O,I\Y oH ImMaHAo:aaJI yRpaimc:m,iM 6aTruu 

HOM CAB PoBeHCKO~ oonaCTMe 
MMHMCTepCTBO Ohl.iIO d1i1 IlpU3HaTem>H0 aa npe~OCTaB.JieHMe HH@:~ 

MaQtUi 06 MCilOJib30B3HM~ rrepe):\aBaeM"dX IlocoJibC'l'BY MaTepHMOB .. 

flpM.llO}Xemm: ynoM.fIHYTOell corJiaCHO OilMCM, Ha 56 Jn!CTax •. 

• MocKaa, 4 liOOH.ff I979 ro'Aa 

II0C0JlbCTBY 
COE,l.J,vIHEHHHX · lli'TATOB A~1EPHH11 

reMO,Cirna 



Unoffici al Translation 

No. 37/0SSHA 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Uniop of Soviet 

Socialist Republics, referring to the Note of the Embas:sy 

of the United States of A,merica No. 227 of Februa~y 24, 1978, 

hereby forwards evidence in the case of the suspected war 

criminal P. V. SMORODSKY (SMORODOSKY) [Peter $MOROPOSKYJ]. 

-It has been established that during the years of the 

Second World War Smorodsky was the chief of staff of the 

nationalist formation "Polesskaya Sech," and took part in 

hitlerite crimes in the territory of the Zhitomirskaya 

Oblast. After the disbanding of the Polesskaya Sech in 

1943 -he commanded a Ukrainian SD battalion in Rovenskaya 

Oblast. 

The Ministry would be grateful for the furnishing of 

information concerning the use of the materials transmitted 

to the Embassy. 

Enclosure: as stated, according to the table of 

contents, on 56 pag·es. 

Moscow, June 4, 1979 

To the Embassy 

of the United States of America 

City of Moscow 
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MaTepHa.rroB no ~em,! CMopo~cKoro Il.B. 

I. KcepOKOlll.H Il~OTOKOJla fonpoca CJm'A8TeJ!fI 
CMOPO'ACKoro .B. OT 3 MM 1978 r. Ha ·3 Jl. 

2. K~e oKomm npoToKoJia .n;onooca CBE)J.eTeJm . r K.A. oT I4 n10IDI 1978 ro,n;a Ha ·3 JI. 

s. =e OKOIIIDI npoToKoJia .n;onpoca cBH,UeTemr 
KO c.c. OT 7 RIDIDl 1978 ro.n;a Ha 3 JI. 

4. Kce~Komm npoToKoJia ,n;orrpoca CBli!,neTe.IDI 
IIPO OINYKA r .w. OT YI mmapK J9'79 ro,na Ha 2 JI. 

5. =e OKOITIIB. npoTOKOJia .nonpoca CBJ,!,u.8T8YJ.H. 
A.~. OT 22 .n;eKa6p.a 1978 r. Ha 3 JI. 

6. KcepoKOIIIDI npoToKOJia npe;n;~HBJieffii.q 
@OToKapTO't31lli ,nM orrosHamm mrcmocrn 
CBHJJ;eTeJIID BEJIKE A.~. OT 22 AeKa6pH 1978 
ro'Aa H woToTa6,mma co crrpa.BKOH . Ha 4 JI. 

7. =c Komm npoToKoJia 'AOITpoca CBl!,I(eTe~1:a: 
PA A.H . OT 22 AeKaOpH 1978 ro.n;a Ha 3 JI. 

8. KoepOKOIDffi IlpOTOKOJia npe.n;~.R:B~emm ~OTO-
KapTO'C!KH ;IJ.Jm 0Il03Ha.Ii:IDI .Jilil1IHOCTR CBH.n;eTe-
JIIO lIII{ill:UJ,E1\V A .11 . OT 22 ;n;~maop.R: I978 ro,na 
R @OToTa6Jililll;a co cnpa.BKoft • Ha 4 JI. 

9. Kc~0Kom1H rrpoToKoJia ,nonpoca CBH,neTemr 
IM 3bl T .H. o'l' ~5 .n;eKa6pH 1978 ro,na Ha 3 JI. 

10-. KceCOKOIIlifi'IlpOTOKOJia ,nonpoca CBH~eTeJ.If.I 
MAN ill-JlqYI{A H.B. OT 4 .ffHBap.q I <:179 ro;r.i;a Ha 2 JI • . 

II. Kc~-o~omra rrooToKoJia ~onooca OBH;D;eTeJlf! • 
CT KAJtDIO @.,u: oT 4 mmap.FL I9?9 ro;n;a Ha 3 JI. 

12. KcHEcKo~fi rrooToKo~a ,nonpoca cmmeTe.mr 
KO XOB0!1 H ,1. OT 5 mrnap.R: 1979 ro,ua . Ha 2 JI. 

13. KcepOKOIIIDI npoTORO,Jia npe_IJ;'I:i.HBJI6IDIB q)OTO-

~a~O'tffi'.l'I .rflJIB: OllOSHa.H!IB JTI·r<mOCT~ CB~eTeJIIO 
0 XOB011 .A. OT 5 fillBap.ff 1979 ro,na R 

qx:>ToTa6.7Illll;a co crrpamcoi Ha 4 JI. 



I4. KcepOKOIIl!ff rrpoTOKOJia ;n;onpoca CBM)J;8T8JlfI 
XA.JIAEYP,uA O .B. OT 5 mrnap.a 1979 ro.u;a • 

I5. Kc~pQKOTIIDI npoToKoJia .u;onpoca CBR;I:CeTeJIB 
rJil1BLIYKA H.M. oT 8 aBrycTa 1978 ro.u;a • 

I6. KcepoKoIIIDI npoToKoJia npe~~HBJieHIDI woTo­
RapTo~KH. ~q 0Il03Hamm JllfqHOCTll CBH,I(eTe­
JilO r.TIMINYKY H.vl. oT 8 an~JcTa I978 ro,n;a • 
n WQToTa6.mm;a 

17. KC8J2QtOIDUI npoTOKOJia ;n;orr_poca CBll,1(8T0Jiff 
rOP,il,KitJ(!Yl{ JI.11. OT 8· aBrycTa 1978 I10,IJ.a 

IS. KcepoKomm nRoToKoJia ;n;onpoca CBH;n;eTeJIH: 
HAYlviOOOA r .v. OT IO anrycTa 1978 ro.u;a 

I9. <;J;lQTOROIDm ap:nrnmnc ,Il;CHtyMeHTOB, B KOTO-
pmc qJ!IIrypMpyeT CMO,PO;IJ;CIGlli . 

20. KcepoKorntq aoxmmoi1 CTaTfilI "EoaTCTBO 
01)YJKWI11 113 raseTll nraii;n;a.MaKa"· OT 
2I CeHT.ffOp.H I94I ro.u;a • 

H T o r o : MB.Tep:v1rum 

Ha 2 .JI. 

Ha 3 JI. 

Ha 3 JI. 
' • 

Ha 3 JI. 

Ha 2 JI. 

Ha I JI. 

Ha 56 JI. 
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INTDE, X 

Translation from 
the Russian 

6F fliA.fERIALS RELATING TO TBE CASE OF P. W. SMORODSKIY 

1. xe.:r.ox Copy from the Record of Interrogation oli' 

Wi tn~ss ?i:. V!. SMOR©DSKIJ of May 31, 1978 • 

2. Xerox Copy tirom the Record of Interrogation of 

Witness K~A. GUNTIK of June 14, 1978 

3. Xerox Copy from the Record of Interrogation of 

Witness S • .&.. KRINICHKO of June 7, 1918 
• •, • I 

4. Xerox Copy from the Record of Interrogatio:n of 

Wi tneoo G.F,-. PROKOPCHUK of Janua:ry 17, 1979 

5. Xerox Copy from the Record of Interrogation of 

Witness A.F. BELifai o:t: December 22, 1978 

6. Xerox Cbpy from the Record of Presentaion to 

Witness A.F)f' BELKA of a Photograph for Purposes 

of Identification,; of December 22, 1978 and from 

a ~hoto-tableau with Att~ched Attestation 

7. Xerox Copy from the Recorq. of Interrogation of 

Witness A.I. SHK]NDER . of December 22, 1978 

$~;:·.K:ert1~:';jo;py :t:rd'Jin,. tlterJR:eco,ua ~f &;h'r:es:e..ntruuiiiln to 

Witness A. I. SHKINDER of a Photograph for Purposes 

of Identification of December 22, 1978 and from 

a Photo-tableau with Attached Attestation 

9. Xerox Copy from the Record of lnterrogation of 

Witness T .N. PIKUZ.A of- December 25, 1978 

10. Xerox Copy from the Record of Interrogation of 

Witness N.B. MAKS:JIMCHUK of January ' 4, 1979 

on 3 sheets 

om 3 sheets 

on 3 eheets 

on 2 sheets 

on 3 sheets 

on 4 sheets 

on 3 sheets 

on 4 sheets 

on 3 sheets 

on 2 sheets 
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11. Xerox Oopy from the. Record of Interrogation:. of 

Witness F,D. STUKAYLO of Jlanuary 4, 1979 

12..Xerox Copy from the Record of Interrogation of 

Witness N.A. KONYUKHOVA of January 5, 1979 

13. Xerox Copy from the Record of Presentation to 

Witness N.A. KONYUKHOVA of a Photograph for 

Purposes of Identification of January 5, 1979 

on 3 sheets 

on 2 sheets 

and from a Photo- tableau with Attached Attestation on 4 sheets 

14. Xerox Copy from the Record of Interrogation of 

'1 Witness O. V1. KHALABURDA of January 5, 1979 
-- ~\ ~;} 

\: \ .\J:, 

'.'l;<ii\l:"'' :'.\~, 15. Xerox Copy from the Record of Interrogation of 

1\f'~!•,. Witness N. I. GLIV.CHUK of August 8, 1978 
\} \ .. 

16. Xerox Copy from the Record of Presentation to 

Witness N.I. GLI~CHUK of a Photograpg for purposes 

of Identification of August 8, 1978 and from a 

Photo-tableau 

17. Xerox Copy from the Record of Interrogation of 

Witness L.I. GORDEYCHUK of August 8, 1978 

18. Xerox Copy from the Record of Interrogation of 

Witness G.S. NAYMOVICH of August 10, 1978 

19. l?hotx;,s(f;at-.tesYfrom Recorded Documents in which 
·_ .!;.1,y • 

Sm~rodskiy figures 

20. Xerox Copy from a Recorded Article Entitled 

ttBrotherhood in Arms" from the paper "Gaydamakan 

of Septemb~r 21, 1941 

In a 1 I~ iate!ials 

on 2 sheets 

on 3 sheets 

on 3 sheets 

on 3 sheets 

on 3 sheets 

on 2 sheets 

on 1 sheet 

on 56 sheets 
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TIP0T0KOJI 

;n;orrpoca OBM;lI,BTBJIH 

• I4 ebHH I978 r~ rop. PoBHo 

IIoMDll\HCIJR npmqpopa PoneHcr-rnti 061mcTL1 IWBAH0B no rropy-qem110 
rrpoKypaTypbl CCCP B CBRSH c o6pall\eHfl!eM oprai-ron IOCTlilLF'.lliI ClllA 06 01-rn­

saHli!li'J rrpaB □Bott n-01v1om11 no ;zr,eJiy GM0PO,IlCirnro IleTpa, c co6mo~eHt1ciM 
-Tp860B8Hl'IM OT.CT.BS, 167 III I?0 yroJIOBH □-rrpoueooyaJI:&HOro Ko;n;eioa 

YKPBli1HCKDi CCP, E ITOMBll\BHMK rrpoKypaTypN POBBHOKO~ o6nacT~ ;n;orrpo­

Cli11 B KB~BCTBB CBL1;lI,8TBJiff Hf/IE8IT00MBHOB8HHOro, KOTOpNI ;n;aJI O ce6e 

CJIB'AYIDll\00 CBB~BHWH: 

rnrnm Kys:&Ma -AKli1lv10Blifq 7 I91'2 ro;n;a PDJiC7-l.BH!/Jfl 7 ypmrceHBI( cena 
EbJCTpW-Il/1 Eepes.HOBCK □ ro pa.ti □Ha POBBHCEO:Vi O()JI8CT171, ITO H8D;liIOI-J8JI:0[-JOCTl1 

·yKparrne:u;, rpam;zi;amrn CCCP, o6pa8 □Ba.E-rne 3 1rnacoa, rreHCL10Hep, rrpowA­
BBBT B C~Jie BNcTpH-qJi1 BepesHOBCKOl70 paioH8 P □BBHCK □n □ 6JI80Tfll. 

B COOTBBTCiBJ711i1 co CTBT:&HML1 70 fl! 167 qBCTJ:, 3 yroJIOBHO-rrpo­

L\8CCY8JIJ:,HOro I{o.zi;01rna Ylfpai1Hc1-rniii CCP rYHTflTI{Y ILA. paaTiRCHeHbJ o6H-

88HHOCTL1 CB!i!;zl;0TBJiff l1 OH rrpe,I\ynpBJK,I\8H 06 yroJIOBHOM OTB8TCTB8HHOCTI-1 

sa 11,a-qy 38]EJ;z:\Olv10 JlO)!CHbJX ITOE888Hltlt1 ITO CTBTI,0 178 T.J3CT!tl 2 yrDJlOBHO­

ro Ko;n;eK08 YKpBHHOKDA CCP H 38 OTK88 ltlJI!tl 3JIOOT~08 YKJIOHBH~B OT 
;IJ;BQ!tl ITOKBBBHHii TIO CTBTJ:,B 179 yr □JIOBHOrO Ko;n;eKca YKpGHHCKbtl CCP. 

TID7J,11vlCI:i CBH;IJ;~ T0JIH ,_~/,v/f'J/Vi'l (.,.tz,J/1_· 

ITp~ pa3'.6HOHBHMM CT8Ttm 19 yroJIOBHO-npou;eocyBJibHOro Ko~eKoa 

YitpatiuwrrnH COP oBH.I\BTBJIIi rYH1'li'IK K.A. saRmrn, lITO on pycc1rnM Rsbm □M 

J3~b,I\B8T CB06o;zi;ao, B nepBBQ,I\qJ1K6 HB nyz;zi;aeTOH, EBJIBBT ;zl;8J38TJ:, rroKa-

~BHMH Ha pyccKOM R3hlKB. 
~H"vVJL,t/( 

IIo □ Yll\BOTBY sa;l(aBHbJX BorrpocoB OBvi;n;eTeJIIi rYHTifIJI K.A. noKasan~ 

11pL'lClJim3vJTBJIIiHO B aBryc'.Ce lvleGHIJ;B I94I ro,7\a 1 · qepes H8C[{OJIJ,rrn 

H9,li,BJII, ITOCJ10 [-JE!rJ8JJ;0Hl1ff ['!Gl1I8I(Irn-([Jaillli]CTCffl/JX BOi!rCR Ha ConeTCffftIW Co10s 
(B mane 1941 roi~a), ,1nueneM H8lliero oeJia EbicTp1rqr1 E0P0BU0M Tapaco1v1 
nu~TpftI8B0~BM H8pH~Y C BBKOTOpNMH ~pyrHMM MeCTHNMM ~WTBJIHllH H 6~JI 
BOBJ10Q8H B T8IC H88bJBBBrilYIO TioJiecon:ym ceq:n 11 , KOTOpy10 
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EOPOBEU Tapac opraHl/J3DB8JI ;ZJ.Jifl Boopy:rn:eHHDM 6op:o6:&T rrpciTI1B CoBeT,.. 

CROM BJIBCTltl sa cos;n.amrn "CaMOCTl7lifIHoPl Y1cpaIHbT 11 c rroMOll(Ho HeM:o;eB. 

HaM, ytIBCTI-HiJFC a-M· 11 IIOJiec"cr-rni/i ceqm" rrnriocpe,D;CTBSI-IHO B 08JI0 DblCTPt!P-H1 

-owr.o Bfi!;n8HO orr·ISOTp8JII:,H00 opy:m:1118. Jifft.JHO ff ITOJiyql/JJI H8 Boopy,iceHVJe 

Bl/JHTOBKY COJ30TCI{Dro o6pa8I(8 C IT8TpOH8Ml/J. IIocJie Ebr;r(cl<rn opyncrrn, B· 

~OT E8 ,2l,0H1, HBC HarrpaB~Jil/J B ropo,I\ 0JI8BCK l~TOMWPCKOM OOJIBCTJi1 K 

M8CTY ITOCTO.ffHHOro pacrIOJIO:iiCBHI/JH "IloJl000KOi!i C8<IH 11 • fl ObJJI 38 1n1CJIBH 

B CDTE-IIO ,UOBfviATlOKA. I1eTP8. B ropo;z(e OnencKe "I1oJieccxai=r oe-q:r:, 11 pas­

M811\BJiao1, B BOBHHOM ropo;zr,Ke, a T8KJIC8 B rrpHJI8r8!0ll(WX K H8M.Y ~oMax. 

Rama COT.Hf! OblJIB P88M61!\6H8 E 3l~8HWVJ 6bJBUiero ;ll.0TOEOro C8,I\LUC8. Bee Po 

B "I1onecc1<ott oeqw" 6:&rno Tp11 mm tIBT:&1p0 c □ THli1 ( rro;n.pas,21,enemrn) oo­

met1: q1t10neHH □or1ro oKoJio L~OO qeJioBe:K'. (T □i:.rf{o ne sttaro). Yt1BCTHt-1KVI • 

"IT6neocKOM ceqw" ~OpMBHHOro 06MyH,11,~pOB8HMff He f/IMBJI~, a 6hlJII1 0,11,BTN 

• B CBOIO rpaJR:;D;8HC1ty10 O;ll;8llC,1J,y; Ha roJIOEHOM y6ope .v1M8JICH H8I(L'!-OH8Jlf/lCTllI­

tjeoK.0M saaK-Tpasy6e 

B "TioneocKoi ceqe" B ropo,11,e 0JI8BOKB JIHqHO H HBX0,11,HJICH H8C­

ibJII>KO HB,21,SJIIi (HO CKOJII,KO HMBHHO BP8M6HM TOqHO HB ITOMHID), ~o poc-

.. rryc'Ka ee no Tpe6oBaHVIJO H6M8IJ;m1x B 08HHblX BJWC T8T!I, IW TOP1JE1 rrpe,11,JIO­

:ncvIJIJlt O;zJ:8Tt Opyitrne. IlbOJ18 pocrryc1rn 11 ITOJI6CCKOti ceq11" fI ymeJI ,7..l,OM □ iii 

ill OT8Jl p800T8TI, E CBOBM ·Kp8CT:Eifl.HCKOM X08Hi1rCTB8 • JlDJllKBH CK838TI>, 

qTo B nep.vro,11, cl.iyJ1c6h1 B "11oneccrrni.1r cetrn" MBHH o,zi:111-1 pas □ Trryorrn.T.ir11 

,11,0MO:lii: H8 Tp11-qeTb!p8 ,I(HH ;IJ,JIH paoOTbl J3 CB06M X08HMCTB8. Ba rrepr/JO,l\ 
Moero rrpe6b!B8H:r.1H B 11 TIOJI8CCKOM. ceqm" MbJ 38Hl'JM8JII/JCI, B08HHOM fIO;.J,i'O­

:roBROi11, HBCJllil 1:rnpayJIIiHYIO CJlYJICOy. II~MHIO, 1.fTD B COCT8DB H81118Pi. COTHftI 

.ff ,7J,B8 pasa xo;zu,rn H8 00Jl8Bbl rrpoTvm OOB8TCRf/IX rrapT!138H. Ha OOJI8Bbl 

xo;zi,v1nm vi ,7..1,pyr00 coTHW, HO Bee rum HGT.;.. .fl'. 11 oq.EJ0 He saa10. ITepBbT½ . . 
pa 8 HB!lla opTHff XO;z.(t1Jl8 HB 06JI8BY rrpOTfllB COB81'CKL'IX rrapTvI88H B R:8Kf/Je-

Td CBJia He;JJ.BJIBKO OT rop □ ;JJ.8 0JI8BCKB. MH BBpHyJIHC~ B TOT-~ ~BHTu. 

B YI';838HHb)X cenax Mbl rrapTL'J88H HB OOHapyxi;f/JJI!rJ, HO H8 00f)8THOM ITyTlil 

PJIB;JJ.OB8Ht1H B JIBCY ECTpBTf/IJifll rpynrry HBBODPYEBBHHX rrapTM38H B KOJl[tJ­

qecTBe OKOJIO 15 qeJIOB8K? K DTOPbOC 88;z:\BPliC8JlliI t1 ;Il;OOT8BliIJif/J B p8CIT OJIO-

l!C8Hf/I0 ,11 IlOJIBCCirni!i ce-ql/.! 11 , r;JJ.e OI-II!l l-1 H8XO;zT,[,1Ji l1C1, HBOKOJ11,R'.0 ,7\Hef.r. rro 

pasroBopaM pr1;n; □BblX -"oei:.rell!IIKOB 11 887~BP'.ll\8HI-IblX rrapT vl88 H 0 '.L'fIYCT!Hll1 

noc;ne rrp0Be7~emrnro paocne;n;oBBHJ,rn., BTopo1r pas H8 11l8 OOTHR xo,21,~rna r-ra 

o6~aBy rrpOTliIB COBBTCKliI~ rrapTf/J88H B CBJIO BopbEOB POKWTOOBCKOro pat­

O_Ha. Ty;JJ.a Mb] WJIH OAvlH ;ZJ;BHl, Ji.I HOt!I,. MBllC;Zl;Y HBMv! !)] OOI-Japy:;Ke [·H-JbJMIIJ rrap-

TliI38H8MH 88Bff88JICa·oot, KOTOphlYi ;n;nf/JJICH.OKOJIO TPBX qaoo:s. 
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B pesyJI:oTaTe 6 □ fl 6hlJI y6li!T D,Zl;0H CDB~TCKlili TTBPTl18BH, a TBKme 

D,I/;11H 11 C6'!.J:0B!AK 11 , KDTOphlti: 6b!JI rroxop □HSH B ropo,I(e OJieBCit e. ll,pyl'li!X 

c;11yqaeB BbIXO,Zl;a Ha □6JI8BbI rrp □ TfilB COBBTCKvDt rrapTl/l88H O MDL1M yqac­

T06M HB 6HnDo O K8K0X-J106O ,ZI;pyrvIX ~8KT8X 38,ZI;BpEBHMH 0 y6MiCTB8 
COB8TCKli'IX rrapT038H Ii'! aICTMBv'ICTOB MHe H0 Vl3B8·CTHD. 0 J3blXO,Zl;8 H8 

O(JJIBB:&I TIOC'.l'YIT8JIO pacrrop.mK8H08 KOf,,18H;D;OBamrn llIIDJI80CROtt C61I.(JJ 11 , HO 

m·1tIHO H rrpr-1 OT,Zl;8"CI0 TBRI-1X pacrropmK8.HMM H8 npirnyTCTJ30B8JI~ KDM8Hl.(l-1P 

11 nonecc1rntt oeqJ/1 11 B0P0BEU. Tapac HBBhlBBJic.ff "TapBc □M Byn:o6otl: 11 • I{To 

6bJJI HB'lJ.BJibEHrnDM lliT868 11 ilDJI8CCI-tDH Q8tI1i'I 11 ff HB 8H8l0o J3hlJI Jivl cpe,Zl;.v.1 

ytra o 'Ullimo B "II □ Jie a cK ovi o e-crn II i:re JI □BeK rr o ({)a MvIJHtrn Clv!OP0;lICKVI11I H CK8-

sa Tii HS Mory, CJibllll8JI J10 fl T8K1TTQ &aMJi'IJHl[IO - HS ITOMHIO. 
U •' A • \ 

Ba ytraOTv!B Ii "II □ Jiec-01-rn.v.r oeirn 11 .fl. ()biJI □ Cyl!t;n;8H B I945 I'O.I\Y, 
HBKB888ltlB OT6hlJI. 

IlpoTOKDJI MHDIO rrpoq11TaH. TioK888Hvlfl C MD!tlX CJIOB 38IT~C8Hhl 

np aBL'lJibHO • .2l □ IIOJIHBHl1M [,j' 88M01:l.'8HltlM HS vU~eIO. :ly-N~r 

II □;r\mrn:o OB vr,11,e TB JIH~-1011 u.11 

~orrpoc HaqaT B II qacoB 30 M0HyT. 
norrpoc ORDH1:l.'0H B 13 'lJ.BCOB. 
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TIPOTOKOJI 

~orrpoca _CBH'ABTBJIH 

- I4 H~Hff 1978 rw rop. PoBHO 

IToMOUFH1R np mqpopa PoBeHOimiii ooJrnc TvI IWBAHOB rro nopytrem110 
rrpoKypaTypbl CGCP B CBHSL1 c o6pall(8Hvl0M oprai-IOB lOCTli1LWII<'I Cll!A 06 OH:8-

38Hllll7l rrpaBoBoa rr-0Momi1 no ;zr,eJiy CMOPO,ZlCIWro IleTpa? c co6JIIO'A8Hti'leM 
·Tpe6o:aaHVIJil: CT.OT.85, 167 III 170 yroJIOBHO-rrpou;eccyaJII,HOro l{OlJ;BRCa 

Yrtpa0Hcxoiii. COP? B ITOMBU\BHirn rrpo1-1:yp1:JTypb1 Po:BeHoxow oGJiacTl/1 ;n;orrpo-
00i B R8~0CTBB CBvl;zI,8TBJIH HH~BTIOvIMBHOBBHHOro, KOTOp@I ;£\aJI D ce6e 
cJ1e;n;ym~11e c:Be;n;en11H: l 

rYHT!iIT{ Kys1Ma. A:s:m1v10BH1I, 1912 ro;L\a po:1c7-1.emrn, ypo:xceHeD; ceJia 

BbiCTpWH1 Bepe8.HOBC1toro pa.MoHa PoBeHCRO:VL OOJIElCTL1, 00 H8IJ;li10I-IBJI:b[-JOC'I1L1 

-yx.pai,rnen;, l7 paJK;zi;amrn GCGP, o6pasoBar-rn:e 3 KJiacca? rreHct10Hep, rrpm:rn­
BBBT B C~JIB BECTpH-qm Eape8HOBCK □ro pa~OHB POBBHCKO~ OO]BCTH. 

B cooTB6TCTJ3HH co CTBT::EiHM!tI 70 0 167 tI8C'l'I, 3 yron0Buo-rrpo­
u;0ocyan1:,Horo Kozi;eI-Coa Y1;paii1ncr-rnti CCP rYH'TLTI{Y IC.A. paa'.1:iHCHBHhJ o6n-
8aHH □cTm CBul;z(6T8Jlff H OH ITPBAynpem;n;eH 06 yr □ J10}3HOM OTJ38TCTBBHHOCTf-1 

8 a ;n;a-qy 8 a:s e A OMO JI DXCHbJX 1101-1:8 38 Hvliil: ITO C TB TM 178 tI3 CT !1 2 yr DJlOB I-JO­

r o Ko;n;esca YRp8v1HCKOI CCP v1 88 OTK83 vlJIM 8]OOTHO8 YHHOHBHHB OT 

,Il;8'-Ivl ITOK888HHM TIO CT8TJ:,8 179 yrDJIOBH □ro Ko;n;eRca YKpGHBOKbtl CCP. 

TIO 'A 11 vl CI, 0 B c,r:n;~ Te JIB '"?ff ""I r],"?·"ll ':_1/,,,41_· 

ilphl pa8'.6HCHBHMM OT8TtH 19 yronOBHO-npon;eooyaJibHOrD Ko~BKC8 

YitpauI1-1c1rn:Vl CCP cmr;n;eTeJ11 rYH1'VIlC ILA. saHBvm 1 tIT□ on pycc1rnM nsbrn: □M 

B~8~68T OB060AHD1 B nepBBO~qwse HB HYZ~88TCH1 menaeT .I\8B3TL ITDK8-
~8H~H H8 PJOCKOM RBHKB. :7jf-1~ <.,ll-( 

I!o cyIJ~ElOTBY 38;z\8BHblX Bonpoc OB CBvi,l(8T8J1Ii I'YHT/!m K .A• !1DK8 38JI: 

I1pm5mrnHTBJI:&H □ B aBrycTe Mecrrne I94I ro,I\a 1• -qepes Hecrrnm)rrn 
E\8,IiBJII, TIOOJIB [-i8IJ8,TI,0H.0f! H8l1I6Uirn-(llalllftlCTO[·n-lX BDWCIC f:l8 COB8TC1Cft1M Co10s 

(B mone 1941 ro;n,a), 11crirTeJieM H8111e ro oeJia Bb1c~pn<11t1 BOPOBUOM Tapi:lc OM 
~MWTpv1BB0~8M HBPHAY C BBKOTOpNMH ~pyrMMM MeCTf:l~MW lliWT8JlHMI H 68Il 
J3OBJ.I8'1BH B T8It H88bl.B8BMYIO I1OJI8GCHylo ce11:0 11 , ROTOpyro 

ilOADHCii CBW~BTBJIR ~~1_i_r7~1• __ 
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E0P0BEU Tapac opraHvl8DBBJI ;n;JIH B □ opyl!teHI-IO:li\ 6op:no1i1 npoTIIJB CoBeT,.. 
cRoi1 •BJIBOTul sa cos;n:aH1,1Je "CaMOCT!7l:iitHoti Y1cpaIHoT11 c 11.0Mom1:,10 tteM~eB. 

HaM, ytIBCTHm~aM· "TIOJieC·ouoili C6t!VI 11 Herioope'AOTBOHHO E 08JI8 Eo10Tpvl'!{til 

·c,r:,mo BE!;zl,8HO orH90Tp6Jl:&H08 opyilniI8. JIH:tIHO R ITOJIY11!11J'.l H8 BDOPY1It9 HV!e 

' :av'.IHTOBKY COB8TCKOro oc.ipas~a C I18TPOH8M!II. fiooJie BbT;:n81Ilil opylltrl!H, B·· 

TOT *e ;n,eH~, HBO HanpaBWJI!II B ropo;n, OneBCK i~TOMl1POKO~ OOJI8CT!II K 
M8CTY ITOCTORHHOro pacnorio~eH~R "IloneccKOi ceqm". R dYJI aaq HC~BH 

i3 _ ooTmo JJ,OBMATKlKA • I1eTP8. B ropo;n;e OneBcKe "Ilonecc1tar1 ce't!:& 11 pas­
Mem.anao:o E BoeHHOM ropo;zuce, a TamKe B np1.rnera10n111x Et HeMy 7.1;0Max. 

Rama COTHH d@na pasMem.etta B s;n:aaw!II owBmero ;n:eTcRoro oa;n,11Ka. Boero 
J3 "ilonecoKOM ceq0" 6blJID TPlil HJH'I 'tl'.0Tb!pe c OTIH'I ( rIOJJ;pas;n,en.eHVJFI) . 06-

maA qmcn~HHOCTBID OKOBO 400 qeJIDBe~ (Toq~o H8 8HBID). YqBCTH0KH 
11 rr6naccRD~ ceq!iJfl wopM8HHOro 06MyH~~pOB8.Hli'.lfl He \IIM8Jllil, a 6bJn0 0~0Thl 

B CBOIO rpaJP;,naHc~ym o;neX1:;n.y ; · Ha r □JIOBH OM y6op6' ~IM8JICH HBU!tlOH8JIH.CTfll­

qeoR0M saaK-Tpesy6. 

.,_r 

B .rtrroneocROLi caq0 11 B ropoAe . 0JI6BCK0 J]f11qrrn fi HSXO~I/JJICH H8C-

MbD1KO He.n~n& (Ho CKOJIEKO HM8HHO BpeMBHH TOQHO He □ OMHID), 'AO poc-

.. nyc'Ka ee TIO Tpe60:B8HHJO H8M9 D;RVIX B06HHhlX BJWCTetr, I{0TOpb16 npe;n,no­
lll:0JH1 o;n;aTt opyllme. IIocne pocrryc1rn "Iloneocr<oii cetrn11 H y 1110JI __ ;zi,oMo:iii 
VI CT8JI pa60T8T:E) B CB0.8M 'KP80TMIHCKOM X03r.{it!CT~e. JlORllWH CK838TE 1 

ttTO B neptrn;n;. CJiyJ1t6bl B 11 noneccrrniit ce,nl!" r,teHfl o,11.1rn pas □ Trrycrta.r.i!n 

;n,oMOtt Ha Tp~-'tl'.BTNP8 lHff ~JIR pa6DThl n CBOeM xosHttCTBS. 3a rrepijO'A 
Moero rrpe6bl13aH0H :s 11 rronecc1toiii oeq111 11 M1I saHHMaJIIIJOii BD8HBO:a rro.1J;ro­
TOBKofii, H9CJill1 KapayJI:&HytO CJIYlKOy. IT~MHIO, 1-ITO B COCT8B0 H8lll6M. COTHIII 

.fl JI.BB pasa xo;n;vm Ha o6]l8Bbl TipOTITT3 COB8TCKli'IX rrapTlll38H. Ha OOJI8Bbl 
I '-' 

XO;zl,.VI1IL'l L1 ;n.pyrllle COTHl1, HO Bee 11m1 HST - ff' 1'0Gfl0 HO 8H810. IlepBbTW 

pas .H8UJ8 C.OT.Hfi XO;zl,fll118 H8 o6na:sy TIPOT PIB COBSTC:KliiX napTli188H B R8ItLH3-

Td cena ee;z1,aneKO OT ropo;n;a 0 JI 8BC K8. MY BepHyJIMOI, B TOT-~ ;zl,8Hi. 

B YK838HHblX oenax Mbl napT038H HfJ OCJHapyiinrn0, HO H8 oopaTHOM TiyT0 

OJlB;zl,OBBITHH B JIBCY BCTpeTmJim rpynny H9BOOPYE6HHblX ITBPTVl38H B HOJIIIJ­
-qecTBB OROJlO 15 tI0JIOB9K, KDTOPbJX sa11epr.cam1 ti! l-\OOTBBL1JIVI B pacnoJio­

~lCOHflle , 11 IlOJI6CCKO}t GeT.l'W 11 1 r:n.e OI·I!ll llJ H8XD;Lf,!,1Jlli'ICI, H8Cl:t0JIEKO ;ll,He~. no 
pasroB □~a• pfl;D;OBblX ~beqeBWHOB 11 3BABPE8HHNX napTW80H OTITYOT~Hlil 
no·cJie rr p013eA0lIHOrD paccJie;!.l;OB8HHflo BropoU pas H81'.!8 COTHf! XO,Ii~Jl8 BB 

o6iaBy npOTWB COBBTCR~~ napTMSaH B ceJio BopD~oe PoK0TUOBCKOro paA­
O.Ha. TylJ,a Mhl lllJH'I o;n; r,rn ;n;em, 1il ,ijOtJ:J::,. Me11i:-;ey H8M0 t·l 06Hapy:;1cerrnbJMW nap-

• T1'138H8MM 88J3fI3flJICR' ooi1~ KOTOphlfti ,Zl)Il'IJICR. Oito JID Tpex tJ:aCOBe 
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B pesyn~TaTe 6ofl 6NJ1 y6VJT O~f/lH COB~TCKI/IR napTl/138H, a T8KZ8 

o;zi;~m 11ce-qemrn", ROTopHt-i 6b!JI rroxopoHeH B ropo.z(e OneBcRe. ;tJ,pyrfllx 
cnyl!B6B Bb!XO'A8 Ha o6JI8Bbl ITPOTITT3 COB8TCKI'1X rrapTlll88H O MOW.M yqac­

TH0M He c5hJJID. o ~a1t0x-n11Ioo ;l\pyrr,ix wa.1<Tax sa'Aep,KaI-il11H vl y611JfICTBa 

C OB8TCKVIX napTl138H VJ 8!CTYIBVICTOB MHe HEl H3B8·CTHO. 0 BblXO;D;e Ha 

o6JI8Bbl IIOCTynano ,pacnopfl)K8HVI0 KOM8H'AOB8Hl1ff 11TIO JI8CCKO~ ceqVJ", HO 

l'IllltIHO fl IIpl!I OT;n,aqe T8Ru!X pacnopffmeHt-:Uii He rrptrnyTCTJ30B8J1~ KOM8H;11JiJP 
11I1omrncrrntt cel.!!11 11 EOPOBEU Tapao Hash!Banc·a urapacoM Eyn:r:,doJltil. KTo 
6hlJI H8l.!8J1:&Hll!KOM illT~6a 11 ITOJIBCCKDI ceql/111 ff He BHSroo EhlJI Jll1 cpe;zi;M 

ytraoTmurnB t1nonecc1toM oe~u1" qenoBeR no ([JaMV!JIHlll CMOPO.UCirnt1 a cKa­
saT:& H6 Mory, C3lbllll8JI JH'J fl Ti:mym W~Mrl.lMJO - He .fIOMHJO. 

Sa ytrncT11e :s "IT01.1ec~c1rni1r cetrn11 fl 6bTJI ocym;lleH B I945 ro~y, 
H8K838HH0 OT6~JI. 

IlpDTOKOJI MI!OIO npOtIIIJTBH. ITOI<83BHVIH O MOvlX CJlOB 38110O8HhT 

rrpaB WJII:iHO.- ,UOITOJIHEIHv'lti [I/ 38M6qamlM He W~ero. :JfJ,)4~r 

IT o ;u. mrnJ; c_B vr11,e Te JI fl !l:fjlr t'J11 u I{' 

~onpoc HaqaT B II qacoB 30 MHHyT. 
;IJ,onpoc 0KO.rP!6H B 13 1I8C OB. 



CRlvf-RIP I 
(b) 6) & (b )(7)(C 

o~ ]nterrogati0n of Witness 

J:rune 14'p 1978 Oity of Rov:no 

Assistant Procurator 9f :Revno Obbtrst', - by;_:order of th~ 
relating to the 

Procuratura of the USSR; /- -.- request of the judic.ial . authorities of tt . . '. • 

USA for legal assistance in the case c,f Petr SMORODOSKIY; in ke-eping 

with articles 85, 167P and 170 of the Oode af Criminal Procedure of tb 

Ukrainian SSR-; - interrogateA .-'the following witn~ss who declared t0 be 

' ' 
'Berezno rayon, Rovl!-o oblaat• 11 . Qf Ulfra~nian na.tiona.11ty, citizen of the 

... i ~ ~~: 4' ' 

USSR 9 education: 3 grad-es, --. retired., residing in ::Bystrichi vtllag~. 

Berezno r :ayon ,, Rovno obla.at ·• i • •• ' 

In oonformi ty with arttcltls 70· and 167 part 3 of the ·Gode of 
was advised • 

Criminal Procedure o.f the Ukr ainian SSR, 
• , -; r~ , 

of his duties as 

a witness and warned of h.:j_s criminal respon~ibili ty for wi tti•ngl y 

giving fa~se testimony as ' provided 

Criminal Code ef the Ulcrailli.ah ~~~R 
.J _ • ' -

in article ·1 '78 part 2 o;f the_. , , 

and for declining or willfully ·' re-

fusing to testi£; as previd.ed - in article 179 of the Criminal Code of "' t V" ,. , • ' .. , 
. ' ' 

the Ulcrainian SSRo 
f •' ' ' • - •' ' • 

@n being advised of 

$'ij11-~ture of Witness t 
0 ( signatU:t'€1) 

1 ·.: ·., • • . : 

·Kt~provision, ot artic~e 19 of the 06de of 
j, r 

' ' 
Crimina.1 Procedure of the Ukrain,i.an SSR the wi tneea.,, 

....... ,. ., . , 
declare& that he had full · coinni&nd of tl·.e Russian language ., that he di 

-,t / '; . , • -

net Beed an interpreter 9 arid that he wanted to testify in Russiall. 

Signature of witness (signature ) 
c· ··· · .,, • 

011 the substance of :the questions put to him - .... -

t.es-tified: •. 
'• "'. I 

• Approxima tely in Augukt of 1941 » • some we eko e,fter the invasion 
~. J . !" 

the Soviet Uni on by the ' Germari, fasc· ,st armed foi ioes (in ~rune 1941) , 
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(b)(6) & (b 7)(C) 

together wt h other local men w was dra\'m by a ma.n from ou1.·· v· • lage 

by the name o Taras Ton· triyevich BO OVETS in to the so-call·ed. 

~- olesskaya Sech 1 " ·t )- which ares BOROVETS was -organizing for· the al'.'med 

struggle, 1:~J..thBGe5:b1al15h'Oi~:agei.::tJ • t f.toviet rule and f0r the eE;tablish-
I • • 

f a "Sam0stiynaya Ukraina'' LITkra.inian f'or ''Independent Ukraina~7 

We, the members of the 0 Polesskaya Sech' 11 were immediately: P :irr, Bystriot 
· 1 . • a . . -, 

~~llage 9 g·ven ~irearms~ my~~lf received / rifle of Soviet desi~n and 

cartridges for a weapon6 A{ter the weapons had been distributed~ .~,e 

w&ie marched on ~he same day ' to the \ city of Olevsk in Zhit6mi~ obi~st 1 1 
' • ~ ·- ·: J • •' \ ' • ' .. ' • ,, 

:. .';,, ' • ~ l'- Y-~ /s!-.·n,1.1d-
to the place wher~::- thEi~.!tP.,Q.f ssk.a~a.126 ch"' ' was to be permantly \ ••• -1 :~'- ., 
' j ~ • I - ..,. • ' • .;.tr;; e_ . ~. :t .- • ' :° ~ 

.... • • • · ~: ,, .... , & : 

I was assigned to the c entu "y , l ed by In the ·· city · 0 
,. - , :· :r R .i •) ·: (( 1 

b. ~~sk~ the "Polesskay~ Secih 1 " ~as bill~ted in the local cantonmeni 
• ?~{{;;•~ •., -~ ' ·., ~ ~T ,, ' . ~ 

ar1d also in l!-eighboring hotises. Our century occupied the bullding of 
rt,..::·:· '- :.~ f t _, • ~~ :...·, . 

the 1:fO;iller 'Kindergarten. Iii' ~1i; :tl'.l~ "Po -esskaya ·sech' 11 ha three 
• r • • , - • ' . 1 . ,' ~\;,; (~llr ,. _ .. .,;, -;~ -• :; '! • ' I ; • • ,. •· 

of "fbur centuries (subdivii _0ns) of trigether abo~t 400 men (the e~act 
' 11 ' ' • • ' • I 

• .'; .,,.... ... t"'- ,, • '':, : ,. - ~ : . 

numbei·. '.t do not know). 'l'he ')nemb(?l,:'S of the "Polessikaya Seoh HI did not • -r..... ·. .· .. . . , 
r • • • i'- L·f ,1, .I l &.,,c 

hav~ .. formal unif erms, but .wor~ •• ~ L ::,clothes: on the head g1ear a 
' ', ! I 

;~tionalist badge in the f~ } ili: ~fa trident was worn. 
• 'l ' •• - ' ' ' . . 

·,·-
per~o1;i.al.ly·~:atafedi :fJmf11jh:e~'. ~1E0~esskaya Sech 111 in Olevsk for . a 

~ • •C,~ • ,- 0 I ,-,.; • ;'" ' I j ♦ - • > -

c uple of weeks (how long e~/3.ctly, I do net remember) untii it wa~. 
- : .. 

p-h~r,ed out by request . of . the .. German mili tnry auth.ori ties wh.i h. 
. r ... .. .. 

suggested that we surrender pur aFms. liter the dissolutiOl'lL o:f the 
• _' .' l , • : : • • :.: ..f"" ·/?.. : , ' .. ·; ._ ', ~ 
-"Po 0,eskaya Sech' it I retuI1/!-~.d }iom$ and b"egan to ,jmrk an my farm: · 

have/ to add that during th~·t~ ~fue'·'' of my service wlih the 1'Polesekaya 
:·-

~:e~h' ♦, 1 • I was once given °h'6m~ 'iea;e of thr~e or fo~r days to' work' 
• _.j•~ [., ::c • • • •• I • . • • ' -; 

o,n _rny •• farm. During my stay''with ' the 11 Polesskaya S'eoh 90 we did mil.:i:.tar;y 
·,-: ', 

f ., ; .• .. - ' 

11 S,ech.' 0 ., in . Ukra • ni~n nsicll 1 .lf;, is, the historic n9l'J).e by whi1oh. the • 
I ~ " I ' ·• ··~ ·~• 11 • ' ~ - I • ., 

Ukr in· an Coesaclrn of the } 7th ~nd 18th century grouped to1gether and 

.:r.ougli-t either u s :tans or 1T~i-. ·a 6i! both. Prom th~ lfilitara they had ,, tab 

over t h0 subdivis i on of their ighting forces into centuries~ tuiit~ o: ,. 
o te .hundred men o 

,f' "/ 
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trainj;"ng and gtilard service. I remember that 1,, c;h my centu,:ry I twice,, 

went C'ili a raid to roUJJ.d up S©viet partisane. In thes.e raids also other 

oentur,tes participatad,p ,but I do not lmew exact)Jr. ·whether a.11 or only 

pa.r·t of them., The first · raid our century ma.de was against i~Ytei!i1 .. :,.,;. 

partisans in some villages not far from the city of Olevsk. We re­

turned on the same day. We did not find partisans in those villagesv 

but on the way back thr0ugh'. the woods w~ came upon a group of unarmed 

pkrtisans numbering · about;·'_) 5 rri·en whom we d_etained and turned over to · 
.,...... -:• _; t . 

the 11 :Polesskaya Sech 'i" where they · re~ained f0r a couple ·of d~ys. From 
:{ t--· •• \ . 

ihe 60nversati0~~ : of ~1sechriilcs 11 of the ' rarik and file I gathered · that 
~.:; • : • • •:-: I ' • t • ' .• ~ •. 

after an investigation the ' detained partisans had ' bee'n reieas~d: 'The , 

~ ,~~o~d time~ mur c ,~intury l~~ :~t -· on . a raid ~gflt:ihs t Sovi·et ·partisans in 

th~ 1d i1age of :B~rovoye, :Hbi'l t~o " ra~0n i Thither_• ;;,e marched • ·a ~a:y and a 

~igh ~ .• A bat·tle which las~-~f ~lite~' h~~ra broke :out between· 1iif El:l'ld · the 
· : . .. • • • ' • • • '~'l-1 --~ !,~ r·~·1· i.. ._ •· • - • • ... • • • ·•• •• •. 

~artisans ·we discovered.- llii :·the ' fighting ome Soviet partisan . was: kill@< 
": •·· , .' ' • -. ~ ! · ~ :~l ;,' .·; ' ' • ' .' 1 ~ .- • ' • 

arid ~lse ~~e ttc~i!hnil~ 11 whr 1&~k· bu~ied in oie~sk. There were ' ·u~ t thth.er 
~~ • •. ~- ~ - • • • , i-~ .,l., 1.: ;1. '·•~: 1~ . • ,, , · rr · 

i.·a.ids against Soviet; partfs~ns in which :r; took part. Of. any otb.e:r 
,• 1 ~~. :~ I •. · •' ; •• ; , ' \'. f~ • :1. : .. , :. >I" .;, .. ' , . , ~ • 

f.acts of Soviet l}art1·sans :.·0:r ., activists being d·etained·-- or murdered I 
..... '. • . . •• . ,:, ' . . • -~:, . . • . . . ' - - . . • - - ' ~ . 
;_• ·1 ·1: • · , • •• • .' , • • • f;.. i.,_+r;:~p .•_,_ :. • • , •• . - .·~ / ::· =·, · 

fto, ,l_l.0$( •kJ:'lQltlg The erder to ,-g~ -;, 9n _a · rai_d ·used to 9ome from the. cemm.and 
; . 1: ; • , • '•, • . • ' { :;~:, .~ \ ;:•, • .•; ,•·.• · \ -, I • 

0 
•-. ... ~;•, ' •, ' ,••, •.-~ •, 

Qf • the '!Poleeskay(l Seeh'", ·-b~'j; ·· r ,-was nc;,t personally present when such 
;f" I.;•>• ~ •' :• • •, • . . . .' ' ,\ .,j:. :~ t , • .. ,•, ? ;__ : •.• ·•-, ~ . - .... •. ;,,=. r. I • • - ~ ·• •.• • ~• ~ 
orders were give?)~ The commander of the "Pol(."lsskaya Sech' 11 , Taras 

~~ROYETS, ,,a.dop~ed the nam; .: ~l{u;~s ;Bu{.flja111 ) ~/ ~~d~a~0th~~i,;~;f .staff 
·_. .··· r;1Ii ',: 1 • • • . • .. ;. •• • • • • 

Q.f 't;he "P~lesskaya Sech I It • . \'lhet~er there w~s among the memb_ers oi ''the 

. i~iolesalcaya SechMV a man {i{\;~~:--~~_me ·' Of ·$MdRODs~±;~ er whether ] ever l: 
• •,: • til,'.i:,'· I , • • • .,.. :~ ' ' i ' , • • /• •· •' • • 

h~ard that . name I· do not f~;~mb~;:· ··- . • :; :- • ;:. 
~ ~ ~- l'~t:}.1 t:• ·: ; " • . : -

• - , • •• ,:,;: ' . ~ • • • •• • : • el' " ,' ·, ~ • ' • • ': • '• ••• 

· For my partj.cipation i iri . the t1Polesskaya Sech"' I watt· sentenced in 
'1~ ~' • • _. · ·· . ~ ' ··._ · ., ."·:• · · ~ ;,~-;;' ~ .':· : :~·~ ·: .. ·; ' ·.- <· :• • .;,_. 

1945 . I serve~ my sentence~ • 
•• •,;' : ~, ~i • ' I . •. ' • : : • > d: ~~-lf7i~ ! , ' •,.' I ~ .. \• 1 •u•f•✓l?.~ff6.1 

• ·The above .·record was· t-~ad 'by · me ·~ My ·testimony .waa take·n dowm , 
• • • ; I ' . . . ' ~ • • . . '1 : : :.~ •.•1• •. . rt: • ' ' :,': ' • • l • . ._ ( .... :.: : : • . • I • • _. ' ; ..... • , : 

,,, ,g i.:'He~~J.o.iit'a·";fam.ou:it : (g,~~$ai~i) ~:Qtef· ;,~3';: ~ltkq~!,'11@og~l:t1 ; (",~:ra.fi sl, • . ijote) 
. .. ... ' ... . ... . .. ' 

' .. . •' ~ ..... · .. , .... 
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h ve nothing t dd or to amen. 

Signatur of win es (signature) 

f interrogation a 11 o'clock 30 minute B • i n . -
End of • nterrog t on at ·t 3 o •clock. 

nter gator: Aas stant Procur o Rovno gb aat' 

xerox copy 1 cor~ect: 

ChaDoellery of the Pr kuratur of th U SR 
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JJPOTOKO] 
;uonpoca cmmerxe.JIJJ. 

7 IDOH.H. 1978 ro.ua ropo.u POBHO 

·IIoMOIQHMR npoRypopa PoBeHCKoti o6JiaCTE KOB.AHOB no 
nopyqenmo IlpoKypaTyphl CCCP B cB.H.3E c o6pameHMeM opraHOB IDCTI11IIDi 

ClllA. od OKa3aHI!lli npaBOBo:Pt noMOIU0. no ;rr.eJiy CMOP0,llCKOro TieTpa, c 

co6.mo,neHMeM TpedoBamii1: CTaTeii 85, 167 11 170 yroJIOBHo-npoueccya­

JI:OHOro Ro,ueKca YRpru!HcKo:ti: CCP .uonpoc11JI B Ha"t!ecT:ae CB.11,neTeJIR 
IU'LlK8IJ0:0.Ni€HOBa.HH oro, KOT OPHH ;n;a.n: 0 ce6e CJie,uyronurn CB8,TI,e1m.a: 

I{PJ;,fifWIKO OrenaH crena.HOBYl"CI ISO? ro.ua POJK.U8ID:I.fl, ypo­

JK8H8Il ce11a EOJibillaJ:l .AJie'KcaH,Up0Bita H OBO Y*emwro _patio .. 
Ha XMe.Jil:>HHI.f.KOH o6JI8CTitl t no HaJJMOHaJibI-IOCTM Yh1)8Jrneu, 

rpruK,D;ffiIBH CCCP, O6pasoBaH0e 5 R~accoB, CJiy~auMn, 
npoUBaeT B noceJIKe OrreBcK no ymme. Ilymmma 5'f'. ]fnT o­
MI11pcKoft 06J1a0Tm. 

B coorBeTCTB'.0.Jd co cTaTI>.F.IMI1 70 n IG7 1:J.acTI> 3 yrOJ10-

BH0-nporreccyaJI1>Horo- K0,n;eRCa YKpffiiIHCROli CGP I{PilfffitRII{O c. c. pa8'1.fi­

CH8Hhl 00R.3aHHOCTM CBYl;rl8T8JI.fl 11. OH npe,uynpe:IK,Ii;eH' 06 YI'OJIOBHOf;j: arBeT-

• CTB8HROCTI1 sa ;n;a-qy SaBe,D;DMO JIOOlbJX nmrnsmrnt-i TIO crraTI>e I78 '-Ia0Tl1 

2 yrDJI0BHoro 1-rn,neRca YKparu-r.cKOM CCP 11 3a arKas I1JI11 3JIOCTHoe yKJio-
H8HJil8 01' ,n;aLilt.1 IlOK83aHPI:t1 no 
CKOM CCP. 

CT8T.oe I79 yroJIOBHoro RO;n,eKca YKpmr.H-
;:.. ··' • . 

no;n,rrn.cI> CB:0,UeTe.u:.f.l· ;~L 
TipI!I paS'b.f.lCHeHJ1.1.li'1 cTaT.011 I9 yroJIOBH □-nponeccyarr:cH oro 

RO,ue1rna YKpamHCKDH CCP CB:0,UeTeJI1:, K!?}U-lHLll{O u. c. sa"qB:v1J1, -qTo oB. 

pyccRHM .F.13bJKOM BJia,rr.eeT CB060,n;HO, B nepeBO,]J,l.J:JrlKe He Hy]QJ;38TC.F.l, 

}K8JiaeT ;rr,aBaTb TIOI\88illUIR Ha pyccKOM .F.18.bJHe. :-::~~, 

no,urutcI:. cB11me-r eJIR i.~ L/(__. 

no cyrn_e CTBY 8~aHHblX BOIJ.pOCOB CB.vl,UGTe.7IJ:, J{PHFl}fqI{O c . 
. noKasarr: 

J.(o Hai:rMa Hana.ueHl1R H_8M8I.1R0-(1_EUiJJ:lCTC.K.0X BO}tcK Ha 

O0BeTCI-<I1t-i: COJ08 /B :VIlDHe I94I ro,ua/ R, H8"tf.Id.H8..8 C 1926 roJ~a; np0Jl{Iil­
BM B noce.mrn OrreBcKe }J;Ji-1.T or,m,ipcKott o6nacT11. C nenBHX JKe 11;nen 

no,uruacs CBMl\eTeJIB ~ . 
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BDMHH MS -q"vJCJia pa60TRJiUWB M8CTHOro aKTldE8. 13 HaJUGM pai-1:0He dwr 

opraHM.30B8H COB8TCID111 rrapTli:l.88.HCKJiiM arp.1'3,U .0.M8HJtl 'CianaeBa, B ROT 0-

Pblti: BXO,TI,J1Jl M. .H. I{OMaH,UOBaJI Ha.I1Jl1M OTp.8,1.(0M Jl AITUMB /nor.116 B naprr.¾-

38HCI-<OM OTpR,rr.e oceH.&IO I94I ro11:a n Jieccµ Ee;ropycc1i1.v1/. B coc'raBe 

HaIDero arp~a nepnoHa-qaJII,HO HaC'9:JZiTb.'EaJ.IOC.o OROJIO 90 1I0JIOB8R. 

Orp~ ,U.0.CJI_OII!irpOBaJJ.Cf.l nepBoe BpeM.f.i B caMOM OJieBcRe' a saTeM B 

6 JHJ.)KfilIIDJ1X JI e c ax. 

HacTynruou11t.1e HeMeUlW-(J;aJ.l.filC'r CI·t0.e BOHORa BOI.DJII1 B 0JH3- . 
BCRidl~l pru'i\:OH np:m:5Jm:3MT8.JIE,HO B OR.T.f:16pe I94I ro,n;a, a ;n,o' 9TOro, Ha­

trHHa.H IlP.vlM6PHO c J,JIOJIJJ. I94I ro)];a, B OJreBOKe pas.MemaJIOCb YKPaMH­

CKOe HaIJl10HaJ.L0.CTHY:ec1rne B00py]R8HH08 (JlOPMMPOBEU-1.ne :0.M8HY8MOe 

"IIoJieccKa.fl C:VPI:c", KOMaH,IJ,.MpOM 1wro_pott, RaK MHe MSBeC'.l'HO, dblJI 

Tapac E!J1h13.~. 0 ROJI1'1tJ.8CTBe 11 CI1'9..v1BL1IWB 11 MHe '.l'()tIHO He .0.3B0C'l'HO. 

OI-rn 0li)J.lli BOOpyJKeHhJ BMHT OBRB.Ivlli M pyqJruMU n.y.iII:lM8Ta.MM COB01'C.KOro 

odpasna. @O~~eHHOii B08HHOH O,U8)IQJ;bi' OI-U-1 He HOCMI1, a 01,lJ,(.(,j, O)J;8'l'bl 

• B pasHyro rpalK,IlaHCRYJO o,ueJK,.lJY, Ha ro;n OBHOM y6ope PlMeirc.8 H8lTJ/J.OHa­

JI:vlC'l'I11l8CK0.H SHaK - Tpesy6. _. 

''Tio.JieccRaR cPrcu./' 3a nepu10,u ,ne:tlcrm1R Ramero 011p.r:1,ua 

B 0.JieBCl{Ofrl( pai10H8 (,uo Ha'9:ar.ra C8HTR.0p.H I94I 11 0,ua/ TPJII . pasa COBe ­

pmaJia ·Hana,u;eHliIR Ha Ham naf.ll'l!I8aHCJ{J/.!Yr orpR,n;. Depm,1fr pas np110JIJ18M­
TeJI.1ao E 20 1I1:tcJiax IDJJI.r.1 I94I ro,na Hall.I orp.FJ.n Be,11 6ofl: c ''IIOJiecmrn1 

cm.t:.rnto11 B patl:oae ceJI Jiona'l'Jii'il1 - KaMeHKa O.nencRoro panona. 1:oH 
,rr.mmcB Ha npCYr.n..lKeID1:0. 01<0JI0 o;rr,Horo cJ.aca. Ha Ha.meik CTopoHe B 6rno 
y1.raOTBOBB.JI.0 .kl ·pa8p08H8}iHbl8 rpynm,1 60:vtDOB Kp8.CH0l,1 ApM:W.l!.l B KOJU!­

"9:8CTB8 ,IT,0 40 1f8J.10B8R, B@X0,TT,HB!IU18 Jil8 HeMeimoro O.KJ)Y)E8H11JR. A 'BC8I'( 

o nar!I'J1J.sarrn.MH OLJJIO ;rr,o 140 -r.reJlOBeR. Go ·oTopoHLJ "Iloneoo1rn:x cJrtn.1 '1 • 

B OOICl y'9.aC'l'BOB8JIO 8H8-Y:liT8JibHO CJOJI.nlUee ·r.oJU111ecTBO "C.0.':11/.1.BYllWB", 

HO c1wn:r,Ho VllV!eHHO cKasaTI> sa•.rpy,TI;I-IJ:!!OCE>. B pe3yJII>Ta'l'e ,~'J:.oro don 
MbT ar CTynlilJIH, HO npM 9T OM saxBa'l' BJIM B n.JieH 7 lleJIOBeI{ 11 CW:l.MBI1ROB 1 

C HaI.i;etr CT 0,POH!:,J narepr, He 61rJio. 

J3Topofi 6oti npo:11some.71 B 1m1-me ruoJIR. -IS4I ro,na B08Jie 

ce.Jia 1Ee6e,nr,1Xa OneBCKOro pat.rorm. C H8lllei1 CT OPOHhl B 6 Oi0 yirac'l'BOB8J 

B8C.f., COCTaB naprM.88HOIWro orpB,1l8. /,rr.o so '9:8,lIOBeK/. CKO.JI.bl{O ObT.710 

"C.li1'4Ji1BlllI{()B II CKa8a'r1, He MOI'Y • He SHaro. b BT OM O OIO CibJ.lI yd HT QJ.1,P.lH 

Halli napTI1.3aH /(fa.fi.ilHJ.IT!HO ero He DOMHKl/ l,1 o;rr,v.tH "~J,1'Y.11BMK 11 - nyJIJ.,1Me­

'f'-iJUI'.. ~1'1!--1 sad9aJ.Uii ero opy}Kf'le. 

TpeTYltt 60.H O!:,J,71 B a:sryc'I'e IS4I ron:a B JJ.ecy B pairmre 

T\ o;nrm o .o CBB,n eTeJrn • :~ -n"\,,· c-J. 
~ 

,I 
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ceJI IOpOBO Ii Cymam,l OJreBCKOro pattORa. 3 CBE8l1 C H8XBaTKOM doeulJli1· 

nacOB HaM np:mnJIOCn OTCTyill!Tb. C Hame~cropoHB 110Tep1, He OEmO, 

()b)JIJil. JIB IlDTepM co CTOpOHbl 11TIOJ1eCCK0!1 01:tq:0. 11 Jl. TGC.JHO He 3Haro • 

. l{pOMe 8TOrO MHe ,IT,OCT0B8pHO 1113B8CT.HO, 't!TO 11IJOJI€CCK[ 

cn111," B pasrrne BpeMJ:I Toro nepi10,ua 38.,"CBaTJilJia B DJ.IeH 7 1._l8JIOBeR 

HB.IJIBX napTM8aH, XO.TI)71BIIJRX B pa3BB,JlKY B noceJIOK OJieECR. lle·mepr-!X 
}18 Hill( OfIJil paccTpeJIRJI.0., a Tp01t.1X OCTaBJ/lllil nplil ceoe, 0 'tf8M lV!H.8 

E3B8 OTHO :03 pa3BeguBaTeJLE>HJ:iJX ,UaHIHilX, KOT OpHe B8Jl O'l'l).H,Il; noCJie 

38XBaTa 11 CW;'qJi1BJiK8..MI'1 11 H3llll1X Il8.pT:038R. B 911O.lle 38XBa'Y.eHH11X M pac -

cTpeJ1RHHbTX ObJJlYI napr:v13aHbT KP ACHWB, JIEIIEH PoMaH, ocTaJinHblX clailrn.=-. . 
JIM.M He TIOMHIO li8-8a ,Jl8BHOCTH Bp8M8Hll. 

l 

• • B HaG:aJie aeHT.F.16pR I94'I ro;n;a Ham napr•.0.sai-1c1e11H m 1p.Fl,II; 

nepeMeCTIIIJICR. Ha Tepp :q_'l'Op:r,no - IDleBCKOPi OOJiaC'rlll .0. C TeX nop O ,IJ,Gii\:­

CTB11.flX 11I10JI8CCKOII! OWU:1 11 .FJ HliJCiero He 3HaIO. YX O,U Il8JJ'rlZl36l-JCIWrO 

cr.rpR,ua H3 OrreBCIWI'O pa.MOHa 61:JJI Bb13Bfil1 aI{Tl1BHbllV!M ll,811CTBMS1Mlt.1 Jt1 J(Q­

.11m-qec11 B8HHblM npeBOCXO,Jl,CTBOM " ITOJI8CC:KOi1 QM1Il!" nparM.B na.p'I'H8RH. 

KpoMe Tapaca BYJJ1B:Jl )i,pyrIDC pyKOBD)J;Iil.TeJreJk M pn,uoBHX 
"cHtriiBv1KOB 11 11rro.11eccKOffi. ·c:0.11.0: 11 .A no q,aMHJI.tm He 3H8IO. Rro 11Mermo 

Ob1Jl Hl3.'9:8JLEiHHKOM illTa6a 11TIOJI8CCKOM 01'1-qn" MH8 H0 fi8B8CTHO, (aMM.TlHh.l 
I 

CMOPO)ICROI'O He cJI~lllaJI. 

IIporoROJI MH8 np09.I-1TaH . TI~Ka3afLVJS:l C MOJ-D: CJIOB sarrti~ 

CaHJ,1 npaBJllJ11,HO. J!ODOJ!H0Hlil:n kl 38.Me'laH}!ii He Ji!MeIO. /:;t{?r,_ .,, tJ 

no.uru1c1, cB.H.1\eTe.J1.r.1 ~~-
.TI onpoc HatraT B 13 -qacoB 05 rvillHyT. 

,rronpoc 0IWH"CJ:8FI B 15. 1.J.aCOB .'35 JVillHYT •• 

Jf onpocrur: JloM0111H1iK np011:ypopa P 0B8HC~1 OOJiaC'rE 

) Q;½'.i,ti,ui J,I . .B . ROBAH0:3 
(t1l , 



CRM-RIP l 
(b (6) & (b)(7)(C) 

ef interrogation of witness 

,June 7 19 1978 01 ty of Rovno·. 

1, ' I" • 

••• ., , ', .As"'ins tan t P1•ocura t ~!\ -,, o.f ROVJ).0 0 blast 1 , - by c,rd er of' the 
,• '. relating_ to the 

Procura.tura (l)f the USSR-';.· A/ • req,ueS"'t of the judicial authorltiee of thi 
•• . ~ • f .. 

USA for legal assistance l.l'l the case of Petr . SM0RODOSKIY; tn keeping 
.,. 

with articles 85, 1 fu7, and 170 of the C.0de ~f Criminal Pr0cedure of 'ti~ 

Ukrainian SSR; - interrog0;ted the foll0wing witness who declared te bi 

e~n 1907 in the village of 

Bol 1 shaya Aleksandrovka, N,ovo. Uzhetskiy re.y0n, Kbmel ' 'nik 

ob last O ., of Ukrainian nationality, o • tizen of 'the USSR, 

• eduoat-.ion·: 5 .··gra-i:les 0 .emp,eyea, residing in the ·; .P~~.y,;.oJ ·-., o:f 
r 

<Hew.ale on Pushk-in, yli tea ·57, Zhi tomir oblast' o ,. ', • 

In conformi t;v with ar•ticJ_es 70 and 16-7 part 3 of the Code ef 
·:i . ' . • : i , • ' '.., 

Criminal Procedure of the Ukrainian SSRP was advi-sed 

0f the dw.ties of a wit:ness and warned ef his criminal responsibility 

for wittingly giving false testimony as , pr0vided in article 178 part 
• .. :. ~ • ·• J 

of ~tha Criminal Code of the ·ukrainian SSR and for declining 0r will-
' .. f ., ,' 

fully refusing to testify as previde_d in article 179 tJf the· Criminal 
' J - · .. - ' 

Code of the Ukrainian SSR . . . 
' j 

t • . , 

slgn~ture 0£ witness (signature) 
:· '· 

©n being advised 0f t~, ~rbiisions o~ ~rticl~ 19 of the Oo~~ of 

Criminal Prooedure ef the Uk;rainian ~SRP the witness, 
'1 ' · ,1' 

declared that he had full 'commarid of tbe Russian language 1, that he di 

nqt need an interpreter, a~d that he wanted to testify iB Russian~ . 
! ,,_.:; I 1 ! 

&~~p~ture of witn~ss (sigRature) 
... · 0 .1 .... - • ' 

On the substance of t~~ -~µestions put to hit!\ ~he witness, -

teatifiedg 
-: ., •: I 



I ' -

From 1926 until the invasion of the Soviet Union by the German 
F.:JS,:j () l()/( 

fascist armed forces (in June of 1941) I lived in the~-- f , , of Olevsl 

Zhitomir oblast 9 o ]n the very first days of the war 1 the leadership 

of the local LCommunis~7 party organization organized a Soviet parti= 

san detachment named after·chapayev [a G:ivil War her27 which 1':p toe, 

e:mtered,, ciommander 0f the ifetaohment was a · certain LAPIN (he was killE 

while fighting in a pa:rtisaft : detachment in -the woods o:f Bel@:russia 

in _1941) o Jln the beginning 9 _ ·our detachmant c0u:nted. ca., 90· men,, The 

detaqbme11t was. at first sta:ti@ned in f:11Lev:S.kml:tsea;1f , o::; 

and then in the neighboring woodso 

The attacking Germ~n .fascist troops entered Olevsk ra,y0:n ap_proxi 0 

mately in October 1941 v but ':be£or~ _- that time, beginning somewhere in 

• June of 1941v a Ukrainian nationalist armed formation named 

""Polesskaya Stch O u~ ',JWh~Hs~ commander was a . certain Taras BUL' BA [see 
. . . ~· .r.:- , • . :.-·, ,.... ; . . . ·. . 

Translator's Note 1) on p~3 ~f prec;ding recor~? was stationed in 

'tnevak,. How many men this'formation counted I do not exactly know. 

Tl~ey were armed with rifles· a'.rid light mach_ine guns. They did not wear 

military uniforms~ _but wbr~ all·kinds of civilian clothes. On th~ir 
' ,, 

h~~d gear they wore a naj1~~~lis~ badge, ;kc triden~o 

During the. time whef0~ d~taohment was op~rating in Olevsk rayon 
~; - • 

(until the beginn'ing of Sept.ember 1\941 L :the 01 :I?olesskaya (Jich On 
':.· ·; __ - :- : J' . . ·,. - • 

attacked _ us three tim,e~e_-.The _. fi;st time, s.emet:ittfte.:ra:Ej;e:rt:·e}'uly;l;l~; • 1941 

our deta.chment -f.ought agaih~t the upoiesskaya Sioh' 11 in the ' ar~a of 

the villages of Lopati,9hi,-llid Kamenka in Olevsk ·ray0nQ 0n our . sideD 

severe,l un~oordimated gro~:ps of soldiers of the "Red Armyp who had 

escaped a German· encircl;~~:n;f., also took part i~ the fight o - Tog~ther 
•. :·. 

with the p~rtisans~ ther~ ~~re ri~ to 140 m~n. There w~re c6nsiderably 

more fighters on the side ' of;.the enpolesska.ya Sich Hi!) but how many p 
·:· ' ··, 

I hesitate to say. The fight - ended i •n our retreat~ but we took 7 men 
• . ,. . . . ' . . 

from the "Plesskaya SichY" -p»i?Dder. There were no losses on our side 



·1 I 
l 

The second battle took place at the end of July of 194·1 close to 

·the village of Shebedikha, - Olevsk rayon: ·on . our side the whole· f~rce 

of the detachment~ about 90 men, took pa·rt in the f'ightL"lgt. How inany 
. . ... 

• ~chniks t!1ere were 1 do not know~ In thi@ battle, · one cff our .partisans 
• ;: ' • ' ~- il:, f 

( I do not remember his name ) : aiid .. one ci'iohnik, V ,a.i'r:SC!li!le -~unner~ were 
:. ' • •• • 0 f -~:\: ) r 1 '. ~ :"'•'"' •• ,•• 0 h. ~ ., .... • • 0 

kilied o We 'took his weapoi:i, ·.. • .. __ . 
-. . ' . l ,: , ... ,: . . , 

' '';, • · ' ,' f_:/•, •. -: :: •' ' 
The third battle happejn~.d iri,_ August of 1941. . in the woods ci.ose 

• • -l .. tl'f 't',. · - , ;_ • :· •· .• 

to the Villages of Yurov'o -~n\i ~\lshany in Olevsk ··:rayono For la.ck Of ·•. • . • ' .' 

ammunition, we wei"e f'oraed "-to ,retreat, There we~e no losses 
) ·/.: ·: ' ·• . , I : • • •, , ·, , 

on our 

Sich" 11 I 
~-j"B.1~:·'(j.,f - ; \ ' ,., 

side. Whether there were al)\y ion .the side of the ·'"Polea-skaya 
~-. ' • . 

:-: :"•' _·-· ' - • 

. l f. \,~., ~-;. :. : ' .. :. 
per;i.od, the "Polesskaya Sj_ch' u took seven of _ our partisans prisa11~r 

who· had gonta reconnoi trin$· to thEl fl?Ji;ya to~: of Olev_~k. Fuu-r of triem they 
, ._. . ' ' . 

shot and three they kept 1ri ;~the , '. :~iich1- , facts tMitl~ · became -- knciw:/ to :· me 
• ,j\•·-,!:~ •{! \ •" \ '•l~••; 'l • • ' • .. ' : 

fr~m reconnaissance whi-oh our detachment made after our -- pa-rtisans had 

been taken by the 19 ~ohniks 1F:' ~o:ng 
~- 11..::. ~ ( ~ ' • ' ~ . _ .. . 

~• r • ; 

those shot were the partisans · 

KR.AS, KOV j and Roman LEPEY; ·:1~~ ·names 
• • . ' t 1' .:. • •• ' 1'. ~ ' .. 

of the ·others I do not remember 

a'±'ter so much time., 
. \ .. ~ ... ·- ' • ' •• 

... .:· r: , .. . • 
~·:_:,.;,--"'~1 •. • :' ... _ . .. _. -~-~· . - ~· • 

]n the beginning of S·eptember· 1941 ~ our detachmen·t was -relocated 
--~ '•·i;·. -_, . . , ' , ·_ ' '! ' •', , . ,_ .. ·_' · . ... . "• 

to Kiyev oblast' j and stncf:J;ha.-i;""',tµi~ . l kn0w nothing about the -act:I.cms 

o.f the "Polesskaya Sich' n ~ rhe y,.ri thdr(lwal of t he·- :partisan· ·d·e·tachment 

Other than Taras 

o.r ··' the rank and file 

i ne,ver heard., 

BULi•J,3-t _i- r ' ··a.J \1~·t know . e:hy ·names ·_of lead~*~ -~f 
of th~ ::-Jt Po 1 es skayia. ·•, Si~h t 0~ • '~h~ name of SM0~0DSKIY' 

' . :, ft .;_\ .. --- ~l ·~~ .. ~ • l~ - • • ; -~-~-;i 

The above rec0rd wa,/ t·~ad: tt(me . .. My _t~stimo~~ has been taken down 
l~f•: .'1 , r, • ~ ~ " •' • ~~· 

correctly from my words o :t '·11~ .. ve '· nothing te add o~• . to amend ; 
' ,',:•: l ' , • ' • • 

:ng~ature oi' witness ( signatu:r-e) 

/ ~J .... 

.. '. ·:; -,; ,;•' 
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eg·nning of ion a 13 1 01 c O m, nu es. 

En of nter~ogation at 15 o' l ,5 nu e. 

nterro ator: As 1st t Prokur t~ ov o o 

(signature) 

Xerox copy i correct: 

Chief he Prokuratura of the S SR 
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High Command 
of Po 1iska Sich 

0 ctober 31, 19111 
Stationed at Gl1&5 

Cert ifica·t;ion 

This is to confirm that Staff Aid Sergant Yuri Spiridonovich Kl1UHLIY-roROSHCHEUY,D, 

in accordance fo High Command Order nµmber 6, 3 as of October 10, 1941 .is being 

promo·t;ed to lfaste:r· Serga.1.nt of infantry,. 

Head of' Poliska Sich 

Chief of Staff, Colonel 

Staff Aid 

0 fficial seal of tlle High Gornrnand 

of Poliska Sich 

( "'i t ) '")>) 1··,·, ., ()_,1, __ 1. ,,') ) ,,:\_•_,·,_·~-..::, gn.a UJ'e. -~" IA.' ' ~ • 

(Signat,ure) 

(Signature) 
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Juno 2 , 1978 
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FRJH TF..E I-DOK OF ORDERS OF TI-IB HIGH OJML~Um OF THE U1CPJJ.INIAN m~vtlL'l' ARMY 

IDLISKA. SICH li'l:DM 1-DVEMBER J.6., 1941, CI'rY OF OLEVSK 

ORDER NUMBER 19 

For the fighting and excellent organizational work in fighting operations 

for the city and fo liquidation of all Musc9vite bo1shev:i.k regular and 

partisan bands in the area of Olevsk 9 the following sergeants are being 

promoted to the rank of Ma.ster Sergeant o:f infantry: 

Number 5: Yuri Sp:i.ridonovich KHUHLIY-IDl{)SCJ-lli:NlID o 

Head ('faras Bulba) 

Chief' of Staff ,colonel ~Smorodski) 

Certified truecopy: 

Chief of Staff, colonel (Smorods1d) Sigrn1t.n:r·e 

0 fficial seal 
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Di•.ector of. i itato rch1VEl o ?oven ci ne o , 

J e 21 1 197 



- _.-,, 

... • ·- .-. . 
.... ~r~...:.~.T";,%.1 ----1--~~-~---- ·, 'f- ---~·-~,_,_11--' -·-, - -~~--:~~.~~-~-~-,-.';'-• 

. ~- .. . .... ~ 
.......__:;__ _ __ ~ --~ - -•~•-H-••••• L. ••• . : • 2-:•••• .; 

;{ I ~·. •• ••\: . : 

l!,O I I , •• · .q, / . • • 

~J ·. .Epcimep~trJB0 36f!ol • 
;~:!::_ l 6:1;1( ~-41 po)<Y B.M. • O.IJCBCb· I O:nrna 11 ; f1oj1\c1;1i:or \: i 'ifl, f ,JclB::JJ,a Hll'fl: i'X co.6iI, ··n·1·.,1en£~ 
'·•'i '. \iy, ;1,e ,i1ax,O)JJITbCl'\ r,ap11L.10H !Tapric •• • B:y,11,()a•' •• .!lOir,'oa,:rn ! 1:::i\ c-r°,l[HIIH/lJ 3n'nirn11crnynnn • 
. o- ~no.rdc1,1,oi ·:Siril", 11p!1oy.1a 1 np11Gynrno1-iy 11J~1en6£(':HY rn:/ nri:,1 cnLn,uy nnopiny qG·c;~·· 

6 
1ibi cnL1.:a rn.rnr._ 11 l xnTH, 1m, 

1 
y ll 'lwi HY :1 po /l0IW ~!:rn I il [I 11 1: ! :1 r1 n li nx m.1 ur ax u l;u1:J.;11n ll\~:6 • 

T[)OID · t(O\!:ll!Jiye •. r.iy11ntaH oo(tonl /l,11 I O CGO/X ll :'i(ll[:;jX, .,r:T:I ry !lH Jt(: ll.(e :rn,1X(J;1,<] ' rf,('.}"[ 

IM 'w--11 .1 r•1.L·1t~. • 11.a r,rn1\6yrnE, •• . , ! ·: r.i::1,Ir!rn/ B1;UJJ11-1 na,rnn:rn11lo a~ . -.~ vlu !:._..'_• · I 

;.toh.'!/1;( llt\il:.1 Ora:,1&l!H~ .t .i~'f1 i·r ,-k.H,r1e11c1.,KOMY parioul. • 

,.•· ·: \ ., .. 

C011i,.·<hi~•.!i~ul:(•.1i ril;;o·;,J ·c:-.11,1 u:1•.:,,y:.:..i) :,· l•~ .1 .. 1-;.; 11. : ,'~ !7 t:·('--· 1l1 ;,. 0 r.:i;/ G fnllio .. \ . f 

.:.. I . n p11.6y .1f; [l .o::it':iJ ~_!,Jrn/i pn fl C, it j :\ I Ii TC 1lecy un Ii 11:nr' J'Jn 11_111..:y• \ l'.OTi! >l • r I;;. d ;:!:-;!(() ! Ct llt~; :_:; 

J . . r; 1'if1i 1.l1rnUl)'D ti'uu i1 noin;ll· r.nu aa ua111y nrnrny pot; ny ' Y-'Je .,1ornn~1 nLU1.'i0ir•O•J03·:)M 
,.t· 3HHC:&tdlX .6a 1~.tt: n 01JlliJ.J.C-i11110 6al'Hl!CT0-J1i ;:: 11 l 1{yxHe10, ~:ro n.rn Hit-:o xn 

:o ,JJo.rilCbKft Ch!l,-·cjle - tJi::KH\Ollfl CTilX Tcpe11!n . ui.n :6n;i::,we- i'!.'!OUI,! ro-ronl .it_O B!)].~lfi(iiH;f. 

)· Hi.\H:U-bi{()l 11lXCTil, XOIJ CMIOO lllll~l,l{!(X. tI/J[Hll3(1}lJB I ucn1rnx. l'aynnwn HlllHUhl((Jl n[XOTH 
:e oi6po e1rn, i'Cj)CJ'IIIO GopOMll'h Gnu:c j Hpiiu!'ffilj• 11,;my COTHIO ()i,.iu~ 

-- · 
~ ! i. 
: . ~--.. ,. • . : • 

• : ~. I 

.. ,··. 

·n 3 napTn,l!l!lCt,h';J~llf nl ;.1.,'J.i.1UMIJ . ]{()~! "rAI•IJilJ Yf<PAi'HA.", H!l > 
>'· . ilO 3a .1i :Hrnlrtdft ; 1!Hl'f; no1:u11:i· llit.121(61<.'.Hfi crapw11t1a HlJl·. u;.o.1inuiil toTi,Hry;-rHo n!;~~:, -:_,:' ~.·; ·r .. -- . . . If . 

l r . , · . 1· l,pCCJilln De.rnr:c· :aH,Hl ii!ff! ll(lDt'.1r · , .. "1\l·-Ul1··_1 •• . . r1':·1"JJi'::_[)" ' .• :·.. i · ·If 
TO'll1 Tl°)~ ._,afJll---l{,'lf.COUO•-·· )o , " •- .. , _ , • ·: ,- ~· 

>' • ( . Harn om nlJ1.Jli;1y HK noMi,1111(1,l O l'0J'f'.Hfl 6-ii XB!i,·1 . 5, wi::rt.fl .\ 1 '· ,· •.. fl;.: 

r: 11i~1et\hl,HX '1 l>{10iiitiix c11,r u 15oliouu c.·oTirn r.t".O"Jr ,1.·,1·!'t'o• r , ., ·,. ·.!:.· .. _.: .· -,.-,: ;;··.·.··. 
-Kirno an:; JJ..O. ).r1eou,ha, 11epf: ,.,_ • , -, ,;·, i 

l· },[0l',1& norora po:·h)li!!B!Oti,l '-, '-, < .,,_ ~ _.': . 
. • • I G. , 111.:npl!CT.VHHII.\'. i1MI !1lMe1H J.:o- l(L.,',:Jio cO.,.ilt.llL> n11µy " 1'·1.ir:·1· '.t" • , • ,JCJ !i'.l{)'Hl::l.'.l'i:CJ;,< Df!,!UJ .Kf)/'f.'1 ' - ' · ,.,- ••• .. • ,· •••• • 

0 
ti:i:rn;J,lt.'i°Hrn v nnwe ::ir;ir.1.a, in:i: rn BOH1,a 1rn.1It:1:,1<1•1x OEOM!· 1,ii :ri ,I'lc ui1r;/.i llJfl{Hl.\Wt-: . )lJ1rr - _. l' • \':':' • • .-, I< 
:.i lClleflOCfHx'~· . ,iaCTif{Ja·· (~(1![ ;1, 11\1:,, i.Jl!,{t l l!t1i11rn ;rnr,y 11e11or•--· ::; , i0· / .. ::; . ./ •{.:•.';.',.:,. :-: · 

oy,11a . ::n1 y w,;11c1 n
1
{}i cry ii!H:l i ':) 0 iw1t·ryu-i BIL\ !IC 1 iii "J n n 1i_L1::i:1.1 I<• ~:·J~:.,\f u" ,1.:l J11>,.1-,.Ja H ·,. ;-•;-.'.: • .'.:, .• • .,. •• . ·: ;_._·.·,·. ·'. .·:,:.-.. ·.: .. :.~ ~.•.: .. ,i 

e. G>K .'Hl rpnunrti }Kp11'im1 1rn1 ,., • •• • " · . ·,, ~1 
• • ;urn:in. · . "· . .. _ . 

f.iL·iopyc(,o, :.,:', 1,tls:nrnicn Ty- 1

1

11 H 1rnn1Hx r.1Ji/11>1uax • onE:~1 1 11,U\ • (. n-. r : 1r0Jlt.r-\t'..0 , . . ·; . . : t.' :;;•. :~i'.. 
pvnQ /!e.~;:, 1,:u~biWro pniio11y. i:XOAH-r&C>l . 3. . itopy 1rr,;n11:.1 A'.:\· • .·me O IV (C)U ·'\1 1./. '., ~ .· 1 \ 'f.f.> . .- .;f:i 

'i···· . . .. ···.:• • . i·_-· ' t 

-~ ; ; ••.; : · ,. '.' \.; t':' • 

.-, 

.. / .· 
•·r~·.~ 

•' I .. ~ - .. . -·• ----... ~,·· ..... ~~~ ..... ·, ' 

j. 

i 

-.: l ·H~i•!. 
~~~~~~~< 

.f.... 'i'.'I~ .. ~.--.· ;• •• , • 



I 

,,,. 

.. 

r 
BepHo: 

10. 7.7 

..,... 

. \ 

• 

... 

aim" ,21 

aR'rop Poa 

,'. 
CGHTH p.s:r 1941 

• I 
I 

,r • .j 

HCROI'O 06JJI'OC 
11 

' ·' 

,, . 
. i 

I 

7 

.. 

.. . .....------



l-i'rat,ernity of Arms 

A German division, commanded by captain Schult,ze arrived at the city of Olevsk 

on the 15th of September, 1941, where the t,roops of Poliska Sich were stationede 

This infantry djvision h9.d arr:l.ved in the District of Olevsk with the intent to 

liqu:i.date the partisan l,ands in this area., 

The rather badly armed Po:Liska Sich did not wait :for the arr:tval of the German 

infantryo It, led a heroic battle against the partisan sections along t,he rail-

way line of' Sara Klesovo - Rokitno to Olevsk and overpovirered and destroyed 

all partisan bands in the above mentioned area., Part, of the band was forced tJ 

retreat, and move close to the borderline of the Ukraine and. Byelorussia (White 

Russia), behind the a.rea of Turovo, District of Lelchino 

The Head of Poliska Sich, Taras Bulba had reporiied to the :recently arrived 

German captain about our battle achievements and his plans for the future,, 

'I'he captain expressed deep interest in the Head's report,. He (captain) thanked 

us fo:c t.he ha.rd ·work ·we have done in mopping up the area o.f Banhist-Lisist 

from bolshevik and partisan and o·ther bands" 

'rhe German First .Sergeant underlined the great importance of our department, which 

p i"ovided a great help for the German fighters in reaching the area of Poliss:iato 

We coordinated with each other and found our plans meet, with the duties of the 

infantry., The German First Sergeant proposed a joint action in joining our 

depe,rtments in order to increase our strength in the area of Lelchensk, where 

the partisans had shown stronger power., 

On September 17, 1941 a.t 6 o I c:lock in the morning troops of Poliska Sich armed 

vri.th machine guns and equiped with provisions were on the square ready for 

departure., 'l'he captain of the German infantry met our infantry d:tv:i.sion with 



Page 2 

a hail, 11 Heil the Ukraind", and our division had answered loudly, 

11 Heil IUtlerl~ At 8 :O~ our division., in front of the German division, 

marched tovvard ·the set destination i;o carry out duties on German demand., 

Author's name and title illegible 
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Tho 11 Hnyda.ma.ke.11 l m 1sp .. per, Jept mbcr 21, 1941 
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Dirocl:.01• of Htat. Arch ves of. vensk' Rogion, 

u y 10, 1978 0 :ffj_ :l al seal 
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gave orders to the Polissya Sich under Taras 
Borovets and the UPA under Roman ?hu~he­
vich. Painstakingly fulfilling their obhg~h~ms 
concerning the stru_ggle a~ainst Ukra1man, 
Byelorussian and Polish partisan~, these f_?r~a­
tions assisted, provocateur-style, m e_st_a1?llshmg 
the New Order. The SS Halychyna D1v~s10n also 
actively set about its job as an SS umt. 

Yet since the division was understrength,_ t~e 
occupiers had more and more trou?le. ad~1m~­
tering the recalcitrant "eastern terntones. Th1s 
situation provoked new attempts to tra~ you1:g 
people livi_ng _in. the parts of the Ukraine still 
in the Nazi gnp mto the net of the· S?·. . . 

In May 1944, the SS Halychyn~ D1v1s1on Mil-
itary Council continued a_ !r~nz1ed search for 
ways to reinforce the d1v1s10n. At_ the s~~e 
time they called upon young Ukraimans to Jorn 
the ;anks of the "SS Youth'' to do guard duty 
and prepare for a career with the ~S: The ap­
peal made it clear that only by Jo1mng t~e 
"SS Youth" would earn one full _membership 
in Hitler-headed new European society. The a:,1-
thors also mentioned that "even 10-year_-olds m 
Germany work to contribute to the v:1ctory ••• , 
and 15-year-olds give active help to air-defen­
se" and that "SS Youth" units had been set 
up in such countries ~s France, Italy, Hungary, 
Bulgaria and Rumama. 

The appeal of the SS division's Military Coun-
cil read:· 

"Ukrainian youth! 
"The European youth call on you to work 

for a new Europe. Lend a helpin_g ~an~ as a 
voluntary worker for German aviation m the 
ranks -of-the SS Youth. 

202 

" ... Volunteer right away! 
" ... the Fuhrer Adolf Hitler· is calling upon 

you, tool" 
The appeal was signed by Alfred Bisanz, head 

of the Military Council, Osip N avrotsky, head 
of its office, and Zenon Zeleny. A member of 
the division's Military Council appointed to his 
post by Wachter, governor of the District of 
Galicia, Zeleny doubled as head of the youth 
department of the Ukrainian · Central Commit­
tee. Thus, both the division's Military Council 
and the UCC were bent on getting in with 
their Nazi masters at the expense of the young 
people they fooled and betrayed. 

Curiously, despite Zeleny's past as an SS 
man, he had no trouble whatsoever in finding 
a snug refuge in Canada and continuing his 
mission as a "teacher." And more: he even 
rose to the head of the Ukrainian Canadian 
Teachers' Association, engaging himself in dis­
seminating what experience he had gained dur­
ing his criminal participation in the pro-Nazi 
UCC and the Waff en SS. 

In his "vVord on the Occasion of the. 25th 
Anniversary of the Division," published in the 
nationalist pt~ess, Kubijovych attempted to di~­
sociate himself from the criminal luring of 
young men into the "SS Youth." He stated: 
"In early 1944, the Germans conducted a draft 
of our young men- for service in the air-defense 
in the so-called SS youth formations. We were 
against it." 

But the truth of this claim can be measured 
against the fact thaf Zeleny, chief of the youth 
department at the UCC-.:. headed by Kubijo-

203 



Rosenbaum, Eli 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Rosenbaum, Eli 
~ May 12, 2005 3:20 PM 
111111111111111 state. gov' 

CRM - R1P 
(b (6) 

Subject: Re: ~krainian Govt May Authorize Benefits Payments to Ex-OUN and Ukrainian 
Insurgent Army Men 

Sure, no problem at all. Thanks for checking with me. - Eli 

Eli M. Rosenbaum 
Director 
Office of Special Investigations 
Criminal Division 
United States Department of Justice 
10th & Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
John C. Keeney Building, Suite 200 

Washingt~30 
Te I. ( 2 o 2 )111111111111111 fax -2 4 91 

--Original Message----
From: ~stat~state.gov> 
To: Rosenbaum, Eli ~usdoj.gov> 
Sent: Thu May 12 10:15:25 2005 
Subject: RE: Ukrainian Govt May Authorize Benefits Payments to Ex-OUN an dUkrainian Insurgent Army Men 

Thank you I OK if I share with colleagues at State? 

--Or~----
From:~usdoj.gov [mallto:Eli.Rosenbaum@usdoj.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2005 4:33 PM 
To :~state.gov 
Subject: RE: Ukrainian Govt May Authorize Benefits Payments to Ex-OUN and Ukrainian Insurgent Army Men 

-
I've consulted two of OS l's historians, and they have provided some clarifications and corrections regarding both the 

OUN and the UPA. 

Actually, it was (some of) the leaders of the OUN who ended up in a concentration camp, namely Sachsenhausen, 
where they were accorded the status of 'honor prisoners,' given relatively decent food and not forced to perform labor 
(I.e., the same kind of mild detention conditions that Romanian Iron Guardists experienced). Some of the OUN leaders 
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were forced to leave L'viv, but were not detained and some, like Lebed, evaded German arrest). In an important article 
by Berkhoff & Carynnyk ("laros\av Stets'ko [Yaroslav StetskoJ, the OUN and German Methods of Exterminating Jewry," 
copy on request) published in the journal Harvard Ukrainian Studies (ca. 2002), the authors refer to pre-June 1941 
guidelines issued by the OUN leadership in which it was stressed that the "at a time of chaos and confusion liquidation 
of undesireable Polish, Muscovite and Jewish elements is permitted ... " and laid out plans, envisioning the establishment 
of a Ukrainian nationalist-revolutionary order was being established in Ukraine to "make harmless" "forces that 
constitute the main prop of NKVD strength and Soviet power" in Ukraine, among them "Jews, both in ividually and as a 
national group." The OUN regarded the Jews as hostile to Ukrainian independence. OUN leaflets from the early days 
after 2 June 1941 warned the Ukrainian population that "Moscow Poland, the Hungarians, Jewry are your enemies. 
Destroy them." And on 25 June 1941, Stets'ko reported to-..that the OUN was organizing "a militia that 
will help remove Jews and protect the population." Other ~OUN leadership agreed that the .Jews should 
be "finished off." The OUN chief of propaganda stated that "Regarding the Jews, we will adop, .kny . ethods that lead to 
their destruction. " 

Our chief historian points out that some OUN and UPA activists murdered Jews on their own both (not just in German­
sponsored units) before the German forces arrived and afterwards while operating independently, not just as members 
of German police units. And of course the UPA massacred Poles as well. There were, as well, various factions within the 
UPA. So the violent 
-- not only rhetorical -- anti-Semitism of the OUN can be documented. 

Our chief historian also mentioned that she recently read a diary/memoir, The Lone Survivor, by Michael Diment, 
about his experiences in Lukacze and Svyniuky. He says that when the UPA took control of the area where he was hiding 
in 1943, they were worse than the Germans, because they knew the area and the people better and because, in addition 
to hunting down and murdering the Jews whom the Germans had not yet mtirdered, they also murdered large numbers 
of Poles who had been somewhat helpful to Jews. 

Another OSI historian (our chief of investigative research) offers the 
following: "One can accurately use the term UPA [Ukrainska Povstanska Armiya 
- Ukrainian Insurgent Army] from about April 1943 forward. The chief task of the UPA, one can strongly argue, was not 
to confront the Germans or the Soviets (to whom they were indeed hostile but were too weak to challenge) but to 
cleanse territory of non-Ukrainian elements to create a fact on the ground. As far as I am aware, this involved mainly 
the massacre of Poles, which began in spring of 1943 in Volhynia and spread south and west over time to the point that 
cities like L'vlv were, by the spring of 1944, jammed with Polish refugees from the countryside (who were then rounded 
up and shipped off to Germany for forced labor). I can't imagine that the UPA would not have undertaken opportunistic 
killings of, e.g., Jews hiding in forests where the UPA operated, but I don't have materials at hand to support this. That 
UPA apologists invariably point to the presence of Jewish medical personnel (in particular) in their ranks kind of works as 
a negative defense ... But many UPA men had been members of the Ukrainian Police (its first armed band, the Bulba 
Borovets gang, was formed when members of a UP post In Volhynia deserted en masse, taking their German-supplied 
weapons and heading for the woods). So it is probable that most of the UPA men were former Kalymons, or had served 
in the early Ukrainian militia which conducted or participated in so many pogroms In June-July 1941." 

- Eli 
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F rom: Rosenbaum, Eli 
Sen-sday, May 11, 2005 3:31 PM 
To: state.gov' 

.. •· i I 
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(b)(6) 

Subject: RE: Ukrainian Govt May Authorize Benefits Payments to Ex-OUN and Ukrainian Insurgent Army Men 

I'm not a historian (and I don't even play one on lV}, but that sounds right. The issue with the UPA has alwa1ys been the 
persecutory, sometimes murderous, activities of some of its men, while serving in German-sponsored police and other 
units *before* they joined the UPA. 

-----Original Message-----

From:~state.gov [mailto~state.gov] 

Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2005 3:24 PM 

To: Rosenbaum, Eli 

Subject: RE: Ukrainian Govt May Authorize Benefits Payments to Ex-OUN and Ukrainian Insurgent Army Men 

The OUN were fascists. And I would note that the Ukrainian government has 

resolutely opposed any effort to honor or pay benefits to SS veterans, 

unlike the Latvians. 

However, the UPA is, to my best knowledge, a different story. Most of their 

leaders ended up in Auschwitz. I am not aware of allegations of anti-Jewish 

pogroms by UPA units . 

• 
--- -Original Message-----

From:~usdoj.gov [mailto~usdoj.gov] 
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Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2005 1:54 PM 

To_,state.gov 

Subject: FW: Ukrainian Govt May Authorize Benefits Payments to Ex-OUN 

andUkrainian Insurgent Army Men 

FYI. 

Per JT A today: 

In Ukraine, past is present 

RM-RlP 
(b (6) 

Ukrainians who were members of two wartime combat groups that.some experts say killed Jews during and after World 
War II soon may be recognized as war veterans. 

The status change would enable these soldiers to receive social service benefits. Ukrainian President Vikt1or Yuschenko 
ordered this week that the work of a government commission on the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists and the 
Ukrainian Insurgent Army be resumed. Both of the groups, known locally as OUN-UPA, fought against thfi Soviet Red 
Army and the Nazis,during World War II. 

According to many reports, these units also were responsible for killing Jews associated with the Bolshevik 
administration in Ukraine, although it is not believed that they specifically targeted Jews. 

4 
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Rosenbaum, Eli 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 

-charter.net> 
Sunday, November 18, 2007 8:15 PM 
Rosenbaum, Eli 

Subject: Re: Eg. of What the US Government Knew about Lebed 

I understand, Eli. Thanks for the clarification. The only "solid" evidence I have on Lebed and Jews is from post­
Soviet archives■ 

Rosenbaum, Eli wrote: 

Many thanks, - There has never been any doubt that the USG knew that Lebed had a criminial 
past - that, for example, he had been convicted of assassinating a senior Polish official well before WWII 
and that he might have been involved in wartime killings of Poles and rival Ukrainians. That, I assume, is 
why the USG resorted to· the so-called "hundred persons" statutory provisions in order to bring him to the 
USA after WWII. The question remains ,- however: Was he a "Nazi" criminal - i.e., someone who 
participated in acts of persecution under the direction of Germany's Nazi regime? (OSI was set up in 
1979 solely to take action against such persons.) Putting aside for the moment whether OSI could have 
prosecuted successfully despite the fact that Lebed was brought in legally under the "hundred personis" 
provisions (we certainly would have tried to find a way had we been able to prove complicity in Nazi 
crimes of persecution) , the fact is that we never came even close to being able to prove "beyond a 
reasonable doubt" that he participated in Nazi-sponsored crimes of persecution. (Our legal burden o1f 
proof in civil denaturalization cases is, according to the Supreme Court, "substantially identical" to the! one 
that applies in criminal cases.) I will b~ the first one to say "Bravoll" if you or anyone else can prove that 
now. (Do you feel .at the case can now be proved? If so, with what evidence? Lebed was brought to 
public attention, by and others, as a killer of Jews, for the Nazis. feel that such complicity 

~ le then or at it is provable now? Also, do you agre • assertion that Lebed was 
~artime subordinate and that Lebed is mentioned in anuscript as serving in that 
capacity?) Until I am shown otherwise, however, I'm from Missouri on w e her a provable case of 
participation in Nazi-sponsored persecution was there to be made when Lebed was a subject of OSI 
investigation -which he was until the day he died. BTW: Lebed is mentioned in Tim Weiner's recently 
published book on the CIA, Legacy of Ashes. If memory serves, Weiner writes that the Justice 
Department concluded that Lebed was a war criminal, and the case is presented by Weiner in a way that 
the reader will naturally assume he means Nazi war criminal. BTW: Were the 1943 killings of Polish 
civilians in Volhynia ones that the Nazi regime instigated or at least desired? 

BTW: I still hope to dive fully into this matter in the ~ - However, I dread the thought of 
trying to reconstruct and read again at that point thelllllllllllllllRosenbaum e-mail exchanges of 
recent months, as-has this deeply frustrating practice of not including in his e-mails the text of thee­
mail(s) to which hes responding. I know hardly anyone else who does this. I suppose he has his 
reasons .. . 

Regards, 
Eli 

From cha er.net] 
Sent: Sunday, November 18, 2007 1:34 PM 
To: Rosenbaum, Ell 
Cc:~u.edu 
Su~g.ofWhat the US Government Knew about Lebed 

Eli, 

- asked me to share a snippet of what I have _ from US files_ about Le bed. It is 

1 
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absolutely clear to me from CIC files that US intell was VERY well informed of Leb d's past 
crimes. This eg. is one of many in a veritable mountain of materials. This one focu es on fellow 
Ukrainian nationalists, but there are other on every aspect of his abus s against others, 
especially ethnic Poles. f believe that the Institute of National Memory in Poland would set you 
straight if you have any doubts. I ha e two independent confirmations from Lebed1s own inne:r 
circle that he gave the order to murder tens of thousands of Polish men, women, and children in 
Volhynia in 1943. I have no doubt that Warsaw has tbe same. 

Yours, . 

A memorandum from ecial gent for the CIC, dated 19 April 1948: 
LEBID is not popular Ukrainians and therefore has been forced to remain 
inconspicuous even within the group, despite his offices in the UHWR and the 
ZPUHWR His sojourn in Italy and his recent quiet return to the US Zone show the discretion 
employed. 

LEBID s unpopularity stems from his war time UPA (Ukrainian Insurgent Army) activities in 
western Ukraine. The UPA was initiated by BOROWEC (Bulba) during the last of 1941 or early 
[19)42 when he commanded partisans again t the Germans in Volin (western part of Ukraine, 
just south of Galicia). About a year later LEBID was active with his own partisans in the area of 
the border of Galicia and Volin, and he announced that all partisans should come wider his 
command. When this was ignored by the other LEBID undertook to use fore ; ome of 
BOROWE 's parti ans were killed·, including BOROWEC's wife. ViUages that sheltered them 
were burned, including ome Polish-inhabited villages in Galicia, A few MELNIK partisans 
were also liquidated. (The more prominent l'vffiLNIK followers killed were Mykola 
STRIBORSKJ, enik HRIBIVSKI, :fnu BARANOWSKI, Roman SHUSHKOW). As a result, the 
Ukrainians now have difficulty forgetting the fact that EBID killed some Ukrainian partisans 
who were fighting for the same cause. 

There is much much more in US fi les, not to mention Polish, Russian, Ukrainian and Canadian 
War Crimes files. 

I 
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Rosenbaum, Eli 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

-• I 

MacQueen, Michael 
Wednesday, May 11, 2005 4:18 PM 
Rosenbaum, Eli; White, Elizabeth 
RE: Ukrainian Govt May Authorize Benefits Payments to Ex-OUN and Ukrainian 
Insurgent Army Men 

One can accurately use the term UPA from about April 1943 forward. The chief task of the UPA, one can strongly argue, 
was not to confront the Germans or the Soviets {to whom they were indeed hostile but were too weak to challenge) but 
to cleanse territory of non-Ukrainian elements to create a fact on the ground. As far as I am aware, this involved mainly 
the massacre of Poles, which began in spring of 1943 in Volhynia and spread south and west over time to the point that 
cities like L'vlv were, by the spring of 1944, jammed with Polish refugees from the countryside (who were then rounded 
up and shipped off to Germany for forced labor). I can't imagine that the UPA would not have undertaken opportunistic 
killings of, e.g., Jews hiding in forests where the UPA operated, but I don't have materials at hand to support this. That 
UPA apologists invariably point to the presence of Jewish medical personnel (in particular) in their ranks kind of works as 
a negative defense .. . But many UPA men had been members of the Ukrainian Police (its first armed band, the Bulba 
Borovets gang, was formed when members of a UP post in Volhynia deserted en masse, taking their German-supplied 
weapons and heading for the woods). So it is probable that most of the UPA men were former Kalymons, or had served 
in the early Ukrainian militia which conducted or participated in so many pogroms in June-July 1941. 

-----Original Message----
From: Rosenbaum, Eli 
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2005 4:11 PM 
To: MacQueen, Michael; White, Elizabeth 
Subject: RE: Ukrainian Govt May Authorize Benefits Payments to Ex-OUN and Ukrainian Insurgent Army Men 

Thanks, Mike. Will do. But do you agree with my point about the UPA Issue involving only what some its men did 
*before* joining it? 

-----Original Message-----
From: MacQueen, Michael 
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2005 4:09 PM 
To: Rosenbaum, Eli; White, Elizabeth 
Subject: RE: Ukrainian Govt May Authorize Benefits Payments to Ex-OUN and Ukrainian Insurgent Army Men 

Actually, it was the leaders of the OUN who ended up in a concentration camp, namely Sachsenhausen, where they 
were accorded the status of 'honor prisoners,' given relatively decent food and not forced to labor (same kind of 
detention conditions that Iron Guardists were given). Some of the OUN leaders were forced to leave l'viv, but not 
detained. The thrust of the article I gave Eli (Berkhoff & Carynnyk "laroslav Stets'ko, the OUN and German Methods of 
Exterminating Jewry'). in the article, the authors refer to pre-June 1941 guidelines issued by the OUn leadership in 
which it was stressed that the "at a time of chaos and confusion liquidation of undesireable Polish, Muscovite and 
Jewish elements is permitted ... " and laid out plans, envisioning the establishment of a Ukrainian nationalist­
revolutionary order was being established in Ukraine to "make harmless" "forces that constitute the main prop of NKVD 
strength and Soviet power" in Ukraine, among them "Jews, both individually and as a national group." The OUN 
regarded the Jews as hostile to Ukrainian independence. OUN leaflets from the early days after 2 June'1941 warned the 
Ukrainian population that "Moscow, Poland, the Hungarians, Jewry are your enemies. Destroy them." And on 25 June 
1941, Stets'ko reported to Stej,an Bandera that the OUN was organizing "a militia that will help remove Jews and 
protect the population." fWliJ93JPMlf the OUN leadership agreed that the Jews should be "finished off." The OUN 
chief of propaganda stated that "Regarding the Jews, we will adopt any methods that lead to their destruction." 

1 



So the violent anti-semitism of the OUN can be documented. Eli, maybe you want to pass that article over to State? 

-----Original Message-----
From: Rosenbaum, Eli 
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2005 3:31 PM 
To: White, Elizabeth; MacQueen, Michael 
Subject: FW: Ukrainian Govt May Authorize Benefits Payments to Ex-OUN and Ukrainian Insurgent Army Men 

Barry, Mike -

Do you agree? 

2 
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THE CAUSES OF UI<RAINIAN-POLISH 
ETHNIC CLEANSING 1943* 

Ethnic cleansing hides in the shadow of the Holocaust. Even as . 
horror of Hitler's Final Solution motivates the study of other 
mass atrocities, the totality of its exterminatory intention limits 
the value of the comparisons it elicits. Other policies of mass 
national violence - the Turkish 'massacre' of Armenians 
beginning in 1915, the Greco-Turkish 'exchanges' of 1923, 
Stalin's deportation of nine Soviet nations beginning in 1935, 
Hitler's expulsion of Poles and Jews from his enlarged Reich 
after 1939, and the forced flight of Germans from eastern 
Europe in 1945 - have been retrieved from the margins of mili­
tary and diplomatic history. When compared to the Final 
Solution, each falls below the horrible threshold of intention to 
exterminate. Yet, when taken together, they constitute one of 
the central trends of the social and political history of the Euro­
pean twentieth century: the violent removal of populations in 
the pursuit of nationally pure space. 

The lexicon of the Final Solution has its proper limits. 'Holo­
caust' and 'Shoah' are specific terms of lament, and 'genocide' 
refers to the legally ascertainable intention to destroy a group. 
Another term is needed for violent policies aiming to clear 
territories of national enemies, though not to kill every man, 
woman and child. This is the meaning of 'ethnic cleansing', 
which reached English from Serbian through television and 
newspapers in 1992. Serbian practices in Bosnia, at first 
deemed shockingly exotic, quickly inspired fruitful compari­
sons with other events of the European twentieth century. The 
perpetrator's perspective, so compactly contained, stimulated 
painful attempts at understanding. 'Ethnic cleansing' became a 
term of art not only of the cleansers but of their chroniclers, 
and thus provided the basis for fresh investigations of central 

* For comments on earlier versions of the manuscript, the author thanks Karel 
Berkhoff, Sarah Bilston, Ray Brandon, Jeffrey Burds, Mark Mazower and partici­
pants of the Russian and East European History Workshop at Harvard University 
and the Russian and East European History Reading Group at Yale University. 
,Certain arguments were originally presented at the Remarque Institute Seminar at 
New York University. Responsibility for content rests with the author. 

© The Past and Present Society, Oxford, 2003 



• I 

198 PAST AND PRESENT NUMBER 179 

events of twentieth-century European history. 1 It has also 
brought into focus national atrocities that had hitherto escaped 
scholarly attention. 

One such episode is the removal of Poles from Volhynia by 
Ukrainian nationalists in 1943. It is a story of multiple occupa­
tions, and of cleansing within cleansings. Volhynia, like the rest 
of the eastern half of interwar Poland, was subject to triple 
occupation during the Second World War. These territories, 
from Vilnius to L'viv, home to about thirteen million people in 
1939, were occupied first by Stalin's Soviet Union (1939-41), 
then by Hitler's Germany (1941-4), and then again by Stalin's 
Soviet Union (from 1944).2 In the three years before Ukrainian 
nationalists began to cleanse Poles, Volhynia was the site of a 
stunning display of politically motivated population move­
ments. During the first Soviet occupation, the Nazis imported 
ethnic Germans from newly Soviet Volhynia. (This was part of 
Hitler's fearfully ambitious project to build a nationally pure 
Greater Germany, which entailed the deportation of Poles and 
Jews from the enlarged Reich.) The Soviets, having enlarged 
Soviet Ukraine to the west, deported tens of thousands of the 

1 Important examples are Christopher Browning, Nazi Policy, Jewish Workers, 
German Killers (Cambridge, 2000), ch. 1, entitled 'From "Ethnic Cleansing" to Geno­
cide to the "Final Solution": The Evolution of Nazi Jewish Policy, 1939-1941 '; Terry 
Martin, The Affirmative Action Empire: Nations and Nationalism in the Soviet Union, 
1923-1939 (Ithaca, 2000), ch. 8 on 'Ethnic Cleansing and Enemy Nations'; Norman 
Naimark, Fires of Hatred: Ethnic Cleansing in Twentieth-Century Europe (Cambridge, 
Mass., 2000); Phillip Ther and Ana Siljak (eds.), Redrawing Nations: Ethnic Cleansing 
in East-Central Europe, 1944-1948 (Lanham, 2001); see also Mark Mazower, 'Vio­
lence and the State in the Twentieth Century', Amer. Hist. Rev., cvii (2002). 

2 Although the literature on the Second World War is almost imponderably vast, 
the particular predicament of triple occupation escapes notice. The relative weak­
ness of the historiography was underscored by two recent controversies : the British 
and North American reaction to the English translation of Jan T. Grass's valuable 
study of the mass murder of Jews atJedwabne, Neighbors: The Destruction of the Jew­
ish Community in Jedwabne (Princeton, 2001), and the disputes over Julian Hendy's 
'documentary' on the Waffen-SS division 'Galizien'. The murder of Jews at 
Jedwabne took place at the juncture between the first and second occupations; the 
formation of the Waffen-SS 'Galizien' was a result of the weakening of the second 
occupation and the anticipation of the third. On the first occupation, the starting 
point is an earlier work: Jan T. Gross: Revolution from Abroad: The Soviet Conquest of 
Poland's Western Ukraine and Western Belorussia (Princeton, 1988). On the second, 
the literature is larger, though oriented towards German sources: consult Dieter 
Pohl, Nationalsoziali'stische Judenveifolgung in Ostgalizien (Munich, 1996). On the 
third, recent work based on Soviet sources includes two articles by Jeffrey Burds, 
'Agentura: Soviet Informants' Networks and the Ukrainian Underground in Galicia, 
1944-1948', East European Politics and Societies, xi, 1 (1997), and 'Gender and 
Policing in Soviet West Ukraine', Cahiers du monde russe, xiii (2001). 
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MAP 1 
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Volhynian elites, mostly Poles, to Siberia and Kazakhstan. 
These actions ceased only when the Germans invaded the 
Soviet Union in June 1 941. In 1941 and 1942, the Germans 
organized a brutally intimate genocide of the Volhynian Jews, 
which trained many of the perpetrators of the 1943 cleansings 
of Poles. The 1943 decision of Ukrainian nationalists to cleanse 
was, among other things, a strategic calculation based upon 
news of the Soviet victory at Stalingrad in February 1943, and 
the judgement that German occupation was both unbearable 
and temporary. As Eastern Europe was. balanced between two 
totalitarian regimes, and west Ukraine between a second and 
third wartime occupation, an organization that wished to build 
a Ukrainian state took matters into its own hands. 

In Germany, the ethnic cleansing of Jews was followed by 
their extermination. Yet ethnic cleansers may take Hitler 
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seriously without sharing his commitment to total elimination. 
Ethnic cleansing is far easier than the murder of an entire 
group, and serves most nationalist programmes just as well. 
Nationalists who wish to build a nationally homogenous state 
need not kill all members of a minority population: killing 
many to remove most is sufficient. Of course, in Volhynia as in 
other lands that had been eastern Poland, Hitler was not the 
only model. By 1943, Poles and Ukrainians alike understood 
that Stalin and Hitler forcibly removed and destroyed groups in 
the name of national politics. They not only saw ethnic cleans­
ing, they were also subject to it and complicit in it. By 1943 
something like one-quarter of the Volhynian population had 
experienced national violence in one form or another, as victim, 
accomplice or both. For many survivors, personal experience 
took on political significance. Triple occupation not only 
exposed these lands to both Nazi and Soviet occupation pol­
icies, it made them the site of intense competition between the 
two systems. Because alien rule could be seen as both intoler­
able and transitory, the triple occupation also gave rise to des­
perately strong hopes for liberation and feverishly conceived 
plans for collaboration. 

The triple occupation here provides the overarching institu­
tional framework for a causal explanation of one episode of eth­
nic cleansing. Naturally, the ideal-type 'ethnic cleansing' must 
animate the evidence, and the evidence must be available. 
Research on ethnic cleansing is generally bedevilled by contem­
porary secrecy and propaganda, subsequent partisanship and 
bias, and general paucity of sources. Thanks in part to the 
development of Polish and Ukrainian scholarship, and the 
good political relations now prevailing between these states, 
many of the evidentiary problems are now surmountable in this 
case. Although not all relevant archival materials are available, 
the end of communism has created an unusual opportunity 
for the review and collection of documents in Warsaw, Kyiv 
and (to a much lesser extent) Moscow. Also important are the 
recollections of Volhynian Jews, Poles and Ukrainians, and 
records of the wartime Polish government-in-exile in London. 3 

3 Polish and Ukrainian historians collaborated in a series of remarkable confer­
ences devoted to these events. See Polska-Ukraina: trudne pytania [Poland­
Ukraine: Difficult Questions], 8 vols. (Warsaw, 1997- 2001). Very important recent 

(cont. on p, 201) 
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'Volhynia' is the English name for the ancient Orthodox land 
today known, in Ukrainian, as 'Volyn' (Polish 'Wolyri', Yiddish 
'Volin', Russian 'Volyn'). Volhynia constitutes the extreme 
north-west of today's Ukraine, sharing the Pripet marshes with 
Belarus to the north, divided from Poland by the Bug River to 

(n. 3 cont.) 
contributions are Grzegorz Motyka, Tak bylo w Bieszczadach: walki polsko-
ukrainskieJ 1943-1948 [How It Was in the Bieszczady Mountains: Polish-Ukrainian 
Conflicts, 1943-1948] (Warsaw, 1999) and I. I. Il'iushyn, OUN-UPA i ukrains'ke 
pytannia v roky druhoi svitovoi viiny v svitli pol's'kykh dokumentiv [OUN-UPA and 
the Ukrainian Question during the Second World War in the Light of Polish Docu­
ments] (Kyiv, 2000). A pioneering work based upon German archival materials is 
Ryszard Torzecki, Polacy i Ukraincy: sprawa ukrainska w czasie II wojny iwiatowej na 
terenie II Rzeczypospolitej [Poles and Ukrainians: The Ukrainian Question during 
the Second World War on the Lands of the Second Polish Republic] (Warsaw, 
1993). Polish, Ukrainian and Russian archival sources and Jewish, Polish and 
Ukrainian memoirs are cited below. 
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the west. Galicia, which together with Volhynia constitutes the 
bulk of western Ukraine, lies to the south (see maps). Volhynia 
was a province of the Grand Duchies of Rus' and Lithuania, 
the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, and the Russian 
Empire. Whereas Galicia retained its Greek Catholic religion 
under Austrian imperial rule, Volhynia was reconverted to 
Orthodoxy by Russia in 1839. Most of historical Volhynia was 
joined to independent Poland after the First World War, and 
the events discussed here took place within the confines of what 
had been, until September 1939, Poland's Volhynia palatinate 
(wojew6dztwo wolynskie). Polish Volhynia was home to an 
Orthodox Ukrainian majority (68 per cent) and significant 
Roman Catholic Polish (17 per cent) and Jewish (10 per cent) 
minorities. 4 From 1928 to 1938, it was the site of one of eastern 
Europe's most ambitious policies of toleration, Henryk J6zewski's 
'Volhynian experiment' of cultural and religious autonomy for 
Ukrainians. This policy was intended to limit the popularity of 
communism; by its end, Galician nationalists had established a 
foothold in Volhynia. Nevertheless, survivors of the wartime 
cleansings often recall a climate of accord in pre-war Volhynia. 

Yet by April 1943, after three and a half years of war, the 
Ukrainian nationalist Mykola Lebed' proposed 'to cleanse the 
entire revolutionary territory of the Polish population'. 5 The 
Ukrainian Insurgent Army (Ukrains'ka Povstans'ka Armiia, 
UP A) then cleansed the Polish population from Volhynia. 
Ukrainian partisans killed about fifty thousand Volhynian Poles 
and forced tens of thousands more to flee in 1943.6 Why, in the 
middle of the Second World War, would Ukrainian partisans 

4 A provincial report of June 1937 found 348,079 Poles (16.7 per cent), 205,615 
Jews (9.9 per cent) and 1,420,074 Ukrainians (68.1 per cent). The remaining 5.5 
per cent were mainly Germans, Czechs and Russians. [Henryk J6zewski], 'Wolyri': 
Biblioteka Uniwersytetu Warszawskiego, Dzial r~kopis6w [University of Warsaw 
Library, Manuscripts Department] (hereafter BUW, DR), syg. 1549, p. 1. 

5 Petro Balei, Fronda Stepana Bandery v OUN 1940 roku [The Fronde of Stepan 
Bandera in the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists, 1940) (Kyiv, 1996), 141; 
for paraphrases, see Mykola Lebed', Ukrains'ka povstans'ka armiia [Ukrainian 
Insurgent Army] (Drohobych, 1987), 53; Taras Bul'ba-Borovets', Armiia bez 
derzhavy [An Army without a State] (L'viv, 1993), 272; Volodymyr Serhiichuk, 
OUN-UPA v roky viiny [The OUN-UPA during the War] (Kyiv, 1996), 289. The 
UPA's chronicles now acknowledge such a plan. Oleksandr Vovk, 'Preface', Litopys 
UPA [The UPA Chronicle], 2nd ser., ii (1999), pp. xxxix-xl. 

6 About thirty-five thousand victims have been identified. A published list is 
Wladyslaw and Ewa Siemaszko, Ludob6jstwo dokonane przez nacjonalistow ukrainskich 

(cont. on p, 203) 
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attack Polish civilians? To understand how Lebed's wish came 
true, we must pose three questions: about legitimate authority, 
about social action, and about revolutionary ideology. 

I 

CAUSES 1939-1943: (1) LEGITIMATE AUTHORITY 

Ukraine was stateless. Self-determination was not universally 
observed after the First World War, as U~aine was partitioned 
between Bolshevik Russia and Poland at Riga in 1921. By the 
1930s, the main current of Volhynian political life was co­
operation with the Polish state. The governor of Poland's 
Volhynia palatinate, HenrykJ6zewski, believed that 'a Ukrainian­
Polish settlement is the fundament of the existence of Poland 
and Ukraine'. 7 In his 'Volhynian experiment', J6zewski encour­
aged Ukrainian politicians to make their case in Warsaw 
through a non-party reform bloc. The major centrist party in 
Poland's Ukrainian territories overall, the Ukrainian National­
Democratic Union, adopted a similar line in 1935: loyalty to the 
Polish state in exchange for local reforms. Reconciliation to the 
reality of Polish statehood made good sense once Poland had 
signed non-aggression declarations with the Soviet Union 
(1932) and Germany (1934). When the Polish state was 
destroyed by these very two powers in 1939, such strategies lost 
their raison d'etre. As Poland's Ukrainian territories fell to the 
Soviet Union, the legal parties of the interwar period dissolved 
themselves to avoid repression. In any event, henceforth no 

(n. 6 com.) 

na ludnosci polskiej Worynia, 1939-1945 [The Genocide of the Polish Population of 
Volhynia by Ukrainian Nationalists, 1939-1945] (Warsaw, 2000); Genocide and 
Rescue in Wo{yn: Recollections of the Ukrainian Nationalist Ethnic Cleansing Campaign 
against the Poles during World War JI, ed. Tadeusz Piotrowski Oefferson, 2000) also 
provides English translations of pertinent memoirs (and documents). The glosses 
in both collections should be treated with care. See especially Grzegorz Hryciuk, 
'Straty ludnosci na Wolyniu w latach 1941-1944' ['Population Losses in Volhynia 
in 1941-1944'], Polska-Ukraina: trudne pytania, v, 278. As in other cases of ethnic 
cleansing, higher figures circulate. 

7 Henryk J6zewski, 'Opowiesc o istnieniu' ['A Tale of Existence']: BUW, DR, syg. 
3189, 'Sprawa ukrairi.ska' ['The Ukrainian Question'], 36. See generally Wlodzimierz 
M~drzecki, Wojew6dztwo worynskie, 1921-1939: elementy przemian cywilizacyjnych, 
spolecznych i politycznych [The Volhynian Palatinate, 1921-1939: Elements of 
Civilizational, Social and Political Transformations] (Wroclaw, 1988); Jan K~sik, 
'Wojew6dztwo wolyri.skie 1921-1939 w swietle liczb i fakt6w' ['The Volhynian Palat­
inate 1921- 1939 in the Light of Facts and Figures'], Przeglq_d Wschodni, v, 1 (1997). 
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west-Ukrainian politician of any orientation would have argued 
for its reconstitution in lands where Ukrainians could be reck­
oned a majority: Volhynia and Galicia. 8 The destruction of 
Poland revealed the consensus in favour of sobornist': the cre­
ation of an independent Ukraine including all Ukrainian lands. 

War destroyed the centre and gave the far left its great 
chance (or so it seemed). Before J6zewski's consolidation in 
1928, crypto-communists had won the most votes in Volhynia 
and enjoyed the greatest public presence. 9 Even in 1938, after 
the terror-famine and during the purges in Soviet Ukraine, 
J6zewski complained that his citizens listened to hour after 
hour of Soviet radio in their own language. 10 Before 1939, the 
West Ukrainian Communist Party had advocated the destruc­
tion of Poland and the absorption of its south-eastern territor­
ies by Soviet Ukraine.11 In 1939, the Red Army and the 
NKVD realized this programme. During twenty-one months 
of Soviet rule, revolution meant the destruction of the upper 
classes. About half a million Polish citizens were imprisoned or 
deported from Poland's former eastern territories to Central Asia 
and Siberia, among them seventy thousand Volhynian Poles - 20 
p'er cent of the entire Polish population of the region. 12 As 

8 Unlike Soviet censuses, the 1931 Polish census had no category for nationality. 
People were categorized by religion and mother tongue. The palatinates were also 
gerrymandered to inflate the Polish presence in, for example, Lw6w palatinate. Yet 
no one doubted that Ukrainians outnumbered Poles not only in Volhynia but in the 
three palatinates known in Polish as 'Malopolska Wschodnia' (Eastern Little 
Poland) and in Ukrainian as 'Halychyna' (Galicia). 

9 On public presence, see Ministerstwo Spraw W ewn~trznych, Wydzial 
Narodowosciowy [Ministry of Internal Affairs, Nationalities Department], 
'Sprawozdanie z zycia mniejszosci narodowych za miesi~ce wrzesieri-pazdziemik 1928' 
['Report on the Life of National Minorities for the Months September-October 
1928']: BUW, DR, syg. 1550. On votes (including those not counted), see Minis­
terstwo Spraw Wewn~trznych, Wydzial Bezpieczeristwa [Security Department], 
'Udzial ugrupowari wywrotowych w wyborach do cial ustawodawczych w Polsce w 
roku 1928' ['The Participation of Revolutionary Groups in the Elections to Legis­
lative Bodies in Poland in the Year 1928']: Archiwum Akt Nowych [Archive of 
New Files], Warsaw (hereafter AAN), MSW, syg. 1186. 

10 Henryk J 6zewski, 'Memorial w sprawie kierunku polskiej polityki paristwowej na 
Wolyniu' ['A Memorial on the Question of the Direction of Polish State Policy in 
Volhynia'], 1938: BUW, DR, syg. 1549, akt 6. 

11 The basic works are Janusz Radziejowski, The Communist Party of Western 
Ukraine, 1919-1929, trans. Alan Rutkowski (Edmonton, 1983); George D. Jackson, 
Comintern and Peasant in East Europe, 1919-1930 (New York, 1966). 

12 The Volhynian estimate is from Wincenty Romanowski, ZWZ-AK na Woryniu, 
1939-1944 [The ZWZ-AK (Union of Armed Struggle/Home Army) in Volhynia, 

(cont. on p. 205) 
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a Ukrainian historian describes their predicament: 'A Polish 
colonist, officer, or policemen could not hide from the organs 
of the NKVD, especially since in every village there were 
Ukrainian activists who delivered such people to the Soviet 
administration' .13 Educated Ukrainians, though · fewer in 
number, were also vulnerable. A Ukrainian woman could be 
made a schoolteacher as the Soviets reorganized Volhynian 
schools, then deported straight from her classroom. 14 Deporta­
tions ceased only with the sudden arrival of the Wehrmacht in 
June 1941. After the German invasion, Volhynian communists 
either fled with the Red Army, or risked execution by the SS or 
lynchings by their countrymen at home. 15 

The end of the Polish state in 1939 crippled the Ukrainian 
centre, and the German invasion of 1941 scattered the Ukrain­
ian left. The nationalist Ukrainian right then emerged from the 
shadows. The Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN), 
founded in 1929 by veterans of the Polish-West Ukrainian 
War, had spent a decade underground before the Nazis 
invaded Poland. 16 Years of duelling with Polish intelligence 
also prepared a generation for life underground. 17 In a gesture 
that seems a touchstone of a lost age, Poland freed its political 
prisoners, including Ukrainian terrorists such as Mykola 
Le bed' and Stepan Bandera, in early September 1939. The 

(n. 12 cont,) 

1939-1944] (Lublin, 1993), 104. For conservative reckonings of the 1939-41 
deportations, followed here, see 0. A. Gorlanov and A. B. Roginskii, 'Ob arestakh 
v zapadnykh oblastiakh Belorussii i Ukrainy v 1939-1941 gg.' ['On the Arrests in 
the Western Districts of Belarus and Ukraine in 1939-1941 '], in A. E. Gur'ianov 
(ed.), Repressii protiv poliakov i pol'skikh grazhdan [Repressions of Poles and Polish 
Citizens] (Moscow, 1997), 96 and passim; Piotr Eberhardt, Mi€dzy Rosjq a Niemcami: 
przemiany narodowosciowe w Europie Srodkowo-Wschodniej w XX w. [Between Russia 
and Germany: Nationality Transformations in East-Central Europe in the Twenti­
eth Century] (Warsaw, 1996), 180. See also Gross, RevolutionfromAbroad, 197 ff. 

13 Il'iushyn, OUN-UPA i ukrains'ke pytannia, 17. 
14 Bogumila Berdychowska and Ola Hnatiuk, Bunt pokolenia: rozmowy z intelektu­

alistami ukrainskimi [The Revolt of a Generation: Conversations with Ukrainian 
Intellectuals] (Lublin, 2000), 32. 

15 Karel Cornelius Berkhoff, 'Hitler's Clean Slate: Everyday Life in the Reichs­
kommissariat Ukraine, 1941-1944' (Univ. of Toronto Ph.D. thesis, 1998), 87-8. 

16 The basic works are Alexander J. Motyl, The Turn to the Right: The Ideological 
Origins and Development of Ukrainian Nationalism, 1919-1929 (Boulder, 1980); 
John Armstrong, Ukrainian Nationalism, 3rd edn (Englewood, 1990); see also Petro 
Mirchuk, Narys istorii Orhanizatsii ukrains'kykh natsionalistiv [A Sketch of the His­
tory of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists] (Munich, 1968). 

17 For a sense of the extent of Polish penetration of the OUN, consult AAN, 
MSW, syg. 1038-41, 1252. 
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intention was to spare prisoners the trials of German captivity, 
but these particular prisoners awaited the Germans with hope. 
Since Germany was the only possible ally in the Ukrainian 
nationalists' quest to build a new independent state out of 
Soviet and Polish territories, such men had convinced them­
selves that Hitler's rise was a good omen. 18 In 1939, Nazi Ger­
many favoured Ukrainians in the Generalgouvernement carved 
from occupied Poland. 19 

Yet the war did not present the sort of opportunity that the 
OUN had expected. The secret annexe to the Molotov-Ribbentrop 
pact between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union left Poland's 
Ukrainian lands on the Soviet side, where they were joined to 
Soviet Ukraine. Opportunities for fruitful careers in the Nazi 
Generalgouvernement failed to satisfy nationalists who hoped 
for statehood for all Ukraine. 20 Attempts to undermine Soviet 
rule in Galicia and Volhynia came to nothing, and the Soviet 
NKVD liquidated dozens of valuable OUN leaders. Meanwhile, 
the consequences of an earlier NKVD special operation made 
themselves felt. The NKVD murder of respected OUN leader 
Ievhen Konovalets' in 1938 set in motion a competition for 
power between a younger generation with good connections in 
Polish Ukraine and an older generation of emigrants. 21 In 
February 1940, the OUN divided into two fractions, the 
former led by Stepan Bandera and the latter by Andrii Mel'nyk. 
The two fractions, conventionally referred to as the OUN-B 
and OUN-M, were at war for a year before their formal 
division in April 1941. The younger OUN-B was far more 
influenced by the integral nationalist Dmytro Dontsov, and 
more inclined to think that great efforts of will suffice to change 

18 The OUN had contacts with Hitler before his rise to power, and co-operated 
with German intelligence. Komunikat Informacyjny, 3 June 1932, Ministerstwo 
Spraw Wewn~trznych, Wydzial Bezpieczer\.stwa: AAN, MSW, syg. 1040, pp.-50-7. 
As the agent noted en passant, not all the emigre OUN leaders were anti-Semites, 
and some had Jewish girlfriends. 

19 Volodymyr Kubiiovych, Ukraintsi v Heneral;nii Hubernii, 1939-1941: istoriia 
Ukrains'koho tsentral'noho komitetu [Ukrainians in the Generalgouvernement: 
A History of the Ukrainian Central Committee] (Chicago, 1975), 49,197,280 and 
passim; Il'iushyn, OUN-UPA i ukrains'ke pytannia, 35; Jan T. Gross, Polish Society under 
German Occupation: The Generalgouvernement, 1939-1944 (Princeton, 1979), 141. 

20 Torzecki, Polacy i Ukraincy, 48-51. 
21 Konovalets' was killed in Rotterdam by a bomb disguised as a box of choc­

olates. His assassin's account is in Pavel and Anatoli Sudoplatov, Special Tasks: The 
Memoirs of an Unwanted Witness - a Soviet Spymaster (Boston, 1995), 7- 29. 
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history for the better. 22 Their civil war was, however, nothing 
more than a struggle for power, and as such was not easily 
concluded. Indeed, the stakes were only raised when Germany 

. invaded the Soviet Union and brought all of Ukraine under its 
control in summer 1941. 

The German invasion of the Soviet Union also proved a dis­
appointment. In 1941, Germany sent Ukrainian nationalists to 
establish local administration in Volhynia and other Ukrainian 
lands conquered by the Wehrmacht. Yet nationalists' political 
hopes were dashed when Germany declined to form a single 
administrative unit from its occupied Ukrainian territories. 
Soviet Ukraine was alien and hostile, but had at least embraced 
almost all of the Ukrainian lands. In this respect, the German 
invasion of the Soviet Union was a step back. Galicia was 
joined to the Generalgouvernement ruled by Hans Frank from 
Cracow, Volhynia and most of Soviet Ukraine to the Reichs­
kommissariat Ukraine ruled by Erich Koch in Rivne. Nazi 
authorities showed little patience for Ukrainian national aspira­
tions. The OUN-B, trying as always to create faits accomplis, 
declared the existence of a Ukrainian state in L'viv in June 
1941; over the next two years the Germans imprisoned ( or 
killed) about 80 per cent of the OUN-B leadership. 23 Stepan 
Bandera found himself at Sachsenhausen; two of his brothers 
were later beaten to death in Auschwitz by Polish 01 olks­
deutsch) kapos. 24 Bandera's arrest left Mykola Lebed' the leader of 

22 On Dontsov, see Tomasz Stryjek, Ukrainska idea narodowa okresu miiedzywojennego 
[The Ukrainian National Idea of the Interwar Era] (Wroclaw, 2000), 110-90; 
Vasyl' Rudko, 'Dontsov i Lypyns'kyi' [Dontsov and Lypyns'kyi'], Harvard 
Ukrainian Studies, ix (1985); John A. Armstrong, 'Collaborationism in World War II: 
The Integral Nationalist Variant in Eastern Europe', JL Mod. Hist., xl (1968), 400; 
cf. Anatolii Rusnachenko, Rozumom i sertsem: ukrains'ka suspil'no-politychna dumka 
1940-1980-kh rokiv [With Reason and Passion: Ukrainian Socio-Political Thought, 
1940s-1980s] (Kyiv, 1999), ch. 1. 

23 Ryszard Torzecki, Kwestia ukrainska w polityce Trzeciej Rzeszy [The Ukrainian 
Question in the Politics of the Third Reich] (Warsaw, 1972), 247. German records of 
some of the more important arrests are reproduced in Litopys neskorenoi Ukrainy: doku­
menty, materialy, spohady [Chronicle of the Enduring Ukrainian Nation: Documents, 
Materials, Reminiscences], ed. Ia. S. Lial'ka and Iu. Iu. Slyvka, 2 vols. (L'viv, 1993-7), 
ii, 79-97. 

24 Borys Vitoshyns'kyi, 'Ukrains'ko-pol's'ki vzaiemyny v nimets'kykh tiurmakh i 
kontstaborakh' ['Ukrainian-Polish Relations in German Prisons and Concentra­
tion Camps'], in Mykhailo Marunchak (ed.), V borot'bi za ukrains'ku derzhavu [In 
the Struggle for a Ukrainian State] (Winnipeg, 1990), 160-2; Oleksa Vintoniak, 
'Pro Avshvits i iak zhynuv Vasyl' Bandera' [About Auschwitz, and how Vasyl' Ban­
dera Perished'], ibid., 301, 305- 6. 
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the OUN-B. Lebed' concentrated his considerable energies on the 
formation of an OUN-B security service, whose members were to 
be characterized by 'fanatical nationalism and intransigence to the 
enemies of the nation'. 25 

The Ukrainian centre had dissolved, the left had fled, and 
the right had emerged. Yet the right was divided by a Soviet 
provocation, decapitated by its own civil war and German 
reprisals, and radicalized by hopes raised and dashed. In this 
way, after three years of war, Ukrainian politics in Volhynia was 
represented by the more extreme fraction of a nationalist terrorist 
organization, led by immature and angry men. Lebed' was thirty­
three years of age when the ethnic cleansing of Poles began. 

II 

CAUSES 1939-1943: (2) CAPABLE CLEANSERS 

It is one thing to propose ethnic cleansing; it is quite another to 
find people able to implement such a policy. Yet the Volhynian 
OUN-B was able to raise a Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) 
within a few days in late March 1943, and begin the cleansing 
of Poles from Volhynia that same month. By the end of April 
1943 the UP A had perhaps ten thousand soldiers under its 
command, and had reduced much of Volhynia to mutual 
slaughter. By July 1943 it had swollen to twenty thousand sol­
diers, and was capable of co-ordinated actions across hundreds 
of miles of Volhynian territory. How did such operations 
become possible? 

The answer begins with the rending of the fabric of tradi­
tional society in Volhynia. The destruction of the Polish state in 
September 1939 led to the looting of prosperous houses and 
stores, the murder of Jews and landlords, and the settling of 

• personal scores. This social self-destruction was encouraged by 
Soviet occupation policy, designed to identify and remove 
potential sources ofresistance.26 By summer 1941, the Volhynian 
educated classes had been deported to Siberia or Central Asia. 
These deportations were Soviet NKVD operations, but man­
power was provided by the local militia, which in the Volhynian 

25 In the words of Lebed's biographer: Oleksandr Panchenko, Mykola Lebed': 
zhyttia, diial'nist', derzhavno-pravovi pohliady [Mykola Lebed': Life, Activity, and 
Views on the State and Law] (Poltava, 2001), 67. 

26 Gross, Revolution from Abroad, 35-44 and passim. 
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countryside was preponderantly Ukrainian (and infiltrated by 
the OUN). The OUN had operated a separate section in 
Volhynia since 1934, and by 1939 commanded a small network 
of university students and recent graduates. 27 Since the OUN 
had rarely tried terrorism in interwar Volhynia, many of its men 
got their first taste of violence during the Soviet deportation of 
Poles. For Ukrainian peasants, Soviet deportation policy was 
an early lesson in the unity of class and national politics, and 
the possibility for radical solutions. This was perhaps less ironic 
than it seems: communists and nationalists in Volhynia both 
linked the land question with the Polish question in the 1920s 
and 1930s. 28 

The Soviet collectivization of agriculture in 1939, though 
incomplete, privileged corruption and theft; in 1941 Nazis 
placed their own colonists in charge of state farms. Koch's 
administration of the Reichskommissariat Ukraine did away 
with secondary schooling for Ukrainians; Ukrainian teenagers 
drank vodka to pass the time.29 He saw Volhynia as a source of 
foodstuffs, raw materials and forced labour. Having secured 
total control over policy by summer 1942, he explained his pol­
icy line: 'This people must be governed by iron force, so as to 
help us win the war now. We have not liberated it to bring 
blessings on the Ukraine, but to secure for Germany the neces­
sary living space and a source of food'. 30 The Ukrainians in 

27 Ministerstwo Spraw Wewn~trznych, Wydzial Bezpieczeristwa, Komunikat 
Informacyjny, 30 May 1932: AAN, MSW, syg. 1040, p. 47; Ministerstwo Spraw 
Wewn~trznych, Wydzial Bezpieczeristwa, 'O.U.N. - sprawozdanie Nr. 1 z 
27.10.1934': AAN, MSW, syg. 1252, pp. 13, 29; Ministerstwo Spraw Wewn~trznych, 
Wydzial Bezpieczeristwa, 'O.U.N. - sprawozdanie Nr. 4 z 6.1.1935': AAN, 
MSW,syg. 1252,p, 53. 

28 Nationalist propaganda by communists in Volhynia would bear future 
research. Secret reports from Volhynian authorities to Warsaw describe low-level 
national violence organized by the Communist Party of Western Ukraine in the 
second half of the 1930s, especially in the run-up to May Day. See the reports for 
1935, 1936, 1937 and 1938, collected in the Akta sprawy Henryka J6zewskiego, 
Wojskowy S<1_d Regionalny, 1954 [Record of the Proceedings in the Case ofHenryk 
J6zewski, Regional Military Court, 1954], syg. 275/54, tom 2, Archiwum Paristwowe 
miasta stolecznego Warszawy [State Archive of the Capital City of Warsaw], tem­
porarily held at the S<1_d Okr~gowy w Warszawie, VIII Wydzial Karny, Sekcja 
Uniewaznieri [Warsaw District Court, 8th Criminal Division, Revocations Section]. 

29 Berkhoff, 'Hitler's Clean Slate', 334. See also Gross, Revolution from Abroad, 
45-50. 

30 Alexander Dallin, German Rule in Russia, 1941-1945: A Study of Occupation 
Policies (London, 1957), 142; see also Rolf Dieter Muller (ed.), Die deutsche Wirt­
schaftspolitik in den besetzten sowjetischen Gebieten, 1941- 1943 (Boppard am Rhein, 
1991), 626. 
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charge of local administration in the villages and countryside 
were able to send Poles to the Reich as forced labour for a time, 
but soon were forced to send Ukrainians as well. 31 Employment 
in the police was one of the few ways that young Ukrainians could 
draw a local salary and avoid deportation to the Reich. 

German occupation policy confronted Volhynian Ukrainians 
with violent death on a tremendous scale. From the moment 
Erich Koch established his offices in Rivne, he rejoiced in con­
tinual public murder: of Jews in Aktionen in autumn 1941, of 
Ukrainian and Polish villagers pacified for real or imagined 
resistance, of Soviet prisoners of war starved to death in a camp 
a few hundred metres from his offices.32 Koch's attitude to 
Ukrainians was most famously expressed thus: 'If I find a 
Ukrainian who is worthy to sit with me at the table, I must have 
him shot'. 33 During the first wave of Jewish killings by the 
mobile Einsatzgruppen in summer and autumn 1941, the SS 
intentionally exposed the Ukrainian militia (or auxiliary police) 
to the shooting of Jews. 34 During the second and final wave, 
in summer and autumn 1942, the Germans used a much­
augmented Ukrainian police force in a labour-intensive version 
of the Final Solution. The Holocaust in the Reichskommissariat 
was not a matter of railways and gas chambers, as in the Gener­
algouvernement, but of short marches and shooting. While many 
Jews in Galicia, just to the south, were gassed in camps, the 
Jews of Volhynia were shot in pits close to home. As a survivor 
recalled: 'in our area there were no camps. They just took 
people out and shot them immediately'. 35 The liquidation of 
the ghettos in 1942 was an SS operation, but it was implemented 
by about 1,400 German and about 12,000 Ukrainian policemen. 

31 In towns the civilian administration was largely Polish, but the police were 
under no illusions as to their loyalty: 'the Polish population is basically hostile to 
the Germans'. Meldung der Einsatzgruppen und -kommandos, 'Lage und Stim­
mung in der West-Ukraine', 10 Apr. 1942, repr. in Litopys UPA, 1st ser., xxi 
(1991), 119. • 

32 Local women who brought food to the starving prisoners were often beaten, or 
even shot: Karel C. Berkhoff, 'The "Russian" Prisoners of War in Nazi-Ruled Ukraine 
as Victims of Genocidal Massacre', Holocaust and Genocide Studies, xv, 1 (2001), 12. 

33 Dallin, German Rule in Russia, 167. On his racial attitudes towards Ukrainians, 
see Gerald Reitlinger, The House Built on Sand: The Conflicts of German Policy in 
Russia, 1939-1945 (New York, 1960), 174-82. 

34 Raul Hilberg, The Destruction of the European Jews (New York, 197 8), 202, 
247, 250. 

35 Fortunoff Video Archive for Holocaust Testimonies, Yale University (here­
after FVA), Memoir T323 7. 
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The Ukrainian policemen did little of the shooting, but they 
provided the manpower for the operations that led 150,000 
Volhynian Jews to the killing fields. In the countryside, the 
police took a more direct role and killed the Jews themselves. 36 

The few Jewish survivors found shelter with Ukrainian or Polish 
families, or fled to the forest. 37 

Ukrainians in the German auxiliary police in Volhynia col­
laborated in the Final Solution throughout November 1942. In 
March and April 1943, they provided the bulk of the recruits 
for the OUN-B's new partisan army, the UPA. The OUN-B 
had directed its men to the police in 1941, as its task forces fol­
lowed the Wehrmacht thrnugh Ukraine. In 1942, as the num­
bers of auxiliary police increased to meet the demands of the 
Final Solution, the OUN-B agitated among them: 'When there 
are five Germans and fifty [Ukrainian] militiamen, who has 
power?'38 In 1943, the OUN-B was able to extract its men, and 
bring many of the police along with them. They had been 
taught how to kill. Former policemen brought not only their SS 
training and their weapons, but the irreplaceable experience of 
co-ordinated murder of designated populations. 39 The OUN-B 
appealed directly to this experience, and to the widely held idea 
that the Ukrainians were next: 'The Germans use every method 
to beat us down, and then later do with us what they did with 
the Jews. We are not Jews and we will not die a Jewish death'. 40 

The people who became UPA soldiers knew about Jewish 

36 Archiwum Wschodnie [Eastern Archive], Osrodek 'Karta', Warsaw (hereafter 
AW), Memoirs II/2451/6, II/2451/7; Zydowski Instytut Historyczny Uewish 
Historical Institute], Warsaw (hereafter ZIH), Memoirs 301/5980/B, 301/3178, 
301/2890, 301/2879; FVA, Memoir T903; Shmuel Spector, The Holocaust of Vol­
hynianJews, 1941-1944 Qerusalem, 1990), 172-83; Douglas Huneke, The Moses of 
Rovno: The Stirring Story of Fritz Graebe, a German Christian who Risked his Life to 
Lead Hundreds of Jews to Safety during the Holocaust (New York, 1985), 64-93. 
Ukrainian auxiliary police from Volhynia also collaborated in the murder of Jews in 
neighbouring regions. 

37 Ukrainian rescues of Jews in Volhynia: FVA, Memoirs T1413, T1645, T2484. 
38 Meldung der Einsatzgruppen und -kommandos, 'Lage und Stimmung in der 

West-Ukraine', 123. 
39 Martin Dean, 'The German Gendarmerie, the Ukrainian Schutzmannschaft, 

and the "Second Wave" of Jewish Killings in Occupied Ukraine', German Hist., xiv, 
2 (1996), 179. 

40 Okruzhnyi Provid OUN, 'U spravi ostannikh podii na nashykh zemliakh' 
[OUN Regional Command, 'In the Matter of the Most Recent Events on our Lands'], 
Apr. 1943, Tsentral'nyi derzhavnyi arkhiv vyshchykh orhaniv vlady ta upravlinnia 
Ukrainy [Central State Archive of the Higher Organs of Power and Administration of 
Ukraine], Kyiv (hereafter TsDAVO), 3833/1/87/1. 
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death, as they had brought it about as German policemen. The 
lessons learned were applied to Poles. 

III 

CAUSES 1939-1943: (3) IDEOLOGY AND CIRCUMSTANCE 

Having established how a man such as Lebed' could rise to 
authority in Ukrainian politics, and how a class of people cap­
able of executing his programme could emerge, we may inquire 
more closely about the response of Ukrainian nationalists to the 
circumstances of war. Identifying some constants should allow 
us to distinguish the variables. 

One constant from the pre-war period was an ideology of 
ethnic homogeneity. The OUN was founded, in 1929, as an 
organization committed to removing all occupiers from 
Ukrainian soil. 41 It arose from the disappointment of the 
destruction of the West Ukrainian Republic by Poland in 1919; 
its members were typically Polish citizens from Galicia. A war­
time constant, from 1939, was the preoccupation with the 
future restoration of the Polish state. Both fractions of the 
OUN understood that Poland would not voluntarily relinquish 
Volhynia and Galicia after the war. 42 As proponents of an inde­
pendent Ukraine including these territories, Ukrainian nation­
alists knew they had little to gain from wartime discussions with 
Poles. Both the OUN-Band the OUN-M believed that the situ­
ation would resolve itself if populations were moved in both 
directions. Emboldened by Hitler's cleansings, in December 
1941 the OUN-M even proposed bilateral 'voluntary' resettle­
ments 'on the model of the German experiment' to the Polish 
anti-Nazi resistance, the Home Army.43 The proposal was 

41 Mirchuk) Narys istorii OUN, 93 . 
42 The Polish government in London knew that an 'armed occupation' ofVolhynia 

would be necessary to keep it after the war. 'Meldunek specjalny - Sprawa 
Ukrairiska' ['Special Report-The Ukrainian Question'], R6wecki to Sikorski) 15 Nov. 
1941, in Studium Polski Podziemnej [Polish Underground Movement Study Trust], 
London, Vl/3.1.1.1.1. See also 'Przynaleznosc ziem wschodnich do Rzeczypospolitej 
Polskiej' ['The Eastern Lands as Belonging to the Polish Republic']) zesz. A.9.V., 
tecz. 39; and 'Tajne' ['Secret'], 3 Aug. 1943, zesz. A.9.V., tecz. 34, Ministerstwo 
Spraw Wewn~trznych, Archiwum Muzeum Polskiego [Archive of the Polish 
Museum], London. 

43 Volodymyr Kubiiovych was the author of this proposal: see Il'iushyn, OUN­
UPA i ukrains'ke pytannia) 48. Individual Poles who knew Ukrainian politics were 

(com. on p. 213) 
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rejected: that it could be made at all suggests the importance of 
the German precedent. 

The OUN-B, true as ever to its radicalism, interpreted the 
party programme in a more decisive fashion than the OUN-M, 
and followed a more ruthless strategy. It meant to pre-empt the 
return of Polish statehood by expelling the Poles from west 
Ukraine before the war was over. A guideline for OUN-B task 
forces composed just before the German invasion of the Soviet 
Union, in May 1941, indicates the desirability of the removal of 
'Poles in the western Ukrainian regions, who have not aban­
doned their dreams of rebuilding a Greater Poland at the 
expense of Ukrainian lands'. 44 By 1941, having experienced 
Soviet occupation, the OUN-B no longer saw Poles as the main 
enemy: but they were still to be removed, as potential allies of 
Soviet power. The OUN-B was also more willing than the 
OUN-M to kill Ukrainians in pursuit of its goals, and by this 
means and others it had monopolized political life in Volhynia 
by 1943.45 

Another pertinent strategic difference between the OUN-B 
and the OUN-M concerned collaboration. In 1939, the still­
united OUN collaborated with Germany in order to advance 
its own political goals. By 1943, after the German defeat at 
Stalingrad, its two fractions disagreed ,over the political value of 
such collaboration. The OUN-M followed a more patient line 
in Galicia, collaborating with Germany despite early disap­
pointments. In spring 1943, the OUN-M endorsed the formation 

(n, 43 cont,) 

considering similar steps . See, fot example, 'Zagadnienie ukrairiskie' ['The Ukrain­
ian Question']: BUW, DR, syg. 155. Here someone who was apparently an official 
of the Sanacja governments of the 1930s proposes the deportation of five hundred 
thousand Ukrainians from a post-war Poland with pre-war frontiers: 'during the 
present war the Germans themselves have shown how these things can be done. 
Not to mention similar Soviet practices. If we live in an epoch when the Gordian 
knot is cut with a knife, then there is no option but to apply the same salutary 
measure here'. The model here is not the total extermination of the Jews, but 
German (and Soviet) ethnic cleansing. 

44 'Borot'ba i diial'nist' OUN pidchas viiny' ['The Struggle and the Activity of the 
OUN during the War'], May 1941: TsDAVO, 3833/3/1/60, translated and discussed 
in Karel C. Berkhoff and Marco Carynnyk, 'The Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists 
and its Attitude toward Germans and Jews: Iaroslav Stets'ko's 1941 Zhyttiepys [Bio­
graphy]', Harvard Ukrainian Studies, xxiii, 3/4 (1999), quotation at p. 153. 

45 UPA murder of Ukrainians is a topic that awaits its historian. For a sense of its 
scope, see Litopys UPA, 2nd ser., ii (1999), 312. For tactics towards the OUN-M, 
see TsDAVO, 3833/1/94/1-2; TsDAVO, 3833/1/225/6-13. See also Berdychowska 
and Hnatiuk (eds.), Buntpokolenia, 37. 
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of a Galician Waffen-SS division. 46 The OUN-B, meanwhile, 
knew that the calculus of collaboration in Volhynia was very 
different. Whereas Generalgouverneur Frank accepted the for­
mation of a Waffen-SS division in Galicia, Reichskommissar 
Koch interpreted the defeat at Stalingrad as a reason to press 
harder on the Ukrainian population in Volhynia. 47 Just as the 
methods of the OUN-M worked best in Galicia, so the OUN-B's 
approach was best suited to Volhynia. 

The shadow of the third occupation fell first upon Volhynia, 
as Soviet partisans began raids as early as June 1942. By 
autumn 1942, at least six separate partisan detachments from 
Belarus or eastern Ukraine had appeared in Volhynia. The 
Soviet partisans called themselves a 'movement', but they were 
controlled by a 'central staff': their actions constituted a closely 
controlled propaganda of the deed. Colonel Anton Bryns'kyi, 
Red Army intelligence officer and later a Hero of the Soviet 
Union, was 'Old Uncle Pete' as a partisan leader in Ukraine. 
The OUN-B understood the propaganda effects of Soviet par­
tisan successes, and feared that Ukrainians would be drawn to 
fight under Soviet partisan command. 48 Moreover, German 
reprisals to Soviet partisan attacks targeted the civilian Ukrain­
ian population in Volhynia, especially educated people. These 
German reprisals removed potential Ukrainian opposition to 
the OUN-B, radicalized Ukrainian society, and forced sur­
vivors of pacifications to seek shelter in the forest. 49 Without 
alternatives, both survivors and policemen disgusted by such 
actions might join the Soviet partisans. In 1942, two nationalist 
groups also took advantage of Volhynia's favourable terrain: the 

46 Taras Hunczak, On the Horns of a Dilemma: The Story of the Ukrainian Division 
Harychyna (Lanham, 2000), 5-9; Wolodymyr Kosyk, L'Allemagne national-socialiste 
et !'Ukraine (Paris, 1986), 369. Established in April 1943, Waffen-SS 'Galizien' was 
one of the twenty or so Waffen-SS formations composed of non-German Euro­
peans: Georg Tessin, Verbande und Truppen der deutschen Wehrmacht und Wafjen SS 
im Zweiten Weltkrieg, 1939-1944, 17 vols. (Frankfurt am Main, 1977), i, 387-93. 

47 Dallin, German Rule in Russia, l 56. 
48 For an example of Soviet partisan agitation, see A. P. Bryns'kyi, Po toi bik 

frontu [On the Other Side of the Front], 2 vols. (Kyiv, 1976-8), i, 326. For OUN-B 
intelligence on Soviet partisans, see TsDAVO, 3833/1/87/2-33. Volhynian Poles 
noted these new concerns of local Ukrainian nationalists: AW, Memoirs II/1321/2k 
and II/1328/2k. 

49 A summary of predicaments is Ihor Kamenetsky, Hitler's Occupation of 
Ukraine, 1941-1944: A Study of Totalitarian Imperialism (Milwaukee, 1956), 35-50. 
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'original UPA' of Taras Bul'ba-Borovets' and the OUN-M. 
Local OUN-B activists were left behind, and resented it. 

Then Stalingrad raised the stakes. After the Soviet victory of 
2 February 1943, more communist partisans moved into Vol­
hynia. On 10 February 1943 the Central Staff of the (Soviet) 
Ukrainian Partisan Movement ordered new operations in Vol­
hynia. 5° The OUN-B, meeting on 17-21 February, responded 
by calling for the creation of a nationalist partisan army. 51 The 
OUN-B had hoped to delay the formation of this army for as 
long as possible, keeping its men in the relative safety of the 
German police or underground, and allowing the Red Army 
and Wehrmacht to exhaust each other in battle. 52 Soviet 
recruitment of local manpower after Stalingrad forced the 
issue. The OUN-B sought to provide an alternative to 'ele­
ments of the Ukrainian nation who might otherwise seek shel­
ter from German imperialism from Moscow'. 53 Lebed', who 
had been planning for such a contingency in 1942, began prep­
arations. Galicians with military experience, such as Roman 
Shukhevych, made their way to Volhynia. For Shukhevych, 
who was thirty-five years of age, the logic of collaboration had 
just come to an end. Shukhevych escaped as the Germans 
dissolved his police battalion (Schutzmannschaftbataillon 201) 

so 'Soderzhanie: "O vykhode v novyi raion deistvii Volynskogo partizanskogo 
otriada"' ['Report: "On the Entry of the Volhynian Partisan Detachment into a 
New Region of Activity'"], No. 0013, 10 Feb. 1943; 'Soderzhanie: "O vykhode v 
novyi raion deistvii Rovenskogo partizanskogo otriada"' ['Report: "On the Entry of 
the Rovno Partisan Detachment ... '"], No. 0012, 10 Feb. 1943, in Ivan Bilas, 
Represyvno-karal'na systema v Ukraini, 1917-1953 [The System of Repression and 
Punishment in Ukraine, 1917- 1953] (Kyiv, 1994), 367-9. 

51 'Postanovy III. Konferentsii Orhanizatsii Ukrains'kykh Natsionalistiv Samo­
stiinykiv Derzhavnykiv, 17-21 liutoho 1943 r.' ['The Resolutions of the Third 
Conference of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists - Advocates of 
Independence and Statehood, 17-21 February 1943'], in OUN v svitli postanov 
VelykykhZboriv [The OUN in the Light of the Great Congresses] (n.p., 1955), 81-3, 
88. This publication is often unreliable: but here it provides evidence that contra­
dicts later OUN myth-making, and confirms other sources. 

52 Kraievyi Provid OUN [Regional OUN Command (Bandera)], 'Provokatsii' 
['Provocations'], Nov. 1942: TsDA VO, 3833/1/86/6a; 'Partyzantka i nashe 
stanovyshche do nei' ['Partisan War and our Position towards It'], June 1942: 
TsDAVO 3833/1/87/1. See also I. I. Il'iushyn, Protystoiannia UPA i AK v roky 
Druhoi Svitovoi Viiny [The Confrontation of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army and the 
Home Army during the Second World War] (Kyiv, 2001), 128. 

53 'Postanovy III. Konferentsii Orhanizatsii Ukrains'kykh Natsionalistiv Samo­
stiinykiv Derzhavnykiv, 17-21 liutoho 1943 r. ', in OUN v svitli postanov Velykykh 
Zboriv, 82. The concern was for Volhynia: see Panchenko, Mykola Lebed', 75. 
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and arrested its officers in January 1943, and now sought a post 
befitting his rank and experience. 54 

The German defeat at Stalingrad had immediate local conse­
quences in western Ukraine. Anticipating the third occupation, 
and prompted by changes in the local military balance, the 
OUN-B altered its national strategy. A strategy it was, for even 
the most devoted nationalists understood that the creation of 
an army required far more than ideological conviction. Any 
good partisan leader must be alert to the political malleability 
of prospective soldiers. Although one might assume that some­
one who joined a communist army would not have joined a 
nationalist army, the events of 1943 belie the expectation that 
ideology governs the initial choices of men and women who 
become partisans. (Consider the Ukrainian policeman who 
saved a Jewish girl from the death pits by carrying her off to join 
the Soviet partisans.) 55 Both the OUN-B and Soviet partisan 
commanders were right to think that Ukrainian policemen in 
the German service could be drawn into their ranks. In early 
1943, partisan commanders wished to corner the available 
manpower of fighting age before someone else did. 

They knew that the experience of directed killing combined 
with political indoctrination could make loyal and even com­
mitted fighters out of apolitical peasants. Even when Volhyn­
ians joined the various partisan armies for reasons of life and 
death, their experience in the forest and in combat created 
or consolidated a political loyalty - even if it was of the most 
existentially desperate and intellectually impoverished sort. 
Escalation has its own rules and its own logic, one sort of 
commitment can lead to another, as we shall see as we turn to 
the events of 1943 in Volhynia. 

54 For the recollections of such officers, see Volodymyr Makar, 'Pivnichno­
zakhidni ukrains'ki zemli' ['North-Western Ukrainian Lands'], Apr. 1943, repr. in 
Litopys UPA, 1st ser., v (1985), 15; V. Hrabenko, 'V riadakh UPA na 
Kostopil'shchyni' ['In the Ranks of the UPA in the Kostopil' Region'], ibid., 68; V. 
Novak, 'Pivnichno-zakhidnia okruha "Turiv"' ['The North-West District "Turiv" '], 
ibid., 96; Stepan Soroka, 'Pidhaiets'ka sotnia UPA na Volyni 1943 rik' ['The 
Pidhaiets'ka Company in Volhynia, 1943'], ibid., 138; Roman Petrenko, 'Pershi 
boiovi viddily UPA' ['The First Combat Units of the UPA'J, Litopys UPA, 1st ser., 
xxvii (1997), 75-6. On Shukhevych, see Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 5 vols. (Toronto, 
1993), v, 680-1. 

55 ZIH, Memoir 301/2879. 
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IV 

NATIONAL UPRISING, MARCH 1943 

Red Army Colonel Anton Bryns'kyi, alias Old Uncle Pete, had 
a few tricks up his sleeve. Having established his Soviet partisan 
unit in Volhynia in 1942, he recruited Ukrainian agents within 
Koch's German administration in Rivne. In March 1943, he 
turned to the central weapon of the Soviet partisan arsenal: 
provocation. He allowed his contacts with Ukrainian police­
men to become known to the Germans. His hope was that the 
Germans would shoot some policemen, and that the rest would 
flee to the forest and join his units. The effort was well timed: 
the German quota for forced labour in the Reichskommissariat 
Ukraine had just been increased, and Ukrainian policemen 
were disgusted with the hunt for forced labour. Bryns'kyi was 
half successful. In mid March 1943, German reprisals began 
and Ukrainian policemen began to leave their posts. But the 
OUN-B, better organized than Bryns'kyi knew, rolled with the 
punch. 56 OUN-B members inside the police organized rebel­
lions at police stations, and then led the policemen to the 
forest. 57 Rather than joining the Soviet partisans, former 
policemen were led to the new UPA, proclaimed on the spot. 
Bryns'kyi's provocation gave the UPA its first large body of 
recruits. 

56 This Bryns'kyi provocation thesis was first advanced, on the basis of Bela­
rusian archival documents, by Grzegorz Motyka, 'Lach6w usun[l_c' ['To Expel the 
Polaks'], Gazeta Wyborcza, 15 Apr. 2002 (p. 3 oflnternet version), and then in his 
'Sowieci a konflikt polsko-ukrairiski' ['The Soviets and the Polish-Ukrainian 
Conflict'], in KrzysztofJasiewicz (ed.), Tygiel narod6w (Warsaw, forthcoming). I am 
grateful to Motyka for allowing me to see manuscript copies of his two articles for 
this volume, cited here and at n. 67 below. See also Il'iushyn, Protystoiannia UPA i 
AK, 127. Readers unconvinced that Soviet partisans would be capable of such 
sophisticated trickery should consult the two articles by Burds cited above (n. 2), 
and John Armstrong, Soviet Partisans in World War II (Madison, 1964). 

57 Later, the belief arose that the OUN-B planned to create the UPA at exactly 
this time, and that its men simply answered the call, emptying German police 
detachments all at once. Contemporary OUN-B documents better fit the preparation­
then-provocation thesis. Okruzhnyi Provid OUN, 'U spravi ostannikh podii na 
nashykh zemliakh', Apr. 1943: TsDAVO, 3834/1/1/1; S. Novyts'kyi, 'U zmahan­
niakh za voliu volyns'koi zemli' ['In the Struggle for the Freedom of the Volhynian 
Land'], Litopys UPA, 1st ser., v (1985), 169; see also Herasym Khvylia, 'V lavakh 
UPA na Volyni' ['In the Ranks of the UPA in Volhynia'], in Petro Mirchuk and V. 
Davydenko (eds.), V riadakh UPA [In the Ranks of the UPA] (New York, 1957), 
30- 2. A large memoir and quasi-memoir literature discusses the origins of the 
UPA: for example, Volodymyr Zavedniuk, Na pivnochi, na Voryni stvorylas' armiia 
UPA [In the North, in Volhynia, Was Formed the UPA Army] (Ternopil', 1996). 
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This was an accident, but one for which Ukrainian national­
ists had prepared. By 20 March UPA Supreme Commander 
Roman Shukhevych was ready with broadsides proclaiming the 
creation and mission of the UPA: to fight German and Russian 
imperialism. 58 The quick recruitment of late March whetted 
the nationalists' appetite for the rest of the policemen. On 4 
April the OUN-B promised death ('revolutionary tribunals') to 
Ukrainians who remained in the German service. 59 One UPA 
officer reckoned that 'about 50 per cent' of those who joined 
the UPA in these early days were forced to do so. 60 Hundreds 
(or perhaps a few thousand) more policemen joined the UPA in 
early April, as the head of the German police complained that 
he was losing unit after unit. 61 As these policemen had pro­
vided the backbone of German authority, their departure weak­
ened German power in the Volhynian countryside. The UP A 
also attacked German police outposts, restricting German power 
in the towns. 62 Guns provided by Germans were turned against 
Germans. The German police were bogged down in marshes to 
the north; the Wehrmacht was far to the east (Kharkiv was 
recaptured in March); Koch's entire civilian administration in 
Rivne numbered only 252 people. However else one may evaluate 
the actions of the UP A, here was a rare example of rebels calling 
the bluff of numerically small German occupation forces. 

The OUN-B had no wish to fight a full-scale war against the 
Germans, since its leaders believed, after Stalingrad, that the 
Germans would be driven out of Ukraine by the Red Army. 
Ukrainian nationalists saw anti-German actions as preparation 
for the harder Soviet occupation to come. 63 In Volhynia, local 
commanders saw the field opened for the removal of the Poles. 

58 Polovna komanda Ukrains'koi Povstanchoi Armii [Field Command of the Ukrain­
ian Insurgent Army], 'Ukraintsi' ['Ukrainians'], 20 Mar. 1943: TsDAVO, 3833/1/86/17. 

59 A. V. Kentii, 'Stratehiia i taktyka ukrains'kykh natsionalistiv' ['Strategy and 
Tactics of Ukrainian Nationalists'], in S. V. Kul'chyts'kyi (ed.), Problema OUN­
UPA [The Problem of the OUN-UPA] (Kyiv, 2000), 56. 

60 Makar, 'Pivnichno-zakhidni ukrains'ki zemli', 23. 
61 'Bandentiitigkeit im Bereich des Befehlshabers d. SP u. d. SD Ukraine', 9 Apr. 

1943, repr. in Litopys UPA, 1st ser., xxi (1991), 169. Polish and Ukrainian primary 
and secondary sources speak of five thousand desertions in March, and another five 
thousand in April. These figures are perhaps exaggerated. Forthcoming work by 
Ray Brandon on the German sources should cast some light on this murky issue. 

62 Kosyk, L'Allemagne national-socialiste et !'Ukraine, 331-9, 358-62. 
63 'Postanovy III. Konferentsii Orhanizatsii Ukrains'kykh Natsionalistiv Samostiinykiv 

Derzhavnykiv, 17- 21 liutoho 1943 r.', in OUN v svitli postanov Velykykh Zboriv, 82; 
(cont. on p. 219) 
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Establishing an army meant securing control of Volhynia from 
the Germans; Ukrainian interests, they decided, required 
removing the Poles. 64 With the Red Army still hundreds of miles 
away and the local Germans quickly humbled, there was plenty 
of time. Indeed, UPA commanders, like all partisan leaders, 
had to do something with their troops if they were to avoid losing 
them. With the Red Army on the way, Poles could be seen as 
future allies of the next occupiers, and treated as the largest of 
the groups of 'undesirable elements' to be removed from Ukraine 
in the meantime. Yet the local motives of OUN-B commanders 
cannot be reduced to strategy or even tactics. They found 
themselves in a new situation, both demanding and promising. 

Shukhevych likely saw his chance to improve his position 
within the OUN-B. A war brings military men to the fore, and 
Shukhevych and his allies replaced Lebed' at a hastily called 
summit of the OUN-B in late April 1943. 65 Likewise, the Vol­
hynian uprising elevated the role of local activists. Before the 
war, Rostyslav Voloshyn was a humble university student in 
charge of the OUN's modest Volhynian network. In spring 
1943, he became Shukhevych's deputy at the start of the Vol­
hynian cleansing, supervising local units of the UP A's security 
services. By summer, after his units had largely cleared the 
Poles from Volhynia, Voloshyn reached the summit of the 
political leadership of the OUN-B.66 These OUN-B leaders in 

(n. 63 cont.) 

also 'Chernetka postanovy zasidannia provodu OUN pro vidnoshennia OUN do 
rosiis'koho narodu i natsmenshistiv' ['A Draft Resolution of the Meeting of the 
OUN Leadership on the Relation of the OUN to the Russian Nation and to 
National Minorities']: TsDAVO, 3833/1/38/2. 

64 M. Omeliusik, 'UPA na Volyni v 1943 rotsi' ['The UPA in Volhynia in . 
1943'], Litopys UPA, 1st ser., i (1976), 23-6; RostyslavVoloshyn, 'Na shliakhakh 
zbroinoi borot'by' ['On the Paths of the Armed Struggle'], Litopys UPA, 1st ser., ii 
(1977), 19-24; Volodymyr Makar, 'Pivnichno-zakhidni ukrains'ki zemli', May 1943, 
Litopys UPA, 1st ser., v (1984), 15; see also 'Niemcy a UPA: dokumenty' 
['Germans and the UPA: Documents'], Karta, xxiii (1997). Later Soviet interroga­
tions of UPA partisans seem to confirm the existence of an order to kill Poles. For 
example, Protokol Doprosa [Interrogation Protocol] for I. I. Iavorskii, 14 Apr. 
1944, in Gosudarstvennyi arkhiv Rossiiskoi Federatsii [State Archive of the 
Russian Federation], Moscqw (hereafter GARF), fond R-9478, opis' 1, delo 398. 
Jeffrey Burds provided me with copies of files from this fond. 

65 Motyka, 'Lach6w usun::i_c' (p. 2 oflntemet version); Panchenko, Mykola Lebed', 69. 
66 For his interwar role, see Ministerstwo Spraw Wewn~trznych, Udzial Bezpie­

czeristwa [Security Section], 'O.U.N. - Sprawozdanie dorazne Nr. 2' [OUN -
Emergency Report No. 2], 16 Nov. 1934: AAN, MSW, syg. 1152, p. 43. For his war­
time role, see Torzecki, Polacy i Ukraincy, 238, 240; Panchenko, Mykola Lebed', 78. 
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Volhynia began the cleansing of Poles on their own initiative, 
apparently without an order from the organization's leadership. 
The decision to form a partisan army came from the OUN-B 
leadership in February; the first soldiers came from a Soviet 
provocation in March; the decision to use the new UPA against 
Poles came, it seems, from below. 67 The OUN-B had made a 
speciality of faits accomplis directed to the outside world; the 
rapid cleansing of the Poles was a fait accompli by activists in 
Volhynia directed towards the rest of the organization. 

Volhynian Poles were vulnerable to the point of defenceless­
ness. Ukrainians outnumbered Poles by perhaps 5 : 1 in Volhy­
nia when the clean sings began. No one was prepared for the 
sudden onset of organized violence led by men trained in 
Lebed's security services, by the German police, or by both. 
The UP A killed about seven thousand unarmed men, women 
and children in the first days of the attacks in late March and 
early April 1943. All witnesses were in accord as to the basic 
shape of these events. Confused and withdrawing Soviet parti­
sans reported that the UPA had undertaken 'a complete annihi­
lation of the Poles of Ukraine'. 68 The head of the German 
police noted the withdrawal of Soviet partisans, and ascribed 
ongoing attacks on Polish localities to the UP A. 69 The earliest 
available UPA report discussed the conquest of a Polish village: 
'two-thirds of the buildings were burned down. The battle lasted 
a few hours. The Poles give the number of their dead as 500'. 70 

67 Grzegorz Motyka, 'Ukrahlcy a konflikt polsko-ukraitiski' ['Ukrainians and the 
Polish-Ukrainian Conflict'], in Jasiewicz (ed.), Tygiel narod6w, forthcoming (see 
n. 56 above). The UPA uprising in Volhynia supplemented, rather than replaced, 
other OUN-B tactics. In 1943 activists in Volhynia (of whom Shukhevych was the . 
most important) had to make the case that the time had already come to leave the 
service of the Germans in order to attack national enemies openly and in the name 
of the Ukrainian nation. 

68 Strokach and Martinov to Khrushchev, 'Spetssoobshchenie o deiatel'nosti 
ukrainskikh natsionalistov' ['Special Report on the Activity of Ukrainian National­
ists'], 21 Apr. 1943, in Bilas, Represyvno-karal'na systema v Ukraini, 383. Other 
reports are in the same spirit. 'Vypiska iz razvedsvodki shtaba partizanskikh otria­
dov Zhitomirskoi obl.' ['Extract from Intelligence Report of the Staff of the Partisan 
Detachments of Zhitomir Region'], 27 Apr. 1943, in Serhiichuk, OUN-UPA v roky 
viiny, 31; 'Vypiska iz razvedsvodki No. 6 shtaba partizanskikh otriadov Zhitomir­
skoi oblasti', 25 May 1943, ibid., 55. 

69 'Bandentiitigkeit im Bereich des Bfh. d. SPudSD Ukraine', 7 May 1943, in 
Litopys UPA, 1st ser., xxi (1991), 170. 

70 Volodymyr Makar, 'Pivnichno-zakhidni ukrains'ki zemli', Apr. 1943, Litopys 
UPA, 1st ser., v (1985), 20. Ukrainian losses are 'small': a sign that this was an oper­
ation of ethnic cleansing that met some resistance, not a battle between armed units. 
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Throughout April and throughout Volhynia, UPA soldiers sur­
rounded colonies and villages, burned houses, shot or forced 
back inside those who tried to escape. 71 In mixed settlements, 
the UPA's security service warned Ukrainians to flee by night, 
then killed everyone remaining at dawn.72 This was a co-ordi­
nated attack by armed men upon a leaderless and disorganized 
minority population. Poles had lost their lay elites and Roman 
Catholic priests to Soviet deportations, and their young men to 
German forced labour. Nevertheless, Poles who survived these 
first attacks found ways to defend themselves and take revenge. 
A Ukrainian writer recalls their dilemma: 'the Poles were look­
ing for something neutral, but there was no such thing'. 73 

V 

VENGEFUL COLLABORATION, APRIL- JULY 1943 

Poles now joined the Soviet partisans. The taboo created by the 
experience of Soviet rule in 1939-41 was broken, as present 
need trumped past grievance. The OUN-B had kept some of its 
own people from joining the Soviet partisans by forming the 
UP A, but the UP A's actions drove Polish men and women into 
these very communist formations. As many as 5,000-7,000 
Poles joined the Soviet partisans in Volhynia in 1943. They 
joined 900-1,500 Jewish fighters, survivors of the Final Solu­
tion. As one Jewish survivor recalled of the spring of 1943, '15 
Poles joined us. Their homes had been burned and they barely 
escaped alive. They stayed with us for 4-5 months, and we 
fought the Banderites [the UPA] four times. Each time Jews 
and Poles were killed, as were Banderites'. Not far away was 
another small group of partisans, this one predominantly Polish 
but including Jewish women.74 Soviet commanders brought 
such groups under their control, leaving Poles and Jews, it 
appears, the numerical majority in Soviet partisan units in Vol­
hynia. One nominally Polish unit of Soviet partisans ('Poland is 
not Yet Lost' Battalion) had a Jewish husband and wife as 

71 For Polish recollections of these first attacks, see AW, Memoirs II/36, II/2667, 
II/594, II/l 328/2k. 

72 GARF, R-9478/1/398, Protokol Doprosa for V. E . Stupak, 30 Sept. 1944. 
73 Berdychowska and Hnatiuk (eds.), Bunt poko!enia, 36. 
74 ZIH, Memoir 301/5980/B. 
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commander and chief political officer. 75 One must not imagine 
that most simple soldiers joined the Soviet partisans out of 
ideological commitment. Local Jews were in the forest 'to go 
and fight the Germans', needed weapons:, and usually had little 
choice but to join the Soviet units. 76 The Soviet partisans 
offered Poles the opportunity to pacify Ukrainian villages 
deemed to shelter nationalists.77 This made the UPA's task in 
Volhynia harder, but also simpler: harder, since the UPA had 
brought about the Soviet-Polish co-operation it had intended 
to pre-empt; simpler, because the cleansing of Poles now had 
both operational and propaganda significance in the UPA's 
more important struggle with the Soviets. 78 

Poles also retreated from the countryside to the towns, and 
established self-defence units under German protection. By 
attacking German power and Polish populations at the same 
time, the UPA drove them into each other's arms. The UPA's 
cleansing of the countryside also killed Jews who had survived 
the ghetto clearings with Polish villagers, and drove Jewish sur­
vivors back to areas of German control. 79 (About 98.5 per cent 
of Volhynia's Jews perished.80 This proportion is unusually 
high for two reasons: first, relatively few Volhynian Jews had 

75 Ster Elisavetskii, Polveka zabveniia: evrei v dvizhenii soprotivleniia i partizanskoi 
bor'be v Ukraine, 1941-1944 [A Half Century of Oblivion: Jews in the Resistance 
Movement and in the Partisan Struggle in Ukraine, 1941-1944] (Kyiv, 1998), 86, 
392; Spector, Holocaust of Volhynian Jews, 323, 325; Grzegorz Motyka and Rafal 
Wnuk, Pany i rezuny: wsp6lpraca AK-WiN i UPA, 1945-1947 [Milords and Butch­
ers: Co-operation between the AK-WiN (Home Army: Freedom and Independ­
ence) and the UPA, 1945-1947] (Warsaw, 1997), 58. 

76 FV A, Memoir T0927. Consult also the recollections of Misha Gildenman in 
They Fought Back: The Story of the Jewish Resistance in Nazi Europe, ed. and trans. 
Yuri Suhl (New York, 1967), 261-74. 

77 AW, Memoirs II/1350/2k, II/1328/2k. Of course, everyone who joined the 
Soviet partisans was subjected to indoctrination. Poles were taught, for example, 
that the Soviet massacre of Polish officers at Karyn' (revealed in April 1943) was 
carried out by the Germans. 

78 The Soviet partisans recovered quickly from their surprise at the emergence of 
the UPA. By summer 1943, they knew that the UPA saw them (not the Germans) 
as the pertinent enemy, and had prepared sophisticated counter-intelligence. M. 
Novikov, 'Razveddannye o natsionalistakh' ['Reconnaissance on the Nationalists'], 
after 10 Sept. 1943, in Volodymyr Serhiichuk, Radians'ki partyzany proty OUN­
UPA [Soviet Partisans against the OUN-UPA] (Kyiv, 2000), 28. 

79 FVA, Memoirs T640, Tl 117. In at least one case, a Polish peasant who had 
sheltered a Jew was caught by the Germans as he fled to a town: AW, Memoir of 
Weronyka Maszewska, uncatalogued. Jews and Poles sometimes fled together to 
the forest: ZIH, Memoir 301/3178. 

80 Spector, Holocaust of Volhynian Jews, 358. 
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been deported by the Soviets in 19 39-41 to the comparative 
safety of Siberia and Kazakhstan; and second, the UP A's 1943 
attacks on Polish villages removed most remaining local shel­
ter.) Yet some Jews survived in the German-controlled towns 
in 1943, and even fought with the Polish self-defence units. 81 

These units ventured outside. the towns, and took revenge on 
Ukrainian nationalists and Ukrainian villages. On occasion 
Polish self-defence units co-operated with the German police 
or Soviet partisans in attacks on Ukrainian villages. 82 Colonel 
Bryns'kyi, the Soviet partisan leader, fondly recalled fighting 
side by side with a young Polish priest, Father Marian, of the 
Huta Stepariska self-defence unit. 83 Poles who had survived the 
first round of attacks were unsparing in their revenge. They had 
seen their houses burned and their families killed, often in the 
most horrifying ways. As a Polish historian summarized their 
mood: 'Murder was reckoned a virtue. Young men who had 
lost their entire families notched their rifles to record the 
number of their victims'. He continued: 'In the struggle with 
the UPA, the principle was not to take prisoners. Nor were 
unarmed men spared'. 84 

Matters were much worse than this. The Germans recruited 
about 1,200 fresh Polish policemen in April 1943 to replace the 
Ukrainian deserters. Polish motives were local and personal: to 
defend themselves or take revenge. 85 Once they joined, Poles 
could not easily change their mind: sixty who tried to resign on 
10 April 1943 were summarily shot. Yet regardless of indi­
vidual motivations, this response to UP A attacks accelerated a 
fateful escalation. Poles now aided German policemen as they 
pacified Ukrainian villages. By July 1943 a battalion of Polish 
policemen had been dispatched to rural Volhynia to pacify 
Ukrainian villages. This was Schutzmannschaftbataillon 202, 
the only such Polish unit, recruited from Galician Poles but 
serving in Belarus before the transfer to Volhynia. This added 

81 On self-defence, see AW, Memoirs II/1356/2kw, II/1350/2k, II/1363, II/737. 
On Jews in Pan.ska Dolina in summer 1943, see AW, Memoir of Olgierd Kowalski, 
uncatalogued; on Jews in Przebraze in summer 1943, see Spector, Holocaust of 
VolhynianJews, 260. 

82 For examples of both, see AW, Memoirs II/1350/2k and II/737. For a list, see 
Il'iushyn, Protystoiannia UPA iAK, 156-7. 

83 Bryns'kyi, Po toi bik frontu, ii, 136-7. 
84 Romanowski, ZWZ-AK na Woryniu, 181-2, 183. See also Litopys UPA, 1st 

ser., ii (1977) 192-4. 
85 See AW, Memoirs II/737, II/996, II/1371/Zk. 
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to the powerful impression among Ukrainians that Poles were 
collaborating with murderous German policies in Volhynia. 86 

That said, the auxiliary police remained heavily Ukrainian despite 
the desertions of March and April, and Ukrainian policemen in 
the German service continued the pacification of villages ( often 
Polish) suspected of sheltering Soviet partisans. Ukrainians in 
the German police pacified Polish villages; Poles in the German 
police pacified Ukrainian villages. All served the German policies 
of maintaining local order and resisting Soviet incursions; few 
could resist interpreting their experience in national terms. 

Within a month after the UPA began to slaughter Poles in 
April 1943, Poles were responding in kind in self-defence units, 
as Soviet partisans, and as German policemen. Over the course 
of 1943, perhaps ten thousand Ukrainian civilians were killed 
by Polish self-defence units, Soviet partisans and German 
policemen: only a fifth of the number of Polish victims, and not 
killed in the name of the Polish nation, but enough to create the 
image of massive and senseless suffering and violence. 87 The 
UPA found itself with new recruits: 'I was in the woods', as one 
Volhynian Ukrainian woman later recalled before her death at 
Auschwitz, 'to avenge my family'. 88 Personal loss created the 
opportunity for political propaganda.OUN-Band UPA pamph­
lets, broadsides and newspapers associated the Poles with 
both the Nazi and Soviet occupations. From a perspective dis­
tant in time and space; this association appears very strange. 
Poland had been partitioned by these two powers in 1939, and 
in 1943 the Polish resistance was fighting the Germans while 
fearing the consequences of a Soviet victory. Yet from the per­
spective of a Ukrainian peasant in Volhynia, little experienced 
in international diplomacy, and witness to attacks by Poles in 
the service of Germany or the Soviet Union, the link between the 
Polish nation and German and Soviet imperialism made sense. 89 

86 Motyka, Tak bylo w Bieszczadach, 118-23; Il'iushyn, OUN-UPA i ukrains'ke 
pytannia, 67-9. 

87 Consult Hryciuk, 'Straty ludnosci na Wolyniu', 272. 
88 Ol'ha Froliak-Eliiashevs'ka, 'Hanna z volyns'kykh lisiv' ['Hanna of the Volhy­

nian Forests'], in Marunchak (ed.), V borot'bi za ukrains'ku derzhavu, 772. 
89 Local propaganda: Holovna Komanda UPA, 'Ukraintsi', June 1943: 

TsDAVO, 3833/1/86/19-20; Litopys UPA, 2nd ser., ii (1999), 283-9, 296-9. General 
propaganda: Political Resolution 13, Third Extraordinary Congress of the OUN, 
21-25 August 1943, in OUN v svitli postanov Velykykh Zboriv, 117-18. See also 
Roman Ilnytzkyj, Deutschland und die Ukraine, 1934-1945, 2 vols. (Munich, 1958), 
ii, 400-6; Berdychowska and Hnatiuk (eds.), Bunt pokolenia, 36. 
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For the critical months of April to June 1943 in Volhynia, both 
the German police and the Soviet partisans were in significant 
measure composed of Polish recruits, and both committed 
unforgettable atrocities. In this war of all against all, the UP A's 
nationalist message brought intellectual order to an otherwise 
incomprehensible situation. The particular conditions of 
wartime Volhynia allowed dedicated Ukrainian nationalists to 
provoke, explain and win an ethnic war. 

VI 

ETHNIC WAR,JULY- DECEMBER 1943 

By July 1943 the UP A had swollen to twenty thousand soldiers, 
and controlled all but the largest Volhynian settlements. It had 
forcibly assimilated other nationalist partisan groups in Volhy­
nia, and organized recruitment drives and intelligence cells in 
villages across the region. 90 It was in a position to make good its 
promise of 'shameful death' to all Poles who remained in 
Ukraine. 91 The springtime attacks had broken taboos, brought 
down revenge from Polish survivors and created the basis for 
effective propaganda. The removal of German power was a 
genuine service to the peasants: as a Jew who fled the Ukrainian 
police in 1942 and the UPA in 1943 recalled, 'the Ukrainians 
were also persecuted by the Germans'. 92 As of March 1943, the 
Germans were trying to seize three thousand people from 
Reichskommissariat Ukraine daily for forced labour in the 
Reich. 93 The UP A used this to their advantage, proclaiming 
that death for one's country was better than slavery abroad.94 

The UP A slowed the hunt for forced labour in most of Volhynia, 
sometimes by such direct measures as stopping trains.95 

Another Jewish survivor, a partisan who fought the UPA, noted 

90 The UPA kidnapped and then murdered the (Czech) wife of Taras Bul'ba­
Borovets' in an unsuccessful attempt to gain his co-operation. On local presence, see 
the respectful Soviet partisan reports collected in Serhiichuk, Radians'ki partyzany proty 
OUN-UPA, for example M. Novikov, 'Razveddannye o natsionalisticheskikh formi­
rovaniiakh' ['Reconnaissance on Nationalist Formations'], after 10 Aug. 1943, 22-4. 

91 'Za shcho boret'sia UPA' ['What the UPA Is Fighting For'], Do zbroi, July 
1943, in Litopys UPA, 2nd ser., i (1995), 7- 8. 

92 FV A, Memoir T640. 
93 Torzecki, Kwestia ukrainska, 306 
94 Holovna Komanda UPA, 'Ukraintsi', June 1943: TsDAVO, 3833/1/86/21. See 

also Memoir 286, in Litopys neskorenoi Ukrainy, ii, 455. 
95 Memoir 288, in Litopys neskorenoi Ukrainy, ii, 457. 
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a similar cause of the UPA's popularity: the Germans 'took all 
the cows, everything, they beat them up, they killed a lot of 
them, and that's why they [Ukrainians] went to the woods'.96 

The UP A slowed German requisitions and exposed Ukrainian 
peasants to new temptations. It was in a position to offer 
peasants German state farms - and Polish land. 97 These cate­
gories overlapped, since Poles still managed some of the more 
important properties seized by the Nazis. In June 1943 the 
Reichskommissariat announced the reprivatization of land. 
Peasants understood this as a signal of a coming German defeat, 
and began to consider the final post-war allocation of property. 98 

UP A commander Shukhevych issued an order distributing all 
lands of 'former Polish colonists' to 'Ukrainian peasants'. 99 

As a Polish historian notes, 'the idea of robbery was nothing 
new, as they [Ukrainians] were robbed daily'. 100 Moral deg­
radation accompanied economic collapse, and Volhynian 
Ukrainians probably believed that land was what they needed. 
They were not the poorest Ukrainians under German rule, but 
they had lost the most during the war. To the east, in the 
famine-plagued formerly Soviet parts of the Reichskommissariat, 
1941 and 1942 were the best harvests in memory. 101 As 
recently as 1933, Zhytomyr oblast' (region), just east of Polish 
Volhynia, had lost 15-20 per cent of its population to fam­
ine. 102 Although Volhynia was one of the most underdeveloped 
regions of Poland, it was wealthy in comparison to Soviet 
Ukraine. Volhynian Ukrainians who travelled to other districts 
of the Reichskommissariat were mistaken for Germans, since 
they wore full suits of clothes and good shoes. 103 Expectations 
were therefore much higher in Volhynia than elsewhere in the 
Reichskommissariat. For Volhynian Ukrainians, the collectivi­
zation policies of 1939-41 were an aberration which no one 
wished to continue. German attempts to preserve this system 
were resented in 1941, as were the increased requisitions of 1942. 

96 FV A, Memoir Tl 801. 
97 Makar, 'Pivnichno-zakhidni ukrains'ki zemli', 23 . 
98 Berkhoff, 'Hitler's Clean Slate', 138. 
99 'Rozporiadzhennia v zemel'nii spravi' ['An Order Regarding the Land Ques-

tion'], 15 Aug. 1943: TsDAVO, 3833/1/48/2b. 
100 Torzecki, Kwestia ukrainska, 291. 
101 Berkhoff, 'Hitler's Clean Slate', 93-143, 315. 
102 Robert Conquest, The Harvest of Sorrow: Soviet Collectivisation and the Terror­

Famine (New York, 1986), 250. 
103 Berkhoff, 'Hitler's Clean Slate', 327-8. 
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For all Ukrainians in the Reichskommissariat, 1943 promised 
to be a lean year. For Volhynian Ukrainians, it promised to be 
the worst of their lives. 

V olhynia, unlike the rest of the Reichskommissariat, had had 
a private economy before the war. The genocide of Volhynia's 
Jews ruined what remained of this. Before the war, the occupa­
tional structures of Ukrainians and Jews in Volhynia had been 
complementary: the Jews ,were the majority in the towns, the 
Ukrainians the majority in the countryside. Although there 
were some Jewish farmers and some Ukrainian traders, most 
farmers were Ukrainian and most traders were Jewish. Towns 
in Volhynia had been Jewish, with Poles settling in newly built 
districts in the 1920s and 1930s. The Final Solution (and 
Soviet deportations) reduced the population of Volhynia's two 
largest towns, Rivne and Luts'k, by more than 50 per cent. 
Rivne's fell from perhaps 41,900 (a Soviet count) to perhaps 
17,531 (a German count), Luts'k's from 35,600 to 16,495. 104 

Before the Final Solution in Volhynia, 'every Jew had a friendly 
Ukrainian farmer'. 105 Trade continued from the ghetto. 106 When 
the Jews were murdered, the Ukrainian farmers lost their means 
of trade. By 1942 Volhynia's economy was one of barter. Germans 
traded vodka for food. The SS paid for runaway Jews in salt. 107 

By 1943 even barter was a barren proposition. In the absence of 
the division of labour, accumulation of land must have appeared 
to Ukrainian peasants as the safest strategy for the future. 

In July 1943 Ukrainian peasants must have been tempted by 
wheat that was ripening for harvest, golden and heavy in the 
fields. The present outlook was bleak, the future was uncertain, 
but a means of rescue seemed to be at hand. The Volhynian 
tradition of seizing lands from Poles in hard times was two cen­
turies old: but now Polish property-owners had no state to pro­
tect them, and Ukrainian peasants were organized by those 
who wished to build a state themselves. 108 The UP A offered 

104 Population figures compiled by Berkhoff, 'Hitler's Clean Slate', 511 . 
105 FVA, Memoir Tl 740. 
106 FVA, Memoir T3283. 
107 Romanowski, ZWZ-AK na Woryniu, 71-3; also Armstrong, Ukrainian Nation­

alism, ch. 5. 
108 Between 1905 and 1907 there were 703 recorded cases of peasants violently 

asserting claims to land, usually against Polish landlords, in what was then the Vol­
hynia guberniia of the Russian Empire: Daniel Beauvois, La Bataille de la terre en 
Ukraine, 1863-1914: !es Polonais et !es confiits socio-ethniques (Lille, 1993), 137. 
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Volhynian Ukrainians an ideology of liberation and protection 
from Polish revenge; its officers had guns in hand and moral 
justifications on their lips. By July 1943 'all the young people 
had joined the UPA' .109 That month thousands of Ukrainian 
peasants joined in UPA attacks. Peasant scythes killed Poles, 
then reaped wheat from their fields. As a Ukrainian historian 
has delicately put it: 'the support of the civilian Ukrainian popu­
lation, armed with scythes, pitchforks, knives and hatchets, 
imparted to the Volhynian events an especially bloody charac­
ter'. 110 Yet the new peasant manpower served an organization 
capable of precise and detailed planning. On the night of 11-12 
July 1943, the UPA attacked 167 localities and killed perhaps 
ten thousand Poles. Co-ordinated attacks continued through 
the summer, as UP A commanders called for the destruction of 
Poles, 'servants of German and Russian imperialism', in their 
'nests'. 111 Officers reported to headquarters that the 'Polish 
action' was nearing its close, or that 'the Polish problem is basic­
ally resolved'. 112 The final wave of attacks fell on 25 December 
1943, when Roman Catholic Poles, reckoning Christmas by 
the Gregorian calendar, were concentrated in flammable 
wooden churches. 

VII 

CONCLUSIONS 

The Volhynian cleansings of 1943 brought general civil war to 
the Ukrainian-Polish borderlands. Reports of ethnic violence, 
along with general considerations of Soviet security, prompted 
Stalin to separate Poles from Ukrainians once and for all. 
Shortly after the Red Army began the third occupation of Vol­
hynia, the NKVD set about finishing the UP A's task, deporting 
remaining Poles westward to Poland. Then, as the Red Army 
secured Poland, Ukrainians were sent eastward to Soviet 
Ukraine. These 'repatriations' of 1944-6 were arranged by 
'legal' agreements between Polish communists and Soviet 

109 Berdychowska and Hnatiuk (eds.), Bunt pokolenia, 36. 
uoll'iushyn, Protystoiannia UPA iAK, 129. 
llI 'Visti z Volyni' ['News from Volhynia'], August 1943: TsDAVO, 3833/1/87/ 

7. For UPA reports on the murder of Poles in August and September, see 
TsDAVO, 3833/1/87/18. 

112 TsDAVO, 3833/1/120/18; TsDAVO, 3833/1/131/13-14. 
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Ukraine (now once again extended west to include Volhynia 
and Galicia). In 194 7, the new Polish communist regime for­
cibly dispersed most of its remaining Ukrainians from the south­
east to the north-west of the country. Between April 1943 and 
August 194 7, some 94 per cent of the Polish population was 
removed from lands that became the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic, and some 95 per cent of the Ukrainian population 
was forcibly resettled from lands that became communist 
Poland. About 106,000 Polish and Ukrainian civilians lost their 
lives, and 1.4 million survivors their homes. 113 

This final resettlement of 194 7 destroyed the UP A in 
Poland, which for the OUN-B was a minor theatre in any case. 
The UP A fought on with courage, tenacity and brutality in 
Soviet Ukraine for another five years. The UPA's war against 
the Soviet Union, the main task for which it had been created 
in spring 1943, was the most impressive example of popular 
resistance to communist power in wartime and post-war 
Europe. Roman Shukhevych, the UPA's commander, died 
fighting in Soviet Ukraine in 1950. Mykola Lebed', the UPA's 
founder, was recruited by US intelligence. 114 As world war 
shifted to cold war, ethnic cleansing was forgotten. Neither the 
American nor the British governments evinced an excessive 
interest in the past of Ukrainians recruited for difficult and 
risky anti-Soviet operations. The Soviets killed or exiled UPA 
soldiers (and their families) for the crime of opposing Soviet 
rule. 115 The OUN-B and UPA presented themselves as anti­
communist organizations: the truth, though not the whole 
truth. The Polish communist regime legitimized itself by its 
defeat of the UPA and its creation of ethnic homogeneity. 
Communist pedagogy and scholarship in Poland and the Soviet 

113 Timothy Snyder, The Reconstruction of Nations: Poland, Ukraine, Lithuania, 
Belarus, 1569-1999 (New Haven, 2003), chs. 7-9. 

114 Noted by Christopher Simpson, Blowback: America's Recruitment of Nazis and 
its Effect on the Cold War (New York, 1988), 163-71. Documents reproduced in 
Jeffrey Burds, 'The Early Cold War in Soviet West Ukraine, 1944-1948' (Carl 
Beck Paper 1505, Pittsburgh, 2001). The cold war naturally influenced the way the 
Ukrainian nationalists described their wartime activities. See, for example, United 
American Ukrainian Organisations Committee of New York, The Ukrainian Insur­
gent Army in Fight for Freedom (New York, 1954); Zynovii Knysh, S'ohodni i zavtra: 
dumky natsionalista [Today and Tomorrow: The Thoughts of a Nationalist] (Win­
nipeg, 1950). 

115 Memoirs of Ukrainians returning from Siberian exile after Stalin's death are 
collected in Litopys neskorenoi Ukrainy, i, 423-640; ii, 420-559. 
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Union alike insisted that ethnic groups had always been where 
they now were, and that present borders reflected ancient his­
tory. This, as we see, is manifestly false. The orthodoxy was not 
believed, but it did stifle historical investigation of the causes of 
population movements. 

Yet even historians who attend seriously to the longue duree 
will find little that foreshadows the immediate causes of ethnic 
cleansing in Volhynia. Naturally, one would wish to appreciate 
the origins of the social lines dividing Ukrainians from Poles. 
The Polish Reformation and Renaissance created, and then 
Russian imperial policies solidified, a durable Volhynian social 
world in which .. the rich and powerful were Polish-speaking 
Catholics, and the peasants were Ukrainian-speaking Ortho­
dox. The last gasp of the native Orthodox nobility in Volhynia 
was resistance to the imposition of the Gregorian calendar in 
1582.116 It is ironic that differences in church calendars 
allowed eastern-rite Ukrainians to plan attacks on western-rite 
Poles in 1943, but religion merely provided a foundation for 
the organized nationalism that emerged in Volhynia in the 
1930s, and little more than such practical guides for ethnic 
cleansers in 1943. In Volhynia, as perhaps elsewhere in 
Europe, the intellectual dominance of traditional religion was 
broken by the nationalism attendant upon ethnic cleansing. 
Something similar might be said about social structure. Under 
Russian rule in the nineteenth century, bloody peasant 
uprisings were the order of the day. Yet these were never 
defined in national terms, and independent Poland did much 
to reorder this traditional Volhynian social world in the 1920s 
and 1930s. Land was redistributed (if imperfectly), Ukrainian 
culture was encouraged (if channelled) and a Polish Auto­
cephalous Orthodox Church was established. 117 Soviet and 

116 Even here, one would wish to note certain striking features of early modern 
Volhynia: where the lawyers knew Latin, Polish and Ukrainian in the early seven­
teenth century; where the town of Ostrih boasted an Orthodox academy, a Unitar­
ian Church and a yeshiva in the late sixteenth. Consult Nataliia Iakovenko, 
Paralel'nyi svit: doslidzhennia z istorii uiavlen' ta idei v Ukraini XVI-XVII st. [A Par­
allel World: Investigations of the History of Concepts and Ideas in Sixteenth- and 
Seventeenth-Century Ukraine] (Kyiv, 2002), ch. l; Borys Gudziak, Crisis 
and Reform: The Kyivan Metropolitanate, the Patriarchate of Constantinople, and the 
Genesis of the Union of Brest (Cambridge, Mass., 2001), ch. 8. 

117 This is a characterization of interwar Polish policy in Volhynia, not Galicia. 
The historiography of interwar west Ukraine focuses on Galicia, with little on the 

(cont. on p. 231) 
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Nazi occupation destroyed whatever remained of Volhynia's 
social hierarchy before 1943, not least by killing or deporting 
traditional elites. The Polish peasants cleansed from Volhynia 
were, as a rule, as poor as the Ukrainians who cleansed them. 
Social history provided some components of the ethnic 
definition of Poles used by ethnic cleansers, but was not itself a 
sufficient cause of wartime ethnic cleansing. 

At all events, the example of the Belarusian regions just north 
of Volhynia, where the traditional social order was much the 
same, shows that older cleavages need not manifest themselves 
in wartime ethnic cleansing. Wartime Belarus witnessed much 
the same chain of events: the destruction of Polish state author­
ity; Soviet deportations; an intimate Holocaust; and multisided 
partisan warfare. 118 Yet there was no ethnic cleansing of Poles 
from Belarus. The difference, of course, is nationalism. 
Whereas Belarusian nationalism had little political salience in 
interwar Poland, Ukrainian nationalism was an organized 
underground movement before 1939. It favoured war; war 
favoured it. All the same, the presence of nationalism in the 
explanation does not mean ethnic cleansing is the consumma­
tion of previous national conflict over a particular territory. For 
nearly a century before the Second World War, the centre of 
Polish-Ukrainian strife had been Galicia, not Volhynia. 119 All 

(n. 117 com.) 

separate strategy pursued by Warsaw in Volhynia. A recent work contains needed 
characterizations of Polish administrative practices: Werner Benecke, Die Ostgebiete 
der Zweiten Polnischen Republik: Staatsmacht und offentliche Ordnung in einer Minder­
heitenregion, 1918-1939 (Cologne, 1999). Although students of these problems some­
times imagine that the situation in Volhynia was essentially similar to that in Galicia, 
at the time everyone who ruled or wished to rule Volhynia - Polish state officials, 
Soviet communists, Ukrainian nationalists, legal Ukrainian political parties -
knew that different conditions prevailed and different strategies were needed. 

118 There was much more looting and murder of Poles by Belarusians than had 
been previously recognized, but no one organized these property interests or social 
energies along national lines. Marek Wierzbicki, Polacy i Bialorusini w zaborze 
sowieckim: stosunki polsko-bialoruskie na ziemiach pblnocno-wschodnich II Rzeczypos­
politej pod okupacjq sowieckq, 1939-1941 [Poles and Belarusians in the Soviet Sector: 
Polish- Belarusian Relations on the North-Eastern Lands of the Second Republic 
under Soviet Occupation, 1939-1941] (Warsaw, 2000); also Krzysztof Jasiewicz, 
Zaglada polskich kresow: ziemianstwo polskie na Kresach Pblnocno-Wschodnich Rzeczy­
pospolitej pod okupacjq sowieckq, 1939- 1941 [The Annihilation of the Polish Eastern 
Borderlands: Polish Landowners in the North-Eastern Borderlands under Soviet 
Occupation, 1939-1941) (Warsaw, 1998). 

119 Between J6zewski's departure in 1938 and the Soviet occupation in 1939 
the Polish military converted about 6,225 Volhynian Orthodox believers to Roman 

(com. on p. 232) 
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observers of Polish politics, if asked in September 1939 to 
name the site of future Ukrainian-Polish clashes, would have 
chosen Galicia. 

If we ask why ethnic cleansing took place in western Ukraine 
rather than in western Belarus, the answer must be pre-war 
nationalism. Ukrainian • nationalists believed that Poles, as 
a national group, were a hindrance to the project of building a 
Ukrainian state. The Poles were defined not as a racial but as a 
political collectivity, expected to behave according to a predict­
ably anti-Ukrainian political logic, therefore to be removed to 
achieve the political end of Ukrainian statehood. This kind of 
nationalism was openly declared in peacetime, when there was 
no chance of political success; in conditions of war, ethnic 
cleansing was national politics by other means. Yet if we ask 
why ethnic cleansing began in one part of west Ukraine rather 
than another, in Volhynia rather than Galicia, the answer must 
be sought in the local particularities of the triple occupation. 
Volhynia was less favourable terrain for nationalist conspiracy 
than Galicia before 1939, but more favourable afterwards. Vol­
hynia was part of the Reichskommissariat, and therefore faced 
a harsher German occupation regime; it was further north, and 
therefore was overrun sooner by Soviet partisans. It was the 
scene of a confrontation between Soviet and German forces 
from autumn 1942, almost two years before the Red Army 
reached Galicia. In Volhynia rather than Galicia the economy 
was reduced to barter by 1942 and then to chaos in 1943. In 
Volhynia the OUN-B had on hand thousands of policemen 
with usefully murderous experience. Because the Final Solu­
tion was implemented locally in Volhynia, it taught policemen 
skills that could be turned to other uses. The Volhynian Holocaust 

(n. 119 cont.) 

Catholicism. In some way, these actions may have prepared Volhynian Ukrainians 
for revenge, though their scale was very small in comparison to the wartime experi­
ences that followed. The programme of forced conversions was directed mainly at 
the Chelm region, in Lublin palatinate, just to the west of Volhynia. The figure 
above is my count of quarterly tabulations submitted by local authorities to the 
Polish Ministry of Internal Affairs for 1938 and the first half of 1939, in AAN, 
MSW, syg. 1746, pp. 1-318. On reconversion, see Andrzej Chojnowski, Koncepcje 
polityki narodowosciowej rzqd6w polskich w latach 1921-1939 [The Conceptions of 
Nationality Policy of Polish Governments, 1921- 1939) (Wroclaw, 1979), 226-34. 
Some hundreds of Orthodox Ukrainians in Volhynia responded to the 1938-9 
campaign by converting to Protestantism; during the war, Ukrainian Protestants 
were prominent among those who sheltered Jews in 1942 and opposed the murder 
of Poles in 1943. 
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of 1941-2 is naturally seen as an ending. Yet the Final Solution 
was not only an effect but a cause, not only the end of Jewish 
history in Volhynia but also a link in a fateful chain of events 
that destroyed historical Volhynia as such. 

The emergence of an ethnically homogenous 'western 
Ukraine' and 'south-eastern Poland', without Jews, and with 
Poles and Ukrainians separated by a state boundary, was one 
episode in the general European movement towards national 
homogeneity. Its effects classify it with the other violent move­
ments of populations, which we may refer to as ethnic cleans­
ing. But what of the causes? This article has stressed the 
immediate, the local and the particular. Yetperhaps the particular 
mechanics of one case may reveal those of others, and the 
comparison thus made may provide the beginning of a general­
ity. Events of the 1940s may, for example, cast light on events 
of the 1990s. The Volhynian cleansings of 1943 do share seven 
features with the Yugoslav cleansings of the 1990s: (1) the pre­
vious collapse of state authority; (2) the cover of a larger war; 
(3) the anticipation of future states to be created; ( 4) dedicated 
cleansers, with military or police training, at work far from 
home; (5) historical propaganda that both requires cleansing to 
be plausible and justifies cleansing already under way; (6) a 
conscious escalatory push by dedicated elites and propagand­
ists, allowing individual experiences to be understood as a 
national war; and (7) a property motive that implicates society 
after the cleansing has begun. Like Yugoslavia, Volhynia was 
the subject of an experiment in national politics that today we 
would call multicultural, which ended just a few years before 
cleansing began. Like Yugoslavia, Volhynia was home to countless 
mixed marriages - and wartime national reidentifications. As 
in Volhynia, so in Yugoslavia the vast majority of the population 
was surprised and disoriented when ethnic cleansings began. 
The terms 'Volhynia' and 'Yugoslavia' left common usage in 
much the same way, as topography came to match demography 
in the European twentieth century. 

Ethnic cleansing supplies painful or triumphant personal 
experiences that link biography to nationality. It can easily be 
seen as the culmination of ancient hatreds or the final stage in 
old political conflicts. In its aftermath, personal suffering and 
national memory blend into an irresistible harmony, a siren's 
call to a false historical past where all that is certain is the 
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death. Those who plan ethnic cleansing mean to obliterate rival 
nations and complex pasts; those who carry it out find them­
selves in need of purposeful denial once war has passed. The 
comparison between Volhynia and Yugoslavia, even presented 
in these very preliminary terms, suggests that the causes of eth­
nic cleansing are neither as unique to cases nor as ancient in 
origins as might be assumed. Uniqueness and age are major 
features in coherent nationalist narratives of historical develop­
ment. Their seeming plausibility suggests rather nationalism's 
mastery of history than the reverse. 

Ethnic cleansing brings about the modern overlap of lan­
guage and land, not • only by removing people from territory, 
but by altering people's views of the world. Its intellectual 
power springs not so much from the violence of national com­
mitment as from the committing of national violence. Ernest 
Renan identified forgetfulness as crucial to the making of 
nations, and it was precisely the scholarly consequences of 
determined violence that he had in mind. Events can be forgot­
ten in their totality and in their details; the present article has 
sought to explain the origins of an obscure but important 
totality-the ethnic cleansing ofVolhynia -by bringing to light 
some forgotten but crucial details about war and occupation. 
Yet Renan's reminder has a broader European implication. To 
have forgotten the particulars of ethnic cleansing may be neces­
sary for the creation of particular national histories. To have 
forgotten the prevalence of ethnic cleansing may have been 
necessary for the creation of European histories in which bor­
ders and nations are unproblematic categories. Throughout the 
twentieth century, ethnic cleansers knew that borders and 
nations were for the making. 

Yale University Timothy Snyder 
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Abstract 

During the past decade, particularly under the presidency of the third Ukrai­
nian president Viktor Yushchenko (2005-2010) there have been repeated attempts 
to turn the leacling figures of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) 
and its armed wing, the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA) into national heroes. As 
these fascist organizations collaborated with the Nazi Germany, carried out ethnic 
cleansing and mass murder on a massive scale, they are problematic symbols for 
an aspiring democracy with the stated ambition to join the European Union. Under 
Yushchenko, several institutes of memory management and myth making were 
organized, a key function of which was to deny or downplay OUN-UPA atrocities. 
Unlike many other fonner Soviet republics, the Ukrainian government did not need 
to develop new national myths from scratch, but imported ready concepts developed 
in the Ukrainian diaspora. Yushchenko's legitimizing historians presented the OUN 
and UPA as pluralistic and inclusive organizations, which not only rescued Jews 
during the Holocaust, but invited them into their ranks to fight shoulder to shoul­
der against Hitler and Stalin. This m:i,ihical narrative relied partly on the OUN's 
own post-war forgeries , aimed at cover up the organization's problematic past. As 
employees of the Ukrainian security services, working out of the offices of the old 
KGB, the legitimizing historians ironically dismissed scholarly criticism as Soviet 
myths. The present study deal~ with the myth-making around the OUN, the UPA, 
and the Holocaust, tracing their diaspora roots and following their migration back 
and forth across the Atlantic. 



Brought to power by the so-called Orange Revolution, the administration ofUkrainian 
president Vik.tor Yushchenko (2005-2010) expressed a clear ambition to orient Ukraine away 
from Russia and toward the EU, NATO, and the Western world. One step in this direction 
was the reassessment of modern Ukrainian history. Old Soviet heroes were reexamined, and 
the anti-Soviet nationalist resistance to Soviet rule reinterpreted in heroic teims. This is all 
part of a long and painfol process of nation building and national consolidation, as Ula·aine 
moves away from Soviet historiography into nation-based history w1iting.1 Following inde­
pendence, and particularly after the Orange Revolution, nationalist and diaspora historical 
interpretations were adopted as the basis for new national myths. This essay addresses one 
particularly sensitive and delicate part of this mythology; the relation ofUhainian nation­
alists-the Bandera wing of the Organization ofUhainian Nationalists, the OlJN(b), and 
its armed forces, the Ukrainian fasurgentArmy, the UPA-to the Jews, a polarizing topic 
which has come to have important political connotations. The purpose here is not to restore 
one single historical "truth." Rather, it is to study the political use of history, the manipula­
tions of the historical record, by tracing the genealogy ofa set ofhistorical myths, circling 
keymythmakers, their choice of material, and its potential for political mobilization, impact 
and political consequences.2 

The first part of this essay considers the legacy of the OUN and the UPA, their political 
ideology, goals, and political orientation. The second part is the story of the manufactuiing of 
the legends of these organizations and the genealogy of these myths as they have migrated 
from Ukraine, developed within the diaspora community, and, after the fall of commu­
nism, been reimported to Ukraine. The third part exa1nines the apologetic narrative of the 
myth-makers, the impact of the myths on Uhainian society and on its neighbors after they 
were elevated to state ideology and promoted by the state secwity organs and government 
propaganda agencies. The essay concludes with im assessment ot: and reflection upon, the 
consequence of the legitimizing narrative and its role in the rise of the far right in Western 
Ukraine following Yushchenko's defeat in 2010. 

The OUN, the UPA, and the Holocaust 
Founded in 1929, the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists becan1e the dominant 

political movement of the Ukrainian far right. It was formed out of a number of radical 
nationalist and fascist groups and was. initially, led by war veterans, frustrated by their fail­
ure to establish a Ukrainian state in 1917-1920. 111 the increasingly authoritarian political 
envi:ronent of interwar Poland, radicalized the Ukrainian nationalists. 

Fascism 

The tenn integral nationalism was applied to the OUN by the American historian John 
Arms1rong.3 The tem1 has stuck, and many pronationalist historians find it preferable to the 
termfafcism, which today canies strong negative connotations and is used colloquially as a 
tenn of abuse. There is no contradiction between fascism and integralism, which is a variety 
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within the fascist tradition.• .tv, for the OUN, integral nationalism is a problematic term. The 
Ukrainian nationalists themselves did not use it, whereas references to fascism and national 
socialism aboui1d in nationalisttexts from the 1930s and 1940s.5 Belonging to a tradition of 
European generic fascism, the OUN emerged out of an amalgamation between the Ukrai­
nian Military Organization and a munber of other exh·eme right-wing organizations, such 
as the Uhainian National Association, the Union ofUhainian Fascists, and the Union for 
the Liberation ofUhaine.6 From the moment ofits founding, fascists were integral to, and 
played a central role in, the organization. The OUN avoided desit,'!lating itself as fascist in 
order to emphasize the "originality" ofUkraiuian nationalism.7In 1941 the organization split 
between a more radical wing, the OUN(b), named after its leader, Stepan Bandera, and a 
more conservative wing, the OUN(m), led by Andrii Mel'nyk. Both were totalitarian, anti­
semitic, and fascist. In terms of tactics, the OUN(m) was more cautious and stayed loyal 
to Nazi Germany throughout the war, whereas the OUN(b) took a more independent line 
vis-a-vis Nazi Germany. The OUN(m) was a smaller and wealcer organi7..ation and plays a 
minor role in the nationalist myth-making today. The main focus of this essay is therefore 
the OUN(b) and its offshoots. 

Roger Griffin offers a broad conceptual model to suggest an eclectic interpretation of 
fascism, seeing it as the main consequence of European society's yearning for a new be­
ginning.' Fascism was hardly a historic anomaly but a well-integrated part of the European 
history in the twentieth century. Following academic tradition, I refer to the generic fascist 
tradition to which the OUN belonged as fascism in lower case, while using upper case to 
refer specifically to Italian Fascism.9 The OUN shared the fascist attributes of antiliberalism, 
anticonservatism, and anticommunism, an am1ed party, totalitarianism, anti-Semitism,Fiih­
re1pri11zip, and au adoption of fascist greetings. Its leaders eagerly emphasized to Hitler and 
Ribbentrop that they shared the Nazi Weltanschau1111g and a connnitment to a fascist New 
Europe. Franziska Bruder, the autl1or of the most detailed study of the organization describes 
"[t]he OUN as a classic representative of a nationalist movement with fascist characteristics 
that appeared in East-Central Europe," an analysis shared by other non-nationalist scholars 
of the OUN.10 

The ideology of the organization was heavily influenced by the philosophy ofDmytro 
Dontsov, Italian Fascism, Nietzsche, and Gennan National Socialism, combining extreme 
nationalism with terrorism, corporatism, and the Fiihreiprinzip. 11 Dontsov translated the 
works ofMussolini, Hitler, Goebbels, Rosenberg, and Franco and published Ukrainian trans­
lations of their works in Vzsnyk and other OUN-affiliated intellectual journals. 10 "Uhainian 
national.ism uses the term nati.onalism in the same way German and Italian nationalisms use 
the te1ms 'Nati.onal Socialism' and 'Fascism' .. . Nationalisms: Fascism, National Social­
ism, Ukrainian nationalism, etc. are different national expressions of the same spirit," wrote 
laroslav Orsban, an influential OUN ideologue.13 The OUN slogan "The Nation Above 
Everything" was taken quite literally, as was the slogan "Ukraine for the Ukrainians." The 
Decalogue of the OUN explicitly called upon its members not to hesitate to enslave foreigners 
and "treat enemies ofYour Nation with hatred and ruthlessness."14 ln 1936 Stepan Bandera 
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indicated the magnitude of the crimes the OUN was prepared to consider in order to achieve 
this goal. "The OUN values tlle life of its members, values it highly; but--0ur idea in our 
understanding is so grand, that when we talk about its realization, not single individuals, nor 
hundreds, but millions of victims have to be sac1ificed in order to realize it."15 

Racism 

The maintenance ofracial pwitywas an important call to the nationalist faithful. OUN 
memhers were guided by a list of behavioral ntles the called "the 44 ntles oflife of a Ukrainian 
nationalist." Number 40 read: "Cherish motherhood as the source of re-generation of life. 
Make your family the ciborium for the racial purity of your Nation."16 TI1e OUN embraced 
a highly racialized discourse, borrowing heavily from the Nazi racial theoreticians Alfred 
Rosenberg and Hans Giinther.17 "Raciology [rayoznavstvo] is the key to world history; 
mastering of the race is the path to world politics ."18 The commitment to racial purity and 
the preservation of the race were taken very seriously by nationalist acti.vists who promoted 
national awareness to police the sexual relations of their imagined community. Mykola 
Sukhovers'.kyi, an OUN(m) activist, reminisced about how they enforced ethnic separation 
among students in Chernivtsy, which in the interwar era was part of Romania: 

In the "Zaporozhe" [student fraternity] we had decided that no member was 
allowed to marry an alien girl-a non-Ukrainian. That decision was made on 
the basis ofMykola Miklmovs'kyi's Decalogue,19 which was printed in the 
Samostiina Ukraina and which stated: "Don't ma1·ry a foreigner, since your 
children will become your enemies." It needs to be recognized that Ukrainians 
who married Romanian girls of course ceased to be good Ukrainians, and their 
children directly cmne to belong to Romanian culture .... I came up with two 
suggestions: 1) if we want to preserve our order, then no aliens are supposed 
to be invited to our parties or dance courses and 2) we should invite Ukrainian 
girls only from peasant homes, from the surrounding areas." 

The OUN(b) perceived the nation as a biological organism: 

The nation emerged organically. In the world there is a coIL~tant struggle for 
existence, development, and power. There is-a struggle between the species: 
... dogs, cats, lions, eagles are animal species; peoples, nations, and tribes 
are human species (Ukrainians, Gennans, l'vluscovites, Gypsies, and Jews); 
there are differences between humans, animals and plants, just as there are 
between human species.21 

Family life must be of Ukrainian character. Its content: the parents (father­
mother) and children have to be Ukrninians. Mixed maniages (Ukrainian­
Polish, Ukrainian-Muscovite, Ukrainian-Magyar, Ukrainian-Jewish) will be 
banned, fonning such unions will be made impossible. We regard their ve1y 
existence and the making of such unions a crime of national treason.02 
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Central to the OUN's racism was the concern that miscegenation would lead to 
degeneration of the racial stock. 

Racial biology [Natsiia-Nauka] also underwrites these conditions. Professor 
Dr. St. Rudnyts 'kyi, in his book On the Basis of Ukrainian Nationalism, writes 
that "mixed marriages with our neighboring peoples arc disadvantageous," 
as they lead to the denationalization of many, and the degeneration of others . 
. . . The reflex against mixed marriages is natural, as it rises out of the instinct 
of self-preservation and growth of the Nation. It is typical for all national[ly 
conscious] societies. Nations in the process of expansion st:Iictly adhere to this 
law. For instance, in Germany racial laws determine the destiny of the people 
and of the individual throughout his entire life (The same is true for Italians, 
and others.) Peoples in decline (spiritually as well as physically) ignore this 
law, which appeals to the instinct of sclt~protection. They are deaf to the health 
and the growth oflife.2.' 

OUN propaganda material identified the Ukrainians in biological terms, but also with 
Biblical undertones: "Ukrainians are those who are blood of our blood and bone of our bone. 
Only Ukrainians have the right to Ukrainian lands and Uh.,ainian names, and Ukrainian 
ideas."24 

The OUN embraced the romantic notion of a national revolution, a mixture of Cossack 
nostalgia, glorification of violence, and sac1ifice in the name of the biologically defined nation. 
In the 1930s the OUN press contained enthusiastic references to the Hajdamaki uprising in 
which many Poles, Uniates, and Jews were slaughtered. 

When this oew, great day [of national revolution] arrives, we will have no 
mercy. 1bere will be no cease-fire, the Pereiaslavl or Hadiach peace treaties 
will not be repeated. A new Zalizniak, a new Gonta will come. There will be 
no mercy, neither for the big, nor the small, and the bard will sing: 'And father 
slaughtered son. '25 

The 1935 progranl for the military education of OUN combatants stressed that "a 
fighter should not hestitate to kill his father, brother, or best fiiend ifhe gets such an order.'~6 

Anti-Semitism 

While the influences from Nazi Gennany had a significant impact on the anti-Semitic 
attitudes of the OUN, the organization had its own anti-Semitic tradition, independent of 
the Nuzis.2'' Uk.Tainian nationalism in Galicia had developed a narrative already in the late 
nineteenth century, complete with an elaborate anti-Jev.ish discourse.28 

The Ukrainian nationalist press of the 1930s carried anti-Semitic articles on a regular 
basis.29 Dontsov himself regularly published anti-Semitic articles in the OUN-affiliated 
press, either under his own authorship or as translations from the leading Nazi theoreticians. 
In a 1929 article in the journal Rozbudova Natsii, the OUN's "intellectual laboratory" and 
leading ideologicaljournal,30 Iurii Mylianych described the Ukrainian Jews as "an alien and 
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predominantly hostile body within our national organism" and urged Ukrainians to develop 
guidelines for a Ukrainian policy toward the Jews. 

How to deal with the Jews? We have over two million of them in Ukraine. 
• . .. Should we allow them to further abuse the Ukrainian national organism? 
Assimilate them? Take them in? Amalgamate them? Get rid of them from 
Ukraine? How? Expel them? Where? It is neither that easy to expel 2 million 
people, nor get rid of them altogether. Nobody wants them; eve1ybody 1s 

only happy to get rid of them. In practice, other than the Sp~mards, no s1.~glc 
European Christian nation ha~ been able to solve the Jewish problem m a 
fully satisfactory way. Various methods have been tried, and not a single one 
of them has solved this issne.31 

In 1938, Volodyrnyr Martynets, the editor of Rozbudova Natsii, described Jews as a 
"parasitical," "morally damaging," "corrupting" and "hostile element," "racially unsuited for 
miscegenation and assimilation." Rather than violent pogroms and mass murder, Martynets ' 
argued that "a total and absolute isolation of the Jews from the Ukrainian people"32 would 
be a more effective solution to the "Jewish problem." 

It is easier to liquidate 44,000 Jews using these methods1 t~'.11; to liquidate 3 ¼ 
million with more radical methods .... All of the poss1b1ltt1es, especially 1f 
combined will decrease the current strength of Jewry and will not only bring 
an end to 'their expansion in our country, but assure a continuous decline in 
the number of Jews, not only through emigration, but also through the decline 
of their natural growth rate. As the Jews _will not be able to make a living, the 
Jews will take care of this themselves."'·' 

Visnyk subscribed to a conspiratorial worldview. It perceived Bolshevism as a tool 
of Jewish dominance. The United States, as well as the Soviet Union, were controlled by 
Jewry, and Jewish interests were setting Britain, France, and the United States against Nazi 
Gemiany. Referring to the United States, Visnyk spoke of "120 million Aryans over the 
ocean, under the yoke of Israel."34 When Mussolini introduced anti-Semitic legislation in 
1938, Vtsnykapprovingly cited the "practical realization" of the "Jewish question''. in Fasc)st 
Italy.35 Nationalist intellechials like Dontsov and Martynets presented the OUN with a racial 
theory. Their repeated rejection of assimilation suggests that the OUN had internalized and 
"wholeheartedly accepted" a full-fledged, racial, anti-Semitic discourse by the late 1930s.36 

The OUN described the 1918-1919 pogroms during the civil war in Ukraine as pru.t ofa 
"social liberation stmggle."37 Radicalized over the 1930s, anti-Semitism became pru.ticularly 
pro1ninent between 1939 and 1943, reaching a high point in 1941-1942:8 Leading m~mbe:s 
of the Bandera wing wanted Ukrainian Jews killed or removed, and offered to part1c1pate m 
the process.39 In A priJ 1941, the OUN (b) declared that they "combat Jews as supporters of the 
Muscovite-Bolshevikregime.'"'° Its propaganda directives in the following month demanded 
the destruction of the Jews: "Ukraine for the Ukrainians! .. . Death to the Muscovite-Jev.'ish 
commune! Beat the commune, save Ukraine!"41 There is no shortage of radical, even 
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eliminatory, anti-Semitism in the writings of senior OUN ideologues and intellectuals, either 
during the interwar period or following the outbreak of the war.42 During the Holocaust, the 
nationalist Ukrainian press in occupied Poland, Ukraine, Gennany, and Bohemia published 
anti-Semitic articles commissioned or endorsed by the German authorities.43 

Nazi Germany ancl the Establishment of 
New national States in Central Europe 

The OUN cooperated closely w.ith other fascist states and movements···--Italy, Japan, 
Spain, and, in particular, Germany. It established contacts with the Iron Guard in Romania 
and later the Chetnik leader Draza Mihailovic.44 'I11e OUN's relations with the Ustase were 
close; the organizations trained their terrorists together in Fascist ltaly. The OUN assassinated 
several leading Polish politic.ians, among them Tadeusz Holowko in 1931 and Bronislaw 
Pieracki in 1934, and provided the Ustase assistance in the assassination of King Alexander 
I of Yugoslavia and the French foreign minister, Louis Barthou, in 1934 .45 In the second half 
of the 1930s, its relations with Nazi Gennany were close. In September 1937, Volodyrnyr 
Martynets' represented the OUN at the Fifth Congress ofNational Socialists Abroad {ji11ifte 
Reichstagung des NSDAP-Verbandes der Auslandsdeutschen) in Stuttgart.46 

The OUN also supported Gem1an efforts to undermine Czechoslovakia.47 Under 
Gemian tutelage, Slovakia declared independence on March 14, 1939. Two days later the 
Slovak leader, Monsignor Jozef Tiso, declared that his state would remove its national 
minorities "in a Christian way," without "cruelty" and "hatred," starting with the Czechs, 
and with the Jews to follow.48 The Slovak constih1tion, which was modeled on Mussolini's 
Italy, Salazar's Portugal, and Schussnig's Austria, made the clerical fascist Hlinka ·s Slovak 
People's Party-Party of Slovak National Unity (Hlinkova slovenska l'udova strana-Strana 
slovenskej narodnej jcclnoty, HSL'S-SSNJ) "the sole representative of the political will of 
the whole state." Jews and Gypsies were denied rights, Magyars and Ukrainians had their 
1ights sharply curtailed.49 The emergence of an independent Slo~akia indicated that Hitl_er 
was willing to break up multiethnic states and support the establishment of separate fascist 
states in Central and Eastern Europe. Other Central European fascists closely monitored 
the development in Slovakia.50 Yet Nazi Germany sent out mixed signals: it had opened a 
consulate in Transcarpathia in October 1938, but when Transcarpath1a followed srnt and 
proclaimed the Republic of Carpatho-Ukraine on March 15, Hitler did not recognize its 
independence, and its government had to flee within a few hours.51 In a May 2, l 939, letter 
to Joachim von Ribbentrop, the OUN leader Andrei M.el'nyk assured the Gem1an Foreign 
Ministry that the OUN Weltanschauung was closely related to that of the Nazis and the 
Fascists and offered to help in the "reorganization" of Eastern Europe.5: On April 10, 1941, 
four days after the Wehrrnacht entered Yugoslavia, the Ustase declared the "resurrection" 
of the so-called Independent State of Croatia (NDH),53 a fascist state in which all political 
parties but the Ustase were banned.54 The OUN(b) leadership in Krakow was electrified by 
the news from Zagreb and sent Usta.se leader Ante Pavelic a congratulatory telegram, en­
thusiastically greeting the establishment of the NDH.55 In April 1941, Andrii Mel'nyk, now 
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the.leader of the OUN(m), proposed to Hitler the creation ofa Greater Ukraine, stretching 
from the Danube to the Caspian Sea.56 Dreams of a Ukrainian empire had been nourished 
by both ~ings of the OUN, and the aspiration for territorial expansion was shared by all 
Ea~t-Central European fascistmovements.57 Like their Slovak and Croatian counte1parts, the 
OUN combined tenitorial expansion with a quest for ethnic "purity.'ti8 The OUN ideologue 
My kola Stsibors 'kyi envisioned the state as a "natsiol,.Tatiid' or a "natiocracy," an ethnically 
defined totalitarianism.59 The OUN perceived a "Ukraine for the Ukrainians" a~ an ethni­
cally cleansed totalitarian state, where all other political parties were to be banned.60 And, 
like Ti.so's Slovakia, Pavelic's Croatia, andAntonescu's Romania, the OUN embarked on 
an eliminationist project to "purify'' their nation of"alien" racial elements.61 

Barbarossa and Pogroms in Western Ukraine, 1941 

Following the German and Soviet invasion of Poland, many leading OUN members 
gathered in the German-occupied part of Poland, the General Governement. They were 
further radicalized by the brutal Soviet occupation of Western Ukraine in I 939-1941 and 
by the ideological and military training of many of their leaders by Nazi Germany from 
1938-1939 onwards.62 Referring to itself as a "natural ally" of Nazi Germany and the Axis 
powers, the OUN(b) declared its readiness to go to war against the USSR.63 

In Berlin on June 17, 1941, Reinhard Heydricli, the head of the Reich Security Main 
Office, gathered dozens of SS and police personnel to share with them his instrnctions 
regarding the encouragement of so-called selt~cleansing actions.64 A week later, on June 
25, 1941, in a letter to Bandera, laroslav Stets'ko wTote, "We are setting up a militia that 
will help remove the Jews and protect the population.''°5 Instructions issued to the OUN(b) 
militias urged them to cleanse the terrain of hostile elements. 

In the time of chaos and confusion it is possible to permit the liquidation of 
undesirable Polish, Muscovite, and Jewish activists, especially supporters of 
Bolshevik-Muscovite imperialism.66 

Destroy the officer stafl: shoot the Muscovites, Jews, NKVD men, the political 
instructors. and all who want war aod our death! 67 

The Jews arc to be isolated, removed from positions to avoid sabotage, 
Muscovites and Poles even more so. If there is an absolute need to retain, for 
example, a Jew in the econorni.c administration, one of our militiamen must 
be placed over him, and should liquidate him for the slightest transgression. 
Only Ukrainians, not foreign enemies, can be leaders in the various branches 
of life. The assimilation of Jews is excluded.68 

OUN activists participated in the July 1941 pogroms, in which many of them displayed 
an above-average brutality.69 Upon their arrival in L'viv the commandos of the Ukra.inian 
Nachtigall Battalion could rely on a fanatically anti-Semitic auxiliary contingent with good 
knowledge oflocal conditions.70 OUN flyers, distributed in the first days oftbe Gennan in-
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vasion, urged the population: "Don't throw away your weapons yet. Take them up. Destroy 
the enemy ... People!-Know this!-Moscow, the Hungarians, the Jews-these are your 
enemies. Destroy them."71 

On June 30, 1941, the OUN(b) issued the "Act of Renewal Ukrainian Statehood" (Akt 
vidnovlennia Ul..Tains 'koi Derzhavy, or A/,,1 ), hoping that Ukraine would obtain a status 
similar to that ofTiso's Slovakia or Pavelic's Croatia.72 The tv,enty-nine-year-old firebrand 
Iaroslav Stets'ko presented himself as its p1ime minister on behalf of Stepan Bandera.73 His 
proclamation appears modeled on th.e Ustase declaration, which it follows closely, but in 
its explicit references to Hitler it went further than the Slovaks and Croats. Stets'ko speci­
fied that the new state would "cooperate closely with National Socialist Greater Gennany 
. .. under the Fithrer AdolfHitler.'>74 On July 3, 1941, he sent letters to the other European 
fascist leaders: Hitler, Mussolini, Franco, and Pavelic, emphasizing that Iris state was a loyal 
member of the new, fascist .Europe, the support of which he now sought. He explained to 
th.e Croati.ari. Poglavnik Pavelic that "both revolutionary nations, hardened in battle, will 
guarantee the establishment of healthy circumstances in the Europe of the new order."75 

The declaration of Ukrainian: statehood was accompanied by violent pogroms. 
Stets'ko's ''government'' expressed its willingness to annihilate the Jews of Ukraine, and 
Stepan Lenkavs 'kyi, its main propagandist, advocated the physical destruction ofUkrainian 
Jewry. Stets'ko endorsed "the destruction of the Je\vs and the expedience of bringing Ger­
man methods of extemiinating Jewry to Ukraine, baning their assimilation and the like.'~6 

Grzegorz Rosso linski-Liebe refers to the OUN (b) p Jans to evacuate or annihilate .the ethnic 
minorites and replace them with "ethnic" Ukrainians to be resettled on "ethnic" Ukrainian 
lands as a Ukrainian Genera/plan Ost.n Between June 30 and July 3, 1941, massive pogroms 
claimed the lives of four thousand Jews in Lviv alone.78 The pa1ticipation of OUN militias in 
the murder ofJews is well documented, from OUN con-espondencewith the Nazis, their own 
tliers and directives, down to movies and photos ofUkrainian militiamen in action. Some can 
be identified from the photos.79 OUN(b) documents establish the collaboration between the 
Ukrainianrnilitia and the Welumacht injointAktionen againstJews.80 Similar pogroms took 
place across Western Ukraine.81 At least 58 pogroms are documented in Western Ukrainian 
cities, the estimated number of victims of which range between 13,000 and 35,000.82 The 
Nachtigall BataJlion, consisting almost exclusively of OUN(b) activists serving in German 
unifonns under Shukheyvch's command, carried out ma~s shootings of Jews near Vinnytsia 
in July 1941.83 Stets 'ko described the pogroms in June 1941 as Ukrainian self-defense.84 

The OUN(b) leadership hoped that, faced witl1 a fait accompli, the Nazis would ac­
cept a fascist Ulo:aine as a vassal state. They were encouraged by signals from the circle 
aroundAlfred Rosenberg and witl1i11 Abwehr, the Genuan military intelligence service, who 
promoted a geopolitical vision in which the dismantled Soviet Union would be replaced 
by a reduc.ed Muscovite Russia and a number of buffer states, including a Greater Finland, 
Baltica, Ukra.ine, and the Caucasus.85 Hitler and his closest men opposed Ukrainian state­
hood, pursuing instead colonial plans of exploitation which greatly complicated OUN(b )­
Nazi relations. Bandera was arrested on July 5 and brought to Berlin, where he was put 
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under house arrest. Bandera and Stets'ko appear to have continued clandestine political 
activities for some time. Not only the Nazis, but also the OUN(m) rejected the legitimacy 
of the June 30 declaration. OnAugust 30, 1941, their senior activists Stsibors'kyi and Senyk 
were assasinated, in all likelihood by the OUN(b).86 On September 15 Bandera was again 
an-ested and kept in a Berlin prison as an honorary prisoner until October 1943. He was 
then transferred to the Sachsenhausen concentration camp, north of Berlin, where he and 
Stets'ko were placed in comparatively comfortable confinement in the Zellenbau, a special 
barrack5 for high profile political prisoners. In October 1944 he was released and resumed 
his collaboration.87 Other OUN(b) leaders, among them Roman Shukhevych and many future 
UPA commanders, continued to serve in German uniform until 1943, Thus, the OUN(b) 
"break" with Nazi Germany was half-hearted, and contacts were retained on several levels 
until the end, and even after the war. 

1943: Political Reorientation After the Battle of Stalingrad 

'lbe battles of Stalingrad and Kursk were major turning points in the war, foreshadowing 
the collapse of the Axis powers and forcing the OUN to reassess its strategy and search fornew 
strategic allies. In the spring of1943, armed OUN(b) units under Dmytro Kliachkivs'kyi and 
Roman Shukhevych took control of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (Ukrains 'k:a Povstans 'ka 
Armiia, UPA) from the group ofTaras Bul'ba-Borovets', its original founder.88 \Yhlle these 
forces were anti-Semitic and carried out pogroms and murders of the local JewJSh popula­
tion, they rejected the fanaticism of the OUN(b ).89 The original UPA, which ha~ ?een created 
under the name Polis'ka Sich (the Polessie Riflemen), was loyal to the Ukrruruan People's 
Republic in exile and refused to recognize Stets'ko's June 30 "renewal" of statehood as 
Jegitimate.90 When the UPA forces refused to subordinate themselves to the OUN(b), the 
Bande1ites took control by force and unleashed a campaign of terror in which many of the 
leaders of the original UPA were killed.91 

The new leadership consisted of ruthless OUN(b) activists, most of whom were trained 
in Nazi Genna.ny, and many were deeply involved in the Holocaust. The Ukrainian gendar­
merie, Hilj.ifi·eiwillige (volunteers), and, in particular, the so-called Schutmiannschaften, had 
been central to the implementation of the Holocaust in Ukraine and Belarus. Often they were 
tasked with the dirty.work, the Schmutzarbeit, of the Nazis, sealing off areas for the murder 
of Jews, communists, and pro-Soviet partisans.92Among the UPA officers who. had been 
trained by Nazi Gennany or had served in the police, gendarmerie, and military organs, we 
find the supreme commander and the chief of the general staff of the UPA, the commanders 
or chiefs of staffs of all three areas ofUPAactiviti.es (the UPA-North, UPA-West, and UPA­
South), the commanders or chiefs of staff in at least nine out of eleven military districts. 
Since biographical data on the occupations of a large proportion of the UPAcommanders are 
lacking for the years 1941-1943, the percentage of former policemen is ~kely to be hi~her. 
Former policemen constituted at least half of all UPAmembers from spnng 1943 until the 
end of that year, and a very significant proportion thereafter.93 
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The OUN(b) expanded the UPA by means of a forced draft and the political ten-or 
created by its dreaded security service Sluzhba Bezpeki OUN (SB OUN). Tims, the UPA 
leadership came to consist of ruthless OUN(b) men, whereas many foot soldiers were forc­
ibly drafted from the local population. Soviet and German rep01ts both ce1tify how discipline 
was maintained by terror. TI1e Soviets wrote that 

forty percent of the regular soldiers of the UPA are volunt_eers, .the rest are 
forcibly mobilized. In the Rivne oblast' the men were mob1hzed by the threat 
of physical extermination . . . : Desertions among_ the men f~rcibl)'. mobilized 
into the UPA has-increased m December 1943 m connection with the Red 
Army's successful advance into the territories ofWestern .Ukraine.""' 

A German report from December 1943 gives the following description of the SB OUN: 

The nationalist Ukrainian Insurgent Army has set up a 'security service.' 
We were able to an-est the representative of the 'national-Ukrainian security 
service' in the Rivne district. He said that this security service is a subordinate 
group of UPA and has the following tasks: extermination of Communist 
Party members, Poles and Germans, extennination of deserters, supervising 
ofuonlocals, drafting young people into the Ukrainian nationalist movement 
and the Insurgent Army." 

Murder 

The training provided by these collaborating forces was essential to the 1943-1944 
UPA campaign of ethnic cleansing of Poles, Jews, and other minorities, the organization 
and execution of which closely resembles the anti-Jewish and anti-Partisan operations in 
1941 and 1942.96 Philip Friedman, a pioneer on the history of Jews and the UPA, placed the 
UPA's anti-Jewish murders within the context of its cleansing of Western Ukraine of ethnic 
minorities: "Sometime in the winter of 1.942-1.943 the various Ukrainian partisan groups 
began an intense fight against all non-Ukrainians. Jews who escaped from the ghettos were 
seized on the highways, in villages, or in the forests, and were put to death."97 The timing of 
the UPA's assault on the Jews largely coincides with the violent takeover of the organization 
by the OUN(b), with former auxiliary police men, kno-wn asSchutzmanner, particularly from 
the 20 I Battalion, assuming command. Bul'ba-Borovets was honified by the mass murders 
carried out by the new Banderite UPAleaders. Writes Karel Berkhoff: "According to Boro­
vets', the Bande1ites (he mentions Lebed) in1posed a collective death sentence on the Poles 
of"western Ukraine" in March 1943, sent him a list of demands in April that included their 
'cleansing,' and instructed the UPA in June to complete the 'cleansing' operation as soon 
as possible.'"'8 In April 1943 Mykola Lebed', the acting leader of the OUN(b ), advocated a 
policy ''to cleanse the entire revolutiona1y territory of the Polish population. '119 The "mass 
extermination" was organized by Dmytro Kliachkivs'k.-yi, known under the nom--de-guerre 
Klym Savur.1oc, The UPA's ethnic cleansing of the Poles in Volhynia and Galicia conti?ued 
through 1943 and much of 1944, until the a:nival of the Soviets. Whereas the U PA also killed 
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Jews, Czechs, Magyars,Annenians, and other ethnic minorities, Poles were their main target. 
"Long live the great, independent Ukraine without Jews, Poles, orGennans. Poles behind the 
San, the Germans to Berlin, and Jews to the gallows," went one OUN(b) slogan in the late 
fall of 194 J .10l UPA soldiers testify that orders to murder Poles often overlapped with those 
to murder surviving Jews, 102 something that was reflected in the military songs of the UPA. 
An OUN song had the following lyiics: "We will butcher the Jews, strangle the Poles, and 
establish a Ukrainian state!"103Another Polish survivor recalled that UPA soldiers pa~sing 
through the Polish colony ofGh;boczyca in Volodymyr-Volyiiskyi county singing: "Vyrizaly 
my zhydiv, vyrizhemo i liakhiv, i staroho, i maloho do iednoho; Poliakiv vyrczhem, Ukrainu 
zbuduiem" (Y-/e slaughtered the Jews, we'll slaughter the Poles, old arid young, every one; 
we'll slaughter the Poles, we'll build Ukraine.)104 

The murderers used primaiily fann tools-scythes, knives and pitchforks.105 Orthodox 
priest~ blessed such weapons in their churches.106 The bodies were often badly mutilated, 
partly as a byproduct of intimate murder, but were futher tampered with in order to dehumai1-
ize the victinl and strike terror. Some had their stomachs cut open, noses cut off; or faces 
smashed in. The display of dismembered, crucified, or disemboweled bodies was mefillt to 
instill fear and panic and encourage the Volhynian Poles toflee.107 Polish and Jewish survivors' 
accounts emphasize the brutality of the murders. Moshe Maltz, a survivor, wrote in his diary: 

When the Bandera gangs seize a Jew, they consider it a prize catch .... They 
literally slash Jews to pieces with their machetes_ IDs 

Bandera men ... are not discriminating about who they kill; they are gunning 
down the populations of entire villages .... Since there are hardly any Jews 
left to kill, the Bandera gangs have turned on the Poles. They are literally 
hacking Poles to pieces. Every day ... you can see the bodies of Poles, with 
wires around their necks, floa_ting down the river Bug.109 

TI1e OUN(b) 's reorientation toward the West in 1943 was accompanied by a change in 
ideology, following its third, extraordinary congress inAugust thatyeai. The overt racism was 
toned down and official OUN-UPA statements were increasingly wrapped in a democratic 
and inclusive rhet01ic, but their mass murder of national mino1ities continued unabated.110 

The UP A's anti-Jewish violence culminated in ]ate 1943 and early 1944.1' 1 In what appears a 
deliberate strategy, ,"l.llviving Jews were lured out of their hiding places and murdered.' 12 In 
1943, the security service of the OUN(b) in Volhyiriaissued orders to "physically exterminate 
Jews who were hiding in the villages."11 3 The murders of Poles and Jews continued through 
the winter and spring of 1944.'14 The estinlates vary; Grzegorz Motyka estimates that the 
UPA killed one or two thousand Jews, mainly in Volhynia;115 John-Paul Himka estimates 
the number as "several thousand, but perhaps the nwnberwas much higher."116 This should 
be put in relation to the docwnented 88,700 Polish victims of the UPA_\ 17 The murders were 
carried out along ethnic lines in an area with many mixed Polish-Ukrainian families. Polish 
survivor testimonies contain gruesome accounts ofhow the UPA forced family members to 
take part in murders of their relatives. I18 
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On tbe initiative of the OUN(b), negotiations with the SS and its Security Service 
(Sicherheitsdienst, SD) were resumed on March 5, 1944. Father Ivan Hryn'okh, who had 
seived as army chaplain in the Nachtigall Batallion and Batallion 201119 and represented the 
OUN(b) in the negotiations, emphasized that 

those who believe that the Bandera group considers the Gem1an Reich as their 
opponent are mistaken. The political situation in the Great Russian lands could 
have played out quite differently if the German Reich in 1941 had recognized 
the Ukrainian right to establish its own state administration. Without any 
doubt, Ukraine would have been satisfied with a state administration, such 
as a protectorate. But as this hope was not fulfilled, the Bandera group was 
forced to continue its illegal activities, yet strictly maintaining the rules not 
to attack German interests and aim all its forces toward the preparation for a 
decisive struggle against the Muscovites. uo 

By March 1944, the U.PAwas sharing info1mation with the German authorities on their 
murder of"Poles, bandits, and Jews." Fonnal cooperation with the Gennan Security Pol.ice, 
Sicherheitspolizei (SiPo) and the SD was resumed in May 1944.121 The Gennan autho1ities 
released Ba.Ildera in October 1944.122 

Jews in the OUN-UPA? 

V.1hile the OUN and the UPA took pa1t in the mass murder ofJews, there are exainples 
of individual Jews surviving the Holocaust ,vithin the ranks of the UPA. The Holocaust 
changed not only the etluric and cultural landscape of Western Ukraine. The murder of the 
Jews removed cobblers, tanners, smiths, and otl1er professions in which ·the Jews had been 
prominent. Accounts of the war years show that people had problems with for coats and 
boots falling apai1, after the Jews were removed. The UPA suffered an acute shortage of 
nurses and doctors. John-Paul Himka describes the relationship between the UPA and indi­
vidual Jews who survived the war within its ranks as "a marriage of convenience between 
a partisan unit desperately in need of doctors and nurses and Jews desperately in need of a 
place that would keep them out of the bands of the Gennans."123 

Ukrainian sources speak of a considerable number ·of Jewish physicians, 
dentists, and hospital attendants who served in the ranks of the UPA. The 
question is: Why did only a small number .of them remain alive? The 
Bandera groups also utilized other Jewish skilled workers. According to 
Lew Shankowsky, practically every UPA group had a Jewish physician or 
pharmacist, as well as Jewish tailors, shoemakers, barbers, and the like. Again 
the question arises: What happened to these hundreds of thousands of Jewish 
professionals and skilled workers'/ Betty Eisenstein states that in the spring of 
1943 the Bandera groups began to imitate the German tactics of "selection." 
Only the skilled workers were left alive, and they were concentrated in special 
camps, where they worked at their trades or on the farms. One such camp, 
established in April 1943 near Poryck, Volhynia, contained more than 100 
Jews. A second camp, which had some 400 Jews, was located in Kudrynki, 

13 



nearly 20 miles from Tuczyn, Volhynia. Eisenstein reports that at the approach 
of the Soviet army the Bandera groups liquidated the Jews of the camps. 124 

1n late 1943 and early 1944 some of the few remaining Jews of Western Ukraine were 
invited into the ranks of the UPA, but many were executed when the Soviets were approaching 
and they were no longer useful.125 The UPA had three main targets: Soviet partisans, Poles, 
and Jewish refugees, while Germans were generally exempt from UPAattacks.126 While anti­
German sentiments were widespread, according to captured activists, at the time of the Third 
Extraordinary Congress of the OUN(b), held in August 1943, its anti-German declarations 
were intended to mobilize support against the Soviets, and stayed mostly on the paper. They 
did not result in any major, or lasting changes in the OUN's relations to Nazi Germany.127 

The OUN(b) leader Mykola Lebed' opposed military attacks on Gem1an interests,128 ,md 
Roman Shukhevych strongly opposed the decided anti-Gennan actions, wanting to aim all 
attacks exclusively against the Soviets.129 UPAgroup North repeatedly requested permission 
to take up anns against the Gennans, but the leadership always turned them down.130 There 
were, however, clashes. six percent of the UPA.and OUN(b) leaders, and 0.3 percent of the 
SB OUN leaders in Volhynia were killed by Giirman forces.131 

Inventing a Comfortable Past 
The outcome of the battle of Stalingrad had changed the geopolitical situation and 

necessitated a reorientation. The OUN(b) now started to do away with its overtly fascist at­
tributes. In February I 943 the Third Congress of the OUN(b) decided that raising the right 
arm was no longer to be considered an obligatory party salute132 and began to remove any 
references to it in their own documents.133 The leadership of the original UPA protested the 
OUN(b)'s violent takeover of their organization and found their hijacking of the UPA brand 
name cynical. Wheras the original UPA had indeed taken up anns against the Gennans., 
senior OUN(b) leaders, among them Roman Shukhevych, had repeatedly volunteered their 
services to Nazi Ge1many and served in German uniforms until 1943 .13' In an open Jetter 
to the OUN(b) leaders, Bul'ba-Borovets' reminded them that "when, in July of 1941 the 
Ukrainian Insurgent Army, the 'Polis'ka Sich,' started its am1ed resistance, you took a nega­
tive position, which you maintained until the last minute."135 His observation was prophetic: 
the appropriation of the nanie UPA would indeed be used in post-1943 OUN(b) propaganda 
to whitewa5h its activities in 1941 -1942 by predating its 1943 "break" with Nazi Gennany. 
The manipulation of the OUN legacy forms an unbroken chain from 1943 until today. Jn 
October 1943, the OUN(b) embarked upon a project to revise its history, manufacturing a 
version more presentable to its new intended allies. In October 1943 the Homeland Leader­
ship (Kmiovyi Provid) of the OUN in Western Ukraine ordered the preparation of 

a special collection of documents which would affirm that the anti-Jewish 
pogroms and liquidations were carried out by the Gennans themselves without 
the help of the Ukrainian police, and that, on the contrary, before the shootings, 

14 

the Gennans made the Judenrat ... confirm the cooperation of Ukrainian 
police in the actions.'" 

The_ OUN(b) leaders issued explicit instuctions on how to blmne po!,rroms and anti­
Jewish violence on the Germans and Poles, ordering the preparation of 

c. Lists that would con/inn tlmt the Gem1ans carried out anti-Jewish 
pogroms and liquidations by themselves, without the participation or help of 
the Ukrainian police, and instead, before carrying out the executions, urged 
the Jewish committee or the rogues themselves to confirm with their signatures 
the presence of the Ukrainian police and its involvement .i.n the actions. 

d. Material that would clearlv confirm that Poles had infiltrated and 
taken part in anti-Jewish pogroms and at the same tinie that they had served 
as the hirelings and agents of the Gennans in their struggle with Ukrainians. 137 

One of these collections, ''The Book of Facts" (Do pochatla.1 l01yha faktiv), was aimed 
at deflecting attention from OUN(b) and UPA participation in the Holocaust. Writte1.1 in the 
form of a chronicle, and made to appear to .date from 1941, this was an attempt to create 
a "convenient'' set of documents, after it was clear that Ge1many was losing the war.138 It 
claimed that the Gennans asked the OUN(b )'to take pa1t in a three-day pogrom in early July 
1941, but that the OUN(b) regarded it as a German provocation, and refused. "The OUN 
leading activists infonned themselves and infonned the leading cadres that this was a Gennan 
provocation to compromise Ukrainians through pogroms in order to give the German police 
a pretext to get involved and ,' enforce order,' and, what is more serious, to divert the energy 
of the Uki:ainian community from the political problems of the struggle for independent 
statehood, to the slippery road of anarchism, crimes, and violence."139 

On November 1, 1943, the central command of the lJPAi.ssued a directive "to em­
phasize that we tolerate all nationalities---also Jews, who work toward Ukrainian statehood. 
They will remain Ukrainian citizens with full civic rights. Regarding this we need to talk 
to Jewish doctors and other professionals, who are part of our effort."140,Around the same 
time, the UPA published propaganda leaflets aimed at other ethnic minorities: Georgians, 
Uzbeks, Kazakhs, Turkmans, Poles, Belarusians, Russians, Czechs, and others. 141 Prona­
tionalist scholars often emphasize the UPA's multinati01ial, internationalist nature when its 
murders of Poles, Jews, and other minorities are brought up. Whereas in 1942, OUN(b) 
flyers and posters c.ornmemorating the first anniversary of the declaration of Ukrainian 
"statehood'' contained explicit anti-Semitic references, after 1943 the rhetoric changed. In 
1947 and 1948, the OUN-UPAannual commemoration was presented as an oppositional, 
anti-Gennan step. 142 At this time, the OUN's denial of its own antiaSemitism was already 
categorical. In 1947, the OUN issued an English-language propaganda leaflet in post-war 
Poland, which maintained, 

We have never edited nor spread nowhere ... any anti-Jewish leaflets. In all 
our political literature, underground revolutionary papers and proclamations, 
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neither now, nor at the time of the German occupation you would seek in vain 
if ooly ooe word [was] directed against the Jews. Like objections a.re nothing 
other as a sterling invective aod lie. As well as we have never taken part in 
any anti-Jewish actions. 143 

Even though the OUN from 1943 denied its anti-Semitic legacy, its propaganda 
material still contained anti-Semitic undertones.144 The foreign section of the OUN(b ), 
Zakordom1a Chastyna OUN, or ZCh OUN, which could operate freely in the West, did not 
seek coop.eration with Jewish ( and Russian) emigre groups, and its leadership continued to 
embrace anti-Semitic stereotypes of Jews as the avant-garde of Bolshevism.145 Jews were 
not a "truly" national people, sii1ce they lacked a definite ethnograhic territory. Jews rarely 
figured in the post-war OUN material, as the organization regarded the Holocaust as having 
"resolved" the "Jewish question."146 In March 1950, the OUN-UPA published a pamphlet, 
Jews-Citizens of Ukraine, declaring, in democratic, inclusive language that it regarded 
Jews as citizens in the state for which it was fighting.147 The anonymous authors of this 
one declaration ainled exclusively at the Ukrainian Jews, even refer to them by the Soviet 
term evrei, not their customary zhyd. The declaration, issued immediately after the killing 
of Shukhevych, at a time when the UPA was essentially defeated, is best understood as an 
attempt to woo the Western world and to seek its support as their insurgency was defeated. 
Yet, even this leaflet ends with a thinly veiled threat, based upon the same old stereotypes 
of Jewish disloyalty and communist leanings. 

We, the Ukrainian revolutionaries tum to you: 
Remember, that You are on Ukrainian land and that it is in Your own interests 
to live in agreement with its legitimate rulers-the Ukrainians. Stop being a 
fifth column in the hands of the Muscovite-Bolshevik imperialists. The moment 
when the times ofKhmel'ntyskyi will be repeated is not loo far away. Yet this 
time we would like it to take place without anti-Jewish pogroms. We do not 
want a repetition of what Your poets described in the following words: 

Bitter tears were pouring 
Over the souls of good and honest men, 
Whose bloody was flowing 
Like the water of mountain creeks. 

Today, during the times ofharsh struggle the Ukrainian people for its freedom, 
for national independence, we turn to You, Jews--citizens of Ukraine: 
Remind those brothers of your nationality, whose hands are helping the Kremlin 
robbers crucify our people. Tell them to stop their criminal activities. 148 

Stepan Lenkavs'kyi was responsible for the propaganda activities of the Zakordonna 
Chastyna OUN, a key task of which was clearing the past of the movement itself.149 The 
Banderite narrative represented their own legacy as a "heroic Ukrainian resistance against 
the Nazis and the Communists" which had been "misrepresented and maligned" by "Mos­
cow propaganda"; the OUN(b) and the UPA were fighting "not only for Ukraine, but also 
for all of Europe."150 
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The OUN(b) regularly censored any documents that contradicted the in1age they wanted 
to p.roduce-,uch as Stets 'ko 's 194 I declaration ofloyalty to Hitler and Nazi Gennany. The 
whereabouts of the many UPA leaders, who like Shukhevych served in Gennan unifonn 
in 1944, were omitted from their biographies, their break with the Nazis predated. By 1946 
Shukhevych, who himself had actively opposed attacks on Gennan interest, presented the 
OUN's activities in 1943 as "an anned insurgency, including the wide popular masses, in 
other words the entire Ukrainian people, in that snuggle against the Gennan occupant."151 

In 1948 the OUN activist Petro Poltava (a pseudonym), clainled that "the OUN under the 
leadership of Stepan Bandera conducted a massive struggle of the entire people [masovu 
vsenarodnu borot 'bu] against the Hitlerite occupants in 1941-1944."152 Other nationalist 
stories of OUN-UPA resistance against the Nazis, such as Kosyk and Stets'ko's postwar 
claims that the commander of the Nazi Stonntroopers, (theSturmabtei!ung, SA) Viktor Lu­
tze was killed by UPA unit in Volhynia in 1943, are entirelyfictional.153 Nevertheless, these 
claims, uncritically repeated by pro-UPA historians came to enter th.e nationalist canon.154 

Diaspora Nationalist Myth-making: The Fanatics 

The Bandera group dominated heavily among Ukrainian emigres-U.S. intelligence 
reports estimated that 80 percent of the Ukrainian Displaced Persons (DPs) frorn Galicia 
remained loyal to Bandera, who tried to establish a dictatorship in exile that would be trans­
ferred to a liberated Ukraine. They benefited from their pre-existing clandestine political 
network. In the in1111ediate postwar period, Bandera was protected by a group of fom1er 
SS men. 155 The US Army Counterintelligence Corps (CIC) desc1ibed him as "extremely 
dangerons," surrotmded by bodyguards ready to "do away with any person who may be 
dangerous to him or his party. 156 

The OUN(b) maintained discipline by the use of systematic terror and kept kidnap­
ping, murdc1ing, and abusing political opponents well into the 1970s. The main center of its 
activity was in Bavaria, in the U.S. zone .of occupation, where Evhen Lozyns'kyi was the 
local providnyk, or leader, for the OUN(b ).157 West Geiman police reports contain estimates 
that the Bandera movement carried out about one hundred assassinations in Germany after 
the war.158 

In the immediate postwar years the OUN(b) split over its fascist legacy. Bandera 
denounced its democratic fa~ade, which he called a tactical maneuver, and dismissed as 
"Sucking up to the West."159 This led to a clash between the committed totalitarians Bandera, 
Stets'ko, Lenkavs'kyi, and their associates and the group around Mykola Lebed' , Lev and 
Daria Rebet, and Ivan Hryn' okh, who wanted to retain the program of the Third Extraordinary 
Congress of the OUN(b).160 Bandera, who refused to give up theFiihre1prinzip, terrorism, 
and the conspiratorial methods,161 expelled members of the growing opposition, resulting in 
June 1948 in a full break between the Bandera-Stets'ko (ZCh OUN) and Lebed' -Hryn'okh 
groups (Foreign Representation of the Ukrainian Supreme Liberation Council Ukrains'kn 
Holovna Jj,zvol'na Rada, UHVR, Zakordonne Predstavnytstvo ZP UHVR).162 The hatred 
between Bandera and Lebed' became so personal and intense163 that Lebed' personally 
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fired a gun at Bandera and ordered his followers to kill him.164 In 1948, the Bandera group 
planned to assassinate the Soviet foreign minister, Andrei Vyshinskii during his upcoming 
visit to the UN General Assembly in Paris.165 Bandera ·s group financed its tenorist actvities 
by producing counterfeit U.S. dollar bills.166 By 1951 they turned vocally anti-American, as 
the United States did not support the OUN aim of an independent Ukraine.167 The OUN(b) 
papers spewed anti-American rhetoric, their thugs terrorized political opponents among 
the e:migres, intimidating Ukrainians who worked for the United States.168 The CIA later 
lost interest in Bandera as an agent, as did the British MI6.169 By 1954, the CIA described 
Bandera as a "mthless" "terTOrist" and "bandit type," "politically unacceptable to the US 
Govemment."170 The CIA would have liked to get rid of him and advocated the "political 
neutralization ofBanderaas an individual."171 At the same time it was concerned about Soviet 
plots against Bandera after a covert Soviet team had entered the American zone ofGennany 
in June 1946 to kidnap him.172 "The Soviets are not allowed to kidnap or kill him . . . under 
no circumstances must Bandera be all.owed to become a martyr."173 Instead, the OUN(b) 
oriented itself toward authoritarian right-wing dictatorships, whose support they sought. 

The OUN(b) organized an umbrella organization for fascist and authoritarian east 
European movements, called the Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of Nations (ABN), linking former 
members ofTiso's government, former Nazis,-Romanian Legionnaires, the &'Uccessors of 
the Ustase. It came to cooperate closely with Franco's Spain, and became an active partici­
pant of the World Anti-Communist League (WACL).174 The OUN(b) was negotiating with 
the Spanish authorities about providing training in Spanish military academies for former 
members of the UPA and the Waffen-SS division Galizien, a Ukrainian collaborationist 
fonnation established in April 1943.175 While Bandera's July 1954 audience with Franco 
was cancelled in the last minute,176 Stets'ko met with Franco and Chiang Kai-shek in 1955 
and 1956.177 The OUN(b) sought to provoke a revolutionary uprising in the Soviet Union 
in order to split the Soviet army, get rebel control over Soviet nuclear weapons, seeking a 
nuclear confrontation with Moscow.178 The movement developed an intese cult around the 
concept of sacrificial death. Following Bandera's assassination by the KGB in 1959, the 
OUN(b) cult of personality around its martyred leaders was further intesified. By 1968, 
when the OUN(b) held its Fourth Congress they were elevated to the status of religious 
icons, included in prayers to "the nationalist Trinity-Konovalets, Shukhevych, Bandera.'; 79 

Nationalist Myth-Making: the Jntellectuals-OUN(z) and Proloh 

The Western allies generally preferred cooperation vvith the group around Mykola 
Lebed' .180 The OUN(z) group, which included Volodymyr Martynets' and Volodyrnyr 
Kubijovyc, now presented themselves as democrats.181 Vasyl' Kuk, Shukhevych's suc­
cessor, described Lebed' as a nondogrnatic, but susp.icious politician.182 From his exile in 
Rome, Lebed' established contact with U.S. intelligence in 1945.183 While describing him 
as "very radical, possibly more so than Bandera,"184 "a well-known sadist and collaborator 
of the Gennans,"185 the CIA nevertheless realized the value of his knowledge and contact 
network and cultivated close relations with his group.186 During the early Cold War, extreme 
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nationalism and fascism were retooled and employed by Western intelligence services in 
the struggle against the USSR.187 One CIA analyst argued that "some form of nationalist 
feeling continues to exist [in Ukraine] and ... there is an obligation to support it as a cold 
warweapon."188 The CIA and the state department sponsored Lebed's 1949 immigration into 
the United States, and shielded him from the immigration authorities and from prosecution 
for war crimes until the 1990s.189 In 1956, the CIA incorporated a set of networks under 
Lebed's .leadership as the nonprofit Proloh (Prologue) Research andPublishingAssociation, 
funded by the CIA. Through Father Ivan Hryn' okh, Proloh maintained an office in Munich, 
called the "Ukrainische Gesellschaft fur Auslandsstudien."190 Proloh came to preside over 
a significant anticommunist propaganda network: radio broadcasts, newspapers, book 
publishing, and the intellectual journal Suchasnist '. Its orientation was nationalist. Lebed' 
and his group remained very useful for the CIA for the entire Cold War.191 Hryn' okh, who 
after 1945 presented himself as a supporter of parliamentary democracy, was the group 's 
associate in Western Europe.192 

The collaboration between U.S. and other Western intelligence services and Lebed's 
group became mutually beneficial. The CIA received valuable inforn1ation and insights about 
its Cold War adversaries in return for helping nationalist veterans into positions of influence 
and authority, assisting their creation of semiacademic institutions and/or academic postions 
at established universities. From these formal and info1mal networks the pronationalist 
scholars promoted, with some success, self-serving, apologetic accounts of the past of the 
OUN-UPA, and, in some cases, of their own Viartime activities. The line between scholar­
ship and diaspora politics was often blurred, as nationalist scholars combined propaganda 
and activism with scholarly work. Lebed's circle never condemned the crimes or the mass 
murders of the OUN, let alone admitted that they had taken place. On the contraiy, it made 
denial, obfuscation, and white-washing of the wartime activities of the OUN and the UPA 
a cenh·al aspect of its intellectual activities. 

Nationalist Predominance in Ukrainian Studies 

The emigre elites maintained close bonds across the Atlantic. They developed a collec­
tive historical memory, in which the diaspora historians and chroniclers came to play a central 
role. The CIA employed intellectual nationalist emigres, mainly followers of the Ukrainian 
National Rada and the OUN(m), at Radio Liberty or its affiliated Munich Institute for the 
Study of the USSR.193 Since many ofits employees were elderly and had limited knowledge 
of western Ian gauges, the Mun.ich Institute never became a serious center for Soviet studies 
and was closed down in tl1e seventies.194 

Other nationalist activists went into academia and produced sympathetic accounts 
of their organizations. Among these academics were UPA veteran Petro Potichnxj; OUN 
veterans Evhen Shtendera,195 Wolodymyr Kosyk,196 and Taras Hunczak;197 SS-Galizien 
veterans Vasyl' Veryha, 198 Oleksa Horbatsch, 199 and Petro Savaryn.200 Some nationalist 
leaders-Mykola Lebed and Yaroslav Stest'ko, but also Volodymyr Kubijovyc, Roman 
Ilnyts 'kyi, I van Hryn' okh,201 • and Petro Mirchuk202-produced their own accounts of the 
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past. TI1e latter three were linked to the Ukrainian Free University (Ukrains'kyi vil'nyi 
universytet, UVU) in Munich. 

Ethnic Studies and Identity Politics 

Ukrainian studies was long an isolated discipline, thoroughly politicized and seen as 
lacking in objectivity.203 TI1e change came with the ascent of identity politics, multicultural­
ism, and "ethnic" studies in the 1970s. Following the establishment of academic institutions 
on an "ethnic" basis, the nationalists' selective accounts of the past began appearing with 
established academic publishers and made inroads into the academic mainstream. From the 
1970s, a new generation ofnationalist academics, sympathetic to the OUN legacy, and mas­
tering the language of political correctness, came to dominate the field ofUkrainian studies. 
Following the collapse of the USSR, apologetics for the OUN and UPA were increasingly 
articulated in tenns of anti-colonialism, as the voice ofthe subaltern, and, in Canada, under 
the aegis of official multiculturalism.204 The pronationalist historians have generally failed 
to treat their nationalist heroes as objects of inquiry and instead used. them as platforms to 
defend the nationalist mythologies into which they were socialized.w5 Until recently, there 
were· almost no critical studies of the Ukrainian research institutes themsleves.°°" 

Like the Soviets, ilie emigre nationalists guarded their archives jealously, and their 
historians mirrored the Soviet toeing of the party line.207 Lebed's group controlled their ar­
chives tightly, released documents selectively, retyping, editing, or otherwise manipulating 
the documents to produce a selective version of the past, particularly for 1941-1942, when 
the OUN involvement wiili Nazi Gem1anywas the most intense.208 Only with ilie opening of 
tl1e Soviet archives could tile original documents be compared wiili the "sanitized" versions 
of the diaspora publications.209 Nevertheless, many of the post-Soviet &11ccessor states have 
continued to release docwnents selectively, or have established propagandistic or ideological 
watchdogs to police access to documents and create a nationalistic, edifying, patriotic past:10 

Denial of Anti-Semitism 

Given the particular stigma anti-Semitism carried following the Holocaust, pronation­
alist historians have gone to great lengths to deny its very existence. Denial of tl1e fascist 
and anti-Semitic nature ofilie OUN;its war ctimes, ethnic cleansing, and participation in 
the Holocaust have become central components of the intellectual history of the Ukrainian 
diaspora2a The UPA veteran and military hist01ian Lev Shankovsky, claimed that anti­
Semitism "never existed in Ukraine. But there exists a myth about Ukrainian anti-Semitism 
promoted by Moscow."212 Bohdan Osadczuk asserted that "the Ukrainian 'integral' national­
ists from the OUN, unlike almost all other groupings of this type in all of Europe, did not 
have an anti-Semitic progrrun."213 "Neither the Ukrainian underground movement nor any 
other organizations ... cultivated anti-Semitic programs or policies," Taras Hunczak alleges. 

They readily accepted. Jews into their ranks and sheltered them from Nazi 
persecution, despite the popular perception ofJews as promoters of communism. 
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. .. In Ukraine there were no collab~rationists seduced by Nazi ideology or by 
the seemingly inesistible Gr/lJ11ach der Weltmacht (grasp for world power). 
Unlike the French, Belgians, Dutch, and Russians, Ukrainians did not establish 
fascist organizations and youth movements that promoted collaboration with 
Germany.21 4 

Bohdan Wytwycky's entry on 'anti-Semitism' in the Encyclopedia of Ukraine, 
edited by Volodymyr Kubijovyc215 and published by the Canadian Institute of Ukrai­
nian Studies, CIUS, informs us that "there has never ... been a Ukrainian anti-Semitic 
organization or political party."216 

Pronationalist historians did not undertake any significant steps to interview surviv­
ing Jewish or Polish victims of the 1943-1944 ethnic cleansing. At the same time, even 
anti-Semitically inclined Ukrainian nationalists, such as senior OUN(b) member Petro 
Mirclrnk, sought vindication from Ukrainian Jews to aid their cause and to absolve them 
of allegations of anti-Semitism. Mirchuk appealed to the Jewish community: 

You should ... [be) informing Israel of the Ukrainian truth, i.e .. , the Ukrainian 
fight for liberation from the Russian tyrants. Write articles to Jewish magazines, 
give lectmes to Israeli students about this. Dispel the malicious accusations 
that Ukrainians are "anti-Semites" and that they cooperated with the German 
Nazis-propaganda conjured up by the Russians and supported by the KG B's 
falsified "documents." ... Praise the heroic fight of the Ukrainian □ation, of 
the OUN and UPA, against the German and Soviet Russian Nazis, revealing 
at the same time the crimes of the occupiers ofUkraine.217 

Mirchuk wrote an enti.re book in an attempt to dispel the perception of Ukrainians as 
anti-Semites. A fonner inmate of Auschwitz, he maintained that the Ukrainians really bad 
suffered worse than the Jews during the war, since Ukrainians, unlike the Jews would defend 
themselves.21

• The effectiveness of the book was limited, as it is saturated with anti-Semitic, 
anti-Polish, and anti-Russian stereotypes and crude ethnic slurs in the OUN(b) tradition?19 

Even when a Jew was choking a Ukrainian villager, sucking his blood as a 
nobleman's tax collector, or innkeeper, or torturing him in the basements of the 
Cheka, GPU, NK.VD, KGB, or as a Bolshevik commissar-this was alright, 
honorable and just, in accordance with the command of your Jehovah. And 
yet when that Ukrainian defended himself, then this was already criminal 
"anti-Semitic" and a "pogrom of the innocent, defenseless Jews." ... You see, 
the name oftl1e Russian empire became "USSR" (SSSR in Russian J after the 
revolution. Are you aware of how the "goyem" within the empire read that?: 
"Three Sruls and one Russian." uo 

Senior diaspora historians have categorically denied that the UPA murdered Jews.221 

When contemporary research established, beyond any reasonable doubt, the mass killing 
of Jews by the OUN and the UPA, pronationalist historians deny any anti-Semitic motives 
behind the murders. Asked to comment .on recent research findings that ilie UPA indeed 
did kill significant numbers of .I ews, Professor .Emeritus Petro Potichnyj 's explanation was 
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that Jews were killed because they were cmmnunists.222 The same argument is repeated in 
cruder form by anti-Semitic, nationalist diaspora politicians.223 A similar line of reasoning 
has been invoked to rationalize or legitimize the OUN and UP A's ethnic cleansing of Poles. 
Nationalist historians have defended the murder of Poles on the grotmds that they supported 
communism and aided the Soviets,224 cir they deny that the Polish victims were civilians.225 

Ukrainian neofascists justify the mass murder of Poles and Jews by referring to these national 
minorities as "occupants" of Ukrainian lands and thus legitimate targets for mass murder.2l6 

A crude anti-Semitic interpretation charges Mykola Lebed' with the UPA's mass murders 
of Poles in the sW1101er of 1943, identifying him as a Jewish agent provocatenr and citing 
his allegedly Ashkenazi-sounding nom de guetTe "Ruban" as evidence of his Jewishncss.227 

Soviet propaganda complicated matters further by producing a one-sided picture of 
the OUN and the UPA as Nazi colJaborators.228 While the Holocaust was a taboo topic in 
the Soviet Union, from 1979 on, Soviet propaganda used such allegations of Holocaust col­
laboration as a tool to discredit diaspora nationalists and to cast a shadow over the Western 
coW1tries that housed thcm.229 The topic of collaboration and war criminality polarized 
Ukrainian and Jewish communities. Hypersensitive to such allegations, the Ukrainian 
diaspora reacted hysterically and aggressively to investigations of war criminality in their 
community, denying it categorically.230 Two decades after the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
significant sections of the Ukrainian diaspora continue to rally aroW1d alleged death camp 
guards, whom they regard as martyrs and victims.231 Je'A-ish-Ukrainian relations came to 
constitute, in the words of Petro Potichnyj, two solitudes.232 

Denial of Collaboration and Fascism 

Pro-OUN historians have developed a number of strategies and narratives of denial 
regarding the OUN's fascism. The explicit fascist nature and orientation of the Stets'ko state 
pr~jecthas been categ01ically denied, and Stets 'ko 's public declaration-theAkt ofJune 30, 
1941-was edited to omit his pledge of loyalty to Hitler and Nazi Germany. Pronational­
ist historians, relying on selective account,, described this as a clean break with the Nazis. 
Lebed' himself claimed that the proclamation was "completely independent of all foreign 
influences and political and ideological orientations."233 Wolodymyr Kosyk insisted that 
"when the Germans refused to recognize the independence of Ukraine, any cooperation 
with them became out of the question.''234 Petro PotichnY.i describes the Akt as an overtly 
anti-German declaration.235 Taras Hunczak argues that the OUN(b) "crossed .its Rubicon in 
the very first days of the German-Soviet war, placing it in an adversarial position vis-a-vis 
the Germans."236 

The perhaps most intelligent denial of the OUN's fascism and collaborationism is made 
by a political scientist, Alexander Motyl. Motyl's argwnent differs from the crude denial 
of the OUN-affiJiated historians. It is instead based upon the OUN's failure to establish a 
state. \-Vbile Motyl admits the OUN's enthusiasm for a fascist Europe, its fascist intentions, 
he presents fascism is a model of organizing an existent state. This interpretation shifts the 
focus away from ideology to measurable achivement. Fascism, according to Molyl's inter-
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pretation, becomes primarily an issue of whether a movement is successful in achieving its 
goal of controlling a state. Subsequently, the argument goes, the Slovak and Croat regimes 
were fascist because they controlled states, whereas Stets 'ko 's tmsuccessful state project did 
not.2.17 The Nazis' refusal to recognize the OUN state, Motyl argues, "inadve1iently sav[ ed) 
the nationalists from a collaborationist and possibly fascist fate. "238 Motyl elegantly, and 
implicitly, divorces the OUN from its ideological kin-the Ustase, the Hlinka Guard, Mus­
solini's Fascists, and Hitler's National Socialists. Referring to Ukrainian Nazi collaborators 
would be impossible-r.vice over, according to this line of reasoning. Ukrainians, serving in 
German uniform, taking oaths to Adolf Hitler, and fighting for the New Order in Europe 
could not be called "Nazi collaborators," according to the pronationalist argument. The rac­
ist ideology of the Nazis precluded the possibility of Ukrainians joining the.ir movement,239 

"collaboration".would have required a Ukrainian state, something that did not exist in 1941 .240 

Motyl's argument is unconvincing for for several reasons, not least, as Daniel Ursprung has 
shown, because only a few fascist groups in Eastern Europe succeeded in gaining control 
over a state machinery.241 Motyl argues that "the correct term matters ... it's important 
to call things by their real names and not engage in unneccessary obfuscation.'~42 Yet his 
definitions and tenninology have proved controversial among nonnationalist scholars, who 
have taken Matyi to task for doing exactly that. While Motyl's stringent criteria for fascism 
disqualifies the OUN, he defines contemporary Russia as an "unconsolidated fascist state.'q43 

He presents himself as "a long-time critic of the Bandera movement,"244 yet his denial of 
the OUN's fascism and collaboration has become an in1portant component of the narrative 
of diaspora nationalists and pro-OUN intellectuals. lt is difficult to escape the notion that a 
definition of fascism which includes Medvedev's Russia., but not Bandera and Stets'ko, is 
tailored to fit the self-image and ideological needs of a community which to various degrees 
identifies with the pro-OUN tradition. 

Some pro-UPA chroniclers have tried to separate the UPA from the OUN(b ), arguing 
for the rehabilitation of the former but not the latter.245 Petro Potichnyj, in particular, eagerly 
emphasizes that the OUN(b) and the lJPA were separate organizations and objects to the 
commonly used tenn OUN-UPA to describe the organization.246 Another strategy has been 
to divorce Shukhevych, Stets'ko, and Bandera from their ideology, reduce them to symbols 
of Ukrainian glory and heroism, arid to regard the cult of personality as merely an edifying 
patriotic celebration.247 This line of reasoning reduces to a mere detail the significance of the 
OUN .leaders' explicit endorsement of the Holocaust, their declarations ofloyalty to Hitler 
and the New Europe, and the mass murder of civilians to minor stains on their records, not 
significantly different from similar mistakes connnitted by Winston Churchill and Neville 
Chamberlain.248 

As we have seen, in the predominant diaspora discourse several key characteristics 
of the OUN were denied: its anti-Semitism, its ideological affinity with Nazi Gennany, and 
its leadership's enthusiastic support for a new, fascist Europe. Yet negative definitions are 
an insufticient basis for myth-making and the mobilization of nationalist passions. In order 
to be accepted as idols, heroes the ideologues needed to supply with positive charcteristics, 
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acceptable to democrats. Creating such heroes required more imagination from the myth­
makers. Pronationalist intellectuals present the OUN(b)-controlled UPA as the source and 
basis for today's Ukrainian democrncy. hi order to produce such a picture, the nationalists 
generally cwtail their scope ofattention to the limited period between 1943 ,md 1951, relying 
heavily on OUN propaganda from the period when it was seeking new allies in the west.249 

"By studying these primary documents of the UPA one can secure the sources of the genu­
inely pluralistic, democratic Ula-ainian society," writes Howard Aster in a 1996 Fest~chrift 
to Petro Potichn)'.i. According to Aster, the documents published inLitopys UPA, of which 
PotichnY.i is the main editor, represent the "culmination of the development of the Ukrainian 
nationalist ideology towards a greater emphasis on economic and social welfare, and upon 
securing individual rights."250 

Re-export of the Nationalist Myths to Ukraine 
The collapse of the Soviet Union created a demand for new history writing. Soviet 

textbooks were discarded ,md, in many cases, replaced with diaspora accounts of the past. 
The re-export of the nationalist narrative to Ukraine went relatively smoothly, finding a 
particularly receptive audience in the western parts of the counhy. A significant number of 
Ukrainian historians andintelligenty, used to toeing the Soviet line, swiftly replacedMarxist­
Leninist orthodoxy with nationalist interpretations. While the influence of retwning emigre 
nationalists on Ukrainian politics has been modest, their influence on Ukrainian histmy 
vvriting and myth-making has been significant. particularly after 2004.251 

Philo-Semitic Nationalist Narratives 
of the OUN(b) and the UPA 

By the turn of the millennium, a new narrative about the OUN and the Jews was crys­
tallizing, one that increasingly presented the OUN-UPA as a tolerant, ethnically inclusive 
force that welcomed Jews, Poles, and other minorities, and fought for a multiethnic and 
democratic Ula-aine.252 The histo1ian Volodymyr Serhiichukcalls the OUN-UPAa democratic 
force leading an antitotalitarian struggle against Stalinism and Nazism. Among the people 
who "sacrificed" themselves for the casue, Serhiichuk asserts, were not only Ukrainians, but 
also Polish and Jewish volunteers.253 Pronationalist historians often present the OUN-UPA 
as rescuers and benefactors who exercised an admirable restraint vis-a-vis the Jews, despite 
Ukrainian sufl:ering at the hands of genocidal Jewish cmmnissars. Some occasionally concede 
that there were anti-Semitic tendencies within the OUN, yet are quick to add that these were 
not embraced by the movement in its entirety, that it made a distinction between communist 
and noncomn1tmist Jews, and ultimately adopted an inclusive view of civic nationalism, 
humanism, and dernocracy.254 Other nationalist intellectuals deny the fascist legacy entirely. 
Some have gone as far as to allege that the "political principles expressed in the programs 
of the Third Congress of the OUN(b) have today entered the Ukrainioo constitution."255 
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Ukrainian nationalists remember the Holocaust quite differently from Jewish survivors: 
"Had the OUN-UPA pursued an anti-Semitic ideology ... perhaps thousands ofJews would 
not have survived," ,vrote Taras H1mczak in response to the publication ofStets'ko's anti­
Semitic biography, or zhyttiepys .256 In Jewish collective memory, on the contraiy, Ukrainians 
are often remembered among the worst perpeh-ators of the Holocaust.257 Jewish survivors in 
Western Ukrane typically emphasize that with 98.5 percent of the Volhynian Jews murdered, 
there were few places in Europe where the Holocaust was so bmtally thorough, and had it 
not been for the Banderites, more Jews would have survived.258 

Omission and Falsification 

There is a distinction between the denial and obfuscating of the OUN's fascism and 
ethnic cleansing and the outright falsification ofhistmyupon the basis of forgeries. While the 
former constitutes the context in which this peculiar narrative developed, the representation 
of the OUN as philo-Semitic rescuers of Jews contains several examples of the latter. The 
genealogy of the narrative ofilieUPA as rescuers of Jews dates several decades back. One 
early source comes from Mykola Lebed' himself, and was published in 1946.259 

The majority of physicians in the UPA were Jews, whom the UPAhad rescued. 
... The Jewish physicians were treated as citizens of the Ukraine and officers 
of the Ukrainian army. lt should be duly stressed at this point that all of them 
discharged their existing duties faithfully. 17,ey rendered service not only to 
the soldiers but also to the entire population. They traveled throughout the area, 
and organized field hospitals and local medical stations. They did not desert 
the fighting ranks in trying situations; even when they had an opportunity to 
go over to the Reds. N1any of them died a hero's dcath.260 

In the 1950s and 1960s, a narrative of the OUN was portrayed as an organization of 
righteous rescuers of Jews began to c1ystallize, eagerly supported by tl1e emigre OUN.261 The 
OUN(b) took an active role in the myth-making, including the manufacturing of forgeries. 
One of the more significant forgeries is the biography of Stella Krentsbakh/Kreutzbach, a 
fictitious Jewess, who prasies "God and the Ukrainian Insurgent Anny" for having survived 
the Holocaust. The forged biography appeared in a volume edited by Petro Mirclmk.262 The 
Krenstbakh/Kreutzbach story received significant attention in the emigre press. Yet jour­
nalists who tried to find her soon learned that such a person did not exist. Philip Friedman, 
himself a survivor of the Holocaust from Western Ukraine, took an immediate interest in 
the story, but could soon conclude that "the entire story is a hoax.'~63 When the nonexistent 
Krentsbakh/Kreutzbach could not be found, stories and rumors circulated in emigre circles 
tl1at she would have been murdered, execution-style, in Israel, with a bullet to the back of 
her neck, for telling the truth about the UPA's attitude to the Jews.264 We will return to the 
ficitious Stella Krenstbakb/Kreutzbacb memoirs later, as they would come to play an im­
portant role in pro-OUN propaganda half a century later. 
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Policing the National Memory: Institutionalized Victimization 

Swept to power by the so-called Orange Revolution in 2004, Viktor Yushchenko's 
presidency represented the pinnacle of diaspora influence on history writing in Ukraine. It 
elevated the diru,--pora's historical myths to state policy and provided state fonding to insti­
tutions tasked with the development oflegitimizing narratives which the cult of the OUN 
leaders required. Yushchenko developed a memory politics based heavily upon a vicitimiza­
tion narrative, "a meta-narrative that categorized Ukraine as a nation-victim by integrating 
all central historical events of the twentieth century, from the civil war and Sovietization to 
the Chernobyl disaster."265 The culmination was the 1932-1933 famine, presented as the 
central and defining event of the Soviet period.266 

Yushchenko has a complex relation to the OUN. On the one hand, he rejected its 
fascism, totalita1ianism, te1ror, Fiihre,prinzip, and ethnic cleansing. On the other hand, the 
Congress of Ukrainian Nationalists, the direct descendent of the OUN(b), were members 
of his Nasha {lkraina (Our Uhaine) Bloc.267 A somewhat paradoxical situation appeared 
as a new, aspiring democracy with a stated commitment to democratic values, pluralism, 
and human rights used state institutions to rehabilitate fascists and elevated them to national 
heroes, symbols of the yow1g democracy. 

The Holocaust has come to occupy a central role in contemporary European political 
culture, to the point that the ability to address this issue has come to be regarded as something 
of a litmus test of the democratic maturity of the new EU members and candidates. Increas­
ingly, Europe imagines itself as a community of shared values, in which the Holocaust plays 
a key role, a "collective European memory.'"''" In Ukraine, two cultures of memory, the cult 
of Nationalist heroes.and the Western European memory culture in which the Holocaust 
plays a central role, are mutually exclusive. As Wilfi.ied Jilge has aptly observed, 

The absence of the Holocaust from the Ukrainian culture of memory is directly 
connected to the closeness of the OUN to National Socialism, particularly in 
its relation to anti-Bolshevism and anti-Semitism .... Nationalist intellectuals 
can legitimize the heroic role of the OUN a.ud U PA only by ignoring the Jewish 
Holocaust and its connection to Ukrainian national history.'" 

Institutionalized Production of Official Memory 

A part of Yushchenko's "Europeanization" of Ulcrainian society included bringing 
collective memory more in line with the culture of memory of the European mainstream. In 
order to bridge the conflicting memories, the Yushchenko government needed to manufacture 
an edifying Ukrainian national past, a patriotic namitive that could partially reconcile the cult 
of the OUN(b) and the UPA with recognition of the Holocaust. The narratives developed by 
authoritarian groups in the diaspora required a significant make-over in order to make them 
marketable in the twenty-first century. The task rested heavily on three official institutions. 
The Institute ofNational Memory, established in 2006, was modeled after the Polish example. 
Its pwpose was to consolidate·the "nation" through a patriotic use of history. As_ director, 
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Yushchenko appointed a former deputy P1ime Minister, Ihor Yitk.lmovs'kyi,a sympathizer 
of the extreme right Social Nationalist Party of Ukraine.270 Another important propaganda 
institution is the Center for the Study of the Liberation Movement (Tsentr Doslidzhen' 
T,j,zvol'noho R11khu, TsD\iR), an OUN(b) "fm;:ade structure"271 which has come to serve as an 
important institutional link between the young Ulo:ainian pro-OUN legimitizers and diaspora 
nationalist~ of the post-wanvave of emigres, such as Wolodymyi· Kosyk and Petro Sodol.272 

The Center is a partner of the CIUS, the Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute (HUR!), as 
well as diaspora nationalist organizations, such as the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) 
and the OUN(b)-dominated Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (UCCA).273 The 
mission statement of the Center reads: 

The history of the struggle of liberation is the basis of the national idea of 
eve1y state, the basis.for its values and orientation. The past of the Ukrainian 
people, in particular its liberation strnggle, was for many years silenced and 
twisted by the totalitarian regimes. Therefore a new non-prejudiced view of 
the Ukrainian liberation movement is extraordinarily urgently needed. The 2()1h 
century was the high point of the development of the Ukrainian rcsistancc---'thc 
best example is the struggle of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists and 
the Ukrainian Insurgent Army from the 1920s to the l 950s. Unfortunately, 
today the activities of those structures remain one of the least studied parts of 
the Ukrainian historiography. The study of the various aspects of the strnggle 
of the Ukrainians for their national and social freedom is the main purpose of 
The Center for the Study of the Ukrainian Liberation Movement."' 

In tum, the Center for the Study of the Liberation Movement is linked to the Ukrainian 
Ministry ofForeign Affairs anc~ most importantly, the Ukrainian Security Forces (Sluzhba 
Bezpeki Uhainy, SBU), the direct successor of the KGB. This organization was tasked 
with the most important aspects of Yushchenko 's apparatus of memory management: to 
guard the memory, the institutions, resources, and archives of the Ukrainian security forces. 
Sofia Hrachova emphasizes that "the SBU enjoys a monopoly on information and uses this 
monopoly to political ends, publishing selections of docwnents that represent historical 
events according to the current official per,-pective, and authorizing the official position on 
controversial issues." Unlike analogue archives in other countries in East-Central Europe, 
most of their collections remain inaccessible to scholars.275 

Yushchenko 's propaganda institutes disseminated ,m official interpretation ofhistory to 
the public, based on two main t!1emes: a victimization narrative centered on the 1932-1933 
famine, which was described as a genocide against the Ukrainian nation tl1at claimed ten 
million victims, combined with a glorification of the OUN(b) and UPA. TI1e institutes were 
interlinked: its directors cross-referenced and legitimized each others' existence. TI1e pro­
pagandistic and nai'vely heroic representations were presented as reliable and full accounts 
of the past. Yukhnovs'kyi's .endorsement of one ofV"iatrovych's propaganda book, The 
Ukrainian Insurgent Army; the Army of the Undefeated is typical of this rhetoric: 

27 



The book in front of you is written by authors who belong to a new generation 
of Ukrainian historians, and offers a full account of the heroic struggle of the 
Ukrainian Insurgent Anny. I am convinced that eve1y Ukrainian citizen who 
reads it will be convinced that our people is not only good, beautiful and hard 
working, but also heroic. The reader will be convinced that independence 
came to us as a result of a long, heroic struggle. Read this book. L_ooking at 
the faces of the heroes of the UPA, you possibly alsofiud your own likeness.'76 

One of the first steps taken by the Institute of National Memory was to petition Yush­
chenko to posthumously make the OUN(b) and UPA leader Roman Shukhevych a national 
hero.277 In 2007 and 2010 Shukhevych and Bandera were officially designated "Heroes of 
Ukraine," and a similar status was given to Yaroslav Stest'ko.21s The concept of official heroes 
and the habit of projecting contemporary, politically convenient values back on the past are 
deeply rooted Soviet practices.279 With the help of his legitimizing historians, Yushchenko 
attempted to divorce the OUN leaders from their fascist ideology and place them within a 
new, curious, philo-Semitic narrative, tailored to fit the expectations of their intended West­
ern partners and to partly recognize the centrality of the Holocaust. This narrative denies 
the nationalist leaders' commitment to mass murder and ethnic cleansing and presents them 
as good Europeans--democrats and pluralists-and the OUN-UPA as inclusive, tolerant 
organizations, chan1pions of a multi-ethnic Ukmine. Monwnents to Ukrainian nationalists 
were erected at sites of Jewish tragedy, including former ghettoes and Babi Yar.280 Not only 
are these new national memorials modelled after monuments to the Holocaust of the Euro­
pean Jews, they are deliberately intended to surpass and forget the other "victim nation."281 

The OUN-UPA as Rescuer of Jews 

Volodymyr V"iatrovych 

Occupying double positions as director ofboth the Archives of the SBU and the Center 
for the Study of the National Liberation Movement, Volodymy:rV"iatrovych (b. 1977) was 
perhaps the most prominent ofYushchenko's legitimizing hist01ians. V"iatrovychdedicated 
particular attention to the topic of the OUN ,md the Jews.282 

V"iatrovych has made no effort to consult memories ofHolocaust survivors who recall 
the OUN and UPA with terror and fear and desc1ibe the organization as deeply anti-Semitic.283 

He avoids the topic of how UPA leaders were trained by Nazi Germany and collaborated in 
the Holocaust and ignores evidence ofUPA mass murders of Jews found in Ukrainian and 
German archives.284 Omitting a significant body ofliteratnre, which testifies to the opposite, 
V"iatrovych concludes that "all-in-all, from the publications of the leading ideologues of 
the movement, their programmatic statements, [ one can only conclude that] the ideology of 
the Ukrainian nationalists did not take positions that justify accusations that the OUN was 
anti-Semitic.'>iss Instead, he paints a picture of OUN neutrality to the Jews. 
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When I wrote a booklet on the [OUN's] relation to the Jews, a girl who worked 
on its graphic design aked me: I do not understand-did the nationalists love the 
Jews or did they not? For me, this was revealing. As a matter of fact, relations 
between nati.ons caimot be that simple. A boy can love a girl. International 
relations are much more complicated. We need to explain to people the 
multivalence of the historical process, so that they do not go along with any 
sort of primitive political speculations.086 

V " iatrovych highly selective accounts followed the dia5pora tradition in their denial 
and downplaying of the OUN's anti-Semitism, and have rightly been harshly criticized 
as very one-sided, legitimizingm and revisionist, failing to meet even the basic scholarly 
requirements. In the words.of John-Paul Hi1nka, 

V" iatrovych manages to exonerate the OUN of charges of antisemitism and 
complicity in the Holocaust only by employing a series of highly dubious 
procedures: rejecting sources that compromise the OUN, accepting uncritically 
censored sources from emigre OUN circles, failing to recognize antisemitism 
in OUN texts, limiting the source base to official OUN proclamations and 
decisions, excluding Jewish memoirs, refusing to consider contextual and 
comparative fac tors, failing to consult German document collections, and 
ignoring the mass of historical monographs on Iris subject written in the English 
and German languages. m 

Relying primarily on the Litopys UPA, V " iatrovych attempts to deflect the OUN's 
anti-Semitic legacy by dwelling on five named Jews who served in the UPA, including the 
fictitious Stella KrentsbakhiKreutzbach."88 He indicates that the number could have been 
greater had the Jews shown more cooperation and cites the commander ofUPA North, Ivan 
Lytvynchuk, who "sought a person, literate in the Yiddish language, to write an anti-German 
letter, addressed to the Jews," but ''unfortunately, he was not able to realize this project.'~89 

In March 2008, V"iatrovych's SBU circulated Do pochatku knyhafi:1ktiv in an effort to 
defend the reputation of the OUN, Shukhcvych, and tl1c Nachtigall Battalion. Distributing 
it through govemment channels, the Ukrainian Minisby of Foreign Affairs, and Ukrainian 
diplomatic missions abroad, the Ukrainian government presented it a~ an authentic chronicle 
from 1941 and willfully deceived the public with it.290 According to the Ukrainian govern­
ment, this OUN forgery demonstrates 

the OUN's categorical disagreement with the Gestapo proposition to organize 
Jewish pogroms .... Thus; the documents at the [Ce11iral State Archives of the 
Ukrainian lntellience Service, Holovnyi Derzhavnyi Arkhiv Sluzhba Bezpeky 
Ukrainy] HDA SBU confirm that the OUN took precautions to avoid getting 
involved in the actions against the Jewish population in Lviv and that there 
were no official orders to take part in their destruction or the execution of the 
pogroms.29' 

V"iatrovych dismisses criticism of Shukhevych as a baseless political campaign 
against the UPA commander's memory.292 
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Soviet propagandists deliberately omitted the parts of the OlJN ideology and 
program which mentioned the equal rigbts of all national minorities; avoided 
giving attention to the Jews who, as members of the Ukrainian Insurgent 
Am1y, fought for an independent Ukraine. Unfortwiately, that is the way many 
contempornry publicists and historians behave, looking in this old manner at 
Ukrainian history through the glasses of"Agilprop." One of the most wide­
spread accusations against the Ukrainian nationalists is the allegation of their 
participation in tbe anti-Jewish pogroms in L'viv in the beginning of July 
1941.m • 

He categorically denies Shukheyvch's participation in anti-Semitic violence and 
condones the murder of civilians. Asked if Shukhvevych's units took part in war crimes 
against the civilian population, V"iatrovych retorted: "Is it possible to consider Poles or 
Belarusians a peaceful population, if they during the day work as ordinary villagers, only to 
arm themselves in the evening and attack the village?"'94 

• 

In April 2008, the SBU dedicated a "public hearing" to the topic of Jews in the UPA 
in order to establish a new national ideology, a narrative of Ukrainians and Jews fighting 
together against a common Bolshevik-Muscovite e1iemy. The director of the SBU, Valentyn 
Nalyvaichenko, who presided over much of the myth-making, presented the enterprise as 
an attempt to dispell myths. 

Today, we are making public documents about Ukrainians and Jews who 
fought together after the great Famine against the totalitarian and communist 
regimes. That historical truth has been brutally suppressed and mythologized. In 
a cynical and evil fashion. the KGB tried to stir up unnatural hostility between 
the Ukrainian and Jewish peoples. Such a myth, created and sustained over 
several decades, has no right to exist.'" 

Nalyvaichenko stated his desire to replace the Soviet lie with a Ukrainian "historical 
truth about the past of the Ukrainian people" and to "liberate Ukrainian history from lies 
and falsifications."296 l11e press center of the SBU asse1ted that "the docwnentary material 
objective! y certifies that the history of the Ukrainian liberation movement provides many 
examples of collaboration between Ukrainians and Jews in their struggle against the totalitar­
ian regimes."297 V"iatrovych again returned to the l 950 pamphletJews-Citizens of Ukraine, 
which be claimed represented a correct picture of the OlJN's disposition toward Jews. He 
ignored and offered no commentary on its veiled threats.298 The legitimizing historians at 
the SBU had an ambivalent attitude to the Jews. Whereas they put significant efforts into 
presenting the Banderites as friends oflsrael and Jewish nationalism, they did not shy away 
from traditional nationalist stereotypes. In line with its ambition to blame the 1932-1933 
famine on easily definable outsiders, the SBU in July 2008 published a highly selective list 
of nineteen perpetrators of the "famine-genocide." Of these, eight people, or 40 percent, 
were ofJewish "nationality," presented in the Soviet fashion oflistiug the "real" Ashkenazi 
names next to their Slavic namcs.299 High-profile anti-Semites and Holocaust revisionist~, 
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among them Levko Luk"ianenko and Iurii Shukhevych, were regular guests at the events 
at V" ial:rovych's propaganda institutes.300 

M.oisei Fishbein 

One of the most successfol popularizers of the nationalists ' narrative, denying the 
UPA's anti-Jewish violence, is thepoetMoisei Fishbein. Fishbein dismisses research showing 
that the UPA killed Jews as a "special operation" orchestrated by tl1e Kremlin and aimed at 
keeping Ukraine out of NATO. 

It is very important to the disinformers also to discredit General Shukhevych, 
the UPA, and the entire Ukrainian national liberation movement, as well 
as President Yushchenko of Ukraine. Therefore they used the old Chekist 
provocation and played "the Jewish card": one was the accusation [that tbe 
UPAJ murdered Jews, the other the "hcroization" of the alleged murderers. 
The purpose is clear: to exclude Jews from the Ukrainian national renaissance. 
To alienate the entire civilized world, from those who want the rebirth of a 
true, Ukrainian Ukraine-Ukrainian in spirit, in language, in memory about 
her geniuses and heroes. Ukrainian- for who live there, regardless of their 
ethnic origin .... [The claims of] "Ul'AAnti-Jewish actions" is a provocation, 
distributed from Moscow. It is a provocation. That the UPA would have killed 
Jews is a lie. Tell me, how could the UPA have exterminated Jews when there 
were Jews in the UPA, who served in the UPA? I knew Jews who served in 
the UPA. For instance, I knew doctor Abraham Shtertser, who lived in Israel 
after the war. Tbere was Samuel Neuman, his pseudonym was Maksimovich; 
there wa5 Shai Vanna (pseudonym Skripach); there was Roman Vynnytskyi, 
his pseudonym was Sam. There was an outstanding figure in the UPA, a 
woman called Stella Krentsbakh; she later used a pseudonym. She was born in 
Bolekhov in the L'viv• area, she was the daughter of a rabbi, Zionist, and was 
friends there, in Bolekhov, with the daugher of a Greek Catholic priest, called 
Olya. In 1939 Stella Krentsbakh graduated from the philosophical department 
of L'viv University. From 1943 she was a nurse and intelligence officer in the 
UPA. In the spring of 1945 the NKVD captured her during a meeting with a 
contact in Rozhniatov. Thereafter she was jailed, sentenced to death, but UPA 
soldiers liberated Stella Krenstbakh, the Jewess. In the summer of 1945 she 
crossed the Carpathians with Ukrainian insurgents and October 1, 1946, she 
managed to reach tlie English zone of occupation in Austria. She made it to 
Israel. Do you know where she worked in Israel? In the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. In her memoirs Stella Krentsbakh wrote: "The reason I am alive today, 
and have been able to give aU the strength of my 38 years to the free Israel , I 
owe, apparently to God and the Ukrainian lnsmgentArmy. l became a member 
of the heroic UPA on November 7, 1943. In our group I. cow,ted 12 Jews, of 
which eight were physicians."301 

Repeating this claim in a number offorun1s, Fishbein reduces the OUN's anti-Semitism 
to a fabrication invented by the enemies of Ukraine. "In playing the 'Jewish card' in their 
special operations against Ukraine, the Russian special services.are exploiting the 'Putin­
Juden,' particularly Moscow-based rabbis," Fishbein wrote,302 He repeated this argument at 
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a conference at !he University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 2009.303 His words were 
enthusiastically reported in the nationalist press. The English-languageKyiv Post, a popular 
forum for the diaspora, published his statement as an op-ed.304 Fishbein received remarkable 
media attention, not only in nationalist diaspora publications such as 171e Ukrainian Weekly, 
Wv-ainian News, Kyiv Post, and others, but also in mainstream news venues, such as the 
BBC news. Respectable analysts, like Paul Goble uncritically repeated Fishbein's assertions: 

Few people have been as dogged as Fishbein in tracking down this and other 
Russian falsifications and slanders against Ukraine, but his work in this area 
deserves to be better lmown not only because it ... explains why so many 
Ukrainians want to gain the protection of Western institutions like NATO.305 

With state suppmi, Fishbein recirculated Mirchuk's ficticious Krent~bakh/Kreutz­
bach "autobiography," accompanied by an English translation, I Am Alive Thanks to the 
UPA presenting it as an authentic document which would once and for all disprove the 
OUN-UPA's anti-Semitism.306 Soon thereafter, V"iatrovych's Center for the Study of the 
Liberation Movement again returned to the Krentsbakh/Kreutsbach story, issuing a press 
release with the title "TI1e Jewess Stella Krentsbakh explained that she survived thanks to 
UPA."307 Marco Levytsky, editor of the pro-OUN Uh-ainian News in Edmonton, Alberta, 
again and again returned to the Stella Krentsbakh/Kreutzbach story, citing the poet as a 
reputable source and autho.rity in the field, using the story to deny OUN complicity in the 
Holocaust.'08 Similarly, Victor Rud, the chairn1an of the Foreign Affairs and Hun1anRights' 
Committee of the Ukrainian American Bar Association, in an open letter to the Washington 
Post in response to an article critical ofYushchenko's UPA cult, relies on Fishbein's lecture 
at Urbana-Champaign, referring to it as "a recent study" and citing Fishbein 's statement to 
the effect that 

Russia's special services are seeking to destabilize the situation in Ukraine, 
undermine its sovereignty and independence, create a negative image of this 
country, block its integration into European and Euro-Atlantic structures, 
and turn Ukraine into a dependent and manipulated satellite. In their special 
operations against Ukraine they attribute exceptional importance to the· Jewish 
card.'309 

In December 2009, Fishbein again circulated the 1950 UPA pamphletJews-Citizens 
of Ukraine in another attempt atdisproving UPA anti-Semitism. Fishbein offered no com­
ment on its ethnonationalist statements thatJews are but guests in the land of Ukrainians, its 
stereotyping ofJews as Bolsheviks, and was unconcerned even by its thinly veiled threats.3 10 

One can only speculate about Fishbein's motives for publishing this known forgery. It 
seems unlikely that he, or the legitmizing historians, are unaware of the literature on the 
topic, ilicluding in the Ukrainian language; as late as 2008 the historians Taras Kmylo and 
John-Paul Himka discussed the Krentsbakh/Kreutzbach forgery in the leading intellectual 
journal UT.Taina Jvfoderna.311 
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Myth-Making with Complications 

Despite the pretentious claims of the propagandists, it is not fully clear what can be 
made of the activities of a handful of Jewish physicians in the UPA. Even if we were to 
take the most optimistic assessments of the legitimizing historians, include the forgeries and 
accept at face value their assertions regarding the Jewish identity of all the unnamed people 
V"iatrovych claims fought in the OUN and UPA, the number of Jews in those organiza­
tions still constitute a minute fraction of the total UPA membership (between 0.00 l and 0.1 
percent).312 Certainly it is difficult to interpret a handful of Jewish nurses and doctors who 
survived the Holocaust within the ranks of the UPA as evidence of the existence of a joint 
OUN-UPA-Je\\'ish front against common enemies. V"iatrovych does not comment upon the 
many documented cases of how the OUN-UPA attacked and murdered rescuers of.Tews.313 

He omits the fact that 50 percent of the UPAleaders had a background as collaborators within 
the military, police, or punitive organs of the Nazi German occupants and played key roles 
in the implementation of the Holocaust in the occupied Soviet Union. 

Nevertheless, this enchanted nan·ative has found a receptive audience beyond the circle 
of the nationalist true believers and started to take on a life ofits own. The legend of the UPA 
as an inclusive, democratic force where Jews fought side by side with the OUN against Hitler 
is already making it into popular culture. In 2010, OksanaZabuzhko, perhapsUkraine's most 
popular fiction writer, published a massive book, A1uzei po/,,_ynutykh sekretiv, (.The Museum 
of Forgo/fen Secrets) in which the major heroine is a Jewish nurse in the UPA, apparently 
modeled on Krentsbakh!Kreutzbach. For her research, Zabuzhko relied partly on material 
provided to her by the Center for the Study of the LiberationM.ovement and its museun1 in 
the former Lontskyi Prison, where on the request ofV"iatrovych center, the book launch 
was held.314 The first edition sold out in three days. Reviewers received the book very well. 
"Oksana Zabuzhko has written a panorama of the history of the Ukrainian past-the history 
of Ukrainians of the 20tl, century," the Lviv daily, Vysokyi Zamok, commented:115 

Nevertheless, government propaganda has failed to gain popularity with ordinary Ukrai­
nians. An nationwide opinion poll conducted by the Kyiv International Institute of Sociology 
in June 2009 showed that only a small minority of Ukrainians embraced Yushcheuko and 
his myths about the OUN and UPA.316 The cult of the OUN and UPA has, however, tainted 
the image of Ukraine abroad, particularly in Poland, a key EU partner. Polish collective 
memory of Ukrainians during World War II remains highly critical, according to an August 
2009 survey, even more so than the wartime roles of Gennans and Russians.317 By turning 
Bandera, Shukhevych, the OUN(b), and the UPA into official heroes and denying their 
murders, Yushchenko's legitimizing historians helped cement a stereotypical identification 
of Ukrainians with banderivty. Many Poles hold "Ukrainians" collectively responsible for 
the crimes of the UPA.318 Ironically, some of the historical inte1pretations of his successor 
Viktor Yanukovych and his electorate in the east and south of the country are more in line 
with the rest of Europe than those Yushchenko, who describes his political orientation as 
oriented toward the West, 319 
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Conclusion: Politics, Memory and Raison d'etre 

Nationalizing states arc often involved in the manufacturing of national myths, and 
th~ l!hainian ~ase )s by no m_eans unique. Here,. in a new, wea~ state, divided by language, 
r~hg10n, and lustoncal expenence, the leadership has put significant effort into producing 
historical myths of political utility, a significant part of which stand in direct opposition to 
what the sources and current scholarship say. Ernst Renan wrote, "Forgetting, I would even 
go so far as to say historical en:or, is a crucial factor in the creation of states.'~20 Bruno Bet­
telheim famously argued that "children need fairytales.' ' "We want our children to believe 
that, inherently, all men are good .... The dominant culture wishes to pretend, particularly 
where children are concerned, that the dark side of man does not exist, and professes a belief 
in an optimistic meliorism."321 He argues that fairy tales contribute to the child's psychologi­
cal development. 

Ambiguities must wait until a relatively finn personality has been established 
on the basis of positive indentifications .... Futhermore a child's choices are 
based, not so much on right versus wrong, as on who aro~ses his sympathy and 
who hi_s ~nthipathy: The more _simp(e and straightforward a good character, the 
easter 1t 1s for a child to .1denhfy with it and to reject the bad other.322 

. In their famous stu~y, Opa war kein Nazi (Grandpa was no Nazz), Harald Welzer, 
Sabme Moller, and Karolme Tschuggnall highlight the difficulties many Gennans have in 
relating to their family members' role in the Third Reich. Generations raised and socialized 
in the Federal Republic, well aware of the crin1es ofNazi Gem1any, tend to see the Nazis as 
"the others" and to disavowtheirowngnmdparents' association with National Socialism. The 
authors demonstrate that there "is no systematic place for the Holocaust in µennan family 
memories"323 and that "the following generations constmct a past in which their relatives 
appear in a role having nothing to do with the crimes.'"24 The parallels to the Ukrainian di­
aspora memory of the OUN and the Holocaust are striking. The dia~pora culture of memory, 
developed priniarily in North America and re-exported to Ukraine after 1991, denies not 
only the OUN's fascism and anti-Semitism, it denies the crimes themselves, presenting 
perpetrators as rescuers of Jews. Fact-based historical analysis is rejected and replaced by 
comfortable and politically expedient myths of the past. Weltzer, Moller, and Tschuggnall's 
obse1:vation, that the "emotional process of memory reproduction is not the same thing as 
)earnmg from facts and possessing of knowledge," pertains also to the Ukrainian dia~pora 
ideologues and Yusbchenko's legitimizing historians.32; 

There are t\vo interrelated groups of myth-makers. The first group consists of the im­
mediate heirs to the fascists: authoritarian nationalists and neofascists who share the tenets of 
the OUN philosophy-authoritarianism, leader cult, and anti-Semitism. Ironically, thephilo­
Semitic legitimizing narrative originated within this group as a byproduct of its concerted 
efforts to cover up the OUN and UPA's anti-Jewish violence and to obfuscate the or"aniza­
tion's fascist activities. The second group consists of politicians, propagandists, and ;undits 
who describe themselves as democrats yet identify with and celebrate the OUN, typically 
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defending its fascist activilies while denying its fascism. Both groups pick and choose the 
parts of the legacy they find convenient. They gloss over, downplay, deny, or legitmize the 
OUN-UPA mass murders. Under Yushchenko, this philo-Sernitic nationalist nanative was 
elevated to official policy and the myth-making given state funding. While the ideology of 
these two groups differ, they often work in tandem, the activities of the former paving the 
way for the latter. Both groups are apologists for a fascist tradition. Neither one has admitted 
the OUN's war crimes, let alone condemned them. 
. \Vhereas the myths surrounding the OUN-UPA are products of diaspora i;nagina­

tion, they were d1ssemmated by successors of the Ukrainian KGB. The inspiration for 
Yushchenko 's establishment of an Institute of National Memory comes from contemporary 
Poland, _but his institutes of myth-production and memory management closely resemble 
old Soviet propaganda organs. The fairy tale scenarios produced by the state agencies come, 
paradoxically, with claims to truth and objectivity. Herein lies a paradox of the myth-making: 
the selective, propagandistic, and edifyingly patriotic myths are presented not as such, but, 
on the contrary, as a more "true" and "correct" version of Ukrainian history.326 The dis­
semination of misleading propaganda--even forgeries-in the 1:iame of "historical truth" 
and "objectivity" reveal Soviet habits and practices, and mirror Stalin's 1931 commentary 
that what matters in history writing is not the sources, but rather a "correct attitude.'827 The 
Soviet nature of these clumsy hagiographies and simplistic myths is reflected not only in their 
Manichean simplicity, their blind spots, omissions, and taboos,328·but also in Yushchenko's 
attempts to accompany his myth-making with the legal repression of those who question 
the official Jine.329 

ls t_he manifacturing ~f contrafactual nationalist legends and edifying patriotic myths 
necessanly a. bad thing? Bettelhei.J.n points to some of their benefits of legends and fairy 
tales. Some diaspora nationalists reason along similar lines. Commenting on the Krent5baklli 
Kreutzbach forge1y, historian and UCC activist Roman Serbyn argues that "there is nothing 
~vrong with the idea of a Jewish woman serving in the UPA; as pa1t of Ukrainian mythology 
1t promotes positive Ukrainian-Jewish relations." Serbyn 's problem is rather that the reha­
bilitation of Ukrainian forces in service of the Nazis was not far-reaching enough: "What 
Yushchenko can be reproached with is not having brought into the project the Ukrainian 
veterans of the Waffen SS Division Halychyna [Galizicn, PR] and other units of the armed 
forces of the Axis forces.'' 3,o 

Yet, simplistic heroic tales ba5ed upon myths, half-tmths, and deliberate falsifications 
have not only resulted in a failure to examine the past. What is worse, distorted, evenfictional 
n3:1ratives _are presented as "truth" and scholarly inqui1y is detided as enemy propaganda'. 
cntlcal v01ces are labeled as communists, "Ukrainophobes," Putin supporters, or "useful 
idiots" in the service of Yanukovych and the Kremlin.331 This logic implies that Ukraine 
would benefit more from silence, state propaganda, and mythmaking than. from critical 
inquiry. Furthennore, 1he philo-Sernitic narrative of the OUN and UPA constitutes a fom1 
of Holocaust "revisionism"-it denies the OUN-UPA's involvement in the Holocaust and 
divorces it from its fascist and anti-Semitic legacy by means of producing an unrepresenta-
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tive and factually incorrect version of the organization's past. It shares with other fom1s of 
Holocaust denial the gross exaggeration of relatively insignificant details while it ignores, 
overlooks, or presents well-documented facts as falsifications. By legitinlizing the myths of 
the extreme right, this narrative has aided the mobilization of the Ukrainian extreme right. 

These myths failed to constitute a basis for national mobilization outside the diaspora 
and the Ukrainian west. On the contrary, the cult of the OUN-UPA has polarized Ukraine 
and antagonized its neighbors. The deliberate distortions have complicated the process of 
historical and political reconciliation among Ukrainians, Jews, and Poles. It has frustrated 
Poland and the EU and unneccesarily complicated Ukrainian integration into European 
institutions. Last, but not least, it made it easier for the Kremlin to portray the Ukrainian 
leadership as irresponsible and politically immature, and to exploit this for political purposes. 

Whereas children-and nationalist politicians-may need fairy tales, the task of the 
historian is to deconstruct and understand the past.Awareness of the Holocaust, attempts at 
understanding the mechanisms behind the OUN and UPA's racist violence, and respect for 
their victims does not have to be an obstacle to nation-building. On the contrary, an open 
inquiry of the past is an important component of the building of a liberal democratic society 
with rule of law, pluralism, and respect for human rights. 

Postscript, October 2010-May 2011 

Since this article was written in the fall of2009, Ukraine has seen a change of govern­
ment. As one of his final acts in office, Yushchenko officially designated Stepan Bandera 
as a Hero of Ukraine, in a polarizing and much-criticized move. The Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, of which both OUN wings and veteran organizations of the UPAand the Waffen­
SS Galizien are members, enthusiastically endorsed Yushchenko's decree ,md called "upon 
the Government of Canada to make changes to Canada's War Veterans Allowance Act by 
expanding eligibility to include designated resistance groups such as OUN-UPA.'~12 Under 
Yanukovych, a sharp reversal in the field of memory management followed. Yushchenko 's 
posthumous designation ofBandera and Shukhevych as national heroes was declared illegal 
by the comts, and the order was recalled.333 V" iatrovych and Yuk:hnovs 'kyi were fired, and 
the SBU Archives and the Institute ofNational Memory got new directors. Val.erii Soldatenko, 
who succeeded Yukhnovs'kyi as director of the Institute of National Memory, is a member 
of the Communist Party. ln March 2011, the liquidation of the instiutute was announcedl14 

• ·me end of state support for the OUN and UPA cult outraged nationalist believers in 
the diaspora. Representatives of the OUN(b)-contrnlled Ukrainian Congress Committee of 
America (UCCA) refused to meet with President Yanukovych and staged noisy protests 
during his visit to the United Nati.ons in New York in September 2010. Askold Lozynskyj, 
335 one of the organizers of the protest, told the Ukrainian ambassador to the United States 
that the only thing that could prevent the protests would be to "fire Soldatenko, Education 
Minister Dmytro Tabachnyk and recognize the Holodomor [Famine] as genocide."336 Dressed 
in a folkloristic outfit and with a bulls' horn in his band, Lozynsk."}'.i led noisy demonstra­
tions outside the UN General Assembly, chanting "Russian butchers, go to hell!" "Slm,a 
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Ukrainy! Heroiam Slava!"331 The diaspora OUN(b) regard the popularly elected Yanukovych 
govenunent as an "occupation regime" with which they have broken off all contact.338 Anti­
Semitism is a central component in LozynskY.i's apologetics. He claims that "an . .. over­
whelming amount of Soviet accomplices during the Soviet's two years in Western Ukraine 
from 1939-1941 were Jews,"1' 9 alleges Jewish control over Canadian media,34° and charges 
that scholars who study the anti-Je,vish violence of the OUN and UPA are paid to "invent 
demons" by Jewish interests?" He dismisses scholarly studies of the OlJN's racism with 
references to the alleged Jewish ethnicity of the researchers.1-12 

Paul Grod, president of the Ukrainiau Canadian Congress has favored quiet diplo­
macy,343 but remains as committed as ever to the cult of the OUN and the lJPA, vehemently 
and categorically denying Ukrainian nationalist invo.lvement in the Holocaust.344 In March, 
2010 the UCC organized a "task force" of nationalist activist~ to prevent "attacks on the 
national liberation movement" by silencing, discrediting. or undennining the credentials of 
critical scholars, and accusing them of"treason" against their imagined communities .3°5 After 
he lost his job as director of the SBU archives, in 2010, V"iatrovych has been engaged by 
his nationalist "partners" in the diaspora. He received a fellowship at the Harvard Ukrainian 
Research Institute and was invited as keynote speaker at the twenty-third conference of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress as in Edmonton on November 5-7, 2010.346 The CIUS 
invited V"iatrovych to speak at the University of Alberta. In Edmonton, he again denied the 
OUN's anti-Semtism and obfuscated its involvement in the Holocaust. The Lviv pogrom, 
he argued, was the subject of"much academic controversy." 

Individual members of the population did take (part) in the Getman-initiated 
repressio□s .... The participation in the repressions from the general population 
included criminal elements who wanted to benefit materially by participating 
i □ the repressions. Some took part relying on German propaganda, which was 
put forward at the time that Jews were responsible:for, as the Germans called 
it, Jewish Bolshevism." But "no Ukrainian political movement advocated the 
participation in these repressions or anti-Jewish pogroms." he said. "The fact 
that some members of the police force organized by the Germans ultimately 
ended up in various military formations, such as the ... Ukrainian Insurgent 
Am1y (the military wing of the Organization ofUkrainian Nationalists) does not 
establish proof that these particular fom1ations were involved in perpetrating 
the l-lolocaust."347 

Introduced as "the Ukrainian historian Volodyrnyr V"iatrovych at Harvard University," in 
Ukrainian media, he again dismissed OUN's anti-Semitism involvement in the Holocaust 
as "a historical myth."348 

On Rememberance Day, a day which in .Canada traditionally emphasizes the role 
of military men in the fight against fascism, the UCC saluted the OUN, the UPA, and the 
Ukrainiim veterans ofWaffen-SS Galizien.349 Less than a week later it pledged genocide 
awareness for the 1932-1933 famine, inflating the number of victims by 300 percent, to 
over ten million people.350 
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Abandoned as state policy following Yushchenko's disastrous defeat, the narrative of 
denial and myth making around the OUN-UPA is now again mostly the preserve of the ex­
treme right in the diaspora and Ukraine proper.351 Yanukovych has continued Yushchenko's 
legacy of playing the eastern and western paiis of Ukraine against each other, farther polar­
izing the pro-nationalist and "anti-Orange" can1ps. 

The right-wing extremist Svoboda party has become the largest party in the local 
elections in Western Ukraine and the fifth largest party nationwide. While its political 
breakthrough came under Yanukovych, the responsibility must be shared by Yusbchenko 
and his legitimizing historians, whose official veneration, state-sponsored myth making and 
denial of the OUN-UPAatrocities provided political legitimacy and paved the way for this 
second tum to the right. 

In the ultra-nationalist rendering of history has devolved into historical fiction. Dedi­
cated fascist~ and anti-Semites who repeatedly volunteered their ·services for Hitler's new 
Europe are presented as the first to oppose the Nazis, totalitarians are presented as freedom 
fighters . Accounts in the press, polemics, and popular culture allege that "Bandera was the 
onlywarror [l)ltsar] in Europe, who in 1941 said 'no' to Hitler."m In Svoboda party leader 
Oleh Tiahnybok's interpretation of history, 

our Heroes were shaped in bloody battle with the occupants when the so-called 
'civilized Europe' ran away. Therefore, to judge Bandera is to spit in the face 
of the Ukrainian oational-liberation movement. Anti-colonial to its natUJ'e, it 
was first and foremost anti-communist and anti-Nazi. [To condemn Bandera] 
means spitting on the Ukrainians' right to their own state.353 

We have thus come foll circle. Over the years, crossing the Atlantic back and forth, 
the self-serving nationalist mythology has taken increasingly fantastic forms. Stets'ko's 
openly pro-fascist, pro-Hitler, pro-Gem1m1 declaration has metamorphosed not only into 
an anli-Nazi act, but into the first m1d and bravest challenge to Hitler in Europe. The OUN 
leaders' anti-Semitism and open endorsement of the Holocaust are dismissed with reference 
to a handful of Jewish survivors within the ranks oflJPA. As an ultimate irony, this nmrative 
is appropriated by extreme nationalists who do not shy away from anti-Semitic historical 
interpretations and open admiration for the Wafien-SS. 
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Notes 

* A version of this paper was presented at the forty-first national convention of the American 
Association for the Advancement of Slavic Stu.dies in Boston, Massachussets, Movember 12- 15, 
2009. 
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Short description of crime/ event 

Nationalist, alleged collaborator with the Germans 
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legion Nachtigal at the training camp in Neuhammer, which included into 
the Brandenbur Battalion 
Nazi Auxiliary policeman; mudered Jews on Nizhniy Val St in Kiev by splitting their heads 
with spades; while "trampling the bodies of dying Jews with his heavy Wehrmacht boots, 
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Member of"Vovk's" company of the 31st SD Punitive Detachment 
(Ukrainian Self-Defence Legion); committed atrocities against civil 
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al leadership of the OUN; in August 1944, 
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oyan, his elderly father Tomko, his wife Hanna, small 
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Nazi hangman at Treblinka 
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