Oifice of the Attornen General
Washington, B, @. 20520

April 2, 1298

MEMORRNDUM FOR THE HE2DS OF ALL F%F:RHL AGEWCIEES.

THE ATTORNEY [GRIES

FREOM

SUBJECT :

we live in a world thal is becoming incressingly cognizant of the
needs and rights of persons with disabilities. In 1990, Congress
pasaad the Americans with Digabilities Aat, .which has been described
as the mest sweeping olwil rights legislativn since the Civil Rights
2ot of 1964, Teies impoxtant law expanded upon the Behabilitation Act
of 1973, which protected perscns with dissbilities from discrimination
in federally-assisted and federally-conducted programs.

e alse live in a world that iz becoming increasingly dependent
upon computers and other electronic and informacion bechnologies Tox
providing the informabion that we peed in our daily lives. Compute:
techralogy can now be found in almest sll) workplaces and i= an
integral part of much of the equipment that sur-aunds us.  Adaphbive
rechnology, such as computer screen-reading software znd braille
display units, snable pecple with disabilities te use this modern
technology. Whenever our agencies buy new CONpucser prograhs Or
electromnic eguipment for our workplawces, we run the rizsk that these
new purchases will not work with adaptive technelogy. In so doing, We
would be ewxcluding peeple with disabilities. Section 508 of the
rehabilitaticn Ret now seeks to address this potential problem.

On hugust 7, 1935, President Clinton signed-the Workfores
Investment Act of 19%3, Pub. L. MNo. 105-226, 112 Stat. 836 (1L9%8:.
Secticn 408{b)] &f that law included a revised version of Section 508
of the Rehabilitation 2ot of 1%73. Sec. 40s(b}, § 508, 1132 sStat. at
120%3-06. This newly revised Secticn S08 imposes 2irict requirgments
for any electronic and information techaslogy developsd, maintained,
procerad, or used by federal agencies. Electronic and informaktion

technology iz expansively defined. It includes computers (such as
hardware, software, and accessible data svch as web pages), facsimile
machines, copiars, telephones, and other egquipment used for
transmitting, receiving, using, or storing information.

Sacticn S08 was =ffective on the day that it was enacted.
Therefore, all federal agencies must now take steps to ensure that the
electronic and informatico technelogies used in Lhelir programs are
accessikle.
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Subjeckt: Blecbtronic gud Information Technolooy

A2 the initial step in the implementation prooess, Sachion 508
requires all federal agencies to conduct a self-evzluation of their
current electronic and informaticon technology and to report the
results of these self-evalvabions Bo the Departwment of Tusrice. I ask
that you sulmit wvour agency's seli-evaluation to the Department of
Tuatice by June 15, 1%2%, The Department is then regquired Lo report
the results of this government-wide survey to the Presidsant by
February 7, 2000,

Fo save government resources, we are requesting all agency
componsnts to subinit their self-evaluations through a web sice that we
have created for this purpess. Your componenbs can access thiszs page
at "www.h0d.o0rg." The webh page iz soecifically designed to rejeck
entyries from anvons whe iz not using a government compute:s Wilkh an
Internet home address identified by the suffix r.ogowv! or ".mil," in
order to lessen the chance of non-federal psrsons entering falss data.
Hach agendsy should review sach of its components' responsss and
provide an additional comprehensive agency-wide repoxrt.

Tz assist your agency in complyving with Secticom 508 and ik
completing your self-evaluation and report,; we have enclosed seversl
helpiul documents: '

. First, we hawve attached the text of Zeakion 5OE5.

- Second, we have attached a document titled, "Informatich
Regarding Secticon B08 of the Rehabkilitation Act,? including
a lizt of resources that you may consult in developling
accessiblise information and electronic technology.

* Third, we have atrtached a package of informaticn to assisk
your agency in preparing its self-evaluaticen. This Section
508 self-evaluarion package includes:

* Aganey Diredfions
. Form for Identification of Designaked Agenay Official
* Directions for Component Contackts
* Componant Questionnaire, inclueding accessibility
anenkliscs regarding
* Softwars
- Web Eages
* ITM'a ("Information/Transaction Machines")
. Cther Information Technology Equipment
* Fourth, we have attached a memerandum prepared by the T.5.

Department of BEducation that answers many commen questions
akbout Section 502
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Subject: Electronic and Information Teghoolooy

Thank yeu tor wour attenticn to this new federal initiative., I
know bhat we ¢can wordk together to enzurs thak people with digahiliries
can hawve full sccess to our new information and electironic
technelogiess.

LtEachmentcs



