


This is the course Death comes
of your life day after day

300 lives

Not enough bottles

Samoa: easy to enter

but hard to leave.

When you get there you are
young, healthy and fresh; when
you return you are weak, sick,
and debilitated.

Dear brothers [illegible] open your human heart and help us
right away, please.

Trafficking victims in United States v. Kil Soo Lee wrote notes during their captivity, hoping that they would
be found and ultimately rescued. The Department of Justice has translated the text of the notes that were

originally written in Vietnamese.
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Dear Reader:

Human trafficking is the exploitation and enslavement of society's most vulnerable
members. It ranks among the world's most vile and degrading criminal practices. President
George W. Bush has pledged the resources of the United States to address this evil, and the
Department of Justice (Department) is implementing that mandate aggressively.

Human traffickers are slave traders who treat people not with the dignity and respect that
every human being deserves, but as commaodities to be recruited, moved, and sold. Human
trafficking victims often hail from impoverished nations. Their quest for a new beginning leads
them to take chances on alluring work opportunities in the United States that all too often turn
their dreams of a better life into nightmares of physical, emotional, and sexual abuse and
humiliation. Of course, not all trafficking victims move across international borders. Many
victims are Americans recruited from our nation's streets, and their plight is just as
heartbreaking.

This report summarizes the Department's accomplishments during this Administration to
fight human trafficking through aggressive, proactive investigations that reflect a victim-centered
approach. Victims are essential to the investigation, prosecution, and prevention of this appalling
crime. Our strategy is multi-disciplinary. We promote effective federal and state laws,
sophisticated investigatory techniques, and tough federal and state prosecutions that work
collaboratively with federally supported crime victim services and outreach programs. Because
trafficking knows no borders, our efforts have also involved the international community, where
we have shared our victim-centered approach with foreign nations.

Our work has paid off. Human trafficking prosecutions have increased by more than
300%. Nearly 1,000 human trafficking victims have been assisted by the Department and other
law enforcement personnel under the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000. And since
2004, the Department has awarded grants totaling more than $30 million to institute 32 multi-
disciplinary anti-human trafficking task forces and 21 victim service providers in communities
across the nation.



The Department has accomplished a great deal to implement the President's directives to
abolish human trafficking, but we do not end here. We must continue to rescue victims,
prosecute traffickers, and coordinate with our domestic and international partners to put an end to
this heinous crime. It is my hope that this report will help further inform our nation's response to
human trafficking by sharing the successes that we at the Department of Justice have thus far
achieved in combating human trafficking.

Sincerely,

Alberto R. Gonzales
Attorney General
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