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UJ\lITED STATES OF AM RICA, 

Plainliff. COMPLArNT 

08Civ. ___ 

CVP I, LtC, DOWNTO'iNN 

MANHA TT A RESIDENTIAL LLC, 

CHRYSTIE V NTURE PARlNERS, LLC, 

AVA.LON .BAY COMMUNTTIES, INC, 
and SLCE ARCHn'ECrS LLJ>, 

Defendants. 
---·-··························· x 

r'laintiff niled States of America (ihe ~ Ilited Slates" alleges as follows: 

I. This aCLioo is broushl by the oiled States 10 enforce the Fair HOllsing. Act, 

Tille VIII of the Clvil Rights Act of 1968, as runended by tile Fair I-Iousing Amendment:; 

Ac.t of 1988 (the "Fair Housing Act~ or the "Act"), 42 U.S .C. §§ 3601·3619. As set forth jll 

ful l bdow, the Unhc;d SM.e~ alleges !.hat the D<;fenti!lflls, the: d;;:velo])(,rs Mid archilert! of 

Avalon Chryslic Place, a r<; :;;id~nlial apartment complex in Manhal\.8n. havc unlawfully 

di!;Criminated against persons with disabilities under the Fair HOllsing A~t b fa.i ling to 

http:Manhal\.8n
mailto:Briall.Fddlllan@usdDj.gov
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design aJ]d constl1lct Aval'ln Chrystic: Plaoe 5iO as to be: acc~:>s;btc 10' p<:'r!;01lS with 

disabilili es. 

Jurisdlcu 9n aIld Venue 

2. Thh Court nas juri~idion O\'er Ihis action under 28 U.S.C. §§ ]]] ] and 

1345 and 42 U.S.C. § 361 4(a . 

3. Venue. is proper pursuanllo 28 11.S.c. *139 1 (b) ,,-tW.(c) because the ~ Ijlims 

alJeged il:l this acti on arose in the outl:iun DiMet of New York and concern or otherwi se 

rc:latc tQ r",,1 proporty loc,ale(i ill Lhi . Distri ct. 

Tho PrQjlerty 

4. Avalon Chr},slic Pla~ is a residcntial3l'artmcnt building located at 22.9 

Chr},stie Place in ew York, Ncw York. The complex consists of a tower witl:i elevolltor 

access,!IJl(! canlaius 361 d ....<eiling lInit. , as wl;li as publ ic and common use areas. In 

addition, the camp I.e' . retllll:res a rooftop sunder k, a fitness cemer, fi re-~id ~nL" louDge wilh 

pool ljl,blc , and!! WhQle Foods Sll]X'rmarkc:1on !he grI)\Iml floor. 

S. The rental units al A ....aJon ClUj'stie !,Iace are "d .....-eliings .. within the mcl!lt!ing 

of42 U.S.C. § 3602(b and "d_lling units" within the: mcaningof24 · .rR § 100.201. 

6. Avalon Chryiitie Place was designed and constructed for fLrsl oocupan.c)' aHer 

March 13,1991 . All oftheresidcntial unils are "cove",d mul tifamily dwcJJings" within (he 

meaning of42 U.S.C. § 3604(f)(1) and 24 C.F.R. ~ 100.20 1. The complex is subjed to the 

accessibility rcqllirml1:nts of 42 U.S.C. § 3604(1)(3)( ) lind 24 C.FK § l OO.::W-S(a),(c). 
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The D~f~[)da.n1.s 

7. CV P I, LLC, a b ela ware limited liability compan)', Downtown Manhattm 

Residential LLC, a Delaware Ijmlted liability company, Cilrystie Venture Partners, LLC. a 

Delaware limitc,d liabili ty company, ami Avalon BIIY Communities. Inc .• a MaIyland 

corporation, are [be owners, andJor builders and developers of A valon Chry~!je Place, alld, 

in (nose c;apacilics, designed and consu:ucted Ihc ·complex. 

8. SLeE Archilects LLP is" ew York li mit<:d liabilil), pIIrtllCTship that drew 

lIle arcbi}eClUrBl plans for Avalon Chrystie Place and, in that capacity, de5 i gn~d aDd 

conslructed the com plex. 

Oth~r PropeTlL~~ 

9. lJP(lfl, information and belief, tne Deflmdants bave designed and constructed 

olher mullifamify housing conlple cs fo r first occupancy after Mllrcn 13, 1991 . which are 

also subject to the Fair Housing Act's aoccssibHi1y n:quircmc:nts. 

fair HousiDB Ad Q aim$ 

10. Plaintiffre.alleges and incorporales by reference the allegations set, forth in 

paragraphs 1-9 above. 

11. Defendants "ioJaled 42 U . . C. § 3604(1)(3)(C) and 24 C.F.R. § lOO.205(c) by 

fa jlill& 10 design and t:,Qn 'ItUC! AVI\Jo ll ChrysLie Place ill such a ma:nJ1er !hal; 

a. 	 the public use lind common u:seportrons oflhe dwellings are readily 

accessi ble to and usable bypersollS wito disabililies; and 

D. 	 "n pr",m js~s within such dwdHoils conlain the following feat ures of 

adaptin des ign: 
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i) 	 fin aCcessi br.;, route into and 1liruUSh the d we lling; 

li) 	 r .. i l'lforcelTl~nL~ in bathroom walls 10 allo\ late r jnslB[laticll1 or 

grab bar. ; and 

tii} 	 useable kitchens lind batnrooms, such that an il1dl vidual using 

a w/leelcltair C~IJ maneuver ab(lut the ~p.ace. 

12. Defeooanls, through the actions and conduct referred 10 in the preceding 

paragraph, have: 

a. 	 Discriminlltcd in the silk Qr rental of, Or Qthcnvi 5(: made Llnavllilable: 

Or dcole:d, dwellings to il-u)'e:rs ur renter becaUse of a disllbilily. in 

violation of42 U.S.C. §J004{t)(1} and 24 C.F.R. § ] Q0.202(a}; 

b. 	 Discriminated a~ainsl persons in the terms, oonditions, or prtvileges 

Il lhe sale or rental of a do.l'ell illg. or in UH: provisillll of seNtCe'S or 

acilities in connection with a dwelling, because of a d isability, in 

\~olation of 42 U.S. . § 3604 (t)(2} and 24 C.F.R. *100.202(b); and 

~ . Faile(l (0 .;Iesign a(}(l construct d"'<eIHngs ill compliance wi ll) the 

accessibility and adapl.llbility features mandated by 42 u .s ,C. 

P604(f)(J (C) and 24 C.F.R. § 100.205. 

11. 	 Th.e eonduct of Ddendants d~sc,ibcd 11001,0'1; <';{InsCitU~I;S; 

!\. 	 A pauem or practice of resislaltCe to the fu!1 enj,oym.ent of ri!!, fll~ 

granted by the Fair Housing Act, 42 U . . C. ~ 3601-3619; and/or 



b. 	 A denial to a group of persons. of ri ghts granted by the F a.r Housing 

Act,42 U..C. H 3601.3619, which denial raises an issue of general 

publ ic irnportllnec:. 

14. Persons wholllJlY have 1x:cn the victims ofDefcndants' di5cnminatory 

h<1usjng praclices an: acgrie ed persons under 42 U.S.C. § 3602(i) 3nd rna)' have sufferoci 

injuries as a result of Derendant~ ' conduct dese;ribl::d above. 

1.5. Defeooams' dlscrilllimltory aClion and c.onducl described above were 

intentional, \\~lIrul, Blld I'l"-ell in disregard for the ri&lilS Qf " t[:L"fS. 

Prayer far Relier 

WHE,REFORE. the United States prays chat the Court enler an order 1bat: 

I. Declare~ thai tlle pol Leies amI practices of Defendants, as alleged in this 

complain!, vioullc Ihe Fair Housing Act; 

2. Enjoins Dtfertd,.,,[s, their officers, employees, allenlS, sucees 015, ftlld aJl 

oth<lr persolls in ac,tivl; COllcen Qf p;lnieipal i011 W[I); any of Ihr:rn, frol11; 

a, 	 failing or refusing to bring the dwelHng units Md pu lie usc allll 

common use llreas at Avalon Chrystie P'I ~ce into compl.ianc.e with 42 

U.S.C. § 3604(1)(3}(C), lind 24 C.F.R. § 100.20$; 

b. 	 Failing or refusing 10 \.a!ce. StlcJl affirmative steps as may be [leceSS ry 

to restore as n.early as prllcticable, persons hanned by Defendalll!O' 

LIn l~wfLlI practices lu Ute Ii'()~ilioll tlley would haw hc;.;n in. bUl for the 

dI scrimil"la,lOlj' oondu to 
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<. 	 o..;i!U"~ IIndlor c<>n<tnI<ti"~ ill)' "",~t<d multifamil)' d""lIi"i-' in 

the fut"'" that do Mt <oown the """ ...t.il ity .". o.Jop<>bH;1)' 

foe".........uit<d \oi ~2 U.S.C. f J.......(f)(J)(C) ond 24 C.F,R, 

t 100,205, 

d. 	 F';I ittg Ot "'f...."iI to coMLl<t acompli""", "".,<)' ., . 11 «..-.,.-<d 

mullif"",H)' dwel l"iI' do:,i,n«I and <om""",cd bj' the lJ<f<nd. l'I" to 

do:l<mli", "wiler <h< ",,,,,fn. onl<r<d in po"II"p/ll(.) "'CfC mode 

p!'>p<rly ;ooo 

<. 	 Foili.,..,.. ",fu. i"ll to n:""fit thc dwell ;'11 ""ito and publi< and 

"""""'" ""'...,.. in thcso: and 0<1><0- ,o,~m! multifamily ""~lIi ",. 

do:.i~ncd .00 «>n<tnI<tod by thc o.f.nd.onts to brtrow. th<m into 

oomplianc< wi'" thc "'qui","","" of ~1 U.s.c. I lW«f)(J)(C): 

), A"'ord> 0pprQpi0l< ~ domag... """'"*", 10 42 U,S,c. 

t )614(<1)( I )(8). to <lOch I"""'" h>m>cd b~ o<r,.-",' di><';m;'..,"'Y oo..!"" ..... 

procli,,", and 

4 . A ....... 0 dvil pcrW1)' 0&01''''' <><h O<f,ndaot ,n tf>t """imum """,..,t 

ouihortz.d by 42 U.S.C. t )6 '4(d)(I .C~ 10 ,indi<ole thc 1"'1>1i< inle"'''. 
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Tbe UnJlcd Sta!c~ u rth~r pT'ily~ ror such additional ;elief .... !he interests ofjustice 

may require. 

n CHA.Ef.. S . IYfUKASEY 
A~tOmey General ofthe United Stales 

Acting AlIsi.slsn mey General 
Ch-ij Rights Dlvi,sion 

lCHAEL J. GARCIA 
Vniled lales AttomO'y 

By' R _..:r_ z;--..
' '- ~:U(mT 

BRIA M. FELDJl.1AN 
A~5is.ta.nl Uni'.cd Slml.eo; Altorney. 
86 amDers treet, 3rcl Floor 

.cw York, cw York 10007 
d. Nos. (212) 63 7-2774, 2777 

Fa>;. NOj;. (ZI2) 637-2686. 2117 
SOfllh.Light@~40j .gov 
Brian clclmllJl@usdoj .gov 
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