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THE UNITED .STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR.THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF NORTH.CAROLINA 

WESTERN DIVISION 
.CivilActionNo. 1796. 

. . . . . . . ). 
HAROLD DOUGLA.S COPPEDGE, et al., ) 

) 
Plamtiffs, )

. . ) : 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) 
). 

Plaintiff;.Intervenor,· . ) 
) CONSENT.ORDER 

v. ) 
·. ·1t=-

. . . ) . . 

. THE FRANKLIN .COUNTY BOARD OF ··) · .. 
EDUCATION; 1/I5) ':i\ -::. 

. ) 

,Defendant. ) 

;,(:. ( - .. ,: i.f •... c:·"'1. .;.; ~.ii -.-.~r~. 
.. ~ 

i,;;·.: ? ..:. . ·:·"-t.. •'-:. •. ·- ! .•\~~'. ·. :.r_·.i.,: .... i. 

. · CONSENT ORDER· 
:~;; ~:~i-~·:)i(..(.':C~;j ';if.:·.J_.~ . .:!..1 ~ 1 !.. :,,::.!. •: -::··: , r · 

.. r· .. 1.: :: . : . _; :·.. :.: :

. . , ... 
·:.! 

Io' '••, 

. ·:·. ·. ~~.:7~·:: ..·:.~~-~- ..:;~~.. ·:· r~i: · '!'·: ·.• · ..:1 

This matter is before the Court at the req{!-~S.t.-ofplaintiffs Harold Douglas· Coppedge, et 
. ·. . . • . ·. :. . -: . • ·; .'•r ': • • ' ~ l • • :. '. '• ; .} • ;,.-' • '. ( .. . ' • . • _. . ·.; ~ • : . 

. al., plamtiff-i:ritervenor Umted States, and defendant Fra:oklin County Board ofBd;µ~_a.tio:i;i.('the· 
. . . . . . •, ... ·. . . ·. ', . . •.:· .. .,. ... 

. District") . 

The District operates under a series of school clesegregat10~ orders .(:in.cludm.g 01.·ders · 
. . . . . . . ·. . . 

·· issued on August 21, 1967, A~gu~t 5,.1968, July 28, 1970; May 22,.1978, August 16, 1994, June 

14, 1996, and Jun.e 17, .2003). The d~segregation orders and applicable foder~ law ~equire the 
• ' • I • 

District to, inter alia, ~liminate the vestiges of discrimination, to the extent practi~~9ly:,· in ~ts .. , 
. . . . . . . . . . . ' . . .. ~ . .. . , 

student assignments, faculty and staffh:iring ~nd ..i3-3sig:om.ents, quality of education, school.: 
·. . ... ·~ ....~··.; . ~:~ r,;·~-~--<'····: ! .~ ..: .. -: 1 -:.r· .. ·... r::· ; (J'.~···· ,.. · ~ ... . : .- . . . .i. .··. . . . · ·. 

transportation, extracu1Ticular activities.;_s.c.h.(wJ....conatrµctip:0..and facilities, and student tra'nsfers .. 
· · . ~ <.:i\~:l·.L ...,..I \.J~:t)~- ~- ·. · . . ·. 

T1-~_de~e.gr,egati9p._.or4~ 9.f Jmi,e.17,_2,003., amo~g other.things, directed the District, in 

J . 
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.,. · _cooperation with an outside consuitant, to prepare a plan of student assignment that ensures that it 

· has eliminated the vestiges of discrimination, to the .extent practicable, :in student·assignment. 

. A plan w~ developed by the out~ide consultant and the District modified said.plan to 

. .5ome extent and the District, by vote of.the Bo.ard ofEducation, adopted what. is. called the 

Altern:ate 21 Plan for School Assignment ("the Plan"). A copy ofsaid ·Plan is attached hereto as · 
. . . . . . . 

. Exhibit A a:o.d is incorporated by reference herein as if fully set forth; . In accorcl~ce ;ith the 

orders of this Court the Plan was promulgated among the parties and was approved by all ofthe
. . . . . . . . . . 

. paiiies·. ·. 

The District in the October 11, 2004 meet:i:rig,.by vote of the Board ofEducation, vot~d to 

allow rising se~iors, juniors, ·eighth graders, and fifth graders to be graildfathered..under the prior 
. . . . . . . . . . 

,, . 

·siudentAssignment Plan provided the parents request it and pr.avid~ transportation. 

· · In an effort to address the Cour{'s concerns regarding student assignment,. the parties ha~e ·· ,i;'' 
.· . . . : . . . . . . 

agreed to. accept the Plan as a111ean; .t6 eliminate the vestiges, to th~ extent practicable, o.f student 

assignment. .. · · •. . 

BASED UPON THE APPLICABLE LAW, it is ·the determinati~ri oftliis Comi that the 

actions·· embodied in this Consent Order: .1) comport with .the.Fourteenth Ame:p.dnient .to the 
·. ,, 

Constitution o'tthe United States ~fAmerica and applicable federal la~; 2) are reasonable, 

equitable,. and app1·op1iate to ensure that the practices and policies of the· District comply with· . 

.applicable federal law ;md priors orders· of the Court.in this case; and 3) will, ifproperly .· 
. . . . . . . .. . 

'. . ' . 

implemented, further the orderly desegregation of the schools· operated by the District 

THEREFORE, JT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND D.ECREED as 

. follows: 

1) ·The Alternate 21 Plan, a :copy of which is· attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporat~d .. 
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. . . . . 

by refe~ence as if fully set forth be entered, a:onoun~ed, and in1plemented as appropriate steps for 

·.. attaining compliance with applicable'federal law and shall begin.to be :implemented :in the 2005-. 
. . . . ~-

06 school year. 

· 2) All ris:ing Seni~rs, Juniors,. Eighth Gr~ders, and Fifth Grnders who are affected_ under 

this plan are allowed to be grandfathered under the prior student assignment plan provided that 

they comp01i' with all-policies request:ing.transfer :fro~ the C~Jitral Office· :including provid:ing 

their own transportation; That this transfer shall be -h~dled administratively in the same mcmner 

as the current MajorityiM:inority student 't!ansfers; That said grandfather:ing for the affected 

students is additionally' s~bject to the follow:ing conditions; · : 

a) ~Lsiichrequests for''grandfathering" transfers.shall be made by June 15, 2005; · · 

b) B.Y June-22, 2005, the D1stri_ct shall provide to the·tJnited ·States and Pla:intiff;. ;,,,/ 

. . the following .information abo~t. each studentrequest:ing a: '1graJJ.dfather'' :tr~sfer; 

':.,,r,:.l) the· applibant'smrine,1'ace, and grade~.· .·. ~·· ·.·~ 

· 2) the:nam~:ofth~ school the applicant is assigried to; and 

.3) the~~e of the school.the applicant would like to attend under the 

· '.'grandfathering" option; 

c) Upo11 receipt ofthi~ list ofaffected· ~tudents by the United States and Piaintiffs, 

the United States and Pla:intms will have fifteen (15) days td raise an .obj_ectfon to any such.·. 

application'and ifsuch an objectio~ is not raised:;,1th:in fifteen (15) days ofreceipt then it shall be 

assumed that there is no such objection and the District.may finally approve the transfer:. 

d) Further, a final list ·ofthe "grandfathered''. students shall b~ provided to ·the . 

United States and Plaintms by October 15, 2005 and the.Same information as provided :in 

. Paragraph2(b) ofthe decree portion of this order shall also be p;ovided; 
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_e) The parties shall review the effects of the new assignment plan as well as the 

: "grandfather'' prov.isi~n,_based on the :inf~rmationprmrided by October 15, 2005 pursuant to this -
. . 

order and the ·court's_ 2003 . Consent Order,. section N. .Any party. requesting further modification 

or re~sion shall make such request within 60 days- of the date the· Franklin County Board of 

Education complies with the rep01ting requirements set forth in this Order .and in Section N of 

the 2003 .Consent Ordei:. Any.such changes shall be :subject to the approval ~f th~ Court. 
. . . . . . .. . . ·, .· . 

-3}.All othe1: ~rders of.the Court.re~airi in full force·and effectincluding all orders 

regardio:g yea.rly 1:eviews: of the stu.dent assignment plan . 

. 4) This matter is i-etamed·by the Court for further orders. _· 
ti . . 

_SO ORDERED, this. S .. day of , 2005 . 

. . ··,. 

ted. States District Judge 
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The following signat~res of the paiiies indicate their consent to the entry· of this Consent 
· Decree. 

·For D efendantFrank:lin County Board of -Educatiom 
. . (\ 11 :,. ;..: --.·. . 
~~ ~ ·. ~ 

. C. BOYD STURGES, ill· · 
Davis, Sturges & Tomlinson 
P.O. Drawer 708_ · 
Louisburg, NC 27549.' 
(919) 496~2137 .·. . 

F~r Pl~~Harol~ Dora~ C~ppedge,. et_ al..: 

%a;am4~~
WJLLIAM S~SON ~ C 

· · Ferguson: Stein Chambers 
312 West Franklin Street, Suite 2 · · 

·.. Chapel Hill, NC 27515 
(919) 933-5300: . 

.· . For P.J.amtiff-;Jntervenor United· States of America: - . 

:·. FRANKD; WBI'l;'NEY . . 
· ; · UNITED STATES A ORNEY; 

.. RENFER, JR. 
Civil-Chief; Office ofUriit d States Attorney 

· 310 NewBernAvenue, Suite 800 •.: · . 
Raleigh, NC 27601-1461 . . . . 
(919)856-4530 · · · ·. · .. . · · · _. 

(~a«l-~·.. 
JAVIER M. GUZMAN_.· 
.TAMARAH. KASSABIAN 
U.S. Department of Justic~, ·CivilRights Divisio~- · 
950 PennsylvaniaAvemie, NW·._·.·. · ·-
Patrick Hemy Building, ·Suite 4300 

. Washington, DC 20530 · 
(202) 514-4092 ·. 
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