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FILED 
U.S. Dlstr1ct Court 
District of Kansas 

JAN 1 7 2020 

.Clerk, as.District Court 
By IYY\ Deputy Clerk

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF KANSAS 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff. 

V. 

THONG CJ\O , INDIVIDUALLY AND 
D.13.A . CAO PROP ERTIES & 
REN TALS. et al., 

Defendants. 

) 
) 
) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Civil No. 6:17-cv-01310 

_ _______________ 

CONSENT ORDER AND JUDGMENT 

I. INTRODUCTION 

I. This action was filed by the United States of America on December 18, 2017, and 

amended on March 29, 2018, to enforce Title VIII of the Civ il Rights Act of 1968 (the Fair 

Housing Act). 42 U.S.C. *§ 360 1-3631 . The United States alleges that Defendants Thong Cao, 

individually and d/b/a/ Cao Properties and Rentals , and Mai Cao (co llective ly, ··Defendants"), 

have engaged in a pattern or practice of resistance to the full enj oyment of rights granted by the 

Fa ir Housing Act. and denied to a group of persons rights granted by the Fair Housing Act that 

raise an issue of genera l public importance, in vio lat ion of 42 U.S .C. § 36 I 4(a). 

2. The United States alleges that , from at least 2009 through 2014. Defendant Thong 

Cao subjected multiple female tenants of the Defendants ' residential rental properties to 

discrimination on the basis of sex, including severe. pervas ive, and unwelcome sexual 

harassment and reta li ation. including but not limited to the fo ll owi ng: 
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a. Making unwelcome sex ual comments and unwelcome sexual advances to 

fcrnalc tenants; 

b. Subjecting female tenants to unwelcome sexual contact, including 

grabb ing their breasts and buttocks without their consent; 

c. Conditioning tangible housi ng benefits- such as forgiving or reducing 

rent- in exchange for sex; and 

d. Taking adverse housing actions. such as seeking to have tenants evicted or 

refusing to make repairs, or threatening to take such actions, against 

female tenants who objected to and/or refused sexual advances. 

3. The United States alleges that Defendant Thong Cao's conduct was intentional, 

willful , and/or taken in reckless disregard for the right s of others. 

4. The United States alleges that the conduct described above constitutes: a pattern 

or practice of resistance to the full enjoyment of the rights granted by the_Fair Housing Act , 42 

U.S.C. §§ 360 I. et seq.; and a denial to a group of persons of rights granted by the Fair Housing 

Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 360 I. el seq., raising an issue of general public importance. 

5. The United States alleges that Defendant Mai Cao is liable for Thong Cao·s 

discriminatory conduct because, during the time period in which Thong Cao allegedly engaged 

in unlawful sex ual harassment, she either co-owned certain rental dwellings with Defendant 

Thong Caci or exclusively owned rental dwellings managed by Defendant Thong Cao . On May 

28, 2019, Mai Cao filed a motion for partial summary judgment. asserting that she was not 

vicariously liable for Thong Cao·s mi sconduct because there was insufficient evidence to 

demonstrate that she acted as Thong Cao ' s principal. The Court denied Mai Cao 's motion on 

October 28, 2019. 

2 
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6. The United States alleges that Defendants ' discriminatory conduct injured fema le 

tenants. Such persons arc "aggrieved persons·· as defined in 42 U.S.C. § 3602(i) and have 

suffered damages as a result of Defendants· conduct. 

7. Al l parties have agreed that in order to avoid protracted and costly liti gation , this 

act ion should be resolved wi thout a trial and adj udication of the fac ts alleged by the United 

States. Therefore, the parties consent to the entry of this Consent Order and Judgment (' 'Consent 

Order"). 

8. This Consent Order shall not consti tute an adm ission or ack nowledgment of 

li ability by Defendants or a determination by the Court on the merits of any claims asserted by 

the United States. 

9. This Consent Order constitutes full resolution of all clai ms asserted aga in st 

Defendants by the United Stales in thi s action 

I 0. The parties agree that this Court has j urisd iction over this ac tion under 28 U.S.C . 

§ 133 1, 28 U.S.C. § 1345. and 42 U.S.C. § 36 14(a). 

11 . The parties agree that this Consent Order wi ll constitute entry of a civi l j udgment. 

ACCORDINGLY, it is hereby ADJUDGED, ORDERED and DECREED: 

II. SCOPE AND TERM OF THE CONSENT ORDER 

12. The provisions of this Consent Order shall app ly to Defendants, their officers , 

employees, age nts. ass igns. successors- in-interest. and all persons or entities who engage in the 

residential rental property business wit h, or are in ac tive concert or participation with, any of 

them . 

3 



Case 6:17-cv-01310-EFM Document 91 Filed 01/17/20 Page 4 of 23 

13 . Thi s Consent Order is effec ti ve immediately upon its entry by the Court. Fo r 

purposes of this Consent Order. the phrases ··effec tive date·· and ·'date of thi s Consent Order'' 

shal l refer to the date on which the Court enters this Consent Order. 

14. Unless otherwise speci fi ed or extended pursuant to Paragraph 53 . the provis ions 

of this Consent Order shall be in effect for a period of five (5) years from the effective da te of 

this Consent Order. The case is hereby dismissed with prejudice, except that the Court shall 

retain jurisdiction for a peri od of five (5) years after the effecti ve date, fo r the purpose of 

enforc ing or interpretin g the prov isions of this Consent Order. 

15. As used in thi s Order, the term "Subject Properties" refers to 827 N. Glendale 

Avenue. 837 N. Glendale Avenue, 826 N. Oliver Ave nue, and 837 N. Oli ver Avenue. 

16. As used in this Order, the term ·'Property Management Responsibilities'' 

includes, with respect to any residential rental dwelling: adverti sing dwelling units for rent; 

showing orrenting housing unit s; process ing rental applications; supervising or perfo rming 

repairs or maintenance; negotiating rents or security depos its; determining tenant eligibility fo r 

subsidies or waivers of fees or rent ; determining whom to rent to, whom to seek to ev ict, and/o r 

whose lease to renew or not renew; in spectin g dwe lling unit s; collecting rent and fees; 

oversee ing any aspects of the rental process ; or engagin g in any other property-related ac ti vities 

that in vo lve. or may in vo lve. direct or indirect personal contact with tenants or prospective 

tenants; operating, consulting. managi ng. staffi ng, participating in . working in (whether paid or 

unpaid). or otherwise hav ing any invo lvement in the management , or maintenance of rental 

dwellings. including but not limited to those owned and/or managed by any Defendant in thi s 

action. 

4 
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Ill . INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 

17. Defendants, their officers. agents, employees, successors and ass igns, and all 

other persons or entities in active concert or participation with them, are hereby enjoined from: 

a. Discriminating in the sa le or rental. or otherwise making unava ilab le or 

denying, a dwelling to any buyer or renter because of sex; 

b. Discriminating aga inst any person in the term s, conditions or privileges of 

renting a dwelling unit , or in the prov ision of se rvi ces or facilities in connection 

therewith , because of sex: 

c. Making. printing, publishing. or causing to be made, printed, or published any 

not ice, statement or advertiseme nt with res pect to the rental of a dwelling unit 

that states any preference. limitation, or di scrimination based on sex; or 

d. Coercing. intimidating. threatening. or interfering with an y person in the 

exerc ise or enjoyment ol: or on account of her hav ing exercised or enjoyed, or 

on account or her havin g aided and encouraged any other person in the exercise 

or enjoyment of, any right granted by the Fair Housing Act. 42 U.S .C. §§ 360 1-

363 1. 

18. Defendant Thong Cao is hereby permanentl y enjoined from directl y or indirectly 

engaging in or conducting any Property Ma nagement Responsibilities as defi ned in this Order, 

regardless or who owns the property. 

19. Defendants are hereby permanently enjoined from using any property they 

currentl y own or acq uire in the future as a residential rental property. with the exception of the 

Suhject Properties as addressed in Section IV. infi·o. 

5 
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20. Defendants shall be perm anently prohibited from purpose full y or knowingl y 

engaging in contac t or communications. either directl y or indirec tl y, with : (a) any current or past 

tenant of the Subj ect Properties or (b) any current or past tenant of any res idential rental property 

in which any Defendant had any Property Manage ment Responsibilities or any ownersh ip 

interest, fin ancial interest, or cont ro l interest at any time between January I, 1996, through the 

term of th is Order, including hut not limited to any person ident ifi ed as an aggrieved person 

pursuant to Paragraph 28 below. ··Contac t or communications'' includes, but is not limited to, 

phys ica l contact, verbal co ntac t, telephone call s, e-mail s. faxes, written communications, text or 

instant messages, co ntac ts throu gh social medi a, or other communications made through t_hird 

part ies. 

2 1. In the event that either defe ndant inadve rtentl y or unintenti onally initiates any 

contact with any person desc ribed in Paragraph 20, or such perso n initiates such contact with 

either defendant, that Defe ndant will immediately di scontinue the contact or communi cation and 

take all reasonable steps to avo id any further contact or communication 

IV. REQUIREMENT TO SELL THE SUBJECT PROPERTIES 

22. Defendants shall se ll or transfer the Subject Properties to a bona fid e, independent 

third-party purchaser(s) in an arms-length transac ti on(s) within two years of the date of this 

Consent Order. For purposes of thi s Order, except as prov ided in Paragraph 23 below, a ' 'bona 

fid e, independent third-party purch ase r.. is one with whom Defend ants have no current or pas t 

financial, contractual, personal or fa mili al relationship . An "arms-length transaction' ' is one that 

has been arri ved at in the marketpl ace between independent , non-a ffili ated persons, unrelated by 

blood or marri age. with oppos in g economic interests rega rding the transacti on. The United 

6 
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States agrees to fully cooperate in releas in g any lien on the Subj ect Properties in order to 

effectuate a sa le pursuant to this paragraph. 

23. On September 28.20 18. Defendants entered into an Option to Pu rchase 

Agreement with Judy and rrancis 8ias (" 13uyers") to se ll the Subj ect Properties (the ·'Purchase 

Agreement'"). Pursuant to th e Purchase Agreement. the Buyers were granted an option to 

purchase the Subject Properties. Defendants represe nt that Buyers have been makin g payments 

of at least $2,500 per month under the Purchase Agreement. Upon the transfe r of full lega l Litle 

to the Subject Properties fro m Defendants to Buyers. Defendants shall sa ti sfy their obliga tions 

pursuant to Paragra ph 22 . 

24. Within ten ( I 0) days of the sa le or transfer of the Subject Properties. as set forth 

in Paragraph 22. Defendants shall provide the United States with the date of the sale or transfer 

and provide copies of the docum ents memori alizing the sa le or transfer, and contact information 

fo r the subsequent purchaser. 

25. Betwee n th e effec tive date of this Consent Order and the date of sa le or transfer of 

the Subjec t Properties, a third party will perform all Property Management Responsibilities at the 

Su~j ect Properties. Defendants represe nt th at Buyers are currently perfo rming these functions at 

the Subject Properties. 

26. If the Purchase Agreement between Defendants and Buyers is not effectuated, 

prematurely terminated , and/or is defaulted on, and Defendants are unable to se ll or transfer the 

Subj ect Properties to Buyers as set fo rth in Paragra ph 23, Defendants shall : 

a. Noti fy the United States within five (5) days of th e termination of the 

Purchase Agreement or default by one of the parties to the Purchase 

7 
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Agreement. or immedi ately upon Defendants· repossess ion of the Subject 

Properties, whi chever is earlier. 

b. Retain an independent manager to perfo rm all Property Management 

Responsi bilities al the Subj ect Properties. Defendants shall submit the 

name of the pro posed manager to the United States fo r written approva l at 

least ten ( I 0) days pri or to retaining the indi vidual or entity . The proposed 

manager musl be an indi vidual or entity experi enced in managin g rental 

properti es and who has no current or past empl oyment. fin ancial, 

contrac tual, personal. or famili al relati onship with any Defe ndant. 

Approval by the United States shall not be unreasonably withheld . Should 

Defe ndants wish to change managers at any time, they sha ll submit the 

name of the pros pective manager to the United Stales fo r written approva l 

at least ten ( 10) days prior to retaining the individual or ent ity. All costs 

resulting from retenti on of an independent manager shall be borne by 

Defendants. 

c. Implement. subj ec t to the United States· approva l, a written policy against 

sexual harassment. including a fo rmal complaint procedure. A copy or 

thi s policy and procedure shall be provided to counsel for the United 

States within thirty (30) days of th e term ination or default under the 

Purchase Agreement. Thi s policy and procedure will be implemented 

within fi ve (5) days after the United States indicates that the policy and 

procedure are sa ti sfactory to the United States. At th at time the 

8 
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independent manager shall notify a ll current tenant s of the Subject 

Properti es of the policy and procedure. 

d. Attend an in-person training on the Fair Housin g Act, including the Act ' s 

provisions related to sex and sexual harassment di scriminati on and 

di scriminatory statements within sixty (60) days of the terminati on or 

default under the Purchase Agreement. The trainer or training entity must 

be appro ved in adva nce by the United States. Defendants will bear the 

cost of any ex penses assoc iated with thi s training. Defendants will obtain 

from the trainer or tra ining entity certificates o f attendance, and provide 

proof of such training to the United States. Defend ants shall arrange lor 

an interpreter to be present at such in-person training to translate th e 

content from Engli sh to Vi etnamese. 

e. Ensure that any persons in vo lved in perfo rming Property Management 

Responsibilities with respect to the Subj ect Propert ies are fa mili ar with the 

requirements of the FH A. parti cularl y as they pertain to di scrimination on 

the bas is of sex and sex ual harassment , and with thi s Conse nt Order. 

f. Require that all advetti sing conducted lo r the Subj ect Properties in 

newspapers, telephone directories. radi o, telev ision, Internet websites, 

social media, or ot.her media, and all billboards, signs (including al the 

properti es ), pamphlets, broc hures, and other pro moti onal literature, 

include either a fair housing logo, the wo rds ..equal housing opportunity 

provider." and/or the fo ll owi ng sentence: '·We arc an equal opportunity 

housing provider. We do not di scriminate on the bas is of race, co lor, 

9 
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national origin. religion, sex, familial status, or disability." The words or 

logo shall be legible and prominently placed. 

g. Maintain all rental records kept in relation lo rental of the Subject 

Properties and allow the United Stales lo inspect and copy such records 

upon reasonable notice. 

h. Notify the United Stales within ten (IO) days of the receipt of any written 

or oral complaint of discrimination submitted by a tenant or applicant for 

housing, or of any improper involvement or interference by Defendants at 

any Subject Property. and provide the United Stales with all records 

related to the complaint. 

V. COMPLIANCE TESTING 

27. The United States may take steps to monitor the Defendants' compliance with this 

Consent Order. including. but not limited to. conducting fair housing tests al any residential 

rental properties owned. operated, or controlled by the Defendants. 

VI. MONETARY DAMAGES FOR AGGRIEVED PERSONS 

28 . Defendants agree lo pay a total sum of ONE HUNDRED FIFTY-FIVE 

THOUSAND DOLLARS ($155,000) for the sole purpose of compensating those perso ns whom 

the United States has determined may have been harmed by the Defendants ' discriminatory 

housing practices (hereinafter •'aggrieved persons''). 

29. Within thirty (30) days of the effective date of this Order. Defendants shall pay a 

total of NINETY-FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($95,000) to the aggrieved persons listed in 

10 
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Appendi x A. by delivering to counse l for the United States, by ove rni ght delivery 1, checks 

payable lo each agg ri eved person li sted in Appendix A. 

30. Within fi ve (5) days of the effecti ve date of the Order, the United Stales will 

provide Defendants with a list of the amounts that should be paid to each agg rie ved person 

pursuant lo Paragraph 29. 

3 1. Within two (2) years of the effect ive date of this Order, Defendants shall pay a 

tota l of SIXTY THOUSAN D DOLLARS ($60,000) to compensate aggrieved persons. 

32. For the purpose of complying with Parag raph 31, within fo urtee n ( 14) days of the 

effective dale of this Order, the Defe nd ants shall es tabli sh an interest-bea ring esc row account 

(·'Escrow Account") and immediately depos it a sum of two thousand fiv e hundred dollars 

($2,500). The Escrow Account shall be establi shed fo r the so le purpose of compensating 

aggr ieved persons. Within tive (5) business days of the establishment of the Escrow Account, 

the De fe ndants shall submit proof to the United Stales that the account has been estab lished and 

the fund s depos ited. 

33. Within fourteen ( 14) days of the effect ive date of thi s Order. the Defendants shall 

identify a third-party indi vidua I to serve as Administrator of the Escrow Acco unt. The 

Ad min is trator must be approved in writing by the United States . Defend ants shall bear any costs 

associated wi th the Administrator. 

34. Afte r estab li shment of the Esc row Account, the Defendants shall continue lo 

make monthl y deposits into the Esc row Account of al least two thousa nd five hundred dollars 

1 All documents. in struments. and written materi als required by thi s Consent Order lo be sent lo 
the United Sta tes shall be sent by commercial (not by United States Postal Service) overnight 
delivery serv ice. addressed as fo llows: Chief, Housing & Civi l Enfo rcement Section, Civil 
Rights Di vision. United States Department of Justice. 150 M St. NE, 8th Floor, Washington, D.C. 
2000 1, Attn : DJ 175-29-118. 

11 
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($2,500) unti I a tota l amount of sixty thousand dollars ($60,000) has been depos ited . Defendants 

agree to deposit any and all amounts received pursuant to the Purchase Agreement into the 

Escrow Accou nt, including an amou nt ove r $2,500 if they rece ived a payment from Buyers 

greater than that amount in any given month . However, Defe ndants sha ll be respons ibl e for 

making monthly payments of at least $2.500 per month regardless of whether any payments are 

rece ived from Buyers pursuant to the Purchase Agreement. 

35 . On or before the fifteenth of each month, Defendants shall provide proof to the 

United States of their deposits into the Esc row Acco unt fo r the prev ious month . Beginning three 

(3) months a ftcr the cff cctivc date of th is Order, and every three (3) months thereafter, 

Defendants shall provide a repo11 to the United States showing all amounts received from Guyers 

in the precedi ng three months. 

36. Defe ndan ts shall provide an acco unting of the Escrow Account upon request by 

the United States. 

37. Any interest accruing to the Escrow Account shall become a part of the Escrow 

Account and he utilized as set fo rth herein. 

38. The Defendants shall be so lely responsi ble for any taxes assessed or owed on any 

interest earned on money deposited to the Escrow Account. 

39. When Defe ndants have deposited the full amount of sixty thousand dollars 

($60,000) into the Escrow Account, the United States will provide Defendants with a list of 

aggrieved persons and th e amount of additi onal damages that each aggrieved person should 

receive. Within ten (10) clays of rece ipt of the United States' determinations. the Administrator 

shall deliver to co un se l fo r the United States, by ove rnight delivery, checks payab le to each 

12 
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aggrieved person in the amount specified by the United States. The Defendants shall ensure that 

the Admini strator iss ues checks in accordance with thi s paragraph . 

40. The United States reserves the ri ght to req uest disbursement of fund s from the 

Escrow Account at any lime prior to Defendants' deposit or the full amount of sixty thousand 

doll ars ($60.000). 

41. In no event shal I the aggregate of al I such checks issued from the Escrow Account 

exceed the sum of the Escrow Account plus acc rued interest. 

42. If a check issued by Defendants has not been depos it ed, the Uni ted States may 

req uest that Defendants cance l the check and reissue a check in a different name and/o r in a 

different amount. 

43 . The Defendants agree that all disbursement determinations of the United States 

with respect lo aggrieved persons shall be final, and Defendants hereby waive the ri ght to conlesl 

th e United States· determinations in thi s or any other proceeding. Defendants hereby agree that 

they will not seek to interfere wi th or oppose the United States' determinations regarding the 

aggrieved persons and the appro priate amount of damages paid to each aggrieved person. 

44. When co unsel fo r the United States has rece ived a check from the Defendants 

payab le to an aggrieved person and a signed release in the form of Appendix B from the 

aggrieved person, counsel for the United States shall del iver the check to the aggrieved person 

and a copy of the signed release to the Defendants . No aggri eved person shall be paid until that 

person has exec uted and deliv'ered to counse l fo r the United States the release at Appendix 8. 

45. The compensa ti on required to be paid pursuant to Paragraphs 29 and 3 1 is a debt 

within the meaning of 11 U.S.C. § 523(a)(6). The Defendants shall not seek to di scharge any 

part of this debt in bankruptcy. 

13 
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VII. CIVIL PENAL TY 

46. Within thirty (30) days of the effective date of thi s Order, Defendants sha ll pay 

FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS ($5,000) to the United States as a civil penalty pursuant to 42 

U.S.C. §36 l4(d)( l)(C). Thi s payment shall be in the fo rm of an electroni c funds transfer 

pursuant to written instructi ons to be prov ided by the United States . 

47. The civil penalty referenced in Paragraph 46 is a debt fo r a fin e, penalty, or 

fo rfe iture payable to and for the benefit of the United States within the meaning of 11 U.S .C. 

§ 523(a)( 7) and is not co mpensation fo r ac tu al pec uni ary loss. The Defendants shall not seek to 

discharge any part of thi s debt in bankruptcy. 

48. In the eve nt that Defend ants. their agents, or employees engage in any future 

violation(s) of' the Fair Housing Act. such violati on(s) shall constitute a ·'subsequ ent violation'' 

pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 36 I 4(d)( l)(C)(ii} . 

VIII. RELIANCE ON FINANCIAL REPRESENTATIONS 

49. Defendants have pro vided in fo rmation abo ut their financial situation to co unse l 

fo r the United States in thi s case, as described in their Financial Statement of Debtor, signed by 

Thong Cao on January 14. 2020 and by Mai Cao on .January 17, 2020 (' ' Disclos ures''). The 

United States has re li ed on the accuracy and completeness of the in fo rm ation desc ribed in the 

Disc losures in entering into thi s agreement and particul arly with respect to the payments set forth 

in sections VI and VII , silprn. Defendants warrant that the financial in fo rmation they prov ided is 

thorough, accurate. and complete . Defend ants wa rrant that they do not own or have an interest 

in any other asset( s) - either non-liqu id or liquid assets, inc lu ding cash in an amount higher than 

two thousand dollars ($2,000) -- that have not already been di sclosed to co unse l fo r the United 

14 
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States in thi s case. Defendants warrant that they have made no misreprese ntations in , or in 

connection with , the financial info rmati on prov ided to counse l fo r the United State in thi s case. 

50. If. prior to the expirati on of the term of thi s Order, the United States learns of (i) 

additional income or asse ts in which the De fe ndants had an interest at the time of signing this 

Order that would change their estimated net wo rth by five thousand doll ars ($5,000) or more and 

that was not di sc losed to co unse l fo r the United States, or (ii ) a misrepresentation by Defendants 

on, or in connection with the fin ancial info rmat ion prov ided to counse l fo r the United States that 

would change their estimated net worth by tive thousand dollars ($5,000) or more, the United 

States shall move the Court to modify thi s Order to require Defendants to pay additional amounts 

to aggri eved persons up to an amount of fift y thousa nd do llars ($50,000) . 

51 . As security fo r the sixty thousand dollar ($60,000) payment required under 

Paragraph 3 1 Defendants grant th e United States a security interest in the commercial property 

· located at 530 E. Central Ave nue. After entry of the Consent Order. the United States will fil e 

an abstract of judgment with the Sedgwick County Register of Deeds to refl ect the United States' 

j udgment lien consistent with 28 U.S .C. § 320 I. When Defendants depos it the full amount of 

sixty thousand dollars ($60,000) into the [scrow Account and counse l for the United States has 

received the additi onal checks fo r aggrieved persons as set forth in Paragraph 39. the United 

States \viii take the appropriate steps to release its li en on the property. 

52. The parti es agree that thi s Consent Order will constitute entry of a civil judgment 

against Defendants in the amount of one hundred sixty thousand dollars ($1 60.000). 

15 
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IX. MISCELLANEOUS TERMS 

53. Without further order of the Court, the parties may mutually agree, in writing, to 

reasonable extensions of time to carry out any provisions of the Consent Order. In addition, the 

United States may move the Court to extend the terms of this Consent Order for good cause. 

54. Defendants have provided the United States with their current contact information 

including their home address, telephone numbers, and email addresses. Defendants shall noti fy 

the United States within ten days if there is any change in their contact information . 

55 . The United States may review compliance with this Consent Order at any time. 

Defendants agree to cooperate with the United States in any review of compliance with this 

Order and to provide, upon reasonable notice. any information reasonably related to compliance 

with this Consent Order that is requested by the United States. 

56. The parties to this Consent Order shall endeavor in good faith to resolve 

informally any differences regarding the interpretation of and compliance with this Consent 

Order prior to bringing such matters to the Co urt fo r resolution. If the United States has a good 

faith basis to believe that there has been a failure by any Defendant to perform in a timely 

manner any act required by this Consent Order. or otherwise lo act in conformance with any 

provi sion thereof~ whether intentional or not. the United States will notify Defendants in writing 

of its concerns . The parties will attempt to reso lve those concerns in good faith. If the parties 

are unable to reach a resolution within thirty (30) days, any party may move this Court to impose 

any remedy authorized by law or equity. including, but not limited to, an order requiring 

performance or non-performance of certain acts and an award of any damages, costs, and 

allorneys· fees which may have been occasioned by non-actions or actions. 

16 
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57. Failure of a party to insist upon st ri ct performance of any provision of thi s 

Consent Order shall not be dee med a waiver of the part y's rights or remedies or a waiver by the 

party of any default by another party in performance or compliance with any terms of thi s 

Consent Order. 

58. This Consent Order may be signed by the parties in several counterparts, each of 

which shall serve as an origi nal as against any party who signed it, and all of whi ch taken 

together shall constitute one and the same document. 

59. Each signatory hereto warrants that he or she is competent and possesses the full 

and complete authorit y to covenant to thi s Conse nt Orde r on behalf of himself, herse lf, or the 

party that he or she represents. 

60. The parties agree that, as of th e effecti ve date of this Conse nt Order. litigati on is 

not "reasonably foreseeable" concerning the matters described in the United States ' 

Complaint. To the extent that any of the parties previously implemented a liti ga ti on hold to 

preserve documents, electronicall y stored info rmation (ESI), or things related to the matters 

described in the Complaint , they are no longe r requ ired to maintain such a liti gati on 

hold . Nothing in thi s paragraph relieves any of the parti es of any other obligat ions imposed by 

this Consent Order. 

6 1. The Un ited States and the Defendants will bear their own costs and attorneys · 

fees associated with this litiga ti on. 

62 . This Conse nt Order contai ns the entire agreement between the United States and 

Defendants with regard to the matters set fo rth herein . There are no other understandings or 

agreements, verbal or otherwise, in relation thereto, between the parties except as here in 

expressly set fo rth . 
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The undersigned apply for and consent to the entry of this Consent Order and Judgment: 

Dated: January 17, 2020 

FOR THE PLAINTIFF THE UNITED STATES: 

STEPHEN R. McALLISTER 
United States Attorney 
District of Kansas 

Isl Andrea Taylor 
ANDREA TAYLOR 
Assistant United States Attorney 
500 State Avenue, Suite 360 
Kansas City. Kan sas 6610 I 
Phone: (913) 551-7630 
Fax: (913) 55 1-6541 
Email: Andrea .Taylor@usdoj .gov 

ER IC S. DREIBAND 
Assistant Attorney General 

Isl Sameena Shina Majeed 
SAMEENA SHINA MAJEED 
Chief 

Isl Onjil Mc Eachi n 
CATIIERINE A. 13ENDOR 
Deputy Chief 
ONJIL McEACHIN 
KATHERINE A. RAIMONDO 
ELISE SANDRA SHORE 
Trial Attorneys 
Housing and Civi l Enforcement Section 
Civil Rights Division 
U.S . Department of Justi ce 
4 Constitution Square 
150 M Street, NE 
Washington, DC 20530 
Phone: (202) 353-4 136 
Fax : (202) 514-1116 
Emai l: Onjil.McEachin@usdoj.gov 
Email: Katherine.Raimondo@usdoj.gov 
Emai l: Elise.Shore@usdoj .gov 
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Dated: January ~], 2020 . 

I, 

Don D. Grib e, 1#12163 
Stephen H. N~thert~Q #26(h9 · 
Hite, Fan'ning 'fl. Honeyman LLP 
1.00 North Broadway, Suite·9.50 
Wichita,KS -67202-2209 . 
Telephone·~.316-265-1741 _ 
Facsimile: 31.6-267-7803 
gribbJe@hitefanriih:g:con,1 
netbe" 00@91t~fanning;toin
+ i~ .. ·.- -.,,. ' ·•· .· : ' '·· 

,...: ,.-
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IT IS SO ORDERED thi s 17th day of January , 2020. 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 
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Appendix A 

Aggrieved Persons 

Rhonisha Bryant 

Melissa George 

Apri l Goodman 

Kamilah Guest 

Jamie Herron 

Malika Hollumn 

Christina Houston 

Rebecca Olsen 

Rebecca Page 

Tonya Wilson 

Ruth Wright 
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Appendix B 

FULL AND FINAL RELEASE OF CLAIMS 

In considerati on fo r the parties· agreement to the terms of the Consent Order entered in 

the case of United States v. Thong Cao, et al. 6: 17-cv-0 13 IO (D. Kan.). as approved by the 

Uni ted Stales District Court fo r the Distr ic t of Ka nsas, and in consideration fo r the payment of 

$ , I, __________ ___ . on behalf of myse lf and my hei rs, 

executors. admini strators. personal represe ntati ves and ass igns, hereby re lease and fo rever 

discharge Thong and Ma i Cao, as wel l as their heirs. in surers, executors, pe rsonal 

representati ves. successo rs and ass igns ("Released Parties'"), from any and all past, prese nt or 

future claims, demands, obligat ions, act ions. causes of ac ti on, wrongful death claims, 

survivorship clai ms, ri ghts. da mages. costs. loss of services, expenses, or compensa ti on of any 

nature whatsoever, known or unknown. now ex isting or which may herea fter arise out of the 

al leged incident or incid ents of harassme nt. retaliat ion, or any other claims that were alleged in 

the Complaint in th is lawsuit (the ''Occurrence"). 

I further represent and warrant that I am not awa re of any other person or entity who may 

clai m th rough me in a de rivati ve manner aga in st the Released Parties for any claims, demands, 

obligations. or causes of ac ti on referred to in the Conse nt Order, or who may maintain an acti on 

aga inst or recover damages from the Released Parti es fo r the alleged damages incu rred by me, 

inc luding without limitation any spouse. child. parent. relative, employe r, insurer, attorney 

lienholder. wo rkers' compensa tion lienholder. hea lth care prov ider. or other subrogated interest, 

and that I have th e so le ri ght and exc lusive authority to execute this Release and rece ive the sum 

spec ifi ed in it. I have not so ld , ass igned. transfe rred. conveyed, or otherwise di sposed of any of 

the claims. demands. obligati ons, or causes of ac ti on re lated to the Occurrence. 
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I further agree to defend, indemni fy and hold harmless the Released Part ies against any 

claim, demand. act ion, cost ex pense, attorneys' fee , loss, judgment or liability the Released 

Parties may be subjected to by any person or ent ity who may have a li en aga in st or lega l interest 

in the proceeds of th is settlement received by me or who may claim th ro ugh me in a derivat ive 

manner aga inst the Released Parties fo r any cause ari sing fro m or related lo the Conse nt Order or 

the Occurrence. 

I agree and acknowledge that thi s payment shall not be considered an admi ss ion by any 

party hereto of any liab ility or wrongdoing; and that no past or present wro ngdoi ng on the part ot· 

any party shall be im plied by any payments . 

I also ac knowledge that I have complete ly read all terms of thi s Release and that such 

terms are full y understood and vo lunta ril y accepted by me. 

Executed thi s __ day of _ ___ _ ___ , 2020. 

Signature 

Print Name 

Home Address 

Home Address Con tinued 
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