ORI Wore

A

(la {JL

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT . DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE \
.Burke Marshall :May 4, 1963
To ‘Assistant Attorney DATE: B2y ..
General .
Civil Rights Division ID:lvw

FROMS ohn Doar
irst Assistant

supjEcT:Alabara - Tclephone c211 from Reverend John Morris

Reverend John Marris called wantiag to urge the
Federal Governnent to station marshals along the
roads in Alabana, 1 explained the difficulties of
comrencing 2 suit and further told him that we had
never considered nmarshals except to enforce court
orders or where law and order had broken down,

He wanted to know if there was anything he could
do to help the Governnent, I think he was thinking
of 2dditiona) pressure and I told him I did not think

80,

He also said his case was coming up in Jackson on
May 13 when he is suing 1ocal police officials for

false arrest,
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8 March 1963

%

Mr. A, L, Feldman
President

Puritan Cheaicsl Company
916-932 Ashdy Street, N,W,
Atlanta 18, Georgia

Dear Nr, Feldmans

It is a matter of regret that T have Deen
80 slow in responding to your inquiry. One reason
was to see how the city election came out in Birminge
h'-.

I think on the whole that any names I would
suggest for your committee would duplicate those that
aight be suggested by Dr. Pitts. Douglas Arant and
Jim Head would be good starting placea. You should
talkx to Sidney Sayer and Mervin Stern. I think that
you said that you knew Bi1l Engel.

Except in the case of #r., Arant, I doubt
that you will be heiped by the use of ny name.

I hope you are successful. @€ Mr. Boutwell
is elected in Birminghsm, the city will have taken
4 very long step.

Very truly yeurs,

Burke Marshall
Asslistant Atterney General
Clvil Rights Division

Saaiee o ety i
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PURITAN CHEMICAL COMPANY

916-932 ASHBY STREET, NW, ATLANTA I18.GEORGIA - TRINITY 2-07 21

February 28, 1963

Mr. Burk Marshall -
Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights o
Justice Department
10th & Pennsylvania Avenue
- Washington, D. C

Dear Mr. Marshall:

As you can well imagine, I felt prétty 111 when I decided to return to
Atlanta before my appointment with you, to which I attached so much
importance. I am just now recovering from my bout with the flu - and
the thing T regretted most about it was that I had to leave the night

of our appointment. My doctor put me to bed immediately and confirmed
my judgement that I should have returned home when T did,

As T told. you over the phone,
for Miles College, comprised o
Alabama, for the purpose of pu
citizens of Alabama consider g
their backing and blessing.,

our objective is to form an Advisory Council
£ outstanding lay leaders of Birmingham and
blic recognition of the fact that important
ood schooling an essential, and give {t

You will recall that I asked you for a su
could invite to the formation of such a c
I assume that pressure of time has prevented you from doing s0 up to now,
but if you can provide me with this list, Mr. Marshall, I will appreciate
it very much., I have a feeling that it will go a long way to remedy the
conditions that presently exist in that ard and thus be additionally °
worthwhile. I will appreciate hearing fgpm You at your earliest con-

ggested list of names whom we

venience. - /
Sincer {jﬂr :
A. L. Feldman '
President
_ALF/erm

ce: Dr. L. H. Plttg, President, Miles College, Birmingham, Alabama
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19 Auguet 1963

fra C. Kepford, President . _
Liggett Drug : : .
300 Stillwoter Avanue . ' ' e

Stamford, Connecticut

Ceor Mr. Kepford: : - '

A Thonk you for your letter. With the , L
exception of one Incldent, which wes seriows, : B

thare was no problem. Birmingham hos come @ ' i
long way, In lorge part because of business
'Mﬂ‘b"o

I would like to toke this opportunity
to thank you for your own tesporsible work.

Vay trly youn,

Burke NMarshall
Aaistant Atomey Ganerel
CQivil Rights Division

Incomlng Itr. o LFO
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Reverend Povers Keleod
Box 1290

Auburn, Alabgaa

Dear Reverend ¥cleod:

leas which ipescapably 1i¢
ahead fos your state, at goze 20int, g3 zp inevitadie
fegult of noy sending private suits inm Alabena,

I thipk that i1t 1 icportant thaot the people
of Alabaus, who reapect the law os de oth
of the Upitecd States, £yl

Y understand what was
involved p the leredith cag

€, and vhy {t wag oyr duty
to do wihst was doge, and i3 stil being done, by the
federay £overazcept.,

The federal governtent wvag pot involved ig
the cage, cxcept for £iling one Gegorzpdun at the
fequcst of the Court, until after the Suprene
Court had ruled that Meredithog sdaission to the
Oatverstty of Hississippl could 80 lenger be delayed.
The Tulings of the courts were based op drecedents
¥bich long Preceded the 1554 8chool eaces,
delfcnse ¢ves offered in the case ¥3s that 2
did pot ddacrininate on applicatioms on the besiy of
tace,

Once the court had ruled, the duty of every
Aaesicas citizep to Sce that the court’s ogderg Tere
follewed pe :

The Departaent of

auge Nizgioaippg

sgd t&e Cevesnsr, stated 2ubliiziy thet they
s orders. The United

P intecest 1g sceing that the orders

1 courts zre obeyed and that the dntegrity

¢ University
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Respest for the law an¢ obedience to the low
are the basls of oup free svciety., Ip soue countriecs
there is no law &t all. In othirs, law Lis beconc
the {notruzent of dessotisn, Fhcrever the 1law is
Pecverted or destroycd, tyraony taies over and socicty
i3 des=sratjized. Tet, in the United Statcg we cftem toie
the rule of 1.y for granted age for_ct vhat & precicis
and hurd won cundition it i,

The low is the line whiceh divides Savagery
fton'civillzntlon. It enzbles aen to live together,
subaltting their drivate dezdres, viins and e judices
to & larger €dnception of gocizy »rozress znd order,

In any legal cage there 2ce iyo polats of
view, Decisjioans, thercfore, cre not acceptable ta both
sldes. But our %hole syatez of ity wvould be tadernined
if decisions sRacceptible to oze-gide should got,

i fact, te accepted, I decisisng of the bighect

court xre disobeyed Lecauae they arce LvEacceptzble to

one gide, mo right, ro ¢cptract, nos insurcace policy,

%9 pelision, a0 wiiy wouid be szie., Crozpi=ecd tociety
would becoae {mpossible &nd tie people Nould hzve to

rely on psivate force to cetilc theis €izpyutve, Forthera
noré, Li ome nap'g legat cigats are depled, the righesg

of all Azericans 3zc 4inm danger, ~

Thzt is wvhat is at issue ap2 hag becn 2t izaue
ia the Mercdith €ase. It docs mot aean that eriticica 4y
forbiddeon or Cisaprecoent barred. Por thcse are the life-
blood of >ur fece soclety. Laus qugt constamtly be revised
end court decisiops reviewed, Dut, ig the mec.atige, .
Judieial decisions comstitute the law of the 1:and,

It i3 very troublesone to tead in the press
that Covermor ¥allace bow i3 makimg the zane kind of
Ctatezxents that Covernor Barpett rede in Hississipoi,

It {8 net 2 sign of rezponsible leadcreship to tell

the neonle of the State of Alabnza ghat theie future
§overnor I3 gosng o Geiy the lav of the United States.
I hope thet the People, under the E0ral leadership of
the churches, and with the help and Publlic support .

e ———— L
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of el1 Fesponsible citizenms, wiil be able to prevent
the State of Alavana feon deving to undergo the Lind of
uphesval which has in the Paat done a0 auch Canage to
the Univeraity of Hississippl and &uch clties 25 Little
Rock tnd Hew Orleang

» It 48 Rard to sec how that king
of experience has ever, in a4y state or at any tine, Lecsm
benericial for the schools of anyone,

Very truly yours,

Bucke Harahell




