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Mr. John Doar
RC:mf

The Deputy Attormey Genaral May 7, 1963

Ramsey Qark, Asesistant Attormey General, Lands Divisioa

MNick:

Pursuant to your request, ! proceeded to Oxford, k.
Mississippl, Sunday eveniang, May Sth, returniag Twesday A, M,
May Tth, to survey the poesibility and metheds for, adjustment or

soduction in Military and Marshal strength assigned to eaforcement
o of the Court erder ia the Meredith case., On the basis of lengthy

e isterviews with Ms. Meredith, United States Attorney Ray, Colomel
Lyach and members of his staff, Lt. Callagher, Dean Love, Mr,
Cotton, the I.B. L agent (resideat), Deputy Marshal Haislip and
several other Deputys, and two responsihle local attorneys (one the

immediate past United States Attormey, the other a former F.B. 1L
agent), and a survey of the campus, !hnmuomldlwh;ﬂnﬂ.qo
and cenclusions; .

The present force is approximately 300 soldiers and 12
E marshals. This {s the same force agreed to as adequate whea I
left the campus ia mid-October 1962. Campus police have increased
from 6 to 10 since October 1962. It is working om substantially the
same procedure thea ia effect - close watch oa all campus movement -
_ maximem security in the dormitory. The campus is very quiet insofar as
"f manifested hostility toward Mr, Meredith is concerned. There have 1
boea 50 demeastrations of consequence this semester, -

Mr, Meredith is determined te have his farily with kim ia
University facilities during the swmmner sessica, The schoal will do
what it caa te aveid this, including delaying or refusing assignment
of family quariers, bt will prebadly accede to a firm demaad backed
wp with premised court actien,




Earollment in summer schoaol will be approximately
2,000 compared to present 4,500, There will be many rural school
tsachers and serious students, plus a group making up course
failures, a cheer leader - baton twirler school bringing high school
and younger girls,

Mr. Meredith's actioas will probably be substantially
more conservative if wife and child are present. The residence
area, Apt. 134 seermns best, is less secure than Baxter Hall from
outside approach, but more remots from all campus activity. Mr,
Meredith should graduate at the end of summaer school.

The present dangers to Mr, Meredith's security are of
three types: .

L Rioting.
2. Umpremeditated violence.

3. Deliberats attempt at murder or serious injury.

The Army is more effective than Marshals or police
primarily for protection from and as a deterrent to riotiag, though
80 some extent also as against deliberate assaults.

After seven full months without any direct attack on
Mr. Meredith, the probability of such an attack om campus with
any significant police protection appsars no greater than present
prebability ca er off campus. Probability of present er future
rioting because of Mr, Meredith seems slight without new causative
factors which seem unlikely,

The present Governor and pre segregatienist candidates
hlhwnblpﬂxn;ryvmrodordmbmhuWOtd
through the summer, because of the palitical issws. Moderate
candidates, sech as former Governor Colamaa, would prafer te see
&olﬂmdtyaﬂ&shadbcdu‘bﬂﬁonmcmnwﬂ:ﬂhy

: Sor law and erder. Many lecal businsssmen will wast the security of

: tresp pretectisa, Maay faculty members, alumni and supportsrs of

{ Mwmwy“bmhut-onayum:yhh'zdonhr

: ' en the campus regardless of ate Govermment pesition. The Chancellor
' will tond to aveid assuming fermal respeasibility and would defer te the
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Board of Trustees. A majority of the Board might support assumption
of respomnsibility for security in accordamsce with the interests outlined
abeve,

The Umiversity may require a Court order before admitting
additional Megroes in September. Unless troops are removed during _
ssmmaer schoal, it may be very difficult tn remove them before the
1 semester. I they are present at that time little state, local, or
umiversity security effort is likaly,

Conclusions

Federal security forces are substantially in excess of
what {s reasonakhly required,

Adequate security caa be obtained through either of the
following recemmendations,

A change should be effected during the times stated.

Te accomplish this, we must act right away.

Recommendations

L Cemmence immediate person to persom negotiations with
University personnel to have it assume formal respoasibility for cunpua'
security. Proceed simultanecusly through available channels to secure
favoradle support by Board of Trustees, alumai, etc. Require University
8o previde acceptable quality and quantity of police protection for campus
mevement, dermitory. Obtaia cooperative indication frem city pelice
and sheriff, Support with msscessary federal manpower. Marshal, or
mere in downstairs unit, full time services of resident F.B. L agent,
stand by military police (as R.O. T, C, wnit, instructors, camp protect
detail, otc) - em request of University, if possible. Coastantly review
aseds.

—s ot

N University assumes autherity, asmounce treop withdrawal
Snmedistely before summer school bogins (June 1), Withdraw M. s
hmm/mmhummb”hlﬂmumgncnu oy
ﬁmb-&umum '
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4 M University fails or refuses to assume responsibility
or to demonstrate adequate capacity, or skill, then write letter to
Qaancellor at beginning of swnmer school stating the apparemt degree
of security, need for additional campus police (or apparent adequacy)
intention to reduce military force. Demonstrate belief that Seate,

- local and University have responsibility u.d‘"&‘.u. to reduce federal

farce together with the plas to do so, If counditions do not get worse
remeve military from campus patrol withia lst two weeks; reducs
sumber to not more than 50; reduce Marshals to 6 or 8. Reduce
further as summer progresses, if conditions permit.

Ramsey Clark




Second Draft - 5/6/63

MEMORANDUM

The Army mission in Oxford le to enforce the pro isions of

Executi.« Crder 50} dated Septer—ber 0. 962 FEesentially und-:

the Executi ¢ Order and the d«l-gation of authority by thr Secretary
of Defense to the Secretary of thre Armry. th Secrotary of the Army i -
required to take all appropriate steps o ansure that the Federal Court
orders conc.rning Jam- s M.redith and tre Uni ~rsity of Missasippi

are carri~d out

The Secretary >f th. A:ry conducts a continuing re { ~ of
the nurrber of Arnr.y troops nacessary 2o acc -~plish this -~isston “
The Secretary has det. rmined t at und r pies-ntly existng circun -
stances ‘03 troops a:e the minirum necessar; Thes: troops ate
prescntly performing the {5110 ing duties:

One platoon of 48 1 cn is on immediate alrct in

8 bi.ouac area 75 yards northeast of Cerard Hall C{ this 3

platoon. -ight guards are stationed 24 bours a day at Baxtar

Hall. Sc en of these are station:d inslde Baxter Hall: two on

the firet floor three on the second floor - here Mcredith i es

and two on the third floor. Ome walking gua:d has a post

betvoen Baxter and C rard Halls
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t 3 | A oecu-rir,' group. concisting of one sedan. thr. ]
jocp;. and tvel e men. operates - haen Metredith is on campus
or in Oxford The group rronitare Meredith's n.ovem~nte angd
is alert for any sudden lolence directed at Maeredith

3. An a {ation d-tackir ent ~f on  fixed - ing aircraft
four helicopters and 6 r.an is stationed at :l‘?e Uni arsity
Airfield and posscoses a rcconn&hn&ncc‘ gas<dispensing. and
medical ¢ acuation capability. |

4. The other 224 troops at Gxford are 8t ile basc
Car:p one nile south »f Baxter Hall and consist of the remainder

of the MP comrpany and ecormirand, administrati- e and loghtic'ai )

personne}l.

While on the surince the cur rent atr-osphare at Oxfo:-d appea:s
relatis ely cal:. this is not cousidered.a causr for any :elaxation of the
day-to-day operations [n the past o:onth tiu.: follo- ing incidents ha o
occurred (mostofl th m unxno+n to the general public):

3 April - Soldier on duty struck by roex
1" April e Verbdal insults by students t) Meredith

BApril . Cher:y bomb cxploden in Baxter Hal]
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20 April . Box:b threat Uni ersity Library clrared
by campus police

Boub threat Baxter Hall clea-ed by

carrpus onlic .

Bor-® th:eat Chcne: Fall

A cL.
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22 Apiil . Borr b threat. Un: eraity Libsar; cl-ared
by campus police

25 April . Bor.b th:eati th:eat recei ed by Chancellor
200 firecracke.s set ~{{inlatrine Baxter
Hall
Rifle ernfiscated by campus polic~ Ceracd
Hall

27 April . Unexploded —olat c';ckuxl found in alerrt
platoon area
Dean of Women recei . d ve eral bor b th .ats

29 April -«  Unexplodedmrolotn cockta’l f.und in rear of
military jcep
Teice milita.y echicl- e+ e:a jio-ced ~¥f the
ro8d by ostud-nt dri ing 1- dan once 2 {f campus
oace 2a umﬁq

)




30 Apri]l - Homemade device exploded, Sam Hall,

six windows blown out.

The Secretary of the Army would remove the troops {rom the

eampus of the University if all ol the following conditioas are met:

4 1. A signed roquast for removal of Army forces
{rom the eampus {2 received by the Secretary o’ the Array from

the Chancellor of the University of *Mississippi. =

2. The Chancellor of the University o. Mississippl

submits to the Secretary of the Army a signed letter stating
hat:
¢ a. The provisions of the court order directing
: Meredith's attendance at the University will be enforced
. and any obstruction comnected therewith will be Linmediatsly
| 8 Guard eperations at Baxter Hall will eontinue. .
e. A meblle security guard responsive to
any swdden violenice toward Meredith will continae. ,'
4. A rvadr alert force sa campus capable of
tmmediate dispateh te reinforee U, S. marshals, Baxter
f Mall guards, and/er the mebile security guard -m




e, The forces referred to above are in being
and eonposed of recognised law enforcement personnel.

f. Administrative precodures available to
the University to admoalsh students interfering with

Meredith's education endsavers will be strictly enforced.

3. The Mississippl State Board of Trustees submits
to the Secrotary of the Ariny a signed lstter stating that the Board
indorses the Chancelior's statenent and that it will assure that
the necessary funding and perscnnel resomrces will be made
svailable to the Chanceilor to {ulflll his commitmants.

4. The present U, S, marshal strength at Oxford

will not be decreased.

S. The Governor of Mlssissippl submits to the
r President a signed lettar stating that:
a. He indorses the moasures to be taken by

the Chaacellor and the Beard of Trustees.

| 8 With rescurces available to him, he will
provide suf ficient law enforeemaent reinforcements to
enferce the Federal court wdo:; cencexning Maredith,
take overy reasenshie procantion to protect Meredith frem
bodily harm, and respond te any request by the Chasceller
= Mm with the fovegeing. |




