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- Foreword -

mmw—mom-tmnucr-u
the Communists

The Communista ;nd the NAACP plan to reglster
and voie every colored person of age in the South.
While the 8outh h: lleptl. thlely‘:-vseouué:de lerlaun
progress toward the goal in a e ern states,
including Louisians, .

to divide the people of the Bouth, and
to take us over, state by state, and parish by parish.

would do this by trading the minority block
back and forth between our split-up factions until we
bave sold our heritage of freedom and self-govern-
shifting parcel of NAACP and Communist
votes.

e

They plan

The Enforcement of Voter Qualifications Lawn
In Louisiang

At least ninety percent of the bloe that they plan
misuse would have to be registered llegally in
because ninety percent  of them cannot
qualifications prescribed by law,

The People, the Officlals and the Cltizens’
Councils in Law Enforcement

It has become vitally important that the people see
to it themselves that the Registrars of Voters through-
the state comply fully with the provisions for quali-
fications of voters set forth in our Constitution and
our Statutes.

The ACCL has prepared this manual of lezal pro-
cedure which Registrars In Louistana may follow in
preventing illegal registration, The manual outlines

methods by which parties sho have been regis-
tered fllecally may be removed by law from the rege
istration rolls.

The consistent use of this manual will pe especial-
b belpful 10 our state and local officials, and local
Citizens* Councils 1n lending the Registrars of Votors
the support and Ruidance that they must have in

ITying out the all-important Job of enforeing our
voter qualification laws,

The Key to Victory

We are in a life and death struggle with the Com-
munists and the NAACP o maintain segregation and
o preserve the liberties of our people

The impartial enforcement nf our laws is the KEY
TO VICTORY in this struggle.
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Voter Qualification Laws
In Louisiang

- - INTRODUCTION

“After January 1, 1922, the right to vote
in Louisiana shall not exist except under the
Provisions of this Constitution.” This solemn
declaration in Article VIII. Section 1 of our
Constitution is just another way of saying
that the “right to vote” is not a “right” at
all. It is a privilege which the State extends
only to certain of its citizens having such
qualifications as are prescribed in our Con-
stitution and Statutes, :

This principle was pointed out with great
clarity by the Supreme Court of the United
States in the case of Pope v. Williams 193 U.
8. 621, 24 S. Ct. 573 (1904). The court in
that case said:

- "The privilege to vote in any State is not
given by the federal Constitution, or by any
of its amendments. It is not a privilege
springing from citizenship of the United States.
- .. It may not be refused on account of race,
eolor, or previous condition of servitude, but it
does not follow from mere citizenship of the
United States. In other words, the privilege to .
vote in a State is within the jurisdiction of the
State itself, to be exercised as the State may
direct, and upon such terms as it may seem
proper, provided, of course, no discrimination
is made between individuals, in violation of
the Federa) constitution.

We are all familiar with such requirements -

as those of age, residence and citizenship.
Some remember that not many years ago
women were not permitted to vote in forty-
seven of the forty-eight states. The nine-
teenth amendment to the Constitution of the
United States was passed to change this.
Indeed, every civilized country restricts its
electorate by some form of registration qual-
Hfications.

The purpose of this pamphlet is to review
the qualifications prescribed by Louisiana law
and the remedies provided in the event of
violation of these laws.

The need for some compilation of our reg-
istration laws was suggested by numerous
reports of widespread ignorance of, and, in
many cases, deliberate and wilfy] violation

of, these safeguards to honest and intelli-
gent elections,

No one would think of encouraging a child
of tender years to play with a loaded gun;
yet many of our officials and responsible
citizens condone and even approve the regis-
tration of unqualified and ignorant blocs of
voters. The destruction that might be
wrought by a child with a gun is, you can
be sure, nothing compared to that which
can be wrought by bloc voting of an igno-
rant electorate. Whoever encourages such
a practice is not only a poor citizen, he is dan-
gerous and an enemy to you and your family!
You as a citizen must be vigilant against
this danger which threatens every commun-
ity in our beloved State.

Registration Qualifications

The qualifications for registration are con-
tained in Article VIII of the Louisiana Con-

stitution and Title 18 of the Revised Statutes .

of our State. In order to legally register to
vote, an applicant must fulfil] cach of these
qualifications. Hence, g registrar before en-
rolling ANY person as g voter must proceed
as follows: . ’

- Persnonal Appearance. Every applicant shajl apprar
personally bhefore the TeRIStrer a4t a  designated
plac: of registration provided by law No registra-
tion made by proxy or at any ether place is valid.
iConst. Art. VIII. Soc 1. par. ' L R. S, 18:233)

-~

(L]

known to the registrar. he must establish his iden-
ty” «Const. Art. VIII, Sec. 1. Par, ¢¢1.+ The regis-
rar may require that the applicant produce two
registered voters from his brecinet to ddentify him.
‘L. R. 8. 18:37r.

Residence. The applicant shall establish that he
has been an actua] resident of the State for two
years. of the parish for one year ‘and of the pre-
;inct for three months. «Const. Art. VIII, Sec. 1,
ar. tar o, .

-Cltizenship and Age. The ap;;llcant is, also, pe-
quired to prove that ‘he is a citizen of the State
and the United States and that he is not less than

| od

[

twenty-one years of age. (Conist. Art. VIII Bec. 1 .

and LR.S. 18:31). Speclal methods of proof are
g.rovlded for foreign born applicants. «<LRS. 18:.
R

8. Ability to Read and Write. The applicant shall be
able to read and write and shal) demonstrate this
ability by completing the registration form in his
own handwriting, WITHOUT assistance or ng-
sestion from any person OR any memorandum or
form. "(Const. Art. VIL, Sec. 1, Par. t¢); LRS.
18:31). Where the applicant does not comply

(L}

- Identification. Unless the applicant is personally .
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8. Persons Us.able To Complete Registration Form in
Own Handgariting, Exceptions  to  the require~
ments of parascraph $ above are made in the fol.

INE Cases:

A If the Lpplicant i literate 1n 5 languare other
than Enclish, he may Nl out the registration
blank in his native lankuace with the card being
translated to him by 4n interpreter, ¢«Const, Art.
VIIL Sec. 1, Par. ter; LR S, 18:31s,

B.If the applicant is prevented from reading or
writing by physical dizability, the card shal] be
writt-n at his dictation by the registrar, (Const.

- Sec. 1, Par. «¢); LRS, 18:31»,

C.If the applicant is an Mlliterate, he may be per-
mitled to register .?1 demonstrating the follow-
Ing: (Dows met need twos w;tnluc.l)

1. That he s of good character and reputation,

2. That he is attached to the principles of the
Constitution of the United States and of Lou-
friuna. .

3. That be understands the duties and obliga-
tions of citizenship under a republican form

sovernment.

4 That he 1x well disposed to the good order
and happiness of the State of Louisiana and
the United States. )

5. That he understands and can give a reason-
able nterpretation of any section of either
the Constitution of Louisiana or the United
States when read 10 hup by the registrar.

It should be noted 1l these three restrictions are
aimed at elinvnating ajg except the physically handi-
capped and foreen language speaking citizens who
are Wterate, and the vers intellikent illiterates. Since
thix is 10 the nature of an exceplion to the usual

- rule, cach of the specific qualif:cations above set

forth must tw sretly fullilled.  +Consg. Art. VIII,
See. 1 Par. ¢ and d, LIS 18:31 and 36+ In each
Of the ubote canes, e applicant  shall NOT be
reRistered unless b brines with him two qualified
electors of the precinet i3 which he resides to xlgn
Wrttlen affsdac:ts attestsn: the truth of the facts
&t forth n the applicat,on form and the sccompnny .
R affidasit. LIZS 18.31 5. [N

T Churacter ond Understanding. Every  applicant
must extablich (0t be s of good character and
understands the duties ndg obli-ations of citizen-
sip under 4 repubiiean furm of government.
SConst. As: VIIL, See. §, yar ¢ LRS. 18:41 12y i,

8 Ab:Lity To Resd and Interpret Conntitytion Every
Kpphieant. otlier than those dexeribed 3y Baragraph
6 above, shall  demonstrate s ‘intellixence by
reading .nd giving . feasonable interpretation of
any purtion of the Constitution of Louistana or the
United States selected Ly the registrar. rConst, Art,
VII. Sec 1. par ¢; LRS. 18:35: Trudeay v,
Barnes, 65 F .2+ 563 11933+, certiorari dented 54
8.C 42900 8 €59, 78 L. Ed. 571.)

8. Persons Ineligible To Register. The following per-
sons shall not be permitied to register:

.A-Those convicted of any eﬁ&&‘-m have not
beenn pardoned with expre-(sm ration of fran-

B.Inmates of any charitable institution except
* Home, and the U. 8. Marine Hos-

the Soldiers
pital at Carville.
C. Those actually confined in any public prison.
D.Those who bave been interdicted.
E.Those who are notoriously insane or idiotic,
whether interdicted or not,
. Deserters from military service, until they have
’ntumed to their command and served out their
original enlistinent.

. Persons dishonorably discharged from the mil-
ohry.( Art. . 6 and L. R. 8. 18:-

42).

It should be clearly understood that these
qualifications are mandatory. No registrar
can lawfully waive any of them. (L.R.S. 18:-
196). Failure to fully qualify makes the reg-
istration illegal and subjects anyone. violat-
ing these requirements, including the regis-
trar, to fine and imprisonment. (L.R.S, 18:221

and 222).
The Removal of Illegally Registered Voters

In a large majority of the parishes in the
State, there are at this time, great numbers
of unqualified voters who have been illegally
registered. They invariably vote in blocs and
constitute a serious menace to the commun-
ity. As a patriotic and loyal citizen, it is your
duty to see that the registration rolls in your
parish are purged of illegal voters and kept
clean in the future. Our laws already pro-
vide easy and rapid means for cleaning up a
situation such as that now facing the citizens
of this State. All that is needed is a little in-
formation (which’' we ecarnestly hope this
pamphlet will provide), courage, intelligence
and determination on your part. All civic
clubs and patriotic organizations should un-
dertake a campaign to purify the registration
rolls in their respective parishes,

The status of the rolls in your parish can
be casily determined because they are public
records and must be open to inspection by
any qualified voter at all times during office
hours. Upon written application of twenty-
five or more qualified voters of the parish,

[{ M
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MuWMMMMm public affairs to i
yng. a small clique of corrupt and
gzh;:wgnphlng. or photostating. (LR.S." 18:- disloyal political opportunists, In proceeding
. ] S to clear the rolls of illegally registered voters - |
Once the rolls have been inspected and the and in establishing a systematic procedure
illegally registered voters ascertained, their » for registration in your parish, you must be [
removal can be accomplished by any of three : rceedingly careful to observe the legal '-
methods, 5 rights t(:I’ALL of the citizens of the parish.
' | The whole purpose of our registration laws
H:s:'t’.‘ The n‘:-uma;;;m m:dm to believe &:f is to prevent the xégistratioilsot ignorant,
Iy notify the person by mail of the alleged frregu- : “bloc™ voters who would become the tools
Inrity. sending with the notification a printed cita. and pawns of scheming adventurers. If our
lt‘l‘on u:-q:at;i‘m ::; r;ﬁ-mﬁt rt:"shov cause n:;ug; : laws are intelligently and fairly administered,
cancelled. Publication of this notice shall be auae they will accomplish our purpose automatic-
in the officlal journal. Unless the registrant ap- ally. If they are not carefully observed as
zur's within the time allotted with three register~ to ALL registrants, we will soon find our-
i :_‘;:‘;{; %‘ﬁzd“miﬁﬁhm"ﬁ%f selves right back in the situation which we
tration s cancelled. ‘{LRS. 18:132 and 244). are now combatting. We must each realize
Becond: Any two registered voters of the parish may that our lr—xend_or our relative who is unable
make an aff:datit before the registrar charging to legally qualify would be just as great a :
uu-.:;.l rr;-u!lmliu;l.":;he rr'.:istrﬁr ﬂ‘l’all,nnmedlfatsl‘y menace to our State as any other illegally '
‘within orts —eschit hourss mail a duplicate of e registered rson. Discri P N
:f,f..w"f';,:.‘m::;‘ ‘(:)j".l)p:;‘llrh .’.',hf,',:;::"d:;f:i? ',,,.EE,E ;%plircatnts gre registrants :é?:%gﬁﬁnm?:::ég;
by three rezistered voters, in the manner descd ¢ future of our state. our family and future
i the preveding paragraph, that he i 1ified. i i
Fimilar ubieation mt be xiven. If the chalene: _ ﬁg:?if:&mrggtg:gg:dlﬁ:a‘f_’ cat r"x“"(‘l‘ on
© ¢cnforced.

! registrant Lals to make the required proof with-
i the pre~ riie-d time his recistration shall be can-
celled furthiasth. ‘LR S. 18.133 and 245». _
Third: Any srlfied vot-r of tie State may procesd :
apanst atiy secistrant_eor pezistrants slie-ally reg-
Isteted 3n e districl conrt of the purnish of said
tezistratil~s to hatve thelr numes stricken from the
rolls. Such procevding shall be tried by preference
before a4 ury of tuelie, a:ne of whom must con-
eur to find x verdicl. No appea!l shall Le. except by
a persen whowe name has been stricken. Such an .
appnal ~all be tried in the Court of Appeals. whose
Judement 1= final. All of the proceedings described
m this purazraph shall be witlhiout court costs.
Counst. Ast. VIIL Sec. 5.
In an appendix  to this pamphict will be’
found two suggested forms for use in con- -
necflon with purging the rolls of unqualified
voters, Form “A” is an affidavit to be used
by two qualificd voters of the parish in chal-
lenging illegal registration, when (he second
method above listed is used. Form “B™ is a
printed citation 10 be used by the registrar in
connection with cither the first or second
methaod. ‘

Conclusion
The time has cocme when we in Louisiana

must purge and purify the registration roils
in our state. or abandon the conduct of our

(Y1) .
[ 1)
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APPEND ~A"
Porm LR--17 IX A

AFFIDAVIT IN CASE REGISTRATION
OF VOTER IS CHALLENGED -

State of Louisiana—
Parishof =
Personally came and appeared before me

(Deputy) Registrar of“Voters ;and for the
Parish of __
State of Louisiana.

and

who being duly sworn, do depose and say:

That they are bona fide registered voters of

this parish: That after reasonable investiga-
tionbythem.andtachof‘than,andonil:-

formation and belief, that_

Registered from

¢Municipal number and street, if any»

To whom was issued registration certificate
No. ———— . Ward_

Precinct_.___. _— . of this Parish. is
illegally registered or has lost his or her right
to vote in the precinct. ward or parish in
which they are registered. for the following
reasons:

And should be erased from the Official Pre-
cinct Registerof Ward. _ _ =

Precinct .~ that this affi-
davit is made for the urpos? { causing said
name to be erased. P e &

8worn to and subscribed_

before me, on this__ _
day of

—_ 19

1Deputys Registrar of Yoters
[V 1]

APPENDIX “B™
Porm LR—14B -

PRINTED CITATION OF NOTICE TO ERASE
State of Louisiana,
Parishof = _
Registration Office

CITATION TO APPEAR

FROM:
" Registrar of Voters
Parish of
State of Loulisiana:
7T0:

You are hereby notified, that on or before

the day of
1956, a period of ten days from the mailing
date of this citation, during office hours, you
are to show cause in person. if any you have,
before the undersigned registrar of voters for

the Parish of —— s
State of Louisiana; why your name should
pot be erased from the Official Precinct Reg-

ister of Ward No. ____ _ _ _ ___ . _ ..
Precinct No. _.

Certificate No_____
In order to retain your registration you are
required to produce proof that vou are le-
gally registered in the manner provided by
thelaw. : - 7

: m-dstnr of Voters
LOUISIANA:

day of : 19
(31 )]
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APPEXDIX B

Form No. 1 i
CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

: Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a reasonable interpretation
of the following cLiuses of the Constitution:

o

The United States shall guarantee to cvery state in this Union a republican form of
government, (U. S. Const. Art. 1V Sec. 4) . .

The |mwvr$- not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by
it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people :
U. 8. Const. 10th Amendment)

No law shall be passed to curtail or restrain the liberty of specch or of the press,
(Art. 1 No. 3 La. Const)

Choe alne quabification tos and 4 resistration application furm provided for by Section 1 «e1, Article

VL of the Lowstina Constitution, «Form LE-1r, were secvived by mic from the -~ — ——__ __Parish Reg-
rrar of Volers Ginmt my foquest 1o B oistes, and 1 have sizned both for acknowledgement and identification
w2l my application to resister.s

Applican(—!;r R;lfslrau;x o

Ward Previngt Address - e e m e e .
«Over: .

Form No. 2
. CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION
Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Volers and give a rcasonable interpretation
of the following clauses of the Constilution:

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise therco!f. (U. S. Const. 1st. Amendment) :

Every person has the natural right to worship God according to the dictates of his
own conscience (Art. 1 No. 4 La_ Const.) )

Any person may speak, write and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being respon-
sible for the abuse of that liberty (Art. 1, Sec. 3, La. Const.)

1The abuvr qualification test and a registration application form provided for by w 1 (e), Article
VIl of the Louisians Constitution, «Porm LR-1%, were received by me from the Parish Reg-
urudvmuponnymurutonm.mdlhndm both for acknowledgement and sdentification
wih my lication to ! )




c e _—

+ Form No. 3 N
CONSTITUTIONAL .TEST FOR REGISTRATION
S
Applica_nt shall read to the Reglstrar of Voters and give a reasonable interpretation
of the following clauses of the Constitution:

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and effects against
- unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated (Art. 1 Sec. 7 La. Const.)

!/
No person shall be compelled to give evidence against himself in a criminal case,
(Art. 1 Sec. 11 La. Const.)

The military shall be in subordination to the civil power (Art. 1 Sec. 4 La. Const.)

- *The above qualification test and a registration application form provided for by Section 1 (¢), Article
VIII of the Louisiana Constitutlon, (Form LR-1), were received by me from the Parish Reg-
1strar of Volers upon my request to register, and I have signed both for acknowledgement and jdentification
with my apphcation to register.s -

" Applicant for Registration

Ward Precinet . Address_ _ ________ . ____
(Oven)

Form No. 4
- CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

Applicant shall read Lo the Registrar of Voters and give a reasonable interpretation
of the following clauses of the Constitution:

No ex-post facto law, nor any law impairing the obligation of contracts, shall be
passed; (Art, 4 Sec. 15 La. Const.)

Nor shall any vested rights be divested, unless for purpose of public utility, and for
just and adequate compensation previously paid (Art. 4, Sec. 15, La. Const.)

No function shall ever be attached to any court of record. or to the judges thereof ex-
cept such as are judicial (Art. 7 Sec. 3 La. Const.)

« Fhe wtene qualification test and a rexistration application form provided for by Section 1 (e}, Article
VI of the Loutstuna Constitution, +Porm LR-1r, were received by me from the - . Parish Reg-
istrar of Votees upon my request o register, and 1 have signed both for acknowledgement and identification
with: my application to register.)

-

" Applicant for Registration

Ward . Precinet - . Address_ _ __ = _ __ _ —
(Over)




. ) CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a reasonable interpretation
" . of the following clauses of the Constitution:

R TR RR S ee

The Legislature shall provide by law for change of venue in civil and criminal cases
(Art. 7 Sec. 45 La. Const.)

The exercise of the police power of the State shall never be abridged
(Art. 19 Sec. 18 La. Const.) ' :

Prescription shall not run against the Stete in any civil matter
(Art. 19 Sec. 16 La. Const.)

-

b & *The ahove qualification test and a Tegistration application form provided for by Scetion 1 (e), Article
o | N VUI of the Loulsians Constitution, (Porm LR-1), were received by me fromthe_____________ Parish Reg-
istrar of Voters upon my request to register, and I have signed both for acknowledgement and identification
with my application to register. .

Applicant for Registration

3 ! Ward ___ . Precinct. . __ . Address_ _ _ ___ _ _ ___
(Over»

k. "~ Form No. 6
. CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a reasonable interpretation
of the following clauses of the Constitution: . :

’

The Legislature shall provide for the registration of voters throughout the State
(Art. 8 Sec. 17 La. Const.)

No power of suspending laws of this State shall be exercised unless by the Legislature,
or by its authority (Art. 19 Sec. 5 La. Const.) .

Perpetual franchises or privileges shall not be granted to any person or corporation
by the State or by any political subdivision thereof (Art. 13 Sec. 7 La. Const.)

(The above qualification test and s registration application form provided for by_ Section 1 (¢), Article

VII of the Louisiana Constitution, (Form LR-1), were received by me from the. —Parish Reg-
istrar of Voters upon my request to register, and I have signed both for acknowledgement and identification

with my application to register.)

, Applicant for Registratioa
Ward______ Precinct Address

-~

(Over)
~~

LR




e Form No. 7. ..

CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a
: reasonab}
of the following clauses of the Constitution: d ’ ‘ﬂ“P“’-““‘m

The United States shall guarantee 1o ¢ ' '
government (g o Cog:t. ey wtos;veg state in this Union a republican form of

Congress shall make no law respecting an establis
free exercise thereof, (U. 8. Const. lsgt. Amendme}r:rt')umt of religlon. or prohibiting the

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, pa pers and cffects

‘a:gzlz‘g;s)t unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated (Art. 1 Sec. 7 La.

(The above qualification test and a registration application form provided for by Scetion 1 (¢), Article
VIII of tl'e Loulsiana Constitution, «(Form LR-1), were received by me from the

Istrar of Voters upon my request to register, and I have sj » E
with my application to register.» Fred Both for acknowledgement and 1ds nifleation

e SV

Applicant for Registration

Ward Precinet . Address

(Over)

Form No. 8 B
CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

-Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a seasonable interpretation
of the following clauses of the Constitution:

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution. nor prohibited by
it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people
(U. 8, Const. 10th Amendment) S

No law shall be passed to curtail or restrain the liberty of speech or of the press,
(Art. 1 No. 3 La, Const.)

Every person has the natural right to worship Gid aecording to the dictates of his
own conscicnee (Art. 1 No. 4 La. Const )

+The abu.e qualification test and a registristion aindication form provuded for by Sectlon 1 (Y, Article
VHI of the Loutstana Constitution, «Porm LR-1), were secrived by me from the_ _ . e - ..Parish Reg-
fstrar of Voters upon my request to register, and T have sicned both for acknowledirment and tdentification
with my application to register.)

Ward . Precinct . _ . Address . _ i m e et e
(Over)




- Form No. 9 .
CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give 2 reasonable interpretation
of the following\clauses of the Constitution:

Any person may speak, write and publish his senfimcn!s on all sub}ects. being respon-
sible for the abuse of that libert,; (Art. 1, Sec. 3, La. Const.)

’
No person shall Le compelled to give evidence against himself in a criminal case,
"*Art. 1 Scc. 11 La. Const.) :

No ex-post facto law, nor any law impairing the obligation of contracts, shall be
"~ passed; (Art. 4 Sec. 15 La. Const.)

Tl &'vne qualifiontion test and a rexistration apphication form provided for by Section 1 ¢c), Article
VIID of tre Louistana Constitution. «Porm LR-1, were receved by me fromthe. . Parish Reg-
Istrar of Voters upon my request 1o register, and I have signid both for acknowledgement and Mdentification
with my apprhication o ~~ypister »

- Apbﬁcnnl for Registration

Ward Precinet Address R _—
(Oﬂrr‘

Form Neo. 10 .
CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Volers and give a reasonable interpretation

of the fullowing clauses of the Constitution:

The military shall be in subordination to the civil power (Art. 1 Sec. 4 La. Const.)

Nor shall any vested rights be divested, unless” for purpose of public utility, and for
iust and adeguate compensation previously paid (Art. 4. Sec. 15. La, Const.)

The Legislature shall provide by law for change of venue in civil and criminal cases
(Art. 7 Sec. 45 La. Const))

el atwne gqualifwration test and a registration application form provided for by Section 1 (e). Article
VI of 2 e Locitsiana Constitution, «Porm LR-1), were received bymefromthe _ . _______ Parish Reg-
1308 of Vote £s uprm my request to rrzister, and T bave signed both for acknowledgement and identification

with my apbication o segister.)

T T T T 77 7 Avplicant for Registration

Ward Precinet _ . Address . _ e
(Over)

B3-S
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Foumn No. 11 N
C e . -- CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION -~ - - = . —

Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a reasonable interpretation
of the following clauses of the Constitution:

Ne function shall cver be attached to any court of record, or to the judges thereof
except such as are judicial (Art. 7 Sec. 3 La. Const.)

The Lagislature shall provide for t

he registration of voters throughout the State
{Art. 8 Sce. 17 La. Const.) -

The exercise of the police power of the State shall never be abridged
‘Art. 19 Scc. 18 La. Const.)

*The alowve qualificat:on test and a registration application form provided for by Sectiom 1 (c), Article
VI of 2 e Lonisi.na Constitution, «Form LR-1), were reccived by mc from the Parish Reg-

o of Volers upon my request to register, and 1 have signed both for acknowledgement and identification
weh mv apolcation to register.s

Applicant for Registration

Ward Precinct Address

(Over?

1
[
-4
Fezm No. 12
CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION
Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a reasonable interpretation
of the following claus s of the Constitution: '
Preseription <hall not run against the State in any civil matter (Art. 19 Sec. 16 La. g
Const - :
E:
3
Nev peoke 7 af suspending laws of this State shall be exercised unless by the Legislature,
or by it~ authority (Art 19 See. 5 La. Const.) 3
Full finth and credit shall be given in each: state to the public acts, records, and 3
judual proceedings of every other state, (Art. IV Sec. 1, U. S. Const.) ; i
e asser @ualification u‘-n und a registration application form proyvided for by Section 1 (e), Article
VI of U Linistina Constitution, «Porm LR-1), were received by me from the Partsh Reg- '
12ocar of Voters upon my request o register, and I have signed both for acknowledgement and Mdentification
with my apolication o register.)

"~ Applicant for Reglastration
Wiard Precinct ___ . Address_ _

(Over)




Form No. 13 - -
CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a reasonable interpretation
of the following’clauses of the Constitution:

The citizens of each state shall be entitied to all privileges i i izens
zes an
In the several states, (U. 8. Const. Art. 1V Sec. 2) o > 2d immunities of cit

The right of the people to keep and bear arms. shall not be infri
(U. 8. Const. 2nd. Amendm‘e)nt) ) ot be infringed

The right of the- people to be secure in ihrir persons, houses, papers, an ec
. ; . . S, and effects,
:zx,:xen:fit untr)easonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated (U. 8. Const. 4th
men

tThe above Qualification test and a registration application form provided for by Section 1 ), Article

VIII of the Lou!siana Constitution, (Porm LR-1), were reccived by me from the _ _ __ ————_Parish Rcg-
xtrar of Voters upon my request to register, and I have signed both for acknowledgement and dentification
with my application to register.s

- Ax;;)llcant for R_:szT;nuon

Ward . Precinct Address —_—— e -
(Oven)

— ———— e .

Form No. 14
CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a reasonable interpretation
of the following clauses of the Constitution:

The people have the right peaceably to asscmble (Art. 1 Sec. 5 La. Const.)

No person shall be compelled to give evidence against himsclf in a criminal case,
(Art. 1 Sec. 11 La. Const.)

Nor shall any vested rights be divested, unless for purpose of public utility. and for
just and adequate compensation previously paid (Art. 4, Sec. 15, La. Const.)

¢'The above qualification test and a registration application form provided for by Section 1 re), Article
VIII of the Louisiana Constitution, {Form LR-1), were received by me from the___ __ ._Parish Rrg-
Jstrar of Voters upon my request to register, and 1 have signed both for scknowledgement and sdentification
with my application to register.) . :

Applicant for Registration

Ward - Precinct______ Address__ —— -
Over)

B-7
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*  Form No. 18 ' :
CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a reasonable interpretation
of the following clauses of the Constitution:

All legislative powers hercin granted shall be vested in a Congrcs.s of the United
States, (U. S. Const, Art. 1 No. 1)

The judicial power of the United Stataes s hall be vested in one Supreme Court, and in
such inferior Courts as the congress may from time to time ordain and cstablish

(U. 8. Const. Art. IIT Sec. 1)
The people have the right peaceably to arsemble (Art. 1 Sec. 5 La. Const.)

(The above qualification test and a registration application form provided for by Sreectlon 1 1ev, Articlhe
..-Parish Reg-
istrar of Voters upon my regquest to register, and I have signed both for acknowledgeme m and identification

VI of the Loulsiana Constitution, (Form LR-1), were received by me from the_ . __ .

with my application to register.) .

Applicant for Registration

Ward__ _ _ Precinct Address e e e — -
(Overy

CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a reasonable imterpretation
of the following clauses of the Constitution:

Form No. 16

Full faith and credit shall be given In each state  to  the public acts. records, and
judicial proceedings of every other state (Art. IV See 1. U8 Const)

The citizens of each state shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens
in the several states, (U. 8. Const. Art. IV See. 2)

Nor shall any state deprive any person of 'ife. liberty, or property, without due process
of law (U. 8. Const. 14th Amendment

+The above qualifiention test and a registration applieation form provided for by Section 1 eY, Artiele

VIII of the Loutdana Cionstitution, +Porm LR-1?, were reveived by me from the . Parish Reg-
istrar of Voters upon my request to register. and 1 have signed both for scknowledgement and tdentification

with my application to register.)

" Applicant for Registration

Ward .. Precinct_ ____ Address _ _ _ et e e e _— ._._ -—
©Over)
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Form No. 17 .
CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

Apnlivant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a reasonable interpretation
of the following clauses of the Constitution:

Every porson has the natural right to worship God according to the dictates of his
own conscience (Art. 1 No. 4 La. Const.)

“
No function siuil ever be altached to any court of record, or to t

he judges thereof
exeept aueh as are judicial (Art. 7 Sec. 3 La. Const.)

Perpatual rranchises or privileges shall not be zranted to any person or corporation
by the Stute or by any political subdivision thereof (Art. 13°Sec, 7 La. Const.)

The Len qualitieation test and w reedstration ap;dication form provided for by Scction 1 (e}, Article

VU e Lot Constayt.on, tForm LR-1), were received by me from the_ ————__Parish Reg-

Tl Veterdnhon my request Lo reister, and I have signed both for acknowledgement and identification
NIV et it resiatep o
-

———— e

’ Applicant for 'Rczmrnuon
- ]
Ward Precinet Address .. i
(Overy

Form No. 18
- CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a reasonable interpretation
of the following cliuses of the Constitution:

The United States shall guarantee to every state in this Unlon a republican form of
rovernmeent, (U, 8. Const. Art. 1V Sec. 4)

Any person may speak, write and publish his sentiments on all subjects, being respon-
sibie for the abuse of that liberty (Art. 1, Sce. 3. La. Const.)

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers and effects against
unrcusonable scarches and seizures, shall not be violated (Art. 1 Sec. 7 La. Const.)

¢ T above qualification test and a registration application form provided for by Section 1 (¢), Article
VHE of tle Lonislana Constitution, «Form LR-1), were received by me from the Parish Reg-

1stmar of Volers upon my request to register, and 1 have signed both for acknowledgement and identification
with my application to register.)

Applicant for Registration
Ward Precinct Address

(Over) 4

, | \"’

—————— e .




* Form No. 19
* : TONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a reasonable interpretation
of the foliowing clauses of the Constitution: ‘

The right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed
(U 8. Const. 2nd Amendment)

No Law shall be passed to curtail or

restrain the liberty of sperch or of the press,
(Art. 1 No. 3 La. Const.)

The peaple have the right peaccably to assemble (Art. 1 Sec. 5 La. Const.)

Sihe atens qualification test and o reglstration application form provided for by Section 1 (e), Article

VL of the Lomsina Constitution, «Form LR-1, were received by me from the___ ____ _ _ __Parlsh Reg-

er of Voters upion my request to register, and 1 have siencd both for acknowledgement and identification
witiv iy application to recister.s

Avplicant for Registration

Ward Precinet Adidiess :
- (Ov.r

-l‘ i No 20
CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

Appheant skall read 1o the Registrar of Volers and give a reasonable interpretation
6! Ui followang clauses of the Constitution:

Fiill faith and epedit shall be given in cach state to  the public acts. records, and
Tathasal prices dings of every other state, (Art. IV See. 1. U, S. Const.)

Comnzress shall make no law respecting an cstablishment of religion. or prohibiting the
Pee exercse thereot, U8 Const. 1st. Amendment)

Tie b of the people Lo be seeure in theiy persons.  houses, papers and  effects,

szat st unreasonable searchers and seizures, shall not be violated (U. S. Const.
Ath Amendment)

o g Bt teat and wotedistoation ap;heation form provided for by Section § {(¢), Article

VI of v e b o Consitution, Morm LIe1s, were tecvived by me from thew ____ _ _ Parfsh Reg-
Do et Ve v My teee ot 1o poaster, and 1 have rkned Bboth for acknowledgement and identification

ALy oap e etan te resisters

" Applicant for Reghirailon i E
Ward Previnet . . Address

(Over)




. Form’ No. 21
CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION -

Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a reasonahle interpretation
of the following clauses of the Constitution: ’ )

The gwwcrs not delegated to the United S'ates by the Constitution, nor prohibited by
it to the Btates, are reserved to the Si: tes respectively. or to the pcoglc »
(U. 8. Const. 10th Amendment)

The citizens of each state shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of citizens
in the several states, (U. S. Const. Art. 1V Sec. 2)

The right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed
(U. 8. Const. 2nd. Amendment)

The above qmlilxéauon test and a registration apphication form provided for by Sectinn 1 te), Article
VIII of ©' e Louisiuna Constitution, ‘Form LR-1), were recenved Ly me from the - <o e — . Parish Reg-
1trar of Vaters upon my request o register. and 1 have sizned both for acknowledgement and id ntificag:es
with my apphication to register.»

L4
Appheant for Re:stration -

Ward * - Precinct Address . P A
(Over?

-

Furm No. 22
CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION
Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a reasonable interpretation
of the following clauses of the Constitution: .

Nor shall any state deprive any person of life. liberty, or property. without due process
of law (U. 8. Const. 14th Amecndment)

.

The judicial power of the United States, shall be vested in one Supreme Court, and in
such inferior Courts as the congress may from time ordain and cstablish
(U. 8. Const. Art. III Sec. 1) .

The military shall be in subordination to he civil power u\ri. 1 See. 4 La. Const)

The a'ane qualification test and a registration ajpplication form provided for by Section 1 te), Article
VIHI of tle Loulddana Constitution, (Form LR-1}, were reccived by me from the | - —- -. -Parish Reg-
Irtzar of Voters upon my request to register, and I have sizned both for acknowlediement and tdentification
with my application to register.) ) .

Applicant for Registration

Ward . Precinct______ Address__ . —— e e
(Over)

e —— e ——




Form No. 23
CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a reasonable interpretation
of the following clauses of the Constitution: '

No person shal] be deprived of life, liberty or property. except by due process of law.
(Art. 1, Sec. 2 La. Const.)

The Legislature shall provide by law for change of venuc in civil and criminal cases
(Art. 7 Sec. 45 La. Const.)

No ex-post facto law, nor any law impairing the obligation of cont'x;ds. shall be
passed; (Art. 4 Sec. 15 La. Const.) ‘

The abuve qualification test and a registration application form provided for by Scction 1 e, Article
VIII of the Louisiana Constitution, Porm LR-1), were reccived by me from the Parish Reg-

ist:ar of Voters upon my request to register. and T have signed both for acknowledgement and identification
with @iy application to register.) .

A-p_ph'—cnm. for Reglstration

Ward __ _ _ Precinct_ __ Address

Form No. 24 CONSTITUTIONAL TEST FOR REGISTRATION

Applicant shall read to the Registrar of Voters and give a reasonable interpretation
of the following clauses of the Constitution:

No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or property. except by due process of law.
1;':1 1. Sec. 2 La. Const))

peop i pe g ffect.
i le to be secure i t! eir sons, h0u5(s_' papers and e S
The nght of the € m : . ) ‘

agallls‘ ullleaSOllable searchers and sci ures shall not be v iolated (l\l t. 1 Sec. 7

La. Const.)

s

N rson shall be compelled to give evidence against himself in a criminal case.
O(K:t. 1 Sec. 11 La. Const.)

- > S 1 ter, Article
The alove qualification lest and a registration application form provided for by %uoq

_Parish Reg-
Porm LR-1), were received by me {rom the

. oto‘tk: uum:mlmnum:o 'rrns!rr. and 1 have signcd both for acknowledgement and identification
tstrar oters

with my spplication to reglster.)

[

" Applicant for Reglstration

ward___ _ Precinct. ____ Address pr—

B-12




APPENDIX C

| SEEEEL IED

® @ parvos.
Pammameiie e

BN ALVIR ¥ STUMPS
oarvms. s

..

Beex Xz, Binpd: : -
m berewith are the following:

and other pidlic officials, a copy of which has alreadv deen
sent to you direct by Attorney General Jack I. F. Gremiilfcr:.

2) A set of cards similar to those in use in several
perishes in Louisiana in connection with the determination of
spplicants’ knowledge of the Constitution as required bv the
Cometitution and laws of the State of Louisiana. On the back
of thy card Fou will find a sample resolution for a police
Sucy wiieh ¢ the Registrars to comply fully-with .ouisi-
ane §253. 3:itle 1B, L.R.S., requires that the Registrar ex-
anise eschk £)plicant on his knowledge of the Constitution and

‘mlm"m penalties in the event these provisions arc¢ not

R S g

40 you knew, the fight to maintain segregation ot the
. saces £3 gur7iatipg cowsrds an all-out battle to prevent the
f i1 "45pstipn of bloc voters. It is the hope of this
73 the emclosures will be of some help to v who
axe ¢ fity ¢o7y frout lise. For the good of yourself, vour
UKy 420 pour: State, we strongly urge that you take im-

-ﬂi»: ) 00 sée- that our voter registration laws are

- e

anyoreed {n your parish.

Sincerely yours,

Y or 2V P
W, N, Shaw

SUP FORD € FVINGON Secnateac
maren s

May 25, 1958 = o emam demses Coveen

WE oeslidimes RE: Registration of Vorers in Accordaprce

with Laws of the State o: Louisiana

1) M::I-of recent opinion of the Attornev General -
-of the StaZe. ef {ana relative to the conduct of Registrars

3
.




IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT POR THE
' BASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIAKA "
BATON ROUGE DIVISION V™ 1%,

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Plaintiff,
CIVIL ACTION NO.

v. COMPLAINT

STATE OF LOUISIANA; JIMMIE
HB. DAVIS, C. C. AYCOCK, J.
THOMAS JEWEL, AS MEMBERS OF
THE BOARD OF REGISTRATION
OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA;
AND BUGH E. CUTRER, JR.,
DIRECTOR AND EX OFFICIO
SECRETARY OF THE BOARD OF
REGISTRATION OF THE STATE
OF LOUISIANA,

Defendants.

VUVVVVVUUVVUVVVUVUVVVV

The United States of America alieges that:

2. This action is instituted Oy the Attorney General

of the United States pursuant to the provisions of 42

U.5.C. 1971, as smaended, and pursuant to 28 u.s.c.

2201. :
2. This Court bas Jurisdiction of this action . :
wnder 42 U.S.C. 1971(d), 38 U.S.C. 1345 and 28 U.S.c, l
2281. 22 =~ 32 —4¢
A8 BPMWIR Br ST .
' B v og o '/

!: &“’,v’:';-l—q-\\ . L'
G Kisy .
A I &,
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3. Jllgie H. Davis, C. C. Aycock and J. Thona;
Jewel are members of the Board of Registration of the
State of Lou;sianu by virtue of their officiasl positions
as Governor, Lieutenant Governor and Speaker of the
House of Representatives of the State of Louisiana,
respectitely. Each of these defendants has an office
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The Board of Registration
is an agency of the defendant State of Louisiana. The

office of the Board is in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

4. Hugh B, Cutrer, Jr., is the Director and Bx

Officio Secretary of the Board of Registration and in

that capacity is an agent of the defendant State. His
. .
office is in Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

S. Under the Constitution and laws of Louiaiann,‘

the Board of Registration is requiszed to
general fules and regulations the method

istration of the voter registration laws

prescribe by
of the admin-

and procedures

and the character and forms of records and documents

used in the registration process. The Board is suthor-

ized to remove, at will, sny registrar of voters in the

State of Louisiana., It is the ddty of the defendant

pirecteor, Hugh B, Cutrer, Jr., who was sppointed by the
Board, to administer the rules and regulations of the
Board, and to perform such other duties as may be
directed by the Board in connection with the powers of
the Board and the promotion of registcation of the voters
of the State.

6. The right to vote is essential to & republicsn
form of governaant. "It is secured by Sections 2 and 4

of Article 1 of the Constitution of the United States

and by the Pourteenth, Fifteenth, and Seventeenth Amend-

ments thereto. ’ .

 J
.
.
.
N
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7. Under Louisiana law, registration is, and has
been since at least 1898, s prerequisite to voﬁiu‘ in
any election, In 42 of the 64 p;riahes registration
is permanent.

8. Each pacish in Louisiana has a registrar of
voters who is an appointed official and an agent of
the defendant State. A1l registrars of voters in the
State of Louisiana slﬂce at least 1898 have been white
citizens. OUnder Louisiana 1law registrars of voters
determine whether each applicant for registration is
Qqualified to vote.

9. Prior to the adoption of the Louisiana Consti-
tution of 1898 approximately 44 percent of the regis-
tered voters in Louisiana were Negroes. The Constitu-
tion of 1898 established literacy and property require-
‘-ents a8 conditions prerequisite to voting but exempted
from these requirements aill persons who were entitled
to vote on or before January 1, 1867, and their sons
snd grandsons. This exemption is hereaftér referred to
88 the "grandfather clause.”

10. Under the operation of the "grandfather clause"
white political Supremacy became 8 fact in Louisiana.
In 1910 only six~tenths of one percent of the :egisf
tered voters in Louisiana were Negroes.

11. The Louisiana Constitution of 1921 replaced
the “grandfather clause” with an interpretation test,

8 similar “grandfsather clause” having been invalidated
under the Fifteenth Amendment by the’Unlted States

Supreme Court in 1915, Article VIII, Section I of the
Lovisiana Constitution of 1921 provided that a citizen

in Llouisisna, otherwise Qualified, could register to




0 '

2

vote if he were able to read 8ny clause ih the Louisianas

Constitution or the Constitution of the United Statés
and give a ressonable interpretation tbereof._ A citi-
':en ;nable to re;d and v{ite could qualify if he were
able to understand and give a reasonable interpretation
of any section of either Constitution when read to him
by the registrar of voters. The purpose of adopting
this interpretation test was to provide a means by
which the disfranchisement of Negroes could be perpet~
vated. This test was adopted in a state where the public
educational facilities were and are racially segregated.

12. Prom 1921, when the interpretation test was
adopted until 1944, the percentage of registered voters
in Louisiana who were Negroes never exceeded one-half
of one percent. In 1944 the Uanited States Supreme
Court invalidated the practice of excluding Negroes
from participation in primary elections; Prior to
that time, Negroes were not permitted to vote in Dem-
ocratic primary elections in Louisiana.

13. During the period from 1944 until March 1956,
the percentage of registered voters in Louisiana who
were Negroes rose fronm two-tenths of one percent to
spproximately fifteen percent. Many registrars of
voters in Louisiana did not apﬁly the interpretation
test during this period.

14. 1In 1954, following the decision of the Supreme
Court declaring unconstitutional the maintenance by
states of racially segregated public schools, the
Legislature of Louisiana created a Joint Legislative
Coanittee to study means by which white supremacy and

racisl segregation could be preserved in Llouisiana.

- 4 -
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This Committee is hereafter referred to as the Co--

mittee on Segtegation.

15. The Chairman of the Committee on Segregatlon.

;ﬂlillia- H Rainach, was a State Senator from a District,

the 27th, which has a large populntion of Negroes, vir-
tually none of whom are registered to fote. While he
was Chairman of the Committee on Segregation, William
M. Rainach helped to organize the Association of Citi-
zens Councils of Louisiana, which was incorporated in
January 1936,‘and became the bresident and a member of
the Board of Directors of the Association.

16. The purpose of the Association of Citizens
Councils of Louisiana was to maintain white political
supremacy and racial segregation in Louisiana-and to
organize local citizens® councils and coordinate their
activities to promote these ends. nany such councils
were organized in Louisiana.

4 17; To pronbte éhe objectivés refe;ted to in the
preceding paragraph, the local all-white citizens*®
councils in at least eleven Louisiana parishes, pur-
porting to act under a procedure authorized by Louisi}na
law, challenged the registration status and caused the
gemoval from the voter registration rolls of thousands
of Negro voters, but virtually no white voters.

18. In promoting the purging of Negro voters as
described in the preceding paragraph, the Association
of Citizens Councils prepared an& distridbuted 1iterature
to local citizens® councils, registrars of voters, and
other pudlic officials in Louisiana. This literature
included s pamphlet entitled "Voter Qualification Laws

in Louisiang -~ the Key to Victory in the Segregation
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Struggle” urging, among other things, a strict asppli-
eation of the interpretation test as a mesdns of pre-
_serving white political supremacy and raciail segregation

in Louisianai. A copy of this pamphlet is attached

hereto as Appendix A and is incorporated herein.
19. During 1958 and 1959 the Comnittee on Segre-
gation and the Board of Registration held joint meetings

for each of the eight congressional districts of Loui-

-

siana. These meetings were attended‘by public officials
or their representatives, including the Committee on
Segregation, the Board of Registration, the State
Attorney General, registrars of voters, district
attorneys, sheriffs, a;d police jury-presidents, as
well as by officers and members of the citizens' coun-
cils, a1l of whom were white citizens. The purpose of
these meetings was to formulate a progranm for maintaining
white political supremacy and racial segregation in
Louisiana. The position taken by these state agencies
was that the strict application of the interpretation
test was the key to maintaining white political supre-
macy and racial segregation. The counsel for the
Committee on Segregation told those in attendance that
the interpretation test is a test of native intelligence,
S/ not “book learning”, and that, "experience teaches ~-
that most of our white people have this native intelli-
gence, while most Negroes do not.” These state sgencies
distributed to the persons in attendance at these meet-
ings, fncluding the registrars of voters, the pamphlet
described in the preceding paragraph, and sets of 24 ,
cards containing constitutional provisions to be used

in administering the interpretation test. A copy of
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graph 17, the total number of white voters increased

O J i

a_set of these test _gards is attached as Appendix B . 1k

and is incorporated herein,

20. The Committee on Segregation slso sent letters
and other materials to the registrars of’voters through~
out Loulsiana urging the registrars to enforce sttietly.

the interpretation test in order to maintain segregs-

glon of the races, stressing that the registrars of
voters are on the very front line of the battle to main-
tain segregation. A copy of one such letter from this
Committee to a registrar of voters is attached as Appen-
dix C and is incorporated herein.

21. In certain Louisiana parishes, particularly .
those in which most of the Negro voters were purged
from the registration rolls, the registrars of voters
beganvto require applicants for registration and reregis-~
tration to pass the interpretation test. 1In these par-~
ishes, white voters who, with almost no exceptions, had
not been purged, were not subjected to the interpreta-

tion test. 1In the eleven parishes referred to in para-

by 1033, while the total number of Negro voters de-
‘creaaed‘by 8158 between March and October 1956. Pronm
October 1956 until December 1960, the number of white
voters in these parishes increased by 3264, while the
number of Negro voters decreased by 2205.

22. In some of the parishes of Louisiana, including
the four largest, the interpretation test has not been
spplied 33 a qualification for voter tegistr;tion. The
interpretation test has been applied in at least twelve
parishes. In these twelve parishes less than § percent
of the Megroes of voting age were registered to vote as
of December 31, 1960. Throughout the rest of the state,
over 33 percent of the Negroes of voting age were regis-
tered to vote as of that date, '

-’-
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23. 1In November 1960, the voters of Louisiana
sgproved an amendment to Article VIII of the Louisi-
ana Constitution which, anong other things, changed
the interpretation test to_requite as a qualification
f;t voting that sn applicant for registration be able
to understand and give & reasonable interpretation of
any section of e¢ither Constitution. The amendment
. also requires applicants to read and to write from
dictation any portion of the preamble to the Consti-
tution of the United States. The amendment -a; pro-
posed by the Louisiana Legislature as one of several
measures to preserve racial segrega&ion in Louisiana.

24, In October 1961, the Board of Registrafe: 7
in cooperation with the Committee on Segregation and
the State Sovereignty Commission, ad;pted a resolu-
tion requiring a1l registrars of voters in tﬁe State
of Louisiana to enforce strictly the 1nterpretatiog
test, -

35, The Constitution and laws of Louisiana pro-
viding for the interpretation test vest discretion in
the re‘istrlte'of voters to determine the qualifica-~
tions of applicants for registration. These constitu-
tional and statutory provisions impose no definite and
objective standards upon registrars of voters for the
administration of the interpretation test., No require-
ment exists that answers given to the interpretation
test be in writing or that they be reduced to writing,
These provisions enable and require the registrars of
voters in Louisians to determine subjectively:

(a) The manner in which the interpretation

test is to be administered;




(b) The length and complexity of the sections
of the Constitution to be understood and |
1nte:;tefed by applicants;

(c’ éhat constitutes s rezsonable interpre-w

tation of any section of the Constitution;

(d) Whether the applicant's understanding and

interpretation are satisfactory,

26. The effect of vesting this discretion in
Louisiana registrars of voters, as described in the
preceding paragraph, has been and is to permit them
to deprive otherwise qualified Negro citizens of
their right to register and vote without distinction
of race or color,

27. The history of the interpretation test, the
setting of white political supremacy and racial segre-~
gation in which this test was adopted and is enforced,
and the discretion which is vested in the registrars
of voters in the administration of this test render the
interpretation test invalid on its }ace under 42 U,S.C,
1971(a) and the Pourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments to
the Constitution of the United States.

28, The Louisiana Constitﬁtion is in excess of
300 printed pages, 1Its provisions vary widely in
subject matter and complexity to include such matters
&8s the requirement that the English language be.noed
in public schools (Art, XII, Sec. 12) and the applica~
tion of certain debt taxes and water and sewer taxes
to the liquidation of cecrtain bonded debt obligations
incurred by the Ciéy of New Orleans for public isprove-
ments (Art., XIV, Sec. 24). Interpretations of certain

provisions of the Louisiana Constitution and the

- 9 a
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Constitution of the United States have differed
widely even among those learned in the law,

29, There is no rational or reasonablie basis
for requiring, as a prerequisite to voting, that
prospective elector otherwise qualified be able to
interpret certain sections of the Louisiana Consti-
tution,

30. The defendants, unless restrained by order
6£ this Court, will continue to require and permit ‘
registrars of voters to use the interpretation test
as a qualification for registration for voting,

WHEREFORE, plaintiff prays that, pursuant t; the
provisions of 28 U.S.C, 2281, a Distrl?t Court of
‘three Judges be convened in accordance with the
procedures set forth in 28 U,S.C., 2284, and éhat saiad
Court:

1, Adjudge, decl;re and decree that the pro-
visions of Article VIII, §;ction 1 of the Louisiana
Constitution and the laws of LoQisiana, insofar as
they pertain to the interpretation test, are invalid
and in violation of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amend-
ments to the Constitation of the United States;

2. Issuec prelininary.tnd permanent injunction
enjoining the defendants, their agents, employees, and
successora, and all persons in active concert and par-
ticipation with them htvipg actual notice of the
Court’s decree, from:

(a) Bnforcing and giving any further

effect to the requirements of
Article VIII, Section 1 of the

Loufsiana Constitution, end of

-
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Q) d
the statutes implementing Article

VIII, Section 1, ingofat as they
pertain to the interpretation test
&8s 8 prerequisite to voting,

(db) Engaging in any act which would de-

prive any citizen in the State of

Louisiana of the right to register

-

sand the right to vote without dis-
tinction of race of color,
(c) Engaging in any.acts which would
delay, prevent, hinder, or dis-
courage Negro citizens, on account
of their race or color from apply-
ing for registration and becoming
registered voters in the State of
Louisiana, ) .
3. Issue all such additional orders which will
insure the fair, egual, and non-discrininatory admin-
istration of regiastration procedures in the Stnte of
Louisiana,
4. Grant such additional relief ss justice may
require, together with the cgosts and disbursements of

this action,

ROBERT F. EBNNEDY
Attorney General of the
. United States

BURKE HARSHALL
Assistant Attorney Genergal

H. HEPBURN MANY : ;
United States Attorney

Joan DOAR, Attorney
Department of Justice i

-11 - ‘ -
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Ii THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
BASTERN DISTRICT (F LOUISIAKA
BATON ROUGE DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, s
Plaintiff, 3
- 3
vs, . CIVIL ACTION NO. 2548
s
STATE OF LOUISIANA; JIMMIE s
Ho DAVIS, C. C. AYCOCK,
J. THOMAS JEWEL, AS MEMBERS :
OF THE BOARD QF EEGISTRATION
OF THE STATE QF LOUISIANA; :
AND HUCH E. CUTRER, JR.,
DIRKCTOR A:D EX CFFICIO s

SECRETARY OF THE BOARD F
RECISTRATION OF THE STATE F H
LOUISIAGA

Defendants,

MOTION FOR EXTEHSION OF TIME

NOW INTO COURT comes the State of louisiana, Jimmie H,
Davise, Ce. Co Aycock, J. Thomas Jewsl, Hugh E. Cutrer, Jr,,
through Jack P. F. Gremillion, Attorney General of the State of
wmmmmmwml, and, reserving all
rights to urge any and all dnq:tiona, objections, motions or
pleadings, including cbjections and exceptions to furisdistion
snd venus, form and sufficiency of service, and the right to
file any and all other motions or pleadings, and sppesring herein
solely for the purpose of this motion with respect shows '




5

-~

1,
That the defendants herein are duly o]..ctod and

E sppointed officials of the State of Louisiana actively engaged
' in the performance of their official duties,

-

2.
That the cazplaint filed herein is quite technical
and involved, dealing with many questions of great magnitude
and icportance to all parties concerned,

3.

That your appearers cannot properly appear and plead

to said canpla{.;rt within the legal delays granted and that an

&xtension of time within which to appear and file appropriate
motions or pleadings should be granted.

WHEREFORZ, appearers pray that, after dus considera-
tion hereof, this motion for an extension of time be granted
and that your appearers be relieved from appearing and pleading
in any canner to the camplaint until the expiration of such
time may be fixed by this Court,

© -

Appearers further pray for all orders necessary for
goneral and equitsble relief,

JACK P. F. GREMILLIOH
ATTORNKY GEMEBAL OF LOUISIAMA

CARROLL BUCK
FIRST ASSISTANT ATTORNEY CEXERAL

BARRY J. KBON, JR.
ASSISTANT ATTORMEY GENERAL
HENRY RCBERTS

ASSISTANT ATTOREY GEZNEBAL

MELDON COUSIxNS
3 ASSISTANT ATTORUEY GEXERAL

JOHN JACKSOXN .
ASBISTANT ATTOREY GRMERAL

THOMAS W, MCFERRIN
SPECIAL COUNSEL
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Prexises considersd, it is hersty ordered that the
Sppearers named in the foregoing motion be granted an extension
of thirty days from dats hereof within which to appear and
plead 1n any manner to the couplaint £1led herein. The right
of the sppearers will ressrve unto them to file any exceptions,
cbjections, motion or other pleadings deemed proper, and
Ancluding objections and exceptions to Jurisdiction and venue,
form and sufficiency of lervica,

Saton Rouge, Louisiana, , 1962,

WIITED STATES DISTRICT JUDCE

CERIIFICATE

I hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing motion
and order has beon mailed to the Honorable Burke Marshall,
Assistant Attorney Generzl, United States of America, and |
Kiss Kathleen Ruddell, United States Attorney, at their proper

address by United States mail postage pre-paid,
Baton Bouge, Louisiana this , 1962,

MC
SPECIAL COUNSEL
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I THE UNITED STASES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
EASTERN DISTRICT (F LOUISIANA

-
BATOH ROUCE DIVISION
UNITED STATES CF AMERICA, $
Plaintirs, :
vs. . CIVIL ACTION NO. 2548
STATE OF LOUISIANA; JIMMIE :
- He DAVIS, C. C. AYCOCK,
Jo THOMAS JEMEL, AS MER{BERS :
CF THE BOARD OF EEGISTRATION
OF THE STATE OF LOUISIA'A; :
A!D HUGH E. CUTEER, JR.,
DIEECT(R A:D EX GFFICIO $

SECRETARY (F THE BOARD OF
BEGISTRATIC:N OF THE STATE OF H
LOUISIAA

Defendants.

10: FOR EXTENSIOY OF TIE

10d TTO COURT comes the State of Louislana, Jimie He
Davis, Co Co Aycock, Jo Thomas Jewsl, lugh E. Cutrer, Jr., |
through Jack Pe Fe Gremillion, Attornsy Ceneral of the State of i %
Louteians and other undersigned counsel, and, reserving all B |
rights to urge any and all exeptions, objoc‘tiom, motions or
pleadings, including cbjections and exseptions to Jurisdiction .
and verme, form and sufficiency of service, and the right to
file any and all other motions or plesdings, and sppearing herein ‘
®olely for the purpose of this motion with respect shows




1.

That on Jamary 11, 1962 this Honorsble Court signed
an Order granting sppearers an extension of thirty days from
#aid date within which to sppear and plesd in any manner o the
corplaist filed hevein.

2. .

That on February 6, 1962 at 10343 AHe a copy of the
petition was mnd upon the State of Louisiana, one of the
defendants herein, through Jack P. Fe Cremillion, Attorney
Ceneral of the State of louisiana, a necessary party to be
sorved and to accept service on behalf of the defendant State of
Louisiana,

3.
That therefore the defendant, the State of Louisiana,
has twenty days after service of the swmons within which to
appear and answer the cocplaint sarved upon Jack P. Fe Cremillion

on February 6, 1962,

be
That all of the cther defendants herein expressly
desire to file their pleadings, exoeptions, objections and notions
st ono and the sene tize, '

Se
That all appearers respectfully request this Court to
axtend the tine provided in ite Order of Jamuary 11, 1962 herein-
before referred to, to coincide with the twenty deys which the
sppearcr, the State of Louistans, hes in which to file ite snswer
to the coplaint under the sumcns served on Jeck Pe P. Cremillion,
Attormey General of the State of Louisians, on Pebruary 6, 1962,

[y
”
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7 WERFOSE, sppearers pray thet, after due concidersticn
bereaf, tile moticn for an extension of tine until Pebrusty 27,
1962 b granted and thet your eppesrers be relieved fron gppesring
jnlplndiminwmtotbocmphhztmtﬂthowirsﬁon - ‘1

wmwformordmwumtor
geoeral and equitebloe relief,

ACK P, Fo CREMILLIOH
ATTOR'EY GEERAL P LOUISIAA

CARROLL BUCK
FIRST ASSISTA!T ATTCRIEY CE:ZRAL

’ BARRY J. KRO!, JRe
ASSISTA!T ATTOR:EY CE.ERAL

HE'RY ROBERTS
ASSISTA'T ATTGRIEY CE!ERAL

WELDO:{ COUSI:S
ASSISTAIT ATTORIEY GE'ERAL

JOH JACKSOH
ASSISTA!T ATTCR'EY GENERAL.

: THCGMAS W, MCFERRDH
SPECIAL COUNSEL

BIs .
ASSISTANT ATTCRIEY CEIFERAL

L a E
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Preaiges considered, it is hereby ordered that the
.ppmmdinthefmgoingmumbemdndm»mﬂm
fﬁumﬂrebnaryﬂ,l%zwwmdplndinwmm
totbooqhiutﬁladhwﬁn. The right of the sppearers will
reserve unto thex to file any exceptions, objections, motion or
other pleedings deened proper, and including cbjections and

mwmmnaﬁm,mmgﬁwndmof
/—'
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UAdED SIS DISTRICT T JUDGE

CERIIEICAZE

I berely certify that a copy of the foregoing motion

224 crder has besn malled to the Honorable Burke iarshall,

Aseistat Attorney General, United States of Anerica, ad
Miss Kzthleen Buddsll, United States Attorney, st their proper

Baton Bouge, 1962,

ASSISTAYT ATTOR'EY CEERAL
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mmﬁSDmICOMFORMWi DISTRICT
PR . e 4t en e - o e i w nm
. BATOX ROUGE DIVISIO:N

UITED STATSS OF AHERICA, H
i Plaintiftf, 3
vs. : g CIVIL ACTIOH H0. 2548

SIS (F LOGISLA:A, JTdls :  Divielon ™C"
Ee DAVIS, Co Co AYCOCK, Jo THGIAS

JGELL, AS EM:RS F THE BOARD :

OF RECISTRATIOL OF TiE STATE OF

LOUISIA'A; A-D HWGH E. CUTEER, JR., 3

DIESCT(R A'D EX GFFICIO SZCRETARY

QF THI BOARD (F BECISTRATION OF :

THE STATS @ LOGISIAA,

Defendants.

MOTION TQ DISMISS

Ca Notion of State of Loulslana; Jicmie H. Davis,
Ce Co Aycock, J. Thomas Jewell, as manbers of the Board of Registration
ammamgmwx.c\xm, Jr., Director and Ex
mmummozuwucm‘orm-aaoorwm
muumwmmzmmmmwwm,

wmwm.minmwmmum
Mumww.bnmmmmtm

ssce, moves as follows, to-adts

1.
%o élaxies the sction berein bessase the coplaint fails to
otate a elain against defendents, upon wiich relief ean be granted in that

H . .
| m——rn—— e ——————— T
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(n)n;muno:n-uum,cemm-minm
Pleadings of the plaintirf; snd

(v) nm-ehnhekofindiqnnmlopmiuundertho

.. . 8llegations of the cazplaint; and

(c) M%MMMWﬁh;conﬂot
improper venus,

JACK P, F. GRENMILLION
Attorney General, State of Loulsiang

Mo E, CULLIoA:
Assistent Attorney Cenersl

LA Lk s e e g
G Lk P, T ARy

. JOHH E. JACKSOR
Assistant Attorney Ceneral
.
. !
DOROTHY WQIARETTR j 1
Assistant Attorner General N
y’i %ﬁ :
3 :

b i WELDON K, COUSLS
1 Assistant Attorney GCeneral

WILIIAY P, SCHULER -
Assistant Attorney Genaral

." " . '
&, -
T .
.
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hdmutorn:ycml




SOTICE OF MOTIOY *
TOt Honorable Burks Harshall '
Assistant Attorney Ceneral
"Civil Rights Division
Departuent of Justice
Washington 25, D. C.
Honorable John Doar
Civil Rights Division
Departoent of Justice
Washington 25, D. C.
Miss Kathleen Ruddell
. United States Attorney for the Dastern District of Louisians
. Federal Building
U Loyola Avenue
Hew Orleans, Loulsiana
Fleaso take notice that the undersigned will bring the
; above zotion for hesring before this court at the United States
4 District Courthouse for the Eastern District of Loulsiana, Baton
/76
Rougs Divislon oa the i4th day of March, 1962 at 10 o'clock, in
the forencon of that date, or as soon thersafter as Counssl can
: be heard.
3 JACK P, Fo GRGIILLION
Attorney GCoaeral
- | M. E. CULLICAN
Assistant Attorney General
» " JOHH 2+ JACESON '
" Assistant Attorney General
P Assistant Attorney Genersl

WELDOR A, COUBLS
Assigtant Attorney General

WILLTAH P. BCHULER
Aseistant Attorney Cenersl

Assistant Attorney Ceneral

T
Assistant Attoeney General

-
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BASTERN DUOTRICT OF LOUIEIANA
BATON ROUGE RIVISION ~ %
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Platntire,
’ v. CIVIL ACTION NO. 2543
STATE OF LOUISIANA, ET AL., NOTICE OF TAKING DEFOSITIONS .

T0 EACH PARTY, and to the attorney of record of each party herein:

Please take notice that the plaintiff herein will take the
depositions by oral examination, pursuant to the provisions of the Federal
Bules of Civil Procedwre, of the bhereinafter named witnesses in the offices _
of Janet L. Parker and Associates, 1211 Loufsiana National Bank Building )
in Baton Rouge, Loulsiana, comencing &t 9:00 A.M. on Friday end Saturday,
March 9 and 10, 1962, and from day to day thereafter until the taking of

; said depositions 1s completed: ° F
Bugh X. Cutrer, Dirsctor, Board of Registration,
Pentagon Courts, Baton Rouge, Louisiana
John H. Deer, lxmtiv‘ 8ecretary, Btate Sovereignty
7 Commigsion, Btate Capitol, Baton Rougs,
Douglas Fouler, Btate Custotisn of Yoting Nactiner,
E . Pentagon Courts, Baton Rouge, Iouium
i Joln 8. Garrett, Chairmen, Joint Lagislative Committes ocm
Segrogation, State Capitol, Baton Rouge
3 Louisiana '
Wade O. Mertin, Jr., Socretary of State, Btate Capitcl,
: Baton Rouge, .
' These depositions will be taksn before Miss Janct L. Parker or tA
somo other person duly qualified to sduinister ostds.
_ dew i
3, Attorney .
Departnsut of Justics :




SIXTIVICATS OF SIRVICE

I bereby eertify that I have served the foregouing Notios of
Taking Depositicns on the defendants hersin by sending a eopy by United
© States Alrmall to the Honorable Jeck P. F. Gremillfon, Attorney Genarsl
of the Btate of Loutsiana, State Capitol, Batom Rouge, Loulsiana, on this

Z2- day of March, 1962,

/
—ﬁ'o—}@%“n, P

Department of Justice




