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that  they m r e  out. The next th ing  he recalls is Willie 

Earl Vereen coning hack into the church saying,  "1 got 

me one ."  Then he recalls Chavis coming i n t o  the church 

folloved by Patr ick  and Tyndall and t h a t  Chavis t a lked -  

to Wright and Vereen and to ld  h i m  to get s w e  guys to- 

gether, they were going to burn Mike's and Chavis went 

up to the front, started t a l k i n g  over the  microphone: 

that he siid, "We are going to burh Mike's store and 

after we throw t he  gasbombs we w i l l  split up and go 

between the houses and shoot at the firemen and policemenn; . - 
. . that a Ceorgc Kirby - t h a t  a fellow stood up. Ue didn't 

iden t i fy  him as Kirby - and doollc~iinq t h a t  Ann Shephard 

stood up and said over the nicrbphone, said, "F?e have 

got to show these crackers we mean business." l!e saw 

the defenaants except Bpps and !IcXoy: t h a t  he dir? not 

see Epps at the church on Saturday night .  He didn't 

kno-,*r him; t h a t  he had seen NcKoy tr';~en he first came into 

the church,  but d i d  not  observe Mcltoy at this tine when 

Chavis was t a l k i n g  about burning Mike's: t h a t  after 

Chavis and Shephard said, k7e have got to s!~ow these . 
crackers we mean business: then Chavis and all of the 

defcnt!ants except Epps, McKoy and Shephard left the 

church w i t h  guns and he salt thorn go down tho  alleyriay 

here tot.~ard the back of the church; said it was about > . -..- ,# 
this t i m e  he got h i s  f inger mashed in the door or his 
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I . - .  . thumb. One of h i s  f r i ends  had closed the door on his 

finger: that Ann Shepharrl took h i m  over to Rev. Temple- 

ton's house and t h a t  she and he thought the Reverend's 

wife looked at his finger, bandaged it up and was sent 

to the  hospital. I don't know where he caught the taxi- 

cab, but he went w i t h  Kenny WcXay, an older boy to the L : 

hosp! tal to have his thumb treated. When coning back 

from t h e  hospital  ..he' observed t h e m  bringing in the 

Steve Corhett  b&y on a stretcher; that he had observed 

. . . Steve Corhett at the  church. Be got in a taxicab, got 

back. taxicab put him off at 7th and Ann or 7tS and 

: : ~ock: 'I ban1t recell.Phat he was walking down 7th 

. Street. As he croased t h o  stseet here he observed XiXets 

Grocery store on fire.  Re beard gunshots. Be ran all 

. the way back to t3e church,. saying, "Rabbit' and t h a t  

. .. he spent  the niqht at the church: t h a t  he ha? known some 
+ of these defendants before, primarily P-!cKoy, Nayne Moore, 

.Jerry Jacobs and Chili (3Iarvi.n Pat r i ck)  and Joe irrirjht; 

. that he had seen t he  others hciore except for Rnn Shep- 

hard; tha t  he had never seen her before that n i g ? ~ t  at t l~e  

church. 

You w i l l  recall also t5at Jetone Elitc'lell testi- 

f i e d  that he knew most of these defendants  before he 

went to t?le church: t h a t  he h d  m e t  n couple of then 

at meetings over at ETolly Iiic!:~ and Tom liooeton'a house 

in Dccmber and January; that  is Wen he f i r s t  net  ~ h a v i k .  



n a l l  seid he knew soma of them bedore, but 

Mitchell  was the one who ha8 .. known most of them, most 

of these defendants fa i r ly  close, s o m e  of then at l e a s t ,  

although he is somev?hnt younger than they are.  

lJow j u s t  d couple of brief comments on the 

l a w  and then my closing . , renarks. We have got .Ann Sbenhard 

charged with accessory hefore .- the fact of bnrning of 

Mike's and that, knowing the  criminal i n t e n t i o n s  of these 

other parties, knot,ving t h a t  they were going to burn 

- ~ike's, she encouraged then, inc i ted  them, and induced 

t h e m  to do that. They did. She had the i n t en t ion  that  

they do ti at the time or-at' least that is the State's 

position. So, therefore, she is an-accessory before 

the f a c t  of the furning of Mikes. 

In order to be an Accessory before the fact 

you cannot  be present at the scene of the crinc, and 

she was not.  She was at the church. So she could not 

be a party to the crine itself as far as perpetrating 

the crine. She would be an accessory before the fact 

in t>at s h e  encouraged, incitied, ant1 induced. 

With regard to the conspiracy charge, you have 

been t o l d  that a conspir,acy is a meeting of the minds to 

commit, some c r in ina l  offense. This is where there i n  a 

criminal agreement hctv~eon parties, an agrcemtn between 
i 

parties to cormit a crime inthis case to assault  emergency 

personnel with deadly weapons, firemen and pol icemn.  



Of course, it is the  State's posttion and t h e  

l a w  is this. That w i t h  recard-to a conspiracy you do 

not have to show that  there is a formal agreement oi 

any kind between the parties. Parties can enter i n t o  a 

conspiracy by their acts, By acting in harmony tor~ether  

- they can become part oi the conspiracy. So t5e State 

is not required to prove that a l l  of these defendants 
1 

came together and.*aid, *Yes, we are all going to go out 
. . 
and shoot at firenen adn policerncn." If one person . I 

suggests the idea and the others go along w i t h  the 

-. idea their actions then is a conspiracy t o  assault energcncy 
I' 

01- personnel w i t h  deadly weapons at like's Grocery store. 

The State has gone beyond that. In a conspiracy 

case you are not required to prove that the crime was 

actually conmi tke8 .  The crime of conspiracy, conspiring _.. . 

to cornit an offense is complete upon all agreeing to do 

it. SO if all of us agree right now to go break in to  a 

store, then r i q h t  now w e  are gu i l ty  of tho crime af con- 

spiring to break into a store even though we never take 

. a step toward the store to carry out our intent ions ,  

But here we have got more than this. Here we have got a 

conspiracy to assault erergency personnel hy word and 

acts of the part ies ,  their actions; a c t i n g  in harr~ony, 
I 

they go beyond that. They actually go out with weapons 

to assault cnzrgency personnel and, in fact, assault  them.  



so there is no question as to all of these defendant~ being - - 

..party by their  actions and words to conspiring to assault 

energency personnel w i t h  deadly weapons. 

Now l e t  me j u s t  make a c o u ~ l o  of brief cloning 

rerr.arks and I w i l l  have a seat and turn the floor over 

for his remarks. During the sumation of the defense, 

Mr. Pallance brouqht out that these were students with 

grievances; that they came together to do something to 

cone together with a course o f  act ion;  that t hey  m e t  w i t 3  

- .  Dr. Bellamy. Of course, that was on Monday. Dr. Rellarny 

wasn't at the church on Friday and Saturday. Ile was  there 

. . . . 
o n  o n y .  1 want to point out there may be room for change 

There nay be need for change, but there are con.tructive 

ways to bring about change. You don't make flenands on 
. .  

people, don't put deacllines on people, you don't burn and 

- .  shoot in order to get *at you want. You ha-:e to follow 

constructive channels. There is a r i g h t  way and a wrong . . .  

way to approach problems an9 grievances. The clefenaants 

"chose t11c wrong way. 
' : a .  

' Mr. Ballance said. t h a t  younq people have a right 

to their own opinions and have a right  to speak out a& 

they do.Hot one of us here would deny people w i t \  that 

right.If these dciendants had just expressed opinions 

they wouldn't be here on t r i a l  today. 

You recall t h a t  Ann Shcphard testified t h a t  there 

had been phone calls adn tlrrcets on the church: t h a t ,  



in fact,  there had been sniping at the church and M r .  

Ballance used the photographs and the stuCents decided to 

stand at the door of the church. 
, , 6 I' 

You w i l l  recall t h a t  on cross examination I 

brought but through Mrs. Shephard that she d i d  not receive 
1 

any phone calls or threats: that  of her own personal know- 

ledge she was not aware of any qniping at the church; 

that  she was t o l d  this; t h a t  she could hear gunshots in 
. . 

the distance and she admitted on cross examination t h a t  
- 

it had hever occwrdd to her t h a t  it could h m e  been . 

from the church out there shooting. And I con- 

tend that that is who it was out there shooting. 

On cross examination she stated she never saw 
of 

any dmage to t3c catarior;/the church which t3eee ob- 

. . vioaly would havc been if tt ie c?rurch had been being sniped. 

The doors, t h e  wintlows were intact; door frames and every- 
- 

thing else intact. This is again prooaganda tha t  the 

place had been sniped at. Phone calls and threats, t h a t  

is propaganda that C h w i s  and others spread 'just like the 

propaganda about . Corbett . not  having a gun when he 

was killed. 

1fl1en you cant  people to do solnething the way you 

want to 20 it, then dlat  you have to do you fill them w i t h  

hate. You lic to them so that.t>ey can then rationalize 

their otllewise irrational actions. Aitler d i d  it, and 



the world saw the results of t h a t  and 1 contend t h a t  _: . 

Chavis,A.nd Snephard and others at the c?~urch did it, and 

that we have seen the results of it here. If she had 

j u s t  atayed at the church door Mike Poulos would still - 

be doing business at 302 S. 6th Street. Hrs. Jackson would 

stili be l i v i n g  at 308 S .  6th Street and Plrs. McRaithan . . 

would s t i l l  be living at 306 S .  6th. She didn't j u s t  
* 

stand at the door. She vent out and shot a t  firenon and 

policemen to prevcnt d then from being able to save those 

houses. 

Mr. Perguson in his argument t a l k e d  about the awsone 

power of the state against t h e  poweless individual s i t t i n g  a :  
here. But you tell  me h m  awsome was the  power of the 

State against these poiierless individuals when they w e r e '  

5urning Mikc's and shooting at fixcnen and policemen on 

I4r. Ferguson said that these defendants walked 

i n t o  this courtroon innocent .  -And I say God forbid that 

you l e t  then walk ont innocent.  * That in itself  v~oul? be 

a mockery of justice. It was brought out hy Yr. Ferguson 

- . .. that  you are going to have t o  consdier thcir  loved ones, 

their parents, their families, their  children. DiB 

they consider them when they were out there hurning Mikeas 

Grocery Store and shaoting at polico officers and firemen? 

Were they t t l i t rk ing  about thcir loved ones? Were t ? ~ e y  



thinking about anything except t h i s  misconceived and 

il lfamed hatred that thQy had in their minds h o ~  they . 

wanted to express it? I contena they didn't e~nsider their 

loved ones then i n  February and you s h o u l ~ l ~ ~ t  conside+. 
.) .. - 

their loved ones noy.?. .. . 
7 -.. . - .  

l i k e  Fte. Hunevol, felt that  Mr. . .  I!annon's ex- 
. . 

pression about the fork in the road was a rakher catclly 
- 

o n e  Mr. Harmon said if there is a'quest isn  in your mind 

when you get to this point  in the .. . road,. if there is a 

question in your mind, then you must tak6 the not guilty 
- ? *  

road, I contend that it's been a long road and w e  are 

now at the  fork and there should be no question in your 

mind at t h i s  point.  The State has not only  proved the 

guilt of each of these defendants beyond a reasonable 

doubt but has proved it beyon? any doubt. So you n u s t  

take the guilty road and it is funny and it is ironic in 

. . .  a way that t3is is a l s o  a symbol for  peach. In order to 

have peace you have qot to have law and order and in order 

to have . . l a w  and order we have got to have people sitting 

on juries who will bring us that Zarv and order, and you 
I .. . . . 
are in t5at position now. You, when you return your ver- 

dict will be deciding whether or not  there  will be law and 

order and peace in this County, in t h i s  State, in this 

country. Thank you. 
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THE COURT: Ye~bers of the jury, we'll t a k e  about 

a 10 minute recess. 

(The eourt recessed f r o m  3:30 until 3:45 P 14.) 

THE COURT: Let the jury core back, 

(The jury returned to the courtroom.] 
- .  

(Mr, Johnson summed to the jury on bahalf of 

the State of Pfoytl Carolina as fo1lot.r~:) - 
May it please the Court, lad ies  and gentlemen, 

I assure you I . a m  going to set the record, I am going 

to be shortest *of a l l .  

I am going to t a l k  to you about some thfngs 

t h a t  have not been mentioned.  gat is the strategy, 
. . 

theory and philosophy t h a t  the defendants used on F r i -  

day and ' ~ a t u r i l a ~  night,  along w i t h  the strategy and philosa- 

p?~y  that the  defendants used at the t r i a l  of the case. 

Did you examine what went on dorm subsequent and 

. during t h e  period of tine in February 1371P You will 

see t h a t  the stragen the defendants were us ing  was  based 

on thoughts, pretenses. It was base2 on lies. It is 

based on deception and it is based on hyprocrisy. If 
. . .. ' 

-. . 
.. - 

you don't know what a hypocrit is, a hypocrit is what 

Bre'r RahQit is to the old -ar 3al>y, He said, "Please 

don't throw ma in tho brin~. patch." But he wanted to 

get thrown in the briar pa-kci~. A Elypocrit is the one 

who plays the Country Club set who can't afford to play 

w i t h  the Countrt Bluh sot, It is based on appearances. 
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To these defendants appearances were very important. 

They wanted things to appear one.way when, 16 fact, they 

weren't t h a t  way. They wanted to say one way when, in fact ,  

they weren't that way. It was, 
- 

is not like I do tell YOU." 

now out of a l l  this who do you think has real ly  

won?When you come back wit3 a guilty verdict, who do you 

think has really !?on? l ~ o b o d y ~ s  going to w i n  in this case. 

Allen B a l l  to ld  you sone things in his  own tray. He said 

we can't bui ld  up Wilmington by tearing it dotm, And 

when you leave here tomorrow proha%ly YOU will l eave  here 

We'll be throng21 witb this case tomorrovr. 

There are th ings  g o i n g t o  live in WlminSton for mny, 

many years as a resaulL .- of this case. 

Nobody w i n s  in riot, and this was worse than a 

r io t .  It was a warr- 

C e t  me ask you thi.. You know Ben Chavis hs f r o m  

Oxford. You have heard people t e s t i f y  that .  What was 

Ben Chavis doing in Wilmington? r i % ~  inv i ted  Den Cha v i s  

V21o needed Ben Chavis i n  Wilninqton? 

did Ben Chavio or any of those &fendants know about the . , 

school problems i rt tiilmington? 

. _ You saw these photographs. This is on Friday. 

This is on the next week. Hop7 I want to ask you. Here 

3' is old !dotor blouse in this picture  fillnd with the  spir i t .  

L . tlhat does i4otor Wouse know about school problems? What 



does Connie Tyndall know about school problens? What 

does he know abbut haw to solve t3m? Or 3erry Jacobs? . . 
. , .  .. . 

. ,  * .,.,, . . Or any of them? .+ + . . ;  .. - . . -. 

* . -  

The strategy behind t h i s ,  ladies and gentlemen, 
t 

F the demonstration of numbers of smali k i d s  is that: 
h .  

1. That there is safety in numbers. Like Id?r. Stroud to ld  

you, you can get t h e m  intoxicated w i t h  the ir  own emotion 

like going to a ball game. G e t  t h e ' s p i r i t  and you get 

that spirit  going and you f e e d  them d e c k i t  and you know 
. . 

as we11 as I do t h a t  l i t t le  i4otor Fbuse . - didn't . . know why 
.. 
&. . in the world he was there. He ditin't realize what he . , 

& was doing l i k e  the rest of the little kids  ' w h a t  . they w e r e  
" .  

- .  doing. They w e r e  being used by l i t t le  pawns to accomplish 

egostistical purpose.%ike A l l e n  Ball s a i d ,  'As long as 

we got  a l l  the l i t t l e  kids it looks l i k e  all t3e mommies 

and daddies support us." Don't you know if the momnies 

and daddies knew what was going on their little k i d s  

wouldn't ever been tllcre? You know as well as 3 do they 

wouldn't have been there. 

And they t e l l  you there were sniping and bonb 
. - 

threats. Ylhy in the world would they keep all the l i t t l e  

kids do1.m at the church on Saturday night  and Friday night 

and make then1 spend the  ni3ht or let  them spend the night  

if there wcre'indced bomb threats and indeac? wcre sniping? 

We say at you t h a t  the sn ip ing  and bomb threats were a l l  
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deceit to take a l i t t le  trouble here and huild it to keep 

it going. 

You know as w e l l  as X do i f  these kids w e r e  real ly  

subjected to any terror by ,any'outside people they would 

have never been at that church. The only terror they 

really were subjected t o  was by their awn peo~le. 

Another reason, ladies and gentlemen, do you 

think it was j u s t  chance* that they w e r e  in a church? This 

is a well thought out thing. It is well thought out. 

You might have-mndered why did  the police wait so long to ga . 
i n t o  that church? d i d  the TZational Guard w a i t  so long 

3 
to go into this churc!~? You know why. Because they kept 

- kids around there all the t i m e .  - 

You might be wondering why in the world did the 

policemen r i d e  up and Oovn this area being shot at wait 

so long. You see if tbcy had gone in tbere and a couple 

of kids had gotten hurt? Can't you see that"l1ilmington I 

police at tack  church"?W~at they w e r e  doing , lad ies  and 1 
I 

. . 
gentlemen, was hiding he!linc! the dign i ty  of the cilurcll 

and at the same time taking t h e i r  own people and using them 

. .. . . . . '  as a shield. If 'they cared about those little k i d s ,  those 

little kies never would have been there. People l i k e  I 
Motor Mouse. A 

IOaw what in the trarld does Ieotor I-Touse know !I 
about anything about so-lving any problems? L i t t l e  Motor 
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House didn't know what the year was. Mr. STroud said; 

'Show the jury this picture.' H e  said, "\fiat is that?" 

They were being used liek the rest of these defendants 
. -. 

were being used. - _  I- . . 
I can't help thfnBing about how egotist ical  . - .  

it must be for one man to  be always at  the head of the 

l i n e .  Yes, sir; Ben Chavis fmrward marching at the head 

of the funeral prPcession of Steve Corbett from Wilmington. 

. Was it to keep- the emotion going? Was it to t e l l  h i s  o m  

. people that Steve Corbett had bean k i l l e d  by a policeman 
, . 

without a gun? Was it to make Steve Corbett a martyr , . 

,' and hero when tbey r e a l l y  knew the t ru th?  
' 

And it flashes back through my mind every t i m e  

T think about the moments Steve Corhett  was k i l l e d .  Where 

was the dcfondalat Chavis? Back in the sanctity of the 

church looking at T V. Going out and stirring up trouble 

and running back to the T V to see what the news casters 

were going to say about it. 

' And I think al~out Allen Hall  and I think abbut all 

of these other l i t t l e  kids that never probably had the 

opporhvnity to m e e t  a W C Brown, never had t%e opportunity 

t o  m e e t  a Clarence Fredlaw policeman. Allen Hall had 

never been in a day of trouble in a l l  h i s  l i f e .  IIe  didn't 

know what a policeman was l i k e .  And these barriers a l l  

around this church just  remind me of the strategy , . .  they 
- 



used. They wanted to create a barrier between them and 
- -. 

the police. They didn't want these k i d s  to ever learn 

what policemen are real ly  like. The strategy was to put 

that  i n  their minds before they get to .know . .  - anybody; be- 

fore they get to know k7. C. '~rown and Clarence Fredlaw 

to learn that they are really good men. They have got 

families and a job to do. .' . 

hnd Allen Rall f e l l  fo r  it. _, And let mc ask you 

this now. You have seen Allen ~ a l i  inarch ... . in t h i s  court- 
< .  . - .  

toon I bet 50 tines w i t h  these twd men. What do you th ink 
& - 

Allen Hall thinks of these two men now that  he o .gotten 
4 

. . 

to know them? Dontt you know he respocts those men now? 
. . 

Don't you know he knows now that  he was told a big l i e  

about what the police are; that t h e y  deserve to be as- 

nassinated, they deserve to be k i l l e d ,  t h a t  they are 

the pigs, t h a t  they are the ones in authority? Don't you 

know he knows now he w a i  being used? lie was b c l n ~  fed 

deceit? And he never had tho opportunity before to meet , 

a policeman and get to know one of t h e m .  

llow do you t h i n k  that  A l l e n  Hall felt t ! ~ e  first 

" ,  t i m e  he s a t  across the table and looked W. C .  Brown in the 

eyes and had to say, I .  Brown, I tried to kill you one 

night. Mr. P r e d l a r ,  I tr ier1  to kill you one n igh t ,  too." 

That must have been rt~qfully d i f  f'icnlt. 

Y e t  here is a young man, Allen Hall, t h a t  ob- 
, . 



viously felt  a tremendous amount of g u i l t  for what he had 

done because the tine hc confessed it the State of llorth 

~Aroiina had no case against h i m  rrhatsoever, rione what- 

soever: couldn't put him t!lere for love or money: nobody; 

no other witness, t!e felt a tremendous amoutn of guilt . 
And yet think ahdut it. I l e  is having to sit across ths 

table  from t h e  officer who j u s t  a few months ago he was 

told he was to hate ,  he was to k i l l  them, they were sorry 

people in the world, the pigs. Hax do you think he felt? 

I think he f&lt a tremendous amount of mixed emotions. 

He felt gui l ty  and he wanted to t e l l  then the truth and 

i n  a short period of time, if will notice, obviously, 

these officers gained h i s  coniidence. Re learned they 

are human beings like you and me. They have got a job 

to do and Allen I?all had no idea the n i g h t  he was shooting 
. , 

. . at two black men or black officers all around there. It . 
didn ' t  make any difference. Then he v a s  filled w i t h  the 

1 can understand how he feels. ?lobody, none of 

these lawyers explained to you why Allen  h'al.1 would cone 

into court in Sun erlox Court in ~ i l n i n g t o n  aftcr having 

confcsscd it a l l ,  accepting all the burden on himself 

for  th ings  happening in Wilrninqton that'wcekend. llhy 

would ha do i t ? X f  he didn't do it and he wasn't thore, 

why would be subject himself to 12 years in rrieon if 
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he didn't do it and he wasn't there, there is absolutely 

no doubt* and they can't explain that  to you, why a young 

man ~ ~ o u l d  do t h a t .  Re told you h i s  mother told h i m ,  

"Allen Hall ,  please tel l  the trutlr.'' And they say to 
w .  

you, * ' ; J e l l  he's got it a l l  confused ahaut.the ' l i q u o r  and 

t h e c h i c k e n  and his girlfriend and h i s  uncle.' I heard 

more of that on corss examination about liquor, chicken 

and his gir l fr iend than I did ahout the case. 

. They went through a long preliminary hearing, 

I believe it was  two days long. Allen iIall sat on t k a t  

stand on t w o  and a half  days on direct exa-ination in the 

trial of t h i s  case and t w o  days on cross examination and 

yet t%ey want you to believe t h a t  everything he's ever 

said has to be contain4 w i t h i n  t h a t  9 page statement. 

And yet after  he sat up here 2 and a half days I guarantee 

he could come baclr and tell you more. Have you ever tried 

to recon9truct a basketball game or soritcthinr~ of which 

there is no chronology. Time is not  of the essence. 

B u t  yet t h e r e  is one thing you xernernbcr and 1 remember. 

They arc txaumatic , emotional events, You rernenkr lpve, 

when it die3 close to you, You remember the funeral, 

and I am sure you can remember the people there. You 

can remember t h e  birth of your child, the first  pains, 

orhere you were when you went to the hos~ital, first look 

at your child. You can remember emotional mornents, 



when Allen 11111 went off that stand because . they - . are 

things that make a difference to you. They are things 

aroused in your emotional m i n d s  that you' don't .. ,. -, forget. 

, Y e t  you do forget routine things.  I couldn't 
. J  

tell you where I was February 6,1971,,but I know where I 
. . 

was June 3'5, 1369. I was entering the + .  u s ~ y ,  and I 

had a lot of evotion in q~y m i d .  I' 11 never forget that 

day as long as I live. I can't t e l l  you what tine it was. 
- .  

I know everything I did that day. F i r s t  t i n e  I saw a 
* - 

. ._ drill sargeant: I can close my eyes a n i  . , tremble sometimes 
- ,  

when I remember, -I - 
, .. .. . 

Motor Mouse is not  going to forget it. Allen 

Hall is not going to forget it. Jerome Mitc2ell is not 

going to forget it. 

You can call this a pol i t i ca l  prosecution, but 

if mean by p o l i t i c a l  prosecution t h a t  political means 

. , 
or is firebonbing and attempted assault  , then it is poli- 
tical prosecution. If you were Solicitor or Assistant 

Solicitor of t h i s  D i s t r i c t  and you heard a l l  of this 

mass of evidence what would you think? Would you proceed? 
. . 

It's almost ridiculous  t o  even talk about it. 

The fact that Allen Hall has been convicted. 

Jerome ?.?itchell had been convicted and Flotor 2-Touse has 
YOU 

been convicted of some offenses - I want/to keep in mind 
something Mr. Stroud mentioned to you briefly , l a d i e s  



and qentlenen, i I n  this type of case if the defendants 

had come out in the open and faced t3e officers eye to 

- 

eye,  then w e  would have sane officer eye witness testi- 
, . 

mony. But how in the world do you recognize somehody that 

is hiding down in the hushes on the corner of a house 
C 

, .  shooting at you with a gun or back in the bushes? You 

think B i l l y  Graham or M e  Nayor of Wilnington or anybody 

else is going to be down at the churc57 

Arsonist ,  murderer. T h a t  is what  they called 
. . 

Jerome Nitchell. And the l i t t l e  armed robber, little . . . , 

._ . 
-tor Youse. would they be at t h e  church? s iras  of 

, . 

a feather flock together. Butler wasnl.t there. The people - . . 

who owned t a h t  church,  the  people responsible for t h a t  

church vrcren' t there. :lone of these people over here are . . . .  
. . . . 

. . 
members of Gregory Congreqational Church. They were 

trespassers against  t h a t  church once . Y t .  Butler asked 

then to leave. Ant1 if you think fo r  a ninute that any- 

body will do that to a church or a house of tho Lord - 
do you think they w i l l  have any hesitation -,qhatsoever to go 

out and shoot at any o t h e r  authority? I don ' t  thin): so. 

. . . One of the latvyers said anybody that would shoot 

into a church vnould shoot into your hone. Anybody that 

would shoot at a church would shoot at policemen, too. 

You don't have good people doing this type  thing.  That  

is why you can't bring goo3 people in to testif!?. Thore 

arc none, Absolutely none. 



It took guts to do w h a t  !?re :V. H, Butler d i d ,  
.. - 

and I'll never forget as long as I live one sentence he 

said. He said he faced Ben Chavis face to face for the 

first time and he said, " 5 k .  Chavis, you , - know this is 

wrong. You know you are rlestrayinq the church. " And 

Een Chavis looked at him a d  said, .Man, you don't know 

what ites a l l  about.' "Man, you don't know w h a t  itjs 

all about." Mr. Sutler knows what it's a l l  about. What 

do you think he thinks? 
. "  . 

- .  cross exa?rtioation of Allen H7.11 you heard a ' 

l o t  about the ntatorfient he wrote and signed. .-- Y 9 t  - he 

@. . wrote, But the statement he siqned. DiB you hear any 
L' 

one of these attorneys say, "14s. I la l l ,  won't you j u s t  

read the statement in f u l l  to the jury?" D i d  you ever 

hear one of then as!: hin to do that-? Or was it hecause 

they didn't want you to hear the other 95 percent of 
I 

the statexant? 

Liquor, fried chicken and what time was it and 

what was not in the statement. 

And then Allen ?-:all is qucsticned about this. 

''R~ere does your uncle live?" And Al len  Hall hesitated. 

'Plherc does your uncle live, A l l e n  IIall?" "Where r b s  

your gir l fr iend  live?" "Where does you cousin live?" 

And A l l c n  SIall hesitated evarytimc. 

6- -. Why do y o u  think A l l e n  Iiall hesitated? 1s it 



because he knew these defendants w e r e  out on bond and . .  

he is not? I* it because if be had known thcse people 

were peaceful, peace loving people, t h a t  k!~ey;wu~tldn' t 

bother his kin folks? B u t  he has seen the tears - - and the 

hornor that  these clefendants do and have done: and that  

I s  why he hesitated, and he hesitated a l o n ~  t h e  beiore - 

he to ld  anyone of thcse pttorlleys who hism-girlEriend 

was and w h e r e  his -1ncle Lived. If he hadn't seen these 

defendants do something wrong he would n o t  have hesi -  
. - .  

tated one instdnce to tell then who h i s  girlfriend was 

and where she lived and everything. - a ,' 

And about Chicago Strategy. T3en Allen Fiall 

was f irs t  being cross examined, if you will recall  this, 

Mr. Ferquson started cross examining him. "k%af is you 

What grade d i d  you go to? 9th grade?" Trying to 
. . 

show you he was dumb. 
. . 

And do you recall this statenent or this question 

by Mr. FErguson? " A l l e n  I I a l l ,  i s n '  t it true that  you 

were down on Castle Street drunk and you weren't even 

at that  church?" Do you recall that question? I recall 

it very vividly.  . . 

And then ilr. Fergusoh got up here FxiGay or 

whenever it was and he tolcl you t h a t  an attorney is the 

reflection of h i s  c l i e n t .  :{ell I want to know d i d  h i s  

&--A 

clients tell him that Allen IIall was not there. But yet . 



when a l l  the State's evidence is in and we have this 

photograph showing Allen Ball wit% Ben Chavis, the  

cross exanination has changed t3e argument, has chenqcd. 

l o w  they accept his being there, but he is lying. 

"Allen Hall, you w e m n ' t  even at that  church. You were 
. - 

down on Castle Street drunk, weren't you?'* 

And on cross examination of Mr. W i s s ,  rlr. 

V7eiss s a i d  - one of the attorneys asked him, said, " ~ r .  
Weiss, did you tell t3e policeman the first time you 

talked to then about t a l k i n g  to 2hs. Decker?" And he 

said,  "No, I didn't." Well you see an intelligent man 

j u s t  like Elr. Weiss, and he was obviously intelligent, 
- .  . 

and crucial as that piece of evidence was he didn't 

even t e l l  the police everything the first timc they 

t a l k e d  to him. 

And Father Jones got on the stand and they 

handed him a statement that he had signed and Father. 

Jones made th i s  statement. "All my additions and state- 

. - 
ments aren't in that statement, !s?r. F~rguson ."  And they 

didn't ask h i m  one word about h i s  additions an2 statement 
. , 

in t h a t  statement. An ineelligent man like Father J o ~ e s  
. . .  

sti l l  had some matters he wanted to say and yet they 

- 'won't allow Allen nail to leave somethinq out of h i s  

3 Wl~cre rlo you t h i n k  Allen l la l l  learned the Chicaqo 

-.-.- Strategy? Mere do you think Al lan  Hall learned how to 



light a firebomb and throw it underhanded as opposed 
. L -  

to overhanded so t h e  gasoline wouldn't dr ip  on the shoulder 

and burn your hair? Where do you think Allen Hall  learned 

the words? In the 9th grade? Where do you think A l l e n  

Rall learned tha t  Miek Ppulos ought to contribute some 
. . 

. of his profit to t h e  black comnunity? Do you think Allen 

Hall is imaginative and smart enough to do all that? 

. . 1 don't. 

Ann I'll tell  you right now. T read t h i s  pre- 

liminary hearing transcript and I have sat through this  

t r i a l  j u s t  l i j ~ e  you have, an3 I can't get up t3ere and 

'tell you chronologically how this case happened, and 

I don't believe a one of you can either; not a siggla 

one of you. Down in the preliminary hearinq they diiL7't 

, , 
have the benef i t  of all they have - diagrams and all 

t h e  photographs sittinq in f ront  of us. A l l e n  Hall and 

a blacl~hoard and that  was it. 

Another t h i n 9  that I notice; about Allen I I a l l  

and Jerome ?4itchell, if they had needed the staterrent 

to test ify to about, why didn't they keep them up here 

to t h i n k  dbout it and read them off of it? Everytine 

'they read it and put it dorm. If it was such a big lie 

why didn't they keep it in f r o n t  of t l ~ c m  to rcfrcd-1 

their recollection? Everytime they'd nut it c l o w n .  

-k On cross examination of Allen Hall you saw snrne- 

thing highly unusual in the courtroom. You saw a young 



man UP here get mad. Rut I say to you t h a t  the . . cross 
* - 

exanination had it's motive. YOU see Mr. Ferguson and 
I 

these defense attorneys k m v  what the rest of the State's . I 

evidence was going to show. They knew t h a - t  they had to 

ctack Allen Ball and get him mad because t5ey never 

wanted this case to get to you. They never wanted a 
. . 

jury to pass on t h i s  case. 

MR. FERGVZO!?: OSjection, your Honor. 
I MR. WIIGVOL: Object ion,  your Honor. . . 
t . - -  

TIE COUIT: Objection sustained. -' , , + . , . .  . ' *  

m. JOIINSD:l Continues: I contend to you that k 

D.-... . 'it was not Al len  B a l l  getting nad, but it was !Ir. FErguson 

wanting h i m  to get mad. A mistrial. And go back through 

this expensive process a l l  over again. T h a t  is what they 

want. 

And in t h e i r  arguments did you hear anyone of 

these  defense  attorneys mention ?-fr. W. IT. Butler, the 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees? "Ir. Hunevol was the 

only one who mentioned Mr. Butler. They avoided Ylr. 

Butler like the taboo, t h s  plague. 

Did you hear anyone of those attorneys explain 

to you about tfie dynamite? D i d  you hear anyone of t h e m  
I 

explain the medical supplielr or ~Jhy there were so many . 

shotgun slrells or bullet shells ,b las t ing  caps? Did you 

hear anyone of then explain to you about the concrete 



barricades? They couldn't give you a reasonable explana- 

t ion .  They couldn't even give you an explanation because \ 

it is j u s t  exactly l i ke '  we have t o l d  you it is. 
, , 

' 

What d i d  Gregory Contregational.Church need 

dynamite for? Imat did they need blast inq caps for? 
. . 

Or medical supplies or shotgun shells? 

If there was sniping going on t h e  police were 

all over everywhere. . The only thing they had to say 

was, "W.  Brown, come in here. Help us out aria protect 

i 

% .  . the c5urch." "Mr. Predlaw, come on in here.. 'Mr. 

Hollificld, come on in here." They were all over the  

place. m 2  -. -- 7r-1 .e standing on Xioly ground. Stanasng on nvLr 

ground because t3ey had been f e d  l ies  about what was 

going on. 

The National Guard would have been delighted 

to cope into there and to this day Gregory Congretational 

Church s t i l l  stands. C 

Brave, brave defendants. Cantt you see 'hem 

sneaking in the bushes and hiding in the bushes w i t h  

their guns back in the dark? Crawling under the houses? 

The wouldn't come out and face theee officers face to 

face for anything in t5e world. t a e n  the Xational Guard 

cake in where were thcy? There was a curfew on. T h a t  

d i d n ' t  mean t h e y  had to leave the church. Rev. Tnm?leton 

went to Z1et.r Jcr sey , and 1 knov he's got h i s  head hung 



in shame. . . . ,  . . 

Mr. STrourl nentioned to' you something . . . w e  . noticed. 

Mr. Predlaw took the stand three times and sat t he ra ,  

said - M r .  FErguson asked him w h a t  happened. Allen l ia l l  

said, "I talked to B r m .  I talked t. "onroe. ' I talked 
.. - .  

to Fredlavr . " - . -  

X.r. Hunevol asked h i m  what A l l e n  Ha11 told him. 

They wouldn't have touched it w i t h  a 10 foot pale. 

And Ann Shephard took the stand. And she d n i k t e d  she 

made firebombs on Tuesday. She admitted on Sunday night 

sbe stayed at Allen nail's uncles. 

W. lrarmon gets UP here, says, "laere does . I ,  3 L.,..< 
A l l e n  nail's uncle live? Ile doesn't exist.. Ann Sheg- 

hard said she s p e n t  t h e  night thore. Xr. Hnron, Sir. 

~ ~ r ~ u h o n  or any of then didn't ask Ann Shcpharri a question. 

k?er, they scarecl of what she m i g h t  say about them?. 30t 

one question. 
. . 

Benjamin Wonce said they weren' t there or they 

\?ere in and out. I can't figure out what they are trying 

- to say. I c a n ' t  inagine Benjanin Chavis mminq from 

Oxford, spending the weekend at the church, not doing 

anything. :fiere was he? lie i s  more' elusive than the 

statenent yon h w e  heard about. There have a lot of them 

tes t i f i ed  about what went on i n  t h a t  churclr. Ilave you 

hcard a one of t h e m  say anyt in6 about anybody dincussing 

any school prohlens in the church Tl~ursrlay, Friday, or 



Saturday or Sunday? N o t  a one said anything ahout 

discussion of school prol>lcms in the church.' What in 
. - ., 

the world were they doing? . . . . . ,  

You know, l i k e  a dog runs through a mudhole 

he leaves tracks. I'll t e l l  you when the -National Guard 

went in there on i~londay morning -they foind, the tracks 

of what they had been doing. P They found t h e  dynamite 

and medical supplies and the gas nask and the shotgun 
. . 

shells. There 4 must have been a lot of sniping going on 
.I. 

- * .  .. ,, 
in the church. - ( I .  - - 

I realize this, too. YOU hive heard a lot of 

l a y e r s  get up here and t a l k  a heck of a lot and the 

facts stated as I and the attorneys for the 9 defendants 

have done. When you go back there you do like you 

do in your ordinary business. You t h i n k  about thin 

thing with a little comon sense. 

I an reminded of the story about looking dovm 

at something. It is white it looks like (didn't get 

a l l  of this story) And it goes quack. The ci~anccs are 

it is a duck. It ain't a crow. When you come to tila 

fork in the road and it looks like a duck you vote for 

a duck because that is what it is. 

When you go back to deliberate it takes all 

12 of you to say g u i l t y  aqainr;t cnch of the defendants 

on cvcry charge. It takes  a uninamus verdict of guilty. 



I t .a l so  takes a unanimous verdict of not guilty. ~f 

you come back in here with not gu i l ty  the State does 

not have t3e opportunity to t r y  these men again on these 

charges. They are free men. They w a l k  out of this 

courtroom. That is  it. So you think a long, long time 

before you c o m e  back in here wit11 not g u i l t y .  

Xww I am jus t  like A l l e n  Hall. I told you I 

was going to be short and sweet,  but the Gettyshurg 

Address was, too. You think about it a long time, When 

you go back out there you give it a long consideration 

* .  . . .  before you come back into the courtroom with not  gui l ty .  

I am like Allen Hall. I have got a l o t  I 

couldsay.  I am going to roll over in the bed togight 

and say,  " 0 ,  my Lord, why didn't I t e l l  then that? '  

But I am going to quit. I appreciate your attention 

and X t h i n k  in a l l  sinccrety we'll he through tomorrow. 

THE C0UP.T: >le~ .ers  of the jury, do not discuss 
. . 

this case with anyone, Do no t  allow anyone to I 
d i s c u s s  it w i t h  you or in your presence, Do not 

discuss it among yourselves until you have it for 

your consideration. ;&en you leave please go to 

your dos tinat ion. ?men you r e tu rn  tomorrow morn- 

i n g  at 9:30 come to your juryroam and there 

rcnlain until conrt. May I instxuct you not to 

read, view or l i s t e n  to any accouhb of this t r i a l  I 

n"4 
- 

if such should appear on Press, radio or tele- 

vision. Go and come hack torlorrat-? morning at 9 : 30. 


