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. . We dontt know who 

who t he  - scr lp tman 

the director is, who t h e  producer I s ,  

i s ,  but somebody l o .  These witnesses  

have a l l  been rehearsed. Yhy do you t h i n k  when l i t t l e  !:otor 

:iIousc was interviewed, why do you think that Allen iiall was 

there? Why was Allen l ia l l  there when i!otor 14ouse was 

interviewed? Allen Hall is  not ' ' a  policeean,  I s  he? Be 

i s  not  o S o l i c i t o r .  He 1: not a Deputy S h e r i f f .  ?*by d i d  

they t a k e  Allen Ha3 1 there? They wanted Allen Ball to tell 
.3 

h i s  story and let :4otor !.louse tell the same t h ing .  Then ?!otor 

Mouse g e t s  on t h e  stand and t e l l s  about h i s  hard l i f e ,  and 

you arc supposed to be syrnpatilet3.c w i t h  h i n -  Armed robbery, 

breaking and entering, l y i n g  to everybody, t o  his qrand- 

mother, always  l y i n ~  t o  everyl~ody.  Do you t h i n k  :lotor House 

won't lle to you? Lien to his grandcother.  Think he won't? 

Sure he will. They have a l l  been rehearsed. 

They have a l l  been rehearsed by the Sta te .  S t a t e  

I s  director, producer ,  scriptwriter. Everything been re- 

hearsed. 

This case is simply thls. It is an a t tempt  to ~ e t  

a conviction of mainly Ben Chavis. That  is what this case 

i s  r e a l l y  a l l  about, an attempt t o  ~ e t  Reverend Ben Chavis. 

1 mean you have a l l  heard of him. You know you hove e i t h e r  



c%- , ,  

! - 

. - 
. . ,  

read about him,  heard ebout him on radio, or saw him on .. 
T.V. You know who he is, know all about him. 

The S t a t e  wants to put him away. Eut they can't 

put him away by h lnse l f .  Got to put some more people with 

h l  m. 

Allen I I a l l  s a i d  f i v e  people threw firebonbs, 

which will help. ;-!ore $oPle had quns In t h e  busheo wait-  

Een Chavin n!ght be well knoan, but he is not all 
I 

encompassln~. Re can't do all these t h l n & s  by h lnse l f .  

Give him more people. J e r r y  Jacobs, Wayne floore, Joe 

\!right, S l l l l i e  Vereen, Re5inald Epps, James XcKoy , Connie 

Tyyndall, George Kirby ,  7arv in  P a t r i c k *  . . 

Nor another  aspect  of this case, t h e  S t a t e  couldn't 

J u s t  have all black defendants. T ? n t  ~::ouldn't look rls,ht. 

In cones UPS. Ann Shephard. Tha t  15 why she i s i n  t h i s  

case. b!e can't s n y ,  "Yell you are j u s t  yre, judiciny,  black 

people." They can say,  "'dell r o t  Ann Shenhard, too." 

liox can a l i t t l e  :-lotor ?louse e i q h t e e n  months aco 

get on thls s tand and tell you e x a c t l y  xha t  she s a i d  e i q h t -  

' 

eep months ago, February t h e  6 th?  He s a i d  she said, "We 

have got to shov those crackers." Than he seid, have 

got  to show those hunkles." IJhich d i d  she m y ?  Can sny of 



you recal l  what you were doing February 6, 1971? Think 

about it a minute nor. Can you recal l  what you w e r e  d o i r , ~ ?  

I can't recall what I was doin(: February 6, 1972. You sure 

can't e i t h e r .  Another example of ho:r these ritnesses have 

been rehearsed. . - 
> -8 

The:? p u t  on Jack:! Shaw. He spent one hour t a l k i n g  
. % 

about how he  shot Steve Corbett. Jacky Shaw a i n ' t  on tri+l 
* 

in t h i s  trial. Steve Corbettts death was not on trial. ?!hy 

d i d  they bring  t h a t  In? To f u r t h e r  i n f l ame  you, to show you 
4 I 

t h a t  somebody w a s  l r l l l e d  on the niqht of February 6 .  3ut 

again I ask you. Look at the diagram, what does Jacky Shawqa 

!:i l l in8 of Steve CorSett have t o  do w i t h  whether or not K i k e s  

burned, who burned i t  and vhet:.er or not there was an eRree- 

ment to assau l t  enercency personnel in the area of 302? Had 

nothin$ to do x l t h  it. 

talk ahout another t h jng .  You ~ i l l  recall 

t ha t  pollceacn t e s t i f i e d  t h z t  t h e y  were assaulted in the  area 

of Fifth and Nun on the diagran. And r i g h t  away they l e f t  

Fifth and ?hn, cane down F i f t h  Street and then went up Sixth 

. Street, and as they were coine ur, F i f t h  Street towards S i x t h  

and Ann the  f l r e  truck was backinp: out. Do you recall t h a t ?  

What d i d  they mean? It means tha t  , ' l ikes was already ablaze .  



. . Dld the same people who were down here at F i f t h  and Nun, 

wcre.they alsn up on Sixth shoo t ing  at fircmcn and police- 

men? Could t h e y  have been two p laces  at once? It had t o  

be accordina  ti.^ police's own s ta tegents  two different 

*- O F  people.  

What d i d  Allen IIall say? "We went down to Fifth 

2nd 11un. Somebody threw % firebomb. Tt w e ~ t  o u t .  The 

p o l i c e  came up. They put it out. We s ta r ted  shootin?.  at 
6 

them. We left there, went back to the church and then Ben 

Chavis made t h i s  s ta tement ,  and Oeorqe Kirby  s a i d  sone t i~ inz .  

Ann Shephzrd said sornethinz. Then 9en Chavis and I xent  

ou t s ide .  ?Je started t a l k l n q ,  We up t o  5 i x t h  and Fnn, S i x t h  

and Nun, looked around, went back to the church, vent to t h e  

back of the church, got t h e  f i r e b o m b s ,  went down to : l i k e s ,  

threw %he fireSombs." 

T:rhy d-14 all of t l ~ i s  Ilripaen? ?here was F?everznd 

Chavls? 7Jas 11e at F i f t h  and Xun? bras he also  at : ' . fx t ! l  Street?  

If the fire at !?ike1s Grocery s tar ted before t h e  

assault ended at P l f t h  and Nun, how ifas Een ChavJs u p  there 

on S i x t h  Sfrcet shooting a weapon a t  t h e  same t i m e  t h a t  it 

started? Couldn't have been two places at once. But like 

I said before, in the f i n a l  analyses t h i s  case I s  j u s t  an 
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. attempt for a conviction of Rev. Benjamin Chavis. 

The State doesn't really care how it g e t s  it. 

It doesnt t make much d i f fe rence  t o  the%, J u s t  30 they get  

You stand between Rev. Chavis and a conviction. 

is up to you. Nobody is qoinq to t r y  to tell you what to 

do. It would be inproper if someone d i d  so. 

But just t h l n k  . P about what t h e  S t a t e  has done in 

this case. This gay I s  an arsonist, murderer ,  a l i t t l e  

juvenile  deliquent . All of these people  have comqitted 

very serious offenses  , arson. You Lnov t h a t  is serious. 

Can you imagine a little eleven year old boy takinn 
. - 

a little knife and rock a qrown man? Doesn't t h a t  take nerve. 
. . 

Don't you knor any l i t t l e  bog that *&ould do t ha t?  Lie to you; 

l i e  to ne; lie to anybody you can t h i n k  of and wouldn't care? 
. .  . 

. . Xould care lessabout It* Don't you know he would? Y e l l  then 

you say llo:$ about n o t i v e .  ?my would Allen I!a11 ;,ick out 

Rev, Chavis? klhy didn't he j u s t  get  somebody else? You 

have' k o t  to know sonethinz about a mind like Allen Halls. 

He is forever  schening. 

a l a r y e r ,  DSdn't get him a lawyr- , lie ~ o t  wad aLout it .  
. . 

lic scld, "Well 1'11 show him. : 1 1  fix him." It was at 



Fk 

db 
.. . - t h i s  point t h a t  the  State  and Allen 9all came together. 

Each nan wanted something. Each man wanted t h e  same thins, 

the State and Allen Hall wanted the sane thing.  They wanted .. -. 

t o  ge t  .Rev. Ben Chavis. 
- .  

, . -  . - . . , - . Each had his own reasons for wanting l l i m .  Allen 
* - 

' ~ a l i '  s t  reason wasn't the same as t h e  States.  Allen l i a l l l s  
. - . . .  
reason was .merely a personal b reason. The Stat e1  s reason 

, . 
' I s  somewhat m m e  ccmplex. It is perhaps hard f o r  you to . - ' .  

understand t h a t  a State would want t o  put a person away. 
' _  . . 

. + -  

Y o u  ..., - probably say, ''Well t ha t  is not true, no. No State would 
I .  

." > .. - . 
rt 

- .  
do t h a t . .  No Government would want t o  put a c i t i z e n  away. +. - 

Well just t h i n k  about it. From what all of you 
. - . i  

. have read about Rev. Ben Chavis, a l l  of you have developed 

some type of opln ion  about h i m  I a m  sure. The public is 

- perhaps divided.  I would concede t h a t .  There  are some 

who perhaps say he is no good. There are others, on the 

other hand, say he is good. He is doing somethln~. I don't 
. . 
know how you f e e l  about it .  

. " 

In t h i s  case that 1s not  real important.  I t  

shouldn't be important because all of you said ,  '!No matter 

what I think of him I can disabuse my mind of my prior 

opinion and render my 'verdict s o l e l y  on the evidence." 



But you know i t s  a very d i f f i c u l t  thlnq to  do, 

d i sabuse  your mind of angttil.np, once you e;et it I n  your 

' mind. It is not easy. Those of you ~ h o  have small children, 

you know this. It is the hardest thing In the world to ~ e t  

a child to learn how t o  do somethin$. But you also know tllis. 

Once that c h i l d  learns how to do it, he w i l l  never learn how 

not  t o  do I t .  % 

The same t h i n g  about an oninion. Once you develop 

a fixed opinion about a t h i n g ,  I don't care what anybody t e l l s  

. .  you about disabusinq your mind, you are not going to do it 

completely. That is j u s t  human na ture .  Ye a c t  according 

to our ex~er ienc i - s .  %?e can t r y  to put it aside, but we 

just can't do it. You cant t. :;a:; t h a t  didztt happen; -so I . 

$111 forget about it for two days; I1 ll come back and Srina 

.. . 
-a it back in my mind. 'You can't  do It. That i s  not t h e  way 
*t 

- ,  . . . 
human na ture  ooerates. I jus t  hoge t h a t  you will dlsabuse 

your  mind of any oplnlan  you may have about Rev. Chavis and 

render your verdict  s o l e l y  upon t h e  evidence tha t  has been 

presented from t h i s  witness stand. 

- .  t!e have had firemen, policemen, Smi ths ,  Loves, 

~ a t ' h e r  Jones, everybody t a l k l n a  about everythin5 but  :rhcther 

or not  A l l e n  Ilall was t e l l ina ,  the t r u t h  when he s a i d  these 



defendants ,  what he  said they d i d ,  

Oh, then Jerome Nl t che l l  and '4otor :~louth, a l l  of 
.. ,. 

whoa have Cbmnl t ted  felonies, who else do you have who has 
* .- 

t e s t i f i e d  Benjamin Chavis or anybody else d i d  a n y t h l n q ?  
.x, - - 

1* Nou c o n s i d e r  f o r  a moment Officer Chlpps.  Pine 
1 _ "  . . 

man, I assume. What d i d  be say? "1 recognized Rev. Chavls 

about 6 : 30 Saturday mornin,?. He was about 170 feet frborn ne 

and r Ig l l t  across t h e  s t r e e t  were some othe; people v i t h  Runs. 

I didn't recognize rho t hey  were. I didn't know who they 

were." .How are you ~ o i n g  t o  look p a s 6 ~ 4  somebody somexhere 
- . .  

else and r ecoyn ize  t h e  person f u r t h e r  apay t h a n  t h e  one r i s h t  

there next t o  you and then reco.qnize any of thee. 

NOH letts talk about t h e  c h i n c h i l l a  man. "Yes, I 

recognized Rev. Chavis. l!e was in mg chinchilla shop in 

Jan~ary.~ How would he rerlember sonebody being i n  his 
< 

7 . .  
chinchilla shop in January of 1971, sonebody t h a t  didn't 

even t a l k  to hin. 

And then he s t a r t e d  hedginq. "';!ell it klncla loolted 

l i k e  him." A l o t  of people look a l i ke .  ''It kinda looked l i k e  

. , 

? vcrybody that t l re  S ta te  found who would say I saw 

1:cn Cliavir. anynhe.re, took the stand and testified. "I sax 

Denjamin Chavis here. I sar him there, here, there, every- 



where, BenJamin Cbzvls." That  man would have to have w i n ~ s  

-. to be everywhere t h e y  said  he was. 

You heard Xr. Taylor t e s t i f y  far the defendant 

Ann Shephard therc va; no Liberation Club a t  708 Castle 

Street in Pebruary of 1371. There was a f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e  

there then. Later on In February a pool room moved in. 

Now Jerome hl i tche l l  said, "I have been yoin?  t h e r e  

for over a year." Well he probaSly had. L e t  me tell you 

why he had been going there. Probably been steal inc from 

- the f u r n i t u r e  store. That is probably why he was ~ o i n g  there. 

So in the f f n a l  analysls this case r e a l l y  becanes 

a very simple case; whether or not you believe Allen Eall. 

Well Jerom? ;~l.litchell new he j u s t  happened to s!~ol.r 

ug at certain places at certain times. It Is :ehe?,her or not  

you bel ieve  f . l l en  Hall and l l t t l e  Erick Junius,bctter knclrnt 

as !'iotor >louse. That is what t h i s  case resolves about ,  

whether  or no t  you believe these  t w o  people. 

The defendants contend tha t  you should not b e l i e v e  

them because each of them has an interezt in t h l s  case. Allon 

Hall v~ants to get Rev. Chavis because he didn't zive hin a 

lawyer. And, of course, ?Cotor *.louse, kc t o l d  you he conmited 

armed robbery;  on ly  served eleven month:: and sot out, but 

G- he kno1frs hc can F.,O back. k'ho do you believe? T1.le:;c S t a t e  



characters? Or do you believe the defendants who have pleaded 

\ not c u i l t y ,  and by that plea of not guilty the?! have said  t h a t  

they are not guilt:!.? 

Vow these are very very serious cases.  These are 

all youn? men. !dost of t hem are probably younger than you. 

SO you misht at first qlance, you rnisht havc t r o u b l e  seeinq 

things fron t h e i r  p o i n t  of view. They n r o b s b l p  avcraF,e 

twenty years of age. Most of you are probably older than 

twenty. 1 think about t h e  old Indian praye r  where one 'ndian 

t o l d  another one. "Do not  c r i t i c i z e  a fellow Indian  until 

you have walked a mile I n  his moccasins." So before you 

h . . '  can rea l ly  judge these defendants you have q o t  t o  look a t  

th ings  f ~ o ; ~ !  t i l e i r  pc-tnt 0.C view, t l l o l r  pr=.-i.n'i of reference. 

Their backgrounds are n o t  the same as yours. T h e i r  experiences 

have not been t h e  same as  yours, Soneho'~ you have got to t r y  
. . 

to see t h l n c s  fron t h e i r  p o l n t  of view. 
-* .. 
. . Let me talk about anotIler t h i n q  t h a t  bother:: every- 
. . 

. . * .  . .'body in this case. Soxe of you are probably horr i f i ed  at 

. .7 . . . , t h e  thought that there could be guns in a church ,  in a 
. . 

sanctuary. Think about t b a t  for a moment. The idea that 
. . 

there  nay havc been suns in the Grecory Con,qretlonal Church 

at sometine. 9 \ r t  I submit that you s h o u l d  n o t  be h o r r i f i e d  



because there were guns i n  the church, but you should be 

horrified t h a t  a church had to have Runs in order to protect 
. . 

i t se l f .  You heard Ann Shephard t e s t l f y  tha t  people come by 

sbootinc at the church, bomb threats ,  scared. You can't 

imagine ever having t o  have guns at church to pro tec t  you. 

.. .,.. i . ' ~ b u  , - may say,  "Well they should have l e f t  it. 

'~ould have been b e t t e r .  " But lad ies  and pentlemen of t b c  

, !. 
J u r y ,  v,I,en you can1 t be s a f e  in the church,  xhere else can 

you turn? If people w i l l  shoot Into the Lord's Souse, where 

,else are you goins? You can't go hone because any man who ' 

7 

would shoot i n t o  a church would c e r t a i n l y  shoot into a home, 

would snoot i n t o  a car. 

Now the S t a t e  offered no rebuttal evidence that the 

shots were not f i red  at church,  none ;+hatsoever. Wouldn't 

it jus t  h o r r i f y  you to t h i n k  t h a t  you could be at your  church. 

Somebody v~ould come by, nlght  riders would shoot into your 

church. \!hat ivould you do if someone d l d  t h a t  in your church? 

Hopefullg it will never happen. 3ut ue are t a l k i n 5  about  

a situation where It d i d ,  in fact, happened. People riding 

by, shooting In n I~ause of the Lord,  mad men, n i ~ h t  riders. 

\Jhat would you do if sor,.:>body came by, shot YOUP church? 

Would you p i c k  up and 3.~"lve? If so, :.rhcre would you go? 



You can ' t  s t a y  at the police s t a t i o n  a l l  t h e  t i m e .  If you 

cantt be safe in the sanctuary of t h e  church, there I s  no 

where else to go. If you I.l?ve sot to lc~five t l ierc,  you 

might as well pack up and forget  it. So don't he horrified 

because guns may have been at Gregory, but be l ~ o r r i f i e d  t h a t  

Gre3ory mag have had to use guns. That  1s r ea l ly  ?;hat should 

r e p e l  you. 
1 

These people at the church were thcre at the 

i n v i t a t i o n  of t h e  church. Had a perfect r l g h t  t o  be t he re ,  

and it was not u n t i l  the church had been fired u:.cjn thz t  any 
I-' 

guns ever appeared at the church. T h a t  I s  why t h e  guns ncre 

there ,  if you so find t h a t  they were t he re .  No'guns were 

at t h a t  church on that  Xonday, Tuesday, Fednesday. Cuns o n l y  

came when the bomb scares came, the firlnq at the church.  

That is soqeth lnz  t h a t  all.of you o u , ~ h t  to t h l n k  aSout, t h e  

, . idea that you have xot to put quns in the churc'l in order 

to protect  the church. 

In conclusion 1 dust m i ~ h t  say this. ?:.y collea!;ue, 

1-fr. Rallance, mentioned Cl i f fo rd  I rv ing .  Now Some of you 

may not  knar.r Clifford Irving, but all of you k11c;w a!~out f!oi.qard 

.+ ...... t a l k i n p  abcct, . r.uq!:es, t h e  Sis Ann. Noiq thczt Is 1!11rtt he *.:-*' 

~ h c  state produced no n l t n o n ~  to corroborate A l l e n  

 HA?^, Jerome M i t c h e l l  and Erick Junius except policemen 2nd 



firemen who ,- only corroborated that !'likes burned, t n a t  t h e y  

s were f i r e d  upon. 

-. Here I s  ano the r  t h i n s  to thlnk about, Father 
I 

Jonea.gave his statement t o  t h e  police February 17, 1972, 

in h i c h  he stated t h a t  he l e f t  his church, was aalkinp, - .  
@ - ?,. 

. .down. S o ~ e  man came out in the street. There  wasLhehind .. - 
him a w h i t e  man w i t h  a gun. The next day Allen E a l l  gave 

his statement. A t  the t i m e  A l l e n  Hall gave his statement 

. t h c . g o l i c o  knea a l l  about that incident. All t h e y  had t o  
. . 
sag was P.llen ?:all and Father Jones s a i d  t h i s .  Allen Hall 

, said; "I" was there. I was the man t h a t  hollered at h i m .  

&" v Ben Chavis stood there w i t h  a silver handle p i s t o l . '  All 

he said was everythinp, t h a t  Allen Hall put in h i s  statenient 

the police already kney. They knew t ha t  :likes had burned 

around midnigh t ,  February 6. 

One other thinr; ,  E r i c k  Jun ius  stated he nashed 

his flnger at Qreqory  on the n i ~ h t  of February 6 ;  that Ann 

Shephard took him over to Rev. Templeton's house f o r  Wrs. 

Templeton to f i x  his finger; that he then caught a cab to 

New IIanover Hospital where he was treated tn the emergency 

room. N o w  what question comes to mind in your mind r i q h t  

now? tlhcre are the 1-,ospital records showing t h a t  he ;?as 



treated? Where are they? Now you h o w  a hospital  keeps 

records. Bverytlne you go into a hospital for  any reason 

whatsoever, your name is written down and a chart is made 

for you. Everytime you are treated, what doctor  t r ea t ed  

you. Well again maybe the State couldn't pet the hospital 

records of Xew Hanover llospital. Where are thoses records 

t o  support E r i c k  Juniust assertion that he was treated 

at the h o s p i t a l ?  Row you know If t h e r e  are any such records 

i n  existence t h e  S t a t e  vould have produced then. 
. . 

C. Brown, great investi~ator. ;::;ere &re the 

records. . Gle dong t have them. 'Ahere are the records? I 

submit there  are no records. 

In summation I s a y  that you j u s t  carnot believe 

these State witnesses because they 2-11 !lave an i n t e r e s t  in 

it. They have all c o m l t t e d  serious offenses,  and t h e y  

a l l  want to see these peonle convicted,'and we maintain 

t h a t  st l eas t  ba2ed on a l l  t h e  inconsistent n t a t e ~ ~ e n t s ,  

If nothing more, there should be a reasonable doubt in 

your mind of each of these  defendant's ~ u i l t  on each 

- charge . 
It1 s o r t  o f  llkc c>,en YOU start d c l i b e ~ n f  in,: YOU 

will come to lilcc a fork I n  the road. You ro thls ??a!{, 



or you can go that way. And t h e  law says  this. irlien you 

come to the fork  In the road now one says ~ u i l t y  and one 

says no t  guilty. If you are sa t i s f i ed  beyond a rcasonakle 

doubt they are guilty t h e n  you w i l l  t a k e  this road .  If 

you are not so s a t f s f i e d  then you w i l l  take t h i s  road. 

, But what If you cone to t h e  f o r k  of the road and can't nakc 

up your  mind? You rniqht 'say, "Well he ~ i ~ h t  be quilty. 

Well they might be innocent," The lzd sags so Ion5 as you 
4 

can make up your rr.lnd you donf t know which way to go,  you 

must take a not quilty road because so long as you can't 

make up your mind t h a t  means you have a reasonable doubt, 

Thank you. 

TEE COURT: :.lembers of the Jurg, we are qoinp  t o  

t a k e  a recess until tomorrow r n o r n i n ~ .  Thy 1 a ~ a i n  instruct 

you not t o  discuss these cases w i t h  anyone nor  allow anyone 

to d i s c u s s  it w i t 1 1  you or i n  your y e s e n c e .  Co not  ~ Z S C U S S  

it arnon.fr yourselves until you have t h e  case f o r  your dcljbcra-  

tion, !.lay I a2ain i n s t r u c t  you n o t  t o  read, view or listen 

to any news accounts of t i l l s  trial if such should appear in 

the press, on television or'on radjo. May I again . ins t ruc t  

you not  to L i n y e r  about the Courthouse or the Courthousc 

 rounds on your way to your dcstinatlon? On your return 



>--, 
in the norning nor when you do return in the oornlna go 

immediately to your Jury room and theye av:alt the openlnp 
.1 

of Court. You go now, members of the Jury ,  and came back 
. . 

- ,  .. at 9: 30 tomorrow norninc. 
. - . . 
.. . . - (The Jury ret I r e d  from the Courtpoofl* ) 

(The Court  recessed at 0:45 F . ! l - )  
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OctoSer 13, 1972 9:33 A.H. 

THE COURT: We are zoing t o  t a k e  a recess any- 

where around 11 or 11:30. If you want to leave I'll ash 

you to leave now. I don't rvant anyone rroinc In and out of 

t h e  Courtroom u n t i l  recess. Ering the Jury in. 

(The Jury comes I n t o  t h e  Jury  box.) 

( ~ r .  Ferguson s u m ~ e d  to the Jury on behalf of 

t h e  nine defendants as fol lows:)  

. .  . 
.:. May it please the Court, l a d i e s  and gentlemen... 

of the J u r y ,  let ne add my word of thanks and appreciation . . ,  

t o  you for t h e  a t t e n t i v e ,  kind,  understandint: and p a t i e n t  
,. 

manner in which you have sat over t h e  past  five weeks and 

listened to the proceedings. 
. . 

. Part of that time vras cons!tnc4 i n  o u ~  selecting 

you twelve ladies and pentlegen to serve as t h e  Jury in 

t h i s  case, and a part  of t h a t  tine uas consuned in the 

presentation of evidence in t h i s  cane. T9at 1s it has 

lndeed been a very  long case by any standards, the l onges t  

case I have ever been involved in, as a matter of fac t ,  and 

I am sure it 1s t h e  lon.reot  case that many of you have Seen 
i 
L r Involved i n  o r  evcLn been f a n i l i a r  *trlth. r 



The fact that it has been somewhat of a long case 

perhaps is indicative of the tremendous Importance of t h i s  

C a s e  t o  everyone Involved,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  nine younq 
... . , 

, . men end one young l a d y  who are on t r i a l  here. Mow for many 

of you t h i s  was a completely new experience,  some of you 

never having served on a Jury before. Yor perhaps a l l  of You 

it is a unique experiende. For I doubt if any of you have 

ever experienced a n y t h i n g  l i k e  this before, and 
4 

ful that  even a f t e r  this you w i l l  experience it aqain. 

The role you have been ca l led  upon t o  p l a y  i n  
- . .  

t h i s  niatter is one which is in my view more important than 

that  of anyone else, and T -..rill tell you why. You are t h e  

ones who w i l l  u l t i n a t c l y  dec ide  which way t h i s  case is going 

Now f o r  those of' us who are counsel in t h e  case, 

both On t h e  side of tlrc prosecution and the side of tile 

defense, our responsibility is a very heavy one. I feel 

very personally t h a t  In any c r i m i n a l  case the responsibility 

because t h e  person on trial seeks t o  pro jec t  himself and 

h i s  defense t o  you through h i s  counsel. That  would b e  t r u e  

in the s h p l e s t  c r i m i n a l  case, 

In the caseo at hand, ladies and zentlcmen, o u r  



e - - 1 ' .  
. 

t,,- ,, . 'responsibility 1s indeed a very, very heavy one. In t h i s  . - r 
. " I  4 . .  . , 

> ,  

,. . .case our responsibility, as I see I t ,  is eighteen times p s  
- .. ,, .. ' . - . : A ( "  +- 

.-. ' -  -- heavy as it would 9rA'inarily be. Yours is nijleteen times as 
- . = " -  ' 

' .. -' 5 . - :heavy as it would ordinarily be. I say t h n t  because those 
-. ' + .' * - ~ .  :' ". - o f  u s w h o  are representing these nine  young men here in . . . .  
* . . - , -  .. . . 

. , ..- 
. " .  , . .  , ..* .: : . .--..* .. - . , ; l . * .  . . . . . /I . . 

. - q ,  . . . .  . .  , . . : , . , ,effect are representing nine defenses. So that'  maices it . 
. . -. . - ,  . . . - -  , : .... '&.--: <,--,; 

. . .  - . ,  . f . .  
, . --nine tines as heavy. , But  m are presumina nine defenses . ~ . ,, * 6. - . . - : . . . . . . . 

1 

t o  two c r l m i n a l  charges, and that makes it eighteen times 
0..  1 

. ,. . .: - . .  . , 

. . .  . * . . . . . .  , .. '. . , . . . . .  . . 
:- ,. . .  

, a s  heavy. . '. , . . . . , . . . . . .  . . . . .  _ L . , .  . . . _  . ,  . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . - ' , . . .  - .  . . .  - . - 
, . : . . . . . . .  ., . . , . . . . . . .  . . .._ : .. . . . I .  i 

7. : ._; - . - . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . '., :' .: . ., . . . . . .  You are ' not only  to judge i!,ege nine young men, . . . . .  . - . . . . . . .  . , 
. " .  , . . . .- . . . . . . . . , . .  , .. . . . . .  . . . . - . - . .  : . . ,  . . .  1 - . . . . . . . . .  -. - . .:, " .  . , . . . .  

, a - , .  
. . . .  - _ . .  :but also, the one goun& lady on - an.sddltiona1 charqe. And . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . 

. . 
that makes your responsibflity nineteen times as heavy,as * . , 

I t  miaht be in 'the ordinary crininal case. And t h e  c ! ~ n ~ e e s  

faced by these persons are indeed very-very serious charges 

' w i t h  serious consequences flowing theref ron. . 
. - . * .  

1 , in a sense, l a d i e s  end q,cntlemen, you have in . . 

. - your hands ten lives and you have to nake a judyrnent about 

. - . . 
those ten l i v e s  because your dccision here w i l l  e f fec t  those 

.ten l i v e s  in a way that perhaps no other decision that has 
. . 

ever been made in the lives of these ten people before ever 
I .  . A  > 

or ever will. So It ' is in t h i s  connection t h a t  we 

? ' P  + 
. , ... : - .  , a come ;- b to t r i a l  here and go th rough  the process that our  

. , 

9' . I . ?  - system of lar has devised f o r  t h e  hear ing  and trying of G. - .  
.. , - & -  

,a, . . . 
. . 

, .. . - ,  I.... 

:. .. ' 
r 'I . . . A .  . . . - . . . . . . . . * .  .. , - - ..*..; 

. . . . , . . .  . . . .  . . . . .?. , 

!. , . . -. . . . . 
.... * 



crimlnal Canes. It is  i n  thin context that your role be- 

comes extremely important, ladies' and gentlemen, 8 3  twelve 

impartial arbitors of the facts of t h i s  matter. 

NOW our system of l a w  is set up so that no man 

and no woman no matter what the color of his skin, no matter 

what hls p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f s ,  no matter what h i s  re l ig ion ,  no 

matter what h i s  station In l i f e ,  ,can be deprived of his 

. . 
l i b e r t y ,  convicted of a crime except the twelve impartial 

people drawn from t h e  community s l t  in judgment on those 
- .  

parsons; l i s t e n  to t h e  facts and make up t?:cir mind about 
. , 

whether or not  the State  has proven its  case beyond a 
. , 

reasonable doubt. 
- 

WOW there I s  a reasan that our s y s t e h  of law operates 

. . ,  that way. And the reason is that those persons who founded 

. . 
this Country, those persons who authored the Constitution which 

. * 

governs us all felt a need to Interpose twelve people be- 

- .  tween the aresome power of the State and the powerleas 

I* _ . . . individual who might be effected by that power of the State .  
.. .- . . . .  , .  

. , 
'I . , . 

- .  

. . , ,  . The founders of this Country m d  the &thors of our Constitution 

. , ' , .  knew t h a t  becausc of abuses in t h e  past t ha t  something had 
. . 

t o  cone between the police and the citizens, s o m e t h l n ~  has 

to come between the prosecutor  and the c i t i z e n .  Otherwise  

one man could view n given ind iv idua l  e n p ~ e d  in any given 



a c t  and say, "YOU are guilty of a crime, and you have cot 

. <' to go t o  J a i l .  - You have got to be deprived of your-liberty." 

. I And no one would have anything to say about tbat. 
- .  . - .. 
5 , 4t .. . Someone has t o  cone between the prosecutor and 

t 
c: '.t. , - .< - - ? .  the individual citizen. He elsewise anytime the prosecutor 

-. l. 

' 4 

-. . ,  i felt t h a t  someone had committed a crime he could simply come 
- 7  - = 

. . I n  and r i p  that  person off the street, put him in j a i l  and 

that would be the end of it. And you and I would have nothing 
. . ?  , . .  , * .. 
' , .X ... . .  . . .  . . 

;..: .. - . . i .  - to say about it.. 
t.. ., . 

' 

The founders of t h i s  Country and the authors of. 
) <  *. - . . 
,. * 

the Constitution realized what t h e  awesome power of t h e  State 

was. It realized what it could do t o  an individual  c i t l z c ~ ;  

if there  ?rere no safeguards imposed to govern all of us. And 

you, ladies and gentlemen, the twelve of you seated here, 

are thc guardians of those rights t h a t  have been imbedded in 

our sys tem of lav and our Constitution. The sane system of 

law, sane Cons t i tu t ion  t h a t  would pro tec t  you or your sons 

or your daughters or your friends or your loved ones if ever 

. they  should be the target of t h i s  awesone power of the S t a t e  
. 

t h a t  I mentloned t o  you. And that is why I say to you, ladies 

and gentlemen, t h a t  the pos l t ion  tha t  you hold, the role that 

you play, the function tbat you serve in the trial of t h i s  



case or in the t r i a l  of any case indeed 1s a very solemn one 

and you shoulder a very, very heavy responsibility. 

Once understanding that, then it becomes clear  what - * 

._. C 

some of the. processes were that we went through in decidlna 

upon the  twelve of you as being the twelve peers of these 

people  on t r i a l  to sit In j u d g e n t  on then. Some of you 

may have wondered when we started se lect ing the jury, now 

why are these lawyers  over here asking me all these questions 
, - 

* . . 
- .  ... about whether I have ever served on a ju ry  before,  what have 

I read .about thls case, what have I heard about t h i s  case, 

what kind of work do I do, who d o  T ;uorb around, what s y  

feelings are about raoe, . what my religion is, wlizt church I 

,go to. Why are t ? i e s e  lawyers askinp me all these questions 

about ny personal l i f e  and my personal af fa i r s?  Why can't 

they let me si t  on t h i s  jury  if they  want me or take me off 

If t h e y  donft? 

The reason f o r  t h a t ,  ladies and gentlemen, is t h a t  

anyone who is faced 111th serious char~es such as these, has 

to make t h a t  effort t o  be extra sure that  the person who 

sfts in judgsent are indeed persons w!~;o m i l  in fact be 

coa~letcly f a i r  and impartial and unaffected by outside 

Influences to the greatest ex ten t  possible. It is perhaps 
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imposs~blc ever to f i n d  any twelve p e o p l e  or perhaps any 

one person who is c o ~ p l e t e l g  and ad solute^^ free of all 

prejudices, of all factors which m a y  ln f iuencc  vou other 
. . 

than the evfdence in t h e  case. That  I s  ?:ell n i zh  i~possijle, 

and I think I r e a l i z e  that as t i e l l  as anyone. 

Wng of us are affected by pre jud ice s  t ha t  re 

have !,hat we aren't even axare of. 1 kl'l0.9 t h e t  sometimes 

I react to people  in different ways. Sane people I take 

an inmediate l i l c i n ~ ,  to. Others I amkind of standoffish 

about. Is there a real reason f o r  that? I don't-know. 

perhaps it is some prejudices t h a t  I have tha t  I am not 

conscious of. Sometimes because of my c u l t u r a l  upbringing 

' and my environment I mag react d l f f e ~ e n t l y  to a whi t e  perjan 

than I do a black person because 1 may be nore familiar uj.th 

the one t h m  the other because of my backrjround. 

The snmethin~:  is f r u e  of you,  ladies and zerltlemen. 

YOU reac t  d i f f e r e n t l y  to different people in dirferont  

circumstances f o r  reasons p e r h a ~ s  tha t  you are not even 

aware, and a l l  t h a t  r e  can do, all that t:c can do is tb 

put these thin~s out of your nlnd to the extent t h s t  you 

are conscious of it and try to search your minds t o  the 

extent tha t  you mag not be conscious of it, to see i f  



c +" 

anything is there, which mlght effect you and then If It 

is there to make t h a t  effort  t o  put it aside and t h a t  

not easy. 

It nay be easily s a i d ,  but it is no t  easily done. 

Rut when it cones to a matter as serious as what ure are 

dealln~ w i t h  here you have to make thnt effor t .  You have 

to t r y  to do that  because, you each one of you, is sworn 

under oath t h a t  you would be fair, that you would j u d ~ e  

t h i s  case so l e ly  by the evidence as I t  is presented from , 

t h e  witness stand, t h a t  you would n o t  be  z-ffected.bg anythln~ 

that you read or heard or saw, 

It is golnc to be d i f f i c u l t ,  ladies and gentlemen, 

and I rea l ize  that and I am sure you have thought  about t h a t  

again since you have sat here over t5ar.e weeks. I 'icno~; it is 

going to be d i f f i c u l t ,  but I am s a t f a f i e d  that the 

of you or t h e  f i f t e e n  of you, should some of the others  

be called upon to serve, will make every e f f o r t  to do t h a t ,  

. will make every e f f o r t  to be fair. You said t h a t  under oath, 

and I be l i eve  you meant it. You opte yourselves t h a t .  ' you 
. . 

owe your fel low 'nan tha t .  You owe thcse persons on t r i a l  

, . t h a t .  Tha t  i s  what they are oeekinry. That  becomes more 

important because when we look about us and the  world In 



which w e  l i v e  t:e have to h ~ t p  that there are many i n s t i t u t i o n s  - ' about us  which sometines are affected by the forces at w o r l c  

- .  -: 

I n  the world such an racism, such as prejudice, such as 

classism. Those forces are a t  work in many of our i n s t i t u t i o n s  
. . 

and although efforts were beinq made d a i l y  to e l l t ~ l n a t e  these 

forces they are s t i l l  there. 

But if there I s  any one p l a c e  where a nan is to 

be judged so le ly  as a man; if there is any one place xhere 

,. ,- - 'ever man is to stand equally ft has to be i n  our courts of 

. . jus t ice .  That is the one place where every man should be 

judged on his own merits and not by anythinz else. 

Each one of these persons on t r i a l ' h e r e  have come 

here feeling that any p o l i t i c a l  bel ie fs  which anyone may 

conceive t h a t  t h e y  have w i l l  not a f fec t  the wag t h a t  they 

are going to be judged in these charges, t h a t  the color of 

their skins w i l l  not be a fac tor  in deterrninins t h e i r  g u i l t  

or innocence, but tne only factors ich?c!~ *i:ill 35 vres2nt 

and at work h e r e  w i l l  be the evidence as it is presented i n  

t h e  Court. 

Now I am go in^ to t a l k  t o  you some about t h a t  

evidence. 1 am going to t a l k  to you some about the la?r as 

it ci'fects t h i s  case and your jud,mcnt of it. I a n  r,olng 

to talk to you some about t h e  context out  of nhich these 



charges arose. I am going to talk to you some about the 

manner in xlhich 2.3 vier the State havine put  i t s  case 

together and presenting It here i n  Court. 

I caut ion  you now and remind you of mothe r  t h i n s  

i that we asked you about before you were finally selected to 

serv+, and that I s  t ha t  Den Chavis, Villlan Dallas ?:!rip,bt, 

called Joe W i g h t ,  >larvin ?a t r i ck ,  Vayne Moore, J e r r y  Jacobs, 

Connie Tyndall , Willie Vereen , James ??cKoy, Reginald Kpps and 

Ann Shephard ~ l l  walked i n t o  this Courtroom as innocent people. 

There was a presumption of innocence surrounding them, and 

that  continue~ to surround t hen  throughout the trial of t h i s  

case. 

Not one of the persons naned had any obligation 

nor do t h e y  have any o b l i g a t i o n  now to prove to you the i r  

innocence or to prove anyt !~ l :~q or to dizprove anyth ing  the 

S t a t e  m i g h t  s a y .  Weg heve t h a t  ~ r e n u m ~ t i o n  of innocence. 

You have to in your rind give them that presumption of fl 

- Innocence. They have no burden and !lave no burden to prove 

t o  you anything. The burden in this case as in any cr iminal  

case rcst w i t h  the prosecution. The prosecution has the 

responsibility of proving beyond a reasonable doubt tha t  

each of these persons I named is in fact  guilty of each 



offense that they are charged with beyond a reasonable 

doubt. 

That doesn't mean that  the Sta te  can come in and 

make same suggestion t h a t  t h e y  mieht be guilty. That doesn't 

mean that the State can cone in and present some clrcumstanccs 

which make it look l i k e  they might have done somethins. That 

doesnq t mean that  the State can come in here and make you 

feel l i k e  they've probably cornnitted some : r i m e .  

. . 
.. . It means a lot more thzn than, ladies and gentlemen. 

. .  It means tha t  you have to be morally cer ta in  In your mind t h a t  

each one of them did vhat the State s a l d  that they  d i d ,  t h a t  

they committed the offenses that  the prosecution said t h a t  

they conmitted. 

If It were any other  way, then w e  would be back to 

, . . the ages UP the inquisition where someone could come in with 

' a charge and accusation and say, "You d i d  this." And then 

there would be a responsibility on you to disprove I t ,  to 

show that you didn't do It. 
. - 

. . Those days are lons  past .  We l i v e  now in a time 

of enli~htened justice where the prosecution is required by 

lav, and Ln order f o r  that law to be meaningfu1,gou have to 

enforce it bccaust? the S t a t e  I s  'required by law to prove 



beyond a reasonable doubt each and every elenent of the 

charges brought against any given individual. So that 1s 

what we are d e a l i n g  w i t h  today. That  1s what' your 

responslbillty is all nbout, and you cannot take it l i p . h t l g .  

You are not here to vindicate any personal vendetta 

you might have a ~ a i n s t  2ny person. You ere not  here to show 

your allegiance to any given institution. You arc here to 

enforce t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  must govern us all if we are 

to rei:~n!.:i a free country.  
* .  . 

. . The 1a1~ is meaningful o n l y  as it expresses I tself  

through men and Nonen l i k e  yourselves, and if you abbicate 

t h a t  rcspon:r<l~i l i ty ,  If you make your j u d g ~ e n t  on somethin: 

other  than these prlnciplc . :  and 0th4rs t h a t  the Court :;ill 

give you, then you have t aken  s s t e p  towards undcrninin~ the 

prlnclples upon ;ihlci: t h i n  country w a s  founded. If you have 

taken  a step to2:nrd u n d e m i n i n s  the C o n s t i t u t i o n  ~ h l c h  soverns 

us a l l  and pro tec t s  us. And I am sure t h a t  not  a s i n r l e  one 

of you :fould went to be a p a r t y  to anyt!lfnr;, of t h a t  s o r t .  

I-nd in this case your job I s  not gainz to be easy 

because you have heard a lot of t h i n ~ s  s a i d  about a lot of 

t h i n g s  t ha t  are supposed to have happened. And you have ~ o t  



to make judments on s p e c i f i c  charges. You have ~ o t  t o  

decide whether these nine younq men conspired t o  assault 

police and firemen in the area of 302 South Sixth Stree t  

on the 5th and 6th of February, 1971, in an area where a 

s t a t e  of ernerKency e x i s t e d  or a riot ?!as Imminent. You 

have .qot to decide whether each and everyone of t 5 e n  d i d  
Q 

t h a t .  

You have gut t o  deciCe whether  each and everyone 
4 

of t h e m  burned down ?4ikets Grocery on Pebruar:j 6 ,  1971 and 

ai,et!ter or no t  the prosecut ion . .  you have got  to d e c i d e  t:-:ai; si:,-.--' 

has made you morally c e r t a l n  t ha t  they  Cid, vihether the 

prosecution 1133 sa t is f ied  you beyond a reaconablc t h z t  

tha t  i s  in fact v i~a t  happened. 

!;ow durlnz the course o f  t h l s  trial a lot has been 

said, as I said, about a lot of th incs .  You have seen v~i tnesses  

on the stand t e s t i f y .  You have seen 1a:syero f o r  botS sides 

p r e s e n t l n z  t h e i r  contentions from time to t i n e .  You havc seen 

us objec t .  You !lave seen us s tand  up and szy s o n e t h i n ~  and 

all of a sudden you would have to qo out  of t h e  room and don't 

know why, wonder what those lawyers are i n  there d o l n s  and 

why you are back there in t h e  juryroom. You have wondered 

why wc objected to c e r t a i n  t h i n n s  and you havc v:ondered \ihy 



there are ce r t a ln  thlnqs you haven't 

know tha t .  

operates. 

heard. 

Rut t h a t  is all a p a r t  of ho :~  p u r  system 

lawyers re are not o b j e c t i n n  because there  

1s sone th inq  we "ant t o  h ide  f r o m  you, Sut there  are 

certain p r i n c i c l e s  that have to Se a p p l i e d  in a c e s e ,  

and when you feel  t h a t  sone t l i in .~  .is bcinr presen ted  that 

shouldn't, t hen  the only w a g  r e  can b r i n ~  t h a t  to the 

cttention of t he  Court ae o b j e c t .  Then the J u d ~ e  - t h a t  

1s why we hsvc a Judce - nskes a rulinp on t h a t ,  and 

sometines ;qe have t o  srque abou t  some t h i n q s  t ha t  if you 

were in the room miqh t  1nf lufr .ce  the aay you doclde a 

case. And t h e r e  are sometimes you are asked t o  so o u t .  

That i s  what  t h a t  i s  a l l  about.  T h a t  13 the way the s y s t e n  

operates. 

And I n  dolna  vihat ue feel we have to do, f n  

present in^ a clefenst? to these c l i o r p 2 n .  ;re can never  ~ ' I o x  

- whether we are  alxnyn riqht. We can o n l y  t r y  and den1 u l t h  

the case as b e s t  as we see it. 

And I ask YOU norv If there anytti1n.q t that 

of these counsel have done d u r i n ~  t h e  course of t h l s  t rbl  

t h a t  you think %as ~ o t  quite or you have some question 



about, don't ho ld  it aqainst t h i s  y0un.q l a d y .  An~th lnF ,  

5 ' that  we have done In our approach to tflls case has been 

because we f e l t  t ha t  t h f s  was the  b e s t  that -g:e c o ~ l l d .  defend 

t h e  lfves of these persons whom we were enpazed to represent. 

So be not cancernet'. a50ut t h a t .  

Now the course of my remarks to you I w i l l  be 

reviewinc some of the evidence as I reca l l  it. ?iol.g the 

; evldence has been presented aver a period of about two and 

. a hal f  week:;. There is no way in the world  I can rernember 

all of that so if I state some fac t s  differently from what 

you remember tAen t o  be, TO by what you remember because 

you are the ones to decide t h a t .  You decide what t h e  facts 

are. 

In t h e  course of my renarks I may !cake some conment 

on the way t ha t  1 see t h e  law appl ied  or I s  ef fec ted  in 

theses  case. If I an in error  there it w i l l  be  corrected by 

the Judge, He w l l l  tell you what principles of l a x  are  to 

be applied, and you are to bts- e ~ v c r n c d  by w h a t  3e says ir! t h a t .  
- .  

I don't mean t o  be standinz here t e l l i n %  you 

noth1.nq I say matters. . I am just say ing  if in the event 

t h a t  happens, it is not an attempt on ny p a r t  to mislead 

you, but it is oinplp bccaune cg r e c o l l e c t i o n  mag t a  c l i f f c e n t  



from yours because of the period of time tha t  has been 

consumed i n  t h e  p resen ta t ion  of evidence, 

Now in this case we are presenting our arguments 

be fo re  the S t a t e  presents theirs. You ?rave a l ready heard 

three of my colleaques very a b l y  argue this case to you. 

1 am caught here In the middle because rieht a f t e r  I finlsh, 

three other people are z o l n ~  to arrrue. There is not nuc3 

left f o r  me t o  sey r i p h t  now because these three a tn t lenen  

s a i d  about all of that ,  and anything X do say probably w i l l  

be forqot ten  w h i l e  you hear the  o t h e r  three  ~ c n t l 6 n e n .  It 

1s part of n y  responsibility, and I am ro lnc  to ss:! it arrghox. 

Now I don't  what the State's t h e o r y  I s  ~ o l n z  

to be in this case. T h e y ' r e  coming af te r  us.  Rut I do 

hzve to t r y  to anticipate it somexhat. It I s  a d i f f i c u l t  

position to Se In. We are ar,yuinc a case we don't even 

really know what they are ~ o i n i 3  t o  ST,:!, h u t  t.:e have to 

t r y  and anticipate some of t h e  t t l i n q s  they are ~ o l n ~  to 

say. And perhaps t h a t  is where we r ea l ly  oucht to start. 

Let's look a t  what has been presented here a h  

see what the State mfqht  have to say about  t h a t .  Now I 

know both ? u ? r .  Stroud and Xr. Johnson, kno:-~n both  of thcm 

a flood while. Tried a few cases in my short tine i n  a few 
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courts. Have some i d e a  hoti prosecutors proceed. T h a t  is 

. . 
what I have to base what I am going to say on. ?ioiq I f iather 

from t h e  way the evidence in t h i s  case has been presented 

that t h e  Statc will areue to  you t h a t  this a l l  started from 

some high  schoo l  .qrievanceo that some black students  were 

set tin^ aired and t h a t  t h e y  didn't s t a t e  t l ~ e i r  qrievances 

in terns of pleas or requcsts,but they  s ta ted  them as de- 

mands, and t h a t  somebody sowwhere h e l d  a Tress cozf-31-.;~.cr. -of 

these s tudents  and s t a t e d  at  t h a t  t i m e  tha t  they wanted t !~e i r  

denands met, and if t h e y  were not  m e t  t h e y  .%ere goln.3 to take 

further act ion .  

I wouldntt be :;:~r!>rlscd 2f t?;ev tell you ti1p.t tile 

s tudents  headquartered thermelves at Crecary Con~retional 

Church there to carry ou t  t hz t  f u r t h e r  action if t h e  de- 

mands weren't n e t .  I wouldn't Se s u r ? r l s e d  il" they argued  

to :!roU t h a t  tbese  demands xere not n e t ,  and t he rea f t e r  t h e y  

decided to carry o u t  t ha t  f u r t h e r  action and t h a t  fro3 t h a t  

p o i n t  on t l l e g  started sone a f f i r n a t l v e  action u s i n q  Cre~ory 

~on~retibnal Church as the headquarters f o r  it, and you 

. . know how t h e  Statc  has c a s t  everything in this trial in 

terms of black  and x h i t e .  

They are q o i n r  t o  tell gou'that these s t u d e n t s  



and these young men here, t h i s  young l a d y ,  met at Gregory 

Congretional Church and p l o t t e d  out how they were ~ o i n g  

t o  piclc out targets in the inmediate area of places owned 

or occupied by white people and decided to take action 

against them to ~ e t  t h e i r  demands met. 

. . 
And they  are  qoinc to tell you t h a t  all of these 

person; asaerlbled themselves there in t ha t  church for t h a t  

pumose and no o t h e r  purpose ,  and t h e y  are going to tell you 

t h a t  I n  connection with that they  went o u t  and shot  at cars 

w i t h  innocent  Ken and women and c h i l d r e n  ridin.? dovm t h e  

street  in then, and they are soing t o  t e l l  you f r o m  there ax 
L -.. they  went and ffrebombed houses of innocent people who had 

done ndthing to then and t r i e d  to smoke then  out and shoot 

at them. They are qoinp to tell you t ha t  3ev.' Chavis was 

there, and they are ~ 0 l . n ~  to n r z u e  t h a t  he xasn't a Reverend 

at that time, but  Rev. Chavis ?.!as there teaching revolution 

in Gregory Concretional Church, and they are qoinq to tell 

you how lucky you are that you didn't ride donn S i x t h  Street 

o r  Nun S t r ee t  o r  Pnn Street or 7 i f t h  Street and how lucky 

you are you didn't l i v e  fn any of those houses over t h e r e  

and hov: t e ~ r . i b l e  it was t h a t  Yr. %ulost s Grocery Store was 

burned and :"trs. ?IcNcl.lls 1-iou:;e and 'Ilrs. Jackson's house; 



and they are ~ o i n g  t o  tell you how terrible it w a s  tha t  

l i t t l e  Steve Mitchcll was k i l l e d  out t h e r e  on Saturday 

nieht  ; and they are goin? to tell you t h a t  t h e  persons 

responsible for a11 t h a t  are these persons seated over 

here; and they are p;olnp; to tell you t ha t  you have got to 

convict them because t h a t  is xhat they d i d .  

They are eoinq  i;:: t e l l  you all of these persons 

assembled and l i s t e n e d  to Ecn Chavis tell thetr about some 

Chicago S t r a t e g y  and shaotinc at pol ice  and firemen and 
. 

s 7 n  that  t h a t  u%s a conspiracy; and they are poinq to tell you 
,- - 

I t h a t  they presented all of these people an t h e  s t and  as 

Nr. Snfth and 1 3 5 % .  Watts and i:?rs. FlcKeithan and 19~s. 

Jackson and b?r. Poulos is that they wanted to present 

to you the picture of everything t h a t  was happening; and 

they wanted t o  shox t o  you the state of minds t h a t  these 

young men had as they rode up and down Sixt11 Stree t  and 

Nun S t r e e t  and Ann S t r e e t  shootlnz and l o o t i n g  and burn in? .  

That  1s the p i c t u r e  t h a t  t h e  State w f l l  tr:? t o  p r e s e n t  t o  

you. 

And they will present  to you a p i c t u r e  that  t h i n c s  

had happened so much so on t l l a t  trcckcnd a b a u t s  on Pcl>ruary  

5 and 6 t ha t  the IJational Guard ;$as assembled out!jjde of 



~reqor j r  Congret 1 >rial Church on Yonday morning, Pcbruary 8,  
. . 

ready t o  KO in and take over. Arid  I wouldn't b e  surprised if 
. . 

t h e y  ;?ar.ui..: a l l  of thefie p h o t o ~ r c r ~ h s  before  you arrain to 

try t o  p lace  you t h e r e  on S i x t h  St ree t  and :lun Ftreet or 

S i x t h  and Ann Street on the 5 and 6 of Pebruary; and I 

wouldn't be surprised If they paraded hcfore  you the s h o t ~ u n  

shells and bullets and cot ton  and paper and mercuy~chyope 

t h a t  they  said t h e y  found there  i n  t h a t  house and in t h a t  

church t o  show you how t e r r i b l e  it was. 

And they are going to s a y ,  "See? Convict." 1 

think t h a t  i s  what it is going to be all about, ladies and 

~ e n t l c n e n .  They are going to tell you hov courageous it 

w a s  f o r  Allen !!all to come forkrard and exnose a l l  of this 

and how he had not!-ling to gajn by doing it 2nd how jeronte 

Mitchell had not a t h i n 5  to gain  5 y  s a y i n e  x5a t  he said 

and how even l i t t l e  ?lotor Youzs ca-e in 3ere and told you 

about - l2ric Junius,  I am talkinc a b u t  - he didn't have 

. anythinp:  to gain.  They are j u s t  t e l l i n c  t h e  t r u t h .  T h a t  

is the picture. That 1s the picture t h a t  I wouldn't tre 

' surprised if the S t a t e  tried t o  present. 

' Now l e t ' s  see l~o*;; th13 p i c t u r e  :-:as 311 au t  to-  

gether .  Lett 5 see what happened to aasr:mble the evidence 



that the S t a t c  has presented t o  you. 

5 First, let's see how it. was put toge the r  and 

: then let's see what It ahow-,. Now I suppose one of the 

central characters i n  t h e  State's case has t o  be Allen 

- Hall. He is the big man In the State's case. Be is the 

one who sat here on the stand and Ident i f i ed  over thirty 

pictures f o r  them. Different a n ~ l e s  of Gregory C o n ~ r e t i o n a l  

Church, the  annex, pictures of the street, p i c t u r e s  of the 

. ~ inside of the church looking out, pictures of the outside 

of the church look in^ in, pictures of the back of t he  church, 
. - 

pfcturcs of the f r o n t  of the church ,  p i c t u r e s  of F i f t h  and 

Ann Street intersection, pictures of the Intersect ion of 

fifth and Kun, j u s t  pictures, pictures, pictures .  

Allen Hall sat on the stand and l d e n t l f i e d  a11 of 

those. Then he sat  there and t o l d  you how he was In the 

church on thcse two n i g h t s ,  knew e v e r y t h i n s  t h a t  went on, 

knew e v e r y t h i n 5  each one of these  n i n e  youn,o; men d i d ,  every- 

th ing ,  everywhere the:( *.-.-ent. Wherever they xerc he was l;rith 

them. Knew who was where, how many shots were f i r e d ,  who 

fired them, from where they were atandinr, in the church, 

who t h e y  were t a l k i n q  t o ,  can t e l l  you every th in?  about it, 

cverythinr about every ' s l n ~ l e  one of thcm. I-Ie didn't misb 



a t h i n g ,  chief character in the State's case. 

\%ere d i d  he come from? +,qlen d i d  he first become 

a p o t e n t i a l  witness f o r  the State? A t  a t l n e  when he hla- 

s e l f  was in trouble, at a t l n e  when he I~ imse l f  had been 

arrested on assault  charaes. 

How his thinq is to blame everyt!lin,y he's ever 

done. on Ben Chavls and to h r inz  J o e  Y r i g h t ,  '4i l lIe Vereen, 

Narvin P a t r i c k ,  Connie Tyndall, Reginald Kpps, Jerr:~ J a c o b s ,  

James NcKoy and Ann Shcphard to show how he can blame it on 

them. 

Now he first got In t r oub l e  because he took up 

a bo t t l e  and t h r ew  it and h i t  a white t eache r  in the hesd 

out at some school where he had no business. Ee wzsn't a 

s t u d e n t  t h e r e  and you Icno!:r he wasn't a teacher. Then lie 

said - 
THE COURT: I'll have no l a u ~ h l n s  from t h e  Court- 

room no:.;. 

Then he sags Den Chavls t o l d  him het(! better leave 
- 

tam,  better get out of t o m ,  cave h i m  a hundred dollars and 

went t o  Washin~ ton ,  D.C. ;  went to Mew York and stayed t h e r e  

w i t h  his cousin fa r  awhile; moved In w i t h  a p j r l f r i e n d  and 

then caae back to see about  hic ~ i r l f r i e n d  doxn here. iJow 



he said he came back with t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of leavfnq acaln. 
. . 

- +  _ 

 his is Allen Rall who  ha^ had t h i s  great reve la t ion  about 
- .. 

. . truth and saving everythln~. He comes down here; He says 

he would have you believe t o  see about h i s  sick girlfriend 

In t h e  hospltal  and tells you at the  saxe t i m e  he-is-.living .., 
z .  . . 

w i t h  his girlfriend i n  New York. But that 1s II what he says. 
..I. r " 

So he comes down here and he g e t s  'himself put In 

, J a i l .  Even his mother realizes the kind of character he I s  

because she eoes 'off of his bond, if what he says is t r u e ,  . - . >. . . - . . .  - -  . 
and then he ::lr:ds up in jaiL and t h a t  is when Allen Hall - .  . 

- .  1 -. ,- . .  . - . b e g i n s  t o  have a l l  these great r e v e l a t i o n s  about truth. 
I . , 

7 .  1 

, c  
b , 

. He is in j a i l ,  in trouble, wantin5 to ~ e t  out of 
_ . . .  . , 

' trouble.  So he looks around for another way to blame Ben 
- .. 

Chavia, and h e  cornes and tells you Ben told h i m  he was soinp 

to ge t  him a laxyer, and he didn't ~ e t  h i m  t h b t  laNyer. So 

. - then he said he decided t o  tell the t r u t h ,  t e l l  everyti~inc: fie 

, .  knew. So then he made a statement while he w a s  in jail. on 

t h e s e  charges. Took jail to br ing  t h i s  great  revelation of 

t r u t h  to Allen I I a l l .  

That is where it all star ted,  ladies and ~en t l e r i en .  
. .  . . 3 .  

His scheme at the outset was to show you Den Chavis, Ftarvin 

Patrlclc and anybody else hc could f ind t o  get Allen ]!all 



out of j a i l  t o  get him out of trouble that he was in. And 

he felt that  by ta lh lng  to these of f icers ,  Xr. nonroe and 

M r .  Drown, that he might be able to do that. 

l b w  at  t h a t  t ine  he didn't rea l ly  know how to 

put it a l l  together because he wasn't r e a l l y  Pure he knew 

what they wanted to hear at that  t i m e .  He said it was 

Chill's Idea  t o  burn dorn T~fikevs .Grocery, and he and Chavis 

watched from across t h e  street while four other boys d i d  i t .  

Never said who the four o t h e r  boys were. Y e t  when he got 

on the stand he knew each one of those nine people or eight 

includinq Ben, knew each one of these people. So for four 

years or f i v e  . . h e  had a reve la t ion  of truth and wanted to 

t e l l  evergthinc.  You heard h i m  read t h a t  statenent he made 

on Y a y  30, Allen Hall, he was across the s t r ee t  on ?lay 30 

t e l l i n g  them t h a t  somebody out at Gregory Conp.retiona1 Church 

did something. H e  knows that they  w a n t  to know aomethin~, 

about these people,  but he is not sure richt then what they 

. want t o  hear. So he just  starts w i t h  one statement t h a t  he 

s i g n e d  saying It was Chili's idea and that he and Ben stood 

across the street '  and watched them do it; wasn't sure rieht 

then they wantcd Chili or who so t h e y  threw four people in 

so he could name them too and maFe sure he gave them what 



they wanted to hear. If he was set on t e l l i n t :  t h e  truth at . 

that t i n e  why d i d n ' t  he tell them who t h e  four o ther  people 
1 

were? And why did he say anly four other people? W h y  didn't 

he tell them it was n ine  of them or t e n  or eleven or t h i r t y  

or forty or however many he said it was. 

So then he turned around and found out he had 

got ten  h l ~ s e l f  in a l i t t l e  trouble because they had cl:arged . 

him too  w i t h  burning a grocery store. I?lxL is what he said. 

And I asked him, I said, "Now, Allen thll, how many t i nee  

d i d  you talk t o  t h e  pol ice  o f f i ce r s  before you went off t o  

the mental institution?'' Went to Cherry Hospital in October, 

if you recall, and t h e y  brought him back there In Pebruary 

to get a statement. "I don!t .remember, Xr. Ferguson. I 

don1 t know, :,Tr, Perguson. " 
. . .  . . .. 
. . . . ' t ~ l l e n  Hall, was it one t i m e ?  was it f i v e  t i r c e s ?  

Was it ten? Was it fifty?* 

" I don' t know. " 

He can't tell you how many t i t n c ~  he t a l k c d  t o  

these police officers before he went to the mental institution. 

"Row many t i n e s  d i d  you t a l k  to 74r. Stroud d u ~ i r i ~  

that period, Allen  Hall?'' 



"Was it f i v e  times?'' 

Several. l' \ 

'?Was it ten tines?" 

Tt Several. '' 

"Was it so many t i m e s  you didn't remember?" 

"Several. l1 

That  is all he can tell you about t h a t .  lTe can 

tell you holv many shots Jerry Jacobs f i r e d ,  who was a block 

b e u n d  him down t h e  s treet  on a dark night, but he can1 t 

. tell you how many times he t a l k e d  with.-Fr. Ztroud in 
. -. 

broad day l igh t .  This +.. I s  Allen Hall, this great  fountain 

of t r u t h  spewlng it out .  

- . "Dld . you sign a staterent telling them everythinp 

back then, Allen Hall?" 

"Yes, I' $igned one t e l l i n q  t h e m  eve ry th ing  I d i d .  
11 

. . 

''Yhere is tha t  stateraent?" 

"I don't know. I haven't seen it yet. Don't 

believe it exists. " 
. . 

T h i s  is Allen Hall, the great foun ta in  of truth. 

"Here now why didn't you tell t h e m  evcrgthinp,  i n  t h a t  

one p a r a ~ r n g h  otatcrnent you si?nod, Alltan Hall?" 

"I was scared. I was ocared rhat  they might do 

to me. Bcn Chavis. 1 )  0.- 



"Didn't you name Ben Chavis in the statement?" 

"Yes, I named him." 

"How are you ~ o l n s  to be scared of this nan and 

namtng t ha t  man you are scared of?" 

. This is Allen Hall, this great fountain of truth. 

So he went to Cherry Hospital. You all know where t h a t  is 

up In Goldsboro. You know what it is. 

Said, "Well why did you go to Chcrry Aospital?" 

nWell I thought it was a way t o  beat the charges 

against me." 

He has already said t h a t  he wasn't trying to beat 

any charges. He was just out to tell the truth, and it 

didn't matter what happened to him because he wanted to 

save everybody. But he would have you bel ieve  t h a t  he went 

up to Cherry  H o s p i t ~ l  t o  beat t h e  rap apalnst llin, t h i s  rap 

he didn't care anyth ing  about because he had decided t o  t e l l  

everybody else. 

"How are you goinq t o  beat the charees in t h i s  

mental h o s p i t a l ,  Allen Eall?" 

"Somebody t o l d  me they went up there and they got 

Probation or Parole." 

"You don't care no th lnx  about  Frobation or Parole. 

YOU are the truth man. You are up here telling the t r u t h  



+%# then whatever t h e  consequences are you are willinu to . . , .t . . 

accept. '' 
\ 

You know A l l e n  Hall didn't p,o up there $0 t r y  - 
'L + .  

to  beat any rap. He went up there because somebody t h o u z h t  

., . . 
he  was crazy and he decided to use that  to t e l l  you why he 

. -. went there. Anythine he can tell you t o  t r y  t o  make. h f 3 -  ., . - . - 
se l f  look good, t h a t  I s  what hc l,c qoing to do,-thinkinc he  ..: 

can tell you to make you be l i eve  t h a t  what he is say in^ is 

true that I s  what he is going to do. Re doesn't care any- 

thing about t r u t h ,  and be doesn't care any th ing  about you. 

He j u s t  as soon throw t h a t  bot t le  at one of you as he would 

t h a t  teacher out  there t h a t  he didn't know and hadn't done 

anyth ing  t o  hin, He wants t o  come in here and have you 

b e l i e v e  everytliinc t h a t  he is sayinq. 

So he went on up there t o  t h e  mental  institution, 

said he stayed about f l f t y  days, as 1 r e c a l l ;  came out .  

."Did you talk to the Solicitor or the police 

o f f i c e r  between t h e  t i m e  you ~ o t  ou t  and February  18 when 

you signed t h i s  s ta tement?"  

"Yes, 1 d i d .  '' 

"\!ell how many tfrnes did you talk to him?" 

''I don ' t know.." 

"Was It f i v e  tines?" 



.. - ,, - 

.. . - .  '., 
.. - . .. ,. -. Several. " 

, - ,-,.. C . _  
. . . . .. 

"Was it ten?" ' -i - 
- .  

. . . , .  "Several." . * 

: .  . . 
' ' "Was it f i f t een?"  

- . "Several. I don't know. Can't tell you a th ing  
- .  

about that -"  
. ..r 
' * -  
< a .  

"What d i d  they ask you about vhen they talked to 
: .  

you? " 

don't know. Its so many questions." 

But he can tell you e x a c t l y  what everybody In t h a t  

church said on February 5 and 6. He can't remember a t 3 l r - t ~  I 

6 __ . .  Wr. Brown asked h i m ,  Mr. Wonroe asked him or anybody asked 

him. He don't knw; how many tines he t a l k e d  to h i m .  You 

don't know ;qhat t h e y  talked to him about. :;e do %no% every- 

time they t a l k e d  they talked about the testimony in t h i s  case. 

So he went to t r f a l  in J anua ry  charyed w i t h  arson, 

charged x l t h  b u r n l n c  P; ikc* s Grocery. 

, Allen ):all never t o l d  you t h a t  he haf; ever pleaded 

guilty for b e i n c  c o n v i c t e d  of burn in^ Mike's Grocery. 

1 asked h i m ,  "Did you know you could cet t h i r t y  

years for  that?" 
,. . . .I 

* 
' 1 1  t know it, 1. 3 I d r l c t  . ~ I I O I J  it >'hen I went 



t o  court, but I found out about It. " 

Me told you he pleaded g u i l t g  t o  partlcipatinz 

In a riot. So he found a way to ~ e t  around t ha t  charqe 

that  he had got ten  himself into, found that  way in January.  

After he and these police off icers  had t a l k e d  so many tines 

he could remember, a f t e r  he and P?. Stroud had talked so 

many tines he couldn't count ,  he ended'up ge t t fnq  twenty 

years knocked off  of a possible ~ c n t e n c e  he could have 

got ten  and the assault  charqes came up at the same tlrne.. 

He got two years on those t o  make txelve  y e a r s  all to- 

gether, Allen Rall t h i s  fountain of t r u t h .  

G.. . "Then a f t e r  1 pleaded g u i l t y  to the charges 

arainst me, 1 knew I couldn't get o u t  of jail. I knew It 

wasnr t nothln~ I could do but serve t hese  twelve years." 

This was ;n J a n u a r y  and on February I1 he is 

wri t ing  Ann Silephard a l e t t e r  saying, "I a m  point t o  k i l l  

you if you don't h e l p  me ;;.?ti out. I am p;oin~, to kill YOU. 

I can't serve t h e s e  twe lve  years." 

Why In the world if Allen Hall had star ted out 

to tell in^ the t r u t h  in Kay or whenever I t  was when he- 

first t a l k e d ,  why did ft t a k e  him from i:ay 30, 1971, t o  

February 18, 1372, to .sign the statement that he said wa3 

tlis statement of cve ry th ln r~ :  tha t  Ilappencd? Was he b a r [ r , a i n i n ~ r  



figuring out a way t o  beat  tho rap ell this t i m e ?  Is t h a t  

\ why he hadn,'t signed anytillrig before then? 
.# ' 

We know on February 18, 1972, he s i ~ n e d  a sta te-  
I - 

ment whlch he l z te r  told you was s lie, a mistake he ca l l s  

it, not h i s  mistake though, Yr. Stroud's nlstalce. Allen Hall 
. . 

Aever made a m l s t a l r e ,  Evergb~dy  e l se  dld. Allen Mall never 

made a aistake aSout hov many s h o t s  somebody f l r e d  or who 

was where on a Friday or Saturday n i g h t  or where he was. 

Whoever heard h i m  j u s t  w r o t e  'it down and didn't p,et it r i ~ h t .  

A t  any  ra te  he signed whatever shey p u t  in front 

of hlm on February 18, 1972. 

"3id you have any p h o t o q r a p h s  the re  on February 

18, 19721" 

"Yes, I did." 

"Did you look at them?" 

"Yes, I dld." 

't!hat in t h e  world arp t h e y  doin? w i t h  some photo- 

eraphs the re  when he has already told you t h a t  he knows 

everybody? Told you he went t o  school with J o e  Wright; 
, . 

told you he knew Farvin Pat r l -ck  from ovcr on Castle S t r e e t ;  
. . 

knew Willie Vereen; knew Wayne !loore ; 

knew all of t h e m  from var ious  places. 

Yet, ! ~ c  i s  down at C!-~e r ry  lio:;pltal, b r o u q h t  from . 



€3.- 
Lumberton, liorth Carol ina,  down to Cherry 1:ospital on 

February  18, 1972, to s ian this statement a f t e r  t h e y  had 
. . 
been t a l l l n y  to hin f o r  a year and still didn't put every- 
. , 

t h i n z  i n  it according t o  h l a .  Doesn't that make you yonder? 

':,%y did t hey  need tflese photor.raphs there? Did " - 

+ .  

they have ce r t a in  people t ha t  they had plcked out t h a t  they 
* ,  

. . 

. decided they wanted to c h a r ~ e  t h a t  they had s;mbr suspicion 

about this t h a t  t h e y  needed somebody to Sack up? ?#e brerellt t 

there on February 18, we don't know. The only person we have 

talked to about it  is Allen Aall. We didn't even q e t  a cirance 

to t a l k  t o  3r. Eroun on t h e  stand. lle was there. KT. l!'!alden 

ras there.  $ 1 ~ .  St roud  was therc, b u t  you wouldnt t expec t  

him t o  t e s t f f y .  

NOW t h e y  have brouyht  i n  this Courtroom anproxinntel~ 

f i f t y  nictures. ':Jell lett s t a l ! ~  aSout p!lotograp!lo t!lat t h e y  

d i d n ' t  b r l n p  l n t o  the Cour t~oom.  :,'hat a5ou t  t h e  pl?otoyra~:??s 

t h a t  they sho.ied Allen ;!all in Coldsboro in t h e  m s n t a l  

h o s p i t a l  on "ebruary  19, 1972? Yllv  didn't they b r i n r  then 

here, mark them as S t a t e ' s  exh5bj.t whatever it is and hthow 

it around and paso It around? They didn't shov you those 

ki'ovt it was inter~otlnc enourh t h a t  t h e y  would t n l k  

to Allcn !!all f o r  a pear almost and get  hls s ta tements  on 



February 18 and who should pap up at t h e  mental h o s p i t a l  

In Goldsboro on February 10, 1972, but Jerome M i t c h e l l ,  

h i s  old f r i e n d ?  The f i r s t  question i s  why in the world if 

they were getting t h i s  statement from Allen Hall - it was 

- h i s  t r u e  statement - why they didn't go up to Lumberton 

and get it where t h e  man was In j a i l ?  It would hzve been 

a simple matter. But they brint: hfm from Lunbcrton a l l  t h e  

way passed Xilrninpton over t o  Coldsboro before they p e t  a 
- .  

statement from hlm. Why? Doesn't It make you wonder? . . 

Doesnf t t h a t  make you !*!onder? :4ind you no:.r, they '  had only 

t a l k e d  to Jerome ?,!itchell aSout three d a y s  before t h i s ,  a 

few days before t h e  19th. T h a t  is ;.riluT:, '~'l.tcF1c11 ~312. They 

got t o  get them toge ther ,  got t o  oho:.~ Cllcr:~ the same p i c t u r e s .  

n They have got to know what cac5 o2her I s  sagin;. *he:: kave ~ o t  

to get it r i q h t .  Tha t  l o  why. 

Kitche l l  had a l r eady  told t h e 3  t h a t  he was over  

f o r  mental  obscrvatlon. T!~zt is probabl-7 t h e  only t ? ~ i n y  

he s a i d  on tbe stand t h a t  cane close to belnc . . t r u e  other 

t h a n  h i s  naae b u t  he told you that. 

. . 
. -  Vhy couldn't they say, "Jerome 7*litchell,  ,?..j.ve us 

a s ta tencn t  over here In o r d c ~  to Find out whct l~er  you arc 

telling the t r u t h  or n o t .  !.i'c dont t want you t o  !:new w!-iat 

Allen Hall said in his statement. We are fr,oinlr; to z e t  h i s  



statement u? In Lumberton. We'll see if the two statc- 

ments check ou t . "  . .  . 
tie, no, t h e y  didn't do t h a t .  Got to have then 

toge ther  while they cet the  s t a t e ~ e n t s .  :%ke s u r e  If t h e  

statements brf nss everythin5 to l l g i ~ t ,  t h a t  t h e y  be con- 

sistent w l t h  each o the r .  

They also needed to have a p i c t u r e  shoving f o r  

Jcrone P ! f t c b e l l  and if we are qo in r  50 have a picture  s n o u  

ing  it would be a l o t  easier to do it in one place ra ther  

than  h a u l  them up to Lumberton to show then to Allen iiall 

and take them to  Goldsboro and show them to Jerone Nitchcll. 

,%d 
Let's do it all at one time. Cot t - :~ : r ,  t l icre,  shoved t : l c m  

. . 
' . the pictures, po t  a statement ou t  of each one of then, ?:ant 

back and wrote it up, t h e y  s2id. 

These are very stronrc s ta ten~ents  i f idced t h a t  they 

got  from both  of t h e q  ?f you ask' me. Tt was the k i ~ d  of 

state~ic-nt v h l c h  I c a l l  a si7ncd no-.!, c-tve kack l a t e r  s t a t e -  

ments. See, Yi tc l i e l l  j u s t  p u t  ills neme on a piece of naner .  

Ain't s iqned  a  thin^ about Saturday ?%?tit yet. Hc s a i d - h c  

was there at  t h e  church on Saturday n i z h t .  Only c a l l e d  t h e  

name of two persons  on trial here, tllrce persons, Den Chavls, 

$?arvin P G ~ F I c ! ~  a n d J e r r y  ,lqcobs, as I reca l l  it. The only 

3 t h l n ~  11e sa ld  about J c r r y  Jacobs was that he was a t  t l l c  
L - v  

. . I 


