






Case 1:26-cv-00197-BLW Document 1 Filed 04/01/26 Page 4 of 9 

A. The Help America Vote Act 

11. HAVA requires all States to maintain and administer "a single, uniform, official, 

centralized, interactive computerized statewide voter registration list" that contains "the name and 

registration information ofevery legally registered voter in the State and assigns a unique identifier 

to each legally registered voter in the State." 52 U.S.C. § 21083(a)(l)(A). 

12. HAVA further establishes "[m]inimum standard[s] for accuracy of State voter 

registration records," 52 U.S.C. § 21083(a)(4), and prohibits States from processing voter­

registration applications without obtaining and verifying certain identifying information from the 

applicants, namely, a driver's license number for those who possess a valid one, the last four 

digits of a social security number for those who do not possess a valid drivers' license, and for 

those who have neither, a unique identifier, 52 U.S.C. § 21083(a)(5)(A). 

B. The Civil Rights Act of 1960 

13. Congress empowered the Attorney General to request records pursuant to Title III 

of the CRA, codified at 52 U.S.C. § 20701, et seq. 

14. Section 301 of the CRA requires state and local officials to retain and preserve 

records related to voter registration and other acts requisite to voting for any federal office for a 

period of twenty-two months after any federal general, special, or primary election. See 52 

U.S.C. § 20701, et seq. 

15. Section 303 of the CRA provides, in pertinent part, "[a]ny record or paper 

required by [52 U.S.C. § 20701] of this title to be retained and preserved shall, upon demand in 

writing by the Attorney General or [her] representative directed to the person having custody, 

possession, or control of such record or paper, be made available for inspection, reproduction, 

and copying at the principal office of such custodian by the Attorney General or [her] 
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representative." 52 U.S.C. § 20703. 

IV. FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS 

16. On September 8, 2025, the Attorney General contacted Secretary McGrane 

seeking information regarding Idaho's compliance with federal election laws. See Letter from 

Attorney General to Secretary McGrane ("September 8 Letter"). 

17. In the September 8 Letter, the Attorney General made a demand for Idaho's 

statewide voter registration list ("SVRL") pursuant to Title III of the CRA. The September 8 

Letter stated that the purpose of the request is to ascertain compliance with the list maintenance 

requirements ofHAVA. Id. 

18. The September 8 Letter also requested that Idaho's response contain "all fields," 

including full name, date of birth, address, and driver's license or last four digits of social 

security number, required under Section 303 ofHAVA. Id. 

19. The September 8 Letter explained to Secretary McGrane that "HAVA specifies 

that the 'last [four] digits of a social security number ... shall not be considered to be a social 

security number for purposes of section 7 of the Privacy Act of 1974."' 5 U.S.C. § 552a note; 52 

U.S.C. § 21083(c). In addition, any prohibition of disclosure of a motor vehicle record contained 

in the Driver's Privacy Protection Act, codified at 18 U.S.C. § 2721(b)(l), is exempted when the 

disclosure is for use by a government agency in carrying out the government agency's function 

to accomplish its enforcement authority as the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) is now doing. 

20. The Attorney General's September 8 Letter asked Secretary McGrane to produce 

the requested information and records by encrypted email or via the U.S. Department of Justice's 

secure file-sharing system, Justice Enterprise File Sharing ("JEFS"). 

21 . After the issuance of the September 8 Letter, Secretary McGrane and the United 
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States communicated back and forth regarding the demand. Secretary McGrane's office signed a 

DOJ file sharing access form on September 22, 2025. See JEFS sharing agreement between DOJ 

and Secretary McGrane. 

22. Secretary McGrane also sent a letter to DOJ on December 30, 2025 ("December 

30 Letter"). See Letter from Secretary McGrane to DOJ. In the December 30 Letter, Secretary 

McGrane acknowledged "the Department of Justice's authority under the Civil Rights Act to 

request access to election-related records" and informed that his office would "remain prepared 

to provide the requested data." Id. 

23. DOJ sent Secretary McGrane a Proposed MOU, with a further statement ofbasis 

and purpose according to HAYA and the CRA, on January 28, 2026. See Proposed MOU from 

DOJ to Secretary McGrane ("Proposed MOU"). The Proposed MOU was offered to establish the 

parties' understanding as to the security protections for data transfer and access and explicitly 

stated that the SVRL data received would be "maintained consistent with the Privacy Act of 

1974, 5 U.S.C. § 552a." Id. 

24. However, on February 26, 2026, Secretary McGrane refused the Attorney 

General's demand. See February 26 Letter from Secretary McGrane to DOJ ("February 26 

Letter"). In the February 26 Letter, the Secretary contradicted his earlier statement, stating "no 

clear legal duty exists requiring my office to disclose" the requested data, and that his office 

would not provide it. See id. 

COUNTONE 

VIOLATION OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1960, 52 U.S.C. § 20703 

25. On September 8, 2025, the Attorney General sent a written demand to the Secretary 

McGrane to produce specific election records pursuant to 52 U.S.C. § 20703. 
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26. The written demand "contain[ed] a statement ofthe basis and the purpose therefor." 

52 U.S.C. § 20703. 

27. Secretary McGrane has refused to provide the records requested. 

Wherefore, the United States respectfully requests this Court: 

A. Declare that Secretary McGrane's refusal to provide the election records upon a 

demand by the Attorney General violates Title III of the Civil Rights Act as 

required by 52 U.S.C. § 20703; 

B. Order Secretary McGrane to provide to the Attorney General the current 

electronic copy ofldaho's computerized voter registration list, with all fields, 

including each registrant's full name, date ofbirth, residential address, and either 

their driver's license number, the last four digits of their Social Security number, or 

HAYA unique identifier as required by 52 U.S.C. § 21083 within five (5) days of a 

Court order. 

C. Order Secretary McGrane to produce such other federal records demanded by the 

Attorney General to ascertain Idaho's compliance with HAYA. 

D. Order such relief as the interests ofjustice may require. 

DATED: April 1, 2026 Respectfully submitted, 

HARMEET K. DHILLON 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 

ROBERT J. KEENAN 
Acting Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 
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COMPLAINT 

ERICV. NEFF 
Acting Chief, Voting Section 
Civil Rights Division 

/sl/¼e~. . ~ 
JOHN R. CASALI 
RAYMOND YANG 
Trial Attorneys, Voting Section 
Civil Rights Division 
4 Constitution Square 
150 M Street NE, Room 8.135 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
Email: john.casali@usdoj.gov 
Tel. (202) 316-8087 

8 



Case 1:26-cv-00197-BLW Document 1 Filed 04/01/26 Page 9 of 9 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that on April 1, 2026, a true and correct copy of the foregoing 

document was served via the Court's ECF system to all counsel ofrecord. 

John R. Casali 
Trial Attorney, Voting Section 
Civil Rights Division 
4 Constitution Square 
150 M Street NE, Room 8.135 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
Email: john.casali@usdoj.gov 
Tel. (202) 316-8087 
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(c) 

HARMEET K. DHILLON 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 

ROBERT J. KEENAN 

Attachment I 

Acting Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 

ERICV. NEFF 
Acting Chief, Voting Section 
Civil Rights Division 

JOHN R. CASALI 
RAYMOND YANG 
Trial Attorneys, Voting Section 
Civil Rights Division 
United States Department of Justice 
4 Constitution Square 
150 M Street NE, Room 8.135 
Washington, D.C. 20002 
John.casali@usdoj.gov 
Tel. (202) 316-8087 
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AO 440 (Rev. 06/12) Summons in a Civil Action 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
for the 

District of Idaho G 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

Plaintiff(s) 

V. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Civil Action No. 1:26-cv-00197 
PHILIP MCGRANE, in his Official Capacity as IDAHO 

SECRETARY OF STATE 

Defendant(s) 

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 

. , Philip McGrane 
To. (Defendants name and address) Idaho Secretary of State 

450 N. 4th Street 
Boise, ID 83702 

A lawsuit has been filed against you. 

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it)- or 60 days if you 
are the United States or a United States agency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ. 
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3)-you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of 
the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiffs attorney, 
whose name and address are: 

Eric Neff 
Voting Section, Civil Rights Division US DOJ 
150 M Street NE 8-1807 
Washington, DC 20002 

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 

CLERK OF COURT 

Date: 
Signature ofClerk or Deputy Clerk 




