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Suige of Probate, Clarks Comty -

o thonse

Crova H:ll, Alstama 3683 : _ ,

Thls It e refarence te Act hc. INC, Alzhtma Laﬂ. BTI. T
pagt 3512, wihich provides for the at-Jarge motios of clect e S

T county coc:mission o1 Clarke Ceunty, sabe-itted te the A
Cenersl wrwc-t tc Seqticn 5 of the Voting kizhts Act of 195, ae e Lo
a3 an-ences. Yoor sudmissicn was carspleted @a Drcashq' 2?. 67!. ) m s

uwsmscm:cﬂtywunmamm —_ L
that the at-large electored systar was pot adepted sith g disseimirstory e
purpose 306 that 1h.e eperation of the at-lirge systax foes not kave
8 racisliy discrimingtory effect, Scc B«w v, Ueitre States, 62

U.S 136 {157y %-‘_ikgs__fgﬂv. T3ustes, 436 o Supp WL - el
(0.0.C. 1578, affuecs, 7 S E. ; i u,ec. 8, 1578} (Now n.m. T Tt
Sce alse 73 CF.R. 349, o

Tt:: coutly comss lasion of Clarve Coumty censists 0! fowr
corarmisgionars and the Jucge of probete, whe serve fnwr-year termas, - T T
A majerity vote i reqnired foc pormination in th.2 Lemecrotic prisarye - " 7o o
Alttougt blacks constitute 83 percent of the pupulation of tic county °
{accerding to the 1976 Ceraus), tlacks have 60T been sitgled W0 the
commission. Prier b the scoptian of Act o. 244¢ the fowr -
cormissloaars were elacted frem singie-merber districts, Our -
analysis Indicates that a%a of these &istricts, Nuseber 3, Hxely bus ¢

" & bluck poprlzstion mejority, and that & systom of falrly-drave shzk-
member gistricts of egusl population weouid prodadly cogain at -
keast ene elatrict in which Blacks arc fn s etatemtial ;eforivy.
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Tar comay has prasentsy eo esplarstier ¢f why It chose to adopt

the at-large system as 3 Bedrs of ceniplying wit: tic ene persen,

one yete reguire~ent rather ther reajporticonent ef IS €steictse .
Finally, st arslys!s o precinet electlon retures for the 1872 and .- .7 7700
176 prismary ehicticas a2 the 1576 sttt gnmuy indicates ttlt - o
wiing in Ciarke County fellows racisl iines. SR

Unider these elrcwrstances 1 am unebis to canclude, o8 § .
must pnder the Yoting Riglts Act, thet the st-large metnod of elcstion
sstallishel by Act I, 28435 Ras neitter a discriminatary purpose
rer a Cisorinnlnatary etfect, Accerdingly, ot behzif of tie Atterney E
Ceneril, | must Interpaes an ot]ection psuart to Sactiee 3 te :ha
susnitted methad of elections :
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Ofmam!doébymie!tho t‘cﬁr.gl!:hu
Act, you tave the right te seek & declatatory Rdmmant from the
United S1ate3 Districy Court ot the District of Cohmhh tiat the
at-large electivn systam estellis’cc by Act Ne. 284¢ dees not kave -
the purposs and will mot have the effect of detsymz er abricging . -
the right to vola on acceunt of race ar colcr. I wmm:. the Procedures
for the AdiInistration of Sectisw: 3 (38 C.F.B, 1.2 () ane (e}, SL29,
and 34.28) peraxtt yoo to roquest recentideraiion of this stjectlen - -
by the Attornsy Coneral, Hoxever, untll the klgrent fra> tha
Cistrict Court is sdtalned or she shjection wittsdraws, the offect )
o the elfaction by ti:a Attorney Cereral s to male tha st-large o
a'ﬂodelekctlA;me&enﬂmmtymmm.cnderh .
Courty legally warfcrceabin, : R

To sradla thls Departinant te weet ity responsitility te
snforce the Vetlng Bights Act, plcass tnicrre o3 within Twerty days
of your receipt of tals Jetter of the courss ¢f action Clarke County -
glars 1o take witk reapect to this ketler. If you bave asy quertisng -
corcerrlrg tiis letter, please feel free to an Yeotirg Sect.ca Atumuy
&dh Dekm at Dﬂ) 63)-“92. :

Sincersly,
| brcws.myﬂ!! o

) - Asgsistany Atterney Cmnl' e e e
Ty Clullughta Givides i T :




