ir. David B, Worthy

City Attormey

P. G. Box 1432

Martinsville, Virginia 24112

Deer Mr., Worthy:!

This 1# in reference to the consolidation of
precincts in Martinsville, Virginia submitted to the
Attorney General pursuant to Section 5 of the Voting
Rizhts Act of 1965. Your submission was received om
February 19, 1974.

Ve have ecarefully considered the submitted
chanzes and supporting materials as well as information
received from private eitizems. The total of the
information available to us reveals strongly opposing
views a8 to the effect of the chsnge involved. A4s we
understand the City's position, the consolidstions
will result in economic savings to the City since the
reduction in mmber of polling places will require
fewer voting machines and fewer persons to men polling
places on election dey., Opponents maintain that :
generally the consolidations of precincts snd accompanye-
ing reduction in polling places will result in added
inconvenience to voters in their exercise of the fran-
chise but, more particularly, will impose sn inordinate
burden upon black voters in precincts 1 and 6, We have
been told that the number of blacks who vote will be
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dimigisiicd by 1his conselidaticn since souy biscks wato
guriag the pavly morninz hours wad aiter work aad the -
longer lines resulting froe comsolldation will discoure
‘ezt them fxos w;:ia,, W aldo umdsrstand that & iagge
sertentige of Discs volers ia the past bave gotisa to
tha polles withost the necessity of tromspostation but
that the subatsntlsl imcresse in distsnce of wore cthen
& alle, plus the exlotancze of & main thoroughterg whish
would blaect ths sonsaliidated precinet, wanild weke
wsiking to the polls, 2s in (ke pase, & signdfizant but
&ppRgently wumacsssary havdakip im: DIBY PETSIUS ia that
procinst,

Hection § of tha Vating Rightes &cC allows the
frplenentation &f changes such 28 these heve invoived
£ tha Uniced States 2isixdat Coust for che Discrict
¢f Colnzbis o the Attorney General datermings thic
suzh <bagzes <@ uot have & vasially discrininstosy
purpose o effect., Ay srovided in 3ecticm 51.1% of tha
Litommey Geneval’s procedorsl puldelines (28 L.F.R.
$1.18), the svbmittliay euthority has the burden of
proel ix such motters. Vhile we have weighed sarvafully
il the informstica bafore ve, we cazant sancluda that
ckeccnmlimj.m of préasinstey 1 sad & will act have
the effent of deaying oo abridgingthe Tight to vots on
account of rase oF color., CaBseguently, am Behalfl of
ths Attorecy Geomeral X scst interpose @ objectian T
tha consaiidation of thosa two presiucts.

.o courss, 43 provided by Sectisn 5 of the Vatms
mzm&st:, you have the zight to seghk a decznamy ;
“udgnent fros the United States Dlitrict Court for the

%atzit!: az Coluedds that the consolidasion pelzlsr ki
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the purpose nor will have the efifact of denying ox
abridging the vight ¥o vote oa aztound of rTace.
Hewaver,- mﬁlmduutucmhxjudwuw
that- mﬁm of the cwasolidstion involviag precincts
LTend & mins unanigrceable.

Sincersly,

3. STAMLEY ZOTTINGZR
Assistant Attomney Genexal
Civil Bighta Bimim




