
lir. David B. Worthy 
City Attorney 
P.  0. Box 1432 
Wrtinsville, Vkginla 24112 

Decr Mr. Worthy: 

This is in reference t o  the eonsoliiktion of 
precincts in MartLnavflle, Virginia &teed to the 
Attorney General pursuant t o  Section 5 of the Votisg 
Rickts Act of 196s. Your submissian was received on 
February 19, 1974. 

We have carefully considered the submitted 
chwes a d  supporting m t e r f a h  as well as infom8tion 
received fran private citizens. The total of the 
Mormstian mailable t o  US reveals; strongly oppaahg 
views LM t o  thc effect of the change involved. As we 
underatand the City 'r  posftim, the c;onsoli&tiona 
will result fn ecaardc  ssviuge t o  the City rinca the 
rcductian Ln ntmtber of polling places will require 
fewer rotins machfnea and fewer pcrstms to arsu polling 
places on electim &y, Opponents osakrtsh that 
generally the conaolfdatims of precincts snd accmpaay-
Fng reduction in polling places will result in added 
inccmmfcace t o  voters in their exercise of the frrm-
chise but, mure particularly, w L l l  hipose ea inordinate 
burden upon black voters tn precincts 1 mad 6 ,  We hbt'tt9 
been told thzt the aumber of blacks ubo w t e  will be 
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