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Idaho Educators and Parents 

Re: Safety for Idaho’s Children 

Dear educators and parents of Idaho’s children, 

We hope that the start of the school year has proved to be full of potential.  At the United 
States Attorney’s Office for the District of Idaho we are working hand-in-hand with our law 
enforcement partners to keep Idaho’s children safe.  But we cannot succeed alone.  We would 
like to ask for your assistance in educating your children about online safety.   

Sadly, the prevalence of smartphones and other electronic devices has been associated 
with criminal activity targeted at young people.  Predators seek to exploit and abuse children 
through online communication and through “sextortion” and other schemes.  In 2022, the 
National Center for Missing and Exploited Children received 32 million reports related to online 
sexual exploitation, an increase of 82 percent from 2021.  

Unfortunately, this problem extends to Idaho.  In 2022, the Idaho Internet Crimes Against 
Children Task Force received 2,304 reports of child exploitation.  Law enforcement is committed 
to investigating these matters, and the United States Attorney’s Office, along with our state and 
local counterparts, is committed to seeking justice. 

Awareness and prevention, however, are key.  Enclosed are two Internet Safety Tips 
sheets, one for parents and one for children.  There are also excellent internet safety resources 
available for parents and students at https://www.missingkids.org/NetSmartz/home.  

We hope that you will talk about internet safety with your children and students so that 
Idaho’s youth can be better protected from online threats.  Please contact our office at (208) 334-
1211 if we can assist you in safeguarding our most precious resource—our children. 

Sincerely, 

Josh Hurwit 
United States Attorney 

https://www.missingkids.org/NetSmartz/home







