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Ayesha Gaston: Good a�ernoon, everyone and welcome to today's OVW fiscal year 2024 Jus�ce for 
Families pre-applica�on webinar. Before we get started, I'd like to go over how to par�cipate in today's 
event. All lines have been muted at this �me. Par�cipants may view cap�oning in English by clicking the 
cap�on buton at the botom of your screen or under the “more” buton next click “show sub�tles” to 
view cap�ons at the botom of your screen. For security purposes, we ask that you first that you add 
your first and last name to the device or your phone if you need to add just your name, please follow the 
instruc�ons posted in the chat those instruc�ons will be posted momentarily. 

You are also welcomed to add your pronouns to your display name. To use the features needed for 
today's event. Please hover over the botom center of your screen you will see a series of icon butons. 
Two of the butons includes the start and stop view buton. This gives you the op�on to share your 
webcam. Please do not feel obligated to turn on your camera. Addi�onally, during the designated Q&A 
sec�ons you’ll be instructed to raise your hand and or comment in the ques�on box. Please use the 
raised hand buton that buton is located in the right botom side of your screen under the “more” 
buton. Finally, the recording and transcripts for this session will be available to par�cipants. We are 
going to email you the recording, transcript, and the webinar can be found on the OVW website. At this 
�me, I would like to introduce the OVW team. Thank you. 

Hannah Puffer:  OK, thank you Ayesha. Good a�ernoon, everybody. Thank you again for joining us for the 
fiscal year 2024 Jus�ce for Families pre-applica�on informa�on session. This informa�on session is for 
the fiscal year 2024 solicita�on that was posted on December 8th. My name is Hannah Puffer and I'm a 
grant management specialist for the Jus�ce for Families Program and my colleague from the JFF team 
will also be leading this webinar, Maureen or also goes by Mo, Monagle who is also a grant management 
specialist and again if you have any ques�ons regarding using Zoom or any technical logis�cs, please feel 
free to put ques�on in the chat. Mo or Julie, if someone can put a link to the solicita�on in the chat so 
that you can follow along that would be great. 

The FY 24 Jus�ce for Families solicita�on was posted on December 8th. Applica�on submissions are due 
by 8:59 p.m. Eastern Time on February 1, 2024, and will be submited through a two-step applica�on 
process. Applicants will submit the SF424 and SFll in Grants.gov by January 30, 2024, and submit a full 
applica�on in the JustGrants system by February 1, 2024. We'll be providing more informa�on on that 
process later in the presenta�on. We recommend everyone thoroughly read the solicita�on before 
applying. At the end of the presenta�on, we will open it up to ques�ons, however, please enter 
ques�ons in the Q&A box as they come up. I've just been informed that we cannot put the link to the 
solicita�on in the chat we apologize for that. However, if you go to OVW website under the tab for Open 
Solicita�ons you should be able to find it there also if you Google OVW Open Solicita�ons you can find it 
fairly easily as well. 



The Jus�ce for Families Program was first authorized by the Violence Against Women Act of 2013. The 
program supports ac�vi�es to improve the capacity of communi�es and courts to respond to families 
impacted by domes�c violence, da�ng violence, sexual assault stalking, and in some cases child sexual 
abuse with court-based and court related programs supervised visita�on and safe exchange between 
parents, training and technical assistance for people who work with families in the court system and civil 
legal services. The Jus�ce for Families program has eight statutory purpose areas; however, the FY 2024 
solicita�on will only address five of these purpose areas. Applicants may address the following purpose 
areas: one, supervised visita�on and safe exchange; three, training for court-based and court-related 
personnel; five, court and court-based programs and services; six, civil legal services; and eight, training 
within the civil jus�ce system. You may have no�ced that purpose areas two, four, and seven are not 
listed in the solicita�on. OVW addresses these three purpose areas through technical assistance grants, 
coopera�ve agreements, and other special projects.  

Applicants proposing one, new supervised visita�on and safe exchange program, or two, who have never 
received funds from OVW for supervised visita�on and safe exchange for families with a history of 
domes�c violence, must include a planning period for up to 12 months. If funded these applicants may 
be eligible to receive an addi�onal 24 months of non-compe��ve funding. 

OVW is interested in funding projects to take a coordinated approach to helping families vic�mized by 
domes�c violence, da�ng violence, sexual assault, and stalking as they navigate the jus�ce system to 
help achieve this coordinated approach. Applicants may propose either a standard project or a 
comprehensive project. Under a standard project, applicants must propose ac�vi�es under purpose area 
one, supervised visita�on, or purpose area five, courts and court-based programs. If an applicant is 
proposing to provide supervised visita�on and safe exchange services or purpose area one, the applicant 
must propose ac�vi�es under at least one addi�onal purpose area. The courts and court-based 
programs purpose area, purpose area five, can be addressed on its own or in combina�on with another 
purpose area. You may apply to any or all of the subparts of this purpose area, however OVW will not 
consider applica�ons that only propose pro-se vic�m assistance under purpose area 5B or only propose 
educa�on and outreach programs under purpose area 5e. Addi�onally, purpose areas three or eight 
cannot be solely combined with purpose area 5e but may be combined if other purpose areas or 
subparts of purpose area 5 are also apply for. Projects that only propose training and educa�on will not 
be considered. Due to the restric�ons on providing civil legal services, which is that no more than 50% of 
the proposed project can support civil legal services, a project cannot propose ac�vi�es solely from 
purpose area 6 and purpose area 5B pro-se assistance under a comprehensive project. Applicants must 
propose ac�vi�es under purpose area one, supervised visita�on; purpose area five, courts and court-
based programs; and purpose area six, civil legal services. Applicants may include addi�onal purpose 
areas in the comprehensive project applica�on if they choose but are required to only include purpose 
areas one, five, and six projects addressing vic�m assistance programs or under purpose area 5B and 
civil legal assistance under purpose area 6 must count all associated cost toward the 50% cap on civil 
legal assistance described under purpose area 6 in this solicita�on.  

Applicants will need to state the percentage of the civil legal assistance and pro-se vic�m assistance 
ac�vi�es and budget items in ques�on 17b of the summary data sheet a project in which the primary 
focus is on providing civil legal assistance is not appropriate for the Jus�ce for Families program and will 
be removed from considera�on. Applicants seeking to implement a civil legal assistance program may 
want to consider OVW FY 2024 Legal Assistance for Vic�ms program or the Expanding Legal Services 



Ini�a�ve and those solicita�ons can also be found under Open Solicita�ons on OVW’s website. You can 
visit the OVW website for more informa�on about these programs and also for the FY 2024 solicita�on 
release plan for these for these programs and others. 

OVW has iden�fied four priority areas the office will be addressing during FY 2024. The Jus�ce for 
Families Program will be addressing three out of these four priority areas. As stated in the solicita�on, 
applica�ons are not required to address a priority area but those proposing ac�vi�es which address a 
priority area will be given special considera�on. The three priority areas the JFF program will be 
addressing include: priority area one, advanced equity and tribal sovereignty as an essen�al component 
of ending sexual assault, domes�c violence, da�ng violence, and stalking. Applicants addressing this 
priority area must meaningfully address purpose area 5a by developing or enhancing specialized courts, 
consolida�ng courts, or dockets for tribal courts. An example of addressing this priority area includes a 
Tribal community applying to implement a civil and or criminal domes�c violence court docket. JFF funds 
may support line items such as a DV docket coordinator posi�on for the court advocates to support 
vic�ms in court and the crea�on of specialized training for Tribal judges and court personnel.  

Projects addressing OVW's priority area one should respond with a “yes” to item number eight in the 
summary data sheet if the applica�on proposes to address advancing equity and Tribal sovereignty as an 
essen�al component of ending sexual assault, domes�c violence, da�ng violence, and stalking. 
Applicants addressing priority area one will be providing informa�on on how their projects will be 
addressing this priority area in different sec�ons of the project narra�ve (describe the challenges and 
the needs of the iden�fied tribal community and how the project will meet the needs the need or needs 
in the purpose of the proposal). You will further describe the approach to addressing the needs and 
challenges in the “what will be done” sec�on. Addi�onally, in the “who will implement” sec�on proposal 
should describe the key personnel involved in the project including Tribal court staff, judges, vic�m 
service providers, and other Tribal leaders. Finally, if addressing this priority area, the Indian Tribal 
government may submit leters of commitment from each partnering agency if the Tribal government is 
unable to sign a memorandum of understanding at the �me of applica�on.  

The second OVW priority area the JFF program can address is priority area two which is increased access 
to jus�ce for all survivors of sexual assault, domes�c violence, da�ng violence, and stalking including 
through explora�on of survivor-centered criminal jus�ce system reform as stated on page nine of the 
solicita�on under the Jus�ce for Families Program. To be considered under this priority area, applicants 
must address purpose area five by developing domes�c violence specialized courts, consolidated court 
dockets, or intake centers. Applicants should demonstrate meaningful coordina�on and collabora�on 
with system and community partners such as prosecutors defense atorneys civil legal service advocates 
and a resource coordinator in the project narra�ve and signed memorandum of understanding examples 
of addressing this priority area may include a court partnering with a vic�m service provider to develop; 
and staff and intake center to support survivors with filing pe��ons in court. Addi�onally, another 
example may include a court partnership with an abusive partner interven�on program as JFF funds may 
support ac�vi�es for offender accountability programs. 

Projects addressing OVW priority area two should respond with a “yes” to item number nine in the 
summary data sheet. If the applica�on proposes to address increased access to jus�ce for all survivors of 
sexual assault, domes�c violence, da�ng violence, and stalking including through the explora�on of 
survivor centered criminal jus�ce system reform in the project narra�ve applicant should describe the 



needs related to systemic coordina�on between courts and community partners in the “what will be 
done” sec�on. You should further describe how an improved coordinated system will address the needs 
and gaps of survivors naviga�ng the jus�ce system. Addi�onally, applicant should describe the exper�se 
of system and community partners such as prosecutors, defense atorneys, civil legal services advocates, 
or resource coordinator that will implement the coordinated system and community approach. Projects 
proposing to address priority area three should include project ac�vi�es that address the barriers in 
accessing community services due to a lack of transporta�on and childcare. Applicants addressing this 
priority area should include costs in their budget for items such as transporta�on for supervised 
visita�on and safe exchange transporta�on for court hearings and childcare in court se�ngs for 
domes�c violence or sexual assault cases. An example of addressing this priority area may include 
funding and establishing a childcare in the court for vic�ms to use while par�cipa�ng in court hearings.  

Projects addressing OVW priority area three should respond with a “yes” to item number 10 in the 
summary data sheet if seeking to expand economic jus�ce and financial advocacy for survivors of sexual 
assault, domes�c violence, da�ng violence, and stalking. In your project narra�ve, applicants should 
describe the barriers to accessing community services due to a lack of transporta�on and childcare 
describe how the proposed project will address the challenges or needs related to transporta�on and/or 
childcare. Finally describe the applicants or iden�fied partners exper�se to provide transporta�on or 
childcare services in your budget and budget narra�ve. Include costs related to transporta�on for 
supervised visita�on and safe exchange transporta�on for court hearings or childcare in court se�ngs 
for domes�c violence or sexual assault cases. While not required, all applicants are strongly encouraged 
to address one or more of the OVW priority areas we just reviewed. Applica�ons proposing ac�vi�es in 
any of those areas advanced equity and tribal sovereignty increased access to jus�ce and or economic 
jus�ce and financial advocacy will be given special considera�on. The solicita�on lists specific ac�vi�es 
that are outside the scope of the Jus�ce for Families Program and will not be supported by the program's 
funding. The list of out-of-scope ac�vi�es can be found on page 10 of the solicita�on applica�ons that 
propose ac�vi�es that are deemed to be substan�ally out of scope may receive a deduc�on in points 
during the review process or may be eliminated from considera�on en�rely.  

Before Mo begins reviewing eligibility budgets and other requirements are there any program specific 
ques�ons at this �me? I'm going to go to the Q&A. OK, so we have a ques�on. 

 Are we allowed to apply if we currently have a Jus�ce for Families grant our current award ends in 
September 2025.  Actually, it looks like Julie is responding to that ques�on so I’m going to let her do that. 

OK, and the next ques�on would civil legal advocacy and nonprofit vic�m advocacy agency be counted in 
that budget? Would funds for a civil legal advocate be counted towards a 50% maximum on pro se civil 
legal assistance and legal services? 

That is a great ques�on, yes, and it looks like Julie is responding to that ques�on as well. 

OK, and John Ry asked can we apply for supervised visita�on without an exchange component? 

 That is also a wonderful ques�on and thank you. Julie is ge�ng to all the Q&A so thank you Julie for 
that. She's typing and answering any other program specific ques�ons. 

Leslie says to clarify for comprehensive project we need to do purpose areas one, five, and six? 



Yes, so, for a comprehensive project needs to be purpose areas one supervised visita�on, five court 
court-based programs, and six civil legal services. 

If you are interested in doing a standard project, it could be five and six. Without purpose area one. 

 

OK, a few more ques�ons, our supervised visita�on and exchange program is under our domes�c 
violence program do we s�ll need an MOU?  

Actually since we are ge�ng several program specific ques�ons, and I know I want to be mindful of �me, 
I'm going to go ahead and have Julie and I respond to the Q&As in the chat and I'm going to have Mo go 
ahead with some of the next slides just so that we can make sure that we capture all the informa�on 
that you all need. 

Maureen Monagle: Thanks Hannah! The grant award period is 36 months. Budgets must reflect 36 
months of project ac�vity and the total es�mated funding on the submited FSF 424 must reflect 36 
months. We an�cipate the award period will start on October 1, 2024. Now as you're working on your 
budgets and applying, please remember standard projects. As stated in the solicita�on standard projects 
are up to $600,000 for the en�re 36 months and comprehensive projects for the or up to $700,000 for 
the en�re 36 months. 

Hannah, next slide. Thanks. New applicants are considered those that have never received direct funding 
under the Jus�ce for Families Program or whose previous Jus�ce for Families funding expired on or 
before January 30, 2024. Con�nua�on applicants are those that have an exis�ng award or an award that 
will close a�er January 30, 2024. Con�nua�on funding is not guaranteed. Please note that grant 
recipients that receive funding as a lead applicant under the Jus�ce for Families Program for 36 months 
in FY 2022 or FY 2023 are not eligible to apply. 

Current grantees with a substan�al amount of unobligated funds remaining -- so that for us would be 
50% or more of your previous award as of March 31, 2024, without adequate jus�fica�on may not be 
considered for funding, or may receive a reduced award amount. If selected for funding in 2024 please 
check with your current grant specialist or grant manager if you have ques�ons about remaining funds. 

Eligibility. Eligible applicants are limited to states, units of local government, courts including juvenile 
courts, Indian Tribal governments, nonprofit organiza�ons, legal service providers, and vic�m service 
providers. Please note that a law enforcement agency is not considered a unit of local government, it 
does not include police departments, Sheriff's departments, proba�on, and parole. Also, prosecutors’ 
offices are not considered courts and therefore cannot serve as the court partner or apply on behalf of a 
court. 

All applicants for the Jus�ce for Families program are required to submit a Cer�fica�on of Eligibility. 
Applicants proposing projects under purpose areas one five or six will be required to submit addi�onal 
cer�fica�on leters. Please read the other program eligibility requirements sec�on in the solicita�on very 
carefully to determine which leters may be required for an applica�on. This informa�on may be found 
on page 14 of the solicita�on. Cer�fica�on leters must be uploaded as separate atachments in just 
grants. Please note that in JustGrants each cer�fica�on has its own labeled place to be uploaded and 
should not be uploaded under the header labeled general. Contact the Jus�ce for Families Program at 



ovw.jff@usdoj.gov if you have ques�ons about cer�fica�on leters sample cer�fica�on leters may be 
found on the OVW website under the Resources for Applicants page. 

All applicants for the Jus�ce for Families Program must include formal partnerships with both a nonprofit 
non-governmental or tribal domes�c violence or sexual assault vic�m service provider. A court 
applica�ons that do not meet this requirement will not be eligible for Jus�ce for Families Program 
funding and will be removed from considera�on. 

Partnerships are formally demonstrated through a memorandum of un understanding or an MOU and in 
some cases a leter of commitment. More informa�on about required partnerships can be found on 
page 16 of the solicita�on. Please note that a governmental vic�m service agency does not qualify as a 
vic�m service provider under the defini�on. Addi�onally, if your organiza�on primarily provides 
supervised visita�on services for families with a history of domes�c violence you may qualify for a vic�m 
service provider. A court partner must be the court and signed by the court authorized representa�ve 
such as the court administrator or presiding or chief judge. A police captain, sheriff, or police officer or 
the Atorney General does not qualify as a representa�ve of the court. As a reminder as stated in the 
solicita�on an Indian Tribal government may submit signed leters of commitment from each partnering 
agency if the Tribal government is unable to submit a memorandum of understanding at the �me of 
applica�on.  

Here are some partnership scenarios to help determine what partnerships are required. If a court is the 
lead applicant it must have a domes�c violence and/or sexual assault vic�m service provider as a project 
partner if a domes�c violence and or sexual vic�m sexual assault vic�m service provider is the lead 
applicant it must have the court as a partner if the lead applicant is neither a domes�c violence, or 
sexual assault vic�m service provider, or a court it, must have partnership with both domes�c violence 
and or sexual assault vic�m service provider and a court. Applica�ons that do not meet this requirement 
will not be eligible for Jus�ce for Families Program funding and will be removed from considera�on. As 
noted, please review the eligible applicant sec�on carefully for the defini�ons of court and vic�m service 
provider. As stated previously please note that a prosecutor's office is not considered. A court vic�m 
service provider must also be a nonprofit non-governmental or tribal organiza�on or a rape crisis center. 
This does not include governmental vic�m service provider located within a government agency police 
department or prosecutor's office. Vic�m service providers must have a documented history of effec�ve 
work concerning domes�c violence, da�ng violence, sexual assault, or stalking, provide direct service to 
vic�ms of domes�c violence, da�ng violence, sexual assault, or stalking as one of their primary purposes 
and have a demonstrated history of effec�ve work in the field. 

Please note there are a few differences between standard and comprehensive projects standard projects 
have a 20-page limit for their proposal narra�ve while comprehensive projects have a 25-page limit. 
Addi�onally, budgets must include funds to atend OVW sponsored training and technical assistance in 
the amount of $115,000 for standard projects and $20,000 for comprehensive projects. Please refer to 
the solicita�on. You will upload all of your informa�on as a proposal narra�ve as an atachment in 
JustGrants. All right, go ahead Hannah. The following items are cri�cal components that must be 
completed and submited in JustGrants. Each applicant must respond to the 11 ques�ons of the pre-
award risk assessment by comple�ng this in JustGrants. The ques�ons can be found on page 51 of the 
solicita�on. Addi�onally, applicants are required to complete the applicant ques�onnaire in JustGrants 
those ques�ons can also be found in the solicita�on on page 54. Applicants should provide the most 



accurate answers to all ques�ons listed. Finally, the summary data sheet is also required to be submited 
in JustGrants. We like to specifically bring your aten�on to ques�on number seven, which request 
applicants to iden�fy the percentage of grant ac�vi�es that will address domes�c violence, da�ng 
violence, sexual assault stalking, and child abuse. 

The proposal abstract will be entered in a text box in JustGrants but s�ll should be no more than two 
pages double spaced. Applicants are strongly encouraged but not required to use the template provided 
in the solicita�on for the abstract this template can be found on page 19 of the solicita�on. In the 
proposal narra�ve this includes several ques�ons and all and all should be responded to unless clearly 
marked if applicable. Applicants will upload the proposal narra�ve as an atachment in JustGrants. 
Applicants should also include a header and the response to the ques�ons asked in each sec�on listed in 
the solicita�on the “what will be done” sec�on includes ques�ons for all applicants and there are 
addi�onal ques�ons for each purpose area you are applying to. Please read the specifics of this sec�on 
which can be found on page 19 of the solicita�on.  

The budget worksheet and budget narra�ve will be some as atachments in JustGrants. A few things to 
consider when developing your budgets. Unless otherwise stated in your MOU or in the leter of 
commitment are all of your project partners compensated. Another ques�on to ask is has your project 
adequately included the adequate funds to address accessibility. We'd also like to note, and this is stated 
in the solicita�on, you must include at least the minimum amounts of funds stated in the solicita�on to 
support those with disabili�es funds addressing access to support individuals who are Deaf and hard of 
hearing and funds to support language access for interpreta�on or transla�on services. If you are not 
reques�ng funds for accessibility, we recommend you include a statement in the budget of the other 
resources you have available to ensure meaning access for persons with disabili�es those who are Deaf 
or hard of hearing or and or who are limited with in limited in English proficiency. 

Your memorandum of understanding and your leters of commitment. Applicants are generally required 
to submit an MOU, a document containing the terms of the partnership and the roles and 
responsibili�es between two or more par�es. We recognize that courts are o�en precluded from signing 
on to an MOU they may submit a leter of commitment in lieu of an MOU. Tribal governments may 
submit a signed leter of commitment from each partnering agency. If they are unable to submit 
assigned MOU at the �me of applica�on if selected for funding the Tribal government will be required to 
submit an MOU signed by all project partners as a deliverable post award in JustGrants. Please note the 
leters of commitments submited in an MOU under “circumstances other than those described” in the 
solicita�on will not be accepted. Here's a few scenarios for the MOU. If the court is the lead applicant 
and unable to sign, all project partners should submit an LOC and MOU is required if the court is a 
project partner and unable to sign an MOU, the lead applicant should s�ll submit an MOU signed by the 
applicant and any other non-court partners.  The court partner can submit a leter of commitment if the 
nonprofit non-governmental or Tribal domes�c violence and or sexual assault vic�m service provider is 
the lead applicant, and the only other project partner is the court the court should submit an MOU. The 
lead applicant is not required to submit an MOU or an LOC. The solicita�on provides detailed guidance 
on what an MOU and or a leter of commitment should contain including the formal partnerships with 
both nonprofit non-governmental or Tribal domes�c violence and sexual assault vic�m service provider 
and the court. You will find guidance on what the MOU must contain on page 27 of the solicita�on you 
can also contact the Jus�ce for Families Program at OVW.JFF@usdoj.doj.gov if you have ques�ons about 
MOU’s or leters of commitment. 



OVW Grant Financial Management Division or GFMD is involved in reviewing the applica�ons. GFMD 
reviews the following informa�on required of all applica�ons. In the pre-award risk assessment, which is 
submited directly in JustGrants. There are 11 ques�ons with mul�ple parts to each ques�on. Most 
common issues we'd like to help you avoid are informa�on that is not provided in the risk assessment 
show up when there's a brief list of the policies and procedures are not provided, the budgeted versus 
actual process is not provided, the applicant’s record reten�on policy is not provided, or an individual 
primarily responsible for the fiscal and administra�ve regula�on and oversight lack knowledge and the 
rules and understandings. The applicant ques�onnaire which can be found on page 55 of the solicita�on 
is also submited online via JustGrants and ask applicants to provide basic informa�on about the 
organiza�on applying for funding. The summary data sheet requests informa�on related to the 
applicant's single audit, the threshold and the under the fiscal year, item number six request a statement 
related to the IRS three-step safe harbor procedure and disclosure process related to execu�ve 
compensa�on.  

Applicants must upload the required documents as budget financial atachments in JustGrants. There is a 
sample disclosure leter available for you. Please review all ques�ons for the pre-award risk assessment, 
the applicant ques�onnaire, and the summary data sheet to ensure you have provided the requested 
informa�on. GFMD has worked to develop a detailed webinar presenta�on on how to assist applicants in 
developing a budget to be submited with their OVW applica�ons. They want to help reduce any 
challenges you may have or face with the budget and make it clear what they look for when they review 
your budget. This webinar provides some insight as to what OVW financial staff considers during their 
review. The webinar can be found in the OVW website under the budget informa�on sec�on of the OVW 
Resources for Applicants page. They also provide informa�on on what can be found for the 2 CFR part 
200. Another resource we ask you to consider is the DOJ Financial Guide. This was updated in 2023 and 
as well as program specific informa�on in the solicita�on. 

We know this can be a lot of informa�on to process so if you have ques�ons about the GFMD 
informa�on discussed please feel free to contact the GFMD help desk. The number and the emails 
provided. The number is 1-888-514 8556 and the email is ovw.gfmd.doj.gov.  

When you're ready to apply applicants may find this funding opportunity on Grants.gov by using the 
assistance lis�ng number, which is 16.02. You can search for the Grants.gov opportunity number or the 
�tle of the solicita�on all of which can be found on the cover page the FY 2024 solicita�on. 

Applica�on submission process is a two-step process. Applica�on materials will be submited in 
JustGrants and in Grants.gov. In JustGrants, we recommend star�ng the applica�on process even if it's 
just the registra�on process for Grants.gov and JustGrants as soon as possible, especially if you are 
unfamiliar and learning the JustGrants system. Please read the solicita�on carefully to understand all 
steps required to submit an applica�on. At the and the �me to complete those steps some steps such as 
obtaining a Unique En�ty Iden�fier, or the UEI number, or registering for the System for Award 
Management or Grants.gov may take several days to complete we recommend applica�on applicants 
begin this process as soon as possible but no later than the date suggested in the app in the solicita�on. 

All applicants must complete the applica�on for federal assistance for the SF424 in Grants.gov. The 
specific informa�on required for this step is included in the informa�on to complete the applica�on for 
federal assistance sec�on of the solicita�on. This informa�on can be found on page 18 of the solicita�on. 
Applicants must also complete and submit the disclosure of lobbying ac�vi�es in Grants.gov. A�er 



submi�ng these forms, the applicant will receive an email no�fica�on from JustGrants to complete the 
rest of the applica�on in JustGrants. If the applicant is a new user to JustGrants, the email will include 
instruc�ons on registering with JustGrants. Applicants will submit the full applica�on including 
atachments and JustGrants applicants will enter some applica�on informa�on directly into text boxes in 
the system, fill out web-based forms, and upload documents as atachments. 

We've included the following major elements of applica�on. Examples of what the applicants will submit 
in JustGrants. They include the proposal abstract which will be entered in as a text box, the summary 
data sheet will be completed in JustGrants, the applicant ques�onnaire will also be completed in 
JustGrants. The proposal narra�ve will be uploaded as an atachment, the budget worksheet and budget 
narra�ve will be uploaded as atachments, the memorandum of understanding and or the leters of 
commitment will be uploaded as atachments. Please read the solicita�on carefully for other 
documenta�ons required or when applicable. In addi�on to the major elements that I've just listed other 
documents will be required such as the cer�fica�ons to be uploaded the applica�on checklist can be 
found on page 36 of the solicita�on. 

In JustGrants, each applying en�ty will have an assigned en�ty administrator who is responsible for 
managing en�ty level informa�on and assigning roles in the system. The en�ty administrator is also the 
point of contact designated in sam.gov. For more informa�on on registering with JustGrants, please refer 
to the website Jus�cegrants@usdoj.gov within 24 hours of JustGrants receiving your applica�on from 
grants.gov, the user submi�ng the applica�on in grants.gov and the sam.gov will receive an email to 
register for a JustGrants account. The email is from a DOJ’s secure user management system Diamond 
and will include instruc�ons on how to create your account. To ensure that you receive these emails and 
that they are not flagged for spam we recommend adding Diamond.noreply@usdoj.gov to the trusted 
sender list in your email se�ngs. The point of contact at the applicant organiza�on serves as the en�ty 
administrator and must logged in log in to JustGrants to confirm the en�ty's profile and add users the 
user submi�ng the applica�on in grants.gov serves as the applica�on submiter within minutes of 
comple�ng your JustGrants account registra�on. The applica�on submiter and point of contact will 
receive an email from JustGrants with a link to the applica�on started in JustGrants. The grants.gov 
registra�on alternately the applicant submiter can log into JustGrants and locate your pending 
applica�on the number digits excluding the word grant. We've provided you example of what the 
applica�on tracking number will look like the en�ty administrator will need to log into JustGrants to 
review the authorized representa�ves associated with the en�ty. If an authorized representa�ve needs 
to be invited, the en�ty administrator will need to invite the individual to receive a JustGrants account. 
Note that an organiza�on can have more than one authorized representa�ve as long as those individuals 
have documented authority to sign an agreement with the federal government. These ac�ons are 
required before an applica�on is submited within minutes being invited to be an authorized 
representa�ve. The individual will receive an email from Diamond.noreply@usdoj.gov with instruc�ons 
on how to create an account in DOJ’s secure user management system once the authorized 
representa�ve receives the email and completes the steps to create an account.  The authorized 
representa�ve will be available in JustGrants the applica�on submiter will need to complete the 
applica�on by entering data on into the web-based forms uploading atachments and accep�ng the 
assurances and cer�fica�ons the applica�on submiter will also need to select the authorized 
representa�ve or representa�ves from your organiza�on once all sec�ons are completed the applica�on 
submiter will submit the applica�on upon successful submission of an applica�on the applica�on 



submiter en�ty administrator and authorized representa�ve will receive an email from JustGrants 
confirming the submission of an applica�on. We strongly encourage applicants to begin the applica�on 
submission process at least 48 hours before each deadline both the grants.gov and JustGrants deadline is 
applicable. Failure to do so may result in missing a deadline and therefore not be considered for funding. 

The Department of Jus�ce has made a collec�on of self-guided training resources including training and 
a virtual ques�on-and-answer session on applica�on submission. Those resources are available at the 
website displayed on the slide. Recipients of OVW funds must comply with applicable federal civil rights 
laws which among other things prohibit recipients from discrimina�ng on the basis of na�onal origin and 
disability. This includes taking reasonable steps to ensure meaningful access to grantees programs and 
ac�vi�es. For individuals with disabili�es, Deaf individuals and persons with limited English proficiency, 
applicants must include funds or other resources in their budget to support ac�vi�es to ensure access 
for individuals with disabili�es death and heart of hearing individuals and persons with limited English 
proficiency. 

As a reminder again the applica�ons are due on February 1st and must be submited by 8:59 p.m. Eastern 
Time. Applica�ons submited a�er 8:59 p.m. Eastern Time on February 1st will not be considered for 
funding.  

Please carefully review the how to apply and the submission dates and �me sec�on for applicant ac�ons 
with required deadlines and OVW policy on late submissions. This important informa�on starts on page 
30 of the solicita�on. As a reminder we encourage submissions of all applica�on components at least 48 
hours before each deadline, both grants.gov and JustGrants. This will enable applicants to receive no�ce 
of a failed submission and provide an opportunity to correct an error before the applicable deadline. 

If you have any programma�c ques�ons a�er reviewing the solicita�on in full such as whether your 
en�ty is eligible to apply or par�cular ac�vity is allowable under this program, please contact the OVW 
Jus�ce for Families Program by emailing OVW JFF.usdoj.gov or by calling the number provided on the 
PowerPoint.  

If you have financial ques�ons, you may contact OVW's Grants Financial Management Division by 
emailing ovw.gfmd@usdoj.gov or by calling the phone number listed for technical assistance with 
grants.gov. Please contact the grants.gov applicant support line by emailing support JustGrants.gov or by 
calling the helpline number listed if you need technical assistance with JustGrants please contact OVW 
JustGrants support by emailing OVW DOJ JustGrants support all one word at us doj.gov or by calling the 
number we've provided on the PowerPoint. 

That brings us to the end of our presenta�on, and I know we have been busy with the ques�on and 
answers are there any other ques�ons to ask and Hannah. I'm going to mute so I can go a drink of water. 

Hannah Puffer: Yes, thank you so much, Mo. So as Mo men�oned, I know we've had several ques�ons 
and answers in the chat, but we do have a few more minutes um so if you have any addi�onal ques�ons 
please go ahead and put them in the chat. We will con�nue to answer them for the dura�on of our �me, 
and again, as Mo men�oned if you have any addi�onal ques�ons that come up a�er we wrap up our 
�me today, please don't hesitate to reach out to the emails that are listed on this slide. And also, I know 
if a couple of folks have asked if the Q&A will be available. Yes, the recording as well as all of the Q&A 
and the transcript will be posted on OVW website. 



 

Again, thank you all so much for your �me and as we men�oned before if you think of any other 
ques�ons, you can contact the JFF team. Our email is listed there at ovw.jff@usdoj.gov. if you have any 
financial ques�ons again, you can contact GFMD ovw.gfmd@usdoj.gov. 

Thank you again so much for your �me and we hope you have a good rest of your day. 

mailto:ovw.gfmd@usdoj.gov
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