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[“BY THE COURT:

I understood what he said., Go along. Overruled.
BY THE WITNESS:
Now he said that he had orders to check on that car,
said it had been said that some white people riding
in the car with them,
BY MR. DOAR:
’Q Wﬁat did Mr. Walker say to him?
A Mr. Wilson? |
Q Wilson, yes. |
# Well he told him that hadn't beenvany white
people in his car.
Q  And what race are Mr. and Mrs. Wilson?
BY MR. WEIR:

Your Honor please, could we have the hearing of this
testimony outside the presence of the jury to
determine whether or not its admissible and relevant?
BY THE COURT:
I am holding that it is admissible,
BY MR. WEIR:
Yes sir, then may I have a continuing objection
without object each time a question is asked?

BY THE COURT:

Yes sir, You may have a continuing objection and let

it be overruled,

William A, Dovis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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BY MR. DOAR:
Q What race are the Wilson?
They are negroes.

And then what, if anything, else was said?

oo

N, I don't, I can't remember of anything else only
he came over that same statement to them just like
he did me when I first met him at the car. He

told them if they was down there and that they knev
what was going on around here and they did too

and says if yall are down here for an vthing like
that well we are just not going to have it.

BY THE COURT:

You told us that ence. Let's get to something else,
BY MR. DOAR:
Q  Did Mr. Barnette say anything?
A No, He asked the lady why didn't she write in
about it and try to get it stopped/
Q@  And what did she say?
A Well, she told him that they wasn't taking any

part in the civil rights activities no way no how.

BY MR. DOAR:
Thank you.

BY MR. WEIR:

Court please, I renew my objection, move the Court to

exclude it and instruct the jury not to consider it,

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jockson, Miss.
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BY THE COURT:

Overruled,
BY MR, WEIR:

I also move the Court to grant a mistrial.
BY THE COURT:

That's overruled too,

Any cross examination?

(Whereupon witness exéused)

HAROLD B. HOLLEY, called as a witness for and on

behalf of Plaintiff, was sworn and testified as

follows:

BY MR. OWEN:

Direct Examination

Q  Would you state your name please?

o

Harold B. Holley,
In 1964 where did you live?
Philadelphia,

Whet was your job during the year 1964?

City policeman,

ES I T S o

Now were on you duty on June 21, 19647

=

I was.

Q@ Now what were your hours of duty?

A, Four in the afternoon until twelve midnight.

Q  Now, generally would you tell the Court and Jury

what you did on duty, whether you patrolled or

Williom A. Davis. Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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BY MR. WEIR:

did you run the radio or what you did?

Well, I patrolled except on Sunday, I was on

the radio part time that Sunday night?

Did you remember what time you went on: the radio
that Sunday hight?

Around 9:00 o'cloék, 9:15 or something like that.
Now, did you stay on the radio that night?

Until twelve o'clock or twelve fifteen, something
like that,

Now, between nine o'clock and midnight, how many
city policemen were on duty that night?

Two.‘

Who were there?

Myself and Richard Willis.

Can you point out Richard Willis here in this
courtroom?

Right there.

How many men from the end?

He's the third man.

That's all the questions I have, Your Honor.

Just a moment, Your Honor.

BY THE COURT:

Any cross?

BY MR. WEIR:
No sir.

William A. Dovis, Official Court Reporter, Jockson, Miss.
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(Whereupon witness excused)

DELMAR DENNIS, called as a witness for and on behalf

of Plaintiff, was sworn and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. DOAR:
Q  Would you tell the Court and jury your full name?
Delmar Dennis.
Where do you live?
3228-46th Street, 'Mcridian.

What is your eccupation?

> o P o B

I'm a minister,
BY THE COURT:
Let me get your name again please sir?
BY THE WITNESS:
Dennis, Delmar Dennis.
BY THE COURT:
Thank you.
BY MR. DOAR:
Q How long have you lived in Mississippi?
A. ALl of my life,
Q  Where were you raised?
A I was raised in Scott County, Mississippi.
Q  How long have you been, excuse me, how old are
you?

A 27.

William A. Davis. Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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How long have you been a minister?

Since I was 14. 13 years sir.

What churches have you held or had in State of
Mississippi?

I have servéd churches in the Southern Baptist
Denomination, the Methodist and the Southern
Methodist,

And. where did you have those‘churches?

In Scott County, Leake County, JQSper.County,
Neshoba County and Lauderdale County.

When were you a minister in Neshoba County?

I was there for about 6 months in 1960,

What is your present church?

I'm not pastoring a church at the present time?
What was the last church that you were pastor of?
The First Southern Methodist Qhurch in Meridian,
When were you pastor of that church?

I was pastor of that church on October 7 of 64
so it has been a little less than 3 years,

Do you any writing?

Yes, some,

And this is in connection with your work?

Yes,

Are you a member of the White Knights of the Ku

Klux Klan?

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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A I have been up to the present time, yes sir.

Q When did you join the White Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan?

A In March of 1964,

Q And where did you poin?

A Joined at the Cash Salvage Store on b65th Avenue
in Meridian.

Q and can you look around in the courtroom on the
inside of the rail and tell me whetherganyone
sitting there was present gt that meeting of
the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan when you
joined?

A Edgar Ray Killen was present, Wayne Roberts,
Frank Herndon. |

Q Anyoné else?

A, Pete Harris.

Q Can you identify those for the Court by counting
down.

BY THE COURT:

Who was the last one?
BY THE WITNESS:

Pete Harris,=
BY THE COURT:

Thank you.

BY THE WITNESS:

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporier, Juckson, Miss,
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The first person on the end Wayne Roberts, the
fifth is Pete Harris, the 7th is Edgar Ray
Killen and Frank Herndon is over here in his
pajamas,

Who had charge of the meeting?

Edgar Ray Killen,

BY THE COURT:

Who

is Pete Harris?

BY THE WITNESS:

James Harris, I believe,

BY MR. DOAR:

Q

Can you tell me the purpese of that first
meeting of the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan?
Yes, Mr. Killen explained, first of all what a
fine organization that it was that it stood

for christianity and American comstitution and

that it was for the purpese of segregation and

preservation of the white race.

Was anything else said by Mr, Killen at that
meeting?

Quite a bit was said by Mr. Killen at that
meeting and at other meetings.

I'm just asking you about this meeting?

Mr. Killen administered the ocath te these that

Williom A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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wished to join and explained other things,

Did you join?

I did.

Did you get a number?

I did,

What was your number?

Number thirty-two.,

Did Mr. Killen explain the Klan action?

After the swearing in ceremony he explained that
it was an organization of action mo Boy Sceout
group, that we were here to do budiness,

Did he explain what he meant by that?

He said there would be things that the Klan would
need to do and would de and among those would be
the burning Crosses, people would need to be
beaten and occasienally there would have to be
elimination.

What did he mean by elimination?

He meant killing a person.

BY MR. BUCKLEY:

Your Honor may it please the Court I'm going to object

to this testimony, telling what someone had mentioned,

BY THE COURT:

He said he said it so I'1l overrule your objection.,

BY MR. DOAR:

William A Navic Nfficinl Coiirt Ranarter  farksan Mise
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Q Did he explain how varieus types of action

would be approved?
BY MR WEIR:
Now if Your Honor please we object te various actions
and ask the Court to ask him to defin# it jubt as to
the action in this case.
BY THE COURT:

Well I assume that's what his question calls for.

- BY MR DOAR:

Q Did he say how the actien was described in your
answer to my labt question?

BY MR. WEIR:

And I object again if Yeur Homer please.
BY THE COURT:

Overruled,
BYMR, WEIR:

May I have a continuing objection.
BY THE COURT:

Yes and it stands everruled.
BY THE WITNESS:

A. He explained that any project that was carried
out by the Klan had to be approved by the Klan,
that no person was to do anything on their own
and if they did, they would not receive any

protection or any money or any help whatsoever

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

181

22

23

24

25

761

from the Klan.,
Q Did he say whe would approve these proejcts?
BY MR. BUCKLEY:

Your Henor please the Court I would iject to the

testimony of this witness be used against anyone until

and unless it is shown to be a part of this, uh,
| .as they are alleged, a conspiracy or a plot.

BY THE COURT:
I understand that's what he's trying‘to prove so I'll
overrule your objection Counsel.

BY MR, HENDRICKS:
If it please the Court we object to his leading type
questions.

BY THE COURT:
Overruled. Let's get along gentlemen, let's don't
give rise to so many frivilous type objectiomns.

BY MR. DOAR:

Q  Would you answer?

A. Could you repeat the question please?

Q Can you explain the type of approval for the
various types of action of the Klan procedure
which you have discussed?

A, Yes, a person would report to the iocal Klavern
and thenext meeting after he decieded that

certain things should be done it would be
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voted on by the group and if approved then it
would be carried out by those whe velunteered to
carry out and this included cross burnings and
occasional beatings, but the elimination was
reserved by the ruling of the State Organization
and after approval a locq@l Klavern it had to

be approved by the state.

Q Now after the approval, I1'll withdraw that. Did
you attend any subsequent meetings of the Klan
prier to June 21, 19647

A I did.

Q Where did you attend those meetings.

Q Seme of them were held at the cash salvage store,
seme of them were held at Harrison Box House,
some of them were in the trailer at Frank
Herndon,

Q  Now, would yeu look around and tell us if any
of these people sitting here were present at any
of those meetings?

BY MR. BUCKLEY:

Your Honor, we object unless the date and time and

place is stated. 1Its not relevant unless it is shown

that it was during the period of the alleged coenspirac

or plot,

BY THE COURT:

ER———

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporier, Jackson, Miss,
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Yes, let's keep this within a time range.

BY MR. DOAR:

Q  During the period from March 26 through June 21,

1964, 1'1ll ask you about your attendance at

any of these meetings and if any of the defendants

here were present with you at these meetings?

A Other than those already named?

QG  Other than those already named.

A Mr. B. L. Akin was present at some of those
meetings.

BY MR, HENDRICKS:
We object unless he gives a time and place of
meetings if the Court please.
BY MR, DOAR:
Q Which ene is Mr, B. L. Akin?
A Mr. Akin is the fourth man on the row there.
BY THE COURT:
Which meetings did Mr. Akin attend.
BY THE WITNESS:

A.  He was in attendance at several of the meetings
during the period from March 26th to June 21st
some being held at the cash salvage store.

BY THE COURT:
Your objection is overruled.

BY MR. HENDRICKS:

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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Well, he'll get around to that, he can't tell you

If it please the Court he hasn't given us any

dates and who was there?

that all in one breath Counsel.

BY MR. DOAR:

Q

Q

A

Can you tell us the dates of any of the meetings
that Mr. Akin was there?

Mr. Akin was present at‘the meetings, one or more
during the month of April held in the cash
salvage store.

When were the meetings ordinarily held?

The first meetings were usually held oﬁ a Tuesday
or Thursday night, but they rotaﬁed the night as
well as the place of meetings?

Were they regular weekly meetings?

They were weekly meetings, yes sir,

BY MR. HENDRICKS:

If it please the Court he stated one or more meetings

in April and we would like for him toe testify as to

the date,

BY THE COURT:

I would expect that you would find that out on cross

examinatien Counsel.

BY MR. DOAR:
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A,

Who was the leader of the meetings during the
April date 1964 at Meridian?

Edgar Ray Killen was the leader or the Kleagle
for the first few weeks as we were still organi-
zing and after that the officers of the local
Klavern were in charge.

Now, did you knoew a man named Mickey Schwerner?

I did not know him.

Did yeu know ef him?

Yes sir, |

Did you ever hear any discussien of Mickey
Schwerner at Klan meetings prior to June 21, 19641
Yes sir there were several discussions about him.
Now could you fix the time and the place of those
several meetings and tell us who was present at
the meetings, the dates of the first meeting and
if there were others?

Sometimes in early April 1964 at cash salwmage
Store. After Mr. Killen had explained the approw
of eliminatien process it was suggested by someon
in the meeting.

Let me ask you if you could tell us those who wer
in the meeting?

Those that 1 have already identified.

Would you name those again for us?

M mrn A Dimsic ALfininl Canrd Damactar  lmackemn Aise
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A Wayne Roberts, Pete Harris, Edgar Ray Killen,

Frank Herndon, B. L. Akin.

Q Now what was said?

A. It was explained that it was necessary for a
project te be approved at which time somebody
in the grou, and I do not remember who it was
or if it was one of the defendants, said that
Hé believed we should vete on the elimination
of "Goatee,"

Q And who was Ghatee?

A, Goatee was MichaelASéhwerner.

BY MR, WEIR:
I object unless it was shown that one of the
defendants was present.

BY THE COURT:
Overruled,

BY MR. DOAR:

Q Whatif anything was said by Preacher Killen.

A He said that we were not yet organized in a
Klavern and it would not be necessary for a
local Klavern to approve that project that it
had already been approved by the State Officers
of the Klan and had been made a part of their
program and it would be taken care of,

Q Now was Mickey Schwerner discussed at a sub~

Williom A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jockson, Miss.
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sequent meeting prior to June 21, 19647

He was.,

And where was that meeting heid?

There was a meeting in early May held at Frank
Herndon's trailer, at that time parked behind

the Longhern.

What is the Longhorn?

The Lenghorn is a drive inn restuarant.

And did any ef the defendants work there?

Frank Hernden was running the Longhorn at that
time.

And who was present at this meeting?

Frank Hernden and Pete Harris.

And what was said?

It was said that even ébeugh the State had approve:
the eliminatien of Schwerner that nothing had been
done about it and they were wondering if anything
was goeing to be done about it or who had volunteer
to take care of the job.

Now when was the third time eor was there anotherx
time that Mickey Schwerner was discussed?

This is prior to June 21st?

June 2lst.

It was believed on June 16th that he was in

Neshoba County. It was mentioned there that he
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BY MR.

BY THE

BY MR,

might be present in the Mount Zion Church.

And where was that meeting?

A, That meeting was held in an abandoned or vacant

gym in Neshoba County.

Q Now, referring to, strike that.

On the 16th of

June tell us about that meeting at the Bloomo

Schoel?

HENDRICKS:

We object. He didn't name the schooi, Your Honor,

He's putting words in his mouth,

COURT:

Rephrase your question.

DOAR:

Q Tell us about this meeting that was held in

Neshoba County, just tell us how you got there,

who you went with among the defendants, who you

saw then you got there among the defendants.

A Frank Hernden called and told me that we had

been invited to a visit in a meeting of the

Neshoba Klavern and for us to meet at the Long-

horn early that afternoon and go in as few a

cars as possible and so we started to meet there

oh before sundown that day and I went in a car, there

were five of us in that car, was Vayne Roberts

is the only one who is a defendant in this case.

B mmn A Pmaiic W imd
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There were other peeple in the car?

There were.

And did another car go?

Mr. B. L. Akin took a éar in which there were othe
people.

And were any other of the defendants in Mr. Akin's
car if you know?

I denit know thét they went in this car,

And when you got te, will you jﬁst tell in your
own words what happened that night?

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Killen.
Let me ask you where did you go first?

We went first te the H & H Restuarant which im

on Highway 19 just as we are going into Philadel-
phia.

And what happened there?

We met with some people from Neshoba County.
Edgar Ray Killen is the only one that I recall
that I knew and we had a cup of coffee and then
drove out to the gym.

And where was the Bym?

It was out Highway 16 east for a few miles and th
turned south.

And how far did you go south, if you recall?

I don't recall but it was only a little ways afte

e e b 1 o s e
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we turned off of Highway 16,

Do you know the name of the place you went to?
No sir.

Can you describe it?

It was a gym that had once been a part of a school
system there was consolidated, no longer in use,
it was not lighted except by the lights that
ﬁeré provided at the meeting.

And what time of day or night waé it?

Well, by this time it was between eight and nine
o'cleck and dark,

Did yeu go inside the gym?

Yes sir.

About hew many people were present?

I would say more than 75.

And can you tell me if any of the other defendants
were present?

Mr, Akin was there and Pete Harris and Frank
Herndon.

Anyone else?

I don't recall anybody else., Uh let's see.

Mr. Killen of course was there and Hop Barnette
was there,

Anybody else from Meridian?

I don't recall anybody else from Meridian that's

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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A

a defendant.

And would you pick out Mr. Hop Barnette for the
Court and Jury?

He's sitting bf,Mr. Akin. He's the fourth one
down from the left over hera,

Who is he sitting next to on the other side?

Sam Bowers,

Now, what did Mr. Killen say at that meeting?
Well, they called the meeting te-order and started
to make some routine announcements and was
interrupted shortly after the meeting.

And who interrupted him?

Hop Barnette,

And what did Hop Barnette say?

He said that on the way over to the meeting that h
had passed the Mount Zien Church and there was a
meeting being held and there must be an important
meeting because the church was heavily guarded and
he wanted to present the what he had found te the
group and see what they wanted to do about it.

And what was said then?

Edgar Ray Killen asked if the group through that
anything should be done about it and some person
in the group suggested that there probably were

civil rights workers inthe church or it would not
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have been heavily guarded and it was agreed that

something would be done-~---
BY MR. HENDRICKS:
We object to what someone said unless he's a member
of one of these defendants.
BY THE COURT:

Yes, I sustain the objection.

BY MR. DOAR:

Q What was said in the presence of the defendaﬁts
that you have named?
A Yes sir,.
BY MR, HENDRICKS:
Move to exclude that, Yeur Hener, and ask the juxry
to disregard it.
BY THE COURT:
I will overrule it as to those persons who are defend
in this case who were present. Otherwise I will
sustain.
BY MR. DOAR:
Q Then what happened?
A They asked for volunteers to go out to the church
BY MR. PIGFORD:
We object, Your Homor, he just said they did.
BY THE WITNESS:

Edgar Ray Killen asked for volunteers.

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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BY THE COURT:

Overruled. Go aleng. Wait for the Court to rule sir.

BY THE WITNESS:
Yes sir, Cos ‘

BY MR. PIGFORD:
I'm sorry, Yeur Homor. I didn'tunderstand YG;r
ruling.

BY THE COURT:
I overrulkd your objection. I was just complaining of
the witness not giving the Court an opportunity to
rule on an objectien.

BY MR, DOAR:
Q Whe went out to the, who left the meeting?

BY MR, WEIR:
Your Honor please, I understand that my objection
still continues yet and omn through the testimony of
this witness and the objectien being that this
involves a church incident apparently and not some-
thing alleged in the indictment and that's the
grounds of my objection and it has no commectinm, I
den't want to burden the Court and keep objections.
I do want to protect my record.

BY THE COURT:
Yes sir. All right, I will overrule your objection,

BY MR, WEIR:




10
11
12
13
14
15

16

22

23

241

25

/74

BY MR. DOAR:

A.

Thank you.

Who left fhe church among the defendants?

Wayne Reberts is the only one of the defmndants
that I definitely knew left the place.

Any of the people from Neshoba Countj? ‘

Mr. Barnette left with the greup and-ﬁilly Wayne
Pesey from Philadelphia also went with the greup.
And de you see Billy Wayne Poseyrin the court room
Yes, he's the one, twe, three, the fifth persen
from my left in the row.

Cén you tell me whether the men that left were
armed?

They were armed.

How iong were they gone?

Sir, I wouldn't know exactly but I would say be-
tween 45 minutes and an hour.

Did they come back?

They did. |

And did they again assemble in the abandoned hh,
gym?

Yes sir.

BY MR. BUCKLEY:

Your Honor please the Court, object to leading the

witness. He's leading.
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BY THE COURT:
2 Overruled.

3| BY MR. DOAR:

4 Q And what, if anything, was said then in the pre~
5 sence of the defendénts that you have named?

6  73 A, A report was given to what teook place at the

7 L church.

8 | Q And who gave the report?

90 A, Billy Birdseng frem Meridiano

10 Q  And what did he say?

11| BY MR. WATKINS:

12 We object, Your Honor. Billy Birdseng is not a

13 defendant in this case #nd may be a government wit-
14 ness fef all I know and what he said is hearsay and
15 impreper as against my defendants.

16| BY THE COURT:
17 Well I won't admit it for the truth of what he said
18 but I will let him answer as to what he said,

191 BY THE WITNESS:

20 He said that the group from Meridian was guarding one
21 of the exists from the church and that all of the

22 negroes who came out of the church and left by way of
23 exit guarded by Meridian group were beaten and that
24 it was his understanding that those who left by

25 way of the exit guarded by Neshoba County men---
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BY MR. HENDRICKS:

We object, Your Honmer, to his understanding. This is
the worst of hearsay.
BY THE COURT:

Heis making a report and I am saying that that repert

is notjevidence or proof of anything that the report

said happened, but I am letting it in for the purpose
of showing the report and what it was.*ﬁééﬁggead.
BY THE WITNESS: |

And he Billy Birdsong who was making the report

objected te the fact that those guarding the exits

from Nesheba County had net beaten anyone who came
eut that way and he stated very heatedly that he
disapproved of this, that he didn't like it at all,
he theught that they should have been beatem,

BY MR. DOAR:

Q What, if anything, was said by anyone else?

A, Billy Wayne Pesey said it was his understanding
when they left the gym to go te the church they
were te get anybedy there that was white and
that no white person came out the exit he was
guarded, and, therefore, mo one was beaten.

Q Did yeu observe anything about any of the defen-
dants that night that they came back from the

church te the meeting?

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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BY MR. BUCKLEY:
We object Your Honer, he's just asking him for
anything.
BY THE COURT:
Yes, I think you had better be g LITTLE mere specific.
BY MR. DOAR:

Q Did yeu netice anything, or what if anything did
you notice ab@ut-anyvéf the:défcndants thaﬁycame
back that went up there with youvffom MéridianZ

A.  Wayne Reberts had bloed on his‘hands, or knﬁckies

and he told me he got this when he was beating a

13

14

15

16

23

24

25

nigger.

Q  What did you de then?

A, Well, shertly after ﬁhe repert it was agreed that
we had better leave the building so the meeting
broke up,

Q What did yeu do then?

A I get in the car in Birdsong and came back te
Meridian and--

Q@ Who else was in the car?

A B. C, Lyles, Wayne Roberts and Dick Warner,

Q Was anything said about what happened out at
the church in Mr. Robert's presence on the way
heme?

A Yes.



10

11

12

22

23

24

25

778

> £ P o

;b

What was that?

Birdseng wemt back threugh the speech again he
had made in the gym and expressed his disapproval
ef the way it was handled at the other exit and
told these of us that were in the car that they
had certainly taken care ef the emes that came
out the exit where they were, that they hdd

taken care eof theirs.

What did Wayne Reberts say?

He agreed that they were well beaten and well
stomped, He said there was one exception te what
Birdsong had said that was one old negro woman
wasn't beaten,

Now do you Kknow Sheriff Rainey?

I de,

When did you first knew him?

I first knew him early in the summer of 1963,

And do you know Cecil Price?

I do.

Can yeu pick them out here in the courtroem and
tell me where they are sitting?

Mr, Rainey is secend from the ieft, and Mr., Price
is sixth frem the right, right there,

And do you knew whether or net they are members of

the White Knights of the Ky Klux Klan?
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A I knew them as members.
Q Can you tell me where they were members prier te
June 21, 19647
A, Yes sir, they were.
Can yeu tell me hew you knew they were members?
A I first was teld that they were members and then
I talked withthem absut Klan business, in
Philadelphia. |
BY MR. WEIR:
Your Hemer, I ebject te what he was teld.
BY THE COURT:
Yes, that is net relevant members of the Jury what
he was teold se yeu may disregard that, what he was
teld,
BY MR. DOAR:
Q Can you tell us when yeu talked to either Deputy
Price of Sheriff Rainey?
BY MR, ALFORD:
Your Heoner please, we ebject te that for the reasen
that this man ef his ewn testimeny new peses himself
as an investigater for the government and te try te
induce his statement witheut conferming in anyway
the requirements of law weuld be preper, it amounts
to in affect a confession.

BY THE COURT:

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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BY THE COURT:

Overruled.,

BY THE WITNESS:

A

A

Q

My brether was living in Philadelphia at the time
and I was there to visit him and this is where I
fist met Mr. Rainey and I drepped by and visited
with him several times while I was in Philadelphi.:
Wés this prier te June 21lst?

A feﬁ times prier te June 2lst, yes sir.

Now, have you furnished infermation te the
Federal Bureau of Investigation abeut activities
ef the White Knights ef the Ku Klux Kjan?

I have.

And when did yeu first started furnishing this

infermatien te the F. B, I?

A

Q

In Nevember of 1964,

And have you been paid anything for this infer-
matieﬁ?

I have,

And hew long a peried of time have you furnished
infermatien?

Its almost three years, since November, 1964,
And how were you paid?

I was paid en the basis of expenses inwurred

and information obtained,
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De yeu knew about hew much yeu've been paid?
A.  Appreximately five theusand dellars a year.,
Q  And have you continued to furnish infermatien
to the Bureau up te the present time?
A. I have,
Q De you knew any of the other defendants as members
of the White Knights ef the Ku Klux Klan?
A Sir, I believe I've named thése that I knew are
members of the White Knights.
Q Now after the June 21st, 1964,'&18 you have any
I'll withdraw that questioen. Did yeu ever hold
any effice of the White Knights ef the Ku Klux
Klan?
A Yes sir.
Q  And what effice did you hold?
A I was first Chaplain of the local Klavern and
later Province Titan.
BY THE COURT:
Prevince what?
BY THE WITNESS:
Titan. T I T A N,
BY MR. DOAR:
Q What is the Praévince Titan.
Q Its the Administrative Officer that represents

the Imperial Wizard,
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And whe is the Imperial Wizard?

Sam Holleway Bewers.

And when did you become the Titan ef a province?
The latter part of November in 1964.

And what prevince was that?

It in¢1uded Lauderdale County Clarke County, Newter

Leake, Nesheba and Kemper Counties.
And did yeou, what were yeur functions as the Titan!

I represented the Imperial Wizard in Administrative

i

matters,

Did yeu see the Imperial Wizard frem time to time?

BY MR, BUCKLEY:

Your Henmer if it please the Coutt I ebject te this

as having te do with anything about this alleged

censpiracy as it happened after June 2lst, 1964.

BY THE COURT:

I'11 everrule your objectien. I'm net sure yeu and

I bmrd the same question. Go aleng.

BY MR. DOAR:

Q

A

You may answer,

What was the question, sir?

The question was did you see the Imperial Wizard
Sam Bowers frequently?

I did. I saw him many times.

Now, did you have any conversation with Cecil Pric




10
11

12

Price about the civil rights workerse==-=

BY MR. WEIR:
We object.

BY THE COURT:
Counsel, let him finish his questioen. You den't even
knew what he's fixing te say.

BY MR, DOAR:

Q  After June 21st, 19647

BY THE COURT:

Now, de yeu want te be heard en your objectien?
BY MR. WEIR:
Yes sir, Yeur Hener please; we ebject te the questien
as being irrelevant.
BY THE CCURT:
Overruled,
BY THE WITNESS:

A, Yes sir,

Q Can you tell me where that cenversatien teok
place?

A I stoéped by the courtheuse on one occasioen and
mentioned it briefly te him and I stopped by on
the 24th of December of 64 and met with him in
this Seuthern Methodist Church,

Q  In what city?

A, In Philadelphia.

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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Was anyone else present?

A, Neot when I was talking to him, my brother was
present and we asked him to step eutside while
we talked.

Q  What if anything was said abeut Cecil Price about
the three civil rights workers being killéd?

A, He said that the government knew mere about the

| case than he thought they did and he hadvcencluded
that Jerden was the man that was giving the infor-
mation to the Bureau,

Did he say why?

A, Yes, he said it was Jordan because Jorden was the
only person whe could have seen him hit Chaney
the night the three men were killed,

BY Mﬁ; WEIR:

We object and move the Court te grant us a mistrial.
BY THE COURT:

Overruled,
BY MR. DOAR:

Q HNew did you have any cenversations with Frank
Herndon after the civil rights workers were missia

A Yes.,

Q Can you tell me where the comersation or the
cenversations took place?

A, They took place in the restuarant he was operatin
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Ban you tell me when they pook place?

Not exactly sir, it was shertly after the bodies
ware found, that he discussed the case with me,
What did he say, was anyone else present?

Ne sir. |

What did Frank Hernden say?

Frank said he was being accused of being for that
but that he was not. He said he had witnesses
who would say'he was at werk the night the men
were killed.

New, did yeu have any cenversation with Sam
Bowers about the missing civil rights werkers?
Yes,

And uhh, did you, can yeu tell us where these
conversations teok place?

They took place in er near Pachuta, Mississippie
And when did they take place, when did the first
conversation take place?

The first conversatien was very shortly after
the bodies were found.

Was anyone else present?

No.

What did Sam Bowers say?

He said that Judge Cex weuld preobably make them

take these bodies back and put them where they

William A, Davis, Official Court Reparter, Jackson, Miss,

" - B S ———
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got them, that they had found the bedies on an
illegal search warrant.

Did you have any ether conversatien with him?

I did. On anether occasion shortly after that
meeting he said that he was pleascd with that job
that it was the first time that Christians had
planned and carried the executioen of Jews.

Did you ever have any kind ef a cede methed of
communication with Sam Bewers?

We always had a code.

And could you tell the Court and Jury what that
cede was?

We used the code name "Aunt Mary's" fer our
meeting place and he would call my home and
identify himself by an alieas, usualy a Ralph
Simmons eor a Ralph Phillips er Mr. Sinclair and
ask me to meet him at Aunt Mary's and Aunt Mary
was between our twe cities at Pachuta, Mississipp!:
Did you have any ether kind ef code between you
and Sam Bowers?

We talked in terms of the legging operation as
regarding the Klan itself.

Did you have any code word that referred to the
missing civil rights case.

This was the big logging aperation

FALiaie) Caneb Bancrdar iacksan. Miss
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BY MR,

BY THE

BY MR.

'BY THE

BY THE

BY MR.

Q

And did you have any kind of a code for----

HENDRICKS:

We eobject, Your Hener, this is leading. He can

ask him semething but he can't tell him.

COURT:

I think that's what he's asking him, everruled.

DOAR:

Just tell me~===

COURT:

Excuse me, Mr, Dear, what did yeu say the last

coede for the last eperatien was called?

WITNESS:

The big legging eperatien.

DOAR:

Q
A

What other cede words did yeu have?

Truck drivers represented local efficers in the
Klan, the lecal Klavernm, our ewn scalers; we
referred to eur scalers as our investigaters,
those that were gathering informatien for the
KBI, the Klan Bureau ¢f Investigatiomn.

Did yeu have any other werds? Did ‘you have ay
words for the defendants invelved in this case?
The, I don't recall, no sir, I den't remembexr any
specific names that were given to these.

I am handing you a one page document, do you

William A, Dayvis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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recognize that?

Yes sir,.

What is that document?

Its a letter from Sam Bowers?
How it is signed?

Its signed, Yours truly, Willoughby Snead.

What is, whe dees that refer to?

Sam Bowers.,

And whe is the letter addressed to?

Mr, Dennis, |

And what is the date of the letter?

January 6th, 1965,

I would like to show the letter to the
defendants, Could I shew him anether decument

while they are leeking at that?

BY THE COURT:
Counsel are{l@oking at that and their attention
is en that so I believe I'll let them look at that
first., Is this in cennecticen with the other docu-
ment?

BY MR. DOAR:
Yes sir,

BY THE COURT:
Counsel, listen just a minute,

Y MR. DOAR:

Willinm A Davis  Otfirial Court Renorter. Jockson. Miss.
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I give you another decument and ask if you
recognize that?

Yes sir. This was enclosed with the same letter
that you lwe just shown me,

And whe is that letter to?

Mr. Sam Bowers.,

Who is it frem?

It is signed Hénry Weston

Do you knew whoe that is?

Yes sir.

Whe is that?

Wallace Miller.,

And whe is the envelope addressed to?

Mr., Sam Bewers.

Where?

820 Fourth Avenue 3South, Lau:el, Mississippi.
The date of that letter?

December 28, 1964.

BY MR. BUCKLEY:

If it please the Court I object te the intreduction

of the first letter as it is signed by an alias

by the witness testimeny a Willoughby Snead, and

it has net been preperly authenicated.

BY THE COURT:

Let me see that letter, (Handed to Court)
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BY THE COURT:

This letter from Snead to Dennis dated January 6

1965 I'11 let yeu ask him seme mere about that.

BY MR. DOAR:

Q

>

LS

?>

When did yeu receive that letter?

It was January 9th sir I believe.

Hew did yeu receive it?

Threugh the mail.

Héd you had any cenversatien with Sam Bowers
about that letter before yeu received it?

I did.

What was that conversation?

I was in Laurel te see Sam between the time he
mailed it and the time I got it and he asked me
if I had received a letter frem him and I told
him I had net and he proceeded then to teli me
about the letter.

What did he sav?

He said he had sent the letter to me in care of
Billy Birdseng's metel and as soon as I got back
te be sure and ask him for the letter.

And did you get the letter then?

I came back and asked Billy about the letter
and he said he had net gotten the letter, I

was with him at Route 2, and the letter did
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net go te the motel but came to me at Reute 2,

Q Did that envelope addressed te Sam Bewers, was
that centained in the letter the one that you
received?

BY MR. BUCKLEY:

Your Hemer if it please the Ceurt we ebject te
the form of question.-
BY THE COURT:

Yes, I'll let you restate your questien,

BY MR, DOAR:
Q  When did yeu get the ether letter in the envelepe
that yeu testified abeut? |
A.  They were enclesed aieng with this letter in the
same envelepe,
Q I would like te offer in evidence the two
letter and envelope.
BY MR. BUCKEEY:
We object Your Honer if it please the Court, there
has been no testimeny in cemmection with this letter
and I don't think it has any bearing en this case.
BY THE COURT:
Yes, I'll everrule your objection as to Mr. Bowers
but since we are dealing with all ef the other
defendants I hold this letter as competent and it

will be considered as evidence only against Mr., Bower:

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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and as te the other defendants, and I'm talking
about the first letter, it may be entered and be
marked.
BY MR. DOAR: B
A I would like to offer the second letter.
BY THE COURT:
Let's see what you objection is te the second letter
Mr. Buckley.
BY MR. BUCKLEY: .
| I have ne ebjectien te it, Yeur Hener.
BY MR, HENDRICKS:

Will the same ruling apply te that letter alse b

our
Honer?

BY THE COURT:
Yes, the communications from and te the defendant
Bowers will be evidence only againstvhim and not any
evidence as against the other defendants. These
may be marked and entered.
(Whereupon exhibits entered into evidence and marked
P-72 and P-73)

BY MR. DOAR:
Q@ In that letter, Your Hnﬁer, I would like to in-

quire of the Court if the Court wishes the letter

to be read now for the jury or at a later date..

BY THE COURT:
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I don't care to read them but if yeu want te you may
read it or‘beth of them.

BY MR. DOAR:
I think it will be satisfactery if I could just ask
ﬁim sevéral questions abeut the letter.

BY THE COURT:
All right,

BY MR. DOAR:
Q In the letter there's a reference to named plan,

what does that refer te?
BY MR. BUCKLEY:

Your Homer at this time I would like to object te

- his reading the letter in piecemeal, the letter speaks

for itself, and unless it is read in its entirety
it could easily be read out of context and be mis-

leading te the jury.

'BY THE COURT:

I weuld certainly agree with that principal but I
see Mo application to the principal here asked, but
if he wants to read the letter I'll let him read all
of it or none of it.

BY MR, DOAR:
If the Court please, I'll read the letter.
Did he answer your question?

BY MR. DOAR:
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What is meant by the term main plant?
A, Federal Bureau of Ipvestigation,
0. What is meant by our sawmill men expecially
those deeply in the swamp?

A The defendants in the SchWerner case.

BY THE COURT:
What defendants and what Schwerner case?

BY THE WITNESS:

o At this time sir, tﬁese men had been.arrested and
accussed of cemmitting this murder.

BY MR. WEIR:
We object, Your Honer and move the Court to grant
a mistrial.

BY THE COURT:
I'11 everrule that but I want to kow who you are
talking about, these men. You are speaking in
an unknown tongue.

BY THE WITNESS:
I'm speaking of the men who were considered at
that time. |

BY THE COURT:
In what case?

BY THE WITNESS:
In the civil rights case the ene where the men

were arresting for killing Michael Schwerner,

- - PR o
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Andrew Goedman +'and Andrew Chaney.

BY MR. HENDRICKS:
We object to that Your Homor and request a mistrial.,
BY THE COURT:
Overruled.
BY MR. DOAR:
Q Was that case pending in‘the Federal Court if
you know?
A I doﬁ't know what the status of the case was at
that time,
Q May I read the letter teo the Jury at this time,
Your Honer/Z

BY MR. WATKINS:

Your Hemor, may I object te Mr. Dear reading the
letter to the jury it would be like an argument and
I would perfer that the witness read the letter.

BY THE COURT:
I prefer that Mr. Doar read the letter I believe we

can make a little faster headway.

BY MR, WATKINS:
All right.

BY MR. DOAR:
This letter is dated at Laurel, Mississippi on January
6, 1965. Dear Mr. Dennis: This morning I had a

visit at approximately 10:00 o'clock A. M. frem

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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two representatives of the main plant, whe
were anxious te discuss some of the aspects

of the wood in sawmill business here in
Mississippl. As you knew, it is my policy to
always receive such representatives with
courtesy and discuss with them the general
aspects the wood business without ever going
inte any of eur specific metheds of logging,
sawing, and planer mill @peratien;'however,

on this occésion the two main plant represen-
tatives were so yeung, insolent and oppressive
that I was ferced te dwder them off the
premises before anything had taken place. I
did this reluctantly as you can understand, but
I felt it the best course of action under this
particular and peculiar set of circumstances.
Actually, if one is careful in such discussion
one may éccasionally discever infermation of
value concernig the future market value of our
sawmill products. There was a particularly
valuable bit of information dropped as we
parted which is the prime reason for this
cemmunication. After being asked to leave the
more aggressive of the two, in a heated and

rather breathless fashion, notified me that
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“area again. I remained very calm and bit back

they knew that I was invelved in the large
logging operation which is centered in yeur area

and warned me net to go back inte your specific

at the fine reply, then returned to my interrupted

work. After several hours eof reflectien on this
unpleasant experience I have come to a very hepefu!
and encouraging cenclusien. That is, that while
the situation as regards the big logging eperation
is horrible, it is met hepeless., My experience

this merning cenvinces me that the main plant is

13
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in passgssinnﬁﬁf“allgthe;infermatienmregardingf
eur secret logging operatien due to the loose

talk of some of our truck drivers, but then as

far as facts are conéerned they have nething of
value for which they could sue us. Their threat
to me which forbid me to come inte your area again
is stecked full of information., It means that

my technical advise has tendered to hamper their
scaling operatcien. It means that wa w;re cerrect
in firing that persennel manager. It means that
they are new probably working against a selid
blank wall up in your area and do not want me
working to maintain it whiie they work private. It

very prebably means that they ne longer have
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any source of information in your area because if
they did, why would they ebject to my coming
there and expesing myself further each time I de?
I urge you to consider this last Point very care-
fully. I am very greatly enceuraged by it,
Naturally, the insult that I receive I censider
énly frem it the intelligence that may be deemed
from it. I have been a sawmill man for teo leng
new te become conwerviant now to-the will eof

seme furniture manufacturing regardless ef hew
well they may have the market sewed up. They

are going te have te létgugﬁmake a décent prefit
onmeur mills er else we are going to have to
contiﬁue te slip logs by their scalers. Any time
that yeu feel I may be of service in yeur area
de not hesitate to call on me. I weuld like for
you te pass this encouraging information alone
indirectly te all our sawers and eur truck drivers
I want them to be as restful and calm as pessible
at this time, alse I think this incident here
incited is just another sample of why I believe
that all ef our employees repert te eur timber
scaler at ence whenever any main plant scaler
questions him about our operation. We should al-

ways strive to deo everything pessible te insure
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1 that everytime that centact is made between our

2 | side and the main plant that we come out of the

3 ordeal with intelligence regarding their positien,
4 . just as they do of ours. Admittedly, an average

5 employee can not evaluate intelligence but he

)3 can repert te contact te eur scalers for evalua-
7l tien. This, I want yeu to urge them te de. You

8 may shew this direct communiatien te our scaler

9 who detected the croeked'persannélvmanager for his
10 interest and evaluatioen, but to nene ether; how-

1 ever you and he may use its céntent for indirect

12 communicatien to other sawmill empleyees, especial.
13 those.whe have been deep in the swamp. I am

14 enclesing a communicatien which I believe is self-
15 explanatery. Yeurs truly, Willoughby Snead, Esqui
16 Q Do you know whether or net Sam Bewers was ever in

17 the legging business?
18| BY THE COURT:

19 Excuse me, do you want that other letter read too?

20| BY MR. DOAR:

21 Yes, Your Honor. This letter is addressed to Sam

22 Bowers in an envelepe from Meridiam, Mississippi
23 December 19, 1564 from Henry Wesson, Post Office Box
24 211, Meridian, Mississippi., The letter reads, Post

25 Office Box 211, Meridian, Mississippi, December 28,
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1964, Mr. Sam Bowers, 82Q-Fourth Avenue Seuth,
Laurel, Mississippi. Dear Sir: I know that I should
not write you but under the circumstances, I'm sure
you will understand. Sir, I knew that yoeu are a
pelitical investigater and at the present I have

ne ene I could trust amd turn my business ever to. I
knew yeu are a fair and honest man Sam, I'&e knewn
this frem my dealings with you fer seme time;‘ I
trust that yeu will not be harsh tewérd me for this
letter, but I ceuld have dene much better persenally.
When a person has to deal with the public as I, then
he runs inte many difficulties. I need your help/
Yeu have known my problems here fer sometimes and I
need your help desperatly and I knew ef ne'ether
person or group who can handle this for me. Sam,

I believe every person should have the right te de-
fend himself, and if only I ceuld talk to yeu. There
has been many things presented that are totally untrue
first, one and first, the unfair publicity concerning
the motels, I has not the one at the motel; however
I dia not get my good friend into trouble by naming
him you understand. A person could very easily have
his good name and reputation ruined by a false rumor
and by having idle gossip spread en him. All of

these things I could easily tell you at the proper

Willinm A NAvie O#firinl Chiirt Rannrtar  Inckenn  Mise




