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by these defendants the written memeranda which
have been signed by him, in additien to the
testimeny of this witness befere the federal
grand jury in Jacksen, Mississippi, and in the
alternative that which is met pertinent ar:rele-
vant te this case for the Ceurt to inspect encamerx
for the Court te determlne the relévancy and
pertlnent fer the beneflt ef these defendants.
4:'.1_3Y MR. HAUBERG: |

”May it please the Court as te the grand jury minutes

we stand in the pesitien that we have steed all

aleng, that he is net entitled te the grand jury

minutes and we do ebject te that. We de have for

their use and inspectien fer the purpese of cress

examinatien under the Jamcks Act varieus reperts

and statements given by this witness te the F. B. L.

about matters invelving this case. There are

certain things that have been deleted because we

contend they are net material te this case, and we

have these ready fer their inspectien.

BY THE COURT:

Yes, I den't think the defense makes any case OT

claim that weuld entitle them te the minutes of

the grand jury and that part of yeur request is

denied, but the government 1is directed undexr the

william A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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Jencks Act, 18 United States Cede, Annetated,
3500 te give to the defendants any signed statement
of this witness or amy statement that this ﬁitness
has adoptedﬂg; hiﬁwstatement, and as I understand
it, that has already been handed Ceunsel and there
is ée@e deletion and if yeu wish fer me te coensider

these déletinn encamera I will be glad te de se.

BY MR. BUCKLEY:

‘Yes, Your Henor, and héving ebtéined;thié which
appears te be very velumieus and since we have
these twelve atterneys invelved and fer the best
interest of our clients i¥ will take us cemsiderable
time te go ever this and try te determine what te
use in the way of cress examination, and fer that
reason we will request seme time.

BY THE COURT:
I think the defense counsel made a good jeb in
examining those velumns yesterday and I'll give you
some time teday and it is now five minutes until
twelve and we are geing to take out until 1:30 and
in the interim you will examine that velumne and
Members of the Jury, I will excuse you with the
same understanding that we have had each time you
have been alleowed to disburse until 1:30 and please

ceme directly back te your jury reom.
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BY MR. HAUBERG:

May it please the Ceurk, will you make seme dicisien

about the F. B, I. reperts leaving the building

BY THE COURT:

Yes, I will make thé ééﬁé ruling and #ntrust these
te defense counsel as officers of this Ceurt as I
did yesterday.,

BY MR. ALFORD:
You Hener please I see by geing threugh all ef these
decuments, weuld it be permissibie for this te be
separated by the gevernment befere they present it
te us se that we can leek at parts‘@f it at the
same time.

BY MR, DOAR:
If the Court please, we will furmish them with
anether copy.

BY THE COURT:
He'll give yeu anether cepy.

BY MR. DOAR:
Here are two sets.

BY MR. PIGFORD:
May it please the Court, may I approeach the bench
with government attornmey, Your Hemer?

BY THE COURT:

All right.
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BY MR.

BY THE

BY MR.

(JURY EXCUSED FROM COURTROOM FOR LUNCH)

It deesn't de you much geed te appreach the bench

here because I'm wired fer seund.

PIGFORD:

May it please the Ceurt, there is a leot eof publicity

about this case on the televisien, radie and of course

-~ the newspaper, and seme ef the things, we den't think

is the cerrect testimoeny and'We would like t@;sﬁggest

te the Court that this might be br@ughﬁ te the. °

attention of the Jury.

COURT:

Yes, I would have dene so befere they left a while

age if it had been mentiened to me but I'll do se

when they return te the coeurtroom if you will remind

e,

PIGFORD:

Yes sir.

BY THE COURT:

Remind me eof that and I'll be glad te do that. All

right., We'll take a recess.

(Whereupen the Court teek a recess for lunch at

11:59 A, Mt)

AFTER NOON RECESS:

BY MR,

BUCKLEY:

May I preceed, Your Henor?
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Brother Dennis, when was the first time that you
met Sam Helleway Bewers, Jr?

I first Sam late in the Summer of '64.

October or, uhh, August er September, 19647
Prebably was in August. |

It was after July?

Sir, I den't remember exactly when I met Mr. Bewers
I'm net asking you for the exact date but weuld you
please give it te me as clese as yeu can. Would
you say it was themiddle of July, 19642

I believe that it was later tham the middle of July
Are you satisfied that it weuld ée the, uhh,

later than the lst of July, 19647

I believe so sir, I de met recall.

All right sir. Did Mr. Bewers ever tell you that
he assisted or aided im anyway in having anything
te de with the disappearance or the absence of
these three people in Philadelphia which the
intensive search>was on for?

No, he did net tell me that he had anything to do
with it.

New, did anyene of these defendants ever admit

te you any act of vielence that they had individua
perputrated other than what you have already

mentioned?

William A. Davis, Otficial Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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I den't believe so sir.

You have knewn Wallace Miller for how leng?
Since I went inte the Klan in 1964 sir.

And how how 10ng have you knewn that Wallace
Miller was werking fer the Federal Bureau of
Investigation?

I didn't know fer sure sir, until he testified
here in this case. |

You didn't know fer sure until then?

That's right.

And he didn't tell you anything abeut it at all
in anyway.

Yes, he mentiened it te me a few days agé, but
net while he was in the Klan.

What did he mentien te yeu?

He said he had a subpenea.

Yes sir, but did he ever tell you about collabora-
ting with the F. B. L

Ne.

What did he ever tell you abeut cellaberating
with the Federal Bureau of Investigatien?

He didn't, he said he had a subpona.

Did he ever suggest te you that he was working
fer the Federal Bureau of Investigation?

He never told me he was directly for the F. B. I.

e

i e i+ .
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and they never told me he was.

All right sir, you have attended meetings where
Mr. Bowers was present ceunselled peace, humility ;
and Godliness haven't you?

Yes, he said these things.

And you agreed with him en them?

I agreed with him en seme of the things he said.

I asked you if yeu agreed with him on these
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things?
About Gedliness?

Yes,

Yes, I agrée about Gedliness.

And he counseled peace and humility tee, didn't

he?

At times.

And you agreed with him em that, didn't you?

Yes,

And in fact yeu were his Lieutenant se to speak.
I suppese you ceuld say that.

You were working under him and you yeurself in
fact was the ene that was respensible directly

for the actions of the Klansmen rather than Mr,

Bowers, were ysu not?

No sir, I weuldn't say that.

Veu wouldn't say that, well whatyou would say ther

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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I was an administrative efficer whe carried
message frem the men te the Imperial Wizard and
messages frem the Imperial Wizard te the men.

Yes sir, in é;pg? words, you were a link between
them and Mr. Bewers were yeu?

I was a link hetween them and Mr. Bowers, yes sir.

And if any message needed teo be cenveyed te them

- frem him you cenveyed it didyou not?

Neﬁ all the times.

But that was yeur jeb wasn't it?

That was the job.

And anything that needed te be conveyed te him
frem up te him dewn there that was yeur jeb
under the cath te the erganizatiemn te ceonvey
that message?

That's right. After I was the Titan.

Se yeu did se did yeu net?

Several times, yes sir,

And in these acts you were never asked te engage
in any acts ef vielence were you?

No.

And in fact yo; had nething te de with the
beating ef Billy Birdseng did yeu net?

No.

Yeu did met participate in it evertly or anyway

s s o e e e e et e e
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in giving the erders?
A Ne sir.
BY MR.QHAUBERG:
If the Court please, I am geing te object te amy
further questiening aleng that line, its immaterial
and irrelevant.
BY MR. BUCKLEY:
Yeur Honer please, I believe it is direct cress
examinatioen.
BY THE COURT:
I'1l let him preceed, ge along.
BY MR. BUCKLEY:

f New, you do knew that en at least ene eccasien
that you cellected and turned ever te ene other
individual at least three snakes te be used
against the Federal Bureau of Investigatien?

A. More than that.

Q Yeu turned eover the snakes te be used and then
you told the Bureau of Investigatien when yeou
gave them this infermatien that yeu agreed with
it, the practice at that time because yeu were
afraid ef snakes, didn't you?

A I teld them I wes afraid of snakes.,

Q And did you agree with this method ef ----(counse.

munbling) and you were pleawed with this.
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A That I agreed with what, that I turned over
this infermatien te them?
Q Yes sir.
A Yes, I did it and I saw a reasen for deing it se

I did it.

Q Yes sir., Well, there ceuld be net much more reasert

that a snake could kill a persen ceouldn't it?
BY MR.MAUBERG:
We ebject te that, if the Ceurt pleaée?
BY THE COURT:
Yes, I sustain the eobjectien.
BY MR. BUCKLEY:
Q Fer what purpose weuld these snakes have been
used, Mr, Dennis?
A.  Acceording te the Klan---
BY MR, HAUBERG:
We object.
BY THE COURT:
I‘il let him tell what he knews, net whét he thinks.
BY THE WITNESS:
A The Klan wanted te use the snakes te freighten
civil rights werkers,
Q Oh, I see, you turned over rattle snakes and

mocassims te scare people, didn't you?
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A They Were mot rattle snakes ner peiseneus
moccasins.

Q Oh, they were not peisenous?

g

Net what they teek frem me.
Are you sure yeu are telling the truth?

Q
A Yes sir;‘l'm sure,
Q

BY THE COURT:

Counsel, yeu are net making a very geed recerd.

Yeu ask a questien and get threugh with it and

den't make it tee leng and the witness will let

you finish yeur questien and you let him finish
his answer se we'll get a goed recerd.A
BY MR. BUCKLEY:

Thank yeou sir.

Q New, yeu de knew that en ene ef the eoccasiens
that Billy Bitdseng wanted to kill Wallace Millerx
den't yeu? He stated that in yeur presence?

A, Several times.

Q And you de knew that ene occasiom that Mr.
Bowers ebjected te that, didn't he?

BY MR. HAUBERG:
We object te that, if theCeurt please.
BY THE COURT:

Overruled.
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BY MR.

>

el R S re

o

o Lo

BUCKLEY:
Is that the truth?
Was the gquestien did Mr. Bewer ebjected?
Yes.
Yes, I did knew him te ebject te that,
Fist af all, let me ask you if this centains all
ef the things that yéu told the Federal Bureau
of Investigation?
Sir, I can't be sure if it dees er if it dees net.
Well, did yeu tell everything in regard te what
yeu call Klan activities?
Did I give them all that I knew?
Yes.
Yes sir, I believe that I did,
And yeu were henest feor yeur money wasm't yeu?
I was honest.
Yes sir. Oh yeu was hemest? All right, when you
uhh, yeu teld, as I understeoed you in respense
te seme of the questiens the United States Atterme;
asked yeu, a few mements age, that by talking with
certain individuals, and that these individuals
discussed Klan business with yeu that you cenclude
by discussien that they were Klansmen, was that
what you said;
Yes sir.




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

863

Now, the Federal Bureau of Investigatien discussed
Klan business with yeu, didn't they?

Yes sir.

You didn't cenclude from their discussien that

they were members of the Klan did yeu?

I did net.

You just cencluded that wheoever it may be
cenvenient te you te conclude===-=- |

Ne sir, the Bureau of Investigatien didn't give

me the handshake, ner did they know what was geing
on in the local Klavern in Nesheba Ceunty.

And that is yeur basis fer that?

That is the basis fer it.

And yeu don't think that they knew what was geing

in NeshebaCeunty, the F. B, 1?

They may have.

Oh, I see., Now during the peried ef your empley-
ment er the time that yeu have sold infermatien
te the Federal Bureau of Investigatien, as 1
calculate it, yeu have received from them the

sum of appreximately $15,000.00, is that cerrect?
That's cexrect,

And during that timeyeu wexre under subpoena

to appear befere the Heuse ef International

Investigating Committee, is that ceorrect?

e A Ak e i e L 8 e 4 A s ki 1 S e e b
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That's right.
Did yeu in fact dver appear?

I did net.

And en these occasiens you informed several

peeple, including myself as 1 recall, you may
correct me if I'm wreng, intended te inveke your
privileges of self incriminatien if yeu were seo

called?

BY MR, HAUBERG:

We object te Ceunsel arguing with the witness.

BY THE COURT:

I sustain the objectien. You may rephrase yeur

questien Ceunsel,

BY MR, BUCKLEY:

Q

o

?>~

O

Ve

Well, just let me ask you another questien. Tell
me now, fer the purpese of refreshing my memery
you went te Clarke College, did yeu net?

For awhile.

You attended Clarke College for how leng?

Fer ene semester.

Now, what cellege did you go te after that?

I went te Jemes Junior Cellege after that.

And what did yeu study there?

I studied ecenemics, history, Bible.

Yes sir, and what cellege did you ge to after the

st o s At e ot g5 s -
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Meridian Junier Ceklege, I went te night scheel

here,

Yes sir, and what ether cellege did yeu attend?

That's.all.

New, yeu began yeur ministry when?

I began my ministry when I was feurteen years old.

Well, I den't knew when yeu were fourteemn years
eld?
That was in 1954, sir.
Where?
In Scott Ceunty, Mississippi.
In what church?
At the Ridge Baptist Church.
All right, frem then where?

. you
Wherever I had eppertunity siry weuld/like me to
name them?
What was the first church that yeu served?
The first church that I served was the McDenald
Baptist Church in Leake County.
I'1l try te restrict you te the enes that you
were the regular paster of, I wen't ask you about
the ones that you preached at part-time.
I understand,

New, is this the first one that you were a regula

pastor at?
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A,

That's right.

BY BE COURT:

I don't knew what's the relevancy ef this, are yeu

hust asking him this te hear yourself talk?

BY MR. BUCKLEY:

Ne sir, I'm trying te get to a peint, Your Hener.

BY THE COURT:

Well, let's den't waste tee much time that it cem-

pletely frivileus.

BY MR. BUCKLEY:

Q
A.
Q
A
Q

Now, this was a Bsptist church was it?

It was.

How leng did yeu stay imn the Baptist Ministry?

Until 1960. 1961 sir.

Now, after the Baptist Ministry yeu preached

in what type church?

In 1961 I became an appreved supply in the

Methodist church.,

You preached in the Methedist church and where

was that?

I had a circuit that included Lauderdale and

Kemper Counties, sir.

All right sir new, is this during the time that

you left the church and went te where?

Well, when I was paster ef the Methedist Church

R—
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in the Circuit I just mentiemed, when I left
there I came te Meridian and pastered a Methedist
church where I stayed until June ef this year.
.Q  Yeu served until June and as I recall your
testimeny yoeu are net a paster of any church new?
A, Ne sir.
Q Have you quit the ministry?
A Ne sir. I am supplying puipits wherever there is
an eppertunity fer me teo preacha'
In this type church?
A In any type church,}sir.
Q All right sir, yeu live new where, I believe you
testified where yeu lived?
A I live at 3228-46th ==-==~- m—————— (Counsel interrupt
BY THE COURT:
Counsel de yeu want a recerd er net?
BY MR. BUGKLEY:
I'm serry I interrupted. Where did yeu say ym live?
A 33Q8-m=m=mmm—- (Counsel interrupted again)
BY THE COURT:
Ceuhsel, you just keep interrupting and you are
maeking it impessible for the reporter te take dewn
what yeu are saying, but if you den't want a record
then that's all.

BY MR. BUCKLEY:
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Q

Will yeu answer?

BY THE COURT:

Counsel, we are not in tee big a hurry here te listen

. te yeur questiens if they intelligble and reasonable.

BY THE WITNESS:

A

Q

o T T C

I live at 3228-46th Stréet, Meridian, Mississippi.
Yes sir, new my next questi;q‘is,‘is this the
same place that y@uvhava resided every since yeu
havé'been in Meridian?

Since I've been in Mefidian preper?

Yes, uhh, let me ask you this. De yeu knew, er
have you ever talked te a lady by the name of
Jean Cleveland abeut this case?

Ne. |

You have never talked te her abeut it at all?

Ne.

De yeu knew her?

I de knew here.

And yeu are sure and pesitive that yeu have

never talked te anyene by the name of Jean
Cleveland, a former pianist at Pine Springs
Church abeut this case in any regard?

Right.,

New, have you ever talked to your wife abeut this

case?
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A

I have.
And yoaare sure that yeu have told her the same
things that yeu have teld en this witness stand

here in regard te this case?

BY MR. HAUBERG:

We object if the Court please.

BY THE COURT:

I'11 everrule the ebjectien.

' BY MR. BUCKLEY:

Q

A,

Is that right?

My wife is aware of my invelvement in this case.

I den't believe yeu understoed my questien, so
I'1l ask yeu again., Have you teld her the same
things abeut this case that yeu have teld here

oen the witness stand?

Yes sirt.

You have not teld her amything different abeut 1it?
Ne sir. She may knew mere than has been told here
but nothing different.

I see, and she knew when Mr., Bewers came te your
heuse, did he ever ceme in yeur heuse?

He came in my heuse a time or twe when she was
there,

And did she knew whe he was?

1 suppese she did.

Willinm A. Davis. Official Court Renorter. Jacksan  Mise
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Q Did yeu intreduce him te her?

A I’did.

Q .Did yeu intreduce him by name?

A 1 did. .

Q. You tell me Mr. Demnis that en ene eccasien in
fact when I came up here with Mr. Bewers regarding
a;pelitical matter, that yeu didn't intreduce
her in hy presence te Mr, Sinclair?

A. 1 wasn't talking abeut that time..

Q Oh, yeu weren't talking abeut that time, I see,

f He has been in my heme when yeu weren't there, six,

Q Oh, I see, but you den't tell me en that eccasien

that yeu didn't intreduce him as Mr. Sinclair
did yeu?
BY MR. HAUBERG:
If the Ceurt please, he's arguing with the witness
and we ebject. |
BY THE COURT:
I'11 overrule yeur ebjectiens.
BY MR, BUCKLEY:
Q Mr. Dennis, weuld yeu answer my questien?
A I do met recall intreducing him in any other mariner
than that of Mr. Bewexs, I may met even have intre-
duced him as Mr. Bewers, I den't knew what was

said when she came in the room. She came in the

Witliam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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roem and broeught ceffee and did net stay fer

any ef the confersatien.

If you had so intreduced him it weuld have been
an useless gesture because she already knew whe
he was frem what yeu testified?

That she weuld have alresady knewn whe he was?
Yes sir,

Yes, I think se.

Mr, Bemnls, yeu are aware of the'ebligation when
you are under eath te tell the truth, den't you?
Yes sir.

And yeu realize that the penalty of it, uh Ged
before man, can be cenvicted in fact if yeu

iie falsely er falsely testify under eath, yeu
are familiar with that, aren't yeul

Yes sir.

And yeu den’t want te be the ebject ef that
reward, de yeu? |

Ne sir.

And Brether Dennis, yeu realize that upen yeur
taking an eath as a Klansman yeu are sworn to
secrecy, den't yeu?

Well, what part of the eath are yeu referring te
sir?

The part ymu read a while ago?
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Yeah,

And this eath was taken as related in the presence
ef Almighty God, wasn't it?

Yes, - s e

And yeu were aware ef the fact that this eoath

of ebligatien in the presence of Almight Ged
were you net?

Welllef ceurse we were told at the time of the
eath that we weuld never be askéé te do anything
that was in cenflict with eur religion and that
the oath did net include anything that weuld
cause us te ge against that which we believed

to be right before Ged.

Yes sir, new weuld you please answer my questien?
What's the quewtien sir?

I ask yeu did yeu net realize that this was a
continuing eath and ebligatien?

The eath ef secrdcy?

Yes.,

Yes, I realized that was the intent of it.

And you realize also that at any time the Klan
had a ritual whereby yeu could be swere eut aEx
and you were under ne lenger a obligation te
attend the meetings er to previde, uhh, abide

by their rituals or dissasseciate theirselves
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frem you, there would not be any actien against
yeu, did yeu net?

We were teld that was true.

But yeukdidn?t“gnaydiﬁ te happen?

I believe there was one sworn eut when I first got
in the Klan.

You knew before Ged Almighty that yeu ceuld be
swern oﬁt rather than vielate that eath and ge
and be paid the sum eof $15,000.00 over a three
year peried fer infermatien against these people
you had been swern to pretect, didm't yeu?

I long age teek an oath te my Ged and my country
te de that which is right and nething else can
transind me te de away with that eath. It was
mere impertant fer me to de what I felt was right
at that time and I felt the Klan/was net what they
say it was, it was net what it claimed to be, and
therefere I did not feel beund by any eath that
was given te a greup of men and then they turned
right areund and asked them teo de things that
were in vielatien of eour principals after they
teld us we weuldn't have teo.

You took that eath befere God, didn't you?

Yes sir,

You were sincere when you toek it wasn't you?
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BY THE COURT:

Counsel I'm apprehensive that you are badgering the
witness, se get on semething else?

BY MR. BUCKLEY:
Well Yeur Hener if it please the C@urt,yi don't mean
te but I just didn't feel that he was respending
te my questiens.

BY THE COURT:

Well I kinda get that idea,

BY MR. BUCKLEY:

Q  Brether Dennis, I ask yeu ene mere time, which
was an henerable élternative.

It would net have been hoenerable fer me-----
If you will let me finish please.

I'm serry.

o 0o P

Hemerable alternative which wag censistent with
your ebligatien te Ged and te yoeur eath in getting
out and yeu weuld nethave been a part of an
erganization which yoeu did net agree with, weuld
you net?

& I could have been and when the F. B. I. Agents
came and talked with me I explained that te them
they cenvinced me that it would be werth mere to
my country and te the causc of Christ if I con~-

tinued in that erganization and supplied them that
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infermatien.

In other words yeu listened te the Federal

Bureau ef Investigatien Agents, rather than

yeur eath? .
I listened te my censcieus as well as-the F, B. I.
Ageﬁts.

Brether Dennis, yeu knew of ceurse that thigx&
$15,000.00 didn't have anything te deo with it?

It did net sir. | “ )

In ether werds, this $15,000.00 was beside the
peint. Yeu were net interested in it at all

you were only interested in deing right?

I was interested in the meney, I preach and I
expect te be paid fer that, but I de net preach
for meney, and I werked fer the Bureau and the
Bureau gave me meney, I expected it, and I receiwv:
it, but I wasn't deing the werk fer it, it was
necessary that I be paid, and there was ne sum

of $15,000.00 paid te me at that time.

You say you were net expecting the meney but as

I understand yeu on direct testimeny----

I was expecting it sir, I'm serry if I said that
wreng, 1 said I werked fer it, I received it and
I was expecting it.

Are you finished now? If you are I would like t¢
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ask you if what yeu said was that yeu were net

working fer the meney? Or that was net yeur

reasen?

A, That's.right.,

Q But if I recall yeur testimeny en direct examinati

you said that yeu were paid en the bagis ef the

expenses yeu incurred and

then the ameunt ef

infermatien that yeu surrendered?

BY MR. HAUBERG:

We object te his arguing with the witness.

BY THE COURT:
Sustain the ebjectien.
BY MR. BUCKLEY:
What I'm saying is thig-=~--
BY THE COURT:
If yeu are assigning the same
been sustained,
BY MR. BUCKLEY:
Well Your Hemer I don't think
intent te.
BY THE COURT:
All right.

BY MR. BUCKLEY:

thing he ebject te its

it is, its net my

Q  Your pay weuld have been greatly diminished ox

it would completely cut eff had yeu met surrendex:

OO ISR
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to them semething in the ferm ef infermation

that they accepted weuld it net?

Certainly.

In ether words the meney that yeu get was dependan
upén what y;ﬁ‘éeiahthem? |

That's right. |

And they listened te everything you teld them

didn't they?

They listened, yes sir,

And they paid yeu enything yeu teld them to?

Ne, I wouldn't say that. They evaluated it.

They didn't evaluate it after they paid you?

They evaluated it befere. I was paid en thevbasis
of what I breught them.

In ether werds if it wasn't what they wanted te

hear they didn't pay yeu fer it?

BY MR, HAUBERG:

Your Hemer, he's gene inte that several times, we

ebject.

BY THE COURT:

I'1l everrule your ebjectien.

BY THE WITNESS:

A

Q

If they did net consider it impertant it was net
paid fer.
Now Brether Demmnis, you of ceurse felt the deep

sense and binding duty te every persen that

e e e b b - _— b s APk k.
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is called teo preach the Christian gespel and

surrenders himself, doen't yeu?

All Christians have that obligatiemn.

And ef course yeou feelAit is yeur duty and yeur
ebligatien te preach te people whe yeu feel are
deing wreng and try te get them te ceme cleser
te yeur Christian ideals and dectrines of Christ
de'yeu net?

Yéé éir, I“preach whenever 1 havé the eppartunityg
And when yeu lead prayer at avieus Klan meetings
you always inveked the blessings ef Almight Ged
en these meetings, did yeu net?

Net necessarily en the meetings, but en the peeople
whe were there.

On the peeple who were there. Did yeu er net
censider it yeur duty and ebligatiem Brether
Dennis te sit dewn and ceunsel with these peeple
end te tell them where you felt that they were
in fact departing frem the Christian principle
in accerdance with yeur ideals?

There were eccasisns when I did just that sir.
Te people whe are in this reewm, Mr, Dennis?

The ppeeple whe are here as defendant may nct
have been there, but they may have been, I den't

knew,

William A. Davis. Official Court Reporter. Jackson. Miss.
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v

Well, I want te knew abeut them particularly,

if you recall, and I wish yeu would refresh
your memery for a secend and tell me if vou ever
talked te them that y@u,felt,theyiwere'deing WEOng
Net individually if they were present at any eof
these meetings, I Gid,

All right new, Brether Demnis, de yeu knew that
it is an impoertant time and an impertant part

of yeur prefessienal ebligatian-fer yoeu net

te appeal te anyemne that which yeu learned as

as result of yeur ministerial werk, den't yeu?
Né sir, that's net mnecessary, sir.

You mean te tell me and yeu tell this Ceurt and
this Jury that a persen can ceme up and talk

te yeu abeut yeurself te yeu as a Preacher and
you can ge eut and breadcast it te the world and
net feel any pangs of guilt and feel that yeu
have vielated your ebligatien te Almight Ged?

If he came and breught it te me as a minister
and as my respensibility as a paster, I'm net
ebligated te keep everything I hear a secret
just because I'm a minister, but these things
that are stated in cenfidence as a minister

te parishenexrs, yes.

And you are under ebligatien if yeou can't deo it
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1 | net te go areund revealing it er warn them te
2 keep quiet theugh, aren't yeu?

3 A.  Warn them te Kkeep quiet?

4 Q Yes sir, that's ene of jeur,ministerial work

5 ene has te be abeve these things, deesn't he.
6 He has ensugh burden witheut these, don't he?
7 ° A Witheut what, Mr.?

8 & Witheut listening‘to the preblems and treubles
9 ef the werld that he dees net hebe te help er
10 te heal?

11 A Well, I weuldn't say I'm ebligated te go areund

12 and tell peeple dem't talk te me about their

13 uh, anything, unless its incenfidence. I den't
14 understand what yeu are asking me, I'm net

15 trying te evade your questien?

16 ' Q Well you answered me befere I get threugh with
17 my questien se just let me ask it again.

18 When a persen reveals te you semething in confi .
19 dence, something he revegls that yeu will net

20 reveal, and semething he has lead yeu te believe
21 | that yeu weuld net reveal, it is a part or pertie
22 of yeur prefessienal ebligatien to net reveal

23 it and keep it a secret, isn't it?

24 BY MR, HAUBERG:

25 We object, if the Court please.

Willimma A Mesie MNESAT~] Faiied Damartar lombemm Aiee
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BY THE COURT:

I'1l let him answer.

BY THE WITNESS:

A

If you give me this infermatien as a pastor

I weuld be ebligated te keep that.

Well sir, if he gives it te yeu in a cenfidential
way, knewing that yeu are a paster, knewing that
you are a missienary ef Christ, and knewing that
uhh, believing that you bdieve it is cenfidential
isn't/;Zur prefessienal obligatien te keep it
secret?

I weuld still say sir it all depended upen whethe:
he gave it te me in a confidential mannexr and

as a paster. Nene of these men were members of
my church, nene of the infermatien that I have
given in this trial was given te me as a paster
or as a parishemner te his paster, in a religious
er épiritual sense, but it was in my capacity as
an officer of the Klan or a member of the Klan.
Brother Dennis, yuu de counsel with and talk te
people abeut their seuls, abeut their lives

whe are net members ef a church den't yeu?

Yes sir,

You are familiar with the 27th Chapter of Matthev

the fifth verse, aren't you?

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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A

Q

Well net sir, I weuld like teo see.

Well, I den't have it with me.

BY MR. HAUBERG:

If the Court please, we ebject to this.

BY THE COURT:

I think se tee. Sustain.

BY MR.

BUCKLEY:

That's all Yeur Hener.

BY MR.

WEIR:

May I preceed, Your Honer?

BY THE COURT:

Yes, with ene questien

BY MR.

WEIR:

Thank yeu sir.

Q

Reverend Dennis, you theught that Reverend Killen
was se innecent that you effered te ge statewide
and help raise funds fer his defense, didn't you?
I was asked by Sam Bewers te take a pesitien en
the committee that weuld be erganized for raising
funds and I wasasked by the Agents to take this
pesitien and it was in cennectien with my positier
with them.

And that was a committee te help the preacher
raife funds to defend himself in this case wasn't

it?

Willinm A Navie Nffirial Canrt Ranarter  lackennm  Mice
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A

As I understand it it was fer all ef the defendant

" Well, as far as that is cencerned, Brother Killen

has never teold yeu that he had any part in this
incident has he?7

No sir.

In fact of the business yeu told Mr. Watkims
here and you teld Mr. uh His Hemer on the bench

here on direct examinatien nene of the defendants

being tried here im this case never intimidated

or threaten any ef these civil rights werkers
do yeu deny that?

In my presence.

BY MR. HAUBERG:

We object, Your Henmer, that's been asked.

BY THE COURT:

I think its repetitieus but I'll everrule yeour

objectien.

BY MR. WEIR:

Q

A

And that's still yeur answer now?

Yes siz.

New, yeu say yeu received some $5, uh $15,000.00
or mere dellars, how much more did you receive?
I said appreximately $15,000.00 sir and I den't |

have the actual figures.



10

i1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21
22
23
24

25

884

o)

>

P - -

Just whe was it that paid yeu this $15,000.007
It was the Agents that I talked with.

What are their names?

Jehn Martin and Den Ceasar.

Den Caeser?

Yes,

Just hew much meney has Den Ceaser paid yeu?
He's been paying me since J@hn‘left,vwhich was
foer the last two years.

Is that an agent of the Federal Bureau eof Investi-
gatien?

Yes sii.

And is these payments made by cash, check ex
meney erder?

They are made by cash.

De you knew where they get their meney te pay yeu
with?

Congress apprepriates the meney te eperate the
Bureau.

And they pay it eut ef the Bureau funds in cash.
Well they pay me in cash, what it comes eut of
I den't know.

Michael Schwerner, yeu knew him seme?

I didn't knew him.

Did you ever sae him?

Williom A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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A Net that I knew of.

Q Never in your lifetime?

A I said I didn't knew him, and if I ever saw him
I didn't knew it te be him.

Q Did yoeu knew that he was an athesit?

BY MR. HAUBERG:

We ebject, Your Hener.

BY THE GOURT:

Sustéin the ebjectien. That's been asked at leést
twice since this witness has been en the stand.
BY MR. ﬁEIR:
Excuse me, Your Hener, I den't mean te ask anything
that's been asked and I beg Yeur Hener's parden.
Q  Yeu did testify that Mr, Billy Birdsen was ene
of the mest actives in any incident that yeu might
testify here about?
A. I said he was a very active member when he was
a Klansman,
Q Well, didn't yeu tell Mr, Watkins that he was the
mest active?
BY MR. HAUBERG:
If the Ceurt please, that's repetitious again.
BY THE COURT:

I'1l let him answer.

T mlommm
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Didn't you tell him that on direct examinatien?
Yes, he was active,

And if he was the most active one, can yeu explais
why He is net being tried er enme of the ent being

tried?

BY MR. HAUBERG:

We object te that, .

BY THE COURT:

Sustain the objectien.

BY MR. WEIR:

Q

A,

New, Brether Demnis, whenever you decided te
beceme a federal infermer isn't it a fact that
these federal agents furnished uh uh underteok
thk cennect you up in seme manner in this case?
No sir.

Have yeu ever been accussed eof taking part

or participated in the event that is alleged to-
have eccurred?

Not that I knew eof.

They didn't ceme to yeou when they came with that
kind of prepesition whatever]

Noe sir,

They just came with yeu with the momey?

They did net come te me with the meney.

Te start with?
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Q

They breught meney later, yes sir,

Are you still a member ef the Klan?

I don't knew where they considér me a member er noi
sir,

Well what de yeu censider yeourself as?

Well I weuld say I'm net.

Well, when did yeu decide that yeu were net?

When I testified teday.

Teday is the first day that yeu have censidered
yeurself as net a member of the Klan?

Well I heard yeu say a while age that yeu theught
ene thing they had te de was te banish Delmar
Dennis frem the Klan.

When was this new?

Just a while age, before we broke for lunch.
Where were yeu stitting?

Right here.

Yoeu mean yeu heard me say something en here?

Yes sir, I teek it te be a jeke but I did hear

- you say that.

Did yeu say yeu understoed it was a jeke?
I said I teek it as a jeke and several of the
others did too.

Well=-~-if yeu den't mind, let me ask the questio:

BY THE MARSHAL

Let's have erder.
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BY MR. WEIR:
Q  Let's see now, Brether Dennis, you-ve been-~--=-~
excuse me Judge, I guess I, well*—-~aﬁyway,

A,

A,

Brother Demnis, at ene time you did repert to

the federal autherities that yeu eriginally jeined
the Klan with the idea of riding in excess ef its
activities, didn't yeou?

An expese, was the werd yeu were trying te

define? |

Yes sir,

This was in my mind when I jeined, yes sir,

Just a mement, Yeur Hener. Now, to yeur knewledge
nene of the Meridian members had anything te de
with this incident ef civil rights werkers?

I'm serry sir, weuld yeu repeat the questien?

Just a minute new, and I'll clarify that with
Counsel, Let me withdraw that preceeding and

then I'll get back inte it., New let's see

Brother Dennis, yeu've been a methedist preacher
is that right?r

I was appreved by the Methedist church, I was

never ordained a Methedist.

But yeu have preached as a Methodist minister?

Yes sir,

But ne lenger?

Willinm & Pavie NFFirial CAanrk PDanarter  lnebeonm  Adiee
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Q

And yeu have preached as a Baptist preacher?
That's right.

But no lenger?

Well, I still held license in the Seutherm Baptist

Church, yes.

And-==--

BY THE GOURT:

I den't believe yeu let him finish Ceinsel.

BY MR. WEIR:

I'm serry Judge, yeu may answer,

BY THE WITNESS:

A

&

These license are geoed fer a lifetime and reads
that I may preach wherever I may have an eppertunit
te serve, and I admit here that I hwe served in
several churches if this is the peint that you
want te maike, and will again wherever there is an
eppertunity fer me te preach. I'm inter-denemina-
tienal in my religious beliefs.

New, did yeu quit the churches ex did the churches
quit yoeu?

I quit them when I meved frem ene te anether.
Well, yeu are preaching at neme of them new, is
that right?

That's right.

and yeu are net a Mathedisi minister new?

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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A That's right.
Q Well, are yeu a Baptist er Methedist?
A I weuld say I'm a nen-denoeminatieml sir, I held
erdinatien papg;?&aﬁé license in the Seuthern
Baptist Cnurcn, and preach wherever I have an
eppertunity, I am met the paster ef a church
at‘the present time.
Q And was it mentiened that yeu are ne lenger
living with yeur wife? |
A I den't think its been mentiened here, but I'm
net.
Q  And have yeu been married before this?
BY MR. HAUBERG:

We object te that, if the Ceurt piease,
BY MR. HAUBERG:

Sustain the ebjectien.
BY MR. WEIR:

Q Ok, is the reasen that yeu are net living with
her invelved in amny way the faoﬁ that yeu are
testifying here as an imfermer?

BY MR. HAUBERG:

We object, Your Henor,
BY THE COURT:

I'1l let him answer that.

BY THE WITNESS:

-l s 1 g b s b
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A I don't knew why I'm nmet living with my wife

except she ism't there., That's where I've been

and she left se that's why I'm net living with her

here

Yes sir,

A And we weuld have to see her and ask her if the

reasen has anythimg te de with the relatienmship

te this case.

- BY THE COURT:

I think yeu've feund eut all abeut that se let's
ask him something else.
BY MR. WEIR:

Yeur Hener I will.

Q  Brother Demnis, yeu are met with the Klanm, yeu

are net with yeur wife, and yeu are met with
yeur church, but instead yeu are with the
federal gevernment, as their empleyee at this
time?
BY MR. HAUBERG:
We ebject te that if the Ceurt please.
BY THE COURT:
Sustain the ebjectien.
BY MR. WEIR:
Q  Well, at this time yeu are an employee of the

federal gevermment?
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I'm a witness at this time, sir.

Well, yeu are paid fer it ain't yeu?

Net te be a witness,

But yeu are paid fer the infermatien?

I have been paid fer the infermation; yes sir,

Infermatien that yeu are new testifying abeut?

> O > O P> o ¥

Yes sir. - Same informatién.
Q SAhd‘instead ef thirty pieces of silver yéu got
MARSHAL: . gégﬁgogigigE, LET'S HAVE ORDER,
BY MR. HAUBERG:
We object te that.
BY THE COURT:
Sustain the ebjectien.
BY MR. WEIR:
Q ' New, Brether Dennig----
BY THE COURT: |
Counsel, if we have any quips like that I'm geing
te let yeu sit dewm.
BY MR, WEIR:
Your Honor please, this is in reference to-=--=-
BY THE COURT:
I knew what its in reference to and I know what I'm
telling you, den't let that happen again.

BY MR. WEIR:

QR  Now, Reverend Diennis, did you purchase five guns
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frem semeene, have yeu purchased guns, five guns
lately?
BY MR, HAUBERG:
We ebject te that.
BY THE COURT:
OVerxrruled,
BY THE WITNESS:
‘A I haven't purchased any guns lately. I have

beught many guns in my life,

Q De yeu generally carry a gun with you?

A I have for the last three years.

Q De yéu have one with yeu new?

A, Ne sir, I de net.

Q Yeu generally de Carry a gun with yeu den't you?

A I generally carry a gun, yes sir.

Q A Pistel?

A It is.

Q  And de you gemerally, uh, well, do you know a
Mr. Mack Currie?

A Yes sir.

Q Did yeu purchase five guns frem him?

A I den't think I purchased five, it ceuld have bee;
five over the years.

Q Did yeu purchase five at one time?

A Ne sir. I did not.

Willimm A NaAvie Aéfirial Canrt Dannartar  backean Mise
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~New, I netice that Mr., Buckley asked yeu if

you appeared befere the House of Unamerican
Activities Committee, and yeu said that yeu did
net, why did yeu net appear?

Sir, they pestpened it several times and finally

I get a statement frem them that I was no lenger

- under subpeena, se I den't knew why.

Were<ygu advised that the reasen might have been
because‘ymu were expected teo tes?ify here teoday?
Sir, I den't knew why they pestpened it.

Could it have been the fact that yoeu might have
been a purperted defendant in this case?

Sir, I den't knew why I didn't testify.

Reverend Dennis, I believe you've already testifie
that you never attended any Klan meeting with
Cecil Price?

That's right.

And de you tell the Court and Jury mew that this
meeting that was held eut at the scheol heuse,
you remember telling abeut that den't yeu, that
Cecil Price was net there, was he?

Not that I knew of sirx,.

Well, yeou kneﬁ him, didn't yeu?

Yes,

If he had been there you would in all prebability
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have knewn it, or yeu weuld have seen it?

A Well I prebably weuld, the lighting there wasn't
so good and there were people there with dark
glasses on.

Q  But the chances would have been geed that yeu
would have seen him if he had been there, and
you tell the Ceurt amd Jury that yeu did neot see
him that night?

A That's right.

Q  Your Hener, may I have just a very brief cenferenc

BY MR. ALFORD:
Yeur Héner, we need te ask ene of our defendants
a questien, righﬁ here in the ceurtreem?

BY THE COURT:
All right

BY MR., WEIR:

May it please the Court I believe that's all and

my three minutes are up.
BY THE COURT:
All right, any further questiesns?
Yes, Your H;noro
BY THE COURT:
All right.

BY MR, PIGFORD:
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Mr. Dennis, I will ask you please sir, in this

meeting that yeu related that yeu attended in

Nesheba Ceunty, what kind of car was it that Mr,

Akin traveled up the;e in?

No sir, I den't knew,

Could you tell us what celer it was?
It was white. |

Ceuld yeutell us the make of it?

Ne sir, I ceuldn't.

New, you didn't see him after you left until yeu

got there?

That's right.

When the testimeny abeut feeple leaving that

meeting, Mr. Akin remained at the meeting, did he

net?

That's right.

ow, you all wereNtalking there while people were

out?

That's right.

Now,this was in early May, ‘I believe you said it w

No, the 16th of June.

loth of June?

Yes sir.

And that's yeur best recollection?

Yes sir.
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That's yeur best recellectien?

That's right.

On the 16th eof June yeu stated yeu did net pay
your dues, was that a dues paying meeting or
semething?

No.

Or did yeu just deéidevafter that date nét to
pay yeur dues?

That's right.

How were they payable?

They ceuld be paid quarterly or menthly.

And after that date yeu did mnet pay?

That's right.

But yeu did the best yeou could te get what
infermatien yeu ceuld te repert te the Federal
Buaeau of Investigatien?

I waén't reperting te the Bureau then.

But you did later didn't you?

Yes sir, I did later.

And yeu continued te do that up until December

of 19647

Well I started in Nevember of 1964 and centinued

up until the present time,
The present time.

Uh hum.
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New Reverend Dennis, de yeu remember the eccasimn
at the Pine Springs Methedist Church when suit
was breught against yeu by the officials ef the
Methedist church te have yeou te desist frem
occupying a pulpit and helding services in that
church?

Neo sir that wasn't the Pine Springs Church.

What church was it?

There was a suit breught asking me net to ge

inte the Amtiech Church inm the Cellinsville
Cammgnity.

That suit was breught asking yeu net te ceme there
te held services?

The suit was breught asking am injunctien fer

me geing en that preperty, ne injunctien was
granted because I velunteered net te ge back there
Net te go again.

That's right,

All right, new that paticular church weuld yeu
censider that church part ef yeur pasterate?

This church asked me te ceme and serve as their
paster shertly before then, the ceurt actien.

I see. Now, it has been alleged, I'll withdraw
that questien. Mr. Demnnis, Mr. B. L. Akins has

never discussed with yeu in any regard anything
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abeut Michael Schwerner, Andrew Geodman and

James Chaney, has he?

‘Yes sir, we've discussed it tegether,

~-And when was that?.

He discussed it in the summer of '64, and then
again semetime areund the middle eof '65.

Ah& where was that in the éunmwr ef '647

It was at the trailer eof Mr, Akips, and semetimes~
Was that more than end time?

Yes sir., We talked abeut Geatee, the discussien
did net include the other twe.

I see. Anything subsequent te '647?

He mentiened it ence again late in '65 er it

may lae been '66, it was after a publicatien ef

a beek that had been written cencerning the case
and he mentiened it again then.

What's yeur best recellectien as te when it was

in '64 that yoﬁ say he said semething te yeu about
LT

Geatee?

Yes sir,

Semetimes in May eof 1964.

I see. Was net after June of '647

It was discussed ggain briefly after that.

New hew many times did yeu talk abeut it in 6472
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Sir he was present during a let of the discussien
iﬁ 1964 ,mere than ene time during the suwmmer of
164,

I don't believe you understoed my questien, Mr.t
Dennis. I asked yeu if he discussed net if he
was present where it was discussed but did he |
discuss it with yeu is my questien te yeu?

I undersﬁand.

Will yeu answer?

Seen after he héd been arrested in conmectien with
the case he mentiened it and then again after

the beek came out,

Let me interrupt yeu here just»fer clarity, that
was after June, 19647

That's ceorrect. In fact that was in August ef
1964,

But he never discussed with yeu anything abeut
these three men prier to thfYat time did he?

Ne sir, I den't recall him saying anything abeut
them,

Now, Mr. Demnis, have yeu read the bill ef complai;
filed against yeu by yeur wife in a diverce pre-
ceeding?

Yes sir,

Is this==--

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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