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BY MR. HAUBERG:
We object te that if the Ceurt please.
BY THE COURT:
I'll everrule your objectien, but we den't want te
ge inte a demestic relation case, if that's what
yeu've get in mind.
BY MR. PIGFORD:
Q I'll ask yeou if yeu have readthat cemplaint?
A | Yes sir, |
Q And that is a cepy ef it?
A.  Yes sir, I believe that's a copy eof it.
BY MR. HAUBERG:
If the Court please we are geing te ebject te anything
he's handing the witness, it is whelly immaterial te
this case.
BY THE COURT:
of course, I know what his ebject is in the paper.
BY MR. PBGFORD:
Q  Yeu say that is a true copy of it?
A, T believe it is sir, I read it ene time.
Q  All right sir.
BY THE COURT:
He may leek at it,
BY MR. PIGFORD:

Shall I wait until he has looked at it before I ask
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BY

BY

BY

BY

BY

BY

BY

BY

BY

THE COURT:
I think he's looked at it, yeu may preceed,
MR. PIGFORD:

& Mr. Dennis, you know that yeu wife has alleged

in her swern bill ef cemplaint that yeu have beat

her several times~---
MR. HAUBERG:
We ebject if the Ceourt please,

THE COURT:

Let him finish his questien.
MR. PIGFORD (CONTINUING)

Q «..and she was in fear of her ewn physical safety,

yeu knew that did yeu net?
A I knew she said that yes éir.
MR. HAUBERG:
We object if the Ceurt please.
THE COURT:
Well I'1l overrule the objectien, she says it and
he denies it, that's a typical diverce case.
HH. PIGFORD:
I just wanted te knew if he knew that, Yeur Honer.
A, Yes sir.

Q  That is the basis of the bill feor divorce?

MR. HAUBERG:

We object te his geing into it any further?
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BY THE COURT:

Yes, I'll sustain the objectien.
BY MR. PIGFORD:

All xight sir. . . .
BY THE COURT:

Anyene else want te ask this witness any questiens?
BY MR. v_;v.i_éﬁ:LNTIRE: | |

T  fes, Yeur Homor.

BY TﬁE_COURTﬁV

Be sure its semething that hasn't already been asked.
BY MR. McINTIRE:

Q Brother Dennis, en that night in Nesheba Ceunty
at the meeting at the gym, did yeu have an
eccasien te see Lawrence Andrew Rainey there?

A I didn't see him there.

Q Yeustate that yeu heve been te several meetings
of the Klan, have yeu ever seen Lawrence Andrew
Rainey at any of these meetings at all?

A Ne sir not at any fermal Klan meetings.

Q Have yeou ever seen Lawrence Andrew Rainey be
swern inte the Klan.

A Ne sir,

Q I believe you stated on direct examination Mr.
Demmis that yeu had eccasien te visit Sheriff

Rainey in his effice. Weuld you tell the Ceurt
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and Jury the purpese ef that meeting?

I pald Sheriff Rainey several visits in his effice
There were ne specific reasens fer geing by.

Did yeu have .an eoccasien te go in his eoffice at
ene time with yeur brother?

Y;s, I was in Philadelphia.to visit my brother
and'ﬁeuboth saw him eon eccasiens, . .

Weuld yéﬁ tell the Ceurt and Jury'theVSpecific
purpese that yeu went by his éffice‘aﬁ that ﬁime?
Sir, I den't knew which time yeu are referring té.
The time yeu went by with yeur brether, Willie,
the paster ef the Church in Phikidelphia, or

was the paster up theee of the First Seuthern
Methedist Church in Philadelphia.

Sir, I den't remember any specific reasen for

the twe of us geing by.

Isn't it a matter eof fact that yveu went by there
to pick up a gun frem Sheriff Rainey?

I have been by there te pick up -‘a gun frem Sherif

Rainey, yes sir.

Whe did the gun beleng te?

It belenged teo me.

It belonged to yeu? And hew ceme Sheriff Rainey
was in pessessien of this firearm?

He had it in his poessessien because he had arrest

IO

Willliam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jockson, Miss.
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a man with it in his pessessien,
Q ’Whe was the bey er man he arrested?
A It was my brether,
- Q& Yeur brethexr? .
A Yes.,
Q  De yeu knew what yeur brether was arrested for?
' BY MR.MAUBERG:
| Wé ebjeét te that if the Ceﬁft please,
- BY THE COURT: | |
Sustained,
BY MR. McINTIRE:
Q  Did the Sheriff give the gum back te yeu?
A, He did.
Q And yeu are telling fhis Ceﬁrt and Jury that yeu
at ne time have ever seen Sheriff Lawrence
Andrew Rainey be swern in as a member of the Ku
Klux Klan?
A.  That's right.
Q@  Thank yeou, Yeur Hener.
BY THE GOURT:
Are you gentlemen finished fer the defense?
ALL COUNSL FOR DEFENSE:
Yes sir.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. DOAR:
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Q At the June 16 meeting at the abandoned gymnasium
in Neshéba County, which one of the Barnetts was
there?

A. It was Hop Barnette.

Q  And did yeu see---=

BY MR. ALFORD:

Your Hener please, we object te that, thaﬁ's net

proper redlrect examlnatlen, he sheuld have asked

him that en cress examinatien. - . |

BY THE COURT:
I believe the questisn was asked and an answer was
given, se I'll sustain the objectien.

BY MR. ALFORD:
And meve te exclude his answer please.

BY THE GOURT:
Well I wen't exclude it becauws e I think its already
in the recerd.

BY MR. DOAR:

Q At that meeting at the abandened gym en June the
16th, what if anything, did Mr. Akin de?

A Well he went out te his car and got a gun and
loaned it te semebedy whe went em the missien ox
whatever you may call it.

BY MR, HENDRICKS:

We object te that, its met preper at this time.
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He didn't bring that eut on direct examinatien,
BY THE COURT:
I den't believe he did either, I'll sustain the

ebjectien.

' BY MR. DOAR:

- BY MR, HENDRICKS:

Wg‘mévé his answer be excluded, Your Hener, and:;he
| vjufy instructed te disregard it. |
BY THE COURT:
L don;t believe he answered it, but if he did, Members
of the Jury, disregard it,
BY MR. DOAR:

Q I believe Mr, Pigferd asked yeu abeut a dispute yeu
had with a church back in 1963, what was that
dispute about?

A, It had to de ﬁith the Natiemal Ceuncil ef Churches
and the gevernment of the Methedist Church.

And what was yeur pesitien?
A My pesitien ig=~-
BY MR. ALFORD:
Your Hener please; we object, this is immaterial.
BY THE COURT:
Yes, I'll sustain the ebjecitien,

(Whereupen witness excused)
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BY MR. OWENS:

Q What is your name?

A My name 1s Beatrice Cole.

BY THE COURT:

| : quemah?
Eﬁ'THE WITNESé;

Cole.
BY THE COURT:

Cole, Thank you.

BY MR. ROBERTS:

Q How old are you?
A My age, 61.
Q Where dovyou live?
A I live in Philadelphia, Mississippi, Neshoba Coun;ty.
Q How long have you lived in Neshoba County?
A All of my life.
Q Where do you live from Philadelphia, Mississippi?
A About nine miles east of Philadelphia.
Q Does that community have a particular name?
A Known as the Longdale community.
Q Now, what church are you a member of?
A L am tre member of Mount Zion Methodist Church.

e A Mt ALLled Paiicd Dmmnsboe  Laelamm Miew
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Where 1e that located?
That's located about two miles north of Longdale

School.

And 1s thaton the same road you live on?

It is.

And how long mve you been a member of that church?
Ever since I can remember. : :

Now, dld you go to a meeting at that_church,on’juhe,
16th, 19642 | L

Yes sir, I did.

Wit kind of a meéting was that?

That day?

Yes.

It was uhh meeting that they said was known as
learning to vote and register.

What day was that?

That wmas f1fth Sunday in May.

No, I didn't ask you about the fifth Sunday in May.
The 16th of June, 19647

Oh. I'm sorry. Oh. That was uhh leaders and
stewarts meeting.

Ware these all leaders of the church?

That was there?

Yes.

Yes sir, they were.

William A, Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Mlss,
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Who was there, 1f you recall?

Well, myself, my husband, Cornelius Steele, Mavis
Steele, their two children, T. J. Miller, and Jim
Cole, Georgia Rush, and John T. Rush.

Weré thcse all, whre these people white or negro?

They were negroes.

. Did they all 1live in thatcommunity?

iThey did.

Now,‘aﬁbﬁt what time did you go to‘that meeting?
Well, somewhere about 8:30 I think.

And what tlmeywascbhefmeeting over?

Somewhere about 9:30.

And what did you do after the meeting?

Well, I went out the door.

You did, and where did you go?
To the car.
And tren what happened, just tell the Court and the

jury what happened after you got to that car?

Well, when I got to---

BY MR. ALFORD:

Your Honor please, we object to this line of
questioning, has nothing to do wilith the lawsult

being tried.

BY MR, BUCKLEY:

Your Honor, if it please the Court, we expect this

William A. Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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testimony to be inflammatory and highly prejudicial
and belleve have the right to inquire to the
admlssibillty of 1t before submitting 1t to the jJury,
BY ME COURT:
Well, I will overule your objection. Go along.
BY MR. OWENS: | 7
Q Tell the Court andljury‘égter_you got to your car |

what you did and what happened?

A Well, I started out to the car, we‘gdt in thecar.
Q Who 1is we?
A My husband, and 1t was a car coming up on the yard

and the car parked vdry close to our car and this
car had to back out in order that we could get out

to go down the driveway to theroad and as we went

down to the road this car that was behird us it
trailed behind us until we got to the road and there
we was halted by a man that there standing there.
Q Did that man say anything?
A Yes, he told my husband---
BY MR. BUCKLEY:
Your Honor, may it please the Cout, we object unless

she i1dentifies him.

BY THE COURT:
I think you better ldentify the person if you can.

BY MR. OWENS:
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Q Would you look around this court room and see 1f you
see that man?
BY THE COURT:
Do you kmow who 1t was by n;a me?
BY THE WITNESS:

No sir, I did not.

 BY THE COURT:

Would you recognize that person by sight?v
BYTHE WITNE SS: | |
Well, I belleve I will if I can find him.
BM THE COURT:
All right.
BY THE WITNESS:
I believe 1ts te fourth man.
BY MR. PIGFORD:
We object to what she belleves.

BY TIE WITNESS:

That is the foupPyh man he looks 1like that man there.

BY MR. OWENS:

Q But you are not certain?

A Its my bellef, my truly belief.

Q Now which man, wha happened then?
BY MB. WEIR:

If the Court please, I move the Court exclude 1t.

BY THE @ URT:
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Overruled, N
BY MR, OWENS:

Q Look all around the court room, even behind you, and
see 1f you recognlize anybody that you saw out there
that night? Even éll the way back around behind you

BY MR, HENDRICKS:
We object to that, Your Honor. She hasn't said she
séw.but one person. | vl
BY THE COURT:
Overruled.
BY THE WITNESS:
I'm sprry. Let me look around agaln. I remember -

seelng this man, I belleve, looks like this man.

BY MR, OWENS:
Q Now, which man are you pointirg to?
A The second man from this man here, 1, 2, 3, 4, the

fourth man, that man right there.
Q Now, where dild you see him?

A That's the one that was told us my husband to cut

his lights off.

Q And then what happened?

A He cut his 1lights off.

Q And then what happened?

A Well, he asked him first he flashed his flashlight

in his face, he says what kimd of meeting this you

Willlam A, Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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having out here.

BY THE COURT:

3 Who said that?

4| BY MR. OWENS:

5 Q Who said that?

6 A This man with the flashlight.

7 | BY THE CQURT:

8 _ Wnho is_that now 5
9| BY THE WITNESS:

1bv This man back here.

]]‘ BY THE COURT:

12 The individual that you identified behind you?
13| BYHE WITNESS: |

14 Yes sir.

15| BY THE COURT:

16 All right.

17| BY THE WITNESS:
18 He told him to cut his lights off, he said you are
19 the, he sald what kind of ameeting says you having
20 here, he sald official leaders and stewards meeting,
21 he said where are your guards, he says we don't have
22 guards in our church meeting, he said you are a damn
23 lie, he sald get out of this car and well he snatche
24 him out of the car.

25| BY MR. OWENS:

William A. Dovis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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Q Is that your husband?
A My husband.
BY MR. WEIR:

Your Honor please, may we have a continuing objectilo:

at all times rather than object each time?
BY THE COURT:

Well, no sir, I think you better ask for a continuing

objection. I give you a continuing objection to this

line of testimony from this witness and its over-
ruled.
BY MR. OWENS:
Q Then wht happened?

A Well, after he cut his lights off and snatched him

-

out of the car he sayd where your guards, he says we,

don't have guards, and then they began to slug him and he

¢ saysyou better say somethling say where your guards

don't we will kill you and they begin slugging him
ard he didn't say anything.

Q Were thereother men peesent?

A They was.

Q Were they whibe or negro?

A They were white.

Q And then what happened?

A Well uhh he walked up to me this man dild, he says

0ld woman whg 1s this you got in this purse, he saye

Williom A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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get out of this car and he snatched me out and
snatched my purse and searched my purse.

And then what happened?

Well, it was a man standing over there he says what
do you find, he says, no, he says what you have 1in
our purse, I says nothing but Sunday School litera-

ture and after he searched this man sayswhat do you

find, he says nothing. He threw my purse back in
the car.
Then what happened?

Well, then they begin to search my husband.

BY THE COURT:

Who is they?

BY MR. OWENS:

Q

A

Who 1is they?
Just a bunch of people, they put him up to, made him
get up to the car and stretch his hands up over the

car.and searched him.

BY MR. BUCKLEY:

Your Honor, please the Court, we object to this

anyone she cannot ldentify.

BY THE COURT:

Ithink she betéer identify the people that were

engaged inthis activity, point them out, if she can.

BY MR. OWENS:

William A. Davis, Officiol Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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Yes.

BY THE COURT:
All right. Go ahead.
BY MR. OWENS:
Q Iet me ask you this question. Was this man that you
pointed out behind you present when they searched

your husband?

A When thy searched my husband?

Q Yes.

A Was he was talking to me at that particular time.
Q But he was rightthere at the cazr?

A He was.

BY MR. BUCKLEY:
Your Honor, please the Court, I object to him

leading hls witness.

BY THE COURT:
Ovdrruled. Was it a dark light or a moonlight night’
BY HEE WITNESS:
1t was kind of a light night.
BY THE COURT:
Cald you see them when they dildn't have the lights
on well enough to distingulsh their features Br the
faces of people that were present?
BY THE WITNESS:

Well, immediately after they searched my purse---

Willlam A. Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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BY THECOURT:
You understamd my question?

BY THE WITNESS:
Just a minube please. The gun flired and it was a
car coming to the north ard showed bright lights whei
I could see people around, all around.

BY THE COURT:

You mean you couldn't see unless a car shown lights
onthem?

BY THE WITNESS:
Not real plain.

BY THE COURT:

All right.

BY MR. OWENS:

Q Now, which man came to the car to talk to you?
A Bout my purse?

Q Yes.

A This man here.

Q Okay .

BY THE COURT:

You know hls name?

&

BY THE WITNESS:
Fir st time I'!'ve seen him since that night since I
didn't know hils name at that time.

BY THE COURT:

Willlam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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Had you ever seen him before?

BY THE WITNESS:
No sir.
BY MR. OWﬁNS:
Q Did anybody ever show you a picture of a man that

looked like him?

A T_hey did.
Q Afterthat.

' BY ME COURT:

Did he represent himself in any officlal capacity at

the time?

BY HE WITNESS:

No sir, he did not.
BY THE COURT:

Did he have a gun?
BY HE WITNESS:

I didn't see one.

BY THE COURT:
All right.
BY MR. OWENS:
Q Did any of these other people have guns?
A They did.
Q After you were taken out of the car whaﬁ happened?
A Well, I was standing and a policeman told me to

come over here.

Witllam A, Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jockson, Miss.
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Q A policeman?

A Yes, they did.

Q Okay.

A And he walked me a little plece down the road and I
wag standing there.

Q And what happendd?

A I was looking kindly east and he“sgys turn back this |
way and that was in the direction of where my husbanc
was. Ty

Q All right.

A And they were still beating my husband and I was
praying.

BY MR. WEIR:
We object to that unless she says who they 1s.
BY HE COURT: |

Overruled.

BY MR, OWENS:

Q

A

Go ahead.
I was paaying very hard, I was Just prayirg saying
Lord have mercy, Lord have mercy, don't let them

kill my husband.
Just tell the Court and Jjury what happened?
And then after that I heard a volce sound like a

woman scream down the road just a little plece below

me and then a man walked up with a club and I was

Willlam A. Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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continwe sayirg Lord have mercy and he drew back to
hit me and I asked this policeman that was standing

by him would he allow me to pray and this one was on

the right ard one was on tre left. The one on the

right saysif you think it will do you any good you

had better pray. The one on the left, says 1ts too

late to pray.

BY THE COURT:

Did you know who those policemen were?

BY THE WITNESS:

No sir, I did not.

BY THE COURT:

Were they town police or county police or highway

patrolMen?

BY THE WITNESS:

I really don't know.

BY MR, OWENS:

Wit color were their uniforms?

Blue. They were blue. And so he sald I asked him
would he allow me to pray. 1 fell on my knees amd

I begin to pray and as I prayed I just sald Father
I stretch my hami to Thee, I stretch my hand to Thee,
no other help I know.

And then wia t happened?

If---witness mumbling- where shall I go and this

Willlam A, Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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BY MR.

BY THE

BY THE

BY THE

BY THE

BY MR.

BY MR.

BY THE

policeman says ---
BUCKLEY:
Your Honor, please theCourt, we object.
COURT: -
Yes, I sustain the objection.
WITNESS:
He saild leave him living.
COURT:
Jut a minute, witness,
WITNESS:

Yes sir.

COURT:
Answer his next question.

OWENS:
Then what happened after you prayed?
He sald leave him livirg.

Who was he referring to?

That's Jjust what he said, said leave him living.

BUCKLEY:

Your Honor, please theCourt, we object not only for

what he sald but because they haven't told who it
was, what elther party said.
WITNESS:

The police told my husband told them to leave the

man living.

William A. Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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BY THE COURT:
But you don't know who the policeman was?
BY THE WITNESS:
No sir, I don;t/
BYTE COURT:
Do you know the people that are on trial 1n thils
case, you ever seen thelr names?
BY THE WITNESS:
Yes sir.
BY THE COURT:
Do you know any one of them?

BY THE WITNESS:

No sir.

BY THE COURT: V ,

You couldn't identify any one of them as being tle
ones 1n anywige 1involved orpresent on that occasion?

BY THE WITNESS:

No sir.
BY THE COURT:
You don't know the name of the gentleman behind you
that youldentified?
BY THE WITNESS:
Yes sir.

BY THECOURT:

What'!s his name?

William A. Davis. Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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Mr. Hop Barnette.

BY ME COURT: \

| ""BY THE COURT:

You do know him then?

BY THE WITNESS:

Yes sir, I know him.

=

I understood you to'séy a mlnute ago:y&u'didn't Know

him.,

BY THE WITNESS:

I thought you was talking of these others excusing

him.

BY THE COURT:

All right.

BY MR. OWENS:

=4

O

Did you know his name at the time?
No sir, I didn't know his name at the time, didn't

know him at all, hadn't never seen him before.

Now, after they said leave him living what happened?
Well they Jjust immediately stopped beating him.

How many men were out there?

I don't know.

Was 1t a few or?

1t was a large number.

And then what happened?

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jockson, Miss,
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A Well, then I went to my husband. He was laying on
the ground. I 1lifted him up second tlme to hils
knees and he Jjust flopped back to the ground.

BY MR. WEIR:
We obJect to that, Your Hponor please.

BY MECOURT:
Overruled. Were these people dressed in any
particular way?

BY THE WITNESS: |
Well, three or four or maybe more was dressed in
black robes and black hoods.

BY MR. OWENS:

Q - And how were the others dressed?

A They weee dressed in common, in shirt sléeves, all I
could notice they had short shirt sleeves.
Q How about the man whom you pointed out behind you,

how was he dressed?

A He was 1n his shirt sleeves.
Q And then wh&t did you do?
A Well, I pulled my husband up best I could and he

staggered to the car.

Q Were these men still there?

AL They were.

Q And what did you do then?

A Well, he lent up galnst the car for a while trying

Willlam A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jockson, Miss,
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to study hisself. Then he tried to drivwe home.

Q Add did he drive home?
A Yes sir, some way he did.
Q Now, after you got home did you go down the road by

the church the next morning?

A Yes sir, I did.

Q And did you see the church?

A Yes sir, I saw the burning.

Q You what?

A Saw the burning, the church burning.

Q Can you describe the conditlon of the church when
you went by the next morning?

A Well, it was only the front part of the front framing
in front was Jjust almost burnt down, if was just a

little bit of the framing standing.

BY THE COURT:

When did this church burn?
BY ME WITNESS:

Unhh, June 16th, 54,
BY THE COURT:

I see. What time of the day or night?
BY THEWITNESS:

Night.

BY THE COURT:

I sald we t timeof day ar night?

William A. Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Mlss,
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BY THE WITNESS:

What time 1t was?

BY THE COURT:

Yes.

BY THEWITNESS:

a

A

=3

» O

> O 9 ®» O

D

Oh, it was somewhere between to make a rough guesé}

between 11 and 12:00 or something like that.

'BY MR. OWENS:

That's the same night that you’are’talking‘about?

Yes sir, it is.

Now, had you been, had you ever seen Michael
Schwerner?

Before that Sunday?

At any time?

At the meetling, yes sir.

When was that meeting?

The fifth Sunday in May.

And who mas with him,if you recall?

Uhh James Chaney and uhh, let me see, let's see, I
just can't hardly recall his name.

Some other fellow?

Dennis, Dave Dennis.

And where was that meeting held?

At the Mount Zlon Church.

The same church that was burned down?

Willlam A, Dovis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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A That's right.
Q And what was the purpose of that meetlng?
A Well, re told us he was golng to learn w how to be

intelligent, to teach us to be intelllgent voters.

BY MR. OWENS:

I have no further questions.
BY THE COURT:
A1l right.
BY MR. PIGFORD:
| Court please, we now move to exclude this testimony
of this wWitness. It has no relevancy that I can see
at all abowt the lawsuit in trial here, Your Honor,
I don't think it, we move to exclude 1t.

BY HHE COURT

Overrule your objection.

BY MR. BUCKLEY:
Your Honor, please the Cowt, I object to the last
response of the witness, she responded, he asked her
what happened and she responded to what someone told
her,.

BY THE COURT:

Yes. Hearday testimony is not competent so
disregard anything that she learned by what someone
told her. You may cross examine.

BY MR. WEIR:

William A, Davls, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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BY MR. WEIR:

If it please the Court, I move the Court to grant us

a mistrial at this time,

BY THE COURT:

Overruled.

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. ALFORD:

Q

A

Beatrice.

Yes sir.

I believe you testified that you are 61 years old

and 1lived in Neshoba County all your 1life, is that
correct?

Yes skr.

And this time that you testified about the 16th of

June, 1964, that was in the night time wasn't 1t?

Yes sir.

You say it was a dark night or a 1light night?

It was kind of a light night.

But you couldn't recognize the features of anybody
unless you had some kind of light could you?
That's right.

And you say that you had finished your meeting and
gone out to your car ard gotten into your car?

Yes sir.

When someone approachdd your car and told you to

Wiltlam A, Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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turn the lights off?

We ad gonevon, we had left the church.

Uh huh and gotten in your car hadn't you?

Yes sir.

And someone came to you and told you t turn your

lights off?

T t's right.

Now, you don't know who that was do you?
I believe I do.

You just believe you do?

I truly believe I know.

But it was in the night time?

Yes sir.

And 1t was dark wasn't 1t?

Yes sir, butit was a light.

Was a 1light?
Yes sir. A car light, was a bright light.
But at that time there wasn't no car lights shiniqg

was 1t?

Yes sir.

When they walked up to your car?
At that minute 1t was,

Huh?

Yes slr.

A car came?

Williom A, Dayis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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Yes sir.

Who was 1in that car?

In the car?

Uh huh,

The car didn't even came down where we were. It
stopped above us.

1t stopped and shined the lights down therg, is that
what you say?

Yessir,

Ard you say you beligve that was who?

Mr. Hop Barnette.

And yet you didn't know Mr. Hop Barnette before that
night?

I didn't know him that night.

You didn't know him that night?

Jut knew that man, I just knew the man.

But youdidn't know his name?

No sir.

You never seen him before huh?

No sir, not that I know of.

Uh huh. Well now, you knew that he had been Sheriff
of Neshoba County before that didn't you?

I had heard hhat hé was.

But you didn't know 1t?

No sir, I didn't know him.

William A. Davls, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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You dlidn't ever see the Sheriff, former Sheriff of

Neshoba County?
Probably I had did but I Just didn't know him.

And that he served from 1956 to 1960, I mean from

1960 to 647

Yes sir. (

- And you never had seen him befo?

If I did I didn't know him.

And yet that's the first time you ever seen him was
that time?

Yessir.

And you say that you recognized him just from seelng
him that one time?
Yes sir, I believe I know him.

Who told you that that was him?

Didn't anybody.

Didn't anybody?

Next time I saw this man I just sald that looks just
like the man.

Looks like him?

Yes sir.

But you wouldn't swear positively that that was him
would you?

I wouldn't swear 1t was no other man.

But the fact that you hadn's seen him before, just

Witllam A, Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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that one time 1s te only time you had ever seen hlm.

Who told you that was him?

Well, I had seen pictures of him.

Who showed you pictures of him?

Well, I seen plctures in different papers.
What papers?

In the Neshoba Democrat.

Was that after this?
I don't know.

You don't know. You don't know when you saw them?

I can't glve 1t definite.

Now also on the next day or the day after didn't Mr.
Rainey, the Sheriff, come out tiere with a Mr.
Singletary from the State Fire Marshal's office and
talk to you?

Yes sir.

And what did you tell him?

I--- ,
(Interrupting) Didn't you tell him that youdidn't
know nathing about that church burning?

No sir.

What did youtell him?

I told him I saw the church burning that night but I
told him I didn't know what it was burning.

You didn't ¥now what it was burning?

William A. Davis, Officlal Court Reportar, Jackson, Miss,
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No sir., I was looking out the window.
You didn't know whaﬁ it was burning?
No sir. I bvelievdd 1t was the church.
But you didn't tell him youknew i1t was the church
did you? |
Mr. Railney?

Yes.

No sir.

Ard you didn't tell Mr. Rainey and Mr. Singletary
nothing about this trouble that you all had out
there either did you?

They didn't ask mé.

You didn't tell him nothing about it did you?

No sir.

And you knew he was the Sheriff and the law officer
of the county too dldn't you?

Yes sir.

And you didn't report i1t to him did you?

No sir.

And all of the questions they asked you about all of
the church burning ard all the difficultles you

didn't say one word to Mr: Singletary, the State

you?

No sir.

William A. Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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You didn't tell him then that Mr. Hop Barnette was
out there and stopped yall did you?

No sir.

And you didn't tell him that anybody else had done
anything to you then did you?

No sir, I didn't.

Yet that was right after 1t happened so you say

ain't 1t?

4

" Yes sir.

And they spent some time with you dldn't they?

Mr, Rainey.

Mr. Rainey and Mr. Singletary?

Yes sir, they did. .

They talked to your husband too didn't they?

Yes sir.

Neither one of you told him anything about this
difficulty youhad did you?

I don't remember whether we talked about that or
not. He asked me did I know anybody out there and
T told him I didn't uh I couldn'tidentify anybody

out there.

You told him you couldn't identify them?
Yes sir.
Now did the government men, the Federal Bureau of

Investigation men, did they not show you pictures

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Mlss,
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and help you identify these men?

They never helped 1ldentify anybody.

They didn't show you some plctures?

Yes sir, they showed me some pictures.

Showed you some plctures?

Yes sir.

And. then 1s whenever you started your i@éntificatipn

wasn't 1t?

"No sip. PFirst time I seen this man I stated this

look just 1like the man that made my huskand get out

of the car and searched my purse.
But you told Mr. Rainey and Mr. Singletary you didn'{
recognlize robody didn't you?

I didn't at that time. I hadn't seen tiis man before

BY MR. ALFRBRD:

That's all.

BY MR. WEIR:

May it please the Court,

I notice that when you came into the Court room here
that you and Mr. Doar asked you to identify the man
that you Just told Mr. Alford about that you began
to count and you counted down to the number four.
Did anyone tell you to count down to the number of
four?

No sir, did not.

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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each person.
"Ahd"d1d you count to the number four and stop?

- I did.

Then why did you start connting and count down to the
fourth number? Did you do that?

I done that.

Now, why did you count toone, two, three four and
then name someone?

Welll was trying to just trying to do my best to see

Now, was there any special reason why you counted
down to the number féur and then stopped?

It was.

Why was 1t?

Because soén as I looked at this man when I first

looked at him he kindly imltated tre man that I saw.

The gentleman who has named himself 1is Mr. Jimmy
Arledge, is thatthe one you counted down to and
stopped?

Yes sir, 1t is.

And did you tell the Court and jury that you truly
believed that it was he, Jimmy Arledge, the gentleman

that you---

(Interrupting) I did until I turned my back. I

hadn't seen this man back hére.

And at whose suggestion did you turn your back?

William A. Davis, Qfficial Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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Well, told me to look around in audlence and as I

|
|

I
turned and looked then I saw tHs man looked Jjust like

the man,

'
I

Did Mr. Doar ask you to look to the wall on the back?

No sir, he did not, honest with my right hand.

Are you sure Mr. Doar didn't say look to your back

Owens ask you $hat question.

Count thE one?

Yes maam.,

No sir.

also and see, Mr. Owens, I mean Mr. Owens. Did Mr.

I was trying to get to where I could tell

people exactly who I was trylng to ldentify.

Well dild then whenever you were asked to identify
then look to your back and count down to the number

four and stop?

Say did I?

Yes maam,

I really don't knov how many I counted then, just

then, but I connted, I did count.

In other words, you looked back to see 1f that's how

many numbers you counted down to?

Do I counted?

Would you turn around and lock and see 1f that's

right?

I started here. One, two, three, then I said four.

Willlam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jacksor, Miss,
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Q Yes maam, and you stopped on four dién’t you?

A Sure did.

Q And then you sald I truly belleve something else
then?

A I daid.

Q So what you are telling the Jjury is you counted to

four and truly believed something but you can't

swear under oath that 1ts so can you?

A I can swear ﬁﬁdef Béth thaﬁ'I béliéve@
Q Yes maam, but you can't swear on &our'oath thaﬁ its
absolutely so can you2
A I can only swear that I believe from my heart. That
- 1s all I ﬁan do.
Q But as far as actually knowing that's what I am tryi
to ask you---
BY’THE COURT:
She can testify what she wishes to testlfy under
oath and everything she is saying is under her oath

on her best judgment. She doesn't have to abso-
lutely know anything.

BY MR. WEIR:
Well, may I ask her then, Your Honor please, can

you be positive, absolutely positive?

BY MR. HAUBERG:

Court please, she has already answered.

i

Wiiliam A. Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Mlss,
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BY THE COURT:

I will let her answer again.

BY MR. WEIR:

Q

® » o

Can you be absolutely positive or can there be some
doubt in your mind?

No doubt wha tsoever.

Thgn are you'absolutely positive?

I absolutely db believe.

Then are you absolutely positive wﬁen’you sayihat;
you were absolutely mistaken that Mr. Arledge was

the one?

I'm absolutely sure I'm sorry that I pointed him out
because he is not the one.

It waa not the foufth man down facing you that you
first pointed out then?

No sir, its not him.

And there was no particular reason at all to count
to the number of four and stop?

No 8ir, no particular reason.

You just counted to four and stopped?

Just counted to four and stopped.

BY THE COURT:

She has answered that several times, counsel. Let's

don't beat that to death.

BY MR, WEIR:

Willlam A, Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Mlss,
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Yes sir. Excuse me and pzrdon me, Your Honor.

BY THE COURT:

All right. Go along.

BY MR, WEIR:
Q Now, did‘you tell that you saw or knew Michael
Schwernexr? |
A (No answer.)
Q Did I understand yéu to say that you ever saw

Michael Schwerner?

A Yes sir, I have seen him.
Q And he was black headed wasn't he?
A No sir, he wasn't black headed when I saw him.
Q He wasn't? '
A A He wasnk.
Q And you are Just as sure of that as anything else
you have testified?
A Yes sir,.

BY ™E COURT:
Wit color was his hair?
BY THE WITNESS:
It was I would call him dark sandy and his halr was
kindly standy, this kind that stands up like.
BY MR. WEIR:
Q What color 1ls sandy?

A Well 1t uhh well I just couldn't give you the direct

Willlam A, Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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color but 1t was uhh well 1t Just nhad dark hair, it
wasn't black, just wasn't black.

It was, was it very dark or medium dark or wh& now?
Well, I say medium or light dark or something, 1t
wasn't black, I can tell you it wasn't black.

But 1t wasn't light either was 1t?

Wasn't white.

well, 1t»wasn“t‘light~colored, you knownwﬁafiI;mean
by light colored don't you?

It was kind of reddish, it.wasn‘t red, but 1t was

just kind of a I can't give you the alor but I do

know the color 1t was.

Well, was 1t a reddish color?
Well, it wasn't red but 1t was just, 1t wasn't black)
But it mas going on towards black more than any

other color.

BY MR, HAUBERG:

We object tothatfor repetition.

BY THE COURT:

Sustained.
BY MR. WEIR:
Q Have yoy been pald anything by the governement at
all? I mean outside of your usual fee here?
A No sir.
Q Are you expecting pay?

willlam A. Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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A For what I'm doing?
Q Yes maam?
A No sir.
Q Have you been furnished any clothing or pay in any
way? |
A No sir.
BY MR. WEIR: )

Would the Court indulge me one moment? May 1t

please Your Honor, that's all the questiors I have.

BY ®HHE COURT:

All right.

BY MR. BUCKLEY:

Q

Beatrice, have you ever testiflied before the Federal
Grand Jury in Jackson, Mississippi?

Yes sir, I did.

And you did receive pay for going over there dldn't
you?

Yes sir.

And then what you testifled to a while ago about
having not received any pay you were mistaken?
Well, I didn't understand what he meant. I thought
he was talklng about something like social security
or something like that.

Yes, I realize you Here mistaken aboutthat wasn't

you?

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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BYMR. HAUBERG:
Court please, we object to counsel arguing with the
witness. |
BY MR. BUCKLEY:
I'm not arguing with her at all.
BY THE COURT:
All right, go along.
BY THE WITNESS: |
If you just hade it aylittle plaiﬁér asked me was
for court affairs I could have answered that

directly.

BY MR. BUCKLEY:
Q T see, -well, I am not trying to mislead you or

anything and you have talked to Federal Bureau of

Investigation---
A (Interrupting) Yes sir.
Q (Continuing) alut this case---
A (Interrupting) Yes sir.
Q (Continuhg) about your testlimony haven't you?
A Yes sir.
Q In fact you did talk to them a little while before
you came 1n here didn't you?
A Uhh«= ==
Q (Interrupting) U. S. Attorneys and FBI agents?
A Yes sir.

William A. Davls, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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All right sir now in talking with them, can you
read and write?

Very well.

Very well?

Yes sir.

Did they give you anything to read over?

No sir, they dild not.

Did they read over anything to you?"

They did not.

Did they use notes in reading to you?

They-=~- |

(Interrupting) Did, pardon me, did they havé any -
thing in their hands to read from when they talked
with you? |

They had something in thelr hands but I don't know

what whether they was reading.

Did you ever give them any statemenss of any kind
that you signed or that they kept?

No sir.

You never did give them any statement s?

That I slgned?

Yes, or that you kept either one, or that they kept,
pardon me?

I didn't understand you please.

Did you ever give them any statements that they put

Wiltiam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jockson, Miss.
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down in writing is what I mean?

Oh, I don't know. I give them some statements but
now I don't know whether they wrote, did I write,
I did not.

You never did sign any statements at all?

No sir.

. Youdid testify before Federal Grand Jury in Jacksa,

Mississippi?

Yes sir.

And do you remember exactly what your testimony was
there then?

Just the same testimony that I gave hefe,

I see. In other words, you are telling me that you
have never been confused one bilt about from the
first time until the last time you talked about to
the FBI as to who was out there at the church, the
individuals you have named?

No sir.

Well, you don't pretend to tell me you know all of
them aas out there?

No, I dldn't know these people that were out there
that night.

Well let me finish. You have already testifled to
that. You don't know who the other oﬂes were and

you know youhave never seen any of them?

William A, Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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A No sir, I do not.

Q All right and the Federal Bureau of Investigation
showed you pictures of indlvidual and #sked you to
point out try to identify and see 1f you could

determine who itwas there you and your husband dldn't

you?
. Y
A es slr, they did.
Q And trey showed you a lot of pictures didn't they?
A Sure did.
Q And in fact they showed you the picture of every

person that 1s a defemnt here in this case today

didn't they?

A Well I don'tknow.

Q Well all of them that youknow of didn't they?

A I don't know.

Q Well, approximately how many did they show you?

A I don't know.

Q Did they give you a choice of any people to select

from other than people who are defendants here?

A They did not.

Q In other words, if you were to select an individual
who was there that night you would have had to
select some one of these people?

BY MR. HAUBERG:

Court please, he is argulrg wlth the witness and shu

William A, Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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didn't say that.

BY MR. BUCKLEY:
Your Honwr, if I didn't misunderstand the witre ss
that's exactly what she sald.
BY THE COURT:
Yes, I don't think she sald that. I tink you are
 trying to characterize her testimony. Sustaln the
objection.
BY MR. BUCKLEY:
Q So far as you know there was no Federal Bureap of

Investigation agent pictures among those plectures

was 1it?
A I don't know sir.
Q There was no people, negro pepple with them was 1t?
A I don't know sir.
Q Well I mean in the ones they showed you, you Know

whether they were all white or whether---
A (Interrupting) Well I didsee a negro plcture in some

books there but I don't know who it was.

Q Was there any people other than white people
pictures in tre ones that you they gave you to select

from and determine?

A They didn't give, they didn't tell me to select from
anyone.
Q Do you remember what all fetures they have shown yor

William A, Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jockson, Miss,
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No silr.

Do you remember what all pletures thy showed you
before you testifled 1n Jackson?

No sir.

Do you remember 1f youused anyone's name in Jackson?

No sir.
You just don't remember or youdidn!'t?

I didn't use anyone's name.

Do you ramember ﬁhat date‘this‘was on again?

Uhh June 16th. |

June 16th. Now, you testified something whille ago
some event occurred on the fifth Monday in May, 1964
is thatcorrect, something?

Not correct. |

Then no event occured on that day you recall?

I didn't say Monday.

Well fifth Sunday, pardon me. Did it.

Say dld 1it?

Yes?

We had church.

T see and what day of the month was that?

I don't know.

But you do recall that this particular Sunday was Or
the 16th?

Yes sir.

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Mliss,
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Q And this was in fact the second Sunday of that
month or third Sunday?
A I don't know sir. ‘
Q ~ Oh you donft lnow. Do you recall what, you‘féc&ll

the fifth Sunday of May butnot the date, you recall

the 16th day of June but not the Sunday, is that

right?
A It wasn't on Sunday.
Q Oh the 16th wasn't on Sunday, you were not going to

church on Sunday that day?
A | That wasn't Sunday.
BY MR, BUCKLEY:
All right. I see.

BY THE COURT:

All right. Anything further, gentlemen?

(Witness excused.)




