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Q@ Do you know his general reputation in Lauderdale
County ﬁor peace and violence?
A He's a==-
Q Just answer my question, whether you know it
or not?
A,  Yes sir,
Q Is it gouod or bad?
A TIts good.
BY THE COURT:
What is this man's name that you say you knew?
BY THE WITNESS:
James Harris,
BY THE COURT:
Does he have another name?
BY THE WITNESS:
Well, his nickname is Pete Harris.
BY THE COURT:
DQ you know him as Pete Harris?
BY THE WITNESS:

Well, yes sir.

CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. DOAR:
Q How long did you say you had known Pete Harris?
A, Well, I imagine all his life, I reckon.
Q Do you see him often?

William A. Davis; Official -Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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Well, yes sir.

How often would you say you had seen him in the
past six months?

Well, I couldn't count them because I pass right
by his house every day and I see him off and on
just about every day or so.

Do you visit him in his home muﬁh?

No sir, not very much.

Does he visit in your home?

No sir.

Did you know whether or not he was a member of
the White Knights of the Ku Klux Klan?

No sir,I sure didm't.

You didn't know he was a member?

Well, I didn't know where he was or mnot.

Did you, or had you heard about the fact that he
had been named as a defendant in this case?
Well, what was in the papers was all I know.

¥ou read that in the papsrs?

Yes sirt.

Have you discussed his reputation with any body?
Jeil yes sir, my brother and my brother in law,
we discussed it some.

Well in this discussion did you discuss it with

your bdrotiaer and your bwother in iaw?

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss:
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Yes sir, we've discussed it some.

Q Can you tell me anybody else besides your brother
and your brother in law that you taiked to?

Well, I believe Mr. Hardy James and I discussed it.
When was that?

I don't remember.

Was it this year?

- > I S © B &

Yeah, I believe its been in this year, I wouldn't
say for sure.

Who is Hardy James?

A neighbor out there.

04t there where yourlive?'

Yes sir.

Does Pete Harris live out there?

Yes sir.

o = O P O£ B O

Where does he live from your house?
A I believe he lives five miles south.
BY THE COURT:
Excuse me, do you live in Meridian?
BY THE WITNESS: :
A No sir, Meehan,
BY THE COURT:
Meehan? I thought you said Mr. Harris lived in
Meridian.

BY THE WITNESS:

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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1 No sir, he lives at Meehan.
,| B¥ THB COURT: ]
3 While I'm asking you, what does Mr. Harris do? i
4| BY THE WITNESS: ’
5 V I think he's in comstruction work now. )
¢| BY MR. DOAR: Z
7 Q Can you tell me where he's been employed for the .
8 last three years? 8
9 A I believe he was with Hardin Bread for a while. o
10 . Q  Are you sure? | 0
11 A Well, it was Hardin or Smith one, but I believe é .
12 , it was Hardin. é 12
13 Q What else has he been doing? 2 1
14 A~  Well, he hauled some pulpwood. E 14
15 Q@ Did you haul pulpwood with him? | ’
16 A~ No sir. 1e
17 Q Other than your brother, your brother in law and ’
18 this othes man, have you taiked to anyoné else ’
19 about Pete Harris? Y
20 A I don:t beiieve we have. 2
21 Q  Thank you. ~ o,
29 (Whereupon witness excused) j 2
23 MARY SNOWDEN, called as a witness, was sworm and 5
24 testified as follows: 2
25| BY M. WATKINS: | 2
i

Willlam A. Davis, Officlal Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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BY MR.

BY MR.

BY THE

BY THE

BY THE

BY THE

BY THE

BY MR.

Q Whact is your name, please?
A,  Mary Snowden.

HAUBERG:

Your Homor, the Government objeccts to any further

questioning of this witness, as we understand sne

has been in the courtroom during part of this trial.

WATKINS:

Your Homor, I have no persomal knowledge of it.

1'11l be happy to ask her and if she has,
happy to be goverened by that.
COURT:

I would like to find out yourrname?
WITNESS:

M?s. Jimmy Snowden.
GOURT:

Mfs. Jimmy Snowden?
WITNESS:

That's right.
COURT: .

All right, ask her about that.

WATKINS:

I'11l be

Q Are you the wife of Jimmy Snowden, one of the

defadants?

A. Yes sir.

Q Have you been in the courtroom during the early

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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1 part of this week and heard any part of thiscase?

2 A Yes sir,
3 Q Do you recall what day you were in the courtroom?
4 A I've been here every day.

.

a& 5 Q You've been here every day?

;ﬁ 6 A, Yes sir.

A 7| BY THE COURT:
l .
L 8 Your've been in the courtroom every day?.

9| BY THE WITNESS:

10 Yes sir.

11\ BY THE COURT:

12 Did you know the witnesses are under rule?

13| By THE WITNESS:

14 I was not told that I was to testify.

15| BY THE COURT:

16 Oh, you didn't know until when that you were to
7 testified?

18| BY THE WITNESS:

19 Yesterday aftermoon.

201 BY MR. WATKINS:

wouldn't have toid otherwise. I certainly didn'ct

21 We will withdraw the witness, Your Homor, but it will
22 be left to the discretiom of the Court. This is the
23 man's wife, and I don't know of anything that she could
? 24 have gained by listening to the case that she
; 25

William- A: Davis, Official- Court Reporter; Jackson, Miss,
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know she was in the room, Your Homoc, and its correct

that 1 didn'; know thac I would call her. I told her
this morning that I would like to call her to testify.
BY THE COURT:
All right, I will let her testify.
BY MR. HAUBERG:
1f the Court please, the Governgent will object.
BY THE COURT:
Yes sir. The objectiun will be overruled. Are you
expecting her to be a charaéter witness for the
_ derendant?
BY MR.. WATKINS:
Well, Your Honmor, I intended to ask her some questions,
if Your Homor please, concerning his whereabouts on
. the evening of the 2lst of June, but she has been in
the courtroom and I certdnly wouldn't want to ask her.
BY THE COURT:
That was what I was thinking. I don't think it would
be proper at all as a wife of ome of the defendants
to have sﬁayed in the courtroom and found out the
details about the case and come here and testify with
respect to that.

BY MR. WATKINS:
to

1 would certainly like/withdraw her then, Your Homor,

because naturally she would be a character witness _J

Wiiliam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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for her husband aud it wouidn't be any point in
my pointing that out and putting that in the
record.,
BY THE COURT:
I'1l let you put that in but I don’t think she should
be permitted to testify as to anything else after
having been in the cuurtroom throughout the trial
end heard all of the details, that she shoulid be
permitted to testify with respect to auy details of
the incident, because the defendants, you know, invoked
the rule. That rule, Members of the Jury, is that
all witnesses have to be excluded and for a very
good reason and the defendants asked for that rule to
bé invoked and while the Court has some dis;retion
- about it that must be a sound discretion, it must
have some reason behind it, and T think it does have
some rea® n behind it and I'm saying that she can not
testify with respect to any of the:details but she may
testify as a character witness.
BY MR.WATKINS:
Your Homor, I would like to withdraw this witress,
if Your Honor please.
BY THE COURT:

All right. That may be done.

(Wherzupon wiiness axcused)

William - A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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CLARENCE AUSTIN HAKRIS, called as a witness for and

on behalf of defendants, was sworn and testified as

follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

“BY MR. GOLDMAN:

BY MR.

BY MR.

Q State your name for the Court and Jury please?
A,  Clarence Austin Harris.
Q Where do you live Mr. Harris?
A I live about four miles north of Meehan.

- Q} Do you know James Harris?

- A Yes.
Q Is he any relation to you?
A. Brother.
Q Where did you live on June the 21st, 19627
A I lived four miles north of Meehan.
HAUBERG:

If the Court please, I don‘t believe we are interested

in going back to 1962~===-

GOLDMAN:

I'm sorry, I mis-stated the date, Your Homnorx.

Q

A
Q
A
Q

Where did you live on June the 21st, 19642
Me?

Yes sir.

I lived fous miles north of Meehan.

All right., Now, do you recall seeing‘James‘Harris

Wiliiam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jockson, Miss,
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on that date?

Ues sor/

Would you tell the Court what: time you saw him
and where you saw him?

Well, he came up to the house about noon and
stayed untii about, oh, I would say 8:30 or 9:00
o'clock.

What were you doing up there at your house during.
the time he was there?

We were working on my cér?

What was the matter with your car?

The points and plugs were burned up in it.

Was anybody else there?

Yes sir.

Who? 4

Mother and Daddy, his kids and his baby.

His baby?

Yes sir.

How old is his baby?

Oh, ics about a year and a half old.

All right. I beiieve that's all, Your Homnor.

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. DOAR:

Q

A.

How do you happen to remember it was on June the
2ist, 19647

Because 1 had jiust bought a '59 Ford.

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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Where did you buy it?

Massey.

Have you discussed this case with any of the lawyer;
before you testified?

Yes sir.

Did they ask you howyou happened to remember that
date?

Yes sir.

And from whom did you buy that car?

Massey.

When did you buy that car?

Oh, it was about the first part of May when 1
bought it, I believe.

You got the car around the first part of May?
Yes sir.

It was a new car?

No sirx,

Was it a used car?

Used car.

Can you tell us the date in May that you bought
ic?

I beliee it was about the 35th.

What was wrong with it?

The points and plugs were burned out.

Was it running when you bought it?

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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Yes sir,

Had you done any work on the poinis and plugs be-
fore the 2ist of June?

Before the 21st?

Yes.

No.

Do you do any work on the car after the 21lst of
June?

Yes sir.

What date?

About the, uh, July, I think it was.

What date in July?

About the second.

But you are not sure, are youl

Yes sir.

You are sure it was the 6th?

The secound.

The second of the month, why are you so sure it
was the 2nd of July?

Because the transmission tore up in it.
Trasmission tore up in it, where were you waen
the transmission tore up on it?

I started hume.

What date was this?

3econd.

William A. Davis, Officlai Court’ Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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Where were you coming from?

Work.

What day of the week is the second of July?

Its uh, Monday.

On a Monday, and what time of day did the trans-
mission tear up?

It was after I got orf from work.

And on thait Monday, on the 2ist, how: long did you
work on the car?

Oh, it was about, I guess an hour, I guess.

An hour, and that was around noon?

Yes, started about then. |

What did you do after you stopped?

I walked across the pasture to do.some lokking at
my catctle.

What did your brother do?

He stayed round the house.

How far down the road did you go to look at your
cattle?

I didn't go anywhere except behind the house.

How long did you stay out looking at your cattle?
Oh, about a couple of hours.

All by yourself?

Yes.

Then what did you do?

William- A; Davis; Officlal” Court- Reporter, Jackson, Miss,




A

o

- V444
] A Came buck to the house,
5 Q Where was your brothef then?
3 A He was at the house.
4 Q Then what did you du?
5 A I stayed around the house,
p Q@  What did your brother do?
7 A Stayed around the house.
8 Q  Just the two of you?
9 A No sir, mother and daddy aad the kigs.
10 Q  When did you first recall fixing your car on the
11 ‘ 21lst of June?
12 A When did I recall?
13 Q First recalled.
14] A I don't recall.
15 Q Wuas it just a couple of days ago or when was ic?
16 A ' My car had been missing and I had intended on
17 putting some points and Plugs in it,
18 Q I understand that, but I say, did anyone ask you
19 if you remembered where your brother was on the
20 2ist of Junc?
21 A Yes.sir.
22 Q@ When were you first asked that?
23 A I'd say about an hour ago,
24 . Q@ Just an hour 4go, and you said, “by gosh, I remember
25 he and I were fixing the points in my car on the
S N

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson; Miss,




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

L7700

/766

-
2lst day of June, 1964," is that what you
remembered?

A. Yes.
Q Okay.

BY THE COURT:
. When was the last hour that you saw your brother on
the 21st day of June, 19642
BY THE WITNESS:
It was, L'll say 8:3u or 9:00 o'clock.
BY THE COURT:
You never saw him after that hour?
BY THE WITNESS:
No sirx.
BY MR. DOAR:
- Q You were asked to testify here just about an
hour ago?
No sir, my brother come up after me.
When was that?

This murning.

ol S S

And had you hdd any discussion with your brother
about June the 21st before that time?
Yes sir.

When?

About a week ago.

o 0o F

Before that, had you had any discussion?

William - A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jockson, Miss,
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[ i A, No suir,
5 Q  And you tell me that you had not discussed the
| 3 date of June 2ist after June the 2lst wich your
§ﬁ‘ 4l brother until about a week ago?
}Li 5 | A. That's right.
?ﬁ 6 Q  And did you know that he was a defendant in this
f‘ j case?
| 8 A, Yes sir.
; - Q  And did you know that he was charged with being
10 ’ up at the Longhorn Drive-Inn on the 2ist day of

11 ; June?

12| BY MR. BUCKLEY:

13 | If it please the Court, I object to all of this.

14| BY THE COURT:

15 Overruled.

16/ BY MR. DOAR:

17 Q Did he discuss that with you ai all?
18 A No sir.
19 Q Well, when he came up a week ago and talked to
20 you, what did he say?
ff 21 A.  He just asked me if I would come up here with him.
22 Q Did he tell you why he wanted you to come up here?
23 A No sir.
24 Q  Did you talk about the date of June 2ist, 1904?
25 A No sir. N |

William ' A. Davis, Official Court- Reporter; Jackson;- Miss.
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Q And you are telling me thai you didn't talk with

him about that at all?

’3;;  A, No sir.
4  ; Q Weil then, when did you first talk to him about
5_~ : June the 21st, 19647
! 6l A I didn't talk to him.
7 Q  You haven't talked to anybody about it?
8 | A, No.
-9 Q And the first time you recall when you were asked
10 about that date was on this witness stand?

111 BY MR, WATKINS:

12 Your Homor, we object, he said he talked to the lawyer
13 about an hour ago.

14| BY THE COURT:

15 He may ask him, we’ll find out from him,

16| BY MR. DOAR:

17 Q Whom did you first talk to about the date of

18 June 2ist, 19642

19 A Mr. Mike Watkins.

20| Q And you haven't taliked to anybody about it before
21 then?

22 A. No sir.

23 Q@  And that was about an haur ago?

24 A, Something like thai.

25 (Whereupon witness excused)

William .A. Davis, Official. Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,




1768
il

RAYMOND CLEARMAN, called as a witness for and onbehalf
of defendants, was sworn and tescified as follows: *
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. WATKINS:
5 Q What is your name please?
6 A Raymond Clearman,
7 Q Where do you live Raymond?
8 A Route 5, Meridian.
9 Q Do you live in Lauderdale County, Mississippi? i
10 A, Yes sir. E
1 Q How many years have you lived in this county? .;
12 A Twelve. ?
13 Q Do you know James Harris? €
14 A Yes sir.
15 Q Do you know whether or not he lives in Lauderdale
f? 16 County?
17 A He lives in Lauderdale.
18 Q  How many years have you known him in Lauderdaie
19 County?
20 A Fourteen.
21 Q  What do you do?
22 A Self-employed.
23 Q  What type of employment are you self employed in?
24 A Welder.
25 Q  Welding?

William- A. Dovis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson; Miss,
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Yes sir.

Do you have your own shop?

Yes sir.

I ask you if you know the reputation oL James
Harris, or Pete Harris, in Lauderdale County
for peace and violence?

I've known him as a good law abiding citizen.

BY MR. HAUBERG:

We object to this witness answer, its not responsive.

BY THE COURT:
. Yes, I sustain the objectiom.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Do you know his general reputation in Lauderdale
County? |

Yes sir.

Is it good or bad?

Good.

That's all.

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. HAUBERG:

How do you spell your name, please?
Clearman. The last or the first?
The last name.

CLEARMAN,.

How long have you been in the weiding business?

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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For myself, two years.

' Did you work for anyone else before then?

Yes Siro
Who did you work for?
1 worked for Tuuker}Steel and Alabama Dry Dock in

Alabama.

4

b
i

{
!
i
I
|
|
|

|

{
|
i

And when you worked for Tucker Steel, did you live .

in Alabama?

No sir, at the same address.

Here in Meridian?

Yes sir. Meehan, Route 5.

Pete Harris lives at Meehan?

Yes sirt.

How close to each other do you live?

Oh, approximately four miles?

Do you visit in his home?

Oh, not regular.

Well, were you visiting in his home back during
the Spring of 19647 |

I couldn't say taat far back I domn't remember.,
You just don't remembexr where you did oxr mnot?
Not that year, no sir.

Uh, do you recall June 21st, 19642

No sir.

vou don'i: remember that date at all?

Willlam A, Davis; Official- Court Reporter;. Jockson, Miss;
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No sir.

Did you ever talik with Pete Harris about Civil
Rights Workers being in this area or Neshoba
County?

No sir.

How many times do you recall talking with Pete
Harris or James Hacrris during the summer or
Spring of 19647

I couldn't say.

You say as to his good reputatiun you've known
that for how long?

Well, approximately fourteen years.

Isn't that when you first met him, fourteen years
ago?

I said approximately.

Well, did you know his reputation at the time you
met him?

I knew him, just seeing him before I ever got to
knowing him.

Are you undertaking to tell this jury thai you knew
his repucacion before you knew his name?

No sir, I said I had seen him before I got to
knowing him.

Then you are not undertaking to tell the jury that

your testimony about reputations existed before

William A. Davis, Official Court: Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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you knew him?

No sir, after I knew him.

Now, have you discussed his repucation with him?
No sir.

Have you discussed it with anyone else?

No sir, just hearing good things about him is all
just general converation.

You say you've heard people talking abuut him?
Just giving him a good name is all.

Can you give us the names of anyone @lking about
him?

I've heard Mr. Fred Mabrylspeak well of him.
Where does he live?

Route 3, I believe, Meridian.

He doesn't live at Meehan Junction?

No sir, mnot ai the present.

And when you were working in Mobile, did you
commute down there?

I came home eve.y week end.

So while you were in Mbbile, you did not have
any cuntact with Pete Harris while you were there?
I may have saw him over the week end at church.
Well, you say you may have. Do you know where
you did or nuu?

I go to church every Sunday and I pPresume he did

PN SRS CHE P

Williom' A. Davis, Official. Court Reporter, Jackson; Miss,
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" Well, leaving our your presumptions can you tell
I us positively that you saw him at church?
? A }I couldn't say.
3 5 @ You would not undertake to tell this jury that
; 6 | you saw him at church on or about June 2lst, 1964
7 would you?
8 A, No sir, as I told you a while ago, I don't recall
9 : that date.
10 L Now, did you ever talk with him about his being
1 ' involved in this charge against him?
12 A No sir.
%‘]3 Q, You never did talk with him about what he Kknew
L about this matter?
5 A. No sir.
g 6 Q Did you know whether or not he/s a member of the
o Ku Klux Klan?
'8 A,  No sir.
19 Q Are you a member of the Ku Klux Klan?
20 A No sir.
21 Q Have you been in the courtroom anytime this week?
22 A, No sir.
23 Q Were you subpoenaed to come here as a witness?
24 A,  No sir.
25 Q VYou just came?

William A. Davis; Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,.
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As a character witness yes sir.

Well, how dig you know to come to Court?

Well, they notified me this morning and asked
me would I,

And is that the fifst indication that you were
going to be a witness in this case?

Yes sir,

Have you been here in Meridian any this week.

No sir,

Who asked youu to be a witness?

His mother called me this morning.,

When his moither cajled you this morning, did she
tell you whai she wanted you to testify to?

Just as a character witness.

What brought about the conversation?

You mean this morning?

That's right. |

She just called and asked me if I wouid be a
character witness foy him. She didn't discuss
any matters but I knew that the court was going
on.

So you are doing it for her sake and not Mr. Harris?
No sir, he asked her to call me.
How do you know that?

Thau's what she :told me.,

William - A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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But of your own pusonai knowledge you don't know
that, do you?

Well, I couldn't say that for sure. But I do
know that yesterday he asked for my phone number
and tried to get a hold of me yesterday.

How do you know that, of your own personal know-
ledge?

Oh, I don't believe the one that told me would
joke about it.

Now, Mr. Clearman, I'm not asking you about what
someone told you about it, but what you actually
knew of your own personal knowledge. Of your
own personal knmowiedge, you can't tell us that
he tried to get your phone ngmber yesterday.

He didn't ask me, let me put it that away.

Now, when you got here this morning, did you talik
to anyome about your testimomy?

About mine?

That's right.

Yes sir.

Who did you talk with?

A lawyer.

Did you taik to anyone else?

No sir.

How did you know what lawyer to contact?
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A.  His mother told me this morning.

Q No lawyer contacted you‘to get you to come down
here this morning?

A No sir.

Q When was the last time that you talked with Pete
Harris before you came here to testify today?

A, This past‘Sunday was a week ago.

Q Was there any discussiom had at this.time in
connection with this case?

A No sir.

. @ He said noihing about it and you said nothing
about it?

A,  No sir.

Q Do you know any of the other defensants in this
case?

A° Uh, I didn't until this morning, until I saw
the Arledge boy. I might better look and see
first. Jimmy, I've been knowing him from way
back yonder. |

Q@ You kﬁow Jimhy Arledge?

A Yes sir. But I didn't know it was him until this
morning.

Q Just look all along this rail and see if you know
any the rest of them?

A I know Jimmy Arledge, yes sir.

William A, Davis, Officigl Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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Do you see him?

A Yes sir.
Q Do you see Pete Harris?
A Yes sir.
w Q  Well, look around and see if you see any of the
other deiendants thac you may know in this case.
A.  No sir.

Q Would you look behind you and see if there is
anybody sitting back there that you might know.

A No sir.

Q I believe that's all.

f{Whereupon witness excused)

VIRGIL WATKINS, called as a witness for and on behalf

of defendants, was sworn and testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. GOLDMAN:

Q  Stacte your name for the Court and jury?

Virgii Watkins.

A,

Q WhureJdo you live, Mr.vWatkins?

A 809=-69th Avenue.

Q What city and county is that located?

A,  Meridian, Mississippi, Lauderdale County.
Q Do you know Jawes Harris?

A.  Yes sir.

Q How long have you known him?

William A, Davis, Official. Court Reporter, Jackson;. Miss,
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A Since 1962,
Q Do you know where he lives, what community?
A He lives at Meehan, Mississippi, Route 5.
Q Do you know his general reputacion in the community
in which he lives for peace and violence?
BY MR. HAUBERG:
We object to that, if the Coust please. This witness
says he lives in Meridian and Harris lives in Meehan.
BY THE COURT:
Ovefrule the objection.
BY MR. GOLDMAN:
Q Do you know it?
A‘ Yes sir.
Q Is it good or badf
A Its' good.
Q Thank you.

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. HAUBERG:
Q Mr. Watkins, when have you heard his reputation
discussed?
A Well, I've heard several people, and there was
a men at the terminal~=---
BY MR. HAUBERG:
If the Court please, I would like for the witness

Lo answer my questions Ifirst, and then maike iy

William A, Davis, Official Court. Reportar, Jackson; Miss,
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| BY THE COURT: |
3 Answer his question ficst and then make your explana=
Lty s tions. |
| || BY THE WITNESS: |
p What was the question? :t
; 7 Q Would you teil us the first time you heard the ‘ﬁ
; 8 reputation of James Harris discussed? Lg
? 9 A I'd say in '63. ~'g
; 10 Q That was abuut a year after you first knew him? _}$
é . . A Yes sir. ‘ﬂ
g 12 Q When was the last time yoh heard his reputation ' 4
13 discussed? *ﬁ
14 A  Here receﬁtly in the last month or so, I wouidn't
15 : know the date.
16 Q Now who did you hear discuss it within the last
17 month?
18 A. Herbert Rooker,
19 Q Where does he live?
20 A On 70th Avenue, Lauderdale County, Mississippi,
21 Meridian.
22 Q Does Mr. Ruoker work with Pete Harris?
23 A, No sir.
24 ; Q Do you work with Pete Harris?
25 A,  No sir.

L A Meie NEEaiel Caree Danartar  larksnn. Miss.,
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Do you work with Pete Hacris? ]
No sir. |

Do you ever attend any meetings with Pete Hartis?
No sir.

Have you ever attended any meetings with him?

No sir.

Have you ever talked with Pete Harris?

Yes sir.

When was the last time that you talﬁed with Pete
Harris?

Approximately two months ago?

Didyou talk about this case?

No sir.

Have you ever talked to Pete Harris about this case
No sir.

Did you know anything about Civil Rights activities
or the workers being this area back in the Spring
and Summer of 19647

Did I know workers? Yes sir I did.

Did you know the names of those Civil Rights
Workers?

No sir.

I

i

Did you ever hear the name of Michael Schwernexr?
No sir.

Andrew Goodman?

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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' ]‘ A No sir.
‘2 Q James Chaney?
? 3 A.  No sir.
4 Q Do you recall when it was reported that those
5 three were missing up in Neshoba County?
6k A,  Yes sir.
7 Q So you recall the names from what you read or
8 heard at that time?
9 A I recall the names from what I read in the news-
10 . paper.
i 1  Q So you have seen their names and heard their names,
§ 12 o is that right?
x 13 A, Yes Sir.
sef :
14 Q = When was the first time you wver heard or read
15 . the names of those three individuals, could you
5 16 " give us aﬁy idea about the date of it
17! BY MR. WATKINS:
18 Your Honoxr, we object, this is not proper cross
19 examination of a character witness;
‘20 BY THE COURT:
21 Overruled.
22| BY THE WITNESS:
23 A,  No sir. i
24 Q You don't recall any date or you just can't give ?
25 us a date?
B William A Davis, OFficial Caurt Reporter, Jacksan, Miss. J
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No sir, I can't give you a date.

Now have you ever taiked to James Harris about
either one of those three Civil Rights Workers?
No 'sir.

I believe that?s all.

(Whereupon witness excused)

S. E. WELCH, called as a witness for aund on behalf

of defendants was sworn and tescified as follows:

BY MR. WATKINS:

>

o DO

Q

DIRECT EXAMINATION

State your name please?
S. E. Welch?

Wheredo you live?
Union, Mississippi.

What do you do, Mr. Welch?

I own and operate a sawmill at Union, Mississippi.

Now===-=

BY THE COURT:

Excuse me just a minute, Mr., Watkins. I believe it

would be well when either side puts a witness on that

Counsel would state into the record what the witness'

name is and everybody has to ask them what their

names, so Counsel will give their names anu then

ask them what their name is.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Wiillom A, Davis, Official. Court Reporter, Jackson;. Miss,
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Do you know Jimmy Arledge?

I do.

Do you know whatcounty he's a resident of?

1 do.

What county?

Lauderdale County.

How many years have you kpown him in Lauderdale
County?

Iive known Jimmy approximately twenty years.

Do you know his general reputation in Lauderdale
County for peace and violence?

1 do. |

Is it good or bad?

Good.

That's all.

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. HAUBERG:

Q

>

L
O

bel

Mr. Welch, have you ever worked with. Himmy
Arlnge?

Yes sir.

How long ago?

Last year.

Last Yeax?

Yes sire.

And what type of business was ik 7

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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He drove a truck fur me.

For you?

Yes sir.

Are you in the trucking business?

I have ome.

How long has he worked for you?

He worked a shourt time for me.

About how long did he work for pau?

Three months.

Did he leave of his own volition?

Yes sir.

And that's the only time He's ever worked for you
is that three months period?

Yes sir.

You say yoﬁ had known him for about twenty years,
did you go to school with him?

Well, I was a lictle older than he was.

Do you know what he has been doing since he worked
for you that three months?

No sir, I really dom't.

Do you know what he did before he came to work
for you for those thrce months?

Yes sir.

What did he do?

He drove a truck.

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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Q
A.
Q
A,
Q

'P

For what £irm?

Magnolia Steel.
that
Do you know how long he worked for/concern?
No sir.
Do you know whether it was & long time or & short
time?
It was a long time.
Do you know what he was doing during the Spring
and Summer of 19647

No sire.

Do you know whether or not he is a member of the

" Ku Klux Klan?

No sir.

Did you ever talk wich him about this incident
up in Neshoba County?

No sir.

When was the first time that you talked with
Jimmy Ariedge, after you 1earn¢d of the missing

threg,Civil Rights Workers?

sir, I wouidn't know at this time.

Could you give us your best recollection 0oL Yyour
best judgment?

Last year.

And was there anything said about the missing

three workexrs?

william A, Davis, Officjol Court Reporter, jockson, Miss,
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That was the general talk, sir,

So you talked with him last year about the
three Civil Rights Workers?

Most everybody talks about it, ycs sir.
And was there any discussion had about whether
Oor not you had heard or learned anyching about

the Civil Rights Workers before this incident

happened?

I don't remember it sir.

When was the last time you talked to Jimmy
Arledge?

Well, I talked with him out in the hail this
morning.

When did you know you would be a witness in this
case?

Yesterday afternoon.

And did you volunteer your services, or did someone
contract you?

I volunteered my services.

Who was the first pecson that knew you were volun-
teering your services?

I suppose it was Jimmy, sir.

Did he contract you or did you contact him?

I told him if he needed me I wouid be glad to

testify,

William A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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1(¢——f Q And you do kmnow his repucation here in the communit%?
2 A. Yes sir. |
3 Q Have you'heard his reputation discussed 2
s A Yes sirf
; Q Have you heard it discussed after the three missigg
; workers?
1 A Yes sir.
8 Q Have you heard it discussed on mény occasions
9 or one or Lwo occasions? |
10 | A On several ’occasion, sir.
1 ' Q  When was the last time you heard it discussed?
12 A Yesterday.
13 Q And where were you when you heard it discussed?
14 A~ At {nion, Mississippi.
15 Q@ You do,you do not live in Uniom, do you?
16 A~ Yes sir. |
17 Q  Does Jimmy Arledge live in Union?
18 A. Not now.
19 Q And you hae been living in Union for how long
20 a period of time?
21 A Amound Union forvforty years.
2| Q And is that where you have been living since 19647
23 A. Yes sir.
24 Q Where does Jimmy Arledge been living?
254 A, In Meridian.

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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1 Q So you don't even live in the same community that
2 Jimmy Arledge lives do you2'
3 A No sir.
4 Q  And how can you tell this jury that you know his
g general reputation in the community in which he
& resiaes?
72 A I‘'ve been knowing Jimmy for approximétely twenty
g' years.
9 - Q Have you heard any people in the Meridian avea
10 ‘ discuss his reputation? ”
1f A Well, I couldn't name anyone in particular.

oy 12 Q So as a witmess you can't tell us a single person

!fé 13 in Meriaian that has discussed his reputation?

14 A Not in Meridiam.

1{& 15 . Q@ So actuaily you do not kmow his reputation in

Yﬁf 16 ' Meridian.

'i; 17 A I take that back sir, I can name some in Meridian.

?5 18 Q Well name us oOne, please?

'fE 19 A Mr. Hussey.

I L N

;ﬂ{ | 21 A 0. E. Hussey.

i

.%z 22 Q Would you speil that for us?

1} 23 A HUSSEY.

ﬁ% 24 Q When did you hear Mr. Hussey discuss it?

| 25 A  Sometime back when he was by @y mill.

s et A

20

21
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’ﬂ”ﬂﬂﬂn&r When you say sometimes back, could you give
; us any date?
; A I would say some three months ago.
) Q Was it in connection with the difficulties that
5 Jimmy Ariedge has been involved in?
; A, Yes sir.
7 Q  Priur to that time, had you heard his reputation
8 discussed by any pexrson from the Meridian areal
0 A Well, I can't recall.
0 - Q Mr. Welch, have you been in the courtroom any this ;
" week?
! 12 . A No sir.
13 Q Thatis all.
14 | | (Whereupon witness excused)
15 'R. E. JOHNSON, called as a witness for and on behalf
16 of defendants, was SWOIT and testified as follows:
1 17 DIRECT EXAMINATION
18 BY MR. WATKINS:
| 19 Q Would you tell us your name pléase?
20| BY THE COURT:
21 You tell us his name, Counsel.
22| BY MR. WATKINS:
23 1 think he is Mr. R. E. Johmnson, I reaily dom't know.
24| BY THE COURT:
25 Weirl, you mean Lo tell us you don't know your witmnesses

Willlam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss,
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BY MR. WATKINS:
I think he is Mr. Johnson, I really don't know. ;
BY THE COURT: ,
Well that was my suggestion that you Counsel scate )
the names of your witnesses for the record. ;
BY MR, WATKINS: ;
Well, there are thirty two of them and I've seen once 2|
or twice in my lifetime. 8
BY THE COURT: 9
Well, I don't think its too much to ask that Coumsel 10
familarize themselves with the names or the wiinesses .
to help the Court move along, but nuw ir’that burdens 12

you too much, you'd better get some help.

BY MR. WATKINS:

I have everyone ot them listed here, Your Homor. 1

BY THE COURT:

Weil, just tell us what his name is.
BY MR. WATKINS:

Mr. R. E.lJohnson.

BY THE COURT:

All right.

BY MR. WATKINS:

Q Where do you live, Mr. Johnson?
A. Here in Meridian.

Q Is thai Lauderdale County?

William A, Davis, Official Court Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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A. Yes sir.

Q How many years have you lived in Lauderdale County?
A All my life, I was borm in Laudérdaie County.

Q Do you know Travis Barnett?

A Yes sir.

Q How many years have you known him to live in

Lauderdale County?
A  Well I've known him for 23 or 24 years to live
in Lauderdale.
What type of business are you in?
- A I'm not doing anything right now, I'm retirerd.
Q Do you know Travis Barnetﬁ's reputation in the
community for peace and violence?
A Its good.,
'Q Weil, do you know it?
A‘ Yes sir.
Q Is it good or bad?‘
A  Good.
BY MR. HAUBERG:
We have no questions of this witmness.

(Whereupon witness excused)

MRS. ADDIE CBARK, called as a witness for aud on
behalf of defendants, was sworn and testified as
follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATICN

William A; Davis, Official: Court Reporter, Jackson; Miss.
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BY MR.

ALFORD:

May it please the Court, this witness is Mrs.

. Addie Clark. ADDIE CL A KK.

Q

> 0

o P o P o

Fo S S S

Mrs. Clark, where do you live?

Philadelphia. |

And is that Philadelphia, Mississippi?

Yes sir.

And I'll ask you please mam, what relation you
are to Mr. Olen Burrage? |

He is my son in law.

And what relation are you to Mrs. Ruby Davis.
My daughter.

Your daughter. Now, I would like to ask you
please mam, where does Mrs. Ruby Davis live?
On Beacon Street.

Is that Philadelphia, Mississippi?

Yes six.

I wouid like to direct your attention to the 21st
day of June, 1964 and ask you if that date did
you see Mr. Olen Burrage?

Yes sir.

Where did you see him please mam?

At Ruby Davis' house.

And about what time was that?

Around 3:30,

Willlam A. Davis, Official Court Reporter, jackson, Miss,
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Is that P. M. or A. M.?

P. M.

And who was with him at Mrs. Ruby Davis?

His wife and som.

And who was at Mrs. Ruby Davis' when you saw him
there?

Well, I was down there.

Were you down there on whose request?

Mrs. Davis, Ruby.

Mrs. Ruby Davis, and what was her condition that
night when you were down there?

Well, her foot was broke and then she got
freightened, she thoughi she had pwowlers.

What was the condition of her foot?

It was broken, it was in a cast.

Did you see Mr. Burrage leave there that night?
Yes sir.

About what time did he leave?

About 8: 3U.‘ |

And Qho did he leave with?

Well, Mrs. Davis, his wife and little boy.

Just teil this Court and Jury how Mrs. Davis was
placed in Mr. Burrage's car, if she was,

He toted her, carried her out there and put her

in the car.
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What direction did they leave?

Down Béacon Street.

For the benefit of the Court and Jury here, which
direction was that?

Well, toward Williamsville, North, I guess.

To Wiiliamsville., Would that not be west?

Yes.

Where does Mr. Burrage live?

He lives on Highway 21,

Is that West of Williamsville?

Yes sic.

Now, tell this Court and Jury what happened there
in the way of leaving, plcase mam?

Well, when we got ready to go they followed me up
to the house and then they sat there in their car
until I went in, I was down there in my car, and
then tiey followed me on to the house and watched
me in and chen Zhey left.

Did you have occasion to be iﬁ contact with Mr.
Burrage after that?

Yes sixz, about 11:0u o'clock I called to see how
she was.,

Who was?

Ruby, |

is that Ruby Davis?
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Yes sir.

and who did you talk with, please mam?
Olen Burrage.

You recognized his voice?

Yes sir.

oI - S o

And then were you in contact with him'anymore the
next day?

A Yes sir. At 6300 o'clock before I left to go to -
work I called over there to see if she was anmy
better and he said yes, she was, and he was fixing
to bring her own home.

BY MR. HAUBERG:
We object to any conversation.
-------~~;*~-(Court's ruling interrupted by Counsel, & witness) |
BY THE COURT: ‘ , )
Did you get my ruling?
BY MR. HAUBERG:
No sir.
BY THE COURT:

Well, we will back up and give Counsei and the witnes

a race. Let me make my ruling Counsel.

Let me see what your objection was.

BY MR, HAUBERG:
Your Honur, we were objecting to the congeryacion

on the telephone.

.

Willlam A. Dovis, Official Court: Reporter, Jackson, Miss.
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BY MR.

I711 sustain the objection, as to the telephone

conversation.
ALFORD:
Q Mrs. Clark, did you recognize the voice of
Mr. Burrage on the telephone at 6:00 o'clock
the next morning?

A Yes sir.

- BY MR. DOAR: CROZS EXAMINATION

ST - - V- R V- T - =

Q@ Mrs, Clark, do I understand that Mr. Burrage was
at your house about 8:30?

At my daughter's house,

At your daughter's house?

Yes sir.

And that is in the city of Philadeiphia?
Yes sir. ’

And where‘in Philtadelphia?

On Beacon Street,

And whai direction is that in Philadeiphia?
Its on the west side of the railroad.

Thac Qould be on the west side of downtown?
Yes sir.

And how far off of Highway 2i is it?

Oh, i'd say about nearly two miles.

Would that be South or North?

South, I reckon.

William A. Davis, Official Court- Reporter, Jackson; Miss,
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Where was your daughter going?

Going home with Olen Burrage.

To kis house?

Yes sir.

Where is his house?

On Highway 21.

How far out of town?

About two miles.

About two miles, and that is out of the town
and out in the country?

Yes.

Across the street from his garage?

Yes sir.

Where he has those tractors and trailers parked? -
Yes sirx.

And then at 11:00 o'clock you say you had a

telephone call from him?

A,

Q

I called him,

And how long did you talk on the phone?

Oh about 5 or 10 minutes, not long, after I
found out she was better, I went on to bed and
went to sleep.

And you called again in the morning?

At 6:00 o'clock before I left the house.

And about 8:3u you had a conversation with Mr.

Wmna A MLt mEet b ems o
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(Whereupon witness excused)

MRS. RUBY DAVIS, called as a witness for and on behalf

Burrage and about 11:00 o'clock you had a telephone
conversatimn with him and another phome call with
him at 6:00 o'clock the next morning?

Yes sir.

But you didn't see him during that time, did you?

No sir, not after 8:30.

of defendants was sworn and testified aé follows:

BY MR. -ALFORD:

May it please the Court, this is Mrs. Ruby Davis.

Q

DIRECT EXAMINATION

Mrs. Davis, what relatiom are you to Mr. Olen
Burrage?

He's my brother in law,

As a matter of fact, Mrs. Audime Burrage and you
are sisters?

That's correct.

Now Mrs. Davis, I will direct your attention to
June the 2lst, 1964 and ask you if you had the
occasion to see Olen Burrage?

Yes sir, I did. He was in my home about 8:30 P. M.
And what was the circumstances of his being in
your home, plcase mam?

Well, I had called his home, I had heard a prowler

-

William A. Davis, Officiqt Court - Reportaer; Jackson, Miss,
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and I wanted him and Mrs. Bucrage to come to my
home.
What was your condition there that night?
I was in bed with a broken foot.
In bed with a broken foot?
Yes sir.
Was your husband at home?
No sir, he was out af town on business in his
work.
your
Did Mr. and Mrs. Burrage come to/home that night?
Yes sir, they came at approximateiy 8:30, and they
taken me to their home.
They took you to their home?
Yes sir.
Where is their home please mam?™
Its out on 2L Highway abuut 6 miles from Philadel-
phia.
And where is your home in Philadelphia?
264 Beacon Street.
State whether or mot that's near the depot?
Yes sir, its close to the depot.
How did you get in Mr. Burrage's automobile?
He carried me and put me on the front seat.
And was his wife with him?

Yes sir.
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