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2 / l a t  a l l  about t h e s e  cases? 

MR. MODRE: N o ,  s i r ,  I haven ' t .  

FIR. FERGUSON: D o  you s u b s c r i h  t o  a newspaper i n  

302  -+ 
5 11 p u r  home? 

MR. FERGUSOI?: NOW, have you heard o r  read anything 

6 

7 

8 

9 

MR. IuIOORZ: Once a week. 

?.Ill. FCRGUSOI:: And you j u s t  g e t  t h e  iiorning S t a r  on  

XR. MOORE: I subscr ibe  t o  two papers.  

MR. FERGUSON: . What papers  a r e  those? 

I4R. MOORE: I rece ive  t h e  1-lorning S t a r ,  o r  Sun, ani. 
d 

t h e  Fender Chronicle.  

10 

11 

12 

15 (1 Sunday, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

MR. FERGUSON: The Pander Chronicle? 

blR. 1JIOORC: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSOX: How o f t e n  i s  t h a t  paper published? 

16 

17 

18 

19 

MR. MOORE: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: YOU d o n ' t  recall ever  having read any 

t h i n g  a t  a l l  about it i n  t h e  newspaper or that paper? 

MR. HIOORE: N O ,  sir. I read the paper very l i t t l e .  

20 

21 

- 22 

23 

1 d o n ' t  read t h e  paper very o f t en .  

MR. FERGUSON: I see. Have you seen any accounts o r  

any th ins  about it on the  newspaper (SIC) - I ' m  s o r r y  - on T . V . 3  

MR. MOORE: I ' v e  heard very l i t t l e  on T.V. The 

--24 

- 25 

t h i n g  I r e c o l l e c t  having anything a t  a l l  t o  d o - w i t h  t h e  case  on 
. .- - . - - - 

T.V. was t h e  n i g h t  i4r; . ~ h a v i s  was - a r r e s t e d .  - - 
fl  

- . . 

_ __ - . - - -  - -  - -- 
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;4Re FERGUSOI?: D i d  you have occasion to discuss the I 

MR. FERGUSON: You saw that on T.V.? 

:W. i400RE: I didn't see it. The T.V. was on. I 

just heard mention of it. 

i-1R. FEXGUSON: Now, did you form an opinion that 

f 
5 

, . 
6 

anyone : 

9 MR. MOORE: NO, sir. I haven't discussed itr but 

night as to the guilt or innocence? 

MR. NOORE: Uo, sir, I didn't. 

10 

11 
i 
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18 

19 

20 
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21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I've heard it discussed. 

:1R. FERGUSOTJ: You've heard it discussed. Have yo11 

heard  opinions expressed about it? 

MR. MOORE: I've heard people mention it. 

:SIR. FEXGUSO:\?: Have any of thos-. oainions caused yrou 

to form any opinion or impression about it? 

MR. IlOORE: KO, sir, I 'haven't. I don't 4orm ny 

opinion on the opinion of others. 
5 

MR. FERGUSON: You form your opinions on the basis 

of the facts laid before you.. . . . 
MR. MOORE: Yes, sir.  

4. 
MR. FERGUSON: ..... and what you know yourself? 
FIR. MOORE: That's right. 

i4R. FERGUSON: Have you or any member of your irru~iediate 

family ever been a member of any law enforcenent agency? 

MR. NOORE: I have an uncle who is a License Exar.lincr 
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f o r  t h e  St* of Elorth Carol ina.  

:IR. IC'IGUSON: That ' s  your uncle i n  Luml;cr- 

t o n ;  i s  t h a t  t h e  one you are ta1l:ing allout? 

i1X. IIOOi13=: Yes, sir.  

! I $ .  FERGUSON: Nothing o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t ?  

:lA. 1-100W: 140, sir. 

MR. FERGUSOIJ: . DO you feel nore synpa the t i c  toirar..; 

8 t h e  s t a t e ' s  case  than  you do t h a t  of t h e  defendants '  a t  t h i s  

9 po?nt? 

(\ 10 MR. i1OORE: ILto, sir ,  I do not .  

11 149. FCRGUSOII: I f  during t h e  t r i a l  of t h i s  case nolice 

12 o f f i c e r s  o r  nezbers of a  l a w  e n f o r ~ e r ~ ~ e n t  agency a r e  cal lad t o  

13 t e s t i f y  on behalf  of the s t a t e ,  w i l l  you tend t o  be l i eve  what  

14 a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  says  more r e a d i l y  than  you would what sor.eo-o 

15 else s a i d  simply because a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  s a i d  i t ?  

16 MR. MOORE: :Jot s ir ,  I would not .  

17 MR. FERGUSON: You could l i s t e n  t o  what a p o l i c e  

18 officer  had t o  say and weigh t h a t  alor-3 wi th  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  

19 evidence i n  t h e  case? 

20 MR. b100RJ3: A p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  i s  an i n d i v i d u a l  just 

21 l i k e  anyone else. 

22 MR. FERGUSON: I ' m  so r ry?  

23 MR. NOORE: A p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  i s  an  i n d i v i d u a l  j u s t  

24 l i k e  anyone else. 

25 MR. FERGUSON: A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. And s u b j e c t  t o  a l l  
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t h e  human f a l l i c i e s  and weaknesses and s t r e n g t h s  and what-have- 

you t h a t  everybody e l s e  is? 

MR. MOORE: That ' s  r i g h t .  Yes, sir .  

MR. FERGUSON; If t h e  defendants tkense lves  should 

dec ide  t o  t e s t i f y  i n  t h i s  case ,  w0u1d '~ou tend t o  d i s b e l i e v e  

what they had t o  say simply because they a r e  t h e  ones charqe\?? 

MR. MOORE: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON:'  I f  one o r  some of them who t e s t i f i e d  

ha4  a  p r i o r  c r imina l  record,  t h a t  is, they had been convicted 

of some o t h e r  o f fense  having nothing t o  do with t h e s e  charges 

here ,  would you hold t h a t  a g a i n s t  them i n  deciding t h e i r  g u i l t  

o r  innocense on t h e s e  charges? 

MR. MOORE: .No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. Now, 2lr. ibIoore, have 

you ever  belonged t o  any o rgac iza t ion  which he ld  a s  one of i t s  

t e n e t s  t h e  supremecy of t h e  white  r a c e  o r  t h e  black race? 

MR. MOORE: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do you, y o u r s e l f ,  have any p re jud ices  

against black  people?  

m. 1-IOOW: No, sir, I don ' t .  

MR. FERGUSON: Are you a b l e  to  f u l l y  accept  black 

persons as equals  of white persons? 

MR. MOORE: I do accep t  them as equal  people. 

MR. FERGUSON: You have ne ob jec t ions  t o  white  ch i ldrc  

and black c h i l d r e n  a t t end ing  school  toge the r ,  s i t l ing side-by-sic 
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MR. IIOORE: No, s i r .  

MR. FERGUSON:. You have no objection to s o c i a l  rela- 

1 listening in the class rooms? 

4 

5 

306 

t i onsh ips  between members of  opposite races? 

MR. MOOEXE: That is up to the individual themselves 

6 

7 

MR. FERGUSON: Sir? 

t fR.  MOORE: \ h a t  do you mean by that? 

I feel. 

MR. FERGUSON:. All right, sir. Do you have any per- 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

i. .... 15 II MR. FERGUSON: Insofar as  associating. with black I 

sonal object ion to  it? 
.C 

MR. MOORE: For someone else I do not. 

MR. FERGUSON: m a t  about for yOueSeif? What about 

f o r  yourse l f?  

MR.. 1400RE: You will have to c l a r i f y  t h a t .  

. 16 11 persons in your everyday a££ airs? . I 

MR. 1,100m: Yes, sir. 

( 
17 

.I - 
' 18 

i4R. FERGUSON: Have you ever had black persons v i s i t  

with you in your home? 

MR. MOORE: Well, I do t h a t .  
" .  

MR. FERGUSOIJ: you do that? 

MR. MOORE: Right this moment I can't think of any 

time that  I -- Not right a t  the present I c a n ' t  think of any. 

I have, when I was growing up, had colored people i n  my house,  

but I wasn't head of  the house a t  the t i m e .  
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5 (1 where you work a t  a t  C a s t l e  Hayne? 

NR. MOORE: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Tile t e n  defendants  whom w e  r e p r e s e n t  

3 0 i  1 

2 

3 

4 

MR. FERGUSON: And have you v i s i t e d  i n  t h e  homes of 

b lack  persons y o u r s e l f ?  

MR. MOOm: I have been i n  houses of co lo red  people .  

MR. FISRGUSON: D o  black persons work a t  t h e  conpan] 

8 

9 

heard t h a t  church named l i k e  t h a t  before .  

14R. FERGUSON: Have you heard t h e  names of any of 

t h e  defendants  be ing  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  any church in :lilrninq::;n? 

are members of t h e  F i r s t  Congregat ional  Church of t h e  B l a c k  
A 

Messiah, i n  Wilmington, North Caro l ina .  Have you eve r  heard of 

10 

11 

l4R. lIOORE: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. Does t h e  concept af 

t h a t  church? 

FIR. T400RE : Not a s  such,  t h e  way you -- I haven' t 

a b lack  Messiah bo the r  you? 

MR. MOORE: NO, sir. 

i.1R. FERGUSON: Do you b e l i e v e  t h a t  persons who f f o 1 1 
t h a t  they a r e  being d i sc r imina ted  a g a i n s t  because of t h e i r  race I 
have a r i g h t  t o  p r o t e s t  t h a t  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and i n j u s t i c e .  r 

MR. 1100RE: AS long as t hey  are w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  of 

II 25 been involved i n  a c t i v i t i e s  p r o t e s t i n g  r a c i a l  d i sc r imina t io l l  and I 

23 

24 
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1 

c 2 

3 

4 
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r a c i a l  i n j u s t i c e ,  woul8 you hold t h a t  fact a l o n e  a q a i n s t  the;:? 

ll?. 0 : TJo , sir .  

MR. FEHGUSON: Suppose the defendants  d i ( Inf  t t e s t i ' ~ ~  

in t h i s  t r i a l ;  would you ho ld  t h a t  a g a i n s t  tllern? 

MR. iOORE: Lie, sir, I .wouldn't. 

i 
6 

I 
1 7 

10 / / ev idence  i n  t h i s  c a s e  you f e l t  l i k e  some o f  t h e  defentants ar 

3 0 3  

NR. FEZGUSON: I f  one of them t e s t i f i e d  anr? the ot r rr; 

d i d n ' t ,  would you ho ld  t h a t  against t h e  ones who d i d n ' t ?  

MR. I;IooRE: NOI sir. 
d 

Jm. PERGusoN: itr. ~ o o r e ,  if after  hea r ing  a l l  OX :.LC 

I 

15 your  mind a l i n g e r i n g  doubt  about  it, a r easonab le  doubt wilcthrr 

16 j t h e y  a c t u a l l y  committed *e o f f e n s e s  charged,  would You be able 

8 

9 

5 

i 
11 

12 

13 

1 ( 
4 14 

c 17 t o  a c q u i t  them i n  t h a t  i n s t a n c e ?  

18 MR. MOORE: I would have t o  be' proven t o  beyond t h e  

19 shadow of a doubt  before making a d e c i s i o n  of being g u i l t y .  

one of them o r  a l l  of them n i g h t  be g u i l t y  of  any one of t l i 2 ; . -  

o f f e n s e s  which they a r e  charged,  or all of then, or t h a t  tilt-... 

were probably g u i l t y ,  t h a t  they had an  oppor tun i ty  t c  conmit 

whatever cr imes the state says they comnit ted,  b u t  you ha&. 1;1 

20 MR. FERGUSON: A l l  r i g h t .  So, I unders tand ,  t h e n ,  as 

21 l ong  as you had any doubt  i n  your mind, any reasonable doubt  i n  

22 your mind, you would g i v e  t h e  de fendan t s  t h e  b e n e f i t  of  tha: 

23 doubt  and find them n o t  g u i l t y ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

24 MR. MOORE: Yes, I wotiE2. 

L 25 JliR. FERGUSON: bo you f e e l ,  Mr. Moore, t h a t  these 
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t h i n g  wrong? 

MR. 1 1 0 0 W :  I d o n ' t  f e e l  t h a t  way. I f e e l  they  arc 

30: 1 

each and every one of these  persons on t r i a l  here  a r e  innocent 

defendants  wouldn't  be here  on t r i a l  i f  they hadn ' t  done some- 

4 

5 

of a l l  t h e s e  charges r i g h t  now? 

MR. MOORE: Yes, sir. 
3 

WR. FERGUSON: And nothing t h a t  has  taken p lace  i n  

t h e  c o u r t  room s i n c e  Monday s i n c e  you have been here  causes you 

innocent  u n t i l  proven g u i l t y  by t h e  s t a t e .  

MR. FERGUSON: You a r e  able r i g h t  now t o  presume t i m t  

11 11 t o  feel any d i f f e r e n t l y  about t h a t ?  I 
MR. MOORE: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Have you ever  been i n  t h e  armed fo rces?  

MR. MOORE: I was i n  t he  A i r  Force f o r  four  yea r s .  

MR. FERGUSON: You volunteered? 

MR. MOORE: Y e s ,  sir. 
. . . . . - 

MR. FERGUSOIg: And what was t h e  h ighes t  rank you 

achieved whi le  you w e r e  i n  t h e  se rv ice?  

MR. ?100RE: E-4 .  

MR. FERGUSON: Were you ever  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c c  

whi le  the re?  
. -  - . - .  

MR. . - MOORE: .NO, sir. 
. -  

MR. FERGUSON: A l l - r i g h t ,  s i r . .  Now, you know of no 
-- - - . . . -  - - I 

W'!TEVlLLE, NORTn CAROLINA - 28478- - . -  - --- .- . - _ I - _ _  

24 - - 

2 5  - 

reason, then ,  r ight-now e i t h e r  which you wish t o  express  o r  not  
. . -. . - - -  - - 

t o  express  why y o u  should .not s i t  .as - - a juror .and be -completely 
_ _ _ .  _ _ _  - - _ _  _,- _ _ _ -  _ . . _ - -  - - 
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fair and impartial in the trial of this case? 
3 

MR. :40ORE: Not that I know of. 

!4R. FERGUSOM: Mrs. Alford? 

IIRS. ALFORD: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Could you tell me again whether or not 

you work outside of the home? 

MRS. ALFORD: .No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: YOU have children? 

.r MRS. ALFORD: I have four. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do you mind if I ask you their ages? 

3RS. ALFORD: No, sir; 14, 12, 9, and 6. 

MR. FERGUSON: How long have you been a resident of 

the county, Pender County? 

MRS. ALFORD: All my life. 

IIR. FERGUSON: Excuse me; let me go back to Xr. .loore 

just for a moment. Do you have any relatives u;ho live in the 

City of Wilmington? 

MR. MOORE: I have an aunt; and her son, a first 

cousin. 

MR. FERGUSON: DO you visit with then regularly? 

MR. MOORE: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do they visit with you? 

MR. MOORE: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do YOU have any relatives living in 

Wilmington, Ilrs. Alford? 
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MRS. ALFORD: Yes ,  sir. 

1 1 ~ .  FERGUSON: D o  you v i s i t  w i t h  thec often? 

25RS. ALFORD: Yes,  sir.  !ly brother.  

HR. FERGUSON: Y o u r  brother: and w h a t  i s  your b r o t l 7 a r  

31 

4 

4 

I 

'i 1 
I 

n a m e ?  

MRS. ALFORD: Yes, s i r .  

,"IRS. ALFOIID: Wilbur Carter. 
3 

14R. FERGUSON: ~la'm? 

MRS. ALFORD : X i l b u r  Carter. 

:1R. FERGUSOiJ: "hat s e c t i o n  of the  c i t y  doc5 'ic ! j 'rn 

i n ,  ?Irs. A l f o r d ?  

NRS. ALFORD: B e  l ives i n  Kings G r a n t .  

I4R. FERGUSOW: Xings? 

WRS. ALFORD: Kings G r a n t ,  on lover Tenwson  ' v ~ ~ ! u P .  

IIR. FERGUSO'LJ : I4a ' an? 

XRS. ALFORD: L o w e r  T e n n y s o n  A v e n u e .  

NR. FERGUSON: D i d  you have occasion ta v i s i t  w i t l l  

19 11 h i m  i n  February,  of 1 9 7 1 7  

sir. I was working a t  

:SIR. FBRGUSOP: YOU w e r e  w o r k i n g  a t  that tine? 

MRS. ALFORD: Seven days a week. 

- . - .  . - - .  
25 MRS. ALFORD; N o ,  sir. 

23 

24 

MR. FERGUSON: ~ i d ' y o u  ever have occasion - t o  d i s c u s s  
- - - - -  - -  - - 

these charges w i t h  your brother? 

4' 
-- -- -- ____-- ---- - - - - . ____ __-______ __________ _ - _  __ _ _  -- - - 
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of February, 1971? 

idiP.S. ALFOTW: T!le only thing 3e ever s a i d  7.Toa t':,?.L 

!le was scared to leave the house and he i,roilldntt l eave  bec-l;?~ 

he was scared he would get hurt, so he just stayed hoxe. 

3 1 ~ .  FERGUSOK:. All r ight .  Now, did you ever hear or 

read anything at all about any of the defendants? 
3 

MRS. ALFON):  Nothing but bk. Chavis, and I saw hirL,. 

on television. 

MR. FERGUSON: You saw Mr. Chavis on P.V.? 

311 1 

f 2 
1 

MR. FCRGUSOR: Did you ever have occasion to disculr 

v i t h  hin the events occurring in :lilrnington in the corly pzrC 

1 
1 

12 

13 

1 14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MRS. ALFORD: He was on the television during the 

news. 

MR. FERGUSOB: Do you recall about when that was? 

MRS. ALFORD: NO? sir, I don't.. 

MR. FERGUSON: Without telling me what it was, do you 

recall what he was doing on T.V.? . .-. - 
MRS. ALFORD: I believe he was making a speech. I 

won't be positive, but I just remember seeing him. I believe it 

was on the eleven o'clock news, - 
MR. FERGUSON: Did you ever talk to anyone about it? 

MRS. ALFORD: NO, sir. 

MR. FERGUSOi?: Did anybody ever talk to you about it? 

MRS. ALFORD: N o ,  sir. 

NR. FERGUSON: Were you ever in the presence of anybod]. 
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1 

1 I 

I €  2 i 

5 1 Now, i s  t h e r e  anyth ing  t h a t  you have heard i n  any of  t h e s e  

3 

4 

6 11 d i s c u s s i o n s  caused you t o  form any op in ion  o r  impress ion  con- I 

who was t a l k i n g  abou t  it? 

MRS. ALFORD: I J e l l ,  I ' v e  heard  it d i s c u s s e d ,  b u t ,  I 

mean, I haven'  t discussed it w i t h  anybody. 

MR. FERGUSON: You h a v e n ' t  d i s cus sed  it y o u r s e l f .  

I/ 7 c e r n i n g  the '  g u i l t  o r  innocence of any of t h e s e  defendants?  

312 

8 MRS. ALFORD: NO,  sir. I haven ' t  heard any th ing  
d 

9 abou t  t h e  boys. 

( 10 .W. FERGUSON: You t h i n k  you can  g i v e  M r .  Chavis a 

11 11 f a i r  t r i a l ?  I 
MRS. ALFORD: Y e s ,  sir. 

I 

I la 11 MR. FERGUSON: You t h i n k  you could  g i v e  M r .  Epps here I 
l4 II a f a i r  t r i a l  - on t h e  end o v e r  he re?  

MRS. AWORD: I would have to h e a r  what he had t o  

16 s a y  first.  

17 MR. FERGUSON: Suppose he d i d n ' t  have any th ing  t o  

18 / /  say; do you t h i n k  you could  s t i l l  g i v e  h i m  a f a i r  t r i a l ?  

l9 II MRS. ALFORD: Probably.  I feel  l i k e  if he was inno- 

20 11 cent he  would want t o  e x p r e s s  h i s  op in ion .  I 
MR. FERGUSON: And i f  he didn't e x p r e s s  h i s  op in ion ,  

22 you would t h i n k  h e  w a s  g u i l t y ?  

23 MRS. ALFORD: \ ? e l l ,  it might  make me t h i n k  so i f  he 

I1 d i d n ' t  want t o  s a y  what he  h a d n ' t  done. I would want to. 

MR. FERGUSON: A l l  r i g h t .  Now, you know t h a t  o u r  
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: ons ' t i t u t ion  provides  t h a t  a man d o e s n ' t  have t o  t a k e  t h e  stanc:? 

MRS. ALFORD: I know t h a t .  

XR. FEPGUSOII: You understand that? 

XRS.  ALFORD: I knovr t h a t .  

i3R. FERGUSON: But i f  any one of these defendants 

i i d n ' t  t a k e  t h e  s t a n d ,  you would wonder? 

MRS. ALFOXD: .It would p u t  a doubt i n  my mind. 

MR. FERGUSOT?: I t  would p u t  a doubt i n  your mind? 
# 

hJRS, ALFORD: That's r i g h t .  

MR. FERGUSON: And that would i n f l u e n c e  your verdict? 

I R S .  ALFORD: T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

MR. FERGUSOY: I f  your IIonor p l e a s e ,  we submit t.le 

j u r o r  f o r  cause.  

TiIE COURT: A l l  r i g h t .  ?ialam, you may be excuscc.l. 

CLERIC: Elber  Larkins  (91HITC) . 
MR. FERGUSON: iW, James? 

MR. JAIUS: Yes, sir. 

MR. FEIIGUSON: A r e  you r e l a c e d  t o  the o t h e r  Ilr. Jarnes 

who was on the  jury earlier? 

MR, JAMES: Yes,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: What r e l a t i o n s h i p  are you? 

EIR. JAMES: Third cous ins ,  I t h i n k .  I I i s  f a t h e r  and 

my f a t h e r  a r e  first cous ins .  

MR. FERGUSON: F i r s t  cous ins ;  and i f  I r e c a l l  cor- 

r e c t l y ,  you s a i d  you are a plumber 's  helper over a t  Camp Lejeun. 
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5 s e r v i c e .  

6 14R. FERGUSON: 'rihat branch of t h e  s e r v i c e  wer? ' j c ~  ;:>.: 

7 MR. JAMES : The Army. 

8 MR. FLRGUSON: D i d  you e v e r  do any a c t i v e  combat? 
d 

9 1IR. J N I E S :  30,  sir. 

( 10 
MR. FERGUSON: DO you r i g h t  now have a n  open mind 

11 about  t h i s  case? 

12 :lR. JXIES: Y e s ,  sir. 

13 MR. FERGUSO??: DO you f e e l  t h a t  each  one o f  these 

f 
14 persons  on t r i a l  h e r e  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  a f a i r  t r i a l ?  

15 MR. JATYES: I do. 
t h a t  

16 MR. FERGUSON: Do YOU think/you as a j u r o r  could (rive 

17 them t h a t  f a i r  t r i a l ?  
(. 

18 MR. .JAMES: Y e s ,  sir. 

19 MR. FERGUSOH: A l l  r i g h t .  Now, sir. James, based on 

20 what you said,  I t a k e  it you do  n o t  p r e s e n t l y  have any op in ion  

21 about t h e  guilt or innocence of t h e s e  de fendan t s  based on any- 

22 t h i n g  you have hea rd  or read?  

23 MR. JAMES: NO, I do no t .  

24 MR. FERGUSON: Have you -- S t r i k e  t h a t .  When you 

25 were i n  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  were you a member of the  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e ?  
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rlR. JAilCS: Yes ,  sir.  

XR. FERGUSON: llow long have you Seen a r e s i d e n t  of 

Pender County? 

i 4 3 .  J111BS: A l l  iny life e x c e p t  f o r  t.io years  I vas  i n  



1 

MR. JAMES:  For about t h r e e  weeks. 

C 2 

3 

MR. FERGUSON: Have you ever  been a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  cr 

MR. JAMES: NO. I was - about  t h r e e  weeks before  I 

g o t  o u t ,  I was a U . P ,  a gate guard. 

MR. FERGUSON: A g a t e  guard? 

((anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

315 

M R .  JAMES: N o ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: \>?auld you hold it a g a i n s t  any of these 
- 

defendants  i f  any one of them d i d n ' t  t e s t i f y ?  

MR. JAMES: NO, sir. 1 
MR. FERGUSON: You would s t i l l  be a b l e  t o  look a t  the I 

s t a t e ' s  case  and s e e  whether o r  n o t  t h e  s t a t e  had proven i t s  

case beyond a reasonable doubt? 

NR. JAi.,IF,S: Y e s ,  sir. 

FERGUSON: And i f  some of them t e s t i f i e d  and 

o t h e r s  d i d n ' t ,  you wouldn't  hold that a g a i n s t  those who d i c n ' t ,  I 
i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

MR. JhErnS: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSOH: D o  YOU feel  t h a t  t h e  f a c t ,  t h e  mere 1 
f a c t ,  t h a t  a l l  e leven of t h e s e  persons who have been charged 

- ,  I 
h e r e  means t h a t  a l l  e leven of them must have done something 

wrong together?  

MR. JAMES: N o ,  s ir .  

MR. FERGUSON: You b e l i e v e  they  are a l l  innocent  r i g h  1 now? 
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2 

3 

MR. JAT4ES: That's right. 

?IT,. FEilGUS0:I: Would you hold the fact that they nay 

be members of the First Congregational Church of the Black 

4 

5 

6 

MR. JAMES: No, sir. 

10 MR. FERGUSON: DO YOU believe that when persons foe1 

i4essiah against them? 

tlR. JmIES: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: If they have been involved at various 

7 

8 

times in a racial protest movement, would you hold that aqainst 

them? 

13 11 unjustness, that unfairness? 
11 

1 

MR. JAEES: If they want to. 

that they have been discrininated against or treated unjust111 

because of their race that they have a right to protest t h a t  

MR. FERGUSON: And you would not hold it against then I 16 

17 

18 

if they did it? 

MR. JAMES: NO, sir. 

HR. FERGUSON: Do you feel that under certain circum- 

19 

20 

stances a person has a right to arm himself for his own protec- 

tion? 

21 

22 

23 

MR. JAMES: I beg your pardon? 

MR. FCRGUSON: DO you feel that under certain circum- >. .%$ 

stances a person has a right to arm himself for his own protec- 

24 

25 
..d 

tion? 

MR. JAMES: Yes,  sir. For his own protection, yes, sir. 
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1 

11 i . 1 ~ .  JAPES: ?lo, sir. I 

IlR. FERGUSON: And t h e  m e r e  f a c t  t h a t  a person ma:y ;)e 

2 

3 

YR. FEgGUSON: E:ow, you d o n ' t  feel t h a t  t h e  f a c t  tJ:.-t. 

armed vrould n o t  cause  you t o  c o n v i c t  t h a t  person of some cri, 

if the  evidence d i d n ' t  show t h a t  he committed a c r i m e ,  w o u l ?  it? 

6 I l these  persons  on t r i a l h e r e  have been escorted i n  and o u t  0 6  t , r -  

7 11 c o u r t  room by deputy s h e r i f f s  means t h a t  t hey  have done a n y t : : i n ~  I 
8 / / wrong? 

~ 1 1  I 

MR. JXCS: NO, sir. 

r.1R. FERGUSON: Now, :Ir. James, i f  a f t e r  hear ing  ail I 
11 11 of t h e  evidence i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  whatever it nay be, i f  you f.: .: I 

1 / /Befendants  n i g h t  probably be g u i l t y  but you -rere not con~iii:: ,  I 

12 

13 

15 11 i n  your mind beyond a r ea sonab le  doubt  that t hey  were, woul.1 I 

l i k e  t h e  state had n o t  proven its c a s e  beyond a reasonahla  : :o , lut ,  

b u t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  you f e l t  t h a t  some o r  one o r  a l l  of t h e  

16 11 you be a b l e  t o  f i n d  t h e n  n o t  g u i l t y  under t h o s e  c i r c u n s t a n c s i ?  

MR. JMIES: Y e s ,  sir. I 
blR. FERGUSON: I n  o t h e r  words, as  long  as  you have a I 

reasonable  doubt  i n  your m i d ,  /I you would have no hesitation 

20 11 f i n d  then n o t  g u i l t y ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

MR. JI~ . ICS : That's c o r r e c t .  I 
IIR. FCRGUSON: Do you know o f  any reason  why you 

cou ld  n o t  s i t  as a j u r o r  and be complete ly  f a i r  and i m p a r t i a l  

24 11 i n  t h e  t r i a l  of t h i s  case? 

__ __-- - _ __ 
, _ _  ______--- _ ________L_- -- - -- 

-- - 
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, Y I  MR. FERGIJSON: I f  t h e  s t a t e  failed t o  prove t h c  . j u i l t  31. 

2 

3 

of these  defenclants - t a l k i n g  a!,out all of t l ~ e m  no-.: - anl; -l*L i 

felt t h a t  o. v e r d i c t  of not  o u i l t y  l.-las j u s t i f i e d  i n  t;losr c . 1 ~ ~  - I 

4 

5 

do you f ee l  t h a t  !!ou k~oulcl he a b l e  t o  face your fri2n:is all.: 

neiahbors t h e  next  day havinr; fnrtici2atfd in t:li~ t r i a l  ; l i : . ?  

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

found then no t  q u i l t y ?  

:1R. JAIES: Yes, sir. 

MR. FCPGUSmJ: Do- JOU f e e l  you vrould be a b l e  t o  r.;: 2 

3 

up your own mind about t h e  evidence i n  t h i s  case? 

MR. Jki-IES: Y e s ,  sir. 

- .  
213. FEXGUSON: All i t  I sir. I s .  : a I - ',..I ' t 

know any of t h e  persons sea ted  a t  t h i s  table? 

i lRS .  CAf;INS : 110 , sir. 

:m. Fci3GUSOl~: You d o n ' t  knwv any of t!le vitnen.;-2?' 

names t h a t  have been c a l l e d  o u t  i n  t he  c o u r t  room? 

MRS. EAKIEJS: NO , sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: I be l i eve  you t o l d  us  you saw a ske tch  

o r  something on T.V. concerning t h e  i n c i d e n t s  o u t  of which 

19 

20 

21 

22 

t h e s e  cases  arosei i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

MRS. EAKINS: Y e s .  1 seen a l i t t l e  ske tch  of it on 

t h e  t e l e v i s i o n ,  because 1 d o n ' t  t a k e  t h e  Wilmington paper; and 

I j u s t  seen a l i t t l e  ske tch  of it, because a l o t  of t imes I 

23 

24 

d o n ' t  have t i m e  t o  look at t e l e v i s i o n .  

MR. FERGUSON: Y e  ma'am. Were any of t h e  names of 

25 
4 

any of t h e s e  defendants  mentioned i n  t h a t  ske tch ,  i f  YOU can 
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C 17 

18 

1 19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

I - 

25 

I 

recall? 

I.iRS. PUA3:IfJS : Feverend Chavis , 

I4R. FCRGUSON: Reverend Chavis is the only one? 

IIRS. ENCINS : That ' s right. 

i3R. FERGUSOM: Did you see sornetiling about it on .". 
more than once or just one time that you can recall? 

X R S .  EAKINS: Well, I seen him on there several ti.-.cn. 

It seems like making a speech or something; you know, I didn't 
J 

see the beginning of it, and I reckon I didn't see the end. It 

seems that he was making a speech or something. 

FERGUSON: All right. Yothing you sa-r causr? :.rou 

to feel that he had committed any crime, did it? 

IIRS.  EAKINS: No. 

FIR. FERGUSOIq: YOU feel, Mrs. Eakins, that you co:ild 

be fair to each one of these persons on trial, all eleven ler- 

sons? 

EIRS. l EAKINS: I do. 

/MR. FERGVSON: Now, you don't feel that any of them 

have done anything wrong just because they have been chargrll 

with these offenses and brought here to court, do you? 

MRS. EAKINS: NO, I don't. 

MR. FERGUSON: YOU understand that many times innocent 

people are charged with crimes, you understand that? 

MRS. EAI<INS : I do. 
a 

MR. FERGUSON: And if the State of North Carolina, 
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through t h e  s o l i c i t o r ,  d i d  n o t  prove t o  you that t h e s e  persons 

dere g u i l t y  beyond a reasonable  doubt ,  would you be able tc  

find them n o t  g u i l t y  if the s t a t e  didn't prove t o  you t h a t  thcy 

were g u i l t y ?  

24RS. EA;:IF;S : Repeat t h a t  again? 

MR. FERGUSOM: I ' m  s o r r y .  I don't mean to confuse 

you by the  q u e s t i o n s .  I r e a l i z e  it g e t s  a l i t t l e  confusinq 

sometimes though. Just l e t  me exp la in :  Th i s  i s  a c r i m i n a l  
3 

trial, you unders tand t h a t ?  

-MFlS. EAKINS: Yes. 

SIR. FERGUSOM: And i n  a  c r i m i n a l  trial t h e  s t a t c  - 

when I say t h e  s t a t e ,  I ' m  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  s o l i c i t o r ' s  siZc 

of t he  t ab le . , , . .  

23RS. EAGILqS : I understand . 
MR. FERGUSON: ..... they have t o  prove t h e  case 

a g a i n s t  t h e  defendants beyond a reasonable  doubt. If they 

d o n ' t  prove t h e i r  case  beyond a  reasonable  doubt ,  t hen  t h e  ile- 

fendant  i s  e n t i t l e d  t o  a verdict of  n o t  g u i l t y ,  you understan; 

that? 

MRS. EAKINS: Mes. 

MR. FERGUSON: Now, I ' m  saying - I ' m  asking you: I f  

i n  t h i s  c a s e  the s t a t e  d i d  no t  prove t o  you beyond a reasonable  

doubt t h a t  these  defendants  were g u i l t y  of t h e  crimes charqed, 

would you be able t o  f i n d  them no t  g u i l t y ?  

MRS .- EAKINS : I would - t r y  my b e s t .  - - 

- - -  - - -  - - - - - . - . & - - - - - -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - 
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1 MR. FERGUSOII: You think you could nake up your olrn 

2 nind about the evidence in this case as you listen to it froT? 

3 the stand? 

4 l lRS.  EAKINS: I certainly would. 

5 113. FERGUSON: YOU iuouldn't be afraid for any reoson 

6 to find then not guilty if you felt they were not guilty, ::~uld 

7 you? 

8 MRS. EAKINS: No, sir. 
3 

MR. FERGUSON: NOW, you know sometimes, i-Irs. E a l i i n s ,  9 

10 circumstances can be such that things might look like a person 

11 is guilty of something? 

12 flRS. EAKINS: Yes. 

13 i4R. FERGUSOH: But the person nay not be quilt!r: no\Y, 

14 even if you felt that some of these defendants, or all of t+cn 

15 as the case may be, could possibly have comitte2 a crinc !.ut 

16 you were not convinced beyond a reasonable doubt that they Cid, 

17 would you be able to find them not guilty? 
> 

18 MRS. EAKINS: I would try ny best to find then not  

19 guilty. 

20 MR. FCRGUSON: In all circumstances, right? Koir, 

a do you have any close relatives who are law enforcement officers? 

22 MRS. EARINS: No, I do not. 

23 NR. FERGUSON: Do you have any close friends on the 

24 police force or skriff's department or anything of that sort? 

d 25 MRS. EAKINS: No, .Sir. 

MRS. SYLVIA P EDWARDS 
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER 

WHITEVILLE. NORTH CAROLINA 2847s 



MR. FE!IGUSOL\J: I believe you told us you are a x.~iJoi.l; 

you are n o t  working at t he  present t i m e ,  i s  t h a t  corrcct? 

f lRS.  EA1;INS: N o ,  only at home. 

:I>. FCRGUSON: Only a t  home; you keep children? 

1.SRS. EAIiINS: I d o n ' t  have no children, I mean, I 

d o n ' t  keep other people's chi ldren .  I have a farm, but I L.c::' L 

keep o t h e r  p e o p l e ' s  children. 

J 
IdR, FERGUSON: You have your o m  farm? 

MRS. EAKINS: That's r i g h t .  

MR. FERGUSON: You work it by y o u r s e l f ?  

bIRS. CARIFiS: go. I have a tenant. 

MR. FCXGUSO;;: I see. So, you feel, t h e n ,  Llrs. ::.zj:ill 

you could  s i t  as a juror on t h i s  case and be open-minded about  

the evidence and reach a j u s t  v e r d i c t  i n  it, i s  that corrcct? 

MRS. EAKIMS: I t h i n k  so. 

MR. FERGUSON: I W .  Jones, do you presune right no-.J 

that each of these de fendan t s  i s  innocen t  of t h e  charges 

a g a i n s t  h i m ?  

MR. JONES: I don't really k n o w .  I d o n ' t  know i ihethe 

t h e y  are guilty or not guilty. 

MR. FERGUSON: All r i g h t .  Do you feel, Iilr. J o n e s ,  

t h a t  the fact t h a t  these persons have been charged w i t h  these 
means 

o f f e n s e s / t h a t  they must be guilty of some wrong-doing, the 

mere fact that they have been charged? 

MR. JONES: I would say yes. W e l l ,  there's two ways 
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3 2  iln. FI:RGUSOiJ: IIav? a l l  of you beer1 p r e s e n t  i n  t l i -  

c o u r t  room s i n c e  [Ionday? 

(NO IJEGATIVE RESPO?TSE FRO:l THE JURY. ) 

;I?. FCL?GUSOE!: You :lave hrnrr-I, t h e n ,  s list of .:. i i -  

t i n 1  ~ r i t n e i s c s  Eor t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  was c a l l c d  out. It has :.I :*.I  

SOT.= t i m o  s i n c e  you heard t h a t ,  and naybe [re better j u s t  L.. 

through it r i g h t  qu i ck ly .  I f  you know any of t h e s e  nersor.:, 
t o  m e  

j u s t  i n d i c a t e  i t / b y  r a i s i n g  your hand as I c a l l  t h e  name, ~'-I:T? 

d 

Do any of you know Al len  H a l l ?  

(110 RESPONSE FRO.4 TiIE JURY. ) 

Ill?. FEIZGUSO:\i : J e r o ~ e  : i i t c h e l  l? 

(140 RESPDNSE FROFl THE J U R Y .  ) 

MR. FERGUSOi?: Mike Pou la s ,  who o ~ r n s  : l ikev s Groccry , 

i n  :? i ln inuton? 

(>TO PSSPBNSE FRO14 THE J U R Y . )  

MR. FERGUSOM: F a t h e r  Jones ,  of \Jilminqton? 

(NO RESPONSE FR0P.I THE JUXY. ) 

MR. FERGUSOT?: A s s i s t a n t  Chief  G l i s son ,  of t h e  i:i:nit.g-- 

t o n  F i r e  Department: do any of you know hi=? 

(NO RESPONSE FROM TEIE JURY .) 

MR. FRRGUSON: Patrolman Chips and Sgt. Bloonan, of 

t h e  Wilmington p o l i c e  f o r c e ?  

(NO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY. )  

MR. FERGUSON: TonyNilliams, of  Wilmington, North 

Ca ro l ina?  
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(!To PZSPOIJSC FROiZ THE J U R Y . )  

2 ; ; ~ .  FERGUSO:: : PJer ton  \tVCiW, of 1:i lm in . r t on ,  iqort3 

3 11 Carol ina? I 
I/ (i30 RESPONSE FROM TIIE JUXY. ) 

MR. FERGUS02?: Sgt . IIobbs , L t .  Lewis, Dekctive 

MR. FERGUSON: Agent Campbell, of t h e  Alcohol, Tobacco, 

6 

7 

8 

and Firearms Divis ion  of the  I n t e r n a l  Revenue Service? Any of I 

.,-, ~ e t e c t i v e  I I o l l i f i e l d ,  of t h e  :Jilminqton Po l i ce  D e p a r t ~ e n t ?  : . - 

of you know. those  persons? 

(NO PXSPONSE FROll T I E  JURY. ) 

11 

12 

13 

you know those gentlemen (SIC)? 

(NO RESPOI.JSE FROfl TIIC JURY.  ) 

tlR. FEXGUSOY: Mr. Herbert  Howell, of Wilmington, 

14 North Carolina? D o  any of you know !fix. ).iowell? 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

(NO RESPONSE FRO24 THE JURY.) 

MR. FERGUSON: You may have heard w h i l e  s i t t i n g  i n  

t h e  c o u r t  room a l i s t  of p o t e n t i a l  wi tnesses  t h a t  the defense 

may c a l l  i n  t h e  trial of t h i s  case; and I want t o  ask you if 

you know any of these persons, and i f  you do, i n d i c a t e  t h a t  Lo 

20 

21 

22 
8 

23 

3 24 

m e  by r a i s i n g  your hand when I c a l l  a name t h a t  you know. 

Annie McLain, of Wilmington, North Carolina? 

(NO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.  ) 

MR. FERGUSON:  oder rick Kirby, of Wilmington, North 

Carol ina? 

J 
25 

- - - -- . - - -- - - -  -- - 

r "' 

- - 
(NO PSSPONSE FROM THE JURY.) 

-- - -. -- - - - - - - - - -. - - -- - - - - - - -- - -- -- - - . - -- .- - .-- - -- - - --- - - -- - - - - - - -- 
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MR. FERGUSON: Reverend and Mrs. Eugene Templeton, now 

of New Jersey, formerly of \qilrnington, North Carol ina? 

(NO RCSPOIJSE. FROM THE J U R Y .  ) 

NX. FERGUSOEJ: Llr. IIugh Jones, of ~ l i l n i n r ~ t o n ,  !qort!i 

Carol ina? 

(NO RESPONSE FRO:.I THE JURY.  ) 

MR. FERGUSON: . E i r e  John Green, of F?ilmington, N o x t , ~  

Carol ina? 
*r 

(NO RESPONSE FROM THE J U R Y . )  

MR. FERGUSON: Mrs. Stephanie Green, of Wilmington, 

North Carol ina? 

(NO RESPONSE FROM T I E  JURY .) 

MR. FERGUSON: Mrs. Minnie Monroe, of Wilmington? 

(NO RESPONSE FROM TIIE JURY .) 

MR. FERGUSON: Reverend Leon White, of Raleigh, Corth 

~ a r o l i n a ?  - 

(NO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY. )  

MR. FERGUSON: None of you know any of the namesof 

the persons I c a l l e d  I take it, then ,  i s  that correct? 

(NO NEGATIVE RESPONSE FROPI THE JURY, ) 

MR. FERGUSON: Those of you who have served on a jury 

before ,  would you i n d i c a t e  that to  m e  by rais ing your hand, 

please? 

(RESPONSES FROM THE J U R Y . )  

MR. FERGUSON: I see t h r e e  of you have.   hat's 
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Bryant,  LW. Bland, and :4r. Kennedy who have served  on t h e  jury? 

MR. ELAND: I was never i n  the ju ry  box; t hey  &led  

m e ,  b u t  t hey  turned  u s . a l o o s e  bebre we got s t a r t e d .  
t o  c o u r t  

MR. FEAGUSON: You were c a l l e d / t o  serve on t h e  j u r y ,  

hut you never  se rved  on a case? 

14R. BLAND: Y e s .  They had t h r e e  o r  f o u r  divorce 

cases, and thqr l e t  everybody go a t  about  e l even  o ' c l o c k .  I 
MR. FERGUSON: Was t h a t  t h e  only t i m e  you served? I 

I 

MR. BLAND: Yes, s i r .  

MR. FERGUSOM: Mr. Bryant,  when you served was  t h a t  I 
i n  a c r i m i n a l  j u r y  or a c i v i l  jury? I 

MR. BRYANT: A bunch of bad checks. I 
MR. FERGUSON: A bunch of bad checks;  t h a t  sounds lik 1 

cr imina l .  ~kd, I I r .  Kennedy, was it c r i m i n a l  o r  civil w h e n  -YOU 

served? 

MR. KENNEDY: Criminal .  

MR. FERGUSOM: L e t  m e  a s k  you, rlr. Bryant and ilr. I 
Kennedy, i f  there was anyth ing  i n  you; experience whi le  se rv ing  

as a j u r o r  which causes you to  f avor  t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  t r i a l  of 

a case? 

MR. BRYANT: NO. 

MR. KENNEDY: No. 

MR. FERGUSO?T+There .": w a s  nothing about t h a t  exper icnc  
- -+' ,a, . . ..a, 

which l ed  you to i bcfk&*e;that - everybody brought i n t o  c o u r t  anLi 

charged with  something i s  g u i l t y ?  I 
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11 TIP,. FE??CUSON: I!ave any of those Dersons who I ' r ?  nr,-.: 

3 11 t a l k i n g  t o  now, have you served as a w i t n e s s  fo r  t h e  s t a te  i r ~  P 
/I trial of  a c r i m i n a l  case before? 

11 (NO ESPOMSZ FROY TI!E JURY.) 

11 MR. FERGUSON: You have not. IIow mar-  of you :;,I\. 

' I/ heard o r  read something a b o u t  t h i s  case o r  t h e s e  c a s e s  on Lr ia i  

8 11 h e r e  b e f o r e  coming t o  c o u r t  on >Ionday? I 
I1 3 

(PSSPOMSES FR951 THE JURY. ) I 
lo I/ i.lR. ( 1 :  I 've  heard a l i t t l e  news over t h e  television 

and t h e  radio, b u t  that's about as far as I've heard. 

MR. FERGUSON: All r i g h t .  ?Ir. Bryant, I beliwe :,leu 

i n d i c a t e d  that you had heard something. Was it t h e  same tiring; 

news, r a d i o  r e p o r t s  and the newspaper? 

l5 11 fdR. BRYANT: Yes, sir. I 
l6 II ?4R. FERGUSON: And who else heard? 

l7 II MR. TEW: T h e  newspaper. I 
l8 II MR. FERGUSON: The newspaper; and d i d  you i n d i c a t e  

the newspaper, Xr, Bland? 

MR. BLAND: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: And your name i s  1,lrs. Bland? 

MRS. BLAND: T*V.  

MR. FERGUSON: T.V.; M r .  Lark ins ,  you h a d n ' t  heard 

o r  read a n y t h i n g  a t  a l l  about it before con ing  up here? 

MR. LARI<INS: 1- heard it discussed down there i n  
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1 1 Llilmington. I work down t h e r e  i n  Wilmington. 

' ( "  2 i 
3 2 

t 

i 4 
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23 
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1 
1 

MR. FERGUSOPI: YOU work down t h e r e ?  

MR. LAN;IPJS : Y e s ,  

LIR. FCRGUSO1J: NOW, l e t  r.e ask  j u s t  g e n e r a l l y  i f  ar.? 

of you r i u h t  no-.? know of any reason why you c o u l d n ' t  be fair 

and i m p a r t i a l ?  I f  any of you have a pre-conceived op in ion  

about  t h e  case t h a t  would have t o  be e ra sed  from your mind D y  

t h e  evidence i n  t h i s  case? 
# 

(RESPONSE FRa'I THE JURY .) 

MR. LARKINS: Y e s .  

MR. FERGUSOEI: YOU do, Y r .  Larkins? 

MR. LAR1:INS: Yes. 

MR. FERGUSON: You d o n ' t  t h i n k  you could hear  t he  

evidence and reach  a f a i r  and i n p a r t i a l  -- You have yourmind 

a l r eady  made up? 

-. (NO ANSWER HEARD. ) 

MR. FERGUSON: S i r ?  

.- , MR. LARKINS: No. 

. MR. FERGUSON: A l l  r i g h t .  Let m e  be s u r e  I unde~rs tand 

you: You say  you do have some f e e l i n g  about  t h e  c a s e  now? 

MR. LARKINS: (NO ANSIIER IIEARD. ) 

FERGUSON: I ' m  s o r r y ;  t h e  c o u r t  r e p o r t e r  i s  going 

t o  have t o  hear  you; she  h a s  to know what your answer is. A r e  

you say ing  t h a t  you do have some f e e l i n g  about  t h e  c a s e  now 

which might i n f l u e n c e  your v e r d i c t  in t h e  c a s e  should you serve 
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-- - 

as a j u r o r ?  

MR. LAR.KI!JS: Y e s .  

MR. FERGUSON: And that's based on  w h a t  you heard 

down in tli lming ton  you w e r e  t a  l l r ing  about t r h i  le  workin7 do-::r1 

there? 

21K. LARKINS: Yes.  

MR. FERGUSON: All r i g h t ,  sir. W e  s u b m i t  l i r .  L a r h i n s  

for cause, your I I o n o r .  

.r 
THE COURT: All right. You may be excused. 

C L E M  : Margaret Smith (BLACK) . 
THE COURT: We will he i n  recess. Let's everybcd;: 

take a break. 

(AFTERNOON B-WAX . ) 
(THE DEFENDANTS IN CUSTOnY TAKE THEIR SEATS IN OPEN COU3T.)  

TIE COURT: Y o u  nay proceed .  

1.lR. FERGUSON: Thank you,  your  H o n o r .  How, i s  t i icxe  

anyone else on t h e  j u r y  w h o  knows as of t h i s  time that you 

could n o t  be fair and impartial or who has a preconce ived  o i ~ i n i c  

about these cases w h i c h  might affect your  verdict? 

(NO RESPONSE FRO:\I THE JURY. ) 

XR. FEKGUSON: All right. ;irs. Sriiith, I be l i eve  yo2  

j u s t  came up  before the break, before we went out. Y o u ' v e  

heard me i n t r o d u c e  myself and Mr. Rallance and M r .  Harmon and 

the  defendants? You've been i n  cour t  t h i s  week? 

24RS. SCIITH: Y e s ,  sir. - _ - - 

- - - .  - !IR, FERGUSQN: D o  you- know either m e  o r  Mr. L;allfit~c--c 
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3 3 2  
1 

C 2 

3 

o r  any of these  persons seatecl a t  t h e  t a b l e  here? 

S . I i  : 710, s i r .  

11R. FCRGUSOIJ: YOU don' t l;nov~ !lr. Eunoval? 

4 

5 

r . T i  : 130, s ir .  

ill?. FCZGUSO!:: D o  you know L-. Strourl? 

6 
L 

i 
ii 7 
1 

! 8 

i .  9 1 ' lo 
I 

11 

12 i 13 

14 

15 

.16 

C 17 

18 

19 

20 

21. 

22 

I 
23 

24 

w 25 

tlxs. S:IXT:;: KO,  sir .  

IIR. FBBGUSO>I:. Have you ever serve2  on a jury hcfcr?? 

IwIRS. SLIITII: 130, sir. 
.I 

MR. FERGUSON: Have you ever  appsared as a wi tness  

f o r  t h e  s t a t e  i n  a c r imina l  t r i a l  before? 

I-IRS. SIIITH: 110, sir. 

WR. FEFGUSON: Nothing you know o f ,  then ,  a t  t':ic: 

t h e  rikich would prevent  you f r o n  being a f a i r ,  i r ~ a r t i a l  2:::-3r 

if you Tiere seated on t h i s  case? 

MRS. SIIITH: PJo, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: A l l  r i g h t .  I'm going t o  ask you nc.3 

j u r o r s  some ques t ions  a t  t h i s  t ime,  and again  I want you t o  

understand 1 am n o t  ou t  t o  e d a r r a s s  you or anyth ing  of t ha t  

s o r t ,  b u t  w e  have t o  do t h i s  i n  o rde r  t o  t r y  t o  get a fair- 

t r i a l  f o r  everybody involved and t h a t ' s  t h e  reason f o r  it. . a i b ~ ,  

is t h a t  I.liss o r  M r s .  Hatkins? 

MRS. V7ATKINS: M r s .  

MR. FERGUSON: Miss? 

MRS. WATKINS: M r s .  

;4R. FBRGUSQN: A r e  you married? 
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r 11 IIE. FERGUSON: You were? 
i 

XRS. !7ATKINS: I was. 

i 11 112s. WATXIMS: Yes. I 

3 3 3  

:13. FERGUSO??: You are divorced or separated? 

IIR. FEP,GUSOIl: Separated? 

MRS. VJATKINS: Yes. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do. you have children, ;Irs. Vatk ins?  
.r 

MRS. WATKINS: Yes. 

MR..FERGUSON: How many? 

1.lRS. I?ATKIIJS : Three. 

tlR. FERGUSOX May I ask what ages thev are? 

MRS. WATKINS: Nine and six and - ( ? )  . 
KR. FERCUSON: Do you work outside of your hone? 

MRS. WATKINS: Yes. 

MR. FERGUSON: And where are you employed? 

MRS. WATKINS: Southern Cleaning, in Jacksonville. 

MR. FERGUSON: Southern Cleaning, in Jacksonville? 

MRS. WATKINS: Yes. 

EIR. FERGUSON: How long have you been employed with 

them? 

MRS. WATKINS: About seven or eight years. 

LNR. FERGUSON: Seven or e igh t  years? 

MRS. WATKINS: Yes. 

MR. FERGUSON: And what kind of employment is that? 
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MRS. WATKINS: Presser. 

?SR, FERGUSO:?: You .are a presser. IIow l o n q  have yo11 

been a r e s i d e n t . o f  ~ender County? 

MRS. WATKINS : l 'wenty-six yea r s ,  

?.I?. FERGUSON: Is t h z t  all of your life? 

1-IRS . P'ATKINS : Yes. 
THE COURT: Speak just a l i t t l e  loude r ,  please. 
MR. FERGUSOP-J:. This  young l ady  here who i s  the Court 

r e p o r t e r  is t r y i n g  t o  take down every th ing  t h a t  everybody i s  
*< 

saying, s o  you w i l l  have t o  speak loud enough so t h a t  she can 

unders tand whatever it is  you have t o  say .  Let m e  a sk  -- i?e l l ,  

let me j u s t  ask a l l  of those persons who are on the jury - 1'11 
come back to you i n  a minute,  14rs. Watkins - did all of you hear 

the charges  which w e r e  read  in c o u r t  here  on Monday so that you 

know now what t h e  persons are charged with who a r e  on trial 

here? A l l  of you know what they are charged with? 

(NO RESPONSE HEARD FROM TIIE JURY .) 

MR. FERGUSON: I'll tell you briefly because I don't 

want to go back and read t h e  whole b i i l  - t h e  b i l l s  of i n d i c t m r  

A l l  e l even  of these persons are charged with a conspiracy to 

burn a p l a c e  c a l l e d  Mike's Grocery; and all eleven are charqed 

with  a conspiracy to assault emergency personnel  a t  Mike's 

Grocery w i t h  firearms on February 6th - February 5 th  and 6th, 

1971, in Wilmington. All of the defendants except Llrs. Shepard 

and M r .  Kirby are charged wi th  t h e  a c t u a l  burning of Mike's 

Grocery on t h e  6 t h  of February, 1971 .  So, we are a11  s t r a i g h t  
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(I10 RESP0:JSI: HEARD FROM TIIE JURY. ) 

MR. FERGUSOIJ: Nr. Harnon, Mr. Ballance, and myself 

are representing ten of the defendants. Hr. Hunoval is rellrc- 

senting one of the defendants- A l l  right. Now, coming bac:: 

to you, !4rs. Watkins, do you knot? anything at all about t3e 

specific charges against the defendants? 

I 

1 on that; you understand that? 

MRS. WATKINS: N o .  .* 

FERGUSON: Did you hear or read anything in the 

3 3  

paper about it that you can recall? 

MRS. IrlATI<IWS: I heard it on the television. 

NR. FERGUSOIJ: You heard it on the television? 

MRS. WATKINS: Yes. 

24R. FERGUSOIJ: Did you discuss it with anybody? 

MRS. WATKINS: No. 

MR. FERGUSON: Did you read anything about it in the 

paper? 

MRS. WATKINS : . Just on the television. 

MR. FERGUSOM: Do YOU remember about when it was that 

you heard or read something about it on television? 

MRS. WATICINS: It seems like it was one Sunday evening. 

I came home from church, and it was on television. I don't 

remember when it was. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do you remember anything definite or 

specific about what you saw at that time? 
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s e e i n g  it on the  news?. 

i .  T I S :  Y e s .  

?!I?. FERGUSOrl: Were any of t h e  names of  the defcr.c:l?tzts 

3IRS. VJATKINS: No, I do not. 

:IR. FERGUSOIJ: IS t h a t  t h e  only  occas ion  you rcrn?r,:>?r 

mentioned i n  t h a t  neVdscast t o  you knowledge? 

MRS. WATRINS: . Reverend Chavis. 

- 

MR. FERGUSO?I: Reverend Chavis? 

MRS. WATKIMS: Y e s ,  t h a t  I remember. 

MR. FERGUSON: Mow, w a s  t h e r e  anyth ing  about  t h a t  

newscast  t h a t  caused you t o  develop an  op in ion  aSout the  c a s ~ l  

MRS. bJAT1:IRS: N o .  . . 

9 

( 10 

11 

IIR. FERGUSON: H a s  any th ing  happened s i n c e  t h e n  t o  

cause  you t o  deve lop  an  o p i n i o n  about  t h e  case?  
. . 

MRS. WATXINS: NO.  

s 
MRS. F'IATRINS: Yes. 

MR. FERGUSOP?: Is he t h e  on ly  one whose name you 

r e c a l l ?  

FERGUSON: So, right now you are oaen-minded 

abou t  i t ?  

1;lRS. FIATKIMS: Yes. - - 

MR. FERGUSON: NOW, :ITS. Watkins, t h e  s ta te  i n  a 

c r i m i n a l  t r i a l  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  prove its case beyond a reasonabl 

doubt ;  you've heard u s  t a l k  about  t h a t  t h i s  week? 

25 

- - 

14RS. IVATKINS: Yes. 

MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER 

WHITEVILLE. NORTH CAROLINA 2847P 



??I?,. FEXGUSOF.1: You t!link you understand o h a t  k r c  arc 

t a l k i n 3  a b o u t  now q e n c r a l l y  rcI1en t ~ o  say t h a t ,  r i ~ ; l t ?  

(KO A?!S:ER IICARD . ) 
I'IR. PLZGUSO:!: The d e f e n d a n t  i n  a c r i m i n a l  c a s c  1:: 

n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  p rove  a n y t h i n v .  Is p c r s o n  on  t r i a l  i s  n c t  r1.- 

q u i r e d  t o  p rove  h i s  innocence ,  you unclerstand that? 

:.IRS. WATKIIIS: Yes.  

MR. FERGUSON: Now, are you a b l e  a t  t h i s  t i m e  - first 
I 

- t o  p r e s u n e  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  e l e v e n  p e r s o n s  on t r i a l  inno-  

c e n t  o f  t h e  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  thern? 

P ~ R S .  ?I.ATKINS : Y e s  . 
f.IIi. FEKGUSOII: You d o n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  t h e  nere f a c t  t l iey I 

have been charged  w i t h  t h e s e  o f f e n s e s  means t h e y  cormittec! 

them, do you? 

LIRS. P7ATI:INS : Repeat  that a g a i n ?  

P1R. FERGUSON: You d o n ' t  f e e l  l i k e  t h e  nere f a c t  t h a t  

t h e y  have  been c h a r g e d  w i t h  t h e s e  o f f e n s e s  means t h a t  t h e y  d i d  

I 

something,  t h a t  t h e y  c o m m i t t e d  them, do you? 

MRS . tJATICINS : 110. 

MR. FERGUSOII: H a s  anyone i n  y o u r  i m , ~ e d i a t e  f a r l i l v ,  

M r s .  Watkins,  e v e r  been a l a w  enforcement  o f f i c e r ,  such  as a 

pol iceman,  s h e r i f f ,  or a n y t h i n g  o f  t h a t  s o r t ?  

MRS. TVATKINS: No.  

MR. FGRGUSON: I n  t h e  t r i a l  of a c r i m i n a l  case would 

you tend t o  b e l i e v e  what  a* p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  s a i d  more q u i c k l y  
C 
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than you would what sornebody else said simply because it was an 

of f i ce r  saying it? 

MRS. WATI:INS: NO, I would not. I 
MR. FERGUSON: You would be able to l i s t e n  to what I 

11 they said and weigh it along with all the other evidence in I 
/I this case? 

II .MRS.  i+?ATKINS:. Yes. I 
MR. FERGUSON: Now, Mrs. Watkins, you heard me rnen- 

d 

tion that there are eleven people on trial, and they are all 
I 

II charged withconspiracy. Would the mere fact that there is z, I 
large number of people charged doesn't create an impression in I 

MR. FERGUSON: Now, each of these persons i s  entitled 

to be judged individually in the trial of these cases. Vlould 

you be able to listmto the evidence in this case and make an 

individual judgment as to each one of these defendants, make 
I 

up your mind about each one of t h e m  in t h e  cases? 

MRS. WATKINS: Make up my mind? 
make up your mind 

MR. FERGUSON: Y e s ,  malain;/about each person charged? 

II MRS. WATKINS: Yes. 

I/ MR. FERGUSON: Mrs. Watkins, the defendants, the ten 

defendants we represent, are m e m b e r s  of the  First congregational 

Church of the Black Nessiah, in Wilmington, North Carolina. Hav 
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you heard of that church? 

MRS. ?~IATKIPJS : l?o , I haven' t . 
>1R. FERGUSON: ;Ir. Kirby, George Kirby, is an organizer 

for the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. Is there 

anything about h i s  association with that orqanization that 

would cause you any feelings against him? 
I40 , 

MRS. WATKINS: /it would not. 

MR. FERGUSON: And Reverend Chavis is an organizer 

.r 

or field representative for the North Carolina-Virginia Corrmiasion 

on Racial Justice; that's an organization affiliated w i t h  the 

United Church of Christ. V?ould his activities with that orc~ni- 

zation cause you any feelings aoainst him? 

MRS. VJATKINS: NO, it would not. 

1118. FCIIGUSO21: During the first week in Pebruar;!, 

1971, there were various protests of a racial nature going on 

in the City of Wilmington; some of the defendants were involvecl 

ill that racial protest movement. V?ill you hold that fact 

against them in the trial of this case? 

i4RS. VIATKINS: No, I  ill not. 

FCRGIJSON: DO YOU feel a person is free to Eollof? 

his own mind and conscience in that matter, is that correct? 

2IRS. TJATKINS : Yes. 

IR. FERGUSON:  not^, 3rs. Watkins, in the trial of a 

criminal case a defendant is not required to take the v~itness 

s t a n d .  Our law provides -that he has the right, a Conetitutio~lal 
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ri?ht, to remain silent if lm chooscs to do SO. iloir, if t i 1 c . 5 ~  

defandants should exercise their rinlrt to r e r a i n  silcnt in f - '  

trial of this case and to rely on the vleakness of t h e  ~taY-~'? 

case , voulci you holcl t ha t  fact ar ja inst  t'le': i': t ! l r? - :  S '-11r' t 

the witness atanc? 

.i"\B. v.:AT::I!:S: 710 I l - ~ ~ u l d  not. 

i.1R. FCI'tGUSOil: YOU would still be able to j u d y  i ' 1  

state's case ancl make up your r~ind as to whether or not tila-, 
tr 

had proven guilt beyond a reasonable doubt, is that correct? 

ZIRS. WATKIPIS : Yes. 

1 3 .  F~?.~uso:!: If after hearin? the evidence 3 :- '. - '  :; 

caser :ITS. Yatkins, y9u felt in your own mind, say, t h z t  i -1- 

defendants - any of-@& or all of then - were probably r j u i l t y  

or might have been guilty of sonethinq hut ycu had a rea . : ;Fl  -')I" 

doubt in your mind about their guilt, you veren't natisEis2. 

beyond a reasonable doubt that they were guilty, would you '7e 

able to find them not guilty because of that doubt in your rind? 

MRS. YIATKINS. No. Repeat that again? 

MR. FERGUSON: :la' am? Do you understand ny quei ti-91-17 

f lRS.  VATI<INS : Repeat the question. 

MR. FCRGUSOIJ: Ih asking you if you felt they were 

proeably guilty or if something was shov~r~hich nade you feel 

they might have done something, that they might have violated 

the law, but you were not convinced beyond a reasonable doubt 

that they did in fact violate the law - in otler words, YOU had 
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a reasonable  doubt i n  your nincl a f t e r  hear ing  t h e  s t a t e ' s  cazc: 

o r  a f t e r  hear ing  a l l  of the evidence - would you he able t o  

g i v e  t o  t h e  defendants  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h a t  doubt and f i n d  t l i z : ~  

not  g u i l t y  as  long as you have a 6oubt i n  your minl? 

?.lRS. :?ATKIMS: Yes. 

MR. FERGUSON : Wa ' am? 

MRS. WATXINS: Yes. 

MR. FERGUSON: You d i d n ' t  unders tand my q u e s t i o n  

be fo re ,  t hen ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

MRS. tlATKIESS : Yes . 
!4R. FE3GUSOR: Now, : I r s .  VJatkins, i f  YOU v e r e  s e l t ed  

as a j u r o r  i n  t h i s  case  and a f t e r  hea r ing  t h e  evidence you r-lt 

l i k e  they  ought t o  be found n o t  g u i l t y ,  would you h e s i t a t e  to 

f i n d  then n o t  g u i l t y  because of v h a t  you f e l t  somebody elsc 

might t h i n k  about  it o r  what people might say t o  you about FL?  

MRS. t1ATKINS: N o .  I would use my own opin ion  about 

it. 

MR. FERGUSON: YOU would use your own opinion? 

MRS. WATKINS: Y e s ,  I would. 

MR. FERGUSON: Is t h e r e  any r eason ,  Wrs. ~ l a t k i n s ,  

t h a t  you know of why you could no t  s i t  as a juror  i n  t h i s  czse 

and be completely  f a i r  and i m p a r t i a l  and open-minded about  i t ?  

MRS. WATKINS: NO, I d o n ' t ,  

. . 
MR. FERGUSON: I l r .  Bryant ,  what kind  of work do you 

. . - .. do,  s i r ?  . . - - - . . -  - - - . -  
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MR. FERGUSOI?: I ' m  s o r r y .  

I4R. BWANT: I operate a service s t a t i o n .  

MR. 

3 4 2  A 
YOU operate a service s t a t i o n ?  

MR. BItYnNT: O p e r a t e  a service s t a t i o n .  

1,. A T :  Y e s .  

FIR. FERGUSON: What k ind  of s t a t i o n  i s  it? 

! 7 11 MR. BRYANT: T e x a c o .  I 
MR. FERGUSON: T e x a c o .  Where i s  it? 

MR. BRYANT: R o c k y  Po in t .  

I i e r e  i n  Burqaw? 

MR. FERGUSON: R o c k y  P o i n t ?  

MR. BRYANT: A b o u t  s i x  miles o u t .  
YOU 

MR. FERGUSON: I ' m  going t o  have t o  ask/ to speak 

j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  sir,  so w e  can a l l  hear you. 

MR. BRYANT: About s i x  m i l e s  from here. 

MR. FERGUSON: Are you married, sir? 

MR. BRYANT: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: D o  you have children? 

MR. BRYANT: Two m a r r i e d .  

MR. FERGUSON: DO you operate your service station 

y o u r s e l f ,  or do you have some h& there? 

(NO ANSVJER 1iEAR.D. ) 

MR. FERGUSON: Y o u  do it yourse l f?  

MR. BRYANT: Y e s .  I 
MR. FERGUSON: D o  you have any res taurant  or s n a c k  bar 

there i n  t h e  service s t a t ion?  
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6 1 t o  P e n d e r  C o u n t y ?  I 
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IIR. BRYAIIT: iJo. 

:iR. FERGUSOPJ: Now, hovr l o n l  have you been a r c s i . : . . r k  

of P e n d e r  C o u n t y ,  F4r. B r y a n t ?  

f lR.  BRYANT: A b o u t  22  years. 

MR. FERGUSO?!: And where d i d  you livo before yo1: ?a: :. 
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9R. BRYA1;IT: B l a d e n .  

HR. FERGUSOII: Bladen C o u n t y ;  you l e f t  B l a d e n  Cnur.ty 

.r 

t o  c o m e  here, i s  t h a t  correct? 

(NO ANSWER IICARD . ) 
:,1R. FERGUSO:.': Have you s p e n t  any t ine i n  the rili tlr:? 

service? 

IIR. BRYATJT: NO. 

MR. FCRGUSO11: H a v e  you ever been a noiuer o E  ar.-; 

l a w  enforcement agency? 

MR. BRYANT: No. 

MR. FERGUSOX: H a s  any m e m b e r  of your f a m i l y  ever Been 

a member of a l a w  enforcement agency of any kind? 

t4R. DRYAJIT: My daddy used t o  be a police%an ii: 

L u m b e r t o n .  

1IR. FERGUSOY: S i r ?  

XR. BRYANT: Ply daddy was a @iceman a w h i l e  i n  

Lumberton. 

MR. FERGUSON: I n  L u m b e r t o n ?  

- - - t4R. BRYANT: That was years ago. 

_ __ . _ _ -_ - 
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IIE. FCI:GUSO1J: A long t i : ~ e  ago? 

33R. C?Y.\;iT: Bat:; i n  t ; - l c !  ' 2 Q ' s .  
i l a G  ; )~ -vn  

Im. FTRGUSOiI: Is he tho only one i n  your far517 -:':"/ 

associated ?lit% law enforccmei~t ai f a r  as you knci;? 

i 5 
1 

6 I 
1 

i 7 

1 I T :  Yes. 

XR. FERGUSON: Now, have you read o r  hearcl a n y t : ~ ~  ,- 

a t  all about these cases? 

8 1IR. BRYANT: Only what I read i n  t h e  newspaper a!.?: 

.e 

9 saw on t h e  t e l e v i s i o n .  

FIR. FCRGUSON: D o  you r e c a l l  what it was you refit2 o r  

11 heard about it? 

:IR. EZYA'LJT: ~ J o .  I t  w a s  iW s?cetches. 

M9. FCRGUSOf?: 1:ave you read  o r  heard anythinq 2 '  !;-at 

14 it r e c m t l y ,  during tile l a s t  t.:~o o r  three nonths? 

?.la. BP\YAPIT: No, I d o n ' t  be l i eve  I have. 

YR. FERGUSON: DO you have any r e l a t i v e s  l i v i n g  i:l 

17 ~ 7 i  lming ton? 

MR. I3XYANT: No. 

143. FCRGUSON: Have you had occasion t o  t a l k  alont 

20 these cases wit11 anyone? 

MR. BRYANT: (NO ANSVXR I-ICARD. ) 

MR. FERGUSON: DO you r e c a l l  hear ing  t h e  names of any 

23 of the defendants  a s soc ia ted  with what you heard o r  read about 

MR. BRYANT: Nothing only I've heard h i s  name beLorc, 

25 ~ h a v i s .  - 

- - - - - . . . - - - . - - - - . - - -  - - - -- . - -  

- . - - -- - _ _ - --- -- 
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Chavis here .  Anybody else? 
t 

MR. BRYANT: N o .  

MR. FERGUSON: Have you forn~ed any opinion i n  your 
.. . 

mind about t h e  g u i l t  o r  innocence of any of t h e s e  persons 

charged here? 

MR. BRYANT : (NO A N S I E R  HEARD. ) 

MR. FERGUSON: Do you t h i n k  you could be f a i r  to 

a f l o f  them? 

MR. BRYANT: U n t i l  they are proven guilty. 

MR. FERGUSON: And i f  they a r e  not  proven g u i l t y ,  

c o u l d p u  render  a v e r d i c t  of not  g u i l t y ?  

MR. BRYANT: Yes. 

MR. FERGUSON: S i r ?  

MR. BRYANT: Y e s .  

MR. FERGUSON: Do you belong t o  any clubs o r  organi-  

za t ions  i n  t h e  community, M r .  Bryant? 

MR. BRYANT: No, sir. Ho, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Have you ever belonged t o  any c l u b s  

o r  o rgan iza t ions  which he ld  as one of its t e n e t s  t h e  supremecy 

of t h e  white  r ace? ,  
9 

MR. BRYANT: NO. 

tlR. PERGUSON: You a r e  t a l k i n g  about  t h e  Reverend 

23 - MR. FERGUSON: Your answer to t h a t  was "no" , was it 

24 not?  . . 
25. MR. BRYANT: Yes.  
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4 eleven people on t r i a l  here  t h i s  week, and you heard me mention 

5 j u s t  a moment ago what they  are charged with? 

6 i4R. BRYANT: Y e s .  

7 MR. FERGUSON: Do you f e e l ,  sir,  t h a t  t h e  mere f a c t  

8 t h a t  e leven people a r e  charged wi th  t h e s e  o f fenses  means they  

9 h ive  done something wrong e l s e w i s e  they  wouldn't  be h e r e  on 

10 t h e s e  charges? 

11 HR. BRYANT: W e l l ,  they must be. They must have. 

12 MR. FERGUSON: You f e e l  l i k e  they  must have done 

13 something elsewiSe they wouldn't have them up he re ,  i s  t h a t  
f" 

14 r i g h t ?  

15 MR. BRYANT: Yes. 

16 MR. FERGUSON: I t a k e  it, then ,  t h a t  you would feel 

. _. 
17 t h a t  they had t o  prove t o  you t h a t  they  d i d n ' t  do anything,  i s  

i 

j 
18 t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

19 MR. BRYANT: Y e s .  
, - 

20 MR. FERGUSON: And un less  they  proved t h a t  t o  you, 
- -- 

21 you would be i n c l i n e d  t o  f i n d  them g u i l t y  of what they are I 

-22 charged wi th ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

- 23 MR. BRYANT: Y e s .  -- - - - - - . . - - --  - - - -  . -. - - . , 

. , 

- - -24 - - MR. FERGUSON: If your Honor p l e a s e ,  w e  w i l l  cha l lenge  

- - - - 2 5  t h e  ju ro r  f o r  TcatlSe-. :- . 

.- . - 
'MRS. -SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
LO~FICIAL.SUPLRIOR COURT RLPORTLR 
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--.-. . _ .  . --*.. .- -*.-L -.,, .--,*,-, -, - s a u u a r  . C . F W m w m .  

MR. FERGUSOB: I f  YOU w i l l ,  t r y  t o  speak up s o  t h a t  

we can a l l  hear  you; she has t o  t ake  down everyth ing  t h a t  i s  

s a i d ,  t h e  c o u r t  r e p o r t e r  does.  Now, i-lr. Bryant,  t h e r e  are 



MR. FERGUSON: M r .  Tew? 

MR. TEW: Yes, sir. 

347 1 

2 

MR. 

TEIE COURT: H e  w i l l  be excused. 

CLERK: S tewar t  Devane (WHITE) . 

FERGUSON : 
. . 

What kind of work do  you do ,  s i r ?  

MR. TEW: I ' m  a chemical processor  f o r  Diamond 

7 

8 

rock, a t  Castle Hayne. 

MR. FERGUSON: And hotv long have you been engaged i n  

Shamrock. 

MR. FERGUSON: I ' m  s o r r y ;  t h e r e  w e r e  papers  r a t t l i n g ,  

9 

10 

11 t h a t  employnent, s i r ?  

a n d  I couldn '  t hear you. 

MR. TEW: I ' m  a chemical  processor  f o r  Diamond Sham- 

MR. TEW: Since September, of 1971. 

MR. FERGUSON: September, of '71? - -3 J . -  
? - -. 14R. TEN: Y e s ,  sir. 

. . 

MR. FERGUSON : How long have you been a r e s i d e n t  of 

. .  < 

~ender County? . .  . 

MR. TEW: Eigh t  years. 

MR. FERGUSON : ,And where d i d  you l i v e  p r i o r  t o  t h a t ?  
. . - -3 

MR. TEW: Sampson County. . ." 
.. . \. _ .. 

YR. FERGUSON: Sampson County; i s  t h a t  where you were 

(1  born and r e a r e d ,  i n  Sampson County? 

, . 
MR. TEW : (NO ANSWER IIEARD . ) 
MR. FERGUSON: How old are you, Tew? 
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MR. TEW : Twenty- t h r e e .  

MR. FERGUSOIJ: Have you been i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ?  

3 MR. TEW: No, sir. 

4 MR. FERGUSON: Are you married? 

5 MR. TEW: Two y e a r s  and two days. 

6 MR. FERGUSON: 'fwo y e a r s  and two days? 

7 ;.LR. TEN: Two .yea r s  and two days. 

8 NR. FERGUSON: I see. This  i s  n o t  a g r e a t  p l a c e  t o  

-< 
9 be on an ann ive r sa ry ,  i s  i t ?  

10 IdR. TEW: No. 

11 T?R. FERGUSON: Do you have any ch i ld ren?  

12 1-1R. TEY: I have one on t h e  way, due t he  15 th  of t.iis 

13 month. 

B 
14 MR. FERGUSON: You wouldn ' t  be t o o  happy i f  t h i s  t r i a l  

15 were going on on t h e  15th and you were a menber of t h e  j u r y ,  

16 cqould you? 

MR. TE147: Not very .  17 

(. 
18 i4R. FERGUSOX: I b e l i e v e  t h r  defendants  w i l l  excnse 

19 you, Mr. Tew. 

- 20 CLERK: Linda I<. Paluk Uttke.  (XHITE) . - 

. - 
- 21 MR.- FERGUSOM: &. Bland, what k ind  of work do you 

- .  - - +- ' D  .a - . . - - -. - - .  
--22 do,  sir? 

- - - -  - - -23 
* 

- -MRi - BLAND: '- l'workz f o r  Myers (PHONETIC) C r a f t  , i n  
- - - - - - - - - 

- .  --. - - 24 Burgaw. . . 

- - - 25 - ~R.TPERGUSON: I 'm-s6rry; - ..-. - -  

----- ___ ___ -- 
' bks-: s n v ~ A  ~ . - E D W A R ~ S  
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6 I( and t h a t  k i n d  of t h i n g ?  

345 
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7 I1 I .  B ~ :  yes ,  s i r .  

:4R. DLAFD: Xycrs C r a f t ,  i n  B u r r ~ a w .  

ilE. FLR5VS9 l i :  :?yers C r a f t ,  i n  Eurqau:; vrhat  do you 

do? 

41R. ELAIID: It's nakinq easels, spr ings ,  an11 oil. 

MR. FERGUSON: Easels for p a i n t i n g ,  doing art vor;: 

12 1) Pender County? 

8 

9 

( 10 

11 

MR. FERGUSON: HOW long have you been w o r k i n g  w i t h  

th&n, Mr .  B l a n d ?  

MR. BLAND: Fox about t e n  years.  

iiR. FERGUSON: HOW lone have you been a r e s i d e n t  r r  

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 < 
18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 . 

MR. BLAND: Fifty-one.  

;(a. FERGUSON: A r e  you say ing  since ' 51  or 51 :re&'-: : 

s i n c e  19511 

1-IR. BLAND: Y e s ,  sir. I'm not  t h a t  old. 

MR. FERGUSOM: A r e  you m a r r i e d ,  sir? 
f*  

MR. i3LAND: Y e s ,  sir. 
i 

- .  
. I  

blR. FERGUSON: Do you have children? 

14R. BLAND : Two; a boy and a g i r l .  

MR. FERGUSON: Y o u  dcm't m i n d  my asking th& ages of 

your c h i l d r e n ,  do you? 
" 

MR. BLAND: 110, sir;----  - - 

IR. FERGUSON: W h a t  ages are they? 

I4K. BI;AlID: - The lboy -is eight, and t h e  g i r l  i s  t h r e e .  
. - 

-- - ._ _. _.- __ - - - - - -- - - - - - - - 

I 
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t4R. FCRGUSOtT: FIhere did you live before coming to 

Pender in ' 51, Ilr. Bland? 

MR. BLAND: Baltimore, Maryland. 

MR. FERCUSOM: Have you spent any time in the n i l i t a r>  

service? 

MR. BLAND: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON:.  I believe you indicated you had heard 

or read something about the case, didn't you? 

# 

la. BLAND: Just on T.V. 

MR. FERGUSON: Just on T.V.; do you remember about 

:?hen that was? 

MR. BLAND: NO, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Were the names of any of the defendants 

associated with what you heard or read? 

MR. BLAND: NO, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Is there anything that you heard or 

read which might influence you against the defendants in the 

trial of this case? 

MR. BLAND: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: You have an open mind about it right 

now? 

MR. DLAND: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Have you discussed the cases with 
, . 

anyone? 

MR. BLAND: No,-sir. 
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