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MR. FERGUSON: And where is that company located? 301

1
2 MR. MOORE: Castle Hayne, North Carolina.
3 MR. FEBGUSON: How long have you worked in that capacity
4 MR.FMOORE: The 9th of August, of '71.
5 MR. FERGUSON: Does your wifé Qork outside of the
6 || home?
’ 1 MR. MOORE: No, sir.
; 8 MR. FERGUSON: How old is your child, Mr. Moore?
? 9 ’ MR. MOORE: He's three years old.
% 10 MR. FERGUSON: He is a little boy?
11 MR. MOORE: Yes, sir.
ﬁ 12 4MR. FERGUSON: What clubs or organizations, if any,
% 13 |l do you belong tc in the community, sir?
i 14 MR. MOORE:' The church.
i 15 MR, FERGUSON: Anything else?
16 MR. MOORE: That's all.
17 MR. FERGUSON: Do you hold any office in the church?
18 'MR. MOORE: Yes, sir.
19 MR. FERGUSON: What office is that?
20 MR. MOORE: 1I'm on the Board of Deacons. I'm the
él Treasurer.- 1'm on the Finance Committee. I'm Assistant Direc-
22 tor of the Sunday School; and I teach a class of young people
23 in Training School. |
| 24 MR. FERGUSON: All right. Now, what church is that?
| 25 MR. MOORE: Rocky foint Baptist Churcﬁ, in Rocky Pointl.
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MR. FERGUSON: Row, have you heard or read anything

at all about these cases?

MR. MOORE: No, sir, I haven't.

MR. FERGUSON: Do you subscribe to a newspabe

your home?

MR. MOORE: I subscribe to two papers.
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10

11

12

MR. FERGUbON:  wWhat papers are those?

MR._MOORE: I receive the Morning Star,
the Pender Chronicle.

MR. FERGUSON: The Pender Chronicleé

MR. MOORL: Yes, sir.

or Sun, and

MR. FERGUSON: How often is that paper published?
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MR. MOORE: Once a week.

#“R. FERGUSON: And you just get the Morning Star on

sunday, is that correct?

MR. MOORE: Yes, sir.

MR. FERGUSON: You don't recall ever having read any-

thing at all about it in the newspaper or that papef?

MR. MOORE: No, sir. I read the paper very little.

I don't read the paper very often.

MR. FERGUSON: I see. Have you seen any accounts or

anythiﬁg about it on the newspaper (s1c) - I'm sorry — On 1T.V.?
MR. MOORE: 1I've heard very little on T.V. The onlyes

1

thing I recollect having anything at all to do with the case on

r.V. was the night Mr. Chavis was-arrested. -
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1 MR. FERGUSOHN: You saw that on T.V.?
2 MR. MOORE: I didn't see it. The T.V. was on. I
3 || just heard mention of it.
. 4 MR. FERGUSON: Now, did you‘forﬁ an opinion that
% 5 {| night as to the guilt or innocence?
6 MR. MOORE: WNo, sir, I didn't.

é 7 MR, rb“GUSOV.' pid you have occasion to discuss the
It 8 || matter with anyone?
g _,
i 9 MR. MOORE: No, sir. I haven't discussed it, but
é 10 || I've heard it discussed. |
; 11 MR. FERGUSON:' vou've heard it discussed. Have you
2 12 heard opinions expressed about it?
i 13 MR.'MOORE: I've heard people mention it.
! 14 HMR. FERGUSON: Hgve any of thosz opinions causel ou
4 15 to form any opinion or impression about.it?

16 MR. MOORE: No, sir, I'-haven't. I don't form ny

17 || opinion on the opinion of oﬁhers;.

18 MR. FERGUSON: Y;ﬁ forﬁ‘yourhopinions on the basis
{ 19 of the facts laid befofe yéﬁ:.... :

20 MR. MOORE: Yes, sir.

21 MR. FERGUSON: . ....and what you know yourself?

22 MR. MOORE: That's right‘.

23 1IR. FERGUSON: Have you Or any member of your immediate

24 family ever been a member of any law enforcement agency?
4 25 _MR. MOORE: I havehan uncle who is a License Exanincx
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1 || for the stae of North Carolina.
c‘» 2 4R. TELRGUSON: That's your uncle in Lumbor-
% 3 || ton; is that thg one you are talking about?
; 4 (iR, MOORE: VYes, sir.
' 5 uMw, FERGUSON: Nothing othe;:' than that?
1 6 1'17R. {IOORE: No, sir.
% 7 AR; FERGUSON:. Do you feel more sympathetic towarus
i 8 || the state's case than éou db that of the defendants' at this
9 || point?
( 10 MR. MOORE: No, sir, I do not.
: 11 4R. FCRGUSON: If during the trial of this case nolice
i 12 || officers or members of a jaw enforcement agency are called to
i 13 || testify on behalf of the state, will you tend to belicve what
: f? 14 || a police officer says more readily than you would what soreone
15 || else said simply because a police officer said it?
16 MR. MOORE: 1o, sir, I would not.
(. 17 | MR. FERGUSON: You could listen to what a bgiice
18 officer ﬁad to say and weigh that alorj with all theféﬁher
i 19 || evidence in the case? -
20 MR. MOORE: A police officer is an individuél just
J 91 || 1ike anyone else.
>22 MR. FERGUSON: I'm sorry?
l 23 MR. MOORE: A police officer is an individual just
| 24 || 1ike anyone else.
! 25 MR. FERGUSON: All right, sir. And subject to all
{
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1 || the human fallicies and weaknesses and strengths and what-have- | 305

(: 2 |l you that everybody else is?
3 MR. MOORE: That's.right. Yes, sir.
4 MR.‘FEhGUSON: If the defendants themselves should
5 || decide to testify in this case, would'YOh tend to dishelieve
6 || what they had to say simply because they are the ones charge:d?
7 MR. MOORE: No, sir.
8 MR. FERGUSON: If one or some of them who testified
9 || had a prior criminal record, that is, they had been convictea
10 || of some other offense havihg nothing to do with these charges

( 11 || here, would you hold that against them in deciding their guilt
12 || or innocense on these charges?

A 13 MR, MOORE: No, sir.

e o
14 MR. FERGUSON: All right, sir. ©Now, ilr. Moore, have
15 you ever belonged to any orgarization which held as one of its
16 tenets the supremecy of the white race or the black race?
17 MR, JOOHE; No, sir,

<1 18 MR. FERGUSON: Do you, yourself, have any prejudices

19 against black people?
20 MR. MOORE: No, sir, I don't.
21 MR. FERGUSON: Are you able to fully accept black
22 persons as equals of white persons?
23 MR. MOORE: I do accept them as equal people.
24 m

MR. FERGUSON: You have ne objections to white childre)

and black children attending school together, siting side-by-side
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1 l[1istening in the class rooms?

2 MR. MOORE: No, sir,

3 MR. FERGUSON:’ You have no objection to social rela-

4 || tionships between members of opposite races?

5 MR. MOORE: That is up to tﬁ; ihdividual themselves

6 ||I feel.
! 7 MR. FERGUSON: . All right, sir. Do you have any per-
i‘ 8 || sonal objection to it?
% 9 ’ MR. MOORE: For someone else 1 do not.
i 10 MR. FERGUSON: What about for yourself? What about
: 11 || for yourself?
é 12 MR. MOORE: You will have to clarify that.
i 13 MR, FERGUSON: Sir?
% 14 MR. MOORE: What do you mean by that?
: ;15 MR. FERGUSON: Insofar as associating with black

. ;16 persons in your everyday affairs?
?A 17 _ MR. MOORE: Well, I do that.
BT : MR. FERGUSON: You do that?
19 MR. MOORE: Yes, sir.
3» 20 MR. FERGUSON: Have you ever had black persons visit
i i2l Qithvyou in your home?
22 MR. MOORE: Right this momenﬁ i can't think of any

i 23 time that I -- Not right at the present I can't think of any.
J 24 I have, when I was growing up, had colored people in my house,
j 25 || but I wasn't head of the house at the time.

i

MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER
WHITEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 28472

i L PR R s I A Ak o




1 MR. FERGUSON: And have you visited in the homes of 30%
2 black persons yourself?

3 MR. MOORE: I have been in houses of colored peonle.

4 MR. FERGUSON: Do black persons work at the company

5 || where you work at at Castle Hayne?

6 MR. MOORE: Yes, sir.

7 MR, FERGUSON: —The ten defendants whom we represent |
8 || are members of the First Copgregational Church of the BlacXk

9 Mé;siah, in Wilmington, North Carolina. Have you ever heard of
10 that church?

11 MR. MOORE: Not as such, the way you == I haven't

12 || heard that church named like that before.

13 MR. FERGUSON: Have you heard the names of any of

14 || the defendants being associated with any church in Wilmington?

15 MR. MOORE: No, sir.

16 MR. FERGUSéN: All right, sir. Does the concept of

17 a black Messiah bother you? |

18 MR. MOORE; No, sir.

19 1R, FERGUSQN; Dglyou pbelieve that persons who fecl

20 that they are being discriminated against because of their race
21 || have a right to proﬁest théﬁ r§;ial discrimination and injusticef
22 MR, HMOORE: As‘long as they are within the limits of

23 || the law.

24 MR. FERGUSON: And if any of these defendants have

95 || been involved in activities'érotesting racial discrimination and
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racial injustice, would you hold that fact alone against thein?
. MOORL: WO, sir.
MR. FERGUSON: Suppose the defendants didn't testify
in this trial; would you hold that against them?
MR. MOORE: No, sir, I wouldn't.

MR. FERGUSON: If one of them testified and the ot ¢ rs

307

6

7 ldidn't, would you héld that against the ones Wao didn't? L
| 8 MR. MOORE: No, sir.
| g v//MR. FERGUSON: HMr. Moore, if after hearing all of tue
f 10 || evidence in this case you felt like some of the defendants or
i 11 llone of them or all of then night be guilty of any one of tnese
i 12 |l of fenses which they are charged, or all of them, or that thev

13 || were probébly guilty, that they had an opportunity tc commit
% 14 || whatever crimes the state says they committed, obut you haa in
J 15 || your mind a lingering doubt about it, a reasonable doubt whother
‘é 16 || they actually committed the offenses.charged,.wquld you be able
é' 17 || to acquit them in that instance?
] 18 MR. MOORE: I would have to be provéﬂ‘to beyond the
; 19 || shadow of a doubt pefore making a decision of being guilty.
1 20 MR. FERGUSON: All right. So, I understana, then, as
"é 21 long as you had any doubt in your mind, any reasonable doubt in
': 22 || your mind, you would give the defendants the béneﬁit of that

23 || doubt and find them not guilty, is that correct?

24 MR. MOORE: Yes, I woul.

25 V/iun. FERGUSON: bo you feel, Mr. Moore, that these
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defendants wouldn't be here on trial if they hadn't done some-

30¢

1

2 thing wrong?

3 MR. MOORE: I don't feel that way. I feel they are

4 || innocent untii proven guilty by the s;ate.

5 MR. FERGUSON: You are able-right now to presume tiaat
6 || each and every one of these persons on trial here are innocent
71 of all these chazqes4right4now24444444444444444444444;444444447
8 MR. MOORE: Yes, gir.

9 y MR. FERGUSON: And nothing that has taken place in

10 the court room since Monday since you have been here causes you
11 || to Feel any differently about that?

12 MR. MOORE: No, sir.

13 MR. FERGUSON: Have you ever been in the armed forces?
14 MR. MOORE: I was in the Air Force for four years.

15 MR. FERGUSON: You volunteered?

16 MR, &QORE; Yes, sir.

17 MR, FERGUSON: And what was the highest rank you

18 achieved while you were in the service?

19 MR. MOORE: E-4.

20 MR. FERGUSON: Were you ever in the military police
2} while theré? _ o ) ) - o

22 MR, MOORE: No, sir. - s ee e

23 MR. FERGUSON: All right, sir.. Now, you know of no
24 reason,then, right_ﬁcw.géthgr.wgéch you wis; to egpress or not
25 to express why_yog_ghoqld-no£ sit as a jqrogzqu be -completely

RO, - -
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fair and impartial in the trial of this case?

MR. !MOORE:

Not that I know of.

MR. FERGUSOMN: Mrs. Alford?

MRS

. ALFORD:

MR, FERGUSON:

you work outside of the home

MRS. ALFORD: .No, sir.

Yes, sir.

Could you tell me again whether or not

30¢

MR. FERGUSON:
MRS. ALFORD:
MR. FERGUSON:
MRS. ALFORD:

MR, FERGUSON:

You have children?

I have four.

Do you mind if I.ask you their ages?
No, sir; 14, 12, 9, and 6.

How long have you been a resident of

"

~~

15
16~ .

17

19

20

T 99

21

Pender County?
MRS. ALFORD:
just for a moment. Do you have
City of Wilmington?
| V MR. MOORE: .I have an
cousin.
MR. FERGUSON: Do you
MR. MOORE: No, sir.

MR. FERGUSON:

MR. MOORE: No, sir.

Wilmington, NMrs. Alford?

All my life.

, me; let me go back to Mr. .loore

any relatives who live in the
aunt; and her son, a first

visit with them regularlY?

Do they visit with you?

MR. FERGUSON: Do you have any relatives living in
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% 1 MRS. ALFORD: Yes, sir.

i 2 MR. FERGUSON: Ma'am?

3 3 MRS. ALFORD: Yes, sir.

% 4 MR. FERGUSON: Do you visi;_with thenr often?
5 #fRS. ALFORD: Yes, sir. My brother.

! 6 MR. FERGUSON: Your brother; and what is vour brotaer'|s
7 néme?

? 8 MRS. ALFORD: Wilbur Carter.

P
9 MR. FERGUSON: Ma'am?
10 | MRS. ALFORD: Wilbur Carter.
11 :{R. FERGUSON: What section of the city does he live
12 || in, Mrs. Alfora?
13 MRS. ALFORD: He lives in Kings Grant.
14 AR, FERGUSOW: Xings?
15 MRS. ALFORD: Kings Grant, on lower Tennyson Jvanue.
16 MR, f‘ERGUSON :  Ma'an?
17 , MRS. ALFORD: Lower Tennyson Avenue.
18 MR: FERGQSON: pid you have occasion to visit with
19 him in February, of 19712
20 #RS. ALFORD: 1o, sir. I was working at that tinwe.
21 MR. FERGUSONW: You were working at that time?
22 MRS. ALFORD: Seven days a week.
23 MR. FERGUSON: pid you ever have occasion to discuss
24 || these chargés ;ith your brother? R
_ 25 -= =7""" uRs. ALFORD: No, sir.
MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS
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1 MR. FERGUSOM: Did you ever have occasion to discuss 31:
; “ 9 || with him the events occurring in "lilmington in the early part
; 3 || of February, 19712
? 4 MRS. ALFORD: The only thing he ever said ras thnl
>§ 5 || he was scared to lecave tae house and he wouldn't leave becauso
i 6 |l ne was scared he would get hurt, so he just stayed home.
% 7 MR. FERGUSON:. All right. Now, did you ever hear oOr
1 ;
i 8 || read anything at all about any of the defendants?
;. 9 ) MRS. ALFORD: Nothing but Mr. Chavig, and I saw him
s ( 10 ||on television.
; ii MR. FERGUSON: You saw Mr. Chavis on T.V.?
12 MRS. ALFORD: He was on the television during the
, 13 || news.
| I
' 14 MR. FERGUSOH: Do you recall about when that was?
i 15 MRS. ALFORD: No, sir, I don't.
16 MR. FERGUSON: Without telling me what it was, do you
( 17 |irecall what hg was doing oh T.V.? - ey
1 ’18 MRS. ALFORD: I believe he wéé making a speech. I
] 19 [lwon't be positive, but I just remember seeing him. I believe it
| 20 llwas on the eleven o'clock news.
21 Mﬁ. FERGUSON: Did you ever t&ik génény;né about it?
22 MRS. ALFORD: No, sir. =
23 MR. FERGUSON: Did anybody ever talk to you about it?
24 MRS. ALFORD: No, sir.
] 25 MR. FERGUSON: Were you ever in the presence of anybody
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who was talking about it?
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(
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1
é (’ 2 MRS. ALFORD: Well; I've heard it discussed, but, I
é 3 || mean, I haven't-discuséed it with anybody.
3 4 MR. FERGUSON: You haven't @iscussed it yourself.
% 5 || Now, is there anything that you have heard in any of these
1 6 || discussions paused you to form any opinion or impression con-
7 cefning the guilt 6r innocence of any of these defendants?
8 MRS. ALFORD: No,_sir. I haven't heard anything
] S agout the boys.
4 ( 10 MR. FERGUSON: You think you can give Mr. Chavis a
11 fair trial? |
1 12 MRS. ALFORD: Yes, sir.
i 13 MR. FERGUSON: You think you could give Mr. EppPS here
1 \ 14 a fair trial - on the end over here?
1 15 MRS. ALFORD: I would have to hear what he had to
16 say first.
j (; 17 MR. FERGUSON: Suppose he didn't have anything to
i 18 say; do you think you could still give him a fair trial?
u 19 MRS. ALFORD: Probably. I feel like if he was 1inno-
i 20 cent he would want to express his opinion.
l 21 MR. FERGUSON: And if he didn't express his opinion,
: 22 you would think he was guilty?
23 MRS. ALFORD: Well, it-might maké me.think so if he
‘ 24 didn't want to say what he hadn't done. I would want to.
l 25 ~ MR. FERGUSON: Ali right. Now, you know that our
1




Conétitution provides that a man doesn't have to take the stand?

313

1
2 MRS. ALFORD: I know that.
3 MR. FERGUSON: You understand that?
4 #MRS. ALFORD: I know that.
5 HR. FERGUSON: But if any oﬁe of these defendants
6 ||gidn't take the stand, you would wonder?
7 MRS. ALFORD:V.It would put a doubt in my mind.
8 MR. FERGUSOH: It would put a doubt in your mind?
9 ’ MRS. ALFORD: That's right.
( 10 MR. FERGUSON: And that would influénce your vercict?
11 MRS. ALFORD: .That's right.
12 MR. FERGUSON: If your Honor please, we submit tae
| 13 || juror for cause.
14 THE COURT: All right. *{a'am, you may be excuscd.
15 CLERK: Elber Larkins (WHITL) .
16 MR. FERGUSON: Iir. James?
! ¢ 17 MR. JAMES: Yes, sir.
18 MR. FERGUSON: Are you relaced to the other Mr. Janes
19 || who was on the jury eaflier?
?0 MR. JAMES: Yes, sir.
21 MR. FERGUSON: What relationship are you?
. 22 MR. JAMES: Third cousins, Ithink. His father and
4
. 23 || my father are first cousins.
i 24 MR. FERGUSON: First cousins; and if I recall cor-
A 25 || rectly, you said you are a plumber's helper over at Camp Lejeund?
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MR. JANLDS: Yes, sir.

314

1
i 2 MR. FERGUSON: low long have you been a resident of
3 3 || Pender County?
i 4 MR. JAIES: All my life except for two yecars I was 1n
5 || service.
6 MR. FERGUSON: What branch of the service werc yocux in?
T MR; JAMES: The Army.
1 8 MR. FERGUSON; Di@ you ever do any active combat?
li o || MR. JAMES: No, sir.
; 10 MR. FERGUSON: Do you right now havé an open mind
« 11 about this case?
3 12 MR. JAMES: Yes, sir.
i 13 MR. FERGUSON: Do you feel that each one of these
{ 14 || persons on trial here is entitled to a fair trial?
E
] 15 MR, JAMES: I do.
' that
16 MR._FERGUSON: Do you think/you as a juror could give
a 17 || them tﬁat fair trial?
¥ 18 MR.iJAMES: Yes, sir.
19 MR. FERGUSON§ All right. ©Now, Mr. James, based on
20 || what you said, I take it you do not presently have any opinion
21 about Fﬂe guiit 6r innocence of these defendants based on any=~
22 || thing you ha?e heard or read?
23 MR. JAMES: No, I do not.
24 MR. FERGUSON: Have you -- Strike that= When you
25 were in ﬁhe service, were yoﬁ a ﬁember of the military police?
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MR. JAMES: No. I was = about three weeks before I
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1
<: 2 |lgot out, I was a U.P, a gate guard
3 MR. FERGUSON: A gate guard?
4 MR. JAMOS: For about three weeks.
5 MR. FERGUSON: Have you ever been a police officer or
; 6 {|anything like that?
| .
; 7 | MR. JAMES: No, sir.
i _
; 8 ) MR. FERGUSON: Would you hold it against any of these
% 9 llgefendants if any one of them didn't testify?
3 ( 10 MR. JAMES: No, sir.
: 11 MR. FERGUSON: You would still be able to look at tne
% 12 |l state's caseAand see whether or not the state had proven its
3 ( 13 || case beyond a reasonable doubt?
g 14 MR. JAMES: Yes, sir.
15 MR. FERGUSON: And if some of them testified and
16 || others didn't, you wouldn't hold that against those who didn't,
i ( 1T is that correct? _
18 MR. JAMEs} No, sir.
1 19 MR. FERGUSON: Do you feel that the fact, the mere
20 fact, that all eleven of these persons who have been charaed
21 here means that all eleven of theﬁ m;stAhavé done something
22 || wrong together?
23 MR. JAMES: No, sir.
24 MR. FERGUSON: You believe they are all innocent right
25 || now?

4
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1 MR. JAMES: That's right. 31¢

t

<: 2 yn. FERGUSON: Would you hold the fact that they may
i 3 || pe members of the First Congregational Church of the Black

4 || Messiah against them?

5 MR. JAMES: No, sir.

6 MR, FERGUSON: If they have been involved at various

7 tiﬁes in a racial érotest movement7—weuld—y9ugholdgtng24§9é12§2;_4gi
8 tgem?

S MR. JAMES: No, sir.

10 MR. FERGUSON: Do you believe that when persons fecel

11 || that they have been discriminated against or treated unjustly

15 || because of their race that they have a right to protest that

13 unjustness, that unfairness?

14 MR. JAMES: If they want to.

15 MR. FERGUSON: And you would not hold it against them
16 || if they did it?

1 | MR. JAMES: No, sir.

18 MR. FERGUSON: Do you feel that under certain circum-

19 stances a person has a right to arm himself for his own protec-

20 tion?

| 21 MR. JAMES: I beg your pardon?
’ 22 MR. FCRGUSON: Do you feel that under certain circum=-

23 || stances a person has a right to arm himself for his own protec-

24 tion?

25 " MR. JAMES: Yes, sir. For his own protection, yes, silr.
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MR. FERGUSON: And the mere fact that a person may »e
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1

2 llarmed would not cause you to convict that person of sone Cri..

3 ||if the evidence didn't show that he committed a crime, woull it?
4 MR. JAMES: Mo, sir.

5 YR. FERGUSON: 1Illow, yvou don't feel that the fact th~f
6 || these persons on trial.here have been escorted in and out of tne
7 Il court room by deputy sheriffs means that they have done anytiiinng
8 |{wrong?

9 ) MR. JAMES: Wo, sir.

10 MR. FERGUSON: Now, Mr. James, if after hearing ail

11 lof the evidence in this case, whatever it may be, if you fclt

12 || 1ike the state had not proven its case beyond a reasonable donbt
13 ||but at the same time you felt that some or one or all of the

14 || defendants might probably be guilty but you were not convincos
15 || in your mind beyond a reasonable doubt that they were, woull

16 || you be able to find them not guilty under those circumstances?
17 MR. JAMES: Yes, sir.

18 MR. FERGUSOM: In other words, as long as you have a
19 || reasonable doubt in your mind, you would have no hesitation tc
20 || £ind them not gquilty, is that correct?

21 MR, JAMES: That's correct.

22 1MR. FECRGUSON: Do you know of any reason why you

23 || could not sit as a juror and be completely fair and impartial

24 || in the trial of this case?

25 . - -

MR. JAMES: No, sir. D R
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MR. FERGUSON: If the state failed to prove the guilt

1

i 2 of these defendants - talking about all of them now - and 7o

% 3 || felt that a verdict of not gquilty was justified in these SAmos,

j 4 || do you feel that wvou would he able to face your fricnds an:

! 5 || neighbors the next day naving participated in this trial an’

! 6 || found them not gquilty?

i 7 R, JAMES: Yes, sir.

i 8 i MR. FERGUSON: Do you feel you would be able to male
9 || up your own mind about the evidence in this case?
10 MR. JAMES: Yes, sir.
11 4Rr. FLERGUSON: All rigat, sir. 1rs. Takins, oo Son'!
12 || know any of the persons seated at this table?

? 13 MRS. EAKINS: Mo, sir.

i

! 14 MR. FERGUSON: You don't know any of the witnezsos'
15 names that have been called out in the court room?

_ 16 - MRS. EAKINS: WNo, sir.

17 . MR. FERGUSON: I believe you told us you saw a sketch
18 or something on T.V. concerning the incidents out of which
19 these cases arose; is that correct?
20 MRS. EAKINS: Yes. I seen a little sketch of it on
21 the television, because I don't take the Wilmingﬁoﬁ paper; and
2 ) I just seen a little sketch of it, because a lot of times I
23 || don't have time to look at television.
24 MR. FERGUSON: Yes ma'am. Were any of the names of
25 || any of these défendants ﬁentioned in that sketch, if you can
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1 || recall?

2 [RS. DAKINS: Reverend Chavis.

3 MR. FERGUSON: PReverend Chavis is the only one?

4 1MRS. EAKINS: That's right.

5 MR, FERGUSON: Did you see something about it on w.V.

6 || more than once or just one time that you can recall?

7 MRS. EAKimbz Well, I seen him on there several times.|

8 || It seems like making a speech or something; you know, I didn't

P

9 |l see thelbeginning of it, and I reckon I didn't see the end. It
10 || seems that he was making a speech or something.

11 MR. FERGUSON: All right. Nothing you saw caused vou
12 || to feel that he had committed any crime, did it?
.13 MRS. EAKINS: No.

14 MR. FERGUSON: You feel, Mrs. rakins, that you cnuld
15 || be fair to each one of thése persons on trial, all eleven per-
16 || sons? _ .

17 MRS. EAKINS: I do.

e i .

18 /r-iR. FERGUSON: ' Now, you don't feel that any of them
19 have done anything wrong just because they have been charged

20 || with these offenses and brought here to court, do you?

21 MRS. EAKINS: No, I Aéﬁ'ﬁ;

22 MR. FERGUSON: You unéerstand that many times innocent
23- éeoble are.charged with crimes, you understand that?

24 MRS, EAKINS: I do.

25 MR. éERGUSON: "'And if the State of North Carolina,
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through the solicitor, did not prove to you that these persons

were guilty beyond a reasonable doubt, would you be able tc

find them not guilty if the state didn't prove to you that they

were guilty?
MRS. EAKINS: Repeat that again?

MR. FERGUSON: I'm sorry. T don't mean to confuse

©0

10

11

12

you by the questions. 1 realize it gets i confusing

sometimes though. Just let me explain: This is a criminal

Ed

trial, you understand that?

MR. FERGUSOM: And in a criminal trial the statc -

when I say the state, I'm talking about the solicitor's sice

32(

wmr

13

14

15

16

23

24

25

of the table.....

MRS. EAKINS: I understand.

MR. FERGUSON: .....they have to prove the case
against the defendants beyond a reasonable doubt. If they
don't prove their case beyond a reasonable doubt, then the de-

fendant is entitled to a verdict of not guilty, yod understand

MR. FERGUSON: Now, I'm saying - I'm asking you: If

in this case the state did not prove to you beyond a reasonable

doubt that these defendants were guilty of the crimes charged,
would you be able to find them not guilty?

MRS . EAKINS: I would try my best.
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MR. FERGUSON: You think you could make up your own
pind about the evidence in this éase as you listen to it fron
the stand?

MRS. EAKINS: I certainly would.

MR. FERGUSON: You wouldn't be afraid for any reason

to find them not guilty if you felt they were not guilty, wculd

32:

«©w

10

11

12

you?
MRS. ENAKINS: No, sir.

MR. FERGUSON: Now, you know sometimes, Mrs. Eakins,

circumstances can be such that things might look like a person

MRS. EAKINS: Yes.

"-hm—‘ﬁliJ--nuduﬂnhﬂn-utfmL

13
14
15

16

23
24

25

MR. FERGUSON: But the person nay not be guilty: now,
even if you felt that some of these defendants, oOr all of tmem
as the case may be, could possibly have cormitted a crime It

you were not convinced beyond a reasonable doubt that they did,

> -

would you be able to £ind them not guilty?
MRS. EAKINS: I would try sy best to find them not
guilty.
MR. FERGUSON: In all circumstances, right? LoV,
do you have any close relatives who are law enforcement officers
MRS. EAKINS: No, I do not. |
MR. FERGUSON: Do you have any close friends on the
police forcerr deriff's department or anything of that sort?

MRS. EAKINS: Mo, sir.

WJ
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MR. FERGUSON: 1 believe you told us you are a wido';
you are not working at the present tire, is that correct?

MRS. EAKINS: NO, only at home.

1 - o~y ’)

v, FLCRGUSON: only at home; you keep childrer

MRS. EAKINS: 1 don't have no children. I mean, I

don't keep other people's children. I have 2 farm, but I woni’t

2

37

L]

10

11

12

eep other peop ple's children.

fR. FERGUSON: You have your own farm?

L ol

MRS. EAKINS: That's right.
MR. FERGUSON: You work it by ¥ vourself?
MRS. EAKINS: MNo. 1 have a tenant.

MR. FLRGUSOI: I see. So, Yyou feel, then, Iirs. Takins

13

14

18
19
20
21
22
2

24

you could sit as a juror on this case and be open—minded about
the evidence and reach a just verdict in it, is that corrcct?

MRS. EAKINS: 1 think so.

MR. FERGUSON: Ir. Jones, do you presune right nov
that each of these defendants is innocent of the charges
against him?

MR. JONES: I don't really know. I don't know whether
they are guilty or not guilty.

MR. FERGUSON: all right. Vﬁo you feel, Mr. Jones,
that the fact that these persons have been charged with these

means

of fenses/that they must be guilty of some wrong-doing, the

mere fact that they have been charged?

MR. JONES: I would say yes. Well, there's twoO ways
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1 1 |[{to answer that. I don't feel that they -- If it is the way it
i i 9 |lis and the way it happened, it locks 1ike some of them should

; 3 ||be guilty.

: . c definietely
! 4 MR. FERGUSON: You think som £ them rust/be guilty,

5 |lis that rignt, or otherwise they wouldn't be here?
6 MR. JONES: Yes, sir, it seems like to me.

7 MR. FERGUSON: = And they would have to prove to you

g8 ||that they weren't guilty, is that right?

Y 4

N AT ROty 7> SR

MR. JONES: Yes, sir.

w0

k ( 10 MR. FERGUSON: We wold submit the jiror or cause, if

11 ||your Honor please.

12 THE COURT: Yes. You may be excused.
13 CLERK: Betty Bland (BLACK) .
14 MR. FERGUSON: For the purposes of this trial, tae

15 || defendants will excuse you, Mr. Moore.

16 CLERK: LeRoy Kenpedy (BLACK) .

17 MR. FERGUBON: If your Honor wili indulge ﬁe just a

18 || moment. (CONFERS WITH‘CO—COUNSEL). May I proceed, your Honor™
19 THE COURT: All right.

MR. FERGUSON: For those perséﬁs I have not questioned
21 before,MI'm going tb asﬁvyou some general questions, and then

11 ask you some individual questions. I'm speaking now to

23 Mrs. Watkins, Mr. Bryant, Mr. Tew, Mr. Bland, -; I'm sorry; I

24‘ didn't get the name of the last gentleman who was called.

25 CLERK: LeRoy Kennedy.
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MR. FERGUSON: Mr. Kennedy, lr. Larkins, and Mrs.

Bland. The defendants involved in the trial of this case arec

the young men seated inside the bar here, the ones seated at

this table and also MRs. Shepard. Do any

r

of you know any of

them?
(NO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.)

MR. FERGUSON: You do not. I an James Ferguson, from

Charlotte, representing the ten young men on trial here. This

324

U+

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

23

- 24

25

polo A L

is Frank Ballance, an attorney in Warrenton; North Carolina
who is also representing those ten defendants. You may have

seen Mr. Harmon, +he gentleman seated immediately behind ilr.

X

Rallance, earlier todav; he is also representing the ten persons
the ten young men on trial here. DO either - any of you know
either myself, Mr. Ballance, or Xr. Harmon?

(NO RESPONSE FROI THE JURY.)

MR, FERGUSON: Mrs. Shepard is represented by ir.
Mathais Hunoval, the gentleman seated here, of wllmlngton,
North Carolina. Do any of you know Iir. Hunoval’m

(NO RO aPONSE FRO!M THDE JORY.)

MR. FERGUSON: The prosecutlon in this case is being
handled by Mr. James T. Stroud, of Wilmington, North Carolina,

who is an Assistant Prosecutor in this District. 'Hr. Stroud

is the young man seated at this end of the table closest to the

A ocamans

jury. Do any of you know Mr. Stroud?

(NO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.)
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Snd Came 4 um

; 1 {in. FLRGUSON: Ilave all of you been present in th=2
‘ 69 2 |l court room since ilonday? |
3 (NO I’IEGZ\TIVE RESPONSE FROXM THE JURY.)
4 Mﬂ; FLRGUSON: You have heard, then, a list of :x -
5 || tial witnesses for the state that was called out. It has '»2n
1 6 |l somz time since you heard that, and maybe we petter just I
i 7 Il through it right quickly. I1f you know any of these pérsona,
1 to me
8 || just indicate it/by raising your hand as I call the name, o0iavy?
9 Dé any of you know Allen Hall?
) ( 10 (110 RESPONSE FRO:M THE JURY.)
11 MR. FERGUSON: Jerorme liitchell?
12 (NO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.)
j i3 MR. FERGUSONW: Mike Poulas, who owns Mike's Groccry,
14 |l in Wilmington?
15 (MO RESPONSE FROM THE JORY.)
} 16 MR. FERGUSON: Father Jones, of Wilmington?
C- : 17 (NO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.)
_18 MR. FERGUSON: Assistant Chief Glisson, of the Wilmi:gt
1 19 || ton Fire Department; do any of you know him?
] 20 (NO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.)
é; MR. FERGUSON: Patrolman Chips and Sgt. Blooman, of
22 || the Wilmington police force?
23 (NO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.)
24 MR. FERGUSON: TonyWilliams, of Wilmington, North
95 || Carolina?
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(170 RESPONSE FROI1 THE JURY.)

R. FERGUSON: lerton WeiRs, of Wilmington, North
Carolina?

(WO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.)

MR. FERGUSON: Sgt. Hobbs, Lt. Lewis, Dekective Freuiny

Detective Ho;lifield, of the 'iilmington Police Department? 77

<

10

11

12

of'you know those éersons?
(NO RESPONSE FROIl THE JURY.)
MR. FERGUSON: Agent Campbell, of the Alcohol, Toiacco
and Firearms Division of the Internal Revenue Service? Any of
| 2

you know those gentlemen (SIC)?

(NO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.)

13
14
15

16

23
24

25

MR. FERGUSON: Mr, Herbert Howell, of Wilmington,
North Carolina? Do any of you know Mr. Howell?

(NO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.)

MR. FERGUSON: You may have heard while sitting in
the court room a list of potential witnesses that the defense
may call in the trial of this- case; and I want to ask you if
you know any of these persons, and if you do, indicate that to
me by raising your hand when I call a name that you know.
Annie McLain, of Wilmington, North Carolina?

(NO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.)

MR. FERGUSON: Roderick Kirby, of Wilmington, North
Carolina?

(NO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.)
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1 MR. FERGUSON: Reverend and lrs. Eugenc Templeton, now 327
r g [lof New Jersey, formerly of Wilmington, North carolina?
3 (NO RESPONSE‘FROM THE JURY.)
; 4 MR. FERGUSON: UMr. flugh Jones, of v7i1mington, Worth
i 5 licarolina?
6 (NO RESPONSE FROXM THE JURY.)
7 Mﬁ- FERGUSON: . Mr. John Green, of Wilmington, Nortn
8 ||carolina? | |
9 ! (NO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.)
( 10 MR. FERGUSON: Mrs. Stephanie G?een; of Wilmington,
11 |IWorth Cérolina?
12 (NO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.)
13 " MR, FERGUSON: Mrs. Minnie Monroe, of WilImingten?
14 (NO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.)
15 M#. FERGUSON: Reverend Leon White, of Raleigh, lNorth
16 | Carolina?
17 -zNO RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.)
.ié 4Mﬁ. FERGUSdN: None of you know any of the namesof
19 the personéyI called i take it, then, is that correct?
20 (NO NEGATIVE RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.)
Aél 'MR. FERGUSON: Those of you who have served on a jury
22 || pefore, would yoﬁ jndicate that to me by raising your hand,
23 || please?
24 (RESPONSES FROM THE JURY.)

MR. FERGUSON: I see three of you have. That's Mr.

Py 1
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Bryant, Mr. Bland, and Mr. Kennedy who have served on the jury?

32

1
( 2 MR. BLAND: I was never in the jury box; they dled
3 || me, but they turned us aloose pebre we got started.
to court
4 MR. FERGUSON: You were called/to serve on the jury,
5 || hut you never served on a case?
6 MR. BLAND: Yes. They had three or four divorce
7 || cases, and tﬁqylet everybody go at about eleven o'clock.
8 MR, FERGUSON: Was that the only time you served?
9 ’ MR. BLAND: Yes, sir.
( 10 MR. FERGUSON: Mr. Bryant, when you.served was that
i 11 in a criminal jury or a.civil jury?
; 12 MR. BRYANT: A bunch of bad checks.
1 13 MR. FERGUSON: A bunch of bad checks: that sounds like
;1 k 14 criminal. An?, Mr. Kennedy, was it criminal or civil when vou
1 15 served?
16 MR. KENNEDY: Criminal.
17 MR. FERGUSON: Let me ask you, Mr. Br?ant and ilr.
18 Kennedy, if there was anything in yous expefience while serving
19 as a juror which causeé you to favor the state in the trial of
20 a case?
21 MR. BRYANT: No. .
22 MR. KENNEDY: No.
23 MR. FERGUSOWupﬁThere was nothing about that experiencs§
i€ e
24 which led you to ;Llae}éIQZa everybody brought 1 into court and
- 4%
25 charged with something is guilty?
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(NO ANSWER HEARD. )

1. FLRGUSON: Have any of those persons who I'n now
talking to now, have you served as a witness for the state in th
trial of a criminal case before?

(NO RESPONSI FROM THF JURY.5

MR. FERGUSON: You have not. How many of you hia.

heard or read something about this case or these cases on trial

329

here before coming to court on Monday?
] (RESPONSES FROM THE JURY.)
MR. (?): I've heard a little news over the television

and the radio, but that's about as far as I've heard.

MR. FERGUSON: All right. Mr. Bryant, I beliwe you

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

indicated that you had heard something. Was it the same thing;

news, radio reports and the newspaper?

MR. BRYANT: Yes, sir.

MR. FERGUSON: And who else heard?

MR. TEW: The newspaper.

MR. FERGUSON: The newspaper; and did you indicate
the newspaper, !r. Bland?

MR., BLAND: Yes, sir.

MR. FERGUSON: And your name is Mrs. Bland?

MRS. BLAND: T.V.

MR. FERGUSON: T.V.; Mr. Larkins, you hadn't heard

or read anything at all about it before coming up here?

‘MR. LARKINS: I heard it discussed down there in
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i 1 |lwilmington. I work down there in Wilmington.
é 2 MR. FERGUSON: You work down there?
: 3 MR. LARKINS: Yes.
i 4 1MR. FCRGUSOW: Now, let me ask just generally if anv
2 5 ||of you right now know of any reason why you couldn't be fair
6 ||and impartial? If any of you have a pre-conceived opinion
i T about the_uase—that—w9uld4haMﬁ4tQ4Q§4§£§§§§4££9§4¥EE£4§EE§422444
] 8 || the evidence in this case?
9 ’ (RESPONSE FRO¥ THE JURY.)
10 MR. LARKINS: Yes.
i 11 MR. FERGUSON: You do, Mr. Larkins?
12 MR. LARKINS: Yes.
i 13 MR. FERGUSON: You don't think vou could hear tne
; 14 || evidence and reach a fair and impartial -- You have your mind
3 .15 alreédy made up?
16 - | (NO ANSWER HEARD.)
17 MR. FERGUSON: Sir?
i 18 bwv,MR.{'L‘ARKINS: No.
l 19 ~ MR. FERGUSON: All right. Let me be sure I understand
1
{ 20 |lyou: You say you do have some feeling about the case now?
21 1»1‘11. :LARKINS: (NO ANSWER HEARD.)
22 MR. FERGUSON: I'm sorry; the court reporter is going
23 || to have to hear you; she has to know what your answer is. Are
24 || you saying that you do have some feeling about the case now
25 || which might influence your verdict in the case should you serve
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as a juror? 33:

1

2 MR. LARKIMNS: Yes.

3 MR. FLCRGUSON: And that's based on what you heard

4 || down in Wilmington you were talking about while working down

5 || there?

6 *{R. LARKINS: Yes.

7 MR. FERGUSON: All right, sir. We submit Yir. Larxins
8 for cause, your Honor.

9 ) THE COURT: All right. You may be excused.

10 CLERX: Margaret Smith (BLACK) .

11 THE COURT: We will be in recess. Let's everybody

12 || take a break.

13 (AFTERNOON BREAK.)

' (THE DEFENDANTS IN CUSTONY TAKE THEIR SEATS IN OPEN COURT.)
14 THE COURT: You may proceed.

15 MR. FERGUSON: Thank you, yeur'Honor. Now, is there
16 anyone else on the jury who knows as of this time that you

17 could not be fair and impartial or who has a preconceived oPinioﬁ ‘
18 about these cases which might affect your verdict?

19 (30 RESPONSE FROM THE JURY.)

20 MR. FERGUSON: All right., Mrs. Smith, I believe you
21 just came up before the break, before we went out. You've

22 heard me introduce myself and Mr. Pallance and Mr. Harmon and
23 the defendants? You've been in court this weeké

24 _ MRS. SMITH: Yes, sir. = ___.

25 - MR, FERGUSON: Do fou_know;either me or Mr. ballance.
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1 || or any of these persons seated at the table here?
c 2 4rS. S.JITii: Mo, sir.
3 iiR. FERGUSON: You don't know lir. Hunoval?
4 p5. SMITH: Wo, sir.
5 4p. FERGUSOII: Do you know ir. Stroud?
. 6 MRS, SIITH: Mo, sir.
% 7 MR, EERGﬁSON:- Have you ever served ona jury hefere?
13 8 . MRS. SHMITII: No, sir.
? 9 MR. FERGUSON: Have you ever appzared as a witness
E ( 10 || for the state in a criminal trial pefore?
11 4ARS. SMITH: Mo, sir.
12 MR. FERGUSON: Nothing you kxnow of, then, at this
% 13 || tine which would prevent you fron being a fair, impartial juror
\ 14 || if you were seated on this case?
1 15 MRS. SMITH: Wo, sir.
i -16 ‘MR. FERGUSON: All right. I'm going to ask fou ne
<: 17 || jurors somne questions at this time, and again I want you to
18 || understand I am not out to embarrass you or anything of that
19 || sort, but we have to do this in order to try to get a fair
20 || trial for everybody jnvolved and that's the reason forvit. ‘ov,
21. || ijs that Miss or Mrs. Watkins? |
22 MRE. WATKINS: Mrs.
3 MR. FERGUSON: Miss?
24 MRS. WATKINS: Mrs.
25 MR. FERGUSON: Are you married?
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1 MRS. WATKINS: I was.
4 2 IR. FERGUSON: You vere?
; 3 MRS. WATKINS: Yes.
E 4 ;. FERGUSOH: You are divorced or separated?
% 5 MRS. WATKINS: Separatec.
i 6 MR. FERGUSON: Separated?
f 7 MRS. WATKINS: Yes.
4 8 . MR. FERGUSON: Do you have children, :irs. Watkins?
i 9 | MRS. WATKINS: Yes.
10 MR. .FERGUSON: How many?
4 11 MRS. WATKINS: Three.
i 12 MR. FERGUSON  May I ask what ages thev are?
; 13 MRS. WATKINS: Nine and six and () .
: 14 MR. FERGUSON: Do you work outside of your hone?
i
j 15 MRS. WATKINS: Yes.
16 MR. FERGUSON: And where are you employed?
j 17 MRS. WATKINS: Southern Cleaning, ip Jacksonville.
; '18 MR. FERGUSON: Southern Cleaning, in.Jacksonville?
i 19 MRS. WATKINS: Yes.
20 MR. FERGUSON: How leng have you been employed with
i 21 | them?
!
g 22 MRS. WATKINS: About seven or eight years.
} 23 MR. FERGUSON: Seven or eight years?
; 24 MRS, WATKINS: Yes.
25 MR. FERGUSON: And what kind ofremployment is that?
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MRS. WATKINS: Presser.
You are a presser. llov lonqg have voOu
been a resident of Pender County?

MRS. WATKINS: Twenty-six years.

MR, FLRGUSON: Is that all of your life?

MRS. WATKINS: Yes.
THE COURT: Speak just a 1ittle louder, please.

Jow

MR. FERGUSOM: . This yound 1ady here who is the court

reporter 1is trying to take down everything that everybody 15

saying, so you will have to speak loud enough so that she can

= 7

understand whatever it is you have to say. Let me ask -- ilell,

jet me just ask all of those persons who are on the jury - I1'll

s Qe

come back to you in a minute, Mrs. Watkins - did all of you hear

13
14
15
16

17

.25

the charges which were read in court here on Monday so that you

know now what the persons are charged with who are on trial

hefe? aAll of you know what they are charged wi
(NO RESPONSE EEARD FROM THE JURY.)

' 4

MR. FERGUSON: I'll tell you briefly because i don't

All eleven of these persons are charged with a conspiracy to

burn a place called Mike's Grocery; and all eleven are charged

A AA s

with a conspiracy to assault emergency personnel at Mike's
Grocery with firearms on February 6th - February 5th and 6th,

1971, in Wilmington. A1l of the defendants except Mrs. Shepard
h

and Mr. Kirby are charged with the actual burning of Mike's

Grocery on the 6th of I'ebruary, 1971. So, we are all straignt

waht to go back and read the whole biil ~ the bills of indictmen
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specific about what you saw at that time?

1 || on that; you understand that? 33

2 (O RESPONSE HEARD FROM TIIE JURY.)

3 MR. FERGUSOﬁ: Mr. Harmon, Mr. Ballance, and myself

4 || are representing ten of the defendants. Mr. Hunoval is reprc-

5 || senting one of the defendants. All right. Now, coming baci

6 || to you, Mrs. Watkins, do you know anything at all about the

7 séeciﬁic charges against the defendants?

8 | MRS. WATKINS: No,

9 MR. FERGUSON: Did you hear or read anything in the

10 || paper about it that you can recall?

11 MRS. VWATKINS: I heard it on the television.

12 Mﬁ. FERGUSON: You heard it on the television?

13 MRS. WATKINS: Yes.

14 MR. FERGUSON: Did you discuss it with anybody?

15 MRS. WATKINS: No.

16 MR. FERGUSON: Did you—read anything about it in the
17 || paper?

18 MRS. WATKINS:; Just on the television.

19 MR. FERGUSON: Do you remember about when it was that

20 || you heard or read something about it on television?

21 MBRS. WATKINS: I£ seems like it was one Sunday eveningl.

22 I came home from church, and it was on television. I don't

23 || remember when it was.

24 MR. FERGUSON: Do you remember anything éefinité or

25 .
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1 MRS. _WATKINS : No, I do not.
% e 2 MR. FCRGUSON: 1Is that the only occasion you remartor
j 3 ||seeing it on the news? 
* 4 MDS. UATKINS: Yes.
; 5 MR. FERGUSON: Were any of ﬁhe nanes of the defendants
i 6 ||mentioned in that newscast to you knowledge?
7 MRS. WATKINS: . Reverend Chavis.
: 8 MR. FERGUSON: Reverend Chavis?
4
f 9 ’ MRS. WATKINS: Yes.
( 10 MR. FERGUSON: Is he the only one wgose name you
: 11 §l recall?
‘ 12 MRS. WATKINS: Yes, that I remembe;.
i3 MR. FERGUSON: Now, was there anything about that
-~
14 || newscast that caused you to develop an opinion about the casa?
i 15 MRS. WATKINS: No.
A_16 MR. FERGUSON: Has anything happened siﬁce then to
<-' i7_ cause you to develop an opinion about the case? |
. 18 MRS. WATKINS: No.
3. 19 MR, FERGUSON; So, right now you are open-minded
é 20 || about it?
} 21 MRS. WATKINS: Yes.
22 MR. FERGUSON: Now, Mrs. Watkins, the state in a
23 || criminal trial is required to prove its case beyond a reasonablg
24 || doubt; you've heard us talk about that this week?
25 MRS. WATKINS: Yes.

+ e p————— e =
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i 1 MR, FERGUSOM: You think you understand what we are 33
é 2 talking about now gencrally when we say that, riont?
3 3 (NO ANSY'TER HITARD.)
; 4 MR, FLRGUSOM: The dcfendant in a criminal casc ig
é 5 not required to prove anythinc. 2 person on trial is net ro-
; 6 quired to prove his ihnocence, you understand that?
;: 1 MRS, WATKINS: Yes.
§ 8 MR. FERGUSON: Now, are you ahle at this time - first
g 9 of all - to presune each of these eleven persons on trial inno-
j 10 cent of the charges against then?
} 11 MRS, WATKINS: Yes.
12 MR, FERGUSO!l: You don't feel like the mere fact they
4 i3 have been charged with these offenses means they cormitted
§
" 14 them, do you?
; 15 MRS, WATKINS: Repeat that again?
i 16 MR. FERGUSON: You don't feel like the mere fact that
; 17 they have been charged with these offenses means that they aid
g 18 something, that they committed them, do you?
19 MRS. WATKINS: No.
20 MR. FERGUSON: Has anyone in your immediate fanily,
é 21 Mrs. Watkins, ever been a law enforcement officer, such as a
% 22 |l policeman, sheriff, or anything of that sort?
: 23 MRS. WATKINS: No.
v 24 MR, FERGUSON: In the trial of a criminal case would
! .
; 25 .

you tend to believe what a police officer said more quickly
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than you would what somebody else said simply because it was an
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1
! ( o || officer saying it?
% 3 MRS. WATKINS: ©No, I would not.
% 4 MR. FERGUSON: You would be able to listen to what
]
% 5 || they said and weigh it along with all the otner evidence in
? 6 (| this case? |
i 7 MRS, WATKINS: —Yes.

8 MR. FERGUSON: Now, Mrs. Watkins, you heard me men-

A ( ; i 10

©w

11

12

jon that there are eleven people on trial, and they are all
charged with conspiracy. Would the mere fact that there is =2
large numbex of people charged doesn't create an impressicn in

your mind that all of them or some of thermn must be guilty, does

.....

N

24

25

it?
MRS. WATKINS: No, it wouldn't.

MR. FERGUSON: Now, each of these persons is entitled

to be judged individually in the trial of these cases. Hould
you be able to 1istento the evidence in this case and make an
‘jndividual judgment as to each one of these defendants, make

up your mind about each one of them in the cases?

MRS. WATKINS: Make up my mind?
' make up your mind
MR. FERGUSON: Yes, ma'am;/about each person charged?

MRS. WATKINS: Yes.
MR. FERGUSON: Mrs. Watkins, the defendants, the ten

Ta

defendants we represent, are members of the

Church of the Black Messiah, in Wilmington, North Carolina. Hav

jrst Congregational

[

ot it
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you heard of that church?

MRS. WATKINS: No, I haven't.

Y FxU AW A L

MR. FERGUSON: ir. Kirby, George Kirby, is an organizef

for the Southern Christian Leader ship Conference. 1Is therc
anvthing about his association with that organization that

would cause you any feelings against him?
No,
. WATKINS: /it would not.

MRS

339

MR. FERGUSOW: And Reverend Chavis is an organizer

K

or field representative for the North Carolina-Virginia Comnissipn

on Racial Justice; that's an organization affiliated with the
United Church of Christ. Would his activities with that orcani-

zation cause you any feelings acainst him?

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

MR. FERGUSON: During the first week in February,
1971, there were various pfotests of a racial nature going on
in the City of Wilmington;isome of the defendants were involved
in that rac1al protest movément. Will you hold that fact
against them in the trlal of this case?

MRS. WATKINS: No, I will not.

MR, FCRGUSON: Do you feel a person is free to fcllow
his ownvmind and consciencé in that matter, is that correct?

ng. YATKINS: Yes.

\vu LE P& AR AR

MR. FERGUSON: Now, Mrs. Watklns, in the trial of a

criminal case a defendant 1s not required to take the witness

stand. Our law'provides'that he has the right, a Constitutional
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rinsht, to roemain silent if he chooses to do so. 1OW, if thesc
defendants should exercise their right to remain silent in th2
trial of this case and to rely on the weaknass of the statn's
s

. . s om
s i€ thov Clan v

case, would you hold that fact against
the witness stand?
“ns. WATKINS: Mo, I would not.

X, FERGUSOI:~You would still be able to judge Lo

«w

FUICORSWRWFRT -

state's case and make up your nind as to whether or not the
£

had proven guilt beyond a reasonable doubt, is that correct?
MRS. WATKINS: Yes.

qr. rrrousoi:  If after hearing the evidence ir noin

case, Hrs. watkins, you felt in your own nind, say, that t:w

PIRURPIOU PR SRR VT S

.

{

SRR~ .
defendants - any of Zjen or all of them - were probably guilty

or mignt have been guilty of something but ycu had a reascnnnle
doubt in your mind about their guilt, you weren't s;tisfie;
beyond a reasonable doubt that they were.gﬁilty, would you
able to find them not guilty because of that doubt in your rind?
MRS. WATKINS. No. Repeat thaﬁ égaiﬁ?i
MR. FERGUSON: Ma'am? Do you understaﬁd ny question?
MRS. WATKINS: Repeat the gquestion. |
MR. FERGUSON: Il asking you if'you,felt they were

something was showwwhich made you feel

probably guilty or i
they might have done something, that they might have violated
the law, but you were not convinced beyond a reasonable doubt

that they did in fact violate the law - in otHer words, you had

bt
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a reasonable doubt in your mind after hearing the state's cace

fter hearing all of the evidence - would you be able to

or a hearing
give to the defendants the benefit of that doubt and find then
not guilty as.lonq as you have a doubt in your mind?

YRS. WATKINS: Yes.

MR. FERGUSON: ia'am?

MRS. WATKINS: Yes.

MR. FERGUSON: You didn't understand my question

pefore, then, is that correct?
MRS. WATKINS: Yes.

MR. FERGUSON: Now, IIrs. Wwatkins, if you vere seated

£ -7

as a juror in this case and after hearing the evidence you "=~

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

iike they ought to be found not guilty, would you hesitate to
find them not guilty because of what you felt somebody elsc
might think about it or what people might say to yol about it?

MRS. WATKINS: No. I would use my own opinion ahout
it.

MR. FERGUSON: You would use your own opinion?

MRS. WATKINS: Yes, I would.

MR. FERGUSON: Is there any reason, Mrs. Watkins,
that you know of why you could not sit as a juror in this case
and be completely fair and impartial and open-minded about it?

MRS. WATKINS: No, I don't. |

MR. FERGUSON: Mr. Bryant, what kind of work do vou

do, sir? o S _
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MR. BRYANT: Operate a service station.
FCRGUSON: I'm sorry.

24 INSS WIS N &

MR. BRYANT: I operate a service station

MR. BRYANUT: Yes.

MR, FERGUSON: What kind of station is it?

BRYANT Texaco.

342

ok Nl M S

et i MG AT

MR. FERGUSON: Texaco. Where is it? Here in Burgaw?

MR. BRYANT: Rocky Point.
MR. FERGUSON: Rocky Point?

MR. BRYANT: About six miles out.

you
MR. FERGUSON: I'm going to have to ask/to speak u»

i. e s bt

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

just a little bit, sir, soc we can all hear you.
MR. BRYANT: About six miles from here.
MR. FERGUSON: Are you married, sir?
MR, BRYANT: Yes, sir.
MR. FERGUSON: Do you have children?

MR. BRYANT: Two married.

MR. FERGUSON: Do you operate your service station

yourself, or do you have some heb there?
(NO ANSWER HEARD.)

MR. FERGUSON: You do it yourself?

there in the service station?

snack bar|.
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1 MR. BRYANT: Uo. 34
( 2 ‘{r. FERGUSON: tow, how long nave you been a resi..rt
4 3 of Pender County, Mr.-Bryant?
| 4 MR. BRYANT: About 22 years. .
i 5 MR. FERGUSOMN: And where did you live before you <ern
1 6 to Pender Cqunty?
7 MR. BRYANT: Bladen:
‘ 8 MR. FERGUSON: Bladen County; you left Blacden County
i S te come here, is that correct?
‘ ( 10 (NO ANSWER IIEARD.)
l 11 MR, FERGUSON: Have you spent any time in the rilitary]
| 12 service?
13 MR. BRYANT: No.
' 14 MR. FERGUSOl: Have you ever been a menmber of an’
i 15 law enforcement agehcy?
16 MR. BRYANT: No.
1 : ) 17 MR. FERGUSON: Has any member of your family ever been
18 a membef of a law enforcement agency of any kind?
‘ 19 MR. DRYANT: My daddy used to be a policeman i
20 || Lumberton.
I 21 MR. FERGUSON: Sir?
\ 22 MR, BRYANT: !My daddy was a pdiceman a while in
l 23 || Lumberton.
‘ 24 MR. FERGUSON: In Lumberton?
1 - 25 - . . . MR. BRYANT: That was years ago.
i



3
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MR, FERGUSOM: A long tine ago?
MR. BRYALT: Back in the '20's.

had »eon
MR. FLRGUSON: Is he the only one in your family =i/

(@]
&1

associated with law enforcement as far as vyou
MR, BRYANT: Yes,
MR. FERGUSON: Now, have you read or heard anvtii:

11 -
atall about these cases?

MR. BRYANT: Onlv what I read in the newspaper arcl

saw on the television.

MR. FERGUSON: Do vou recall what it was you reaw. or

MR. BRYANT: Yo, It was iN sketches.

" 13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

MR. FLRGUSON: IHave you read or heard anvthing abhout
it recently, during the last two or three nonths?

MR. BRYANT: No, I don't believe iAhave.

MR. FERGUSON: Do you have any relatives living in
Wilmington? |

MR, BRYANT: No.

MR. FERGUSON: Have you had occasion to talk about
these cases with anyone?

MR. BRYANT: (NO ANSWER HEARD.)

MR. FERGUSON: Do you recall-héaring the names of any
of the defendants associated with what you heard or read about it

MR.. BRYANT: Nothing only I've heard his name before,
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1 MR. FERGUSON: You are talking about the Reverend 34
i ‘? 2 Chavis here. Anybody else?
3 MR. BRYANT: No.
4 MR. FERGUSON: Have you formed any opinion in your
3 5 mind about the guilt or innocénce of-ani of these persons
; 6 || charged here?
7 MR. BRYANT: {NO ANSWER HEARD.)
1 8 .MR. FERGUSON: Dé you think you could be fair £o
| 9 || all of them?
) ( 10 MR. BRYANT: Until they are proven guilty..
.11 MR. FERGUSON: And if they are not‘proven guilty,
iz could pu render a verdict of not guilty?
i3 MR, BRYANT: Yes.
17
14 MR. FERGUSON: Sir?
15 MR.AB_YANT: Yes.
7_16 MR. FERGUSON: Do you belong to any clubs or organi-
_(. 17 zations in thé community, Mr. Bryant?
" 18 MR. BRYANT: No, sir. No, sir.
19 _MR.vFERGUSON: Have ydu ever belonged to any clubs
: - 20 of organizations which held as éne of its tenets tﬁe supremecy
2 of the white race?a”
: ©
- 22 MR. BRYANT: No.
b 23 " MR, FERGUSON: Your anéwer to that waé ﬁno", was it
24 not? | |
a
25 . MR. BRYANT: Yes,

Il
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1 MR. FERGUSON: If you will, try to speak up so that
i’ 2 Il we can all hear you; she has to take down everything that is
3 || said, the court,reporter does. Now, iMr. Bryant, there are
4 || eleven peoplé 05 trial here this week, and you heard me mention
5 || just a moment ago what they are charg;d.with?
6 MR. BRYANT: Yes.
7 MR. FERGUSON:. Do you feel, sir, £hat the mere fact
8 || that eleven people are chafged with these offenses means they
9 || have done something wrong elsewise they wouldn't be here on
( 10 || these charges?
11 MR. BRYANT: Well, they must be. They must have.
J 12 MR. FERGUSON: You feel like they nmust have done
1 13 || something elsewise they wouldn't-have them up here, is that —
17
14 || xright?
1
* . 15 MR. BRYANT: Yes.
1 16 MR, FERGUSON: I fake it, then,.that you4would feel
i , ) :
J ?f 17 || that they had to prove to you that they didn’t do anything, 18 )
i 18 || that correct? |
4 19 MR. BRYANT: Yes.
20 MR. FERGUSON: And unless they proved that to you,
;- 2i you would be inciined to find thém guilty of what they are
22 || charged with, is that right?. ' |
Tro23 MR;‘BRYANi: Yes. - ::ytc;'g;ljf;{ ;;.;hi¥ f,}’
-24 :f‘ | Mﬁ. FERGUSON: IXf yougbﬁénbr élegse; Qé'ﬁiilichallénge
25 the juror‘forieauSE. Tz,
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1 THE COURT: He will be excused.
Q} 2 CLERK: Stewart Devane (WHITE) .
3 MR. FERGUSON: Mr. Tew?
4 MR. TEW: VYes, sir.
5 MR. FERGUSON: What kind of Qofk do you do, sir?
6 MR. TEW: I'm a chemical processor for Diamond
1 Shamrock.
8 MR. FERGUSOﬁ: I'@ sorry; there were papers rattling,

and I couldn't hear you.

MR. TEW: I'm a chemical processor for Diamond Sham-

rock, at Castle Hayne.

127 MR. FERGUSON: And how long have you been engaged in
13 || that employment, sir?
Q? 14 MR. TEW: Since September, of 1971.
15 || | s MR. FERGUSON: September, of '712
féé. ‘F | MR. TEW: Yes, sir.
¢ 17 " Mé. FERGUSON: How long have you been a resident of *
) 118 ﬁéﬁde?iéaunty?
‘19 | "MR. TEW: Eight years.
,éO ) - MR. FERGUSON: And where did}you live prior to that?
21 ” »% MR. TEW: Sampson County.
22 Lo MR. FERGUSON: Sampson County;>is ﬁhat wheré'you were
23 bgfn and reared} in Sampson County? . o
24 "MR. TEW: (NO ANSWER HEARD.)

MR. FERGUSON: How old are you, Mr. Tew?

-
er——;r-v EEE e SRRTPN > <
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| 1 "MR. TEW: Twenty-three.
E %- 2 MR. FERGUSON: Have you been in the military service?
3 MR. TEW: No, sir.
! p
| 4 ‘MR. FERGUSON: Are you married?
5 MR. TEW: Two yearsv and two‘ dé.ys.
6 MR. FERGUSON: Two years and two days?
7 b TEW: Two.years and two days.
8 MR. FERGUSON; I see. This is not a great place to
_9 be on an anniversary, is it?
10 MR. TEW: No.
11 MR. FERGUSON: Do you have any children?
1 12 MR. TEW: I have one on the way, due the 15th of tais
‘ 13 !l month.
1 e 14 MR. FERGUSON: You wouldn't be too happy if this trial
* 15 || vere going on on the 15th and you were a member of the jury,
1 16 || would you?
‘ ¢ 17 MR. TEW: Not vefy'.-
: o - 18 IﬁR. FERGUSON: Ivbveli'e_v-é tho defendants will excuse
; 19 || you, Mr. Tew.
| - 20 CLERK: Linda K. Paluk Uttke. (VHITI")
j : - 21 . MR.  FERGUSON: ML Bland, wnat kind of work do you
--22 || do, sir? I - e - e
- 23 '-'"MRi.-BLAND*.T"'I’Wbrl‘c‘ for Myer‘s (PHONETIC) -Craft, in
-"24 }| Burgav. - UERT A TR o |
‘ 225 -Z_I'le".?f‘Ef{GﬁSON: I'm sorky. -0 7 . -
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1 4n. DLAND: Myers Craft, in Durgaw. 34
2 1n. FLORGUSON: dyers craft, in Burgaw; what do you
3 |l do?
4 MR. DLAND: It's making easels, springs, anl oil.
5 MR. FLRGUSON: Easels for pé&nting, doing art wori
6 || and that kind of thing?
7 MR. BLAND: Yes, sir.
8 MR. FERGUSON: Ho@ long have you been working with
9 || thém, Mr. Bland?
10 MR. BLAND: For about ten years.
11 1iR. FERGUSOH: How long have you been a resident <f
12 || Pender County?
i3 MR, BLAND: Fifty-one.
14 MR, FERGUSON: Are you saying since '51 or 51 vear:s:
15 since 19517
16 MR. BLAND: Yes, sir. I'm not that old.
17 MR. FERGUSON: Are you married, sir?‘v
18 ' MR. DLAND: Yes, sir. ‘ )
19 1MR. FERGUSON: Do you have children?
20 MR. BLAND: Two; a boy and a girl.
21 " MR. FERGUSON: You don't mind my asking the";ges of
922 |l your children, do you? | | -
23 MR. BLAND: MNo, 8ir.-- i
24 R MR. FERGUSON: Whét ages are ﬁhey?
25 . MR. BLAND: - The ‘boy is eight, and the girl is three.
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MR. FERGUSON: Where did you live before coming to

Pender in '51, ilr. Bland?

35¢

3 MR, BLAND: Baltimore, Maryland.
4 MR, FERGUSON: Have you spent any time in the military
5 || service? : |
6 MR. BLAND: .No, sir.
7 MR. FERGUSON:. I believe you indicated you had heard
8 || or read something about the‘case, didn't you?
o || ' MR. BLAND: Just on T.V.
(' A10 MR. FERGUSON: Just on T.V.; do you remember about
11 || when that was?
12 MR, BLAND: No, sir.
‘ﬁ;‘ 13 MR. FERGUSON: Were the names of any of the defendants
14 || associated with what you heard or read?
i5 MR. BLAND: ©No, sir.
16. MR. FERGUSON: Is.there anything thatyoﬁ heard or
. Ti7 read which ﬁight influence you against the defendants in the
( .-:_,18 trial of.ghis case? |
19 MR. BLAND: No, sir.
20 MR. FERGUSON: You have an open mind about it right
'21 now?
22 MR. BLAND:k Yes, sir.
23 " MR, fERGUSON: Have you‘discussed the cases Qith
24 anyoné? | | | - A
25. MR. BLANDQ No, sir.
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