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1 

5 11 the Pender Chronicle about it? 

2 

3 

4 

MR. FERGUSON: Do you subscribe to a newspaper 

regularly in your hone? 

MR. BLAND: Just the Pender Chronicle. 

XR. FERGUSON: You don't recall reading anythin? i l l  

r . .  

11 II MR. BLAND: Yes, sir, 

35: 

7 

8 

9 

10 

MR. FERGUSON: You don't know anybody seated at t.1i.s 

IR. PERGUSON: When did you first find out vhat these 

cases were all about, if you recall, Nr. Bland? 

-< 
MR. BLAND : :*en I got here Monday. 

MR. FERGUSON: When you got here Monday? 

13 (1 table over here? 
Pi, BLAND: No, sir. 

Me FERGUSON: Or any of the witnesses I called out? 

MR. BLAND: No, sir. 

MR. PERGUSON: What clubs or organizations, if any, 

do you belong to in the community? 

MR. BLAND: None. 

MR. FERGUSON: None? 

MR. BLAND: N o .  

MR. F E R G U S O N :  Have you or any member of your family 

a4 1 )  - .. MR, BLAND: NO, sir.  I 

23 

MR. FERGUSON:. DO- you have any law enforcement people I 

ever been associated with law enforcement agencies?. - . -- 

? 

- --- - - .. 
I 

-- - . - - - - - _ - 
.- 
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5 I ( p e r s o n s  ju!t because it i s  a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  s ay in9  rone th in f - ?  

3 5 :  I 1 

2 

3 

4 

NR. BLAND: NO, I d o n ' t  thin]: I would. 

who v i s i t  you r e g u l a r l y  i n  your  home o r  you r e g u l a r l y  i n  t h e i r s ?  

MR. BLAND: 110, s i x . '  . 

MR. F ~ R G U S O N :  Would you t end  t o  b e l i e v e  a p o l i c e  

o f f i c e r  should  one t e s t i f y  more q u i c k l y t h a n  you trould othrr 

MR. F E R G U S O N :  You would l i s t e n  t o  what a p o l i c e  

8 o f f i c e r  had t o  s a y  and weigh it a long  w i t h  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  evi- 
.r 

9 dence i n  t h e  case, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

MR. BLAND: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Now, M r .  Bland, i s  t h e r e  any f e e l i : ~ ~  

12 on your p a r t  t h a t  t h e  mere fact t h a t  a l l  e l even  of these people 

13 have been charged means t h a t  a l l  of  them o r  some of them o r  

14 one of them must have done sone th ing  wrong, something i n  v i o l a -  

15 t i o n  of t h e  law, elsewise they  wouldn ' t  be charrjed? 

MR. BLAIJD: No. 

MR. FERGUSON: You are a b l e  t o  presume them innocen t  

18 r i g h t  now? 

24R. ELAFJD: Y e s ,  sir,  u n t i l  t h e y  are proven guilty. 

F4R. FERGUSON: And i f  t hey  are n o t  proven g u i l t y ,  

21 you wouldn ' t  hesitate t o  f i n d  them n o t  g u i l t y ,  would you? 

MR. BLAND: No. 

MR. FERGUSON: Now, you unders tand ,  M r .  Bland, t h a t  i n  

24 a c r i m i n a l  case l i k e  t h i s  t h e  s t a t e  has t o  prove i t s  case beyond 

25 a r easonab le  doubt .  NOW, t h a t ' s  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  t i m e  you 
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35; 1 

I C 2 

i 3 

were c a l l e d  up f o r  c i v i l  jury duty: i n  those  kind of cases  a l l  

one s i d e  has  t o  do is  t o  prove i t s  case  by w h a t  t hey  c a l l  t ? ~  

proponderence of t h e  evidence o r  t h e  g r e a t e r  veigll t  of tilo 

4 evidence. That i s  no t  as  much proof ,or as hinh a s tandard or  

5 proof a s  reasonable doubt i s ;  t h a t ' s  - reasonable dou;>t i s  7 

6 much higher s tandard.  ~ J o w ,  do you be l i eve  i n  t h o t  pr inc i -1-  

7 of law i n  c r i n i n a l  cases t h a t  t h e  proof has  t o  be beyond a 

8 r5asonable doubt? 

MR. BLAND: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: DO you understand t h a t  t h e  defendants  

11 a r e  n o t  requi red  t o  prove anything,  anything at a l l ?  

r.lR. BLAND: Right. 

NR. FERGUSON: And they have a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i c : : l t  

14 t o  :-emain s i l e n t  and n o t  t e s t i f y  and no t  p resen t  any evir;;.i;:c, 

15 n o t  do anything i f  they choose t o  do t h a t ,  you understancl tha t?  

MR. BLAND: Y e s .  

MR. FERGUSON: And t h a t  i s  n o t  supposed t o  be . - held  

18 a g a i n s t  them? 
- - , . 

3lR. BLAND: Right. 
any of 

llR. FERGUSOIJ: You wouldn't  hold it against/t!lem if 
- - 

-21 they exerc ised  t h a t  r i g h t  and decided no t  t o  p r e s e n t  any evidence 
- - 
22 and no t  t o  t e s t i f y ,  - would you? 

14R. BLAND: NO. 
e. - - - - - _  _ _.._._ _ _ _ .  

NR. F ~ ~ G U S O I I :  You wouldn't  feel l i k e  they were hiding 
- - - - - - - - - -  - . _ _ _ _  _ _._ _ _ _ 

25 some wrong-d&? t h a t  they  had done on t h e i r  p a r t ?  

--- 
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m. FERGUSON: You would still be able to look at the 1 
1 

5 11 able doubt, is that correct? I 

14R. BLAND: No. 

3 

4 

3 5 .  

evidence as it is presented and make up your mind on the state's 

case whether or not they had proven their case beyond a rcasoa- 

8 11 the defendants in this case are black persons and one defendant 1 

6 

7 

MR. BLAND: Right. 

MR. FERGUSOB:. Mr. Bland, it so happens that ten of 

9 

10 

11 

12 

MR. BLAND : No. 

MR. FERGUSON: And you wouldn't hold it against the 

Ar 

is a white person. Does that make any difference to you? 

MR. BLAND: Not at all. 

IlR. FERGUSOi?: You would be able to judge than as 

individuals, as hwaan beings, in the trial of the case? 

13 

14 

15 

18 11 one beeause she is white? I 

MR. BLAND: Yes. 

MR. FERGUSON: You wouldn't hold it against the ten 

because they are black? 

MR. BLAND: No. 

MR. FERGUSON: You don't have any objections to black 

19 

20 

21 

24 11 and white children going to school together and sitting together I 

MR. BLAND: No. 

MR. FERGUSON: You don't have any objection to asso- 

ciations between black and white persons, do you? 

25 side-by-side and learning together, do you? 

1 

- -- a 
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MR. BLAND: No. I've got one that's going to school. 

IIR. FERGUSOW: Sir? 

MR. BLAND: I've got one that's going to school. 

MR. FERGUSON: Tha t ' s  t h e  eight year old that's 

going to school? 

EIR. BLAND: Yes. 

MR. FERGUSON: What grade is she in? 

MR. BLAND: It's a boy. EIe will be in t h e  third 
I 

grade the next time he goes. 

MR. FERGUSON: The third grade. Have you ever heard 

of the First Congregational Church of the Black Ilessiah? 

MR. BLAND: No. 

MR. FERGUSON: Well, that's a church in Wilmington;  

Reverend Chavis is pastor of that church; the ten - nine oL:cr 

persons I represent are members of that church. There's 

nothing about the name of that church that causes you any ill 

feeling toward these defendants is there? 

MR. BLAND: No. 

MR. FERGUSON: The concept of a black Messiah dozsn't 

bother you, does it? 

MR. BLAND: Not at all. 

MR. FERGUSON: M r .  Bland, in February, the first week 

in February, in Nilmington, there were some racial disturbances 

and protests and that kind of thing. If it should be that 

some of the defendants in this trial were involved in those 

MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
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I 

racial protest movements would that fact alone influence your 

11 MR. BLAND: No, sir. I 

356 

6 2 , 
3 

4 

MR. FERGUSON: You feel, then, that people trho are I 

verdict in this case? 

MR. BLAND: Well, I don't think it would. 

MR. FERGUSON: You wouldn't hold that against then? 

911  
MR. BLAND: Yes, sir. 

7 

8 

MR. FERGUSON: Or if a person feels that he is bein? 

discriminated against, if they feel they are discriminated 

against, they have a right to protest that discrimination? 

l3 II MR. FERGUSON: Now, do you have any relatives in 

11 

12 

14 11 Wilmington? 

treated unjustly, he has a right to protest that? 

MR. BLAND: Pdght. 

.MR. BLAND: No.. I had a brother, but he moved to 
I -IS- II 

MR. FERGUSON: How long ago was it when he r~oved? 
. . . - .  

16 

. . 17 

(, . . 
. 18 

2o 11 MR. BLAND: He moved about a month ago. I 

Fayetteville. 'He is the manager of Hardee's in Wilmington. 

MR. FERGUSON: Manager of Hardee's? ' 

MR. BLAND: Yes. 

21 

4 
25 11 MR. BLAND: NO. 

. . ,  
MR. FERGUSON: About a month ago. Did he ever talk 

22 

23 

24 

I . ! MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
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to you about'anything that was going on in Wilmington? 

L L  MR. BLAND: No, he hasn't. 

MR. FERGUSON: Did he visit with you regularly? 



3 )( t h a t ' s  how much we g e t  t o g e t h e r .  

MR. FCRGUSOY: I see. Is there anything about a I 

357  

r 
i 

1 
L 

2 

I I 5 charge of conspiracy t o  a s s a u l t  energency personnel v i t h  firc- 

I 

idR. FEXGUSON: D i d  you v i s i t  with him r equ la r ly?  

IIR. BLAND: I d o n ' t  even know where he lived at; 

t h a t  causes you t o  fee l  nore s tron7ly about t h l t  !:in2 c- 

7 11 case  than  you do o t h e r  kinds of cases?  

II i4R. BLAND: NO. 

MR. FERGUSON: You understand t h a t  c i t i z e n s  have a I 
( .  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  t o  bear  arms under proper circumstances,  

11 11 do you not? 

5 l ~ .  .BLAND: Y e s .  I 
pr* - 

13 

14 

MR. FERGUSON: And under proper c i rcuns tances  you 

d o n ' t  have any ob jec t ions  t o  persons having i n  t h e i r  p o s s e n ~ i o . ~  

15 

. 16 

20 11 time o r  o t h e r ,  j u s t  t h a t  f a c t  a lone ,  would you hold t h a t  against l  

f i r ea rms ,  do you? 

MR. BLAigD: No, sir. 

17 

( 18 

19 

. ... 
MR. FERGUSOIJ: I f  the s t a t e  should c l a i n  t h a t  any of 

t h e  defendants  or some of t h e  defendant3 o r  all of t h e  defen- . . -  

d a n t s  were a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  firearms or had f i r e a r m s  at one 

II 24 circumstances a can be j u s t i f i e d  i n  arming himself f o r  I 

21 

22 

23 

II & 

25 h i s  own p r o t e c t i o n ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

them, j u s t  t h e  f ac t  of f i rearms? 
. . . .. . MR. BLAND: No. 

-MR. FERGUSON: You be l i eve ,  then,  t h a t  under proper 

- 
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vhich I may have asked you ahout or nay not have asked you 

about why you feel that you could not sit as a juror in t;:i; 

case and he comn1ctel:r fair and im~artial in your consider-t,(3,1 

- 

113. ELAND: Yes. 

I???. FCRGUSO;.J: 30 you I~now of any reason, ;Ir. i?lailLi, 

of the evidence? 

1IR. BLAND: N o .  

3 5  S 

MR. FERGUSON: None whatsoever? I 
x MR. ELAND: No. 

MR. FERGUSOIJ: You live here in the City of Burgr.:;, 

is that correct? 

NR. BLAEJD: Y e s ,  s ir .  

MR. FERGUSON: If you were seated as a juror in tl;is 

case and you heard all the evidence and after hearing that c:-i- 

dence you felt like a verdict of not guilty was justified, 

if you felt that way..... 

MR. BLAND: Yes. 

MR. FERGUSON: ..... would you have any hesitancy a l m u i  I 
rendering that verdict because of what others might say, p c ~ ~ j l c  I 
in the community or other people that you know? 

MR. BLAND: I wddn't. 

MR. FERGUSON: You wouldn't have any problem--with 

that, is that correct? 

MR. BLAEJD: Right. 

MR. FERGUSON: Is there anything that you have observe P 
MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
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I 

here i n  t h e  cour t  room s i n c e  Monday which has given you t h e  

inpress ion  t h a t  t h e s e  persons on t r i a l  a r e  g u i l t y  of a n y t h i n v  

o r  any wrong-doing? 

142. BLAIJD : 30. 

MR. FERGUSON: You understand, then ,  t h a t  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  they have been escor ted  i n  and o u t  of t h e  c o u r t  rooo fru- 

tine t o  t i m e  by deputy s h e r i f f s  doesn ' tmean  anything except 

they haven ' t  been a b l e  t o  p o s t  bond? 

I 
MR. BLAND: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: You understand t h a t ?  

FIR. BLAND: Yes. 

PIR. FERGUSON: That's no evidence of g u i l t ,  you 

understand t h a t ?  

1IR. BLAND: Y e s .  

MR. FERGUSON: You know a l o t  of innocent  people go 

t o  j a i l  before  they  a r e  t r i e d  because they could no t  g e t  o u t  

on bond, do you hot?  

MR. BLAND: Yes. 

MR. FERGUSON: Nr. LeRoy Kennedy, i s  it? 

MR. KENNEDY: Tha t ' s  r igh t .  

MR. FERGUSON: How long have you been a r e s i d e n t  of 

Pender County, Elr, Kennedy? 

MR. KENNEDY: A l l  my l i f e .  

MR. FERGUSON: And what kind of employment a r e  you 

engaged i n ,  s i r ?  
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MR. KENNEDY: Automobile mechanic. 

MR. FERGUSON: And do you work for some company? 

MR. KENNEDY: Self-employed. 

FIR. FERGUSOI?: You are self-employed: how long have 

5 11 you heen self-employed as an auto mechanic? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

MR. KENNEDY: That's right. 

MR. FERGUSON: I believe you did indicate, though, 

MR. KENNEDY: About 35 years. 

MR. FERGUSON:. m e  you married, sir? 

MR. KENNEDY: Yes, sir. 

J 
MR. FERGUSON: Do you have children? 

MR. KENNEDY: I have. All of them are grovrn. I have 

five. 
.'% 1 

MR. FERGUSON: Do any of them s t i l l  live in the hoxe 

4- 
13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

23 / /  that you had heard or read something about it on T.V. or seen I 

with you? 

:.IR. KENNEDY : I.ly baby daughter. 

143. FERGUSON: I believe I asked you if you knew any 

of the persons seated at the table here; do you? 

. MR. KENNEDY: No. 

MR. FERGUSON: And I believe you were seated there 

when I called out a list of witnesses, and you didn't know any 

of them, is that correct? 

r). 

-24 

L25 

something in the newspaper? 

- - -  . - _  - - -  - 11R. KENNEDY: That's right. When I get home, 

_ - _ - _ - _ _  
-.- 
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maybe I g e t  i n  about t i n e  t h e  news comes on and I watch a l i t t l e  

on T.V., and s o m e  times a t  t h e  sho? I hear a l i t t l e  on t h e  radio 

5 t h i n g  about it r e c e n t l y ,  say i n  t h e  l a s t  two o r  t h r e e  months? 

6 MR. KENNEDY: Not t h a t  I r e c a l l .  

361 

3 

F ~ .  FERGUSON: DO you remember hear ing  t h e  name of I 

Tha t ' s  about it.. 

8 any of t h e  defendants  i n  connection wi th  what you heard or read? 
s 

MR. KENNEDY: Mr. Chavis. Tha t ' s  about t h e  only 9 

10 name I can recall. 

11 MR. FERGUSON: Be i s  t h e  onlv one t h a t  you can r e c a l l ?  

4 ) 

MR. KENNEDY: T h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

MR. FERGUSON: I see. Have you heard o r  read  anv- 

13 MR. FERGUSON: Was t h e r e  anythinq t h a t  you heard o r  

14 read which caused ~ o u  t o  form an opinion t h a t  would be a g a i n s t  

W. Chavis or  any of these persons here on t r i a l ?  

MR. KENNEDY: NO, sir. . .  

MR. FERGUSON: S i r ?  

; MR. KENNEDY: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: I n  s p i t e  of  anything you may have 

heard o r  r ead ,  do you t h i n k  t h a t  you could sit as a j u r o r  i n  I 
t h i s  case  and be completely f a i t  and i m p a r t i a l  and open-minded 1 
i n  t h e  t r i a l  of t h i s  case? 

MR. KENNEDY: I t h i n k  so. 

I 
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7 ' 
3 t' 

- 

1 
4 
1 

1 1 
1 

. F G U S :  Is t h e r e  anyth ing ,  :lr . Rcnnerly , tlilic;: 

2 causes  you t o  feel  t h e  m e r e  f a c t  t h a t  these GoFnnr'ants irc -11 

3 on t r i a l  means they  m * s t  have Seen enqaqed i n  sone v r . i r ~ n o - c i o ; n ~ ~ * ~  

1 4 ~ .  I;EI:IJCDY : 710 , sir . 
YR. I'R?GUSON: You unr'crstanVl, t \e r ,  t h a t  iqnoccn: 

6 people can be charged w i t h  c r i m i n a l  offenses? 

MR. KENNEDY: . Y e s ,  sir. 

i4R. FERGUSON: Now, you've observed t h e  clef enclant; 

.c 

9 seated h e r e  i n  t h e  c o u r t  roon.  You've seen t h e n  cor?.e into 

10 c o u r t  and l e a v e  t h e  c o u r t  f r o n  tinre t o  t i n e .  Is t3cre anyi".i.-p 

11 about  anythinrr t h a t  has gone on i n  the c s u r t  roan here t ' l i-.  

12 week which causes  you t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e s e  defenclanta rii-rht 'K 

13 o u i l t y  of some wrong-doing o r  v i o l a t e d  sone law? 

TiR. KEII>I.TEDY: ?lo, sir .  

WR. FERGUSOI: Have you ever beon a member of an.7 

16 l a w  enforcement agencL7 such as t h e  pol ice  f o r c e ,  s h e r i f f ' s  

17 depar tment ,  highway p a t r o l ,  o r  any th ing  l i k e  t h a t ?  

MR. KENNEDY: No, sir. 

XR. FERGUSOEI: Did you spend any t i m e  in the i ~ i l i t x r - ~  

20 s e r v i c e ?  

,XR. RENNEDY: No, sir .  -- 
- 

MR. FERGUSON: You d id  no t?  

b1R. KENNEDY: N o ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: IS any meinher of your imrnecliate far~il!: 

- 5  a member of a law enforcement agency? 

- - 
- - - 
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1 
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6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

-24 

-25 

- 

a r i n h t  n o t  t o  t e s t i f y ,  a r i q h t  not  t o  p r e s e n t  any witnesses i f  

i f  
he d o e s n ' t  van t  t o  do t h a t .  Plow,/these defendants ,  any of t'ic1-1 

o r  a l l  of then ,  should dec ide  no t  t o  take t h e  s t and ,  shoulrl 

decide  no t  t o  p resen t  any evidence bu t  t o  r e l y  s o l e l y  on the 

weakness of t h e  s t a t e ' s  c a s e ,  ?auld you be a b l e  -- S t r i k e  t i ; ~ t .  

First of a l l ,  would you hold t h a t  fact a q a i n s t  them i f  tkn-; 

d i d n ' t  t ake  t h e  s tand?  . 

1IR. KENNEDY: No, sir. 

.< 
MR. FERGUSON: You wouldn't  get t h e  f e e l i n q  they v e r e  

' t r y i n g  t o  h i d e  some wrong-doing on t h e i r  p a r t  from you? 

tlR. KEPTNEDY: 1.l0, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: A l l  r i p h t ,  sir. Ilov, would you s t i l l  

be a b l e  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  evidence of t h e  s t a t e  and make a judo- 

ment based on t h a t  evidence as t o  ruhether o r  n o t  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  

proven g u i l t  beyond a reasonable doubt? 

MR. KENNEDY: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSOH: You would be a b l e  t o  do t h a t ?  

14R. KENNEDY: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Would you be able t o  1001: a t  e2ch case 

here  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  each one of t h e s e  persons i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  and 

reach  a dec i s ion  about h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  case i n  t h i s  mat ter?  

MR. KENNEDY: Y e s ,  sir.  - 

MR. FERGUSON: You understand, then,  t h a t  t h e r e  could 

be d i f f e r e n t  .evidence f o r  d i f f e r e n t  defendants? 
- -  - 

: IIR, KENNEDY: -Yes, sir, - - _ _ .. _ _ _ _ - - - - -  A 

- - - -  - -- - - . - - _ _ _ _ _  _ _  _ __ __ _ ----- -- - 
-- - 
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8 

t! 
I 11 guess I talk a lot about the Constitution, but it is impoxtqnt - 

1 

2 

1 3 

:r 
4 

11 the Constitution that citizens have a ri~i~t to i ) c a ~  

I 

Ill?. BERGUSOM: And it doesn't mean that they all have 

to go the same way, you understand that? 

MR. KENNEDY: Y e s ,  sir. 

tlR. FERGUSON: The Constitution provides - and I 

I 
I 

i 11 stances would you have any objections to persons bearing arns? 
7 

8 

MR. KENNEDY: I do not. 

arms. Now, there are some limitations on that, various 1at:s 

which regulate the right to bear arms, but under lawful circum- 

I 1,IR. FE3GUSON: You feel, then, that a nerson czn I::: I 
: 12 11 justified in some circunstances in arming himself for his o-:n I 
j 

13 / Q 
14 

FIR. FERGUSON: The ten defendants we represent are I 

protection? 

IR. KENNEDY: Yes, sir. 

15 
I 

16 

17 

II . . 
19 associated with that church. idould their association with t113-it; I 

Ii:iR. FI2RGUSOP.T: Now, have you ever heard of the S:?;:rc:l 

of the Black Ilessiah, in \h7ilminc~ton? 

MR. KEIJPJCDY : I have. 

20 1 church give yo9 any had feelin? ta1nrd then? 

EIR. 1:E;INEDY: 1.10, sir. 

IIR. FERGUSON: The cixcumstances out of w h i c h  these 

23 I1 charges arose occurred during the first week of February, 1971, I 
North Carolina. Durinq that period of time I r there were racial protests; racial movements, racial disturl~ance t 

MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER 

WHITEVILLE. NORTU CAROLINA 26472 



involver1 i n  sonc r a c i a l  p r o t e s t  novnrrcnt. !iould you holrl L: - L 

f a c t  a g a i n s t  them shoulC t h a t  he t h o  case? 

FIR. KC:dt;C3Y : Yo, s ir .  

2 .  ? :  You f c o l  t h a t  a n.r,on h a s  a r i n 3 t  ;:s 

enga(re i n  t h o s e  k i n e  of a c t i v i t i e s  i f  he c:~ooses t o  60 t h a t  ';r 

long as it i s  l a v ~ f u l ,  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

FIR. REYNEDY: That's r i a h t .  
5 

MR. FERGUS9N: Now, :lr. Kennedy, of  c o u r s e ,  I coul,l. 

a sk  q u e s t i o n s  a l l  day or a l l  week o r  a l l  yea r  and never  ]:no-1 

eve ry th in?  ; you know yoor r.j.nA b e t t e r  t h a n  anv?mr';,r else. '::.- t ' 

vhy I ' m  qoinn t o  ask you t he  q u e s t i o n  I aslied a l l  of t h e  j u r o r ;  

I Do you know of  any reason  i n  your own n ind  why you could  n o t  

s i t  as a j u r o r  i n  t h i s  c a s e  and he complete ly  f a i r  an2 o?cn- 

3 c; Cl 

! 
1 

minded and i m p a r t i a l  toward the  defendants  i n  t h e s e  ca ses?  

MR. KENNEDY: I do  no t .  

MR. FERGUSON: YOU would be a b l e  t o  look  a t  the evi- 

occur r inq  i n  t h e  c i t y .  Some of t h e  defznclants ~ a y  have 1,ac~n 

1 (1 dence i n  the case and make up your  orrn mind about  - . .  it, is t h a t  

c o r r e c t ?  I 
MR. KENNEDY: Y e s ,  sir.  

L .  

MR. FERGUSON: Now, is that !4iss or Mrs. smith? 

MRS. SMITH: IWS. ". I 
MR. FERGUSON: M r s .  Smith? 

MRS. SMITH: Y e s ,  sir. I 
MR. FERGUSON: DO YOU work o u t s i d e  the home, N r s .  ~ n i t ' l ?  
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3 6 -  
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

- - 

--. 

PIRS. SXITH: Not a t  the  present .  

F~ROUSOI!: V h a t  ahout  jrnur hushan?; does !lo  or':? 

:IRS. S.".IITH: - Yes, sir. 

'19. FERGUSOII: What does he do, 'irs . Snj th? 

!.IRS. S?4ITH: H e ' s  a press aerator a t  ~ i m i n '  s .  

XI?. FLRGUSOII: A press opera tor  a t  T i r r i i e  ' s ?  

b e s .  SIIITH: Yes, sir. 

MR. FEFtGUSON: IS t h a t  t h e  T i m . i e  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  i n  

?7iq1mington? 

i-IRS. S? l ITI I :  Y e s ,  sir. 

r.1R. FERGUSOM: F!ow long  h ~ s  he t ~ o r k e d  t\ere? 

FIRS. SXITH:  Five years .  

MR. FE3GUSOIl: H a v e  you w o r k e d  ou t s ide  t h e  h o m e  on 

previous occasions, you yourse l f?  

MRS. SXITII :  Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: A n d  may I ask  you when was t h e  last 

t i m e  you w o r k e d  ou t s ide  of t h e  h o m e ?  

MRS. Sl4ITH : M a r c h .  

MR. FERGUSON: March; t h i s  past  larch? 

FIRS. SMITH: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: HOW long have you been a r e s iden t  of 

Pender C o u n t y ,  Ws. Smith? 

1lRS. SEIITH: E i g h t e e n  years. 

MR. FERGUSON: A n d  where d id  you l i v e  before t h a t  

time? 
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XR. FERGUSOEI: I n  N e r  Hanover County? 

MRS. SFIITII : New lIanover County. 

NRS. SMITH: - Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSOEI: D i d  I ask you whether or n o t  you i:r.cy,? 

3 G C  

any of t h e s e  defendants?  

~ R S .  S M I T H :  Y e s ,  sir. 

IIanover County? 

MRS. Sf4ITII: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: And what k i n  are t h e y  t o  you? 

M R S .  SMITH: That! s my home. I marr ied  i n  Pender Count{. 

ply mother and nv sisters and b r o t h e r s  are i n  New Hanover County. 

MR. FERGUSON: YOU l e f t  N e w  Hanover County a f t e r  you 

got marr ied  and came t o  Pender County, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

7 

8 

9 

MR. FERGUSON:. You d o n ' t  know any of them? 

MRS. SMITH: NO, sir. 

I MR. PERGUSON: DO you s t i l l  have relat ives i n  Ne:? 

c 17 

. 18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

F4RS. SFIITH: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: You understal.3 what t h e s e  e l even  person; 

are charged wi th ,  do  you n o t ?  

MRS. SNITEI: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: AS of t h i s  t i m e  do  you f e e l  l i k e  you 

could  be f a i r  t o  t h e s e  pe r sons  on t r i a l  he re?  

MRS. SYITH: Y e s ,  sir. 

24 

25 

OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER 
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IIR. FERGUSON: Now, M r s .  Smith, have you heard  or  

read any th ing  a t  a l l  abou t  t h e s e  cases? 

- - 
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MR. FE9GUSON: Do you remember when i t  was you heard 

I1 MR. FERGUSON: That would have been back some t imc 

36'. 

I 

5 11 i n  February,  of '711 

1 

7 II 1.1~s. SMITH: Y e s ,  sir. 

MPS. SMITH:  I heard a l i t t l e  b i t  on t h e  t e l e v i s i o n .  

11 11 I wanted t o  check t h e  d a t e s  on t h e  b i l l s  of inG.ictment and 

11 I/ warrants  i n  t h e s e  cares; and j u s t  l e t  m e  e x p l a i n  somethino to 

something about  them? 

13 

14 

MRS. S M I T H :  Riqht a f t e r  it f i x s t  happened. 

you and a l l  of  t h e  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  pane l  a s  a body. None 

of t h e s e  persons were charged i n  February, of '71. The b i l l - .  

(MR. FERGUSOIJ A S K S  FOR AND GETS BILLS OF 1NDICT:IE::T 

 TO^ VIEW THE1 1. ) 

MR. FERGUSOIJ: The reason I stopped, Xrs. smi th ,  was 

ind ic tment  a r e  a l l  da ted  e i t h e r  A p r i l  

t h i s  y e a r ,  s o  p r i o r  t o  t h a t t i m e  t h e r e  were no b i l l s  of  i n d i c t -  

ment. I b e l i e v e  t h e  f i r s t  warran t  i n  t h e s e  c a s e s  went o u t  

about  t h e  1 6 t h  o r  17 th  of March, of  t L i s  yea r .  So, I just 

wanted t o  c l e a r  t h a t  up s o  you would understand t h a t  whatever . * 

you may have heard o r  read  i n  February,  of '71, was n o t  about 

o r  r ead ,  Mrs. Smith, about  these defendants  o r  about  t h e s e  

c a s e s  which caused you t o  develop any i l l - f e e l i n ~ s  toward any 

21 

22 

25 I1 of t h e  defendants  on trial here? 

a charge a g a i n s t  any of t h e  defendants ,  because none of them 

were charged wi th  anything.  Was t h e r e  anything t h a t  you a hcard 

- - 
MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
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FIR. FERGUSON: NOW, if you w e r e  s e a t e d  as a ju ro r  i n  

3 1) t h i s  c a s e  and t h e  s t a t e  f a i l e d  - t h e  state d i d  n o t  prove t o  you I 

37: 

- 

1 MRS. SrIITII: Y e s ,  sir. 

11 FIRS. S;,IITH: Y e s ,  sir. I 

4 

5 

WR. FERGUSON: Plow, !&s. S m i t h ,  even i f  you' f e l t  that I 

t h a t  any of t h e s e  defendants  was g u i l t y  beyond a reasonable  

doubt ,  would you be able t o  f i n d  them a l l  n o t  g u i l t y ?  

8 

9 

l2 I1 g u i l t y  i n  t h a t  i n s t ance?  

t h e  defendants  w e r e  probably g u i l t y  o r  may have been g u i l t y  o' 

an? o r  some o r  a l l  of t h e s e  o f f e n s e s ,  b u t  you weren ' t  s u r e  t h a t  

10 

11 

l3 11 MRS. S M I T H :  Y e s ,  sir. 

they  d i d  it, you weren ' t  convinced beyond a reasonable  doubt  

t h a t  they  d i d  t h a t ,  would you s t i l l  be a b l e  t o  f i n d  them no t  

MR. FERGUSON: I n  o t h e r  words, you would r e q u i r e  tile I II s t a t e  t o  prove i t s  case beyond a reasonable  doubt? 

F-IRS. S M I T H :  Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSOM: Was your answer yes? 

MRS. SMITH: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: I w i l l  have t o  ask you t o  speak up 

MRS. S F I I T R :  N o ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: If dur ing  t h e  t r i a l  of t h i s  case p o l i c  

20 

21 

22 

23 

a l i t t l e  b i t ,  M r s .  Smith, so t h a t  w e  can a l l  hear  you and i n  

o r d e r  t h a t  eve ry th ing  t h a t  is s a i d  may be recorded. 1s t h e r e  

any m e n b e r  of your family,  Mrs. Smith, who has  been a member of 

any l a w  enforcement agency? 

-. - 
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1 11 o f f i c e r s  should t e s t i f y  f o r  t h e  s t a t e ,  would you be inclinec: 

II t o  b e l i e v e  what a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  s a i d  more s o  than  vrhat ot3cr 

persons said j u s t  because he v:as a p o l i c e  o f f i c e r ?  

.:IRS. SilITII: No, sir .  

!4R. FERGUSOII: L e t  m e  ask you t h i s ,  ?irs. Snith, a:~.! 

II t h i s  i s  something perhaps I should have asked a l l  t h e  j u r o r s :  

I f  dur ing  t h e  t r i a l  of t h i s  c a s e  t h e  state p r e s e n t s  witnessea 

who are b lack  t o  t e s t i f y  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  defendants ,  t e n  of v h o ~  

# 

are a l s o  b l ack ,  would t h e  mere f a c t  t h a t  a b lack  person i s  

t e s t i f y i n 9  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  cause you t o  b e l i e v e  h i s  test imony 

j u s t  because it was a b lack  person t e s t i f y i n g  z q a i n s t  black 

persons? 

MRS. S M I T H :  NO, sir. 

XR. FERGUSOPI: YOU would s t i l l  be ah18 t o  l i s t e n  t o  

what t h a t  person had t o  s a y  and weigh h i s  evidence along w i t : i  

eve ry th ing  else, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

MRS. SMITH: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSOM: Was your answer yes? 
. . 
I MRS. SXITW: Y e s ,  sir. I 

!lR. FERGUSOW: L e t  m e  address  t h a t  question to a l l  I 
members of the j u r y  whether I ' v e  ques t ioned  you before  o r  no t :  

Is t h e r e  anyone who would answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n  d i f f e r e n t l y  from 

llvhat W s .  Smith answered t h a t  ques t ion?  I II (NO RESPONSE FROF4 THE JURY. )  

MR. FEI1GUSON: c Thank you. Have you heard of t he  Cl!rirci . 1 
MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
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2 

i 3 

 lack :lessiah, in Tt?ilmington? 

~ I R S .  SItITII: Yes, sir. 

1 4 
I 
! 5 
1 

6 

7 

8 

9 

( 10 

11 

12 

13 

P 
14 

15 

16 

17 

(. 
18 

1 
19 

J 

20 

a 21 
i 
7 22 

i 
1 23 

4 

i 24 

25 

'In. FLRGUCiQiJ: If it should amear t h a t  sor~e  o r  771 

of the defendants that ve represent are menbers of t h a t  c*r!, c , 

yrould that caus2 you any bad feelinn or nuilt ? c ? f l i 7 r v  t o - 7 -  - -  

the defendants in this case? 

MRS. S I I I T H :  Xo, sir. 

d FIR. FERGUBOM: If the defendants vrerct oncaved i n  -.-m.: 

r a c i a l  c r o t e s t  activities durinq t h e  first week of I'cSruarTr, 

1971, would you \o ld  that f a c t  a l o n e  n n a i n s t  then? 

R S  i 1 1 :  No, s i r .  

YR. FERGUSON: I f  t h e  state slloulC! c l a i m  t ' iat so1 ', 

one,  o r  all of thr. defendants  Curino this period i n  "shru-----  

arred t h e n s e l v e s ,  voul? t h e  n e r e  f q c t  that t h e  s t a t e  .a:?.? L I T : .  

clain affect your v e r d i c t  in this case; ~arould it cause you to 

find the defendants g u i l t y  by the  nere reason of  that f a c t ?  

YRT. S3lITI-I: No, sir. 

:1R. PTWUSOPJ: Boil ~.?oulcl he able t o  lco!r ~ . t  111 r i ' -  

t h e  c i rcumetances  i n  tho  case an2 base ~7our  verdict on t i : -  r 7 - i -  

dence as it is presented in the court  roo^? 

I S .  1 1 T I :  Y e s , _  s i r ,  - - . -  - 
- - - - -  - - - 

MR. FRRGUSON: Now, tlrs. Smith, just as I have sni,? 

t o  the ~sntlenan - before - - you, I can never kno:~ all of the t ' l i n j s  
- -. - 

/wvm 
that may he in a given juror's mind; no 0 - con , -no  nlnttcr  . - :I<-.' 

__ _ _ __ _ _ _ _____ _ _ _ _  - _. _ _ --- -- - __-_- _ _ -_ _ _ _  _ - 
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9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 j (- 
18 

I 19 

1 
i 20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

many q u e s t i o n s  you ask; t h e  j u r o r ,  t h e  indivi( lun1 j u r o r ,  is +-'IT 
c0mnlr:tcl-. 

one v~ho u l t i m a t e l y  rleci4es r?'lr?ther o r  not  he or  she can h t / ' - ~ i r  

and i m p a r t i a l .  Let ne j u s t  a sk  you noTr: Do you knoir o' an-! 

reason whatsoever irhy you could not  s i t  as a j u r o r  i n  this .::T(- 

and be completely f a i r  and i m y r t i a l  ancl open-minded i n  : r ~ l ~ -  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  evidence? 

MRS. SPIITH: 110, I do not. 

MR. FERGUSO?!: And you could  sit  and judge i n  this 

cgse wi thout  f e a r  o r  favor  whatsoever, i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

MRS. SIIITH: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Mrs. Bland? 

- MRS. BLAND: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: How long have you been a r e s i d e n t  cf 

Pender, Pender County? 

MRS. BLAND: A l l  my l i f e .  

MR. FERGUSON: A l l  your l i f e .  Is t h a t  Xiss Dlanrl or  

Yrs. Bland? 

PIR;. BLAND: a s .  ,- - 

. . 
MR. FBRGUSOM: Plrs. Bland. D o  you work outs ic le  t he  

home, Mrs. Bland? 
. 1 '._ - -  , - . . 

MRS. BLAND: Yes, sir. 
. . 

%. . . 
MR. FERGUSON: Ma'am? . . 

. . 
MRS. BLAND: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: What kind of work do you do? 

MRS. BLAND: A p r e s s e r  at Burqaw Manufacturing Company. 

MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
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2 Company? 

3 MRS. BLAND: Yes, sir. 

I MR. FCRGUSOIJ: That is located here in the Town of 

I 

MR. FERGUSON: A presser at Burgaw Vanufacturinrj 

6 ? lRS.  BLAND: Yes, sir. 

7 FIR. FERGUSON: Does your husband work outside the 

8 home? 
s 

9 MRS. BLAND: Yes, sir. 

10 MR. FERGUSON: What kind of work does he do? 

375 

11 :IRS. BIAND: A truck driver, at Canp Lejeune. 1 
12 MR. FERGUSOM: Does he work for a private corn~any or 

13 is he connected withi the service? 

14 MRS. BLAND : Marine Coros Exchange. 

15 11 IR. FERGUSON: Ma'am? 1 
16 MRS. BLAND: Marine Corps Exchange. 

17 MR. FERGUSON: Marine Corps Exhange. Do you have 

18 children, Mrs. Bland? I1 
19 I4RS. BLAND: Yes, sir. 

20 MR. FERGUSON: BOW many children do you have? 

MRS. BLAND: Four. - 

MR. FERGUSON: Would you mind telling me their ages, 
-. - 

. . please? * 
- - -  - -  - - 

MRS. BLAND: Eleven, eight, six, and e ight  months old 
. .- - - -  - ._- -"?:-*.. - -  _.__--- ^ _ . _ - -  _ _ _ -  
FIR: FFRGUSON:- 1s- thk- little eight5 month old a boy ' 

/ 

. -- - _ -_ - --- . - 

- - - -  , - - - -  
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MRS. BLAND: A q i r l .  

MR. FERGUSON: A g i r l .  I may have asked you: IIave 

I 

o r  a g i r l ?  

4 / you heard or  read anything at a l l  ahout t h e s e  cases? 

37C 

FIRS. BLNJD: No, nothing bu t  what I heard on T.V. 

FIR. FERGUSON: Ma ' am? 

Has. BLAND: Nothing b u t  what I heard on T.V. 

f4R. FERGUSON: You remember see ing  somethinq on T.V. 

ab&t it? 

MRS. BLAND: I heard it; I d i d n ' t  see it. 

NR. FERGUSON: You heard something about it; do you 

(1 remember how long ago t h a t  w a s  you heard somethinq about it? 

MRS. BLAND: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Have you had occasion t o  discuss t : l ~ r ; c  

I I cases  wi th  anyone? 

II M R S .  BLAND: No, sir. 

I I MR. FERGUSOIJ: Have you had occasion t o  be p r e s e n t  

when anyone else w a s  d i scuss ing  t h e s e  cases?  

II MRS. BLAND: NO, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Based upon what you may have heard on 

t e l e v i s i o n ,  d id  you f o r m  any opinion about t h e  case  one way or  

t h e  o the r?  - 

MRS. BLAND: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: When did  you first r e a l i z e ,  BIrs. Bland 

11 t h a t  t h e s e  c a s e s w e r e  t h e  c a s e s  you were coming t o  c o u r t  t o  t r y  

MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
O r r b c l A ~  SUPLRIOR COURT REPORTER 

WHITEVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 28479 ... _ 



1 

B 2 

MRS. BLAND: Yes, sir. I 

3 

4 

5 

6 

. . 

MR. FERGUSON: You've seen the defendants going in 

MRS. BLAPID: Monday when I cam here. 
- 

IIR. FEPIGUSON: Pben you came hare ilonday: you didn' t 

know before then? 

FIRS. BLAIJD: 110, sir. f l  

MR. FERGUSOII: Now, you've been here since ;Ionday, 

is that correct? 

377 

coming in with them from time to time and going out with t h n r r  1 

g 

10 

11 

and out of the court room? 

MRS. BLAND: Yes, sir. 

YR. FERGUSON: And you've seen sheriff's deputies 

I 13 

i f 14 

from time to time, is that correct? 

1411s. BLA~JD: Yes, sir. 

i 15 

16 

. '  FIR. FERGUSON: Has any of that, anything at all that 

has happened, caused you to form any opinion that these defen- 3': . 

1 ( 
17 

I 
18 

19 

20 

dants must be guiAty .- *a . of something? 
-.? . 

- : HRS. BLAND: NO, sir. 
. 

MR. FCRGUSOM: You understand, then, there are cir-- 

cumstances where persons are in jail sinply because they don't 

21 

22 

23 

- 3  
.. ,. . 

have enough money t o  g e t  out on bond, you understand that? 
'c ".. a. : i 

- MRS. BLAND: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: And that doesn't mean that  they are 

24 

i (,. 25 

guilty of any crime or anything at all; it just means they 

don't have the money to get out of jail, you understand that? 

- - 

i 
MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
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. - .  ....- - .. MRS. BJJIND: NO, sir. . . .  

MR. FERGUSOM : If during the trial of this case police I 

- 4  / /  enforcement agencies should testi.?y-, iroula You tens ko believe 1 



X?S.  BTAIID : I?o, sir , 

1 

213, PERGUSON: You could weicfh their evidence an:? 

I 

because t h e y  were police officers? 

look at it alon~ with all t h e  ot11cr evidence in the case in 
. . 

reaching your verdict, is that correct? 

fU?S. BLAND: Yes, sir .  

MP.. FCRGUSON: Now, flrs. Bland, these defen6.ants LG:: ' t 

have to prove anything; they are not required to prove anytl l i?q,  

4 

you understand that? 

MRS. BLAPID: Yes, sir. 

WR, FETGUSON: Thev are not required to corile in z n ~ '  

prove that t hey  are innocent; they are presumed to be innocunt. 

The state is required to prove that they are guilty; and if 

the state doesn't do that, they are entitled to a verdict 9' 

not guilty. Now, in addition to that, the law says that a 

person has a right, a constitutional right, to remain silent 

in the face of charges brought against them; he doesn't have 

to take the stand to testify; he is not required to present 
. , 

a single witness; and the law says that that is not to be he13 

against him. If during the trial of this case any of these 

defendants, or all of them, should decide not to testify, shoul 

decide not to present a single witness, would you hold that 

fact against them? 

- . - - MRS. BLAND: No, sir. - 

1 _ _ . MR. FERGUS0N:- You would still be able to listen to 
- .  

I 

MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
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4 11 t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  fl . .  I 

1 what was s a i d  on t h e  witness  s tand  and make up your own mind 320 

MRS. BLAND: Yes, sir. 
- -  

2 about t h e  case and decine whether o r  not t h e  case was prove - 
+.km =take had proved its case  beyond a reasonable dc 

i 
13 

14 

1 15 
4 

16 * 

3 R S .  BLAND: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSOW: I n  o the r  words, you v:rould rcqu i ro  t'lz 

s t a t e  t o  prove t o  you, then ,  beyond a reasonable doubt t h a t  

they were g u i l t y  before  you ~ i o u l d  f i n d  them gui l t :~,  is that 

(- 17 

18 
1 

1 19 

c o r r e c t ?  

- MRS. BLAND: Yes, sir. 

?lR. FERGUSOfl: And i f  t h e  s t a t e  d i d n ' t  do t h a t ,  :'nu 

20 

- 
21 

4 -22 

4 
-! - 23 

wouldn't  h e s i t a t e  t o  f i n d  them no t  g u i l t y ?  

MRS. BLAND: Y e s ,  sir. 
- 

i 1 ~ .  FERGUSOIJ: Mould you have any reason t o  be f e a r f u l  

fir anything at a l l  if you found the defendants no t  g u i l t y ,  'hs. 

- 24 I 
1 - 25 : * .l 
1 -- 

! 

- - .  
e land? 

- _ - -  - . - - - 
MRS. BLAND: NO, sir;. 

-_ _L___-- 

_ -. 

--- -- -- - - - 
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i 
4 11 nF and yrould ren~lirr? sane l i t t l e  t i p s ,  so  We a r e  yoinn +P I d )  '- , A 

i 

1 e 2 

I - -  - - -  
A 

recess a t  t h i s  t i n e .  M t  re  r s - ea t  thr? aclnonit ion i hnvo y i * r ? r .  

I 3 

4 
I 

t~ a l l  of you on the jur.7 panel. 90 n o t  seek to i~forn :Tour-- 

selves ahout  thcsr? cases $1~ v c l n s  ot '7.e~ th?n  'lere in tile CI,' -'- 
i 
1 5 

6 

7 

8 

roon.  Do n o t  talk t o  pconle  s:2out then. D o  n o t  n e r r . i t  ot.1:- 

- ?en?le t o  tall: t o  you a!,out tile case?. ' b i n t a i n  ar. nn-:, . ' 
aSout  t ? ~ e  whole natter s o  t h a t  you w i l l  he i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  

serve a; an unprejudiced and unbiased j u r o r ,  and he i n f l u e n c ( ~ l l  

- 9 

- 10 

11 

comend n o t  on ly  t h e  j u r o r s  

onqly by t h e  law and t h e  evidence.  R e m i n  i n  a p 0 3 i t i o n  wher= 

you can perform your  du ty  hones t ly  and s i n c e r e l y  , and do n c t  

pe rmi t  any o t h e r  f a c t o r s  t o  come t o  your  a t t e n t i o n  - ~ i l l i a n l - ~  

i 12 

13 

b u t  those ;-rho have been i n  a t t e n -  

u n t i l  it be d e t e r n i n e d  whether o r  not you w i l l  be se lcc ta3 

f i n a l l y  a s  a m e r h e r  of t h e  ju ry .  I w i l l  s a y  t h i s :  I want t c  

15 '11 dance i n  c o u r t  h e r e ,  t h e  audience ,  f o r  t h e  c o u r t e s y  and t h e  

II conduct ,  your  conduct  he re ,  t h a t  has been d i sp l ayed  t h u s  far i n  I 
t h e s e  c a s e s .  I hope and b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h a t  o r d e r l y  conduct  xi11 I 
cont inue .  M r .  S h e r i f f ,  t a k e  a r e c e s s  ::ntil n ine - th i r t l r  tonorroj l  

. . 
morning. 

(COURT IS PSCESSED FOR THE DAY. FOLLOt7ING THE RECZSS I 
- 21 11 OF COURT, THE TESTIMONY OF GEORGE VALLENDER WAS TAKEN BY STIPU- I 

24 AS EVIDENCE DURING TIIE COURSE OF TIIE T R I A L ,  AS SAID WITNESS 

25 170ULD MOT BE AVAILABLE LATER. TIiIS T~STIMONY tJAS MOT REQUJ:STI;D 

MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
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I 

Tc) 3 E  TMNSCRIDCD AS A PART OF TIIIS RECORD NO!*: C E I N G  TPANSC':II:;::).) 

I 4 / /  TABLE. THE SPECIAL VENIRE SUMIIOPIED 15 CALLED TO OETER!InI  
! 

-.qq 
30 J 

i 

J U 5 K  0, 1372: 
(DEFENDATITS IN CUSTODY TL3E;E TFEIR SEATS IN OPEN COUST.) 

I (MR. RICNAQD STANLEY IS WITH MR. STROUD AT COUNSET, 

! 

i 
? 

5 

6 

THOSE PRESENT AND THOSE EXCUSED RY THl? COURT, I F  ANY.) 

THE COURT: All right, qentleraen, you map proceed. 

7 

8 

9 

( 10 

11 

12 

13 r 
14 

I 15 

questioned already? I 

MR. FERGUSON: Thank you, your Honor. Just one minute, 

 lease. I believe you were the last person I talked to yester- 

dak, Mrs. Bland, is that right? 

MRS. BLAND: Yes, sir. 

THE COURT: Gentlemen, will you anproach the bench 

just a minute before w e  proceed. 

(COUNSEL CONFER WITH THE COURT AT THE BENCII.) 

MR. FERGUSON: Naw, then, I take it that all of those 

persons that I questioned on yesterday or - yes, I believe on 
16 

c 17 

18 

20 11 (NO -W,SPONSE OTHERI+7ISE FROY THE JURY.) I 

I 

yesterday I questioned everybody yesterday; all of you still 

feel that you can be fair and impartial in the trial of this 

case, do I understand that to be correct, all of those whom I've 

MR. FERGUSON: All right. There are two members of 
. . 

22 11 the jury panel now, I believenthat I've not addressed questions I 
, 23 / /  to before. I'm referrins to Mr. Devane,and to you, *-frs. I - - - -  -- - - 
-24 11 Uttke. The questions I'm about to ask -now are addressed to I - .  

1 ( 
i 

25.11 t h e  two of you. - I'm gdinj to ask you both some questions I 
- -  - 

MRS. SYLV~A P. EDWARDS 
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER 

WHIT EVILLE. NORTH C A R O L I N A  28479 



2 11 individually. And you've heard me exnlain before what the aur- 

I 

3 11 pose of my questianinq is, and I hope you will understand that I 

1 together riqht now, and a few moments later I will question vou 384 

any of the persons on trial here, the ten younq men and the I 
4 

6 11 younu lady seated at the table here; do either oi vou know a n  I 

and acce~t it in that liqht. First of all, do any of you k n o ~ r  

7 1) of these folks? I 

lo 11 you know Mr. Ballance? I 

8 

9 

l1 II (NO RESPONSE. ) I 

(NO RESPONSE ) 
.r 

MR. FERGUSON: I take it you all.donwt know me. Do . 

l2 11 FERGUSON; Or Mr. Harmon? Mr. Harmon has been I 

15 11 of New Bern, North ~arolina? I 

13 

14 

here. He has had to be absent at some times because d other 
that he had 

pressina business/, but do either of you know i4r. John Hamon, 

1 11 lance, Mr. Harmon, and T represent the ten younn men on t r i a l  I 

(NO RESPONSE. ) 

MR. FERGUSON: Now, do you understand that Nr. Bal- 

19 11 here. The qentleman representing the young lad" is Mr. I 

A .  

20 11 Mathais Hunoval: he practices law in lilminqton, North Carolina. 1 
- - - -  - - ,  - .  

21.11 Do you know him? I - .  

22 

23 

24 
. . 

25 
d 

.-. - 
~. 

. - . - - . .. - . 

(NO RESPONSE. ) 
- - .  - - . . - - -  - - . . - _ - - - _ 

MR. FERGUSON: We have another gentleman at the table  
. . - - - 

. . - - -  . ,  - - -  - .  . 

here who was not here earlier in the week, but who is a member 
- - - -  . -  - - - -  . - - .  - .  . . -  - - - -  - - * -  

of the ~ r o ~ e ~ ~ t ~ r ~ ~  ~tiff for-this district. Itn referrino to 
. 

.- - .- .- -- - --. - . - - 

. .. * - 
MRS.  SYLVIA P.' EDWARDS 
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the younq man seated immediately co r'lr L A ~ A A ~  -- - - - -  

2 his name is Jerry Stanley - I'm sorry - Richard Stanley. N o v ~ ,  ' I1 I 
he is one of the assistant prosecutors of this district. Do 1 

of Wil- I 

4 

5 

6 

any of you know Mr. Stanlev? 

(NO RESPONSE. ) 

MR. FERGUBON: And the gentleman on the end of the 

7 

8 

9 

table in the brown suit is Mr. James T. Stroud, Jr., 

minqton, North Carolina, and he is prosecutinq the case. Do 

you know him? 

10 

11 

12 

13 

(NO RESPONSE. ) 

MR. FERGUSOI?: Or, neither of you know him. I think 

I had better just ask g ~ u  if you know any of the names of these 

witnesses tfe called: you may not have heard them; sometines it's 

14 

r 

15 

19 1) North Carolina? 

hard to hear in this court room when you are back there. I'm 

'going to call foryou now a list of prospective witnesses for 

16 

17 

I8 

MR. FERGUSON: Jerome Mitchell? He is also from 

the state, and if you know any of these people I'd like for you 

- .  
just to raise your hand if I call a name that you know. Allen 

Hall; he's a young man, a young black man, from Wilmington, 

11 who owns the grocery store j 

i: 

22 

23 

24 

--- __ 

M R S .  SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
O r l l C I A L  SUPLRIOR COURT REPORTER 
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(NO RESPONSE. ) 

b1R. FERGUSON: Mr. Mike Poulas? He is the gentleman 
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(NO RESPONSE. ) 

MR. FERGUSON: Father Jones, of Wilmington? 

1 

(NO RESPONSE. ) 

MR. FERGUSOP?: Assistant Chief Glisson, of the  T,.7i l~inn t 

on February the 6th? 

6 l(ton Fire De~artment? I 

386 

(NO RESPONSE. ) 

MR. FEXUSON: Tonv Villiarns, a votlno man from Wil- 

7 

8 

9 

12 11 mington? I 

(NO RESPONSE. 1. 

IhlR.. FERGUSON: Patrolman Chips and Sgt. Bloonan, of 

th; Wilmington Police Department? 

(NO RESPONSE. ) 

MR. FERGUSON: . I4erton f?eirs, V?-e-i-r-s? Do vou knot? 

15 11 him, either one of you? I 
l6 11 (NO RESPONSE . ) I 

MR. FERGUSON: Sgt. Hobbs; Lt. Lewis, Detective 

Fxedlaw - excuse me. 
MRS. UTTKE: I know Sgt. Hobbs. 

MR. FERGUSON: You know Sgt. Hobhs. All riqht. Yes, 

ma'am: Mrs. ~ m i f h ,  is it? - - 
- - 

MRS.-SMITH: I know Detective Fredlaw. 

MR. FERGUSON: You know Detective Fredlaw? 

1 MRS. SMITH.:- - That '.s right , . . . . 
. _ _ _.._ - - - -  - - - - -. - . -. - - 

'- . -- - ~ 

- - --- - - -- _-__-_ - .- - - - - . . . - . . _ _ 
_-  __- _ _ _ _- -- - 

_ - ---- -- - 
_-I---- - MRS SYLVIA P EDWARDS 
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(NO RESPOEJSC. ) 

MR. FERGUSOM: John Green, of Wilmington? 

I 

1 MR. FERGUSON: M r .  Huqh Jones, of Wilmington? 

4 

5 

Carolina? 

(NO FESPONSE . ) 
MR. FERGUSON: Neither of you a~ familiar with these 

386  

(NO FSSPONSE. ) 

MR. FERC,USON: tlrs. Steohanie Green, of Wilminqton? 

6 

7 

8 

9 

l3 I1 persons. Have you heard or read anythinq at all. about t h i s  
' 

(NO RESPONSE. ) 

MR. FERGUSOW: Mrs. Minnie Ilonroe, of Wilminqton? 

(NO RESPOIJSE . ) 
J 

MR. FEXUSON: The Rev. Leon White, of Raleigh, Yorth 

(RESPOIJSE. ) 

MR. FERGUSON: You have, Mrs. Uttke? 

(- ' l7 11 MRS. UTTKE: Y e s .  I 
l8 I/ MR. FERGUSON: Mr. Devane, you haven't seen anythinq 

about it in the papers or heard anything at all about it in the 

news? 

MR. DEVANE: No, sir. The only thing I have heard 

about it was just some sketches of it around the job and places 

in passingit0 gather enough of it to get an outline of what 

happened, I couldn!t say that I did, 

? 
t 25 11 MR. FERGUSON: -1 see, sir. Have either one of you I 

- .. - - -  . . 
.- - . -  - - ~ - .. -- 
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(RESP013SE. ) 

/ MR. FERGUSON: You have, Mr. Devane; when tras that? 

served on a jury before? 

4 MR. DEVANE: I've been serving on the jury for the 

3 8 3  

~ a s t  thirtv years. 

MR. FERGUSON: Is that right? 

.MR. DEVANE: Yes, sir. Served on both civil and 

criminal cases several times. 

9 MR. FERGUSON: I see. laen was the last time you I 
served on a jury, Mr. Devane? 

MR. DEVANE: L966, I believe, was the last tine. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do you recall whether that was a 

criminal or a civil? 

FIR. DEVANE: Right off-hand, I don't recall just 

which it was. 

MR. FERGUSON: But you have served on several criminal 

terns? 

MR. DEVLYE: Yes ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: This is your first jury experience, I Mrs. uttke? I 
MRS. UTTKE: Yes. 

MR. FERGUSON: Has either of you ever appeared as a 

witness for the state in the trial of a criminal case before? I 
(NO RESPONSE. ) I I 

MR. FERGUSON: Now, just generally speakins, the both I 
MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
OFFICIAL SUPERIOR COURT REPORTER 

WHITEVILLL. NORTH CAROLINA 20472 . 



39(  

b .  

I r 

I 
1 

C 2 

'& 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
I 
I 9 

lo 

I 11 

12 

13 

I 14 

15 

16 

c 17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 - - 

25 
\ 

-- ___ 

of you have been i n  t h e  c o u r t  room s i n c e  Mondav, i s  t h a t  correct ' '  
a 

MR. DEVArlR: Y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FEQGUSON: And v d v e  heard a l o t  o i p u e s t i o n s  t h a t  

have been asked here  by Flr. Stroud and Y r .  Funoval and mvself .  

D o  you know of anythinn r i q h t  now - and I ' l l  have t o  remind vou 

of what some of t h e  ques t ions  were a l i t t l e  l a t e r  - b u t  do vou 

know of anythinq risht now which would prevent  vou from s e r ~ r i n n  

on t h i s  jury  and being comnletelv f a i r  and open-minded about i t ?  

.r 
MR. DEVANE: Nothing i n  t h e  world. I have alwavs 

f e l t  j u s t  t h a t  way i n  jury duty.  

?19. FERGUSON: v e s ,  sir. M r s .  Uttke? 

XRS. UTTKE: W e l l ,  I ' v e  j u s t  heard d i f f e r e n t  th inns  

i n  my work from d i f f e r e n t  people who were c l o s e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  

!like, so t h a t  may have some bnarinq on my f e e l i n o s .  

. MR. FERGUSON: I see. You know people who were r e -  

l a t e d  t o  t h e  man who owned t h e  grocery s t o r e  and they have 

d iscussed  t h e  case  i n  your presence and you th ink  t h a t  rniqht 

in f luence  your v e r d i c t  i n  t h i s  case? 

MQS. UTTKE: Y e s ,  sir. 

I4R. IERGUSON: A l l  r i g h t .  I apprec ia te  vour honesty 

and openness about t h e  m a t t e r ,  Mrs. Uttke. If your Honor p l r a s e .  

w e  submit t h e  j u r o r  for cause._ - - - - .  

_ _  _ .  _ _  THE COURT: Y e s ,  ma'am. You may 9e + excused. 

CLERIC;- -Armenious Pigford (?flIITE) . 
MR.. FFRGUSON: M K ,  Pigford ,  do- you k n ~ w .  any. of t h e  - - 

- - -- - - - 
- . - - _ - --- . - --- - 

M R S .  SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
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~ I R .  PIGFORD: yes, sir. I 

yonr verdict in this case? 

MR. PIGFORD: I'm afraid it would, y e s ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: I appreciate your honest?, Mr. pinford. 

Honor, w e  submit the juror for cause.. 

THE COURT: You may be excused. 

CLYRR: Durvrood Swinson (V7HIT"I) . 
MR. FERGUSON: DO YOU know any of these folks, :!r. 

3 

4 

5 

13 \I Swinson? I 

now? 

MR. PIGFORD: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGIJSON: DO YOU think that oninion m i o h t  inFlu- 

MR. SWINSON: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: None of the defendant and none of t'le 

MR. SWINSON: yesr sir. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

MR. FERGUSON: Do you know anything about the case? 

F4R. SWINSON: Nor sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do you understand what the charqes are 

here; they have been read out a couple of times and I've ren- 

tioned them a couple of t i m q  do you know what they are? 

1 MR. SNINSON: Yes, sir. 

. _. _." - -- - -- - - - -  - - 
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24 

25 

MR. FERGUSON: Have you read about them? 

- -- - MR. SWINSON: Yes, sir. 



---.- 

ence your verdict? 

17 MR. SWINSON: It sure would. 

18 MR. FERGUSON: Thank you, sir. We submit the juror 

I 19 

i 20 

i 21. 

22 

23 

24 

.d 25 

- 

for  cause, your Honor. Just one moment. We submit the j ~ ~ t o r  

. . 
for case, your Honor. 

THE COURT: I beg your pardon; I didn't understand you. 

. MR. FERGUSON: Be submit the juror for cause. I don't 

have any further questions. 

THE COURT: Mr. Swinson, you say you have heard 

opinions exwressed by others and you have expressed opinions 

M R S .  SYLVIA P. EDWARDS 
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I / / y o u r s e l f ,  and 

C 2 l lence any verdict you would render  i f  you were selected. Exnlain 

that you have a ~ r e s e n t  opinion which might i n f l u -  

3 1 t h a t  none, sir? , You say you do n o t  know any of these defendants  1 

394 

1 1  MR. SVINSOPJ: No, sir, only t h e  names they  hail on I 
11 television and i n  the newspaver. I 
I1 THE COURT: W e l l ,  oninions which you have heard Fro? 

7 I lothers  o r  onin ions  which you have e m r e s s e d ,  were t h e y  d i r e c t l v  

8 11 r e l a t e d  t o  these defendants  o r  any of them o r  just i n  qeneral? I 
MR. SWINSOT?: They were r e l a t e d  t o  a couple of  thel~... 

lo 11 THE COURT: These defendants  who are charged here? I 
l1 II MR. SS~INSON: Y e s ,  sir. 

l2 I1 THE COURT: You have been honest w i t h  u s ,  and this i s  I 

THE COURT: ~ l l  r i g h t .  You m a y  he excused. I 

13 r 14 

CLERK: ~ a n n i e  Jones (BLACK). I 

not f o r  t h e  purpose of simply being excused from jur:? service? 

MR. SWINSON: I ' m  just being honest ,  your Honor. 

MR. FERGUSON: M r s .  Jones,  you've been i n  c o u r t  since 

: l8 11 Monday, i s  that correct? I 
19 I1 MRS. JONES: yes ,  sir. I - .  

20 MR. FERGUSON: You heard the charqes read o u t  and vou I 
21 , 

- - . - .  . - .. NRS. JONES: - {NO. . .- ANSWER HEARD, ) . - ..- - - - - .. - - . - -  - - . . . 
- - -  I 

heard t h e  defendants  a l l  plead not  quilty, did you not?  

22 

23 

24 - 

I I 

._ - -  .. - - -- - -  - 
. - . . . .- . - 

..- __ .- . __-_ __-.- - . ------- -- - .. . - .. 

MRS. SYLVIA P. EDWARDS I 

MRS. JONES: Yes, sir. - 

. . MR. FERGUSON: So t h a t  you understand what the charqe 

are here? ----- - - . .  ---- . - - -  . - . -  - - 
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II t r i a l  or t h i s  young lady on t r i a l  here? 

MRS. J ,OMES:  N o ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: You don ' t  know any. D o  you know m e ?  

395 1 

MRS. J O N E S :  N o ,  sir. 

YR. FERGUSON: D o  you know M r .  B a l l a n c e ?  

MRS. JONES:  N o ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: D o .  you kno~q M r .  John H a r m o n ,  w h o  bras 

MR. FERGUSON: D o  you know any of t h e s e  young m e n  on 

.r 

seated here yesterday? 

MRS. J O N E S :  N o ,  sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: DO you know ?Zr. H u n o v a l ,  who represents 

M r s .  Shepard? 

MRS. JONES: NO, sir- 

t h a t  I j u s t  read out ,  t h e  ones who m i g h t  t e s t i f y  fo r  t h e  s ta te  I 

MR. FERGUSON: D o  you k n o w  M r .  Stroud? 

MRS. J O N E S :  NO, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: C o u l d  you hear t h e  l i s t  of wi tnesses  

and the  ones who m i g h t  t e s t i f y  f o r  the  defendants? 

MRS. J O N E S :  Yes, sir. 

). 

MR. FERGUSON: D i d  you hear aal of those n a m e s ?  

MRS. JONES: Yes, sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: D i d  you know any of those persons? 

25 

- - 
3 

, 
1 

. -.- 

MRS. J O N E S :  N o ,  sir. 
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MRS. JONES: I seen  somethino about it on T.V. 

1 
"P . - 

2 

MR. FERGUSON: Now, have you heard o r  read any thin^ 

a t  a l l  about t h e  cases?  

II MRS. JONES: lJor s ir .  

4 

5 

II MR. FERGUSON: . 

MR. FERGUSON: You have seen something about it on 

T.V.; have you heard anybody t a l k  about i t ?  

Have you talked about  it ~ r o u r s e l f ?  

8 MRS. JONES: Nor sir. 1 

MRS. JONES: ?Jot sir. 

MR. FERGUSON: YOU a r e  open-minded about it r i g h t  

9 

10 

13 11 now? 
I 

.7 MR. FERGUSON: Do you have any opinion about  t h e  case 

one way o r  t h e  o t h e r ?  

MRS. JONES: Y e  sir. 

15 

16 

II and being completely f a i r  and impartial about  t h i s  case? 

MR. FERGUSON: NOW, j u s t  l e t  m e  ask you genera l ly :  

You have been h e r e  s i n c e  Monday and you heard a lot of t h e  

c 1 

18 

20 11 rms. JONES: NO? sir. I 

ques t ions  which were asked by a t t o r n e y s  for a l l  s i d e s  here ;  do 

you know of anything now which would prevent  you from se rv ing  
. .... 

24 I I Devane i n d i v i d u a l l y  s i n c e  1 haven ' t  t a l k e d  wi th  you before.  

21 

22 

23 

25 11 M r .  Devane, how long nave you been a r e s i d e n t  of Pender County? I 

MR. FERGUSON: A l l  r i g h t .  Now, I j u s t  wanted t o  ask 

t hose  genera l  ques t ions  of you: I'm going t o  ask you a few 

more ques t ions  i n  a moment, h u t  I want t o  ques t ion  you and Elr. 

-.... ----- - 
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MR. FERGUSON: And where did you live prior to that 

--. 

1 MR. DEVANE: mound 23 years. 

6 I1 MR. DEVANE: yes, sir. I 

3 

4 

5 

MR. FERGUSON: Children? 

MR. DEVANE: I married a widow, and I raised one 

time? 

1tlR. DEVANE: I lived in Bladen County. 

MR. FERGUSON: W e  you married? 

i 9 

i '  10 

11 

1 12 

.< 

step-son. 

MR. FERGUSON: All right. What kind of work do yoll 

do, Mr. Devane? 

MR. DEVANE: I work at the boiler plant in !?ilmincrton 
1 

i 13 

I ( 
14 

15 

16 

( ' 17 

18 

in the day time, and farm a little at night. 

PlR. FERGUSON: That keeps you going about all day and 

all night, then, doesn't it? What's the name of that boiler 

plant over there in Wilmington that you work with? 

MR. DEVANE: Babcock and Wilcox. 

MR. FERGUSON: How long have you been working over 

19 

20 

21 

22 

at Babcock and IJilcox? 

MR. DEVANE: Well, I've been there apwroximately 

ten years. 

MR. FERGUSON: Were you working there in February, of 

23 

24 

25 

- -- - 

', , . 

. - 

'713 
- .  

MR. DEVANE: Yes, sir. 
. ..- - : - + - * - MR. FERGUSON: &at k i i d  of work do YOU 30 over there, 

_ _  ______ _ __________ ___ ___ _ _ _  ____ - - __ _________________ __ _ _  - 
. . 
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- - - - 

Mr. Devane? 

MR. DEVANE: Weldinq. 

MR. FERGUSON: IVeldina. Does your wife work oixtsidc 

the home? 

MR. DEVANE: No, sir. 

MR. FERGUSOM: Was there anv talk over at the n l n n t  

where you work about any of these defendants or anv of these 

cases? 
.r 

MR. DEVAITE: Well, during the time of the disturhance, 

naturally everytime you would go by the water fountain or some- 

thinq ttou would ston and listen and hear some rer?.arks made cnr! 

wav or the other about it. 

FERGUSON: It seemed to be a n o i n t  o f  aeneral 

discussion there at the nlant fluring that geriod of tine? 

MR. DEVANE: Well, at times it did. The sunervisors 

would get around and they would say a lit8.e about it, and hefore 

the day was out there would be somebody else standing around 

discussing it. But there was. Like the work I was doing ,  bein! 

the only operator on that machine and being over t o  myself, I 

had very little occasion to deal with anybody or have d i s c u s -  

sions with anybody durinq that time. 

MR. -FERGUSON: I 3e6. Did you have occasion to hear 

what the discussions were a l l  about from time to time? 
no, 

E V A :  Well,/X didn't have that much time. If 

I waat to eet -a -drink o f  wdfer 'and 'stood arciund there too l o n ~  

.- - -  - -- _ __ __ _._-I_ _ _ _ _ _ _ --__ _ _  - 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

t a l k i n a  toqe the r  o r  w e r e  they  i n  arouns? 

MR. DEVANE: A l l  t oqe the r .  

MR. FERGUSON: During t h a t  per iod  of t i m e  do you re- 

c a l l  hear ing  t h e  name o r  names of any of these defendants? 

MR. DEVAME: 1 0 ,  sir. I j u s t  heard t h e  boys kic?rlina 

one another  back and f o r t h  about it is  t h e  b igges t  I can renen- 

boss 

and t h e  machine was s tandinq  i d l e ,  tha/man would be around want- 

i n a  t o  know what was o o i n ~  on, and I could l o s e  rnV job. 

FIR. FERGUSON: A l l  r i q h t .  D i d  t h e  boss man t a l k  

about it anlr? 
. 

FIR. DEVANE: I never heard him r e n t i o n  it one waTr or  

6 

7 

t h e  o the r .  

MR. WRGUSON: Were most of t h e s e  pasons who were I 

C 
17 

I 18 

I 19 

I 20 

I 
I 21 - 
I , 22 

1 23 1 
I 
I 24 
i 

25 I 

I 
- _ _  - -- - -  

her about  them d i scuss ing  it. 

MR. FERGUSON: Do they  s t i l l  d i s c u s s  it on the job 

t h e r e  from time to time? 

MR. DEVANE: W e l l ,  every now and then  they  w i l l  tease 

each o t h e r  around j u s t  l i k e  a bunch of people w i l l  do,  b u t  y e t  

they  g e t  a long mighty w e l l  t oge the r  down the re .  

- -  - MR. FERGUSON: A l l  r i g h t ,  sir. What I'm t r y i n g  t o  
- 

f i n d  o u t  now, do-they sometimes - - now d i s c u s s  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  t h e s e  

tr ial-s-. .-.-. .- - -- . - - -  . - - - - -  - -  - - - -  - - -  - - - - .--- . - - - - -  - - - - -. 

_ __ _ _ - 
. _  - ____- _ .  - - 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

9 MR. DEVAME: NO, sir. YOU can put that in t h e  class I 

particular 
YR. DEVANF,: Mot these/cases. They may, just like 

around a hunch l i k e  that, thev w i l l  he teasing one another. 

There's very little about one particular case that I heard dis- 

cussed, hut...... 

FIR. FERGIJSON: Rut trou have heard some discussion? 

6 

7 

8 

4 0 9  

MR. DRVAPIE: I've hearcl them discussinq on that, nr,-I. 

MR. FERGUSOIJ: Did any of those discussions leak? anvr 

im~ression in your mind about these cases? 

12 11 me. When I go there, I go there to do my job, and I carry a I 

9 '  

*\ 10 

11 

la 11 reputation for well performing ny duty. 

v 

of people who don't do much when they go on the job and stan2 
4 

around and tease one another. Naturallv, thev didn't i~nress 

MR. FERGUSON: I see. Let ne ask you this, Yr. Devane 

Do you feel that these young men and this young lady have been I 
16 

17 

20 11 they are. I always give them a fair o~inion until that hannens. I 

brought in h e r e  and charged with these offenses, do you think 
they are quilty 

that is some indication/of some wrong-doing or guilty of sane 

18 

19 

. . .  

MR. FERGUSON: Right now you presume all of them to 
. - i '  I 

offense? 

MR. DEVIVLIE: !\Jell, no, not until somebody can nrove 

- .  - . -  --MR. FERGUSON: Suppose noae of them-took the witness I 

22 

23 

be innocent? - .  . . , - 

MR. DEVANE: That's right. 
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-stand in this case; would you hold that against them? 
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