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church 6n Friday nigﬁt, and the only thing he said about
Marvin Patrick was that he got shot on Friday night. Hadn't
said a word abbut them going anywhere, doing anythiﬁg. That
i1s all ﬂe said about them in that statement. You heard me
ask him about it. |

Just go ahead and sizn something now so we'll
know you were with them. Don't worry about the facts. We'll
pgive them to you later on. Yﬁu can come up with «mmething
later. The samﬁkhing with Allen Hall; Give him one of them
sign ahd oive facts later statement. ;

He comes in here and photographicaily.describes to
you how Joe ¥right was out here. Everybody else had one gun,
but Joe YWright had a shotgun and a pistol with a jacket on
that shined in the back with some bullets on it, with bullet
stéinéd on it. That is Joe vright.

In that statement he didn't say 2 single thing
about Joe Wright having a pun. Ee comes in here and tplls'
you how Reginald Epps was up in the loft on Friday night,
and he handed him a drink of water.

See, Allen Hall is everyvhere. He's mot to hand
the maﬁ a drink of water in the loft to make sure he is

up there. See? I don't understand 1t, 1adies and gentlemen.
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Here is a man who claims to know everythine about every-
thing that happened and he sipned a statement that doesn't
have any evidence. He siens a statement can't even tell

you where he was, SO he SaVs, »ut he can tell where every-
body else was3. This is the context 1n which this case wasS

put tosmether, photorraphs and pictures, papers and books

5]

and diagrams. That 1s wirat this case 1s 2all shout in putting
it togzether.

Now 6? this time the State has its tﬁo chief
witnesses. They rot the maiman who is going to charge at
the-lawyers if they‘ask hin too many questions. He 13 recady,
‘and they have got the rurderer who 1s sO cool that he roes
to reform schocl on vacation. They have got both of them
together and ready to testify,

Isn't it stranege, ladies and rentlemen, that both
Mitchell and u%ll sit here and tell you there were seventy-
five to a hundred peovle 1in church on Friday ninnt and some-
thine like that number in the church on Saturday nicht, and
when the State pets recady to get 1its witnesses to testify
they start emntylng out Cherry Hospital? Just go up there
and em?ty out Cherrv liosnital to ret some witnesses.

| So they decided that emptying out Cherry Hospital

wasn't enoueh. So in May they %o on nant Cherry Hospital
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and go all the way up‘to Rocky Mount. Now they are goling
to empty out the training school. And up pops 1itt1e
Mouse. Little Motor Mouse. Just a cute 11ttle fellow, just
as quicP and smart as any yﬁu'll ever goling to find.“

So they went up there and talked to Motor Mouse,

A-,énd two wéeks later 1little Motor Mouse 1s out of training

school and back in Hilmingten= Two weeks after that Motor

"Mouse 13 neeting with Jay.Stroud, Dale Johnson and Brown out

’ at the Holiday Inn 1n Wilmington. Little Motor Mouse has

.arrived. Now he 15 at the Holiday Inn 1n Wilmington talking

s

. with the Solicitor and Mp. Brown and Mr. Johnson, the man

| who put him 1n the reform school. Mr. Brown don t live 1n-

Fl

the Holiday Inn. Mrs. Brown don‘t 1ive in the Hollday Inn.

All of them are talkirr to Motor llouse, and low

: and beho’d what have they got with them.‘ The picture:ghow.

-

The:ﬁieture-showi Got to Dut on a picture show for little

vMoEor'Mbuse._ Got to pet Motor Mouoe ready. They had already

taken pictures up to Rock" Mount. That must have been some
real interestinv pictures, ladies and ?entlemen, but I swear
they show him'plctures of everybody they could find. Motor

Mouse, Mitchell and Hall. Ewptylng out the jfails, the prisons,

get

(o]

the mental institutions and the training school. Got ¢

some witnesses here, got to try the casec. We have got the

r~



‘through his gymnastics on the stand.

hotographs. We have got the bullets. We have got the

bandages, we've pot the paper, we've got the shotgun

~shells and the bullets. All we need 1s some witnesses.

. We know Hall is woino to come in here and say Ben Chavis

told them little children how to shoot so they shot up the

_inéide of the church. So we need Motor lMouse to show there

. was little children in that church. See?

So they nad them a11 together. They got Rall.

: They got Mitchell and they got Notor Mouse ready to come

to try this case.
Now when they called out the 1ist of witnesses to

you at the outset of this trial they must have had some

,vdoubt about Motor Mouse. He must not have been ready. They

never told you that Motor !ouse was coming in here. They

fnever a ked "ou 1f you knew Motor House. We never got a

chance to ask you if you knew Motor Mouse. (ot Motor Mouse
in a trick bag, pulled him out of a hat just like a rabbit.

Get ready for him when you need him. After Qverything had

‘beén presented you heard from Hall. You've seen him go

You heard from Mitchell. He told you about the

nice vacation he had up at the training school. He mot a
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. show this pleture to the Jury. : . : ' o _:;;

little tired of it 80 he escaped. You heard from hlm.
You had even heard from one of the defendants and

ate reaches back in its trick bag and up pops ' o

Motor HMouse right on the stand. Motor Mouse is smart. He.

catches on quick. No ques tion about that. fay you would

"Who is that?"

Motor House aln't going to.say nothing unless he

| knOJp what he 1is doinz.' °P“ what you're talkin« about.

Hunevol asked him,v"Where did you go to Court be-

'for you went to traininr school, ovr did you go Lo training

" school béfore you Jent to Court?"

thing on !oto r Mouse. He got to be

a smart one. Here's rock a grown man eleven year old rock

a grown man, you saw how big he

way around, little Motor 'louse;

ling with police and solicitors.

before he was eleven years old.

is, liotor Mouse. Knows his
xnows what it 1s to be deal-
Motor louse already knew

He had lied to his grand-

’mana when ever he felt like that 1s “hat he ought to d4oj;

1ied to 3olice offlcer whenever he felt like that 1s what

he ought to do; lled to the store owners whenever they
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caught him stealing, been stealinp so long he can't even
" remember when he started; eleven year 0ld been lying so

long he doesn't know when he started, that eleven year old.

Wwhy did the State hide Motor Mouse. Did they

know that Motor Mouse had been lying since back before he

could remember? And was probably lying then? ‘T don't know

theoy didn't say

why , "Well totor Mouse 1s a potential

witness, ladies and gentlemen. Do any of you all Know

totor Mouse? Motor Mouse is a witness we might bring in

" here.. You-might ask the people if they know Motor Mouse."

. For some reason they must have thought they

weren't going to use lMotor Mouse, didn't need to use Motor

Mouse until at some point he panicked and reallzed that

Hall ‘and Mitéhell hal lied so much that nobody would be-

' iiev¢ éhem and two ilers wouldn't make it. You'd better

br;ng;ip a third»one. If three people tell the same lie,

maybe somebody 1s goinp to believe it, and thus Yotor

A RS i

Mouse. ' Better not get MMotor Mouse to sign a statement.
. . LI .

"He 1s a little young. We'll just show him the pictures

everytinme we see him. Allen Hall already met with him at

 the Hollday Inn and primed him, told him what happened,

what he was roing to say happened.

Why in the world dld Allen lall have to meet
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poing to tell you, "Well me necd to see if

: Mitcheli to see if he could 1dentify ¥Motor Mouse. Why didn

Motor Mouse at the lollday Inn? I mean why? They ain't

can 1dentify Hall or whether Hall identify Motor Mmouse."”

Hell they had pictures of everybody else. They had pictures

of people going to a funeral, pictures of people down at
City Kall. They had got pictures of everything. They have got
pictures of the c¢hurchy the church balcony, the church bath-

room, basement, everythlity you can think of they have rot

- a picture of,but I wouldn't be surprised 1if they tell you

- that they needed to take Motor Mouse 50 hz could identify

Hall.

Well Mitchell wasn't down there. They didn't take
they do that? I don't ¥now. I can't think of but one reason
Allen Hall and Motcs HMouse met at the Holiday Inn. That was
so Allen Hall and FHotor Mouse could get together under
circumstances satisfactory to Allen llall at the 4olidayv Inn.
That is the context in which this case is put together.

Everytime they talked to Motor Mouse they showed
him photographs. They showed him photosraphs the morning
befofe hé testifiéd; They showed him photographs this past
sunday. Little Motor ilouse, thirteen years o0ld, says he

knew everybody but they got to show him these photographs
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hey talk to him. Why? He doesn't need any
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photographs to 1dentify peonle he's been knowing for a
long time. Doesn't need that. But that is the context
{n which thils case€ was brourht 1into the Courtroom.

Mow here's Allen #all., He is familiar with every
crook, nook and cranny of that whole tw6 block area petween
seventh Street, wifth Street, Ann ctreet and Mun Street. And
now why? He told you why. They took him out there about
three weeks béforé this trial started. Wr. Stroud, Mr.
Johnson, Mr. Erown, ﬁr. whoever else 1t was, and Allen Hall.
Going oﬁt there to make sure he had 1t all together. Been
talking to him‘for a year now. He'd already signed a state-
ment back 1n rehruary. Got to take that extra step to make sure
t-at they are doing'it right. Don't want any mistakes aboutb
that. This 1s the context in which it was put together.

Allen Hall sat risht over tnere where Fr. Predlaw

and Mr. Brown are sitting now during this jury selection

it

aith

process. what in the world has Allen Hall pot to do

-

selecting a Jury, bﬁt he sat right there. what was that a
'way for Allen Hall to be sure that when ne stood up from
the stand he could say, n"Now that is Marvin patrick seated

in the back with the rust colored shirt trimmed in black
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nd the black pants. And that is ¥Wayne Moore seated next

to him with fhe purple Shirt trimmed in green with the rust
colored pants pn, anﬂ that is Jerry Jacobs seated o&er there
with the red green and black plaid shirt on and Connie Tyndall
is seated 1n ﬁhe yellow next to him and Joe
in thé.frsnt henévwith the maroon ﬁants and the light maroon
shirt, and that 1s Rev. Chavis over thefe dressed in the
clerical garb, and over here is Willie Vereen in the front
in prig% shirt}iaﬁd next to him James McXoy in the back and
over there on the end 1s Reginald Epps.”

That 1s reﬂlly impressive when Allen Hall stands

frer you had been sitting here in the room

looking at people for two weeks and after having viewed

s
o
[ d
0
M
o

are you

)

ohotoarapha everytime you turn around.
rFoine to say? Suppose sonebody called upon me now to
identify you. I could point you out 1 I wantea to if T
needed to. We have been here topether for five weeks.

I could say that 1is Ulr. Leland Jones back there and Mr.
Julian Wooten/i:ated next with the khaki colored shirt and
Miss Sue Murphy in front of him, and right next 1S Mr.Paul Yard,
and next to Mr. Ward 1s ¥Miss Simmons and she 1s the younf
lady seated right next to !rs. Cox, who has on the glack and

and blue shirt, and then right behind Mrs. Cox
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is Mp. Sutton, the gentlemen .., the pink colored shirt on,
and next to him to his right 1s Mrs. Wwilliams in the blue,
and right over on the other side of Mr. Sutton is Mr. Meredlith,

and right next to ™r. vepredith 1s Miss Day, Miss Agnes Day,

“and in front of her is Hr. MYenthe, and right next to him is

Mrs. Colvin iIn the blue, and we come up there and Mrs. Anders

and seated on the front to my left, and rinht next to her 1s

Mrs. Jacobs, and the gentlemen on the end %s Mr. Deal. Ain't

no big deal for a1l to stand up from the stand and tell

you who these people are seated here. Anybody can. They have

been here lonz enough. That is supposed to be impressive

wheﬁ he can look out there and look at all of them. He's
been looking at the pilctures for a year and telling lies all
the while. That is the context in which this whole case %as
put-together.

Now why was it put together in that fashion? BRe-
cause, ladies and gentlenmen, the prosecution made a judzment
1971, that the people in Gregory Conrreticnal
Church had to be blasted out, had to be potten out of there;
and they came there on February 8, 1971, that is Monday
morning, with what they call nolitely an A P C. An armored

personnel carrier T think they call it. That 15 the nice

)

P
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name for jt. It is nothing but a big round vehlcle that

_carries some soldiers with some gune in it. They were

read to try them, prosecute them, and sentence them, judre

| them and sentence them right there on Monday morning after

t‘_thev found them there. That 1nc1uded little Motor Houfe,

too, 1f he had been there.

On Webruarv.b, 1671, they were out there. Police

Vdecked out in flack vests. Soldiers ridiﬁg in an armored

Ll oy

l'”rlvehicle. Police all over the place. 'They are but there on
: e}February 8 Judgnents had already been made. Perhaps fhe
iflﬁi most notable who had been 1n the church as it turns out
| :according to their theory, was Ben Chav1s, and they started
_snapping photogranhs of him everywhere he went. If he went
.icbe eeeting they got a photograph. If he went to a funeral
v they'got a-photngaph. If he went to the bethroom they-migﬁt

‘ have some photographs of that. Fverywhere the man went they

rot ohotooraphs.

They had already decided what the case ¥as going

to be'ebout. It was just a matter of getting somebody to come

. in and say what it was. Why from those hundred people from

Gregory Conwretional Cnurch, do they end up with Motor Mouse?
Cute in a vay and very sad and pitiful i{n another armed

robbery at eleven yeara old or one breakinv and entering,



- took Allen nall.

‘an armed robvber &

R

| before that. 1It's kind of sad. It's kind of sad. It was

sad for me to see him sitting on this stand and telling you
that he had been lying ever since he could remember to his
grandmother who was raising him and lying ever since he

could remember to pollce and firemen and store owners. It

was very sad for me, ladies and gentlemen.

‘And T didn't see any point in taking little Motor

2

Mouse through the same kind of cross examination that we

could not do that to that little child,

'although I did feel that it was necessary to ask him some

-1
vne

ot

things about his backpround in oraer to re o you

_context “in which his testimony was given. It is very sad.

He was a very, very vulnerable 1ittle boy. It hurts me to

- see that he was used in the way that he was in this Court-

 room on this witness stand. But he was. He, if you ask

L.

- me, was the saddest of all of the witnesses ‘that was brought

in here by the State. But then the other two chlef witnesses

are'séd- nitiful young men with broken lives too.

. Jerome Mitchell, a murderer at sixteen - seventeen

Ltk

4~ 4
v Dh same agE. I gu

uppose truth and fustice

]

don't mean very much to him any more. le would come in here

just ascool and blow your heads off if he thousht you had
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‘church they come up with

somethine he needed just 1like he did that store owner

down there. Very sad, pitiful young man with a broken

‘bl
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All of the people who say Allen Hall was in the

Motor Mouse and Jerome Mitchell,

two very vulnerable young men, iery very sad lives, very

pitiful, very sorry. And even Allen Hall himself, ladi

and gentlemen, is a very pitiful,‘pitiful soul. I felt

- more sorry for him than anger at him when he charged from

the witness standvin the wav'thét he did. I realized then

' that here is a man with a very,fvery sick mind. Here is a

man subject to almost anything Here is-a man who we backed

into a corner; we caught in the vies of iz own lies would

wing elose to him. And then when

jump up and charpge a

I saw that which'was not the first time I had seen him, I

I} - A

realized that Allen Hall in a tight spot reacts just

.IY
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drowning man. He reaches out and just tries to pull down

_,anything that he can grab and take down with him, Just what-

ever is closé by he reaches out and grabs and pulls with him.
That is really, ladies and gentlemen, what happened to Allen
Hall back in May of 1971 and the times that followed, He

realized he was backed into a corner, and he started reaching
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- their lives can bhe reconst

out aﬁd pulline down anybody that he éould find just like
a drowning man. "If I could save mygéif,.I will. Vorry
about the others later.” |

Don't you find it sad,‘ladies and rentlemen, that
these are the kind of witnesses thatthé Staie has presented
to you in this case? Three men with'utterly.depraved lives,
utterly broken splirits, very veryuQulhéfable; and they were

.

all brought in here by the prosecution; put on the witness

stand to suppor

w

a case that they had already declded which

way it oupght to #o. I find that sad indeed, ladles and

gentlenen.

And althouph I know it was my responsibility, we
knew it was our responsibility to deal with them harshly if
need be in order to get at the truth, I don't think that
there 13 any question that I asked anyone of them that didn't

hurt me in a sense to see how sad and pitiful they were.

. Their lives will probably never agaln be any good to them—

selves or anyone. The pattern in which they are golna has
already been established. I hope that somewhere,some day

ucte that somewhere somebody

.
b <3
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will help little Motor Mouse find his way and realize that

| S 1.4 .
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armed robbery is not the way; that

P

not the way; that to come into Court and say things that ar=2
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not truc.1ls not the way.
I hope that somewhere along the line Allen Hall

will realize the error of his ways and be reconstructed.I hope

-~

éomcwhere along - the line Jerome Mitchell, as fallen as he

is, will show you, be able to-reconstruct his life, and do
something useful.

The likelihood of that happening 1s perhaps remote,
but perhaps all is not lost at thisvpoint. Wouldn't 1t seem

that out of all the persons they said wvere assembled there

‘they could bring in one decent witness, one believable wit-

ness? They haven't even done that. Now why? VWhy?

Let's look at thé rest of the State's case and see

‘ what it was. I always like to think back with you because

usually on jury selection the reason for the questions

generally come out “n the presentation of the evidence. Kow

you will recall I asked all of you whether or not you would

believe the police officers more quickly than you would other

persons in the trial of a case. Now if you look at the 40

" witnesses that the State brought in here and put on the stand,

LT3

12 of those U0 witnesses were civilians. All of the

onl
others were police and firemen. Why?
Ladies and mentlemen, they knew that never for one

minute would you believe what Allen Hall had to say. They




q
| ‘J”

i

knew that never for one minute would you belleve what
Jerome ¥itchell had to say. VThej knewlthat never for one
ou believe little Motor Mouse. So the‘idea
is to bring in somebody who may be believable and present
whatrthey had to sav in juxtoposition to what these other
pitiful souls had to say and perhaps somebody, somevhere
vould believeljt.. That was theAtheory and that 1z what
happened.

If Jeroﬁe Mitechell will say that on Friday night
he went down to Dock Street along with some other-boys and
shot at sohebody's house, then 1t makes him more believadle
to bring in ¥r., Smith, *r. Tred Smith, who was not a police

officer to say, "Yes, my house was shot into." And to have
tipr. Smith sit on the witness stand and identify three photo-
graphs.

This whole trial is about photosraphs showineg where
his house was sbot into and when you say, 'liouse. Louse =asS
shot into," like that, then you say, "My God, I have gmot to
believe Jerome HMitchell when he says he was down there‘with
someone doing it." A1l of that to make Jerome Mitchell more

believable.

They knew that ¥r. Smith's house had been shot into.

A,
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They knew that 1f Mr. Smith come in and'said-one.thing,
although he couldn't tell you a thing about "crome Mitchell,
if they say the same thing about ﬁhé house, then this means
that Jerome Mitchell must be telling the trgth about every-
thing else he sald. 1It's a simple matter ofliooking at a
report, seeing if MMr. Smith's house was shot.into and comninz

o
v

~ o ovdmrmA maadd Sl
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ving. |
I could r:ake a better witness in this case than
Jerome Mitchell, Allen Hall, Mctor Mouse, Just by looking
at the photograéhs I could weave together a story liike
something you have never heard before. ust by looking at

the pictures I could give you a whole lons story on every-

thing that happened on Thursday, "riday, Saturday, "tenday,

Tuesday, Jjust by looking at the plctures if I had a mind to

do so. It is not difficult to do. That is what that evidence

is 21l about.

If you can get some police officers te say that on

" Y Tyd e g A A
SLgay Niflae We Wwere aown at Pifth and Hun and some

a firebomb and then Allen Hall comes in and says on Friday

| night, "I was down at Fifth and MNun and I threw a firebomb

or som:body I was with threw a firebomb at the hcuse and it

4

went out; and we went back." That males Allen Hall a very

believable witness. He is saying the same thines the police
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i officers are sayling. So we have to got to believe him.

These police officers knew on Friday night what they saw.
Allen Hall talked with police. I am sure Mr. Stroud talked
with police on different occasions during this whole period

£ time that he was talking with Allen Hall countless times.

O

I am suggesting that they had to tell him everything he had

to say. Al o do is say, "Allen Hall, if you

A £

[

«
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£
£
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were there on Friday night didn't somebody go dowm and throw

'a firebomb at this house on Fifth and Nun Stree et, and didn't

you leave and go back doun to the church?”
nyes, sir; WMr. Stroud, that is what we did."
"pllen Hall, on Friday didn't three people throw
éomething at Mike's Grocery; & fipebomb? We found some
bottleé outside of the store. Do you rememher that happen-
ing on Friday night?" |
"Yes '

sir: Yr. Stroud.” "Yes, sir; Mr. Brown, T

we

’
rememﬁer that happening whenever I left the church and went
out there, that is when we threw those firebombs out there
and didn't one of them go into an upstalrs window and another
one in the downstairs. Yes, I believe that 1s the way it
ﬁappened because wbenever we threw them that is vhere they

went."
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You don't have to sit him down and say,
go to Court, say that somehody threw firebombs."
have to say, "Allen Hall, go to Court and say Den Chavis

taught you how to make firebombs Allen Hall, mo to Court

" and tell them about the people who were at the church.”

" I pbelieve he was there. As a matter of fact,

"I don't remember.”
"iet's see the‘pictures. was Joe Wright there?"_
"He was szt the Press Conference they had on Monday.
I believe he
had a gun. No,'he had two."

"and wasn't Ben Chavis there directine everything
whenever they had thesevpublic meetings?' Ren Chavls was
out front, wasn't he, there telling everybody else what to
do?"

"Xes, as a ﬁatter of fact, he was.”
in this

Anyone of you could have teen a witness

case Jjust Dby looking at the photographs and the exhibits and

the pictures and what-have-you if you had been of a mind to

do 5o. Anybody could have done that it was a very, very

§1mp1e matter.
Now maybe you feel, well, nerhans  that didn’t

really happen., DBut 1t could have. Remember you have rot
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to be convinced beyond a reasonable doubt. That 1is what
you have’got to do. Isn't it very easy to look at a

photograph and a picture in the newspapers Mrs. Decker?

"I am sorry, Mrs. Vatts, sitting there in her car talking

to police and firemen?
"Yes, I remember that because that was up the
street here, and we went .up there, and we were shootlng, and

'she came by there."

Have you noticed how everythina that boy said tied

'7right in with somethinp the police said or something some-

v body else had to say? Have you noticed tbat°

I mean why? - Why this perfect £1t? Allen Hall

says 1t. A police officer comes in and backs it up. Allen

" Hall says it. They find a civilian to come in and back 1t

Up; somebody who was shot. Something about the way this

£ bothers me

and T think

. going to bother you.

I don't see how you could feel
able doubt that it couldn't have haopened that way. I

wasn't there, and you weren't there. We don't really know.

The only one we had to tell us about 1t was Allen Hall.

You sce? That 1s what this case 1s all about. That is what

you pot to look at.



-3

bt
o

Then you say, "Why?
want to do that?"

ElLadies,and gentlemen, we talked about the way

1
A

7peoplé'could petrwrapped up in things sometimes. If those

'-ipolice were out there and they were fired upon they weren't

happy with 1t on Friday night or Saturday night. Those
firemen were out there putting out that fire at Mike's

Grocery in trvlng to put out that fire at those ladies‘

,\,'E

m'homes,~ They weren t happy 1f someone shot at then. That

I and that would be a reaction to anyone who did it or any-

| one who might have done it

You all heard about that: Neekenu- in ¥ilmington,.

 'Itvwas'w;1l known 1n‘this area of Wilmington, throuchout
"tﬁe cbuntrﬁ I:am éure. Aﬁ& yoﬁ can imagine the tremendous
pressures to cbnvictrsomebody of something because <11
- this shooting happened,vbecéuse this burning happened.
Somebody's éot to ﬁéy for that.r There was damage done to
. this man‘svstore;’fhese poor ﬁeoplcvhave lost thelr homes;

our pbiice and firemen have risked their lives; somebody's

PP e - - e - fe s
got to pay the most

" There théy sit. There they sit. Somebody connected
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with these marches downtown, somebody connected wlth

Grevory Conwretional Church is the cause of all of this.
Somebody s pot to pay. Perhaos we will never get every-
body, but we will get somebody. - - . et

And here you have nine young men ahd one young

- lady. The State will say, “Well why these’ Wwhy not some-

one else who was there?" X ' -

T can't answer that. 1 Wasn't there. When Allen

’”Hallllooked at those pfctégraphS'; "'t know why he picked

these particular pergong. Maybe they wgrezthe ones who
:showed up on some of the photographs downtown or these were
the ones who were put there, the ones they had photographs

of and that was the best they could do.

We know why Joe Yripht was at the Press Conference.
- Joe Wright was arouiid. He was there everywhere they had

a march. Pefhans they or Allen Hall xnew something about

Connie Tyndall that we don't know, and that is why him.
Perhaps they knew SOmeﬁhinm about Wayne Moore that we don't

know. And.that 15 why him., Or something about Marvin

.Patrick that we don't know, and that is why him.

Perhaps Allen Hall was 1n the church. Perhaps

1
1

he was not. Perhaps he did have a scuffle wit
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the gun. Maybe Chill didn't think Allen Hall ought to
be in the church with a gun. Maybe Allen Hall didn't 1l1lke

that. Maybe that is why Chili. I don't know.

Maybe Allen Hall had something against ¥Willie

Vereen that we don't know about. Or maybe there was some

(%]

‘unfortunate picture or some supggestive pleture of Jerry

Jacobs that we have never seen. We don't know what was in
those pilctures. VWe don't know what was shown Allen Hall.

We don't know what questions were asked him. We don't ¥now

" what responses he gave.

Perhaps something about James McKoy; perhaps some-
thing ébout Reginaid Epps; perhaps somethinsz about Ann
Shephard. She, oufside of the Templeton's, was the only
v son there as far as I know accordine to what the

State says.

I mean why? That may be a questlion that we can
never answer, but we do know that it happened. Ve do know
that without Allen Hall, without Jerome Mitchell and with-

out Motor Mouse the State has not shown you one single

_solitary thing that any person seated around this table did;

'not one; not one.

The only other two people who have told you that
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they have ever seen anyone of these defendants was MNr.

Chipps of the police department who many of you may know,

and Mr. Welss who saild he thinks he saw someone who looks

1ike him at his chinchilla farm one day.

Now I ask you if you woﬁld convict these people
on trial-here on the words of these three people. Can you
belleve them beyond a reasonable doubt? Thft'is the real
questibn.- That is what this casé boils do-n to, ladies and
gentlemgn.

Can you be morally certaln fhat what Allen Hall
was teliing yoﬁfon this witnessbstand 1s true? Can you be

morally certain, convinced beyond a reasonable doubt that

. what Jefome Mitchell had to say 1s true? Can you you be

morally certain and convirced beyond a reasonable doubt that

what Motor Mouse said was true?

T A A
s AllId

L W .

emember Motor Mouse didn't say much. They

used'ﬁiﬁ'for'a limited purpose. Perhaps from May to September

was ﬁot enough time to gmet him to say everything. They will
tell vou that is because it was rebuttal testlmony. But he
didn't say much. They only had him testlfy to the state-
ment that hevsays he»heard Lo Shephard make and the state-

ment that he says he heard Ben Chavis make. e didn't tell
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matter to each one of these persons who sit here. An

you how in this strife torn area somebody took him out-
side and got him a taxi cab to go to the hospital and how
4n this strife torn area & taxi cab brought him back. That
15 what he sald happened. ‘

If the State felt that Motor “ouse had true,

relevant testimony to give in this courtroom, why didn't

they present him as a part of their case in chief?

Is this a same ve are plavinq where you hide

-_witnesses in a bag and pull them out when you want them; oTr

are we here to seek truth and justice? This is a serious

trial, ladles and gentlemen. it is not a game. This is not

w

' "Pu11 the rabbit out of the hat."It is a very, very serious

dyn

don't toy around with lives of men and women by pulling boguses

out of a hat in a very, very serious erininal trial.
They presented to you every pollce and firemen who

was out there I beliéve. They presented to you everybody

_that they could f1 nd anyvhere who would say anything about

" what happened in that area; why did they have Motor Mouse?

It is very, very strar ~e to me 1indee ed. Perhaps for some
reason he wasn't ready. Perhaps for some rea’on they didn't

believe him. And then out of an act of desperatlon perhaps
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v seem that I am talVinm for a Long

we‘d better give them everythin we possibly have,'even
little Hotor ouse even if we know he 15 1y1ng..'

It 1s a very, very serious, a very very heavy

matter we are dealling with here, ladies and ventlemen.

E COUHT:ﬁjMembers‘of the 1ur1, we are poinr.to
,;fake;a short.reeess new, abont ten minutea.‘ Yon
freturn to your oot ’ . | , | |
fl5{ﬁf(The Court recessed from 11 .20 until 11:40.)
CE - .- not , o
A0 THE FQUR?.: We'll/ta e a recess until aoouc 1:00
"f6¥¢1§ék. It anyone has to leave I want you to
>:iriea§enow. We‘ll not have any noise.i Let the
fe”jqry EOmevin. h | o
iﬁ(fhebjurv returned te the Jurvbox )
>:f(Mr;‘Ferguson continued his summation to the jury
e rottews) L |

May 1‘ please the Court, ladies and gentlemen, I

“'?“think you needed that break about as much as I did. It may

ﬂ
o

>, but if T am T think it

is only because I think there are 1mpbrtant matters here

“‘that we need to ‘deal with._ If you could bear it for over

two and a half or three weeks while thEJ preeented a lot

| of things to you that we consider irrelevant wei are only
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ésking for a few houﬁs of your time to listen to us talk

about them. It is impo ortant, and this 1s the only time that we

have to talk to you.

You rememb&r when we were questioning you we told

you that that was the only time you would have to talk to

us, and we spent aboutt two weeks talking to you and SO W&

‘}vare only goiny to cpend a 11tt1e more time with our talking

to you.

b: think you may have seen that tre upshot of the

'things that we have heen trying to project to you boils down

to t;i 5. lt;rﬁisgs ‘the auestion "Who corroborates whom?“

L"iudw the State put _ I keep calling them the State -
it 19 really the pr ion. Théy are gging to get up here
and say they represent the State of North Carolina. You are
part of that ,tate; and you have got to identify with them.
The question is "Who 1s corroborating whom?"

They presented Allen Hall and ifitchell to tell you

some things about the defendants, about the persons on trial

here. And then they oresented to you a long string of people

that they say corrdborate the things that Hall and Mitchell

told you. '[".w7‘;:3‘nhﬂ.;~;,

Ye say differently. That it 1s the other way



-178-

arbund. Allen Hall and Jerome Mitchell are, in fact,

corrol oratinr the police.

The police have a series of events which they

say occurred over ﬂhe weekend of the 5th and 6th.

Excuse, me Your Honor, the lady may need some

water.

in fact, what is happenxng nere. Ailenl

'to corroborate the .police. and other neraons that the State

e

has been able to find to say that somethin happened to

_them.l

I am not going to dwell on this because I think
that the picture 1s clear. Ve have already shown you that
all the facts that Allen Hall testified to were in the

nossession nr the police a full year before Hall ever

GTaZa LRl e

"

" made a full signed statement. . And even then he left a

nd come ocut with them.

= -
J1T Wi ik 1 ia

My colleagues pointed out some of the 1nconsistenci¢s in
Hall's testimony given previously under oath and his
testimony on the witness stand and also some inconsistencies

that he made 1n‘his statements that he signed and the

—+
)

tataa>
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testimony that he gave from the stand.
Now i'ah sﬁre the Staté-will argue to you - arizin -
- thre prbsecution; thaﬁ these inconsistencies don't amcunt
to a hill of beans. :They only reflect the fallacy of

memory over a period of months or a year, and that basically

11s testimony 1s the same.

They will te ' 3 - < that
‘under oaths he got nb further to Fifth and Nun than the

1— -.

‘ 1nter% on of Six fb’and Nun. and then on the stand told

, you that ne came down all the way the middle of the block.

=
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They say that really doesn

__there. That 1is the;point. He was out there, and he was
"out there with thesé nine ygnng men here. So don't worry
about that, ladies énd gentlemen. This is just an in-
consistency that‘anjbddy might have.

But nowviﬁ 1¢2? Is 1t? You will recall he talked
with the police and with ¥r. Stroud quite a bit since tne
7rel*minarf hearine. You will recall that he said since
March of this year he was moved to Onslow County for awhlle
and‘that he was vi c'@‘i!‘,eﬂ ,here on humerous occasions by Fr.
Stroud énd Mr. Bro@n and otherlpolice officers and talked

with them more timdc than he can count, more times than he
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can remember. After he had already testifled about the

one time, what is t

many countless timeis again? That is where the inconsist-

encies become very gignificant.

"You will recall that when the police testified

albﬂit, after Nall testified they said that when they were

‘down at the 1nteroemtion of p1fth and Nun they were draw-

. . a
ing fire from along Nun Street to the left over there. Mow

- 1f the closest thau Hall had gotten to that intersection

of to the Intersection of Tifth and Nun was the intersection
e s . : .

frbﬁudbwh in‘this area along the street there-half way down
the bloc“. .So in order to corroborate what they said he
lhad to take-phe inﬁersectibn of Seventh and Nun and move

it down to Sixth and MNun and take intersection of Sixth and
Nun right ofP the diapram and move 1t down to Fifth and Nun
80 he could tell ydu he was down in the middle of the street
so he could be whene the police said they were drawing flre
froh; T

Y;u see'ﬁhis eStablishes a pattern of how the

things that he sayé have to tie in with the things that the

.—.ﬂl—

P B S s g - e i - -~ e
olice say, and rzl“ is one way of

o 2t @
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around. But at the same time he has to tell you that he
could look behind his back and count the shots that were
~conlng f'rom behind%him because the police also saia that
they were drawing some fire from down at the intersectlon
of Sixth and Nun. Its got to tie in, He's pot to hake it
He sees that as his soﬁi.“esponsiSility as a2
witness in this case. UWhatever he needs to say to corrob-
orate what’the'bolice officers said happened to them is
what he will say.
Now I asked him if at the preliminary hearing
he sald anything about the police wearing helmeté and that
. being a way that he éould see them. And he told you when

he testified under oath previously he didn't say that. He

learned since that the police had helmets on and flack vests
or whatever they said, and he had to change the testiriony

to let you ¥now thht whatever the police said 13 exactly
vhat happened. That 1s why tnese inconsistencies are
simnificant because 1t Shows you what his testimony is all
about.

So ¢ ~y say, "lell it doczn't matter whether he

knew the policc had helmets or not 1f he knew they were out
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there and firing.

The poinﬁ is if he says it one way under oath

at one time and ledrns later that the police said it

' differently or are going to say 1t differently, he has

got to

~

nge that to make it fit in. So when they tell

you that these incdgnsistencies don't matter, you think

o

about that. If it don't matter, why is it chanpged?
Allen Eall has to see that his testimony Tits
right in with ﬁbatéver the police say happened or whatever

anybody else says happened out there. And I want you to

keep that in mind &hroughout his testimony.

Another point. Now he said that when ﬁhey came
down there on Satuiday night - we are talking about to that
intersection - and somebody threw a firebomb and it bounced
back off the porch; no doubt he kneﬁ the police wvere going

to come in and sa
kicked it back.off:the porch. You sec? It ties in perfectly,
fits richt in, jfust like putting a puzzle together vhere all
the parts have been previously cut out.

| And Hall has to be everywhere that anything has

happened. He has got to do that. Otherwise, he doesn't

serve his function, So although a police officer =.zuld tell
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us thét they were being fired upon at Fifth and Nun and
some of theﬁ said, ap I recall it, that they left Fifth
and Nun and drove onéaround to Ann Street and started
towards Sixth Streéﬂ and they could see a blaze at ike's
Grocery and that a ﬁire truck was backing down the street.
Now Hall said that after they left the intersection at
Fifth and Mun that he went back to the church, and three
: s

people made speeches; that he went over to Rev. Templeton's

house with Chayis and came back to the church; that he

'walaed out on the pbrch and Marvin Patrick made some state-

a

ments about. neople Who might be good shots, and then he
said they came out to the building, walked up and down
Sixth atreet to see 1f anybody was there, and then they
went behind the»chwrch to pass out the firebombs; they went

dovmn to A1kes, set the fireboribs in the street or right there

on the porch In ernt of 1ikes, came all the way down to

the corner of Fiftﬁ Street and Ann, saw Father Jones over

ere and hollered out to Father Jones, "Ts that you?"
And he told somebodv not to shoot.
Now did 31,1 of that happen in a split second? Ko,

but Hall has to be everywhere that everything is happening.

"R
acee

n't care how

41

He doesn't have any regard for truth. He

)




ne teils you he got there. All he figures he neceds to .
do is tell you he @as there,

You see,:he knew thesé officers would say ﬁhey
were shot at Fifth and Nun, and he knew that Mike's
Grocery had burned down. So he has to tell you that'that
is what he dild.

That he has to‘try Chavis, Wright, Patrick, Moore,
Jacobs, Tyndall, Vereen, Evps and Ann Shephard in all he

2 . JL R S, e L= Lo mad o me Thamal, dm ln Alissevrnly, amAd om
15 UOULIIP « U LU IO KUUL VU 0 waen b0 wiic JUuiLal caiw aa)

something with Ehem, He has got fo have them leaving the
church going out tp ﬁhe back of the builldine to get the
firebombs. He has got to do all that.

Fast man he is. Well he is a fast man. le came
‘off the stand pretty fast, but I don't think he is quite
that fast to do all that. But he had to tie the Father
Jones incident in. -Because that is somethling that some-
one sald happened.: And 1isn't it interesting that TFather
Jones' statement was sirned on February 17 and Hall's on
Februafy 187 Isn't that interesting?
\nd naiifﬁuts himself right out there. He has
pot to be everywhere that anjthing is happen'ng. He can't

miss a thing. Araln, who, ladies and gmentlemen, who is

corroborating hom?p
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Allen Hall is corroborating the police. That
1s what 15 happening. vhatever they 35aY¥ happened had to

vhatever they saild happened had to jnvolve these

happen.

persons on ¢pial. VWhatever nhappened nad to have involved

Allen‘ﬁall because hé had to come here and tell about it.
So he has sgobt iﬁ all fixed uv.

And then Mitchell. It is important for nim to
xeep himself out o everything. So 2ll that Mitchell can
db ié be thereqﬁhen:people are leaving and be there when
silhouettes are running out of the aark. That is nis role.

man .

He is the/who stays behind. UYe 1is the nurderer who can'?®
ord to have anything else apainst him. He i{s the man

who sits up here and tells you he didn't say anything about

Saturday night until this past July because he didn't want

o«

to do anything to involve himself. Then he comes right

pack and tells you that on qsturday night didn't anything
napnen to involve hi%. Anyhow he already said that on
Ffiday night he went with a band down to Dock Street and
Fifth. |

Can you belleve anything that boy saild uﬁrhere

on the witness stand? MY God. But 1lts all got to tie in.

Tts all gobt to fit in comewhere. Jt'2 2 puzzle with the
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pieces all cut out, #nd you just have to fit them to-

gether for nurposes of this trial, ladles and gentlemen.

vThat is what we are all about,

Motor Mousé¢ has to fit his statement in. He

‘has to tie it in wlth Ann Shephard because the State 1s

Agoing to take the position that the only renson they

brought him in was tb rebut vhat she and her witnesses
said. Motor Mouse hes to remember that Ann Shephard made

the statement, "VWe are going to show them crackers we mean

‘ business." Or, "We are going to show them punkies we mean

business." It doesﬂ’timatter which he nays. Once you call
them a name tliey haﬁé got to show Ann Shephard said it. It's
got to tie in; _fhey brought him for that limlted purpose.
Iﬁrsu?prided’me when Motor Mouse didn't tell you
that éen Chavis wasiih the church showing him how to shoot
guns, and hé and oﬁhers were in the church shooting guns.

That did surprise mé¢ a little bit, but then again they

ﬁf his part right. 'So they used him for that limited pur-
pose.

Canitryouisee whabs haﬁpeninm? Can't you see what
this case 15 all abbut? Not one corroborating witncss of

what Allen Hall actually saild he did other than police and



people who have mafie reports to police. Notl one,
sinzle one.
He would tell you that his uncle was drinking

liquor'with him on Pridav night in one statement and turn

" around and say, "No, that was Saturday morming. I was drink-

ing with my cousin.”

Do you know why he said that? Just like about
the context of whﬁch it happened. If you will think back
with me it came out.on cross examination. I asked him |

i — L

very carefully what time he came to the church on Frids
He said around 5 dr 5:30. I asked him what did he do.
He said he stayed a few minutes and left and went around
<t.e corner to talX to Marvin Patrick, that hc was on his
way to his cousin's house then, but he deeided he needed
to core back. All of a sudden he is very needed there.
He says he has never been in the church that week, hut on

Friday he 1s indigpensable. He couldn't =zet back from his

~counsin's house. He sald he came back from Rev. Tempnleton's

house, saw Chavis and some fellow. Sald John Robinson,
whom we have never seen, again and they went out to Oleander

Shonping Center, houpht some ammunition, stopped usome place

T

to bpy some gas, $topped somewhere else to buy the pgas and
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came back.

Mr. Bectdnrpointed out to you that a white man
and some lady, she saw the van, and thén there was some
talk about the Chi&ago strategy. He went up first in a
bedrdbm and there ﬁas Chavis told him if he wanted to do
a job and he went to Mike's Grocery or behind the church

A
and to Mike's Grocéry and made an attempt on it that night.
Remember you had po¢lice to come and tell that an attenpt
was -made to burn Mikes that night. He has got to tie it
in. | |

Then ﬁe said he caﬁe back over and they went back
and forth between the chﬁrch and Rev. Templeton's house. 1
don't remember exacﬁlywwﬁat he said. But at any rate they
ended up roing dowﬁ on ¥ifth and Nun and making an attempt
to burn that housé'dowh theré;

Then the pollce came in, told you there was an
attempt on the hoube on Friday nicht.

Then they went back to the church. There was some

~

talk about making + .-

firebombs and demonstrations about making
firebombs and what~have-you. And then he left to walk
Molly Hieks home, mand he came back and on direct examination

he had already sald that was around 12:30 or 1 o'clock.
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Friday night and couldn't explain

And I saild, "Allen Hall, dld you leave the church

And he said, "No,sir; I didn't.”

‘And then I said, “Allen Hall, didn't you sign a
statement on Pebruary 18, 1972 saying that you went by your
Uncle Charles Graham“é house, that he was not there, that
his wife, his aunt ﬁ&#ithere, thatvshe left and went out and

L]

got some fried chickqh and came back and by that time your

-uncle was there and they had a drink and then he left there

and'went down to6 the VFW Club and jived with Mamie Sellers?"

And he said, "Oh, that was on Saturday morning.”

. It was because he had been caught in a lie about

P - puigy

So the thing to do
was to move that to $aturday morning.

Bear in mimd now he had élready told you every-
thing he d4id on Saturday morning. Ee told you he got up
and went over to Rev, Tehpleton's house, There was talk
there, and that Ben Chavis was talking about collecting
mbney that he and Ja¢obs went up on-Castle Street., He gave'
Jacobs some money to go buy some lime, and he went over to
Rev.:Templeton's house and he and Rev. Chavils or Warvin

Patrick went to his aunt's house, pot chicken and-came back
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and pot them prepare@. He had already told vou that out of
the clear blue. I apked if that ‘1s what he did on Saturday
morning. -

"T really went to my uncle's house on Saturday
morning. T didn't really <o to my uncles}' I wént, ot the
liguor into my coufsin." He had already toid yéu his uncle
14ved on Castle which is a distagce from the ;gﬁrch. He has
got to be at hils courin's house, which 1is nearer the church.
And he came right back.

Bear in mind I had already asxed hiﬁ before that,
"Had . you anything o drink on Friday night?”

‘ "No, "
"Had you anytﬁing to drink all that weekend?”™
"No."

But then he got cauiht in that lie, and ke had to

~amsn  AmEr
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had sald about Fridav nizht up to Satur-
day mornine. This s the same Allen !Hall who can tell if
James fcFov fired five shots and Connie Tyndall three and
he can&t even remember what he d4id on Priday night. And

he wants you to believe 1t. He's got to move 1t around,

shift it about to fiit the facts that nhe had already learned

about. That is whait his testimony 1s all about.



-191-

And you saw how he reacted when he lied. Mr.

o
o
[
C
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o

Stroud told him everytime h
time he pot to churich, told him what time he went to
Fifth and Nun, told him what time he went to Sixth and
Nun, told him whatitime he went to Mikes, told him what
time he went to !Molly Hicks' and Peanuts./nd everytime
it 4s about something. Told him what time he came 1n on
Saturday night. He had his time pre-set just like that.
When I asked him alout it in a different way he couldn't

tell you a single'ﬁime he did anything. #nd got mad at

‘me and charged me from the witness stan

o
[ = ] s

d because I asked

=

o

him about it.

He was caught in a corner and he reacted like
the vicious characﬁer that he.is. And in a split second
later after recess:came right'back here and sat there jJust
as ébol as anybody you have éver seen in your 1life. Oh,
he can do it. %wWho is corroborating whom?

| I am tellins you that Allen Hall will sit on
" this witness stand;and'teli you lie after lie in order to
~get it right to fit in to corroborate what the police officers
sald. Keep that 1n miﬁd when-you weigh this case. Keep
that in mind when the State tells you how terrible 1t was

that police and firemen were shot at, how terrible 1t was
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_are going to bring in these bullets and say th

Mike's Grocery was bhrned down. And I don't mean to tell
ﬁou that the#e are niot terrible things. ?héy are. I can
sympathize with thag. I have experienced my office belnn~,
burned down. I knoﬁ what it feels like to have a bullding

I know how Mr. Poulos felt when he walked there

“ia

it
burned.

*

that nipght and sav His store in flames. I know how #rs.

1!

w-as 1“!1 e iﬂ

d ¥ AAAyy iaw

Jackson felt when she saw the place s I
know hoﬁ ¥rs. Mcxeiﬁhan felt. I have seen it all. But you
don't go out and corivict somebody on the flimsiest evidence
Just because some tragle thing happened, and that is what
this case is all about. |

That 1s why you have had all of these bullets

paraded before you that they say they found 1in the church.

They are going to téll you a single shot was never fired

at that church. Thére were just some people in there with

cuns who were revoluntionaries getting ready to go out

here and shoot up everything and tear up everythine. They

)

- we vres 3
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bullets fired out on Nun Street on Saturday morning in the

area bet€en the church and the parsonage and the corner.
And these are the shells that were found in the basement.

fnd these are the shells that were found up in the loft with
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thése five chairs peated around there. And these are the
scissors and the éﬁrgicai tools that show the# weré p;e-
paring for war and%wantgd somebody to doctof them up Qhen
they got shot. And fet they are going to tell you that they -
sént the little boy to the hospital. You sée?' They are |
goingrto use it foﬁ one purpose on one hand/zsgther pur-
bbse on the other.

Now what would have been the most kind of”definite

evidence to connect these defendants with these bullets and

shells that they say he found in the church, under the

- chureh, in the loft, Lehind the house? What would have been

the most telling evidence that they could have presented

on that point? Do you recall I asked them, two or three

of these officers up here who testified about it?

| "Did you ever submit these 1teﬁs to lab tests?"
What I was really asking them was, "Did you ever

have any fingerprints lifted from them? Did you ever havé

any fingerprints lifted from those bottles, State's Exhibit

48 and 49, that you found out there on Sixth Street in front
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" Allen Hall said he

have some fingerprints lifted so 1f Joe Wright had it
you could say some here are his. . Joe Wright's fihger-
prints are here. Hen Chavis's fingerprints right along
with some 6thers we can identify on these .45 shells ape
here. Willie Vereen's fingerprints on these empty .22
caliber to show you he had these shells. Here are Reginald
Epps's fingerprints on these shells we found in the lor't

to show you he was there to receive that drink of water

F

anded him said he gave him. Here are
James McKoy's fingeﬂprints."
Where 1s agne sihgle fingerprint? Where 1is one

single 1ab reportAta'show you that is what happened, 1if

it happened? What did they do with them?

- "We toqk them all down to the police station,
put them in the Sﬂélr and pﬁt them down here to drag then
before you, their theory being ir they could show you
enough stuff, and»enduéh empty boxes, enough unspent shells,

you would convict somebody, and 1t would probably be these

ten people on triai. That "is what this case is all about.

They haven't given you a single piece of believable
evldence about any of these defendants. They have shown

you that there was a burning which we don't contest., Tl.ere
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ﬁas. Nikes was‘burded down and it is unfortunate. The
two residences were burned dovwn, and that is unfortunate.
Police were shot Saturday. That 1is unfortunate,

Does that ﬁean that you have got to go to people

in a church afraid tb death because threats had been made

~on that church and there has been sniper fire at that

church; and that they may have taken some action to defend

themselves, whoever they were, in that church? Do you then

Q

go get those people and bring them out and conviet them of

burning down that grdcery store and, by implication, those

. houses and convict them of conspiring to shoot at pol*ce
and firemen beceuse they sald that they were out there?
Ladies and gentlemen, I hope you will reject this
play upon emotion by the State. You will recall they asked
you all; "Do you think there 1is any individual or group
that cén use violence:as @ means of furthering their aims?"
That is what it 1s all about. They are going to
try to picture these people at this table as being a group

that was bent on violdnce for achieving whatever goals they

ad

nad. And that viol ence included burning and shooting and

what-have-you,

And they brought these white people who had been

7 Py,
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‘shot at so you could identify with them and think about

it and say, "That could have been me. So I had better

convict somebody."

And they brought in Mrs, McKeithan and Mrs.

- Jacksoﬁ to tell you something that you already knew.

That their houses burned because they wanted to say they

didn't even stop at white people. They were shooting at

black people's homes too. And that 1s supposed to appeal

two blacks on the jury.

w

to th

You are the peers of these defendants, ladies and

, gentlemen and look at yourselves and look at them. %What is

this case all about?

- Have you been convinced of anything beyond a
reasonable doubt other than that, that the store was burned
down and that police and firemen were shot at? It may have
seemed sllly to some of you when we asked you 1if you felt

that a erime had been committed out here. But when you

makes all the senSe in the world. We knew then, as we have
seen now, that the only believable evidence the State could
bring in the courtroom was evidence that indeed the store

was burned and that shots were fired at police. And that
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is all that they have proven. They have not proven to

you that any of these defendants did anything. They have
merely sugpested it to you through someone 1like Allen

Hall, Jerome Mitchell, and little Motor Mouse. That is

- all thatvyou have been presented here.

That is what I want you to think about when the,
State argues this case to you. They are going to present

to you a picture of war and revolution. They are going
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e and ;ever a Ehot fired at the church and
never a police officer who was being mercilessly fired
upon; never fired a'weeéeh. That 1s the picture that you
are going to be p?eeented.

Ande amvﬁsking you to base thls case on reason,
not eﬁotion. .You,are going to have to s%t together as a
Jury and decide this case, ledies and gentlemen. And in
that light you have two responsibilities. You have a
responsibilty to deliberate together, to try to reach a
_erdic- bgt y-; have a greatcr responsibility
you own convictions, your own beliefs as you see the

evidence and in that each one of you as an individual and



whatever decision you make which effects the lives of

these people here, each one of yéu has to bear individual

‘responsibility to that, as well as responsibility of

twelve.

And each one of you toid us that you could make
up your own mind about this case. And we took you at your
word when you said that, and we expect you to do that.

- - Now, ladies and gentlemen, I have said a lot about

Allen Hall and Jerome Mitchell and little Motor Mouse. They

"are not the only princlpal characters in this case. Cften

in the course of a trial because you heard the words "Defen-

dant" so much you sometimes get the idea that defendants

are just other objects in the trial. They are much more
than that. These are people who are on trial heré, ladies
and gentiemen. These are some mothers' and fathers!' sons.
Théséiafe_living, breathing human beinpgs who feel and love
and caré énd understand life and seek to live it with some
enjoyment. |

These are not-defendants in the sense that they
are objécts. These are individuals whose lives will soon
be placed into your hands, whose fate you will decide.

Now the thought 1is going to go through your minds,

H
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well, why haven't they told us something? They have. Each
one of them told you that he or she is not guilty of the.

charges against them. The Court will instruect you that they

had no responsibility to prove anything to you, no obliga-

tion to prove anything. That is the State's responsibility,

~and that 4is the law, and each one of you said that you would

follow that law. You can think ahything you will, Eut your
obligation 1s to follow and apply the law, and you must do
that.

And understand that you have nineteen different
decisions to make here. Not one, not two, but nineteen
Gifferent decisions. You have got to decide whethér or
not 3t has been proven to you to your satisfaction beyond
a reasonable doubt that Reginald Fops consnired, agreed,
confedcrated unlawfully with the other defendunts to assault
police and firemen in th2 vicinity of 302 South Sixth Street
on the 5th and 6th of February, 1971. You have got to
decide that. -

You have got to decide apain whether or not .

e e e e ——— . . o Shind
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know. But you have got to' look at him as an individual,
a young man on trial here,.really Just a child himself,
and decide whether he did those things.

And you have got to do the samething when 1t
comes to James McKoy. You have got to decide vhether the
prosecutlon has proven to you that he actually committed
You have got to look at James McKoy as
an individual and make that decision and be able to look
him in the eye‘when you come back into this courtroom and

say, "We say you did 1t." And say, "We believe Allen Hall.

We believe Jerome Mitchell. VWe believe Motor Mouse. You

did it."

Arngd YOu have got to tell Willie Vereen that same-

thing before you find him gullty. You have got to look at

wmMn
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you are guil f burn

burning down
gullty to consbiring with others to assault police and fire-
men.” You have got to be able to say that and you have got
to feel moraily certain in your own mind that he is before
you can do 1it.

And little Joe Wripght, you have got to make that-



