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TELEPHONE CONVERSATION CF ATTORNEY GENERAL AND
GOVERNOR ROSS BARNETT, TUESDAY, SEPT. 18, 1962 at 12:30 p.m.

b it

- RFK Governpr, how are you?
j.?. Barnett: Fine, General, how are you?

5 .
K - RFK: Governor, Ihad a representative of the Department

H talk to this boy's lawyer and he in turn talked to

' Meredith and he feels strongly that he would like to i

register at Oxford and it's ou# judgment that it is
the best judgment,

Barnett: General, Ithink you're making a mistake there,
RFK.: | Well, Ithink it's up to the boy ==

! Barnett: It's up 1.:0 him, I know,.

J C RFK: The vast majority of the studert s are registering in

Oxford and he doesn't feel he should do anything
unusual. But I think you can provide for his safety,
can you not?

T rra— ey

x Barnett: Of course, we will have to do that. We'll do that

f all right. What day now does he want to register?

ioo- .
. RFK: Thureday. 3
” Barnett: He wouldn't want to wait until Monday?

i ‘

RFK: Next Monday? He would rather do it Thursday.

Barnett: They're going to have a lot of folks registering
there Thursday. I'm trying to figure this thing out,
From a psychological standpoint the atmosphere
will be better, that's what I'm thinking about.
They'll register all through next Monday.

RFK: Do you want me to take this up again? I will be
' glad to do that, If ybu want him to register
Monday, I'll be glad «-

:‘~..‘.k. o .
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“Barnett:

RFK::

Barnett:

RFK:

Barnett:
RFK:

Barnett:

RFK:

Barnett:

RFK:

Barnett:

We insist that he come then, It would just save
us a lot of trouble and it would be easier. I don't
understand why he won’t come here.

The studentc are registering at Oxford and he wants
to register at Oxdord,

See if he will do this, See if -~ in other words,

.there are going to be a lot of them registering

Thursday and most of them will go home Friday
morning. Even if you try to have it that it could i
be Monday or even Saturday, - ’ b

I'm going up to Massachusetts to vote so I can give
you a ring tomorrow morning., You would rather
have him register Saturday or Monday2 Let me
go to work on that, I will try to xxM do that later
today. '

Friday would be better than Thursday.

L

Any day but Thursday?

They're going to have such a gang up there at Ole Miss
and a lot of them might resent it. General, some men
here insist that he come to the Jackson State office
building on the 10th floor where the Trustees meet.
The registrar is here and he'll miss the whole crowd

and it would be so much better for everybody. Frankly®

I think if you don't'agree with me there is nothing ==~
he'll just have to come up there,

Ithink he has considered it. Let me go over this

again., First, we approached his lawyer and his lawyer
said *we want to go to Oxford,' Then Itold our attorney
this is not a decision for the lawyer, this should be
taken up with the boy. I dida't talk to him myself,

You'll call me tomorrow morning? .

I will talk to yon»tomorr'ow morning and see if we
can move it to another day. Thank you, Governor,

Thank you, Gene ral,
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(-] SITUATION REGARDING MEREDITH
AG: If he comes to Jackson will he be reéﬁstered?
Gov,: It is up to the Trustees whether or not they will

permit.him to register, We have a constitutionai

Board'of Trustees. They have the right to control

1 and direct all of the activities of the university. §
It may beuthe majority will not p;rmit him to

register, I coulén't pfomise they will rerpister

him. He will have the same opportunities in Jackson

as up there. His whole transcript of grades are here,

AG: ' On the time, should ve work that out? {
Gov.: Yes, serd another telepram saying that he may
() . present himself at 3 o'clock tomorrow -- 2:30 or 3.

The Board you see has the authority to decide those

things. That is the matter conclusively., It is bound

s o

on the discretion of the Board of Trustees. That's . %

i
s

my judgment about it. - _ f
They are going to make a mistake if they go to Oxford, .g
The Board of Trustees has decided they want him to

] present himself in Jackson. If he doesn't do what

skl

the board says, it wont be our fault.
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Gov.:

Gov.:

if he poes to Oxford, you wont take responsibility
for his safety?

It will be in viclation of the orders of the board.
These peoble are very nseaceful. This thing is
serious to the neople in the south.and all over
the wofld. This thing -- it has the whole nation
uﬁsét. We have telegrams from California to Maine.
You would be surpfised at the sentirment on this
thigg. |

He's been notified where to come.

How many students have they told to come to Jackson?
Have teleprams been sent to other students?

I couldn't answer that. I know of one.

- 2 - :
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TELEPHONE CONVERSATION OF ATTORNEY GENERAL AND
GOVERNOR ROSS BARNETT, MONDAY, SEPT. 17, 1962 at 7:00 p.m.

Governor Barnett of Mississippi opened the conversation by
saying that he was simply delighted to hear from me again, He =~ _

asked if I was feeling well and said it was a great pleasure to have .

a chance to talk once more.
L

During the course of the conversation he made the point that
he felt that Meredith should iegiter at Jackson at the State House 2t
3 o'cldck on Thursday. He said that this would be a mdst convenient
hour and j;lace for them, ;He said the Board of Trustees will be
meeting at Jackso; at 2:30 and he will have the registrar there and
everythmg could be handled very nicely.

I raised the point as to whether this was an unusual procedure
and he said some of the students registered at Jackson although the
vast majority do register at Oxford. 1 said 1 would c00pd rate but this
was mot my decision but thaf Meredith would have to be consulted
and that Ithought it was very possible that he would want to register -
at Oxford rather than Jackson. |

I asked him if thg Board of Trustees had determined whethdr
they would permit him to register, He caid that decision had not been

made but he suspected that that would be the result, ) .

&6
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I asked him for the name of the individual whom Mr. McShane,
representing the Government and the Marshals, should be in contact.

He gave me the name Dr. Jobe at the State House,

He said he was very anxious to avoid the kind of violence that LA

they had in Alabama and felt that if he registered in Jackson there

would be no "hissing' although he doubted they would have any trouble

in either place. . |

1 asked him why he preferred Jacksqn and he said it was to

avoid thé possibility of any difficulty. He indicated the ‘Bo;rd of

Trustees was meeting at that moment in another part of the building;
o that if I decide that Meredith shoﬂd register at Oxford rather than

Jackson, that he would get them back again tomorrow and tell them of

// "our decision,

/

I told him I would see what the ramifications and the implications,
of thu registering at Jackson might be and that I would consult with
Meredith and would call him tomorrow and said I wonld try to make
the call before Noon,

4 He thanked me for my cooperation and I thanked him for his.
/

The conversation was coirteoun throughout;



A

“‘r

s a LRGP AL

- i, 1, R kg
niiiiion .

o
:
i

presDew

iy

PR

v Dl e s

AL A KA T

R

2

I

s a®

re

TELEPHONE COWVERSATION OF BURKE MARSHALL AND
GOVERNOR ROSS BARNETT, TUESDAY, SEPT. 18, 1962 at 6:05 p.m.

BARNETT:
éM:
BARNETT:
BM. |
BARNETT:
BM:

BARNETT:

)

BM:

BARNETT:

Mr. Marvshall -

Yes, Governor,

How are you today?

Fi.ne, thank onu. how are you? .
Everything's lovely.

Sorry the Attorney General isn't here,

That's all right. I wish you would convey this

me ssage to him. That the Board of Trustees for

the institution of higher learning in Mississippi
convened yesterday afternoon and entered an order

to the effect that Meredith, the Negro man, will come
here to register, here in Jackson, Mississippi,

at the State Office Building. Now the trustees are

the ones who have the authority to control registrations
in this seat and they have ordered that he come on and
present himself here in Jackson on the tenth floor

of the State Office Building, right across the street
from the new Capitol. That's where the Board of
Trustees have their offices and that's where the
registrar will be. Now they have entered an order
that he present himself at 3 o'clock tomorrow after-
noon == I mean Thursday afternoon.

Yes., Well this is the suggestion that you gave Mr.
Kennedy the other day. Meredith's position as 1
understand it is that he should be allowed to register
in Oxford. Do I understand that Mr. Ellis will not

be in Oxford? .

I don't know where Ellis will be but the trustees
control Ellis, the reg_istrar, and I have no control
over the trustees =~ no one else in Mississippi. -
That's a constitutional board. It is a board of 13
men and they have entered this order and I don't

_know of any way it can be changed.
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BARNETT:

BM:

BARNETT:
BM: -~
BARNETT:
BM:

BARNETT:

BM:

BARNETT:

BM:

BARNETT:

Governor, I will certainly give this message to the
Attorney General, We appreciate your calling
about it. Of course, there is a court order which
is against some officials of the University and I
don't know what action the court might want to take
on this order. That would be a question for the
court., But I will give this message to Mr, Kennedy
and I will see that he or I call you back tomorrow

morning and give you our views on it. g

4 .
You understand that there was a telegram sent on
by Meredith severd days ago asking what time and
what place that he should offer hiniself for regis=
tration and this order yesterday was in response
to that telegram,

1 see,

They have also tried to send him a telegram today.
But this is the order.

I will se that he is informed of it Governor, and that
his lawyers are informed of it,

You understand Meredith wired here requésting time
and place, now then, they have answered it by entering
an order requesting that he register in Jackson,

Are they going to register him?

.They have not taken a vote on it yet,

Will it be all right if I call you or Mr. Kennedy calls
you in the morning?

I will give him this me ssage and one of us will cail you.
Thank you, Governor.

All right, Mr, Marshall, Thank:you.-

ol

P
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SUMMARY .- Telephome Call - General Patterson & BM
’ September 20, 1962 - 9:50 a.m.

T

GenP ...over which I had nothing ~~-I had no control.
I will not be able to assure you of the things
I thought I could yesterday when I spoke with
you. I regret it with all my heart, and I want

. you to know that it is a thing over which I had

no control at all. The only thing I could do
was frankly to call you and let you know what
the situation was. ) :

ﬁ"'?vﬁv‘“‘r ‘i«m ”ﬂ} § #'

BN Gen. Patterson, could you tell me more what
that means,. : :

13

GENP " There is a warrant out for his arrest that I ) %
aidn't know existed yesterday when I spoke with
you. There may be an attempt to arrest hiam by
local officials. I told you yesterday that he
would have peaceable entry into Mississippi
and to Oxford. I told you that I would be able
to get him back to Memphis. I can't assure you
of that this morning. I regret it with all my
heart. All I can do is call you and tell that
that is the situation.

BM General Patterson, I appreciate that very much.

GenP ‘Col. Birdsong washere in my office yesterday when
we spoke and he is here now. This is something I
regret but it is just one of those things. In '
Mississippi the Attorney General doesn't have the direct
control over local officers as they do in most
states. Local prosecutors are autonomous. I have
no control over that.

BM Could you tell me this -- do Col. Birdsong's men =-- -
. are they the people that would make such an . ) i
‘ arrest? . :
GenP No sir. I think it would be a sheriff or a deputy !
sheriff. , i PR
BM Of a county? ' ) = :' . O
GenP Yes. o T . ' . . 1
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s | General Patterson, will I be able to get in

: " touch with you later?

{ .

‘ GenP I will be here in this office as far as I know.

; The way things are developing it may be necessary
§ for me to go.

BM General, if possible, I would appreciate it if
you would leave word where you will be ~- the
Attorney General or I may want to talk with you,

da Wil ol 1 e

Gen?P Alright, Mr. Marshall. I just wanted to get this
' to you before these people leave Memphis.
BM I appreciate that, . ;
Gen?P You will have time to make that contact in Mem-
phis? :

BM Yes, I will. They may decide to come anyway.
GenP I just wanted you to know of the changed circum-
stances. .

BM Yes sir, we will be in touch with you.

medindioition

P
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Present:

WAG:

GenP:
3":

GenP:

GenP:

GenP:

GenP:

L -
Call between General Patterson snd Mr. Marshall,
September 19, 1962. 400 PM

Messcs. Marshall, Geoghagnn, Oberdorfer, Katzen- -
bach, McShane, lnd Guthman,

General Patterson and Colonel Birdsong (Mississippi)

Hello, Gen. Patterson. I am sorry e were inter-
rupted and got cut off. I would lilie to introduce
Burke Marshall. He would like to have a word

with you, f

I am glad to be meeting you.‘

How are you?

‘Oh, fine.

I haven't seen you for some time.

I haven't been out of the state much. You won't
let me.

You could say that we are keeping each other busy.
That is the situation. General Patterson, I have

you on this open speaker. That is necessary because
I want Mr. Katzenbach, Mr. Geoghagan, and Mr. McShane
to hear what you and I say, 1Is that alright?

Yes sir.

He will go down sometime tomorrow. I want to deciée
with you and Colonel Birdsong now what time would

be a good time.

It would be difficult for me to say right now.
Frankly, I would say that anytime tomortow after-
noon, our time.

Alright. How about 3:00?
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GenP:
BM:

McS:

GenP:

McS:

GenP:

GenP:

GenP:

GenP:

~

2
Yessir. That should be alright. 3:00 tomorrow.

We will plan to have him arrive in Oxford about '
3:00.

That will be fine. You are coming by way of
Memphis, . ’

We will be coming from Memphis in a car. what
kind of plates will it have, Jim?

I don't know that,

I believe your best route would be to Batesville
and then across. ' , '
[}
Which way do you suggest, General?
Is that Route 557

I think the best way would be to Batesville. No,
that is 51. You drive over $1 -- you take the
highway from Batesville directly across to Oxford.

That is the route they will follow, General
Patterson. Do you want to have people with them
as they enter the state?

What?

I said "do you want to have some of your people
with them as they enter the state"?

We could arrange that and I think it might be
better, Mr, Marshall, if some of our people .
could make contact with then in Batesville, or
between Batesville and Oxford.

- -

Any place at al1?

Well,“the State Highway Patrol has an office
in Batesville -- it is right on the highway.
It is almost at the intersection of the highway,

What if ihey proceed to the state highway
office in Batesville?
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GenP:

GenP:

GenP:
BM:

GenP:

GenP:

3

If they will do that then Col. Birdsong and
some of his men can meet them there. Some of
the men could go along in their cars or how-
ever they want to do it, and then proceed to
Oxford.

Alright. Then it is about 20 miles from
Batesville to Oxford, is that right?

No, actually it is about 28, I believe.
Then they would plan to be in Batesville about ;
2:15, is that right - abo&t a quarter past two?'

Batesville, quarter past two, alright sir.

That patrol station is right on the highway
coming down from Memphis. It is not over 200
yards from the intersection of......this high-
way that runs north & south, well, highway 51
runs east and west. The highway patrol station
is just north of that intsrsection. It would be
on the left coming in. I am sure that Col.
Birdsong will have a patrolman in uniform out-
side and they can stop and ask him. I can have
a patrolcar outside, and it would be easily

identified,

It is right on the highway?

That is right. _

They can find it then, General Patterson. They
will come in and proceed to that office. They will
meet your people there at about 2:185.

About 2:158.

Yes, 2:15.°

Yes sir -- alright, sir.

e 1

Now, I don't know how long he will have to be at
the University, Gen. Patterson. I guess you
don’'t either.

I certainly don't.
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M I imagine that the best thing for him to do would
be to go back to Menmphis. :
GeaP: I would think so. Of course, that is for you all
to decide. '
BM: "Would Col. Birdsong stick with him until he ‘étc

where he wants to go?

GenP: Yes sir. He will have safe passage. Batesville
is not very far from Memphis. I am sure the i
Colonel and his men will escort him to Hernando . _ i
That is right close to the line just below Memphxl.g
v . '
BM: I don't know, General Patterson, what his plans will
be for Thursday night. But we will find that out
and we will inform you in the morning. Will that
be satisfactory?

GenP: Yes sir. Who will bYe accompanying him?

BM: He will be with Mr. McShane, who is the Chief of
-~ the U.S. Marshals. He is very familiar with this
sort of thing. There will also be -- what are
you having, Jim -~ two deputies?

McsS: There will be one or two -- no more than that.
BM: Plus the driver of the car, -General, iho will stay
with the car.
k. .
GenP: Plus the driver. Alright, sir. Now, as I get
it, they will arrive at Batesville at 2:15. 8
: ®
BM: That's right.
1 : Lim
GenP: Col. Birdsong and his men will accompany/to
Oxford and when the buBinesss has been completed
there, they will accompany him where he wants
to go. They will take him to the state 1line,
probably to Hernando -- Memphis extends almost
dowa there.
BNM: Fine. I will find out what his plans are and

will inform you. Will you be at your office
tomorrow? , )
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' a GenP: Yes, I will be in here in the morning. The ,
; _ time differential gets me confused. I will be in
ké - herfe -- I can be here whatever time you want to
b ‘call ame. . :
éﬁ BM: Could I reach you when you are not at your office?
: .
o= GenP: Yes, at my home. That number is'BM 6-2362.
§ BM: That's in Yackson.
if GenP: Yes sir. )
* BM N It may be that I will call you at home tonight.
- GenP: Call any time at all, : - ‘
BM: Now, I want to ask these gedtlemen if there is —
anything more we should cover?
McS: That is Route 51 into Batesville?
NK: I don't think there is anything we need to add to
that. We certainly appreciate .your cooperation
on this. ‘
v GenP: Thank you very much. Col. Birdsong is here
hearing this conversation. He will want to meet
Mr. McShane tomorrow.
1 BM: Yes, I expect so. Mr. McShane has had a lot of é
' experience on this sort of thing. — :
= Gen. Patterson, about how many‘-en will Col,
Birdsong have? '
GenP: Let's put it this way, Mr., Marshall. He will ;
have all that are necessary. f
] g .
BM: You are, as always, very cooperative and direct.
GenP: Thank you sir, thank you so much. ..
Tonight around 7 to 7:30 I will have to be away
from my home, . . .
1 .
1 BM: . If we call you tonight, it will be before that,
General,
E \ . -
J -
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%&l: General, Nick Katzenbach again. Would Col.

Birdsong like Mr. McShane to get in touch with him
before he departs from Memphis? -

¥

GenP: I think it would be a good idea. (In an aside
asked Col. Birdsong where he could be reached
- by Mr. McShane) He will be at the Batesville
office to receive that contact. (Again to
Col. B) Do you know that number. Just s
moment -- '

4706 Batesville.

%
' NK: Alright -- Mr. McShane will call Col. Birdsong
: before he leaves Memphis.
McS: I will call him sometime tomorrow morming.
GenP: Col. Birdsong says that numﬁet is no longer in
use. You can just call the Highway Patrol
Station at Batesville, -
BN: It might be helpful to know when Col. Birdsong

will get there?

GenP: (Asked Col. Birdsong) He said by noomn anyway.
He will be there by noon or before.

BM: Alright, General Pattersomn, that is fine, Mr,
McShane doesn't know where he is going to be in
the morning.

GenP: I can see why he won't, He will be there in the
morning and Mr. ﬁcShane can call him there.

BM: If he wants to get in touch with Col. Birdsong i
_ before then I will ask him to call your office
] and maybe they can tell him where he is.

GenP: That will be fine. The number here is EM 6-2611.
1 BM: Alright, General patterson,
. GenP: That will put him in contact with the radio : 4

operatcer and they can find him in s hurry.

. NK: Nick Katzenbach, General. Mr. McShane will be
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’ in touch with us here, and if you need him, if

- you will contact me or Mr. Marshall , we can
) put Mr. McShane im touch with you,

GenP: Thank you so very much.
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SUMMARY TELEPHONE CALLS TO
TOM _WATKINS, SEPTEMBER 20, 1962

Following Patterson's call at 9:50 a.m., I
discussed the situation with the Attorney General.
Then sometime in the morning I called Tom Watkins
and told him that we understood the Governor
intended to have Meredith arrested. I pointed out
that there was a court order forbidding his arrest.

Mr. Watkinsg said that he had not been consulted
about the decision to arrest Mereditl and that he
disagreed with it. He said he believed that the
Governor would change his mind about that and said
that he would call me back.

Sometime in the early afternoon Mr. Watkins
called back and said that he had discussed the matter
with the Governor and that Meredith would not be
arrested,

At about 4:15 p.m. Al Rosen of the FBI reported
to me that their agent had just learned from the
sheriff in Oxford that the sheriff was going to arrest
Meredith, It was for that reason that the Attorney
General made his additional telephone call to the.
Governor at about 4:50 p.m, _
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CONVERSATION BETWEEN ATTORNEY GENERAL JOE PATTERSON,
RFK AND BURKE MARSHALL, THURSDAY, SEPT. 20, 1962 at 12:30 p.m.

RFK:

me about something? . :

(CALL DISCONNECTED AT THIS POINT)AND THEN RECONNECTED)

General, we were disconnected. Here's Burke

Hello General, this is Bob Kennedy speaking.
How are you?

PATERSON: How are you-Mr. Attorney General?

RFK: We are having a few problems in your state I'm
afraid,

PATTERSON: Yes, . %

RFK: 1 appreciate your talking with ﬁr. Marshall yesterday
and then again this morning and thought we would
bring you up to date and perhaps counsel with you
as to how it should be handled. Is there any objection
if I put it on the loud speaker so that Mr, Marshall
can hear what you have to say?

PATTERSON: No sir, not at all,

. BM: General, thank ydu for'caning back. Were you calling

‘.

RFK:

: Marshall who winted to say hello to you. .
PATTERSON: How are you this morning? %
BM: ’I am q‘uite busy General.

PATTERSON: I know you are. )

RFK: Should we tell you the ;ltuatlon at the present'tlme?
PATTERSON: I would appreciate it if you will, ‘.
'BM:-‘ . Judge Mize and Judge Cox, General, have said that they

would issue a temporary restraining order prohibiting
the arrest of Meredith on any charges or interfering

with his entering the University today. _ .
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PATTERSON:
BM:
PATTERSON:

BM:

PATTERSON:

BM:

PATTERSON:

RFK:

PATTERSON:

BM:
PA T'i‘ERSON:
3“:

,

PATTERSON:

Yes sir.
That is going to be signed in a very few minutes,
Yes Siro

We intend to proceed in view of that order to bring
Meredith on down,

Yes.

I suppose that one problem we should discuss, Gene ral,
is the question of what would l?ppen in the event some -
sheriff or someone won't obey the order and would

arrest him,

Am I talking to Mr, Marshall?

.

To both of us,

Mr. Marshall, I have sitting here by me your mutual
friend Tom Watkins. As’you know, Mr. Watkins is
a close friend of the Governor and one of his advisors,
Mr. Watkins contacted the Governor's office this °
morning and came back to this office and that's what
prompted me to call you. The Govermdr's office
directed that there not be any arrests of Meredith

up there. Of course, with these others who are
going to meet in a few minutes, certainly I would
advise any law officers of the state to obey those
orders to refraiq}’rom arresting Meredith,

That's fine,

You say that i:h'ey are gring to meet in a few minutes?

That's correct, General, - In that case, and in view

of the Governor's instructions not to arrest him anyway,
I would think that we should proceed upon the plan we
agreed to last night, _ : S

Of course I want to get this other straightened out, To

be frank with you, I don’t want to make any commite

- ment to you or the Attorney Gere ral of the U.S. that

I can't follow through 100 percent.

4

TR

. . .
. - . X .
y . - B .
™ T
2, | *
Ittt o - = . -y S ., st e o s e < 5



CONVERSATION BETWEEN ATTORNEY GENERAL PATTERSON
AND RFK, THURSDAY, SEPT. 20, 1962 at 3:15 p.m,

PATTERSON: General Kennedy, Judge Myers and Judge Cox have
' issued their order on any arrests of any kind,
I have contacted the District Attorney of that District
who is in the city of Oxford and told him that it had
been done and for him to direct his sheriff to respect
- these orders of Judge Myers and Judge Cox, and #
to refrain from any effort to argest him. Ihave been 3
assured from the Governbr's office that the same
4 ’ word has been sentiout to other sheriffs. Here in
ﬁ, ‘ _ Mississippi the Attorney General does not have

« - -

direct control over law enforcement officers and all
Ican do is advise them so I am not in that position
1 otherwise I would direct. The Governor's office
4 as I say have told the office the same thing. The i
’ chief of our highway patrol, Col. Birdsong, with
~ . whom McShane has talked is in the town of Batesville

and they were going to come down from Memphis. They

were going to contact the Colonel at the patrol station,
O : Birdsong is there now so I will call him back and

tell him when to expect them,

RFK: . I just talked to Mr. McShane about 3 minutes ago
so what we thought we'd do = = = - he is going to
leave now and tell him to go right through and ¥
look for Col. Birdsong. I suppose it will take == - *

. . . ~

PATTERSON: R won't take == I'm not familiar with the highway ==

‘ - but even then it won't take more than an hour,
- They have a new interstate highway, . ‘.
'R is only 28 miles from Batesville to Oxford and
there is a direct highway,

. RFK: He will be down sometime over an hour,.

Loa

PATTERSON: I will call Col, Birdsong == he is a fine fellow and
a lifelong officer =~ and tell him that Mr. McShane
- and his deputies and Meredith will contact him at

- I RFK: - - That's fine. You will be keeping in touch with how
. i - it progresses and you will call me if there is any _.
o : problem? :




e O PATTERSON: Yes, I will, Frankly, what I think they should do

in this matter is, and I understand that is all they
wanted,to do, is to present Meredith to the registrar
there and of course, whatever the registrar does ==
if he denies admission and denies registration,

I assume they will have accomplished their mission,

2 ' RFK: : That's correct, Will you make arrang;xnents for them
- : to leave and for someone to take them out,
; PATTERSON: 1 will tell Birdsong to escort them in and out, E
Will they take him to Memphi$?
RFK: That I don't know, I'll find out. ‘
PATTERSON: Iunderstand from Mr. McShane that they would want

_ to go to Memphis and don't want to g0 to Jackson i
] . and go to the Board of Trustees there. ]

-
. ‘ ?

- RFK: No, they don't want to do that,
;- PATTERSON: It seems the logical thing would be to return to
N Memphis, : :
1 RFK: " . Maybe they could give them a ride to Batesville, |
' . . i
1 PATTERSON: " We will give them an escort not only to Batesville o }
but back to the Mississippi line, ) ' } g
RFK: I really appreciate your help. R will make a o |
: ‘ _ helluva difference. . ) . .
E PATTERSON: _ General, [ hope we caa get together to talk about . S ’ !

this sometime, o
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CONVERSATION BETWEEN ATTORNEY GENERAL JOE PATTERSON
AND RFK, THURSDAY, SEPT. 20, 1962 at 1:50 p.m.

RFK: Hello, General, Bob Kennedy again, I was wondering

if you have had any word as to how the situation will
resule? ‘ -
PATTERSON: Not at the moment, General, I should have it shortly
. though,
RFK: This fellow should really leave Memphis within the

next hour or so, p

PATTERSON:  Where should I call you, at tilis number?
, . you ‘ v
‘ RFK Yes, and¥can also get me at Re 75038,

] PATEERSON: I certainly will, as quick as I can get something
definite.. . . . I will call you back,

O RFK Thank you, Iam very appreciative of your cooperation.

' PATTERSON: Maybe some day I will have an opportunity to talk to
you in detail about this, ‘

€
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CONVERSATION BETWEEN ATTORNEY GEN ERAL PATTERSON AND
RFK, THURSDAY, SEPT. 20, 1962 at 4:40 P M.

RFK:

PATTERSON:
RFK:

PATTERSON:

'RFK:

PATTERSON:

RFK:

3

PATTERSON:

RFK:

PATTERSON:

General, how are you ? We just got word from the
Bureau down there that they talked to the She riff of
Oxford and he said he had orders to arrest Meredith,

Oh my gosh,

And that he was intending == p ’ A l

My information is from the Governor's chief assistant
here in his office that the Governor has directed them

" not to, .

We checked. We got that report and you said that to
me. We called back to find out when they talked to
the sheriff and he said he talle d to the. sheriff within
the last 35 minutes, The gist of the conversation
was that he got an earlier one . . . . but he since got
a different one, He said the Governor was in Oxford,
He said, 'the Governorsflirecting us and has instructed
us to arrest Meredith when he comes to, is it the

Lyceum Hall? ~ -

I don't know but I will call Chief Birdsong and find out .
if that is correct. . . [

The best thing for both of us to recognize. . . . if
the court has said he can't be arrested and then could
be arrested -- arrest him in the company of a couple
of Marshals ~- put handcuffs on him and take him to
jail =« that's a direct problem for all of us and -

I thought the whole thing had been cleared.

1 have. had a lot of conversatiqnl wit_h the Governor,
Should I call him myself?

I don't think it would hurt,
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(} RFK:

I will call him and tell him, I wonder where I could
locate him? Could I locate him through Jackson?

- _‘# h e %

PATTERSON: That would be difficult, I would say direct your call
to the University of Mississippi for the Governor,
RFK: X you hear anything further, will you give me a
ring? Thanks alot,
'.
XXXy
- . /
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CONVERSATION BETWEEN GOVERNOR BARNETT AND RFK
THURSDAY, SEPT. 20, 1962 at 4:53 P.m,

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

'BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

Hello Governor, how are you?

Governor, we spent a good part of the day working on °

this problem of the possibility of the arrest of Meredith
and the federal courts have 1ssupd an order signed by
Judge Mize and Judge Cox prohibiting his arrest at

this time. Now, Ithought that that had been worked

out reasonably yesterday there would not be that
difficulty,

Well, now, here, I understand that Attorney General
Patterson had agreed that if he did Present himself

he would not be arrested. We are going to abide by
that., Iunderstand he is coming here to the University
and not to Jackson and present himself here,

That's correct.

Itold the Sheriff here that that's the understanding
not to arrest him and they agreed not to do it,

They will go away without any arrest, Everything
will be peaceful. There won't be any violence here,

I appreciate that, Yau have been very cooperative,
We received word within the last 45 minutes that the
sheriff was going to arrest him, " .
That's not right., We agreed that should not be done, .

Thank you Governor. Nice to talk to you,

Thank you General, - 4 _ .

.
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x - CONVERSATION BETWEEN ATTORNEY GENERAL PATTERSON

AND RFK, THURSDAY, SEPT. 20, 1962 at 5:10 p. m,

RFK:

PATTERSON:

RFK:

PATTERSON:

)

RFK:

General, I justxt talked to the Governor and said
that this was a problem, that we have been working
on today and felt that it had been resolved and with
the court order of Mize and Cox and that ] heard
that this man might be arrested there and that this
creat::d an unfortunate problem ia the end. His
answer was that the Attorney General had given
assurances he would not be arrested,

Italked to him and told him that I thoug ht he should
notify the sheriffs they should make no effort in
that direction and he told me that he would, I

told him if Meredith appeared at the registrar's
office and was denied registration and went back to
Memphis there would be no trouble., ., , , , .

- I'thought I would give you the repcrt,

Thanks very much,

Fine, Gen,era.l.

N

i




September 20, 1962
8:28 p.m,

RFK . called Attorney General Patterson and

thanked him for his help, - i
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COI;T‘VEVRSATION BRETWEEN RFK AND GOVERNOR ROSS BARNETT,

MONDAY, SEPTEMSER 24, 1962, AT 9:50 p.m,

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

Governor?

Geoexal, How are you tonight?

I excect that you probably have heard the decision of the
coc= a=d the agreement of the Board of Trustees to
reg scer Meredith down in New Orleans.

mé t>ey agree to that?

Urazimously. ¢

All of thern? That's really shocking to me., Iheard
it a Iz=tle while ago. o _ -

Tzeyr agreed to do it by 2 o'clock tomorrow.
By 2:00?

i ==Xk they have to report back to the Court by
4 o'clock,

Dic tte trustees actually sign anything?

Ttey all got up in Court and agreed and then they polled
the oce who was absent and he agreed and the President
aznocmced it and they agresd to pass a resolution ==

They tald the Court that? ’
That's correct.

Im surprised at that really. They were so firm about
it two days ago. They changed their minds mighty
quick.

The Court's decision was unanimous that they should
do this.

Did they do this under any threat that the Court would
fine them?

[,
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BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:
BARNETT:

RFK:

No, they asked the Court wihar Z1ey wanted them to do
and the court told them mnt <jew said they would do it.
They met and agreed unanimmsly they would take this
step. .

I am surprised. I thougin <hex were going to stand
lteadfatt. . o

Ithink there's a great probtlan here. If we doa't follow
the order of the federal roi==, we don't have anything
in the United States. ] imiie~w=ndg how you feel and the
feeling of the people down <iere.rqu are citizens of
the State of Mississippi izt s a-g also citizens of the
United States. : :

I expect we got more thar 1,I00 letters this morning.

That's not the problem., Winrier the 1000 people
think so or whether I think sx ar whether you think so,
The court has acted and the~= i3 aothing we can do,

I you are working to zvnit s anarchy and disorder
and tren endous distress, “hr—w is really not much
choice on it. He is coming 3ack again now,

He is going to try to registe~ umarraw? I haven't heard
from anyone down there, Y at Tacksaon but at the
University?

I think it was left up in the i
They didn't say whether — Jdidn’t know that,

Well, it's supposed to be by 2 W'clack. Can I make
some arrangements with you Gavernor as far as
his safety there?

He's under two court injunctivrs,

The Federal court has wlsp tsiian that under consideration
and is going to issue an oriier that anyone who arrests
him is violating the federzl Dew,

In contempt of court. Thmy dior’t pay attention to the

Mississippi courts. Thut's gming pretty rough, Mr,
Kennedy. . That's pretty low diowr. They're not

r
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RFK:
BARNETT

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:
BARNETT:
RFK:
BARNETT:

paying no attention to what the chancery courts have
to say. Without any hearing == strike it down., General,
that won't work. It won't work in any court.

The court has taken that action and I don't want to get
into a major conflict down there. .

Itell you now I won't tell you what I am going to do,
I don't know yet,

I've got to see he's protected,

I can't tell you what I'm zoing to dot8 I am honest with
you. I don't appreciate such doings you know. I got

no respect for it. Idon't think the American people have
had as much of the federal courts. They can't strike
down orders without hearings, The lawyers here are
very disturbed and lawyers all over the nation, Our’
phone rings constantly getting calls from good lawyers
all over the country. Kennedy, you ought to rescind

this order. Really and truly, you ought to do something
about this thing, General, Iam frank,

Ithink what's going to happen == he is going to arrive
in the state tomorrow and make an effort to register.

I think the registrar is going to register him and the
trustees have made this decision. The only problem
is whether he is going to be protected by the state of
Mississippi or left to us. That's what I want to decide
with you this eveningg

Of course I don't know what steps we will have to take, °
I will have to discuss it with several people here,

Will you call me Governor?
General «e
Would you call me?

I will have to find out more about this thing before 1
make a statement about-what I am going to do.

Will you call me then?

-t =
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BARNETT:
RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

ﬁ BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

O

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT

RFK:

t

R
IR - BARNETT:
%
o

Tomorrow morning ?

You will meet tonight ?

I don't know whether I oadt can call you back on this
thing. I just hate to promise., I want to keep my word.

Yes, and you have.

I appreciate that, This is a serious ma tter down here
and I don't know what to do., Frankly, I am just not in

a position to make a statement, .

I wonder how we can leave it between the two of us?
It's a quarter of eight down there?

It's nearly 8 o'clock here, What time is it there?

It's about 10 o'clock. I wonder if I might call you in a
couple of hours and see how you are coming and if it
has to wait until tomorrow morning ==

I would have to wait until tomorrow morning before I
know, I will have to think about it and I might not
know tomorrow, p,

Ihave the re sponsibilfty for his protection. I don't want
to send in a lot of extra people with him. Do you think
I should plan to do that?

)

I frankly don't know what to tell you, I am shocked,
I really am, I just don't know what to tell you,

I will have to make plans to send people in to protect ==

To send people in to protect him, I certainly haven't
heard of anything == ST :

I heard from down there. If you can guarantee his
protection == you have always kept your word == I am
certainly happy to put that in your hands, Iknow you
are a man of your word, that's why I ==

How can ] assure you?

B
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RFK: ‘~ The same way you assured us the last time. If you can
give me your word then I'won't have any difficulty,
That responsibility is on my shoulders,

BARNETT: Just one second. (pause). General, I can't think of
any statement about anything, I don't know. I'm jast
not in a position == I can’t make any commitments
because we haven't decided,

RFK: When would we be able to talk about that? I would
rather have this done by the local authorities, not by
the federal government, The arrangements you made
the other day were completely satisfactory. I would

1 much rather have it in your hands, I I can get

S assurances we will stay out of it but we have to havé ;

. K » assurances from you. I can understand that you want }

= to think about it but think about whether we can =e

ﬁ" BARNETT: E's about 10 o'clock there? - o t
: !

1 RFK: Yes, what time could I call you? , i

| i BARNETT: Well, Ithink about.8 o'clock in the moraing, I L[

3 ( ) RFK: I'll plan to do that? . ) !

i , BARNETT: Idon't know == I have sevéra.l engaée.ments in. the E

morning, Ihave no idea, Wait just a minute, (pau se)
General, I will either callyou or I'll wire you before
9 o'clock in the morning, -

"y

- A

RFK: O.K. 1Iappreciate that,

" 'nf'
[

BARNETT: I'll either wire yoy or call you as to whether or not I !
1 can advise you as to what == .

RFK: Can I run through this situation with yoix briefly == run

: ' through the legal ramifications of this? First, the »

X court ordered ~e~=wa-e then we have had the dispute ;

e over the period of the last week. Now it has gone b
+’ ' before the court of appeals and they declared unanimously 5
i

with one absentee that Meredith should be registered . $

- : _ ~_, at the University of Mississippi. They said == the Board } 3
: F¥° of Bustees and the president = - - announced that they =
would arrange for the registration of Mr. Meredith, .-




BARNETT:

f e

RFK: =™

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

’J " RFK:
BARNETT:
RFK:

BARNETT:

They said that?

The registrar got up in court and said he would register
Meredith. You've got now that the federal courts have
acted o= ' '

Ellis, the regular registrar?

Idon't know. Iimagine it was he. The federal courts
have acted. This is a union of which Mississippi is a
member as is Massachusetts, As I said before, as
well as being a citizen of the State of Mississippi you
are also a citizen of the United States. The federal .
courts now have issued a ruling and to prolong this any
further, we are all on the brink of a very dangerous
situation, You say you have receivell 1,000 telephone
callg =« : ‘

Letters,

Letters. Ican understand the feeling of the people,
The problem is that the federal courts have acted and
our responsibility =~ you as an official of Mississippi

‘and I as Attorney General ==

Iam in a big hurry here now, I appreciate your calling,
I will let you know tomorrow whether or not I can advize
you of our proceedings and == :

And work out his protection?
I will let you know what our proceedings will be;
Thank you, Governor.

I was nice to talk to you,

Priedy
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CONVERSATION BETWEEN RFK AND GOVERNOR ROSS BARNETT
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1962, at 12:20 P. M. '

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

! BARNETT:
RFK:

BARNETT:

BARNETT:
RFK:
BARNETT:

‘RFK:

BARNETT: |

RFK:

Hello.

Yes, General, how are you? I was fixing to call you.

I sent you a telegram this morning. Itold you last night
I would wire you at 9 o'clock. I sent you a telegram
assuring you that we were exercising every diligence

to prevent violence. I stated in the telegram we wohld
take every precaution to prevent violence. We all
agreed on that. We have been in session, What about
yourself? . L

First, I have to find out what's going to happen. He is
going to arrive down there and will let you know when
he is coming.

What time is he expected?
I thought I would work it out with you,
Do it about 2 o'clock. |

Let me first discuss this with you. He arrives and
arrangements as I understand will be made for his
personal protection. He will go to campus or Jackson,
whatever we arrange with you, Will there be anything
done by the state officials or the city officials to
interfere physically?

I couldn't promise you that. Not physically,
Nobody will interfere physically?

3okoordy I wouldn't answer that, About going on the
canpus or not. We are going to do it peacefully. We
are not going to have any violence here,

The problein Governor =- I appreciate that and you
have kept your word, But Ithought we should have complete

understanding and =~

You anticipate any violence?

No, I don't anticipate violence. X you tell me there P

N
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BA.RNET“‘ ' T:

RFK:
BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:
RI-‘K:
BARNETT:
RFK:
BARNETT:

RFK:
BARNET’I':

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

won't be any, there won't be any.
There won't be any as far as we're concerned, '

He arrives and he goes to register. Is there going
to be any effort to interfere with him?

Well, we're going through about the same thing as
before.

But I mean, no one is going to try to stop him physically?

Nobody is going to try to hurt him., We are not anti-
cipating anything like that, &

You hive no information that anyone will attempt
to arrest him?

No, they're not going to do that, Arrest? For
what do you mean? -

Arrest him for anything. You have no informa tion or
knowledge they are going to arrest Meredith,

There is a federal case pending against him. I don't
anticipate anything like that happening,

He will arrive -« and there won't be any interference
with him -~ and hdll attempt to register -- and nobody’s
going to try to arrest him?

I say there won't be any physical force and 1 hope there

won't be mxpxpkyxicaixforoe -- I say that we won't
try to block him, you know,

-

You just say you won't try to keep him out?
I doa't mean that == all about not keeping him out.

You are not going to keep him out physically?
He gets there and says 'I want to go in.! Will someons
stop him? )

He may be faced with that,

That's quite different now, Is someone going to tr)
to physically stop him?
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BARNETT:
RFK:

BARNETT:
RFK:

BAR NETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

He'll probably be told.

Who will tell him tiat?

I am going to tell kim that,

You are going dow= there personally?

Well, Idon*t knowx yet. First, I don't know where =
where will he presect himself? -

I will try to work t:at out with you. Governor, he is .
under - ' :

. _
The same procedzres as we did the last time, Then
we go to court again. There won't be any physical
violence. . '

But Governor, te gets to the campus and wahts to get
in and from what J u=derstood there would not be ==

I said he won't be blocked,

What do you mea= "hlocked?" I think that's important,

If there are people oct there telling him not to pass and
he has a U.S. Mzrshal with him, are they going to keep
him out?

R depends on what action he takes,

Will they keep him ot pbysically? That I think is
terribly importact, '

I don't think so. H ke breaks through the line I don't -
know what will kappec then, If he is confronted with a
line.

He is going through it. - A

I won't tell you what is going to happen, He is going
to have to listen to what we have to say.

I understand he bas a court order permitting him to
register,

We have an injunctioa s2ying he can't register,
Mississippi ougit to be recognized like any other courts,

. .b' .
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RFK:
BARNETT:
RFK: _
BARNETT:
RFK:
BARNETT:
RFK:;
BARNETT:
RFK:
BARNETT:
RFK:

\\

We recognize them,

I don't believe you do. He has been enjoined from
entering Ole Miss,

What do you do if there is a federal court considering
all these things? Do you consider you are a part of
the Union? ' .

. 1 consider the Mississippi courts as high as any other

court and a lot more capable -~ ten times more
capable =- and a lot more integrif{; and honesty than
any ak federal courts except maybe for the district
court here in Mississippi, ~~ just tb be frank with you.

This discussion won't get us very far. Mr. Meredith
arrives and you are going to have police keep him
physically from going im «= is that the plan?

Well, Idon't =~ hold the line just a minute,

General, the only reason why we may have policg officers

there is to keep the peace. That's the reason for that,
I appreciate that,
We are hearing you have ordered an Army here,

Oh, no, Governor, I wouldn’t do that == I wouldn't
do it without telling you about it. I will be glad to
tell you when I do that, Ihad not planned to send any
more than the last time.

I don't see whanegymonoedk any need for sending lots
of folks, :

This fello, Meredith, gets out of the automobile and
he walks up the steps. Is someone going to physically
keep him from going in? -

.

If it brings on a breach of the peace.

That's what is going to be the problem. I is such a
ma jor step for us, , :

Does the state have a right to say about Ole m's or

- -t
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Tuttle and that courtand the federal court in New Orleans
have a right to control it or the State of Mississippi? _ _
That's the issue and I won't test it out,

: I think you have had the test and I think it is quite
; clear in the United States that the federal courts :
have the last say, You might rot like it . o » :
These ma ttershave been resolved many years ago
in the course of our history. I said last night that
you are not only a citizen of the state of Mississippi
but also a citizen of the United States, For you to

h eend your police out after the federal court re.
BARNETT: Our courts have acted too and our legislature have _ 1
: acted too. I am going to obey the laws of Mississippi, - 4
] i
! RFK: Are you going to obey the laws of the United States? !
! BARNETT: I have taken the oath of the State of Mississippi and
i I can't violate == : ,
( ) RFK: Haven't you taken the oath of the United States? . é {
[ : f
i : :
! BARNETT: Yes sir, and that is what we're trying to preserve and '}
it's being whittled away, |
hE . . '
) ! i RFK: The courts have acted on k it Governor,
] 3
; BARNETT: Yes, they are whittling it away piecemeal by piecemeal, ]
i >
:, ’ RFK: What about the Constitution?
h ; : ]

BARNETT: The constitution is the law of the land but not what some
Bedecst court says, . ' EI

Governor, Ithink we have totry to resolve this point t
between us., As Mr, Meredith arrives you are going to
have police amubtx or others who are ==

To'o e o the pe0ple. that's ‘no

They are going to keep him out of there?

I will say they're only for the purpose of == ‘:
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BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

. BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

Have they received instructions not to allow him to
come on ths campus?

Well, Ithink so.

I will have to reconsider how many people we send in,
I suppose then I will have to send more people in to
get him on the campus? As I say Ithought this was
resolved. Do you want to fight a pitched battle?

That's what it's going to boil down to, == whether
Mississippi can run its institutions or the federal
government is going to run things, Why don’t you
bring him on and if we tell him no let him go back
to court on this thing, You don't want any violence.

I don't understand, Governor. Where do you thinf
this is going to take your own state,

A lot of states haven't had the guts to take a stand,
We are going to fight this thing,

Are you going to fight it?

All the way as long as any courts will hear us. That's
the trouble now, ‘

What about Georgia?

They are weak~kneed,

In g Georgia, Governor?

A lot of them are, This is =i like a dictatorship,
Forcing him physically into Ole Miss, General,
that might bring on a lot of trouble. You don't want

to do that. You don't want to gk physically force him
in,

You don't want to physically keep him out, .

No, we don't want to use force. We will ask him to
stay out. We will ask him very quietly to stay out and
not enter fit,

That will be in violation of the federal aomutx law,
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BARMETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:
RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

I he ¢nters it will be in violation of the Mississippi

laws, Ihave taken an oath to uphold the laws of this
state. We have a statute taken a few days ago to have
anyone barred from entering the institution of higher
learning who has a criminal charge against him,

We believe in high~class people going to higher schools
not people who commit perjury in courts. He admitted
that, Do you want us who are honorble and upright
who are free from commiting crimes --

Ithink the problem is that the federal courts have
acted and when there is a conflict between your state
and the federal courts under arrangements made some

years ago, ==
.

The im titution is supported by the taxpayers of this
state and controlled solely by the trustees.

Governor, you are a part of the United States,

We have been a part of the United States but I don't
know whether we are or not.

Are you getting out of the Union?

Rt Looks like we're being kicked around == like tm
we don't belong to it. General, this thing is serious,

R's serious here. .

Must it be over one little boy == backed by communist
front == backed by the NAACP which is a communist
front?

I don't think it is ==

We know it is down hei-ea

Governor, can I get back in touch with you and let you ==
I will appreciate it; I will be right here., Iam going

to treat you with every courtesy but I vwo n't agree to

let that boy to get to Ole Miss, I will never agree to

that, I would rather spend the rest of my life in a
penitentiary than do that, '




RFK: " Ihave a responsibility to enforce the laws of the
’ United States, :
BARNETT: I appreciate that, You have a responsibility; Why
don't you let the NAACP run their own affairs and
quit cooperating with that crowd. We would appreciate -
that a lot,
RFK: Governor. Iam only in it because there is an order of A ?

the court, Ibelieve in the federal courts, in the
Constitution of the United States, I believe in the

. Union, That is why I took an oath of fofice and
Iintend to fulfifit. The orders of the Court are going
to be upheld, As Itold you you are a citizen not only
of the State of Missis sippi but also of the United States.

: Could I give ym#l ring?
1 . .
- BARNETT:  You do that. At Fl 3-4939 or F1 3-1585 or if both - .
lines are busy, just call the Governor's office.
You are going to let me know when and where he is !
going to appear, Do that before == E :
4 . . !
(\ RFK: I will try to do that within the next half-hour, i ]
1 A
BARNETT: Good to hear from you, ’
E - F
1
« |
2 ] B
, o ' }
‘, ¢
st ’ ‘
{‘ -%‘:‘ e
: 7/
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S22 SUMMARY OF ADDITIONAL TELBPHONE
‘CONVBRSATION ON SEPTEMBER 25, 1962

Between the Attorney General's conversation
with the Governor at 12:20 p.m., and the conversationm
at 3:25 p.m., I discussed this matter with the attorneys
for the Board of Trustees, particularly Charles Clark,
We agreed that Ellis would come to the Federal Building
to register Meredith, At the time of the Attorney
General's conversation at 3:25 with the Governor,
that was the understanding,

Following the telephone conversation at 3:258,
I was informed by Mr., Clark that Ellis was physically
prevented from leaving the State House to go to the
Federal Building., Mr, Clark said that Mr., Bllis
was under subpoena to a legislative investigating
committee, and that they would use police if
necessary to prevent him from leaving the room where
he was to be questioned, .

I called Mr, Tubb, the President of the Board of
Trustees,., Mr, Tubdb repeated what Mr. Clark had said.
Mr, Tubb said that when they arrived at Jackson the
Governor and his people had completely taken over the
offices of the Board of Trustees. -

Mr, Clark also told me that his clients intended
to stick to the letter of the Court's order, and that
if Meredith did not appear to be registered by 2:00 p.m,
Jackson time, he would have to appear to be registered
during regular office hours at Oxford at some time in
the future. ‘

Following these conversations, I called Judge
Tuttle. By order of the Court the time during which
the Registrar was required to be availadble to Meredith
on that afternoon was extended. We then decided that
Meredith should go to the State House to see what
happened. The Attorney Genersl's conversations with
Governor Barnett starting at 6:00 p.m. followed,
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CONV'ERSATION BETWEEN RFK AND GOVERNOR BARNETT
TUESDAY, SEPT. 25, 1962-at-3:25 p.m.

RFK:
BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:
RFK:
BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:
RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

-~

'fou don't know where he is going to register.

Hello,
General, How are you?‘
Fine, Governor, Well now this Mr. Meredith will be

leaving from New Orleans in another == 1 suppose
within the next haIf-hour or so,

All right, e
What time do you have?
We have 1:25, - o ' )

And he'll be coming to Jackson, Iassume it takes
about an hour, _

That's right,

He should be there about 2:30,

All right,

I will have an automobile meet him there in Jackson ==

You wxll have an automobile to meet him in Jackson at
the airport. All right,

My present plan is that he will go to the U.S. Attorney's
office and then we will make our plans from there as to
how he is going to go and what action we are going to
take and =

He's going to the Federal 3uildlng? He's going to try
to register there? ' : : ’

He is going to go there first,

’;“‘1‘ Pk
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BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:
RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:
BARNETT:
RFK:

BARNETT:

i

I am not sure., I am going to work it out,
The court order orders him to register here.

I will study that and I will be in touch with you
afterwards,

All right. Thanks,

There will no interference and he will be protected
there?

¢
There will be no violence at all,

And no interference with him?
No physical violence, no. We never have had any

violence here you know, We are exercising every
degree of diligence to prevent violence. We don't

anticipate any, We certainly don't want it,

You and I will talk about it a little later,
I want to know where he is going,.

We will talk after he gets there to the building,.

All right,

[N
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g CONVERSATION BETWEEN RFK AND GOVERNOR BARNETT,
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 1962 at 6:10 p.m.

RFK: Governor?

BARNETT: How are you, General?

RFK: Fine, Governor. Mr. Meredith is at the U.S. Attorneys'’
office in == : :
BARNETT: In Jackson == .
: ‘ . ¥
RFK: And Junderstand that there is a big crowd around the
- ul , State House where he is going to come and register.
@ ] I wonder if you could arrange\for some room for him «=
j
BARNETT: - We will have a room. :
j RFK:- Can you clear the crowds so we don't make a big circus?
f BARNETT: You would have a big space. They're not going to bother F
i h
4 O im, _
4 3 RFK: I will make it difficult, We just want to make sure the
way is clear, ’
X 3
. BARNETT: Just make sure the way is clear,
, R .
’ RFK: ~ What entrance is he going to come in? ;

BARNETT: He can come in =« ] would say the north side =~ well,
it's the east side ==~

e ’;. N‘Hh ‘F ). 1

RFK: The east side?

BARNETT: - Of the building,.

RFK: What room number is this? . . £

It'l on the 10th floor,

£ kR I b

Do you have a lot of people ltanding there right now?

Not so many. _
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BARNETT:

RFK:
BARNETT:
RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

- RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK:

BARNETT:

RFK: — -

Are you going to try to clear that == how many people
do you have there?

Oh, Idon't know, I can see about 15 or 18 right now,
They're high-class people.

You will have that under control?

Oh, absolutely,

What room number?

He come s to the front office of the Board of Trustees of
the Institute of Higher Learning and he won't be bothered,
They are not going to try to hurt him,

You have got the registrar there?

B's Room 1007, Oh, yes, he's here.

He'll come to the East Entrance, -

Inmediately across the street from the new Capitol,

Is it clear there?

Oh, yes.

Will you tell them he's on his way?

Oh, yes,

Are Will you have an elevator =-

There will be an elevator =- that will be clear fc;r him,
General, that's the last thing we want is violence,

I hope this is all conducted with the dignity of the United
States and the Governor of the State of Mississippi.

B will be.
They'll be over, V J

.

Thank you, General,




