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i - CONVERSATION BETWEEN RFK AND CHANCELLOR JOHN D.
‘ WILLIAMS, FRIDAY, OCT. 5, 1962 at 7:15 p.m.

= I RFK: Hello, Chancellor, this {s the Attorney General

; speaking. 1am very concerned about the reports 1
recelved today and over the period of ths last faw days
regarding the activities of the students at the Ualversity

é and the failure to take any action as far as disciplining

PREE o

the students who participated in these uafortunate
incidents. The headlines today say that you announced
these students we turned over to you without taking any
action because we wanted to leave it in your hands --

as long as the Army didn't take any action against them --

L ae ol L

WILLIAMS: That's not right.

B
R

; RFK: The second thing -- today Mr. Meredith goes through

: the hallway of the campus and he is booed and hissed
i and cbscenities shouted at him -« 40 or 50 students --
| {s anyone going to do anythiag -~

‘ WILLIAMS: We are going to, but Mr. Attorney General, you do not
- 1! realize that we have thousands of pecple in Mississippt - i
o who will come here at the defense of these people at the i
1 first opportunity. We are going to take disciplinary
action azalast the people who participated ia the riots
{ as soom as Mr. Katserbach has furniskad us with the 1
3 report on each oas of the studects ea what he did. We !

' were ia 0o position to do aaytkicg -~ we had no one
around here to take facts oa these things. But the °
Marshals are here aow, aad the FB] -~

RFK: Do you wasnt to hold en? ] want to read this newspaper
story: The Unlversity of Mississippl plans to take a0
actioa against any of its students «-

WILLIAMS: That is a false statement.

RFK: (Reading): University Chaacellor J. D. Willlamse told
reperters the eriversity's attitude has beea that if the

- asthorities release a mum-mnmru
of our haads.




No, they have inferred that -- that the policy has beea
in the case where students in the court -~ we do oot
take any action against them uantil we have evidence.

If the court clears them we feel they are cleared. We
are proceeding at the preseat time working with Mr.
Katsenbach and he has furnished us with informatioa
and they will be called before the judicial counsel -~

§ RFK: What about, for instance, today it reads terridbly, that
= Meredith goes through the school hall and the studeats

: yelling obscenities -~

: WILLIAMS: V' e're doing the best we can but we're being plagued with

’ reporters and photographers who are inciting the students

| to do this kind of thing. Ihope they will get off and let

j us get back to normal. All this week has been terrific.
SN About 200 of them were swarming on us, coming ia back

' ! doors, trying to get pictures of Meredith in the classroom.
]

1 would say the press has been most cooperative but you

do have some who have orders to get certain things and

1 they do things to get it. Things have been at a high pitch.

f / We had a meeting this morning to get on the fraternities -~

{ the sororities are all right. What we tried to do is to
relax enough to let these individual students show their
hand. If we put on a real tight hold on these people we
wouldn't know our danger spots. We waat to know who
are the leaders. If we get enough evidence then we will

' go it for good and get the ones who are responsible.

a0 e

RFK: 1 appreciate that. It makes me feel far better oa this,
The story was unfortunate and thea Mr. Katzenbach was
_asked frequently tolay -- and then what weat on the ticker

ﬂ . - today. You kaow I had conversatioas last week -- which

! was not unfortunztely givea ia full to Senator Eastland

! when I asked the Urlversity te take disciplinary actlom.

’ He was tcld they woulda't -- was told tha waiversity would

] \ be closed -- the cross buraing on the uaiversity -~ they

couldn't punish people -~

Sy T Ty o e R

P WILLIAMS: The cross was put there by some citisens of Oxford.
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When this riot broks out 1 asked some officlals to
promulgatp - - - -] did ask for that and oaly part of it
was reported in the Senate - - - - we have not made
any statement.

I hope you woan't because we tried to cooperate in any way
we could -- trying to carry out the court orders and

give out press releases that would help on the national
and state level. You can imagine the tight spot we're in,
We want to do what's right but we have a tremendous
aumber of people in Mississippi who have to be let alone,
that it woa't be done in a short time.

It does make me feel more comfortable that somethiag
will be done.

Vie're doing everything we can. You take 4800 students
who have come from homes and commuaities that are

not in sympathy at all with that we are having to do. You
can't handle people by the thousands when we can't get
the support like we need. - - - The Marshals were doing
their duty but the student body now have grown reseatful.
We have just set up a lunchean on Moaday to bulld up
something of a rapport betweea - - - - Gen. Howse

who is ksre i{s a remarkable person and he and the
military have had a hard job to do and I think they have
done an outstandlag job =- I'm to report it to Senator
Stennis and Secy McNamara. I regret sveryoae of these
incicents and it's a mattor of humiliation and embarrasse-
ment to me. The headlins in the papor ls a miscarriage
of my ictection and thoy have takea what [ have said and
have act fcllowed through on what was said subsequently,
The Usiversity is not for vicleace and this was brought
out ia the press conference. We are going to do svery-
thing we can to mzto thess students rospect the

Federal Goverament. We are dolng what measures

we caa to prevett any further incideats down here.

I am happy to hear that. Thask you very much,
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9 CONVERSATION BETWEEN RFK AND CHANCELLOR JOHN D.

T WILLIAMS, FRIDAY, OCT. 5, 1962 at 7:15 p.m.

RFK:
i
i
WILLIAMS:
ot RFK:
E
i () wiLniams:
i
g i
RFK:
'WILLIAMS:
RFK:

WICTI

Hello, Chancellor, this is the Attorney General

speaking., Iam very concerned about the reports I
received today and over the period of the last few days .
regarding the activities of the students at the University
and the failure to take any action as far as disciplining
the students who participated in these unfortunate
incidents. The headlines today say that you announced
these students we turned over to you without taking any
action because we wanted to leave it in your hands -~

as long as the Army didn't take any action against them ==

That's not right.

The second thing =- today Mr. Meredith goes through
the hallway of the campus and he is booed and hissed
and obscenities shouted at him -- 40 or 50 students --
is anyone going to do anything -~

We are going to, but Mr. Attorney General, you do not
realize that we have thousands of people in Mississippi
who will come here at the defense of these people at the
first opportunity. We are going to take disciplinary
action against the people who participated in the riots
as soon as Mr. Katzenbach has furnished us with the -
report on each one of the students on what he did. We
were in no position to do anything -- we had no oue
around here to take facts on these things. But the
Marshals are here now, and the FBl ==

Do you want to hold on? I want to read this newspaper
story: The University of Mississippi plans to take no
action against any of its students - . .
That is a false statement,

(Reading): University Chancellor J. D. wmumi told

_ reporters the university's attitude has been that if the

authorities release a student that takes the matter out
of our hands. : )
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WILLIAMS:

WILLIAMS:

(\

RFK:

WILLIAMS:

No, they have inferred that -- that the policy has been
in the case where students in the court -- we do not
take any action against them until we have evidence.
If the court clears them we feel they are cleared. We
are proceeding at the present time working with Mr,
Katzenbach and he has furnished us with information
and they will be called before the judicial counsel --

What about, for instance, today it reads terribly. that
Meredith goes through the school hall and the students

" yelling obscenities =-

We're doing the best we can but we're being plagued with
reporters and photographers who are inciting the students
to do this kind of thing. Ihope they will get off and let

us get back to normal. All this week has been terrific,
About 200 of them were swarming on us, coming in back
doors, trying to get pictures of Meredith in the classroom.
I would say the press has been most cooperative but you '
do have some who have orders to get certain things and
they do things to get it. Things have been at a high pitch,
We had a meeting this morning to get on the fraternities --
the sororities are all right. What we tried to do is to
relax enough to let these individual students show their
band. If we put on a real tight hold on these people we
wouldn't know our danger spots. We want to know who

are the leaders. If we get enough evidence then we will

go it for good and get the ones who are responsible,

I appreciate that, It makes me feel far better on this.
The story was unfortunate and then Mr, Katzenbach was
asked frequently today =- and then what went on the ticker
today. You know I had conversations last week ~= which
was not unfortunately given in full to Senator Eastland
when I asked the University to take disciplinary action,
He was told they wouldn't -~ was told the university would
be closed -- the cross burning on the university -- they
couldn't punish people -~

The cross was put there by some citizens of Oxford.

J

-




=

WILLIAMS:

RFK:

WILLIAMS:

RFK:

When this riot broke out I asked some officials to
promulgate - - - -1 did ask for that and only part of it
was reported in the Senate « - - - We have not made
any statement.

I hope you won't because we tried to cooperate in any way
we could -- trying to carry out the court orders and .
give out press releases that would help on the national
and state level.,, You can imagine the tight spot we're in,
We want to do what's right but we have a tremendous
number of people in Mississippi who have to be let alone,
that it won't be doune in a short time,

It does make me feel more comfortable that something
will be done. :

We're doing everything we can. You take 4800 students
who have come from homes and communities that are

not in sympathy at all with that we are having to do. You
can't handle people by the thousands when we can't get
the support like we need., = = - The Marshals were doing
their duty but the student body now have grown resentful,
We have just set up a luncheon on Monday to build up
something of a rapport between = - = = Gen, Howze

who is here is a remarkable person and he and the
military have had a hard job to do and I think they have
done an outstanding job =- I'm to report it to Senator
Stennis and Secy McNamara, Iregret everyone of these
incidents and it's a matter of humiliation and embarrasse-
ment to me., The headline in the paper is a miscarriage
of my intention and they have taken what I have said and
have not followed through on what was said suhsequently.
The University is not for violence and this was brought
out in the press conference. We are going to do every=
thing we can to make these students respect the

Federal Government, We are doing what measures

we can to prevent any further incidents down here.

I am happy to hear that. Thank you very much,




CONVERSATION BETWEEN GOVERNOR BARNETT AND

BURKE MARSHALL, MONDAY, OCT. 1, 1962, at 4:15 p.m. b
BARNETT: General?

M.ARSHALL:‘ Governﬁr, this is Burke Marshall,

BARNETT: Mr. Marshll, how are you?

MARSHALL: Mr. Kennedy isn't here -- he was up all night,

BARNETT: | Mr. Marshall, let me ask you this, There are a lot

of students at Ole Miss who want to go home and they
are not permitted to leave the campus by the

Federal authorities, you see, Can't you get us per- -
mission to let them go home -- those who want to?
Their mothers are screaming -- they really want

to go home.

MARSHALL: I'1l look into it . Idon't know the regulations here.
Whatever they were they were established by the
military people in view of the extremely unpleasant
situation last night, I will look into ax it and let
you know,

BARNETT: I would appreciate it. Why don't you encourge
the Attorney General to take Mcredith off the campus?

He's already regiatered.

MARSHALL: He's entitled to stay there, The Attorney General
has nothing to do with that, His duty is to enforce ;
the court order. He doesn't have anything to do ¥
with that, ' ;

BARNETT: " They would recognize him and they would comply with
his request. It's just an intolerable situation, you
know. . You don't want that g to go on,

MARSHALL: Governor, that kind of thing is up to Meredith, R's
none of our business, But I will =~
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BARNETT: Marshall, we have a plan in Mississippi where 1
think -- I am not sure -- but I think we could pay N
his expenses in another state, in another school
and if he will agree to go to school somewhere else n
and our law permits it, we can do that, you see.
He would be happier, everybody would be happy,
and the whole problem would be solved, P~

'y Wu.p;v,

MARSHALL: Governor, he wanted to go to the university and the

1 court gave him the order and there is nothirg we can

' do about that, That's between the court and Meredith. ,
Our only duty is to see that the court order is obeyed !
just like any other law,

BARNETT: Is is all right with you if someone gets in touch
with him about that?

MARSHALL: That's up to you.
, BARNETT: Who should we call about that?
% MARSHALL: It's just nothing that we have anything to do with,
£ O You can make any sort of proposition to Meredith
r that you want, I suppose.

BARNETT: Who is his lawyer down here? Do you remember? : ,
1 I don't remember. o
1

MARSHALL: I don't know his lawyer in Memphis. He has a

lawyer in New York named Greenberg and another

calied Constance Motley. But that's between !
you and them. We don't have anything to do with

that.

BARNETT: The other is Motley. All right,

o o cnii ot 2 AR

MARSHALL: I will let you know about this other thing.

BARNETT: Right away? My sheex telephone number here is
n. 3"1811.

MAKSHALL: All right, Governor,
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Jutanotétotelljwthuluiymrleunb
Burke Marshall. Although we disagree on some of
thepﬂm. I wanted to tell you how much 1 appreciate
your understanding of our efforts. I know bow
-« difficult this situation must be for you and your
- -colleagues and all 1 can 8o is express regret that '
events have forced all of us into these most unfortunate . ~
circumstances.

Sincerely,

Robert F. Kennedy
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Mw. Brackem
I appreciate very much your kind letter of
Oetobc%huvonactluht:ncmw n

meazns & good deal to me to be made aware of
support in the Bar oa this question, and I am meost

grateful for your thoughtfulnsss.
Siacerely,

T e e e e e

Robert ¥, Kennedy
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My, Joka P. Bracksa
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MENORANDUR FOR ' ' e ({(/‘/
HRonorable lLee C. White
Assistant Special Counsel
to the President
) This is in reference to your nemorandum of
August 1 asking my reaction to a suggestion made by
J. Irwin Miller, President of the Natisnal Council of
Churches, in his tetter of July 23, 1963, that a amall
consulting group of religious leaders de designated by
the President on the subject of race relations,
-1 believe that the President should designate
a committee zs suggested by Mr, Niller, :
Attached is a suggested draft reply to the
letter of J. Irwin Killer to the President. I anm alse
attaching a suggested form of latier to the various
meaders of the new coamittee,
? I sm returaing Mr, Miller's letter to you,
LFo
. rd
Louis PF. Oberdosfer
‘ Assistant Atterney Genersl
—
€C: Records . .
Chron. J/ Handwritten note:
Mr. Marshall
Nr. Oberdorfer You may want to qheck this with Ralph
Mr. Barrett Dungan. . .
. L.F.0,
T R I YA S ST ﬂ'v:;a TR T T g " . o *r.“” A e - e B ool —




o daisid e

X
4

gt

s
RN

g, Lo e . i e Rt . A

B

O R T T

.‘ML e,
R ANV N

Leuis P. Oberdorfery
Assist:at Attorney Genersl

St.John Barzett
Second Assistant
Civiy righte Division

Coatinuing contacts with religious lcndcrgl\

,The purpose of this memorandun is to outline our
present contacts with the various religious groups growing
out of the wWhite Houee Conference with religious lesders
on civil rights in June, ead o aake certsin zecoamendacions.

. -~

To date tepresentatives of this Department have beea
dexling priaarily with the following groups:

l.l'Coa:innatlon Comaittee of the Mationsl
Conference on Religioa an Race.

.The Natiensl Conference on Religioa and Race was
convened in Chicago in Januzry of this yesr, composed of 70
nstion-wide religious denominatioas snd organizations from
s11 of the three major faiths--Cathollic, Jewish, and Protestaat,
fhe Coaference designated a “Coatinuation Conalttee” to follow
up some of the action of the Conference itself. The Committee
was given specific autherlity to foster interracisl-interfaith
conmittees st the local level. The Conmittee was given neo
other suthority for actiea, sithough it was sppareatly expected

- te continue ss & point of contact and information exchange
between the varfous religlious groups on prodlena of race rels-
tiens, :

fhe Counittee is preseatly budgeted for s one-year
continustion through Hay 31, 1964, However, tess than half
of the bDudgatary support comuictted by the three major faithe
hae sctuslly beea paid, The Coamnittes has & full-time Executlive
pitector ia Hew York and a part-time Fleld Secretary in Chicage,
It is preseatly emgaged through aa taterfaith subcommittes in
organiziag interfaith comalttees ac the local level. :

2. Energency Cownisnion on Religion and
ance of tha L.otlonal Councll of Chugehes,

The Natiomal Coumeil of Churches ia an istez-denoninational
Protestant or;n-t::zt;,. representiag virtually sil of the

c¢cs lcFords Chrom., MNr. laxahqli Hr. Barrett

'
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3. Comnusities l» which schools have not éssegrsgsted
and aze met subject te 8 court order but ia which conditions
ase such that s siaizum amount of affirmstive cossuaity pressuss
could result in veolumtery eteps towssd ¢esegregation,

- 4. léentities of dusiness eatezprises which have :
changed from o policy of discrininatien to ond of acn-discriming~
tiem but which sre sufferzing econenicslly decsuse of white boy-
cotts, harassaent, etc. ¥e hsve aircsdy previded this type of
{nformstica to deth the women's greup and the religious greup

s few imstences te pssmit then to stimulate suppert at the 1o0cel
tevel for the desagregating business cCOBCOTRS.

s. 1dentitice of cennunities ia which we have had eoOm~
plainte ef police miscemduct. Dr. Spike dosas not wish te have
the resuits of any i{aveotigation nor eur evalustien of the com-
plsints. The mere faet that there have tees ceaplaints would
slezt lecal church lesders te the need for fregwent Jait vislita-
tieas, sttendsnce st couzt proceedings, discussiens vith pelice

~

officisls, ete. _ .

6. Threstesed clesing of ;ovcxnncatilxysopcr:tod fagili-
ties, such as perks, t1ibsaries, suinaing poels, golf couzses,
etc., in oxdez te aveld desegregatien.

7. Cepies of press ciippings regarzding conduct by
churches and churchass ia ecdar that the astiensl chured jeadese
csa write spprepriste connendatory lettess oF take cerrective
sgsticn, 88 the case SAy be.

The icfermstien referszed to ia the adeve seven items has
deen edtainmcd by this Depaztuent fros govescaentel, publis, end
private sourced. scxe of it kas becm ebtalned ia connaction
with eur inferast effozte te Llemtify sacisl treable spote sand
te avoid sexicus tgoudle by mecad of evnciliation.

‘g thisk she infermatism situded te in items 1, 2, snd &
reiating te tl.raslial ceznittecs, desegregating schools ané
elesinmg of geverzzental fogitities can be fozaiched te the
seligices greuds &3 8 satter ef courcé. Altheugh oug infermse

ties is dsown partly frem geversarntsl aad private sewsces, i

AR
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3. Comnunities ia which scheoole have net depegregated
and are Bot sudjoct te & ceuct ordar Hut is which conditiens
sge such that s aivimun anocint of affirmative coanunity pressure
could gesult is velwntary eteps tounsd dessgregation.

4. ldentities of buainess enterprisss which have :
chenged frem 8 pelicy of dlscrininstion te ene ¢f son-discrining-
{ tica dut which are scfferisg ecomomically becsuse of white Dey-

e9tts, heragscasnt, ¢tC. ¥e Lave alrendy provided this type of
« iaformation te Doth the woemen®s group 2ad the seligleuws group ia
: s fow insteaces te permit them te stimulate suppert st the. locsl
# level fer the desegragatiag businsse cencerns.

S. ldentitice of connunities is which we have hed
plalnts of police mlocecmdues, Dr. Spiks does not wish te
the reszlts of any f{avestigetiea mor our cveluatien of the com-
plaints. 7The mere fact that thore have been csaplaints weuld
slext lecal church Leadesrs te the nesd for fregquent Jail visite-
ticas, attendance st court precesdings, discussicas with peliice
efficislis, etec.

3 . Threatened clesing of govermuentslly-epersted fegili-
ties, such ss parks, 1iSsariess, suinming peels, gelf coccocc.
ete., in ezrder to svelc desegregation,

7. Coplies of prese siippings regarding comduct by
churches snd echuzebhnea fa ecder that tho netienal chureh lsaders
- esm write sppropriote cemmendatory lettoss of teke corrective
sctiea, 28 the case wey de. C

The isforeatien pefegred te in the asdeve ssven Ltems tao
been edtciced by this Pepsrtocant fres geovegumental, pedliie, snd
peivate geuceed. Scos ef it kas Loca edtained in conuectien
with cur fafcreal effcees te idcantify racisl troudle spots -ad
te avcid ecrisza trecdle by maczs of coaciifatien.

F
I thiak the iaformatica siluded te in items 1, 3, snd & h
1 relating te tl-racics) cemmittees, degegregating echools sad
clccing of gevorazeatal feclilities ces be furnished teo the
reilcicus grorys &3 & matter ef course. Althengh eur infermse
tion 10 draun psrtly frea gevesnaental sud privete sources, it

-
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fs largely infermatien that 1s a watter of pudlic netice. It
s net isfermatien wiich we have obdtsised in comnection with
say specifis 3sw enforcenent functien of the Department. I
think we could stand racdy te furaish this ssme information te
say individual or erganizstien having o legitinste interest is
obtataing 1it. :

1tea 7, selating to press clippings of church eveats,
is of siner imgportsnce, invelves s silight smount of tecoudble om
our part, and is informatica drawa exclusively from pubdlie
sources. 1 think we casm supply {t,

Itens 3 and 4, gelating to communities ia which schools
aze susceptidle te veluntary desegregation and to dusisess ene
terprises suffering ecoesomic szeprisats, sre more difficult. 1In-
feszatica regarding the pessidility of voluntary scheol desegre~
gstien mececcurily iavolves a Judgment by this Depastnent as te

. which conmunitics are susceptidle and which are mot. While we
-azre is 8 pretty good pesitica te form such & jJudsment 1 doubdt
whetlier we should furnish s Judgment which will the basis of
sctica by private groups. It weuld be a cifferent matter if the
church greups amede tholr owa 1ist of communitiea im which they
sicdt seek te incuce scheel decsgregatien and then ask us fer
whatever spacific inforanation we night have dDearing oa this
situstion. Im sbert, I think they sheuld fecus em the ceonnunity
and then consult us, rather thcn our directing their attentiom
to connunitics which, in eur judgaent, are sudject te influence.

_ Item 4, zelating te ccensnic reprisals agaimst desegregat-

ing dusiczcece; 10 sleco €ifficuit. There ssoms no predlem ia

ougy fusuichizg imformation froa pwblic scurces, such as 23WSHEDELS .
Where L3 sorrces are met publis, hewever, I suppose we would aet

b wilif=g te furalizh tho saze icfermatica te othar groups whe

nicht éecdre 4t &4 wdo michit have a lecs veaign purpode thaa

the cburcd grovps. Pegkops the furnishing of this infermatien {
csa B2at Bs 1oft €3 am £4 '~ bdesis. 1a xeay iastences we cam
probobly eurs233 tRat thg Ui imeccmen disectly comtact the

saligions gecap edthar at thae 1¢ccal er meticmal level.

1 belleve that we camast propesly furaish the zeligiews
greups imferrnstica dopegited {a 1tem $ rezesdlag eur receipt eof
| selice bruotality gozjlelints. These cemplalnts ere odteinmed of
P geccived Dy the Begpastusnt ia conrcetica with eur epecifis law
L epiosconont frastion. Hevevsr carelully ve Redge our teenpnittel,
giviag the sregurated infermstica te the religieus greups wewid

Sy




smeunt te directing their attentien te particular comaunities
as places of pessible police abuse. We can, of course, answer
specific inguiries by the church groups regarding particular
cases or cemplaints thet have cemes to their attention from
ether seusees.

B. Religious Group. te which informatien should be provided.

1 think there weuld be a number of advantages in directing
any information which we previde ss s matter of zroutine te the
Centinuation Committee of the Nationasl Conference en Race and
Religien. PFirst, the committee is a bDroader-based interfaith
group 8o it could net be ssid we are being selective in whem we
dealt with, Secend, it would be convenient to service all the
religious groups by s single transmittal and leave it to the
conmittee to disseminate the informatien further. Third, it
would insulate us st least one step from groups that are taking
vgdirecy action” over which we have no control and would possidbly
avoid the suspicien that the Department was sctively "promoting
demonstrations,” etc. PRourth, the Chairman of the Committee is
J. Irwin Miller, who is also President of the National Council
of Churches and is the chuschman te whom the Presidant has leoked

' for leadership in matters arising from the Kkiie Heuse Conference.

The disadvantages of using the Continuation Committees as
a cenduit for information from this Departmeat are seversi,
Pirst, its staff is beth inadequate and is divided detween
Chicage and New Yerk. Second, it has budget problems which
threaten its centinued existence. Third, Dr. Spike, who heads
the Emergency Coumissien ef the Natienal Council of Churches
dnd whese gsoup is the ene with the greatest capacity te get
things done, opposes having sny administrstive "superstrfucture”
which will insulate his cennissien from this Department, j

3 think it weuld be well te discuss with Mr, MNiller the
desirability eof using the Continuatien Comnaittee for formal S
tranenittales of infocmatien from this Department te the religious
cencunity. It may be that the conmittee iteaif can be beefed up
and given s mere sdaguate staff se that all of the faiths weuld
be satisfled in its beling used for this purpese. Our funneling
seutine transmittsis threugh the cemmittee weuld mot, of course,
precinde disect centast betweses the Department and gtaff meambers
of the other religicus greups zegazdimg particulsr racial situa-
tiens as they may arise.
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€. Ceoorzdination between the religieus groups and
ether of the White House greups.

With respect te those of the White House greups which
intend an active pregram te promete better race reslations and
gscial justice at the community level, there is a need for co-
erdinating their activities. This ceordination should relate
te the follewing: '

1. Precedure for exchange of information en key
community lesders who ceuld be contacted,

3., Priorities to be .--Lgnéd to different comnmuni-
ties for affirmative actien,

3. Steps being taken for the formstion eof bi-racisl
committees at the community level.

These attending the meeting sheuld include, at the nininunm,

Mrs. Herton, from the Womens Group, Dr. Spike, Mr. Ahmana,
Reverend Weaver, Mrs, Petersen, and semesons from this Department,
It sheuld probably also include s representative of the Jewish
faith < perhaps Rabbi Hiatt or Mr. Murray. 1 think that Mr,
Ahmann's sttendance (he is both Bxecutive Director of the
National Cathelie Conference for Inter-racial Justice, and

Pield Secretary of the Continustion Committee of the Katienal
Confegzence on Race and Religion) will provide sufficlent
_gepresentation for the Catholics. However, if Rabbi Hiatt
sttends I suppese that Father Cronin should alse be included,

l’think 1t would be well if the representatives of the
vazieus groups at the meeting had prepared te brimg with thems

(1) Liets of lecal centacts in Southera states
agranged by cemmunity.

(8) A 1ist of cemnunities in which their greup
has either tsken steps te ferm a bi-racial
cennittee or has actually formed nugh &
cenmnittes. |

(3) Its own prierity 1ist of cemmunitiecs for
fusther actien., -

(4) 1ts ewn prieczity 1ist of sudbject mattess feor
actien, i.0., schoel dessgregation, police
brutality, pudblic accemmedatiens, empleyment,
ets.

5
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It sesems teo me that t

in the federal gevernment s
1e 4in the cenduect of such ister-group meetings

fornuistien eof
zelling, hewever,
meeting and sugges

I think the foll

his Department and ether agencies
heuid take ss minimsl s part a8

and the
the plans eof the private groups. To get things
we might make 3 centsct to agrange such 8

t st least a skeletal agends.

RECOMMENDATIONS

ewing steps should be taken at this time:

Discuss with Mz, Miller the fessibility and
desizabdbitity eof transmitting informational
items intended for the religious greups
threugh the Continuatien Committes of the
National Conference on Race and Religien.

Set up s meeting between the leaders of the
Womens and religious groups to coordinate
their activities.
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Mr. Puman L. Tesplaton

President, Presbyterisn Interrecial
Council '

235 VWest $31d Strest

Chicago 9, Illinois

Dear Mr, Templeton:

I was very glad to receive your note ghout
increansed cooperation between and sctivity by the
social action groups of the various religfous de-
nominations in the field of rece’relations,

Ye will keep your suggestion in mind,

Sincerely,

Attorney Genarel

Records

Chron

M¥r. Marshall
Mr. Cberdorfer -
Mr. Barrett

The Attorney Generel

h
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» The
 (RCC) scheduled to

N, Willism Noyers
Special Assistant to the President
The White Nouse

Louis F. Oderdorfer v
LF O'Auimnt Attorney Gemerel

Department of Justice
Eational Council of Churches

representatives of the Natiomel Cowneil of Cwrches

Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, Indianapolls,
Indiane, Senfor Bishop, Evangelicel United
gcvthun Cwmrch, newly elected Presidemt,

M. J. Iruin Killer, Columbus, Indians,

fomediate past President, NCC; designated
by Pregsident Kennedy to serve as 1iaison
with the group of religious leaders who -

" mot on June 17, 1863, to discuss eivil

rl‘mo .

Pev, Lurene Carson Blake, New York, New
York, Steted Clerk, Bnited Presbyterian
Clezoehy Vice Chafr=sn, Commission om
Religion end Raee of NCC.

Bishco B, Julian Smith, Chicsgo, Illineis,
Curistion Mathodist Episceral Charch; Vice
%ima. Cemnission on Religion and Race,

Rev. Rolert Spike, Wew York, New York, .
Exceutive Director, Comuissien on Religion
eud Rz2co, KC,

As you requscted, Rev. Spike has eubmitted for the
mtmfmmws

mummummm
for his leclership in civil rights sow and

meet with President Jolmson at 3:00 P. M.

T 5
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2.

* 3.

8.

es Senstor snd Vice Presideat, psrticularly
as Chaivman of the President’s Committee on

Equal Eapleyment Opportunity,

Brief report on Nztional Council of Chmurches®

activities in recent months including lisfsom

with the hite Housze and Depurtment of Justiceyp”

suppert of cowmunity bi-recial counittees, assist-

ance in fndividuczl and community rocisl problems;
~ation of churches; snd, most important,

sup>ort for civil rights legislation, Will

wention sction of Triennial Ascoably st

Philsdaelphis on December 6, 1963, endorsing the

pending legislation end urging support of the

discharge petition, .

Major pregrams through next .ou-'r:

a. Legtislation

b. Job Oppertunities - How can ehurches hcl,p?

¢. NHousing Discrimination - How can churches help?

Propoze to discuss future liaison between the
Wnite House, Departaent of Justice and religlous

groups,.

BCC: The Atterney Ceneral
Degarty Attorney Generel
AAG Karshall

TR v B



24 December 1963

John M. Pratt, Esquire
Counsel to the Commission on
Raligion and Race '

475 Riverside Drive
New York 27, New York

Dear Jacks

Thank you so much for your wvery
full and informative letter omn the
Church Peace Mission. It is beyond the
call of duty, took some work, and I
appreciate it.

Regards,

Burke Marshall
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Division

C e

.




July 14, 1961

Mg, Lesiie ¥, Dundbars

Executive Directors

Southern Reglonal Council, Ine,

5 Porasyth Stgeet, N.W, .

Atlantas 3, Georgis / .

’

Dear Less /

Many thanks for Ben Muse's geport oa
Alabama. It 4s most heipful to receive this kind
of basic data. I hope I will have & chance to see
him again soom and further pick out his knowledge.

Best regards,

Burks Marshall
Assistant Attozney Gemeral
Civil Rights Divisiea




August 16, 1961

Mr. Lesiie ¥, Dunbar

Director of Research -

Southern Regional Council, Ine.
S Forsyth Street, N W,

Atlants 3, Georgin : ,

Desr Leslles

: At the Taconic Foundation meeting im New
York recently, you asked me about the status of a
number of complaints reclating to police brutality
allegedly taking place in Birsingham and thereadbouts
over the last three years.

I have checked our records om each of the
complaints which you gave mec, In 211 but one of the
cases, we have been required to close the investiga-
tions because of an inability to produce any evidence
of & violation of federsl law, In most of these in-
stances the problem was that there was no way of
establishing federal jurisdiction bccause there was
no satisfactory evideace of participation by any
persons acting under color of 1aw., In other instances
there was simply insufficient evidence disclosed by
the full FBI fnvestigation of any criminal violations
by the police officers who were involved,

In one case, involving the comaplaint by

Theotis Crymes, the matter was presented to & Federal
Grand Jury and indictament was returned. Upon trial
the defendant was scquitted. The trisl was coancluded
Dececher 13, 1960, The charge was under Section 242
of Title 18, based upon the assault and shooting of
the victim by officers of thc Helens Police Depart-
ment. There was, of course, mo further action which
eould be takea by the Federal Goverament.

One of the complaints is still under investi-
gation, It does moet appear at present, however, that




1 I e 2 e |

sufficient evidence will be obtained to jJustify pre-
sentation of that matter to a Pederal Grand Jury.

g : _ There is no objection to your letting who-
T ever made the inquiry of you know that the Department
has fully investigated each of the complaints and, in
b the one case where the evidence which could be ob-

LS VI . tained Justified it, presented the matter to the

: courts. ’

13 ' I am looking forward to sceing you again
next week,

. ‘ ‘ Sincerely yours,

Burke Harshall
§ Assistant Attorney General
RIS : Civil Rights Division
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Tais appRESS is Dr. Thompson's side
of a debate on integration with At-
torney Felix LaPeyre of the Citizens
Council of South Louisiana held in
August, 1960, at St. Louis Cathedral
School in New Orleans. College stu-
dents of the school arranged the de-
bate which attracted a big audience
of both segregation and integration
partisans and extensive publicity. The
Southern Regional Council regards
Dr. Thompsons “The Case for In-
tegration” as a clear and explicit state-
ment of Negro aims and an excellent
expression by a man long and fer-
vently attached to American ideals.

THE CASE
FOR
INTEGRATION

by .
_DANIEL C. THOMPSO

Chairman of the Division of Social Sciences,
Dillard University, New Orleans, La.

INTRODUCTION

THE FOUNDERS of our Republic attempted to
translate the principles of personal freedom and
equality, as enunciated by our Judaeo-Christian
tradition, into practical, political reality. Ac-
cording to them the ultimate reason for the
institution of a state is to secure the equal rights
of every citizen. They would have regarded as unChristian and undemocratic
any attempt on the part of a government to guarantee any group of citizens
rights and privileges withheld from any other group.

Because equal citizenship is the most essential element of our Republic

v‘.r:"
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and the most sacred tradition in American socicty, leaders in American life
have always recognized the fundamental importance of equal educational
opportunities. This is so because it is a long established fact that whenever
any group has access to superior educational opportunities, that group will
also have the best opportunitics to achieve high economic, social, and politi-
cal status. Consequently, in order to keep a race or nation perpetually enslaved
or oppressed, the oppressor must withhold from them educational equality.
This is such a well known principle that Negro and white liberals have always

argued that equal educational opportunities are absolutely essential if we'are

to achieve the democratic goals to which our nation is dedicated.

THE INTEGRATIONISTS’ ARGUMENT

The segregationists use many arguments in order to rationalize the inequali-
ties which have always existed in the educational opportunities in the United
States. I shall point up several of their fallacies and attempt to give what
secems to me to be the integrationists’ point of view.

The Question of States Rights The main argument of the states right-
ers is legalistic. According to them, the 10th Amendment to the Constitution
of the United States upholds the right of every state to set up any educational
system it sees fit or to abolish at will any system it has.

Several things about the state righters’ argument reader it unicnable. In
the first place, scgregationists who do most of the talking about states rights

never mention them except when they try to find some legal justification for.

racial discrimination. The truth is, they are often precisely those who would
depend heavily upon the federal government for economic support. They
never invoke the states rights position when money is needed for highways,
bridges, dams, price support, drought relief, or welfare.

Second, it overlooks endrely the fact that every American citizen, no

matter in which state he resides, is first and foremost a citizen of the United .

States and as such is guaranteed by our federal government all the rights and
privileges appertaining thereto. Moreover, the federal courts have persistently
held that it is illegal for a local or state government to withhold from any
citizen rights and privileges accorded by it to othér citizens of equal qualifi-
cation. This is a logical requirement, because the federal government recog-
nizes equal citizenship responsibilities. Thus, during times of war or any
other national crisis any citizen, in any state, may be called upon to perform

* whatever duty the federal government sees fit to impose upon him.

A third fallacy inherent in the states righters’ argument is the tendency
1o overlook the fact that each state is an integral part of the union. This has

(2]
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been a well established legal fact since the adoption of the Constitution of
the United States which required every commonwealth, or state, to give up
its individual sovereignty to the federal government. Consequently, no state
can make any law that is in contradiction to federal constitutional law. This
principle “was’ dramatically validated by our Civil War, bitterly fought to
establish the facts that a statc may not secede from the Union and that
sovercignty in the United States is centered in the-federal government. Re-
cently, on March 20, 1961 the United States Supreme Court held that the
“Doctrine of Interposition” is “without substance.” .

To deny the supremacy of the federal government is a shortsighted and
dangerous teaching. It overlooks years of “fruitful cooperation among the
several states which has made the United States the most prosperous, power-
ful, and respected nation in the world. This could not have been done if every

state had rcmained sovereign.

The Question of Southern Tradition A second frequently heard ar-
gument on the part of the segregationists is that racial integration will destroy
“sacred southern traditions.” It might be pointed out that all traditions are
not necessarily sacred. One could hardly call scalping, cannibalism, slavery,
lynching, the disfranchisement of women, polygamy, the lily-white primary,
sutteeism, and war “sacred™; yet each of these has becn regarded as “sacred”
at some time in history.

All thinking people know that when any tradition becomes outworn and
inimical to the welfare of a race or nation, that tradition must be set aside
and relegated to the memoirs of the passing gencrations and to the pages of
history. Racial segregation is such a tradition. Respected Americans from
every walk of life have borne testimony to the fact that racial segregation,
as it exists in the United States, and particularly in the South, causes domestic
disunity and endangers our international strength and prestige. This is so
because throughout the world racism is a thoroughly discredited political
ideology. Therefore, cither the United States must give substance to its
avowed belief in the principles of democracy or risk alienating its traditional
allies and incurring the distrust of freedom-secking emergent nations.

The Question of Time There are those who readily agree that segregation
is an evil that sooner or later must be removed from our national life, but
they insist that the time is not yet right.

First, some insist that Negroes are not yet ready for frecdom and the
responsibilities of full citizenship. Fair-minded people know that this is an
overstatement; yet they will agree that no race, nation, or people can ever
be altogether ready for frecdom until they have first received freedom. The

(31
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integrationists would like to remind the South that for almost 100 years the
segregationists have argued that Negroes are not yet ready to receive the
benefits of first-class citizenship. Yet these same segregationists have done
everything in their power, legally, extra-legally, and often illegally, to prevent
Negroes from attaining the education which they know to be the prerequisite
of effective citizenship. Thus, even now in some southern states, such as
Louisiana, Alabama, South Carolina, and Mississippi, there is not a’ single
school in which Negro physicians, engineers or administrative experts may
be trained. These are precisely the areas in which we will need a much Jarger
number of highly trained persons, if we are to continue our leadership in the
world of nations. There are in the whole South not more than 500 Negro
engineers instead of the 30,000 or more this section of the United States
should, in fact, produce.

Furthermore, it is regrettable that in the South where we have had recur-
ring racial crisis for almost 100 years the political, economic and social
leaders of the South flatly refuse, over and over again, to draw upon the
leadership resources in the Negro community, even when the problem in
question primarily affects Negroes. Thus, insofar as community, state and
national affairs are concerned, segregationists would prevent Negroes from
ever getting ready to participate fully in the citizenship process.

It must be pointed out, however, that despite limited opportunities and
all kinds of legal barriers, Negro leaders are proud of the fact that among
them some have managed to become as well prepared to assume even the
most exacting demands of full citizenship as have any other people. There-
fore, all but the blind, the misguided or the grossly uninformed must realize
by now that unless Negroes are given the opportunity to enjoy equal freedom
and assume respopsibilities of citizenship incumbent upon every other citizen.
our Republic “cannot long endure.” .

Are Negroes, then, ready for the integration for which they fight? The
answer is twofold. Many are ready; many must be made ready. This is the
real challenge to our educational system.

Second, some insist that white people are not yet ready. To some extent
this could be true, because segregationists have done everything in their power

to prevent white people from coming to know Negro people. They have

confiscated books, ostracized leading citizens who dared to tell the truth about
Negroes, passed numerous laws designed to prevent Negro and white people
from getting to know one another and have brought pressure to bear upon
.u__ forms of mass media in an effort to prevent them from presenting Negroes
in any role except that of servant or criminal. As a result, Negroes and whites
tend to see each other in terms of stercotypes that foster suspicion, fear, dis-
trust and hate. Therefore, whites, like Negroes, will never be ready for the

(4]
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assumption ‘of full, responsible citizenship until they, too, are allowed free-
dom of human association unrestricted by laws and so-called “sacred” tradi-

tions.

The Question of Communist Inspiration One of the most objection-
able suggestions made by segregationists is that the Negro’s fight for freedom
and equality is Communist inspired. They tend to overlook the fact that the
very foundation of our government presupposes freedom and equality for all
people. To deny this borders on treason, because every one of our legal docu-
ments, from the Mayflower Compact to the Bill of Rights of the Constitution
of the United States, has as its central theme the essential equality of all citi-
zens. Not only that, but America’s defense of individual dignity and freedom
has been the bulwark by which we have distinguished our country from évery
other nation in history. It would take hours, perhaps days, to quote all of the
statements in defense of freedom and equality made by outstanding Ameri-
cans from Thomas Jeflerson to John F. Kennedy. The fact is, all leading
American citizens, even the segregationists, have expressed a willingness to
sacrifice everything on the altar of freedom and equality. Why then must an
American citizen read Karl Marx or the speeches of Nikita Khrushchev in
order to get the idea that freedom is a good thing and equality essential to

human dignity!

The Question of Necessity Most segregationists would escape the chal-
lenge of a democratic education by pointing out that the only responsibility
a society has is to provide “equal” education. They insist that this equality
can take place on a segregated basis. They overlook the fact that even in
1896, when we were predominantly agrarian and when distance separated
us from most other nations, there were leading Americans who said that the
doctrine of “separate but equal” was undemocratic and an evil. Now that
we are predominantly urban, and playing with intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles with the same ease with which children play with toys, such a doctrine
is not only unworkable domestically, but is unrealistic and dangerous in the
world of nations.

There are many serious objections to the *“separate but equal” doctrine.
We need cite only three:

First, the South has made little or no attempt to make educational oppor-
tunities for Negroes equal to that provided for whites. The truth is, segre-
gationists did not even give lip service to this doctrine until the May 17, 1954
Supreme Court decision was imminent. :

Second, segregation, which presupposes inferiority, often has caused it,
Negro children brought up in a segregated system of education have great

[s]
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truly great men have achiéved their greatness-as & result of maximum exi)o-
sure to the cultures and a(}bievements of other peoples and individuals. They
have developed at the “crpssroads” of history, where varied traditions, cus-

toms and ideas arc blended.

signed to isolate Negroes from contacts with other racial groups. This

apartheid restricts the social, cultural and psychological development of
Negroes. Yet even 8 superficial knowledge of southern history reveals that
white people also suffer. Their humanistic outlook and psychological develop-
ment have been blunted by the doctrinc and practices of social separation.

This is convincingly evidenced by southern traditions that condone oppressive

legislation, differential administration of justice and outright mob rule.

CONCLUSION

The Negro realizes that if he is to develop to full measure his several talents,
it is necessary that he, like members of other racial groups, have an oppor-
tunity to grow in all directions, uarestricted by so-called “sacred” southern
traditions, “black codes” or psychological restraints. In other words, he must
be able to enter the main stream of world culture with the same protection.

opportunities and incentives as other free individuals with whom hc must

inevitably compete. He knows full well that with the transcendence of geo-
graphical barriers, he is, whether he desires it or not, a citizen of the world.
He claims, therefore, the heritage bequeathed to men everywhere—the right
to “LIFE, LIBERTY, AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS.” Not only
does the Negro need freedom in order to develop his fullest potential, but his
talents are desperately needed by our country today in its struggle for political.
cconomic and ideological Jeadership in the world of nations, The fact was
given focus in 1954 when the Supreme Court of the United States upani-
mously held that education “is required in the performance of our most basic
public responsibilities, even service in the Armed Forces . . . . 1t is the very
foundation of good citizenship.”

When, therefore, is the time to end oppression, dcgtadaﬁon,'segregaﬁon.
discrimination and the withholding of inalienable rights? History, sound gov-
ernment and conscience all testify that THE TIME IS NOW. Justice is not
a commodity whose attainment can be postponed. Right cannot be silenced
by expediency. Evil cannot be given the sanction of legitimacy. And, finally,
one sure fact of history should guide the United States and each individual
citizen in whatever deliberations arc undertaken: *“Righteousness exalteth a
nation, but sin is a reproach to any people.”

1961, SOUTHERN REGIONAL COUNCI
D 37 8 Forsyth Street, N.W,, Atlanta,

L
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Repo: :
December 4, 1961 5 Forsyth Street, N.W.
: . Atlanta 3, Georgia

(In Report L~8 of this series, issued August 10, 1959, there
was reproduced a statement on the subject of race and intelli~
gence, prepared by 18 of the country's leading psychologists
and anthropologists. The Southern Regional Council believes
that the statement now reproduced below ought to be made
available to a wide audience, The statement includes a
resolution passed at the recent annual meeting of the

" American Anthropological Association held at the Benjamin

Pranklin Hotel in Philadelphia, pennsylvania during the
week of November 13, 1961.)

Association re-affirms its position on race.

At the meeting of the Council of the Association, which
included nearly all of the professional Fellows of the
Association in attendance at the meeting, the following
resolution was adopted unanimously by a vote of 192 to O:

“The American Anthropological Association
repudiates statements now appearing in the
United States that Negroes are biologically
and in innate mental ability inferior to
whites, and reaffirms the fact that there
is no scientifically established evidence
to justify the exclusion of any race from
the rights guaranteed by the Constitution
of the United States. The basic principles
of equality of opportunity and equality
before the law are compatible with all that
is known about human biology. All races
possess the abilities needed to partici-
pate fully in the democratic way of life
and in modern technological civilization.”

The statement was interpreted by those present as a strong
reaffirmation of positions which have been taken on the subject
of race differences by qualified scientific societies for many
years., In introducing the resolution to the Council, Presi-
dent Gordon R, Willey of Harvard University (Boston papers)
stated that "the concern which I wish to lay before you is
I think a grave one-—-one worthy of careful thought and

strategic action. It arises from recent press statements
. - 1.
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and certain publications on race and racial differences as a
basis for social and political action., Many of you have seen
such statements. Some of you have called these to our atten- '
tion. The Board deliberated on this matter which concerns

use of the name ‘anthropology’ and ‘'anthropological science’

in a way we believe to be false and misrepresentative of

our profession by persons who are not recognized by the
American Anthropological Association as professional anthropole=
gists.” The statement on the racial issue concluded with
this warning by Dr. Willey: "Clearly we do nct consider this
statement as the only thing we as anthropologists can and
~hould do in this matter, but we look upon it as a basic
statement of position and a resource which our officers and
all of us may draw upon in the future. For be assured that
the several items in the press and elsewhere which have come
to your attention...are but the beginning. We must be pre-
pared to persevere in what we believe to be the truth.”
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Hemry Putxzel,jr., Chief
votiag and Blectienms Sectien Septeaber 18, 1961
Civil Rights Divisiea

Burke Narshall
Assistant Attorney Gemeral
Civil Rights Divisien

Yoter tcglltratlo. deives

L Thank yeu. I would sppreciate it if you
would tura yeur full imagimstios on the ways in which
the federal goversmeat and federal empleyees - oF ‘
federal property if pessible - cam encourage voter
registeation in general, and particularly by minority
grouwps,. In this connectioa, the White House has asked
all departments and s number of agencies to respoad by
October 13 te the following:

Plesse consider and proposs possible measures
which your department or agency could sppropriately
take to suppert a voter registratien drive de-
sigaed to encourage people te exercise thelr
right te vote, particularly under-registered
groups im our society.




Mg, W, B, Persxy

The Fund for the Republie, Ine.
Box 4068

Santa Bardara, Cnltforatl

Deas itag:

I an delighted to hesr froama you and to
lesrn of your interest in the Bl.hlander Polk
School sase,

+ Myles Horton and the School of course
have sy sympathy. VWhether they can dredge a sude
stantial federal question out of their lawsuit {e
another matter., Covington & Burling are teying to
help and the possibility of a Justice Department
brief is being given most thorough consideration,
It is, hovever, 2 very tough case, and we may not

_ have enough to go ona,

Please give my warm and affectionate ge-
gsrds to Buchanan and your other colleagues,

With best wishes,

Burke Narshall
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Divisioea




July 18, 1961

Professoxy Theodese Bransld
Sechool of Rducation
Bostea University

332 Bay State Road

Boston 15, Massachusstts

Dcar'rroloa-ot Brameld

Thank you for your letter and the ex-

pression of iaterest in the Highlander Ffolk Sehoold

mstter. The case is receiving our thorough con-
sidegation to see if a federal question is pre-
sented wpos which the Depastment of Justice could
sppropziately comment in a brief. If aone is, the
Depsztment of course can take mo actien, whatever
the value of the work done by the School im the

psst, ‘
Yegy truly yours,

Buzke Magshall
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Divisiea

_’ v
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July 19, 1962

Re. Villian B, BSalédwia
Pudiic Relations Ceunsel
60 Xast 42ad Street

- Mew Yozrk 17, New York

Dear Nz. Baldwing

 The Attermey General has ssked me teo
geply to your letter of July 11 on the Bighlander
Polk School case. »

The Depariment 18 presently studying
the cecord and opiniens ia thie csse to deteraine
whether o fedesal Question is preseanted wpom whieh
the United States aight apprepriately comment teo

the Suprese Court. 1f asns is precsated, thers is

of cetzse no actiom that the Depaztiment caa take.
I have personally had considesrable discussions
with Xy, Borten’s lswyers on the mattes,

Ve sppreeiate your enpressien of iaterest

and of suppert for Nz, Rostesa's conduct of the

Sshool’s activities, |
| Vesy truly mn.

Buzke Narabail
Aseistant Attozmey Generpsl
Clivil aights Divisisa
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Re, James G, Patton
President, National
Farners Unien
1573 Sherman Strest
Denver 1, Colorado

Dear My, Pattom

The Attoraey Genesal has asked me te
geply te your letter of July 14 om the Highlander
Folk School case.

The Department {8 presently studyiag
the vecord end opinlons in this case to deteswing
whether & federal questica is presented wpon which
the United States might appropriately comment to
iSs Supreme Court, 1If none is proseated, these is
of course no action that the Depastment cam take,
I kave pagsonsily hed censidezsble discussions
with Rz, Yerten’s lawyers oa the matters,

¥e appreciste your expression of interest
and of support for MHr, Hegten®s conduct of the
Schoel's tctlvlt;cl.

Very truly yours,

Surcke Narehall
Assistant Attoraey Genesral
Civil tighte Divisiea 3

ces Records

Chrone _ o ;
Attoraey General :

Ny, Ragshall
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July 19, 1961

niss Linda Bastisa
The Pudblic Spirit

1 Peaszl Streoet
Ayer, Nassachusatts

Dear Miss Bastiam:

I sm plessed to geply to your xcttit of
July 17 om the ligilander Folk School case,

The Depaxtment is preseatly studyiang
the record sad opimions in this case to deteraime
whether a federal question is presented upoa which
the United States might sppropriately cossment to
the Supreme Court. 1f mons is presented, there is
of course no actiom $hat the Department can take,

I have persomally kad comsiderable diacussions
with Hr., Hostom's Xswyers om the matter,

I appreciate your expression of interest
and of support for Rr. Horton's conduct of tdhe
School's activities,

Yery truly yours,

)

Surke Rarsbhall
Assistant Attorney General
Civil Rights Divigion

Recorxds )
~Xr. Marshall
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Paul, WNelss, Rifkind
Wharton & Gaszrsieon

573 Madison Avense

Mew York 22, Mew Yesk

Deas Mr. Garzisoms

I an sise leokiag forward to mesetiang you
on July 33, I have great hopes for the ultimste
zesuits of that meeting,

The Depsartnent is preseatly etudyiang the
zecord and opindoss Lia the Highlander Folk School
cass to deternine whether a federal question i
presented upoa wiich the United States night ap- _
propziately coament te the Supreme Ceurt. If mome
is presented, there L8 of cougse mo sctiom that the

tacat caa take. I have personally had ¢gon-
siderasble discussions with Nr, Horten's lawyesszs oun
the satter, :

. ¥e sppreciate your expression of iaterest.
end of support fog Hr. Horton's comduct of the
sSchoel®s activities.

Yery truly yours,

Berke Marshall
Assistant Attogaey Gemeral
Civil Rights bBivisien
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July 19, 1961

Rg, Walter Johasom
Depastmeat of History
The University of Chicage
Chicago 37, Illisnois

Deary NMr, Johnsons

Nick Katsendach has ssked me to reply te
your lettes of July 13 on the Righlandesg Polk School

CaABe.,

The Depaztment is peesently studylng the
gecord and oplnions is this case to determing whethes
s federal gquestios is preseated wpon which the United
States night appropristely comsment to the Supreme
Court. If nomes is presented, thesge is of course no
action that the Department caa take, I have persoa-

- 83ly had considerable discusseions with g, Horton's

lawyers on the matter,

ve sppreciate your expression of interest
and of suppert for Mr. Borton's conduct of the School's
activities, ’

Very trnly_yourl,

Burke Xazshall A
- Apsistant Attegney Ceneral
Civil Rights Divisiea .

Recosds
Ne.

Eatzeabach
Narshall i




 July 235, 1961

Miss Wilms van Dusseldozp ) A .
Pine Hills Fara ' .
P. O, Box 144 :

Roswell, Georgia

Dear Miss van Dusseldorpt

I an plessed to reply to your letter of
July 22, 1961, on the Highlander Folk School case,

The Department is presently studying the
record and opinions in this case to determine whether
s Federal question is presented upon which the United ’
States might appropriately comment to the Supreme
Court. If none is presented, there is of course no
action that the Department cam take,

I appreciate yout'exptecélon of interest
in the matter.,

Yery truly yours,

Burke Marshall
Assistant Attogney General
Civil Rights Division
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Mg, Jases N, Dabhs,.President
Seuthera Regional COcsctl. Ing.
Rip Raps Plantatiea

Rayesville, Seuth Carelise

Deag Nr, labt.l

The Attogaey Cessral las asked mne te
tcply te your letter of July 23 on the Righlandes

Folk Scheol ssse,

The Department is pressutly atu‘yllc
the gecord and opinions im this case te deternine -
whether & federal gquestion is preseanted upon whigh
the United States might appreopristely comment to
the Supreme Court, If aene is preseated, there is
of couzse ne actien that the Depsrtment caa take.
X have pctcosaxly bhad consideradle discussions

with Mg, Hozton's lawyess on the matter.

¥e appreciste yous ozyccaclou of A-tcto-t

sand ouppocC..
Yezy tzely yeurs,
Buske Narebhail
Assistant Atterncy General
Civil Rights Division
ec: Recerds
Cheone
Attozasy Genesal
LAz, Nazshall o
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Ceeil », Brsnctcttcr; .

Cto-uovcz. Branstettes & Polk
216 Thixa Aveaue, Norgth
Nashville 3, Tenneagee

Res Highlasder PFolk Sehool Ve
State of Tesnesase ex reli,

Ao P, Sioan

Dear Cecils

We have given very thorough and carasst
consideration to the fequest that the Unfited States
Supposrt dy way of an anlers brief the petition for
cestiorars which you Imicod to £ile in the abdove

Cise this week. Y aa aure that it is sanecessary to
state that the consideration bhaa beea sympathetie and
that we have given full weight to every factor which
wouild support the United States in taking such actton,

¥e have conciuded that there fs no sousd
basis on which the Uaited States cowid £

brief Lia this case. In part this is due to the very
sreat difficulties whieh exist in establishing the
existence of tny fedegal qQuastion at ail. I know that
you Are a8 acare of tiis difficulty as 1 a8, Aa ade
ditiozal sbotacle, however, wiich we found it

8idle to svercore is in mot finding o genesa} Question
in tbe cace of - iatezost to the United Stat

®8, or any
gerecal question viich could be put to the

Court im tercs which affccted sthep matters of legsl
iaterest to the Calted states.

A Ia the course of ons consideration of tags
satter, I have digcu-
Gemeral

sed 4 fully with the Soliecitey
o ¥a botd lnaegcnﬂeatxy sad in senference age
zived at the S&ns eonzlusien,

€¢t Records
Chrono
v Ar, Marshall
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1 realise that this decisioa will e s
dissppointaent te Mg, Hertoa, I hepe that you will
neverthelcss let ms express =y bLest wishes for swe-
cess i ysur effezts oun his bekalf,

Yery truly yours,

purke Marshall
Assistant Attoracy Gencral
Civil Rights Divisioa

becc: HRr. Charles A. Horsky
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Mr. Charles ¥. MeDew ' ‘
e=% Coordinating Committes

| 197} Aern Aveoe, . Be i
Atlacta 3, Georgia ’
“"‘ow

nmummwamn.xm
mzunumumtmmmumm
Stuient Nemvielens Cosrdinating Committes Comference April 28.
mmwummmummmw
1seve me no room for fwrthor comnitmmnts. I on sy thas I
mmmmdmwmunmq
" regrets to the mmbars of the commities.

Sincerely,




