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. ) 7 SXPLAWATION OF POSITION OF
: . - TALLY P. RIDPLIL

As s l.-bct Of the Beazd of Trusteeo of o Institutiens of

Rijgher Learning it L8 may desire that the Minutes of the

of Nississippi,

Since the suit of James N. Meredith against the Be

of Trustees and ethers was filed in the United States Dist
Lourt for the Seuthern District of Mississippi, the lcglnt
of thi Univctoity of Mississippl and the Board of Trustees
have taken the pesition that James H. MNeredith was not qua

fied te bDe sdaitted a8 2 student for various ressons inciu

the fact that he was not of such moral charscter as was

megessary for admission to the University. This position

A

spheld by the United States District Court for the Souther

District of ulllln-ippl but was overruled dy tﬁe United St
Court of Appeals for the Sth Circuit. Throughout this case

the Board of Trustees has tried same on the theory that Merpdith
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was néla qualified person.

¥We have deen advised dy the Attorncy General and our
legal sdvisors that we have gone the last mile insofar as
eny legal t.l.dl.l'll. eonecerned,

I, and ether menders of the léard‘ol Trustees are new
uader theee injunctions, ene issued dy the United States

Court of Appeals fer the Sth Circuit, an {njunction issued

y Justice Huge L.-lltei of the Supreme Court of the United
States, and an injunctien isswed dy Honoradle S. C. Nize,

- Siited States District Judge for Southern District of

e Nissiseippi acting pursuant to the order of the Supreme
Court whieh poinlncntly enjoins the Board eof rtuot;c. and
other defendants from refusing te adait James H. Mergedith l

l-nadlatcly to the Uutvct.tty ol ltcollot,pl frem intesrfering
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is aay manser with the zight of James N. NMeredith to matri-
culate and sttend the University of Nississippi, frem taking
asy sction or dolang asny set which will impaisr, frustrate or

‘;lc.t his right to enter the University of Mississippi and

"< .gmjeining the Beard froa d:cx-dlng James N, lcicdlth fron
sdanission to continwedattendance to the University of Miss-
iseippi. |

I, snd ether menbers of the Board have dDeen requested
te deliderately defy valid court orders snd refuse to admit
Nezedith to the University of Nississippi. At the same
"I.? we have deen toild by fhc Attorney General, eur legal
l"i;otl. sad the Governor has personslly admitted, that to

de 80, in all prodadbility, will subject the members of the

Board te civil and/or criminal soudigt which could result in |
imprisonnent in a federal pcn!tontlntz and in addition thereto
.large money fines which could be continucd day-by-day as Xou‘.
as & mender of the Board is in contempt. It is further

adnitted by alg concerned, inclwding the Governor, that the

enly way I er any other member of Board night purge himself

of contempt is to pay all money penalties and te vete to

sdait Neredith to the University. As a matter of fact, the ‘
Department of Justice has already secured an order froa the

Pifth Circuit Court of Appesls permitting the filing of
sontenpt preceedings against mesders of the l..td>£-cd£atoxy

s defiance of the eorders of the Court.

The only people whe will be swdject te puanishmest in

the event of dclt!:g.tc co‘tc-pt of the existing court eosders
are the sembers of the Board of Trustees, Dr. B, R, Jedbe, ite
Executive Secretary, Chancelior J. D. Willieams, Registrar R. B.

Bilis, Dean A. B. Lewis and perhaps their atterasys. The
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Governer is net s defeadaat is the case sad cansnot assuae
sy blame for this contempt. This the Governer knews and
when ke tells the publiic that he loyullling to assume fﬁc
. biane he kaews that will sot preveat the defendants frea
25;5.1.. puaished fer colic-’t. Te lead the pubdlic te believe
othcrvloc_lo te aislead the pudiic.

A;thou‘h the Gevernor has centinually stated that he
expects to uwse all lawful and constitutional means to pre-
veat the entrance of Neredith in the University at the
Ssas time he has used every concelvable mesns of pressure
to force the members of the Board to act in an wnlawful
saaner and griainally vielate the existing injunctiens.

Appsrently he is willing to sacrifice and professionally
guia Chanceller lllxla-l. Mr. Biiis, Dr. Jabe and Jean Lewis
and every member of the Board when he knows it will oot hurt
him personally snd such action will not keep Meredith out of
the Uaiversity. |

I o= "t..lllly..l opposed to the gl:lng_ol the races ia
our institutieas of higher lecarning as any ether man ia the
State, imcludigg the Governer of the State, bot.tor more thaa
£ifty yeazs 1 have beea taught te believe ia law and erder sad
esssstitutional goverameat and fer appreximately ene-half of
that time have beea attesptiag te ':actlei l1aw and apply te
these principles. If 1t were pessible that any deliderate

; [lanee of the Court would ferever preveat James N. Neredith,
,;j;;!iay others of his szace from attending the Saiversity of
Rissiseippi, I wouid be willing te de se dut everyones whe
Raows the facts sséd ineluding the legsl sdvisers)ef the
Beaszd of Trustees and inclwding the Governer kaeows that sueh
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setion weuld be & vais and futile thing.
If the Geveraer of this State threugh say of his executive

povers can prevesnt the entrance of James K, Neredith iate the
_University by any legal mesas, e .t.lx'yavc ay full oi’pott.
however, 89 & sender of the Board of Truatees of x-jtltutlons
of Nigher Learaniag it will be =y purpese to gesist any effert
on the part of sny persen to clese the University of MNississipp
To do se will work irreparadle injury t§ more than five thousa
lt.‘.nti and their parents and the damage to the State of
Niesissippi will be untold for years to come. Even if the
University of lMissisaippi were closed it is my information

that Meredith could and would attempt to and in all prodability
effect a transfer of hti application to -nothit institution
without delay and in my judgment the United States Fifth Cir-
cilt Court of Appeals would order him sdaitted and continue

Atlc present injunctions or some similar lnjuhctions in forec.

I de not yet believe that s majority ef the thinking people of
‘hc St.tc§£-¢1ud£-‘ the memders of the legislature are yet
geady teo abolish aay, or sil eof the inatltution- of higher
learning of this State and 1.bcxicvc the time has ceme for

the pudiic te kaew all of the facts and set just ene side

of the picture. '

It is unfeztunate that pelitical censideratioans’and mot

the welfare of o-xllnotitutiono and thcAyoung mea and wesen

oo attend them seenm to de the motivating force dehind the

*;‘.ctlo-n of seme people in this centreversy. As for me, in

spite of tesrific peliticsl pressure, iatimidatiea aad threats,
I have veted my convictions and have chesen the course which

3 om convinced 19 dest for our peeple ia the leang sua,




() ) - '\)

| ¢

S |  Eesgiag god Acticy 9o Afiissien of
3  demes B Exedith %
. : - . L o
-~ Enivereity of Lississivel 5

 The Board held & full and complete discussion and gave
Mh@nleumwuhnf
wise related to the aduission or non-sdmission of James R.
Nempdith as an undergraduste transfer student at the Univers

sity of Mississippi, end thereafter called upon the Attorney
Gensral of the State of Mississippi to furnish the Board with
& report and his opinions as to the legal status of this mat-
ter; and after such factual and legal matters had been fully
and finally presented, discussed and considered, the Chairman
'of the Board put this question to the mesbers of the Board:
Should James . Meredith be admitted as s under-
graduate student at the University of Mississippil?
The Iocd unsnimously egreed to vote by secret balloet
esd the ballots having besu duly circulated, collected and
counted, the Chairmen announced thet the vote was es follows:

-
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§ ‘ Bumbezr veting in the affirmative o== _
= . pumber voting in the negative conces
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RIS JOVRIOH WEB, Cheirnen, Siate.Collage Beard. - Witz affscstee

BEXT 0. CPENTIR, of Bolling Perk, eperuter of & largs
Pastaiien, _

Qoo’

8. RS E7ANE, of Qreemweed, a &saler in seeds and feod produsts.- Olucen

CRARLES FAIR, of Louisville, an abteraey.-\Wiifx offeuder

M. VIR 5. NXMIS, of MeCoub, & physicien. - {slouctu ofReciize

&, RAY IZAXD, of Emxlslurst, a cowntly swperintendent of
oluexiion. »

J« K 1IPFSCOHE, of Neoon, retired dsem of agriculture at
Bississippl State University, mov the operstor of a dalry.

LION LOMREY, of Olive Pranch, a generul merchamt. '

IRA L. MERGAN, of Oxford, -Mmm

SALLY D. RIIDEL, ¢ Quitman, sm atterney. - (.&,...“@fow

K. . ROERTS, of Battiesturg, as attorney. - Qe adiate,
Re 3. BGTR, Jr., of Ripley, & cotton duyer and gensral

. 0. SINE, of Jatkeon, salas reyressntative for & heavy
-ﬂ-vand-muthm

z.l.mn-wunmcrwwm

W

Chemesller J. . VILLINS, &1

Doun ARTHR 3. LIS, adout 58
_ Bagistrer ROBIXT B. RLIE, sbeut A0
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STATR OF )
' & Dezespally appesred bDofors me, the watersigmcd Sesretary
of State of the State of Nississippi, the Eomosabtle Ross 2.
we.mmycmmummam'm:dp
state of uha}utnt. whoe beimg by m» figst duly sworm, states
She records in the office of the Clerk of the United State

siatriet Court for the Southesm District of xississiypl reveal

that Jemed H. Sieredith has soved this Court for & preliamisasy

injusstion to foree the offisials of the University of xiosise ‘

te peovide pudiic dousing fazilities for his Hegro wifc md
o8 the 3063 swmer term of the University; and further sevesl
that santhes Negre, proasicd and fimamsed by prefsasiomal race
agitsters, hes eecured from the Coust & Semperary reetsaiatag
ssdex ﬁuMwm,mu.#’m, sajemction
feccing his adulssion to ths Scheol of Lew of the Smivesalty
the sane sunmey Segm, , ‘

A temse sod ateormel stmosphere Ras prevailcd at the Uni-
vessity snd, dndeed, thwougheut the State of Hissfsalopl simee
Septombes 38, 1942, when our Unlvessity csupus was ecsupled by
Sesshels and the United States Arwy.
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£n ovter to iotinidate smd appesss the poeple of this State.
M&:mth!mwu
uwmmmmagucmucum:
by the superior might of the federal armod fosces, it is mere
LWM&&MW‘&.:MM#&:“

dWmm-uththu
mmmmummnnmdmum
mmmmmsnuumcmncmxm
theis ovs dmtarsal affairs amd cspecially theis educationst
sutiens. |
ﬁtmd’lﬂum&mumxymmu
sreused and provcied to faver pited, Be 183 of which I bave
mmwwm.nmuzoxnm»mm“

‘mhthmdmﬂm

mummweuh-nmu

Sseashes of the pesse and by fomusting vielemse and &lserdes.
useummmmmmummu
Gevetion to Suty sham by the offistals and pesce offisecs of
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eoe fiae citics theoe sasial ccaliomgs would sizeady have
othobved ¢tinis infaseus pusysses. Nad they decn sussessfiul,
the s3lentid selaticns which bave existed Setweon the sasses
this State for decades weudd have Doca oblitersied snd men of
geed'will of all sages would be canved Cto develop thess
enions snd Gloeers whilch dmevitably soseite & tuemail, strif
and dieolihed sben peusica explises sveces.

% As Geversaw, my sath of affice obligates me ta sve that
S of this Stats sve faithfully execotcd mmd that Deacs and
gotd ssdex pravadl.

3 have sttenpted to porsuade the 1aw school spplisast thrds
bis friends and atvigers to counider these mattezs and I have|
wged thet L1f his istescsts be ia odtaining an educatiog thad
sttend seme other 1ow osheel whese his peesemce would mot be |
sesonpasicd by the pressuses of Lfassvased wscial Scasiom,
and distwrdenncs which will prodadly acecageny Sis fevced
. o8 the Usiversity of Nississippd; snd I contivme to tmeist
f educatien is his metive, wise couasel demands thet shie
de his seurse, snd he has Seca 8o advised.

Pee 411 of the fosegoing resseus, 3 an sonvineed that #¢
ny Sty to f43c (hSe affidevis sethat shis Coust mey be fuily |

With gueat Gefcsenss and Fespest I ncpe this Memsradle
%0 dopy sach and Voth of theos moticns Sestimith snd teapect?!
 sugseet thet the gramting of sach of them, weulsd be, bn ay
simeese opl3ion and the GIRSWed ensesios of ay Must
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%ot (aey wxy weid Lood ¢o $loaessd, Cioscies, stvife end
Sdonishiod eainct the pease ans €is2ity of the State of
missicsizpd.

RSB R

Swesn 90 and sshnexidSed befoys me
his 28 doy of Jumm AP, 198
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: : STATEMERT BY ATTORNEY GENERAL ROEERT F. KENNEDY - JANUARY 7, 1963

1 *
Of course, the situation at the University of Mississippi has been

very difficult for Mr. Meredith.
#any members of the faculty have made an effort in the highest

s ,.

traditions of their profession to obey the Court's orders and assist
Mr. Meredith in getting an education. But it is true that a number of
mic:lals charged with the administration of the University hé.ve not '

met their responsibilities. It is incumbent upon them and state law
enforcement officials to make it possible for Mr. Meredith to continmue
his education without interruption. I would hope that they will take

sppropriate steps now to do so. _
Mr. Meredith is as free to leave the school as he vas to enter it.

I would hope that in'nak:l.ns a final decision on this, Mr. Meredith will

consider that he chose to go to the University of Mississippi and the

energies and hopes of many of his fellow citizens have been involved in
bhis admission and continued attendance. ’

Should Mr. Meredith feel obliged to leave the University because of
extreme racial intolerance which has focused hostility om him, it would
De a reflection on the University of Missiasippl and the State of

Mississippi. That this could occur anywhere in the United States is a

reflection on all of us.




Bepartment of Justice

4"".

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE ,
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1962

mfovmc of court orders requiring the admission of James H. Meredith
to the University of Mississippi cost the Department of Justicé an estimated
$406,508 between Se:pfember 15 and October 31, Attorney General Robert P.
Kemdly seid today. |

The Bulk of the expense, $292,769, was for overtime pay and travel ex-

penses for deputy United States Marshals, Mr. Kennedy said. Overtime pay
totaled $190,715 and travel totaled $102,05L.
| A total of 54l deputy marshals and spegiﬂ.ly deputized Border Patrolmen
and Bureau of Prisons perscnnel vefe sent to the University of Mississippi
to prevent interference with the court orders, _ _
Other expense included $67,723 for supplies and equipment, $23,469 for
commmnications; and $22,547 for miscellaneous -- including $11,668 for re-
 peirs to yehiélel damaged during rioting on the University campus on the
night of Septembe_x' 0.
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BXPLANATION OF POSITION OF
TALLY D, RIDBLL

As a member of the Board of Trustees of an Institutionsof

Bi'her Learning it is my desire that the Minutes of the

‘Board of Trustees reflect and the pudblic know iy reasons for
voting to admit James H., Meredith as a student to the University
of Mississippi.

Since the suit of James H. Meredith aga;nat the Board
of Trustees and others was filed in the United States District
Court for the Southern District of Mississippi, the Registrar
of the University of Mississippi and the Board of Trustees
have taken the position that James H. Meredith was not quali-
fied to be admitted as a student for various reasons including
the fact that he was not of such moral char;cter as was
necessary for admission to the University., This position was
spheld by the United States District Court f§r the Southern
District of Mississippi but was overruled by the United States
Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit, Throughout this case
the Board of Trustees has tried same on the theory that Meredith
was nal a qualified person.

ﬂ? have been advised by the Attorney'éenetal and our
legal advisors that we have éone the last mile insofar as
any legal remedies are concerned,
I, and other members of the Board of Trus;ees are now
under theee injunctions, one issued by the United States
Court of Appeall for the Sth Circuiﬁ/”gu injunction issued
by Justice Hugo L. Black of the Supreme Court of the United
States, and an injunction issued by Honorable S. C. Mize,
Uhited States District Judge fﬁr Southern District bf
Mississippi acting pursuant to the orderlof theFSupre-g
'fCou:t.'hlch permanently enjoins the Board of Trustees and
other defendantl‘fro- refusing to adlié James H, Meredith

—-immediately to the University of Mississippi, from interfering

,‘.,.._«,
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in any manner with the right of James H., Meredith to matri-

_eculate and attend the Uﬁiveraity of Mississippi, from taking

any action or doing any act which will impair, frustrate or
defeat his right to enter the University qf Mississippi and
enjoining the Board from excluding James H, Meredith from
admission to continuedattendance to the University of Miss-
issippi.

I, and other members of the Board have been requested
to deliberately defy valid court orders and refuse to admit
Meredith to the University of Mississippi, vAt the same
time, we have been told by the Attorney General, our legal
advisors, and the Governor has personally admitted, that to
do so, in all probability, will subject the members of the
Board to civil and/or criminal co‘g!#:hich could result in
imprisonment in a federal penitentiary and in addition thereto
large money fines which could be continued day-by-day‘as long
as 3 member of the Board is in contempt, It is further
admitted by all concerned, including the Governor, that the
only way I or any other member of Board uight purge himself
of contempt is to pay all money penalties and to vote to
admit Meredith to the University. As a matter of fact, the
Department of Justiée has already secured an order from the
?ifth Circuit Court of Appeals permitting the filing of
contempt proceedings against members of the Board i;aediately
upon defiance of the orders of the Court.

The only people who will be subject to punishment in
the event of deliberate contempt of the existing court orders

are the members of the Board of Trustees, Dr. E. R, Jfve, its

Executive Secretary, Chancellor J. D. Williams, Registrar R, B.

Bl1lis, Dean A, B, Lewis and perhaps their attorneys, The

T
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Governor is not a defendant in the case and cannot assume
any blame for this conteapt. This the Gover#or knows and
when he tells the public that he is willing to assume the
blame he knows that will not prevent the defendants from
dbeing punished for contempt., To lead the public to believe
otherwise is to mislead the public,

Although the Governor has continuall; stated that he
expects to use all lawful and constitutional means to pre-
vent the entrance of leredithvin the Univeésity at the
same time he has used every conceivable means of pressure
to force the members of the Board to act in an‘unluwful
manner and criminally violate the existing injunctions,

Apparently he is willing to sacrifice and professionally
guin Chancellor Williams, Mr. Ellis, ﬁr. Jlbe and Jean Lewis
and every member of the Board when he knows it will not hurt
him personally and such action will not keep Meredith out of
the University, |

I am personally as opposed to the mixing of the races in
our institutions of higher learning as any other man in the
State, includigg the Governor of the State, but for more than
fifty years 1 have been taught to believe in law and order and
constitutional government and for approximately one-half of
that time have been attempting to practice law and apply to
these principles, If it were possidle that any deliberate
defiance of the Court would forever prevent James H, Meredith,
or sny others of his race from attending the University of
Mississippi, I would be willing to do so but everyone who

knows the facts and including the legal advisors of the

‘Boird of Trustees and including the Governor knows that such

. : <. v / :
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sction would dbe a vain and futile thing, | .

If the Governor of this State through any of his executive
powers can prevent the entrance of James H. Meredith into the
Univerlity by any legal means, he shall have my full support,
however, as a member of the Board of Trustees of Institutioﬁs
of Higher Learning it will be my purpose to resist uhy effort
on the part of>nny perao; to close the University of Mississippd,
To do so will work irreparable injury to more than five thousan
students and their parents and the damage to the State of
Mississippi will be untold for years to come, Even if the

University of Mississippi were closed it 15 my information

that Meredith could and would attempt to and in all probabitity
effect a transfer of his application to another institution |
without delay and in my judgment the United States Fifth Cir-
Cuit Courf of Appeals would order him admitted and continue
the present injunctions or some similar injunctions in force,
I do not yet beiieve that a majority of the thinking people of
the State including the members of the Legislature are yet
ready to abolish any, o} all of the institutions of higher
l;arning of tﬁil State and I believe the time has come for
thﬁ public to know all of the facts and not just one side
of the picture. - .

It is unfé:tunate th;g political considerations and not
the welfare of our institutions and the youni men and women

who attend them seem to be the lofivating force behind the

actions of some people in this controversy. As for me, in

spite of terrific political pressure, intimidation and threats,

3 — I have voted my convictions and have chosen the course which

3 .
# I am convinced is best for our people in the long run,




A FPUBLIC PROCLAMATION
of the B
GOVERNOR
of the

8TATE OF MISSISSIFPI

VHEFBAS, the United States of America consists of £ifty (50)
Sovereign States bound together dasically for their common welfare;
and '

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States of America
provides that each state is sovereign with respect to certain rights and

povers; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Tenth Amendment to the Constitution
of the United States, the powers not specifically delegated to the Federal
Covernment ere reserved to the several states; and

WHEREAS, the operation of the pudblic school system is one of
the povers vhich was not delegated to the Federal Govermment but which
was reserved to the respective states pursuant to the terms of the Tenth
Amendment; and

WHEREAS, we are now face to face with the dfrect usurpation
cfthiapowerbythel?ederalcovemmentthroughtheineplmof
Judicial decree: :

W, THEREFORE, I, Ross R. Barnett, Governor of the
Sovereign State of Mississippi by authority vested in me, do hereby
proclainm that the operation of the public schools, universities and colleges
of the State of Mississippi is vested in the duly elected and appointed
officials of the State; and I hereby direct each said official to uphold and
enforce the laws duly and legally enacted by the Legislature of the State
of Migssissippi, regardless of this unwarranted, illegal and arbitrary
usurpation of power; and to interpose the State Sovereignty and themselves
between the pecple of the State and any body-politic seeking to usurp such

pover.
IN WITNESS WHERFOF, I have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal
of the State of Missiassippi to be affixed,
on this the 13th dey of September, in ‘the
[BeAL] ' Year of Our Lord, One Thousand Nine
Bundred and Sixty-Two.

/s/ Roes R. Barnett
GOVERNOR

ATTEST:
/s/ Heber Ladner
BECRETARY OF STATE |




) . Mississippl
BExecutive Department
Jackson
T0: ALL SHERIFFS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS OF THE

STATE OF MISSISSIFPI, INCIUDING LAW ENFCRCEMENT
OFFICERS OF OUR COUNTIES AND MUNICIPALITIES:

Pursuant to the authority vested in me under the Comstitution
and the Laws of the State of Mississippi, I, Ross R. Barnett, Governor of
the st;te of Mississippi, do hereby interpose and invoke the police power
of the State of Mississippl iturorder to secure the people of the State of
Mississippi, and to prevent v.loience and a dreach of the peace, and to
assure that the peace and security of the State of Miasissippl are fully
protected, and for the protection of all citizens of the State of Mississ
and all others who may be within the confines of the State of Mississippi
any and all orders to the contrary notwithstanding.

Therefore, you are hereby authorized and directed to proceed
t0 a0 all things pecessary that the peace and security of the people of
State of Mississippi are fully protected. Take due notice thereof and

govern yourselves accordingly.
| | IN WITNZESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto
set my hand and caused the Great Seal

of the State of Mississippi to be aff

Fug] on this the 25th day of September, A.
. 1962,
/s/ Ross R. Barnett
COVERNCR
ATTEST:

/s/ Beber ladner
SECRETARY OF STATE

TR
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- o " A PUBLIC PROCLAMATION . |
of the ) |
COVERNCR ‘
of the ‘
) State of Mississippi

WHEREAS, the Constitution of the United States of America provides
that each state is sovereign with respect to certain rights and powers;
and o~

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Tenth Amendment to the Constitution of
the United States, the powers not specifically delegated to the Federal
Governnent are reserved to the several states; and

WHEREAS, we are nov face to face with the direct usurpation of
this power by the Federal Goverument through the illegal use of judicial
decree; and

WHEREAS, all public officials of the State of Mississippl have the
legal right, obligation and duty not to acquiesce, impair, waive or sur-
render any of the rights of the Sovexeign State of Mississippl; and

WHEREAS, any acts upon the part of representatives of the federal |
government to arrest or fine any state official who endeavors to enforce ‘
the lav of Mississippi, are illegal according to the law of the State of !
Mississippi, and federal courts have likewise established ample and per-
fect precedence in the matter: '

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Ross R. Darnett, Governor of the State of Missis-
sippi, by the authority vested in me under the Constitution and laws of the
State of Mississippi, do hereby proclaim and direct that the arrest or at-
tempts to arrest, or the fining or the attempts to fine, of any state offi-
cial in the performance of his official duties, by any representative of
the federal govermment, is illegal and such representative or representative \}
of said federal government are to be sumarily arrested and Jailed by rea-
son of any such 1llegal acts in violation of this Executive Order and in
violation of the laws of the State of Mississippi.

[e=z]

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto

set my hand and caused the Great Seal

of the State of Mississippi to be

affixed, on this the 2ith day of

September, in the year of our Lord,

On= Thousand Nine Hundred and 8ixty-Two.
E ]

\

_ /s/ Ross R. Barmett
ATTEST: - GOVERNOR

/s/ Beber ladner




REGISTRARS ORDER MO, 1

" %0 THE PACULTY ARD MEMBERS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF
MISSISSIPPT AND OTHERS: '

I, ROSS R. BARNETT, having been duly appointed on the
20th of September, 1962, by order, a certified true copy of
which 1s attached hereto, of the Doard of Trustees of Institutions

of Higher Learning, as Registrar of the University of Mississippi,
for the sole purposes of registration or non-registration, |
enrollment or non~enrollment, or rejection or non-rejection of
the application of James Howard Meredith, do hereby order, as !
Registrar of the University of Mississippi, that no person ghall
register, enroll or othervise admit James Howard Meredith to

the University of Mississippli or upon the cempus of the Uni-

versity of Mississippl without e written registration and/or !

enrollment slip fram me, the Registrar.

This oxrder shall be duly served by a member of tbe
Department of Public Safety upon all officials of the University
of muia‘lippi and upon all law enforcement officers of lafayette
County, Mississippi.

Ordered this, the 21st day of September, 1962.

s Ross R. Barnett i
» RECGIS' OF THE

mvmém OF MISSISSIFPI




Mesissippi
Exscutive Department

70 THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF INSTITUTIONS OF EIGHER
‘MWEESMOFHISSISSIPPI, THE REGISTRAR
&}EEMSITYOFBSSISSIPPI, AND ALL AUTHORITIES
CONCERNED:

Pursuant to the authority vested in me under the

Constitution and the Iaws of the State of lﬂ.l_iaissippi, I, Ross R.
Barnett, Governor of the State of Mississippi, do hereby interpose
and invoke the police powers of the State of Mississippi in order to
secure the peace of the State of Mississippi and for the protection
of all the citizens of the State of Mississippl and others who may be
within the confines of the State of Misszissippi:

You are hereby directed to refuse the adminion to !
the University of Mississippi of James H. Meredith, and any other :
person, vho in my opinion, by such idmiuion, vould create a |
breach of the peace and be contrary to the administrative procedures
and regulations of the University of Mississippi, and the lawvs of the |
State of Missiesippi. |

. Please take due notice thereof and govern yourselves

sccordingly. _

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I bave
bergyito set my hand and caused
the Great Seal of the State of
Mississippl to be affixed, on this

i the 20th day of September, A.D.,
1962,

? [s/ Ross R. Barnett
= ' JGOVERNOR

|
. |
ATTEST: : |

/s/ Heber Ladner |

) Secretary of State ) 1
. ) ) : \




Mississippdi
Jackson

T0 JAMES H. MEREDITH, APPLICANT FOR AIMISSION AS
A STUDENT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI:

» Puarsuant to the authority vested in me under the Constitution
and the laws of the State of Mississippi, I, Ross R. Barnett, Governor
of the State of Mississippi, 4o hereby interpose and invoke the police
powers of the State of Mississippi in order to secure the people of the
Btate of Mississippi and for the protection of .11» citizens of the State
of Mississippi, and all others who may be within the confines of the
State of Missiasippi.

Therefore, you, James H, Meredith, are hereby refused admissiol
as a student to the University of Mississippi, and any other person or
persons vho, in my opiniom, by such admission, would lead to a breach of
the peace and be contrary to the administrative procedures and regulations
of the University of M{ssissippi and the laws of the State of Mississippi.

Take Que na(:ice thereof and govern yourself accordinély.

Great Sesl of the State of Missis-

sippi to be affixed, on this the

20th day of September, A.D., 1962,
/s/ Ross R. Bernpett

GOVERNCR
ATTEST:

/[s/ Beber Ladner
SECREDARY OF STATE
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THE UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI
University, Mississippi

AIMISSION CTRTIFICATE :

This is to certify that

has been accepted for admission to The University of £
Mississippi
for the Lo
enrollment period and date
8chool -
Major or j ‘
Specialization -

Classification . -

Condition

Robert B, Ellis, Wegistrar

Lo 8

This certificate must be presented by the
student te the Registrar at registration




PROVISION ARD STATUES OF MISSISSIPPI
_mmmmmmormsmsorsmm

INSTTTUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING

Constitution of State of Mississippi

Section 213-A. The State imstitutions of higher learning

now existing in Mississippi, to-wit: University of Mississippi,
Mississippi State College, Mississippi State College for Women,
Mississippi Southern College, Delta State Teachers' College,
Alcorn Agricultural and Mechanical College, and Mississippi
Megro Training School, and any others of like kind which may de
hereafter organized or established by the Stete of Mississippi,
shall be under the management and control of & Board of Trustees
to be known as the Board of Trustees of state institutions of
higher learning, the members thereof to be eppointed by the
Governor of the State with the advice and consent of the Senate.

The Governor shsll appoint only mep or women as such members as
shall be qualified electors residing in the district from vhich
eech is appointed, and st least twenty-five years of age, and
of the highest order of intelligence, character, learning, and
fitness for the performance of such duties, to the end that
such Board shall perform the high and honoreble duties thereof
to the greatest advantage of the people of the State of such
educational institutions, uninfluenced by any political considera-
tions. There shall be appointed ons member of such Board from
eech Congressionsl Distriet of the Stste as mow existing, and
one member from each Suprems Court District, and two members
shall te sppointed from the State at Large. The term of office
of said Trustees herein provided for shell begin May 8, 19k;
and it shall be the duty of the Governor to make such appoint- -
ments during the regular session of the legislature of Mississippi
in 19%4; acd ope-third of the membership of said Board shall be
sppointed for a period of four years; one-third for e period
of eight years; and ons-third for a period of tvelve years; and
thereafter their successors shall hold office for a period of
twelye years. The members of the Board of Trustees as con-
stituted at the time this smendment shall be inserted in the
Constitution as a part thereof shall continue to hold office
until their respective terms expire under existing lav, after
which time the membership of the Board shall consist of the
mmber hereinabove provided for. In case of a vacancy ob said
Poard by death or resignation of a member, or from any other
cause than the expiration of such member's term of office, the

gy




shall elect his successor, who shall hold office until
of the next session of the Legislature. During such
the session of the legislatwre the Governor shall
the successor member of the Board from the district

1
ggaig

his predecessor was appointed, to bhold office until

the period for which such original Trustee was

to the end that one-third of such Trustee's tergs
each four years.

ZHiE
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One trustee in addition to the sbove shall de appointed
by the Governor for the University of Mississippi, who shall
have a vote only in matters pertaining to the University, and

Such Poard shall have the pover and euthority to elect the
beads of the various institutions of higher learning, and
contract with all deans, professors and other members of the
teaching staff, and all administrative employees of sald in-
stitutions for a term not exceeding four years; but said Board
shal) have the power and authority to terminate any such
contract at any time for malfeasance, inefficiency or contumacious
conduct, but never for political reasons.

Bothing herein contained shall in any way limit or take
swvay the power of the Legislature had and possessed, if eny,
at the time of the adoption of this emendment, to consolidate
or abolish sny of the sbove named institutions.




. Mississipoi Code {19%2 as amencded)

$6719. Boerd of Trustees.--The state gigtitutions of higher
lsarning nov existing intheltatc,tov;t: )

University of Mississippi,

Mississippl State College

Mississippi State College for Women,

Missiscsippi Southern College,

Dalta State Teachers College,

Alcorn Agricultural & Mechanical College,

Mississippi Begro Training School, and any otber of

. Mke kind vhich may be hereafter established by the state,
skall be under the mansgement and control of a board of trustees

t0 be known as the board of trustees of state institutions of
Rhigher learning. .
$5720. Seame--sppointment--terms, etc.--- As soon as practicsble

after the passage of this act end during the regular session

of the legislature in 1944, the governor, by and with the advise
and consent of the senate, shall appoint the members of the
board, one member from each congressional district of the state
as nov existing, one member from each supreme cowrt district and
two members from the state at large, with the terms of each to
bégin on the 8th day of May 19Lli; one third of the membership
of said board #o sppointed shall be appointed for a period of
four years, one third for a period of eight years and one

third for a period of twelve years. On the expiration of any
of said terms of office the governor shall eppoint successors
by and with the advice and consent of the senate, for terms

of twelve years in each case. In eddition one

trustee shall be asppointed by the governor for the university
of Mississippi, vho shell have a vote only in matters pertain-
ing to the uriversity and who shall be resident citizen of
DeSoto county, Mississippi, and be known as the trustee

for the ILe Bauve fund, who shall serve for s period of four
years to commence from the date of appointment.

In case of & vacancy on said board by death or
resignation of a menmber or from any other cause than
the expiration of such member's term of office the board shall
elect his successor, who shall hold office until the end of the




puxt session of the legislature. During such term of the
session of the legislature the governor shall sppoint the
successor member of the boerd from the district from vhich his
wedecezmmqpomt,toholdofﬁcemtnthecndofthe
period or term fov vhich said original trustee wvas sppointed,
40 the end that one third of such trustees' term shall expire
" each four yeears.

The members of the board of trustees as constituted
when Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 11 [Const. §213-A] was
inserted as a part of the constitution shall continue to hold
office until the’r respective terms shall expire under the
terms of law wnder which they were sppointed, after vhich time
the membership of the board shall comsist of the mmber herein
above provided for.

g‘[g. Organization and duties.-- Within ten days after the
ginning of the terms of office of said members, upon call

of the governor, the board shall meet in the city of Jackson
_and organize by electing one of their number as president, whose
term of office shall be for one year or until a successor shall
be elected, shall trensact such other business as may come
before the meeting. When the presiding officer has voted and
the result is a tie, he cennot vote agein to break the tie.

The trustees shall heve suthority to sppoint a non-member as
executive secretary, who shall be a well qualified educational
research worker and administrator, and who shall maintain an
office with such elerical help as the board may deem necessary.
It shall be the duty of the executive secretary to meke genstant
inquiry into the problems of higher education; to survey and
study carefully the organization, management, end all other
sffairs of each institution under the control of said trustees;
snd to make report of all findings and recommend such changes
88 will increase efficiency and economy in the operation of each
institution; and to perform such other duties as the board may
prescribe. The trustees sball also have the suthority to em-
ploy & non-member as auditor and to define such auditor's
duties. The executive secretary and the auditor shall each
receive a reasoneble salary to be fixed by the board which, with
$heir reasonable traveling expenses and the expenses of the
executive office, shall be pro-rated and deducted from the
sppropriations for the cwrrent expenses of the several institu-
tions. The executive secretary shall devote his entire time

t0 the duties of his office and the auditor shall devote such

*
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time to the duties of his office as the board may direct, but 1
4f the entire time of the suditor is not devoted to auties of

his , such shall be taken into consideration by the board
in fixing his salary there . _ ]

. nsation and meetings.-- The board of trustees
shall serve without salary compensation, but shall receive a
per dien of seven dollars and fifty cents ($7.50) including
the time of going to and returning from meetings of said
board togetber with actual travel and hotel expenses incident
%0 meetings of the board and in the discharge of duties
prescribed by the board. The traveling expenses and per diem
of the menbers of the board of trustees shall be paid on an
itemized statement approved by the president from the funds of
the institution in whose behalf the services are rendered, or,
when rendered in behalf of several institutions, prorated among
them. %The board of trustees shall hold two regular stated
meetings anmnually, one in June and the other in January, and as
many special meetings as may be necessary on call of the presi- .
dent, or on call of five members. In either case, the call
shall be in writing and shall be mailed by registered letter g
with return receipt requested to each and every member at least -
five days prior to the date of meeting. So long as there are
sixteen members of the board, for the transaction of business
pertaining to the university, ten members shall constitute &
quorum, for that pertaining to the colleges, nine members shall
constitute a quorum. When the membership of the board shall
consist of thirteen members, for the transaction of business
pertaining to the university, nine members shall constitute a
quorum; for that pertaining to the colleges, eight members shall
constitute & gquorum.

(2.

$672l. Powers and duties of the board.--(a) The board of
trustees of state institutions of higher learning shall '
succeed to and continmus to exercise control of all records, books,
pepers, equipment, and supplies, and all lands, buildings, and
other real and personal property now or hereafter belonging to

or assigned to the use and benefit of the statutory board

of trustees now supervising and controlling the institutions of
higher learning heretofore named in this act and shall bave and
exercise control of the use, distribution and disbursement of

wan
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all fumis, sppropristions and taxes, now and bereafter in posses-
sion, levied and collected, received, or sppropriated for
the use, benefit, spport, and maintenance or capital outlay
expenditures of the institutions of higher learning, including
the authorization of employees to sign wouchers for the disdburse-
ment of funds for the various institutions, except where other-
‘wise specifically provided by law.

fv) The daard shall have generel supervision of the affairs !
of all the institutions of higher learning; the departments end ;
the schools [the power in their discretion to determine who
shall be privileged to enter, to remain in, or to greaduate there-
from]#; the conduct of libraries and laboratortes; the eare of
dormitories, buildings, and grounds; the business methods and
arrangement of accounts and records; the organization of the
adninistrative plan of esch institution; and all other matters
incident to the proper functioning of the institutions.

(c) The trustees shal exercise all the povers and prerogatives
conferred upon them under the laws establishing and providing
for the operation of the several institutions herein specified:
they shall adopt such by-laws and regulations from time to time ,
88 they deem expedient for the proper supervision and control ,
of the several institutions of higher learning, in so far as :
such by-laws and regulations are not repugnant to the constitu-

tion end laws, and not inconsistent with the object for which
the institutions were established; they shall have power and
authority to prescribe rules and regulations for policing the
cazpuses end all buildings of the respective institutions, to
suthorize the arrest of all persons violating on any campus any
criminal law of the state, and to have such law violaters turned
over to the civil authorities.

(d) For all institutions specified in this act, the trustees
shall provide e uniform system of recording and of accounting
approved by the state auditing department,and prepare a biemnial
report to the legislature setting forth the disbursements of

all moneys spproprieted to the respective institutions. They
shall biennially prepare, or cause to be prepared, a budget for
each institution of higher leerning for the succeeding biennium,
vhich must be prepared and in resdiness for at least thirty

days before the convening of the regular session of the legislature.
All relationships and negotiations between the state legislature
and its various committees and the institutions named in this
sct shall be carried on through the board of trustees. Mo
official, employee or sgent representing eny of the separate
institutions shall sppear before the legislature or any committee
thereof except upon the written order of the board or upon the
Tequest of the legislature or a comeittee thereof.

6 |
#(] This language added May 11, 1960. |




(e) EBach report to the legislature shall show hov the money -
sppropriated to the several institutions has been expended
during the two preceding sessions and the time between them,
deginning and ending with the fiscal years of the institutions,
the name of each teacher, officer, snd employee, and the
peid each, and an itemized statement of each and every
ipts and expenditures. Each report must be bglanced,
and must begin with the former balance; and, if any property
belonging to the state or the institution is used for profit,

the reports shall show the expense incurred in managing the

and the amount received therefrom. The reports shall
also shov a sumary of the gross receipts and gross disbursements
for each year and for each diennial period, and shall show the
money on hand at the beginning of the fiscal period of the insti-
tution next preceding each session of the legislature and the

i
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income derived from legislative appropriations and other sources,
but in case of emergency arising from acts of providence, epidemics,
fire or storm with the written approval of the governor and by
written consent of & majority of the senators and of the repre-
sentatives they may exceed the income. The trustees shzll re-
quire 2 surety bond in a surety company aitjprozed to do business
in this state, of every employee who is the custodian of funds .
belonging to one or more of the institutions mentioned herein,
which bond shall be ir. a sum to be fixed by the board of

trustees in an amount that will properly safeguard the said

funds, the premium for which shall be paid out of the funds
sppropriated for said institutions.

{£) The board shall have the pover and authority to elect the
heads of the various institutions of higher learning and to
contract with ell deans, professors, and other members of the
teaching staff, and all administrative employees of said in-
stitutions for a term of not exceeding four years; but said board
shall have the power and authority to terminate any such con-
tract at any time for malfesance, inefficiency, or contumacious
conduct, but never for political reasons. It shall be the
policy of the board to permit the executive head of each in-
stitution to pominate for election by the board all subordinate
" employees of the institution over which he presides. It shall

be the policy of the board to elect all officials for a definite
tgnure of service and to reelect during the period of satis-
factory service. The board shall have the power to make any
sdjustments they think necessery between the various departwents
and schools of any institution or between the different
institutions.

TN




vhich shell de open for inspection by any eitizen

state

The board shall keep cosplete minutes and records of all

the

)
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[EPEECE DELYVERED BY GOVERNCR ROSS R. BARNETT
OB SEPTEMBER 13, 19627

The powers not delegated to the United States by the
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to
the states respectively or to the pecple. These are not my vords.
These vords are the Tenth Amendment to the Comstitution of the United
States. ' _

ladies and gentlemen, my friends and fellow Mississippians,
I speek to you as your Governor in & solemn hour in the history of our
great state, in a solemn hour, indeed, in our nationts history. I
speak to you nov in the mowent of the greatest crisis since the war
between the States.

In the sbsence of Constitutional authority and without
legislative action, an ambitious Federal Govermment, employing naked
and arbitrary powver, has decided to deny us the right of self-
deternination in the conduct of the affairs of our sovereign state.

. Having long since failed in their efforts to conquer the indomitable
spirit of the people of Mississippi and their unshakable vill to
préoem the sovereign majesty of our commonwealth, they now seek to
break us physically with the power of ‘force and, even now, as I speak
to you touight, pfofessional agitators, an unfriendly liberal press
and otber troublemekers are pouring across our borders, intent upon
instigating strife among our pecple. Paid propagandists are contimual-
1y bammering avay at us in the hOpe.tht they will succeed in bringing
sbout & division among u-; Drery effort is being made to intimidate
us into submission to the tyrenny of judicial oppression. The Kennedy
Adnd.n:l.lﬁttioq is lending the power of the Federal Govermment to the
ruthless demands of these agitators. Thus we see cur own Federal
Govermnent teamed up with & motly array of un-American pressure groups
against us. This is the crisis, my friends, that we face tonight.

' *Principles” 4s a little vord. Tt is easy to speak
and to spell in print is essily overlooked, but it is & word that

—
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is tremendous in its import and meaning, denoting respect and sbedience
to those fundamental and eternel truths that should be respected and

form the way of life of all hrnest and right-thinking perple. Expediency.
=y friends, is for the heur. Principles are for the ages. Principles }

are a passion for truth and right and Justice and, as long as the rains

descend and the winds %Blow, it is but folly to build upon the shifting

i ) ~ sands of political expediency. It is better for one's blood to de |
polsoned than for sne to be polsoned in his principles. So deep and

compelling were the convictions and the principles of our forefathers

] they risked even death to establish this now desecrated Constitution as

the American Way of Life and handed it to us in trust as the sacred

heritage for sur preservation. The day of expediency is past. We must

either submit to the unlawful dictates ef the Federal Gevernment, or
stand up like men and tell them and say to them plainly, "Never." The
day of reckoning has been delayed as long as possible. It 1s new upmn
us, This 1s the day and this is the hour.

And Xnowving you as I do, there is no doubt in my mind what
the overvhelming majority of loyal Mississippians will do. They will
pever submit to the moral deg_redation and the shame and the rulp which
have faced all ethers, my friends, and who lacked the courage to defend
their beliefs. I have made my position in this matter crystal clear,
I have said in every county in Mississippl that no schaal in mur state
will be integrated while I am your Gevernor. I repeat this to ywu toe-
night, N9 schnel will be integrated in Mississippi while I am your
Governor, ' _ . . .

Lest there be misgivings in scme quarters sbout the im-
mediaste status of the University of Mississippl and other public |
schools, I assureiym that they will nmt be closed u.this ecan poseibly
be avoided, but they will not be integrated. And, as your Governor
and Chief Executive of the Sovereign State of Mississippi, I now call
ou every publie orﬁcm and every privete citizen of eur great state
to join with me in refusing, in every legal and every constitutimmal

) . “way, and every way and every menner, ny'fxfiend.s, available to submit
— to 111egal usurpetien of power by the Kemnedy Administration. I es-
pectally call upon the officlals, both elected and eppolnted, in the

- B . . - - .
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State of Kississippi, to join hands with the people and resist by every
legal and Constitutional means the tyrammical edicts which have been and
¥ill be directed against the patriotic citizens of our great State.
| I am not willing to ask men to do that which I would not
80 myself and, in that spirit, I say to you that there 1is no sacrifice
Mchrnncmrrmmnngtopreumthenculimmwdmr
pecple and institutions. Every man holding public office should feei
the same way. Every public official, including myself, should be pre-
pared to make the choice tonight whether he will subtmit or whether he is
willing to go to Ju.ﬁ, if necessary, to keep faith with the people vho
bave placed their welfare in his hands. If there be any official who is
oot prepared to suffer imprisomment for this righteous ca.usé, I ask him
now to submit his resignation and it will be accepted without prejudice.
A man who is prepared and vho will stand steadfast will be appointed to
take his place. If these measures should be considered extreme, they
are evoked by extreme provocation for which we are in no way responsible,
Me1snouuaewh1chilmnnomlmd3ustthantheprotectionof
the integrity of our races and, to this end, ve, as parents, will do
everything that 1s necessary to defend those who are most dear to us.
There 1s no case in history vhere the Caucasian race has survived
social integration. We will not drink from the cup or genocide,
| ﬂ.niuipyi, 48 & Bovereign state, has the right under
the Federal Constitution to determine for itlelf vhat the Federa.l
Canti‘hxtien bas reserved to it.
The Mississippi Legislature, 1n 1956, s85éited this right
1n no uncertain terms by the pessage of Chapter 466 of the lavs &1956,
invoking the historic doctrine of interposition to protect the
sovereignty of this state and its constitutionally guaranteed exclusive
right to control a.nd regulate its own internal affairs.
This is the J.nr of the State of Mississippi. Tt is my
svorn &uty to uphold the lav of our great state. |
The last hope of cur Constituticnal form of government

rests with the conscienticus enforcement of state laws; and the perpetua~

tion of the sovereignty of the states and, vithout this, there can be
Bo govermment ef, by and for the people. If our nation is to survive,

S
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we sust maintain strong State Govermments and unity in matters ?t natiopal
security, — Therefore, in obedience to legislative and constituticoal sanc-
tion, I interpose the rights of the Sovereign State of Mississippi to en-
force its lavs and to regulate its internal affairs without interference
en the part of the Pederal Govermment or its officers and, in my official
eapacity as Governor of the State of Mississippi, _I bereby make 1ihis
proclamation:

‘Whereas, the United States of America consists of firty
Sovereign States bound together basically for their common wvelfare; and

Whereas, the Constitution of the United States of America
provides that each state is sovereign with respect to certain rights
and powers; and

Whereas, pursuant to the 10th Amendment or the Constitution
of the United States, the powers not specifically delegated to the
Pederal Government are reserved to the several states; and

_Whereas, the operation of the public school system 18 one
of the powers vhich was not delegated to the Federal Government, but
‘which was reserved to the respective states pursuant to the terms of
the 10th Amendment; and

Wheri=3, ve are nov face to face vith the direct usurpation
of this pover by the Federal Government through the illegal use of
Mci&l decree:

 Bow, therefore, I, Ross R. Barnett, as Governor of the

Sovereign State of iississippi, by authority vested in me, do hereby
prbchin that the operation of the public schools, universities and
colleges of the State of Mississippl 1s vested in the duly-elected and
appointed officials of the State of Milsissirrpi and I heredby direct
each of #ild officials to uphold and enforce the lavs duly and legally
enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, regardless of
this unvarranted and 1llegal and arbitrary usurpation of pover; and to
;nte':pose the State Sovereignty and fhemselves betwveen the pecple of
the state and any dody-politic seeking to uswp such powver,
. The State of Mississippi has become the k-ystone in the
fight for State's Rights. Our nation’s survivel as & Republic of
Soversign States deponds cn what ve do in -this crisis. Should ve
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fall and the keystooe be removed, our system of govermment ill crumble
and will fall, and American 1lfberty will be lost forever in the ruins.

Therefore, wtrieﬁdn, let us stand together as loyal
Mississippians and as patriotic Americans, and hold fast against this
grave threat to our liberties. Mississippians have never faltered in
tines of crisis, and ve sball not fail nov.

GCenerations ago our ancestors pledged their lives, their for-
tunes, and their sacred honar to establish» on this continent a goverument
of the people, by the people, and for the people. Succeeding generations
defended their liberties with blood and with sweat and with tears at
Valley Forge, at Shiloh and at Vicksburg, in the Argonne, at Guadalcansl
and on the Heartbreak Hills of Korea. Thank God for Them!

Our general novw faces this nev challenge to our liberties.

The burning question in the minds of the American peoplé today is vhether,
in this crisis, we will exhibit the same courage, the same devotion to
deathless principles, and the same determination to guarantee the bles-
sings of liberty to future generations as was showvn by those patriots
vho have gone before.
Fellow Mississippians, let us stand together, hand in hand,
mind in mind, unyielding and unafraid. We know that our cause is just

and ve know it 1s right. Let us meet this crisis with dignity, with
courage and vith fortitude, and shov to the world that we are pecple of
bonor, that ve do not, we will not surrender to the evil and 1llegal
foreea of tyranny. ‘

| Bhould the actions on the part of any of the public officials
of Mississippi be construed as being in contempt of Federal Courts, then
in such event, my friends, T bumbly and respectfully suggest that the
chlrgebownanmtthe Governor of our Sovereign State and not against
the officials end the other citizens of our state.

Let us invoke the blessings, my friends, of Divine Providence
as we struggle to maintain our preciocus liberties and, with the help of
Almighty God, and with this unbounding determination and indomitable -piz?it
of ocur pecple to remain free, =y friends and fellov Mississippians, we

sball be iovincible, and we shall keep the faith.
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PORTIONS OF SPEECH BY GOVERNOR ROSS R. BARNETT, M1SSISSIPPI. 9/13/62

He stated that professional agitators and unfriendly 1liber
press and other troublemakers are intent upon instigating strife amo
our people.

The Kennedy Administration is lending the power of the
Pederal Governmsent to the ruthless demands of the agitators., He
siid Mo school will be integrated in Mississippi while )} as your
| Givernor.” Barnett msade no reference to James Meredith but said
“Last there be misgivings in some quarters about the immediate statu
otltho University of Mississippi and other public schools, 1 assure
you that they will not be closed if this can possibly be avoided,

but they will not be integrated.” He said "Every pudlic official,
ihcludin‘ myself, should be prepared to make a choice tonight whethe
b6 will submit or whether he is willing to go to jail if necessary,
to keep faith with the people who have placed their welfare 1o hie
4llndl.", He called for resignation of any official not prepared to

| iﬁffor imprisonment. Be said, "NMississippi as a imotato. has
the right under the Pederal Constitution to determine for itself
what the Pederal Constitution has reserved to it. The Mississippi
Legisiature in 1956 asserted this right 1n.no uncertain teras by
the p‘l“go of Chapter 468 of the Laws of 1956 involving the histori
‘4dctrine of interposition to protect the sovereignty of this state
abd its cOnit;tutionnlly guaranteed exclusive right to coatrol ahd

'ruuhto its own internal affairs.”
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odch state is soversig with respect to certain rights and povers,

Be said, "Therefore, in obedience to legislative and
Goastitutional sanction, I interpose the rights of the Soversign stafe
of Nississippi to enforce its laws and to regulate its ioteraal
affairs without interference on the part of the Federal Covernment
or its officers, and in ny official capacity as Governor of the
State of NMississippi, I hereby make this proclamation: Thereas,
the United States of America consists of f1fty sovereign states
bound together basically for their common velfare, and whereas,
the Constitution of the United States of America provides that

ind whereas, pursuaant to the Tenth Amendment of the Constitution
of the United States, the powers not specifically delegated to the

Yederal Government sre reserved to the several states, and vhereas,
the operation of the public school system is one of the povers which
Yas not delegated to the Federal Governmsent, but which WAS reserved
to tho'rc-poctive states pursuant to the terms of the Tenth
Amsndment, and vhereas, we are nov face to face with the direct
ubqrpation of this pswer by the Pederal Govorn-ont through the
11legal use of judicial decree: Now, therefore, I, Ross R. Barnett
8% Governor of the Soveregn State of Nississippi, by the authority

itvested in me, do hereby proclaim that the operation of ths pudblic

schools, the Universitges and coilogo- of the State of Migsissippi
is vested in the duly elected and appointed officials of the state,
and 1 heredby direct odch of said officials to uphold and enforce the
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1aws duly and legally enacted by the Legislature of the State of
Miseissippi, regardless of this unwarranted und 1119gal and ardbitra
usurpation of power, and to interpose the state sovesigpty and
themselves between the people of the state and any body-pdiitic
seeéking to usurp such power,"

He said, “"Should the actions On the part of any pudlic
officials of Mississippi be construed a&s contempt of Federal courts

thén in such event, 1 humbly and respectfully suggest that the char

be ltid against the Governor of our Sovereign Stite dnd not against

the officials and the other citizens of our state."




